FOREIGN 


SEP    2 '5™ 


A  -^    ■ 


i  sJlI  _^     _    , .  01-  n.jij  ^li-m 


COLLECTION 


.t    c^'^sor. 


PARLIAMENTARY 

D  E  B  A  T  E  $ 


I   N  I  nA  * 

E  N  G  LA  N  Q^: 

FROM  ffisnt  9fnd) 

-  demon  ' 

The  YEAR  MDCLXVIIL  V. 'ierf 

To  the  prefent  TIME.  .Ktihaq  * 


VOL.     XL 

Dublin  Printed:  LONDON  ReprintedV  (Witli 
Additions)   and  Sold  by  John  ToRBucKlin 
aan-Court,  Dnry-Lane.    -  ,,qj„  \,i^^^^^  ob  l'  brm 
MDCCXLI.     ■    ' 


orj^ 


^m  gnficqoig  no  ifnsf^ql  e'^t^^^  ^-^^45^51  ji  I Q 

B  ?  „£iDS^3ql  B^K^^^^^M  W*\  lie 

OS  ,riD33ql  zH^-^ii.  <^V\4^  liE 

^s  .ri3-:»3qi  a^^-^^^Kt^i^  si^^t,  ^^^ 

£  ^  oii3^9ql  a^W^i^"^  '^'l^^^  ^'^^ 

^£  .fiD53ql  8*'<_^t\^\\^^  .iM 

£^  ^?<^i v;Ai\«C\m3=  3fli  lol  baJov  ofiw  6ioA^  lo  fil»J 

.^0  flnr£g£  fcjoy  orfw  ^loHt  lo  f>nA  - — ^— ^ 

^Q  -£  ilfiii?§£  iW^V^iX^'^  ^^k^QJL  ^fil  no  siBci^Q 

QQ  .jqo'ib4lid  3xiT 

^oi  ciiiH  n\^csO  \si:i^%i\^\:i'i3L  snJ  lo  Yqo3 

ox  I  oSbu^ii  oini  ^nniupaj  lot  33lnni.rno3 


THE 


CONTENTS. 


SIR  Robert  Walpole'^  fpeech  on  prapofing  the 

Excife  Scheme,  fage  i 

Mr.  Alderman  Perry^s  fpeech.  1 1 

Sir  Paul  Methuen\  fpeech.  1 6 

Sir  Philip  Tork^s  fpeech.  20 

Sir  John  Barnard* s  fpeech.  27 

Sir  5^^/^^  y^/^y^'s  fpeech.  3  a 

Mr.  Heathcote^s  fpeech.  ^^ 

Mr.  Pukeney^s  fpeech.  37 

Sir  William  Wyndham^s  fpeech,  43 

Sir  Robert  Walpole^  fecond  fpeech.  49 
Lift  of  thofe  who  voted  for  the  Excife-fcheme,     ^3 

• And  of  thofe  who  voted  againft  it.  64 

Refolutions  and  report  of  the  Excife-cor^mittee     70 

Sir  John  Barnard*^  fpeech  thereupon,  71 

Sir  nomas  Robinfon^s  fpeech.  78 

Mr.  Pulteney^s  fpeech.  89 

Excife-bill  brought  in.  94 

Debate  on  the  London  petition  againft  it.  ^^ 

The  bill  dropt.  99 

Refolutions  againft  tumults.  100 

Copy  of  the  Ecclefiafiical  Court  Bill,  103 

Committee  for  inquiring  into  frauds.  no 

Copy  of  the  bill  to  ^x^vcntftock-jobbing,  113 

A  2  U^ 


CO  NT  E  N  T)^^ 

Mr.  Glanvillc\s^  fpe.ff  h  on  the  third  reading  of  the 

S\v  George  CafweWs,  fpeech.       .v ., y^r      >  123 

Si r  John  Barnard's  fpeech .  ,  1 24 

Mr.  Brookjbanks^s  fpeech.  133 

Six  Robert  TValp ok' si^t^ch.  134 

Lord //ifr^'^jy's  fpeech.  138 

Sir  IVilliam  Tonge's  fpeech.  ibid. 

Sir  John  Barnard's  fecond  fpeech .  139 

Mr.  G?^;?i;/7/^'s  fecond  fpeech  140 

Mr.  Booth's  fpeech.  142 

The  bill  pafTed.  144 

Debate  on  the  Charitable  Corporation  zf^air.  ,-  -  ibi4. 

Several  fhort  fpeeches.  145 

Mr.  IVinnington's  fpeech,,. j^%  g«.^:  147 

'Sh  W^iUiam  Uyndhant's  {^ttch.  .^49 

jGord //<?ri;^3''s  fpeech.             .   ...,,,.,  ,    ,..,  .^  ,:  151 

Sirjofeph  Jekyll's  fpeech.  ' --^i^  ■^H^^.  ^o  "  iglg 
Mr.  HeathcQte*s  fpeech.  .^  '  .; "  \  :  ihid^ 
|in^s  mefi^-e^conceH^ngjhe  n^^ 

Tile ^Commons^ Morels  thereupon..    -   -.  >  1516 

Lord  Bathurfi's  niotion  and  Ipeech  jekting  to  th^ 
'^^outh'Sea  company.  ^^^^^K  >4J|:iV^^  \.>A^ 
BLike  of  iV"^'ze?^/7,/?/^'s.  fpeVcli.  r:£^ -^.j  f.  161 

Lord  Bathitrjl's  fecohd  fpeech^' "^^^jg-  .^  162 

Bail  ctf  .Viv?r/'^r(?z#'s  qDeeeS:r^-^„^^^  ,;?l64 

Earl  of  Bay's  Ipeech.   *  ^A^ibhB  zL-^^ 

fearl.of  CheJierJield's_^i^ttcK  i  ^^fj  nii  :io:'i^ 

Birk^  of  iV<?i£;r4/?/^^siecond  fpeech.  168 

Lord  C^r/^ri?/'s  fpeech.  1% 

Earl  of  Jky'-s  fecond  fpeech.  171 

Lift  of  the  Lords  who  voted  on^, each  fide  of  the 
'  "gueftion.  .  ^7^ 

Farther  debate  on  the  fame  fubjed,  17^ 

Lift  of  the  Lords  who  voted  forandagainft  a  motiort 
:''f'4bf  the  Duke  of  iV^-K^^^i/Zj^^^n  tb.i$^farther  debate. 

^^^  ^ :h^^riiAmAm:  ^^9 

Farther  proceedings  m  thjs  deoate^^^^^-^  ^mu     192 

'    ^  ^^  Earl 


^Earrof  JVinchelfea^%  fpeech'in  tlie'debate  on  tlW b'ill 
P_i  i  for  the  marriage-portion  of  4:he  Princefs,,  ,P^^  1 95 
Earl  of  Crawford's  fpeech.  1 97 

Earl  of  Ilay^s  fpeech.  198 

Lord  Bathurjl^s  fpeech  and  motion  in  favour  of  the 
finking  fund.  200 

Lord  Gzr/fr^/'s  fpeech. ,  202 

Duke  of  Newcajtle^s  fpeech.  204 

Earl  of  I!ay^s>  fpeech.  206 

Lord  Carterefs  2d  fpeech.  208 

'Edixlo^  Scarborough's  fyt^ch.  .5^\jir4 

Proteft  againfb  reje6ling  the  motioa,  _^  ^  , ,  _  2  ij 
South-Sea  directors  examined,  and  iTiofion  thereupon. 

my^o^Bevonfmre^s  IWpg^g^^^^ 

Lord  Carteret^s  fpeecn.  ^  ^  ^.^^^^  ^<^^\\^ 
Ear  of  Lafs  fpeech.  ^^  ,^,.^'.^^^,^^  m 
Earl  of  ^f^r^cr^^^/^^'s  fpeech., ^.^^.^^;i^.^  ^>..^m^mx  2*nS?J? 
Lord  Bathurft^s  {^t^oh  and  mdtion  for  a^cppmjttee 
•  ,  of  inquiry  into  the  .S'^?^/^-.)^^  CQimmy'^^ffft^^^^ 

Puke  fNewcaftle^s  fpeech.  ^  ^  ^^^^  ^.^,^^.;«32 
Earl  of  ChefterfieWs  fpeech.  Vc.-^^.,3,..y,  lo  D.>85i 
Proteft  agamft  rejeding  the  motion,^,  ,^^  v^  h^^b?37 
King's  fpeech  at  the  opening  the  feyerit^'le^ofl:!^^!" 
^    the  third  feptennial  Parliament;    -V.'s^u  '\,^  \i^ 

Lords  addrefs.  ^^  ?;-v^^'il;s^^^^'^  "^9  --^'^ 

Motion  in  the  houfe  of  Coiiln?6te^orTamaadrefs. 

Mr.^,&.^/.«'s  fpeech  thereiipQhH^^.^  .^v^  lo  fii^l 
Sir  John  Hyni Cotton'^i^t^        ^b^oJ  aril  lo  ?i5J[ 

Lord  C./.m;«'s  fpeech.  ,^^^^5^  „^(4 

Mr. P./J««  s  fpeech  ,:---—  ^;i;^,  ^^loJ ariilo  ?5| 

lrS:?^sSSf"-^"*-°^^"^?f? 

te^  Mr. 


IFhe  !^dftimons  addrels.  „z^oioi    266 

Ertimate  of  the  navy^ 'debt,  ■^^-'^^^^^^■■268 
Debate  on  a  motion  for  inftrii(^ion%'jW-^.^^ -'''^  272 
Sir JViiliam  Tonge' s  {pi^tch.  iij3^ql  a'^t^-J-^; '  ^  273 
Su'JFilliam  IFyndham's  fpeech.  ri^'^^ql  2^^^k^-^-  275 
Sitjiobert  JValpok's  fpeech,  .rj^^qi  8*'^^«M\i5^.  278 
Mf.  Shippen^s  fpeech.  .033ql  eSmml*^  282 

Mn  Pulteney's  fpeech.  •  H.;>-^3q]  8\4^^G  2  84 

^^he  queilion  carried  in  tl\€  negativ^^'^'^^  ^^^'^t:  289 
Another  motion  to  the  fame  effec^QlaRH  fpeecli,  by 
^.- Mr,  Sandys.  .rs:c:i  zS-^i-vl  >a  _  ,.  ibid, 

Jyjf.  Pelbam^s  fpeech  thereupol^.q^  a*\\x.^^^  ^'^v  ■  290 
Mr.  ^^//^/f's  fpeech.  .rbtj^ql  aV.i-       291 

^t^-Charles  IVager's  fpeeeli,^'^q^2'i^"^^»^  ^"^^  -  -  293 
Mr.  Pulteney's  fpeech.  "-^^obriidbi  bnJB  ^uqnoifiz^^ 
$S^^PVhIpoklifpQQCh,^  bn.^  ib33ql  2^^\^<^t^\s!l  r 299 
^mJVilliam  yVyndham^^  fpeech^  .YfmB  c  302 

^tci-Robert  rValp&k'sipQtehP^^^  z^\m^\^'A  v^^:^o6 
mke  motion  rejeded.  " "  ^ '  '^  -S.:3:^i^-^^\^«D  3 16 

Debate  on  a  2d  m.otion  of  Mr.  Sm^\^  zh^iK^^l,  311 
l^p.  Pdham's  fpeech.  .flD^aqt  e^n^5»\^  bnciW^: 

Mr.  Pultcney's  fpeech,  1^^. -"'  vV%\4q»51  iSim^C%i2 
C^eftion  pafTed  in  the  negativer-^^  >^^^\^!njt^c;^^vA  316 
^xxi^ohn  Barmrd^s  fpeech-iii,  the  debate  on  ^he  drug- 
:  x^ills  petition.  - --^i^  ^:  >h^j%-.  jr.     318 

M^  IVinnington's  ipeech.  va>39qfl  3^wl  320 

Mr^  Alderman  Perry's  fpeech.  ^3-^q°i  2\>t^--iV^'^\  322 
tipJVilliara  r^?/^^'s" fpeech.  M^^^^  ^m^^'-^-  325 
Mr,  Sandys's  Ipeech.  -'''^  «:■:  .ui^^^v^  sm-  328 
Mp.  GybboH's  Ipeech.       .flDasql  ^';:^ '  331 

Mt^.  Plummer's  fpeech.  j:^  ''^ '  '*"    '  333 

Mfe  Pelbam's  fpeecH ^ '  336 

Mv,Puhency*^^{psech',  :4'---<i'-^  339 

Bir.i^^Z'^r/  Walpok^s  fpeech„  342 

Mn:3^/?^^^*^24'fjpeeGli;  V-  348 

Siv^John  Barnard*s  fpeechv  4^<r.  ibid,. 

'^yie  petition -dppptf  *':::!-'"■  ;  355 


C  O  N  T  E  n  T  S. 

^fi  Andrews^  s  fpeech  and  motii^niabontthenlimbef 
o'^f  forces.  .gbibb^  2.notniF4gez'^\c^ 

^ir  TVilli am  JVyndh am' s,  fpeech.  ■     'io '3J£fr:357 

Mn  Pelham'^s  fpeech.  r  ^lo  r::;  359 

Mr.  HeatJHote*^  fpeech.  360 

Mn  Shippen^s  fpeech.  361 

Mn  Pulteney^s  fpeech*  36^ 

Mr.  Plummer^s  fpeech^  0^6 j^ 

Mr,  Dighy^s  fpeech.  ibid. 

Sir  Robert  lVaIpole*5  ipeQch,  367 

M.  P/^//f«^jy's  fpeech.  370 

^\v  William  Tonge's^  fpeech.  i,,,ut.  ,^1^73 

Sir  Jofeph  Jekylh  fpeech.  ^s^s.s.d^'b^l  sM 

Mr.  Speaker's  fpeech.  ..tosqi  2%\^<\\^"^A  .3^^ 

Sir  7^;^;/  6"/.  Jubin*s  fpeech,  .ql:  a^-^^-^s^^^A  i^l-tJ^^D^'S 
Queftion  put,  and  refolutions.  H^'^-jql  p*^t^^^^\\v^^\  ^B^ 
Lord  Morpeth*s  fpeech  and  motions  fMoregiYiatifig 

the  army.  ■..^/Alu^suurV.^g 

Sir  John  Rujhout^s  fpeech  thereupQa'^,s^^^\  ^-^^^^51^9 
Mr.  Clutterbuck's  fpeech.  .bsBaj^i  noiiom  ^^ 

Mr.  Sandys's  fpeech.  /"  'v-  loiiom  bs^ \b  no  3i^c^ 
Colonel  Bladen's  fpeech.  .Hosf^ql  a%mdb^  ,^y^ 

Sir  Thomas  Robinfon's  fpeech.  ^rba^cfi  8S^si^\\^^  j^ 
Mr.  Winning  ton's  fpeech.  30  aril  ni  bffkq  noiila^ 
Sir  John  Brme  Hope's  fpee^^^j-ql.an^^^tn^a  \^t\^'^4fl§ 
General  Wade's  fpeech.  .nohiJsq  afli^ii 

Mr.  Earl's  fpeech,  ..no^sql  z^^^i^^^j^^^^^Yl  4^ 

Mr.  P«//^»0''s  fpeech.,r{333ql  a^-^-x^'^^nBmi^bl/.  415 
Mr.  Pelham's  ipeech.  ft  V^-^c^t  m^\Wr ^^2 ^ 

Sir  William  Wyndham's  fpeechl\ri:»3qi  ?;it(l^,?;^s;<'.  4^| 
Sir  William  Tonge's  fpeech.  ^Ho^sqi  b^^^^^yO  42^ 
Sir  i?(7^^r/  Walpole's  fpeech.  bssql  ^^^^^m#,  432 
Queftion  carried  in  the  negati-s^-^s  >-cn  ^^.v^^v^'^  ibid. 
Debate  on  a  motion  relating  to  the  JDlike  oMol/m 

a,nd 'Lord  Gobham^  ..-?.■>'  '4^6 

A  copy  of  the  bill  for  regulating.the  afm^^pxefencM 
.^rto  the  houfe  of  Lords.  i"r?ri:ri!:f/\!Si^  i\^'^V440 

Earl  of  Chefterfield's  fpeech  for  t%gbiII*ioijh?q  ^44^ 
Lord  Hervey's  fpeech,  "  44^ 

Duke 


CONTENTS. 

Duke  of  Newcaftk^s  fpeech.  Page  44S 

Earl  of  Cheftei'fieWs  fecond  fpeech.  451 

Queftion  carried  againft  a  fecond  reading  of  the  Sill. 

464 
Earl  of  Scarborough's  fpeech  for  rejedling  the  bill. 

ibid, 
Proteft  againft  rejefting  the  bill.  469 

Earl  of  llay^s  fpeech  againft  a  motion  for  an  addreis 
about  removing  two  noble  Lords.  473 

Ix)rd  Bethurft'^  fpeech.  475 

Earl  of  C^^^/^^^^w^i^/O^'s  fpeech.  483 

Duke  of  Argyle's  fpeech.  484 

Earl  of  Anglefea's  fpeech.  487 

Two  protefts  againft  rejecting  the  motion,  489 

Mr.  Campbell' i^^pttch  agamft  the  place-bilL        492 
Mr.  Sandys'^  fpeech.  49'5 

Mr.  Thompfon^^  fpeech.  500 

Mr.  Digby'*^  fpeech.  502 

Mr.  JVinnington^s  fpeech.  505 

Sir  V/illiam  TVyndham's  fpeech.  508 

Horatio  fFalpole^s  {peech,  511 

Mr.  Pulteney^s  fpeech.  513 

Sir  William  Tonge's  fpeech.  516 

M.X,  Pelham^s^pttch.  517 

Sir  Robert  JValpole's  fpeech.  5 1 8 

Mr,  PPyndham^s  iipttch,  521 

The  queftion  carried  in  the  negative.  524 


Parliamentary 


( I ) 


Parliamentary  Debates. 


TH  E  houfe  of  Commons  having  gone  into^^<;'|^e; 
that  Committee  which  introduced  the  ex-br-ughtinto 
cife  fcheme,    as  mentioned  in  the  tenth 
volume. 
The  debate  of  this  important  day  was  opened  by 
Mr.  Chancellor  of   the  Exchequer^    who  fpoke  in 
fubftance  as  follows,  viz, 

'  Sir,  As  I  had  the  honour  to  move  for  the  houfe's sir  Kohert 
'  refolving  itfelf  into  this  Committee,  I  think  it  in- g^^'^^^^llf ' 
'  cumbent  upon  me  to  open  to  you  what  was  then 
'  intended  to  be  propofed  as  the  fubje6t  of  your  con- 

*  fideration.  We  are  now  in  a  Committee  for  conii- 

*  dering  of  the  m_oll  proper  Methods  for  the  better 

*  fecurity  and  improvement  of  the  duties  and  reve- 

*  nues  already  charged  upon,  and  payable  from  to-- 

*  bacco  and  v/ines  :  This  can  be  done  in  no  way  fo 

*  proper  or  effedlual,  as  that  of  preventing  for  the 

*  future  thofe  frauds,  by  which  the  public  revenues 

*  have  been  fo  much  injured  in  times  pafied.     I 

*  know,  that  whoever  attempts  to  remedy  frauds, 
'  attempts  a  thing,   that  mufl  be  very  difagreeable 

*  to  all  thofe  who  have  been  guilty  of  them,  or  who 
^  exped;  a  benefit  by  fuch  in  time  to  come.     This-, 

*  Sir,  I  am  fully  fenfible  of,  and,  from  this  have 
'  fprung  up  all  thofe  clamours  which  have  been  rai- 
'  fed  without  doors  againft  what  I  am  now  to  pro- 
'  pofe  to  you.  The  fmugglers,  the  fraudulent  deal* 

*  ers,  and  thofe  who  have  for  many  years  been  en- 
^  riching  themfelves  by  cheating  their  country,  fore- 

*  faw,  that  if  die  fcheme  I  am  now  to  propofe  took 
Vol.  XI,  B  '  cffcd, 
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*  efFedl,  their  profitable  trade  would  be  at  an  end  ; 

*  this  gave  them  the  alarm,  and  from  them  I  am 
'  perfuadedit  i.^,  that  all  thofe  clamours  have  origi- 
^  nally  proceeded. 

-  In  this  it  is  certain  they  have  been  m.oft  flrenu- 

*  oufly  aiTifred  and  fupported  by  another  fet  of  peo- 

*  pic,  who,  from  motives  much  worfe,  and  of  much 
'  more  dangerous  confcquence  to  their  country,  are 
'  fond  of  im.proving  every  opportunity  that  offers, 
'  for  fcirring  up  the  people  of  Great  Britain  to  mu- 
'  tiny  and  fedition.  But,  Sir,  notwithflanding  all 
'  the  clamours  that  fuch  wicked  and  deceitful  men 

*  have  been  able  to  raife,  as  the  fcheme  I  have  to 
^  propofe  will  be  a  great  im.provement  to  the  pub- 
'  lie  revenue,  an  im.provement  of  2  or  300,000  /. 

*  fer  ann,  and  perhaps  more,  and  as  it  will  likewife 

*  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  fair  trader,  I  thought 

*  it  my  duty,  not  only  as  being  in  the  ilation  I  am 
'  in,  but  alio  as  being  a  member  of  this  houfe,  to 

*  lay  it  before  you  ;  far  no  fuch  clamours  fliall  ever 

*  deter  me  from  doing  wliat  I  think  is  my  duty,  or 

*  from  propofing  any  thing  that  I  am  convinced 
'  will  be  of  fuch  iignal  benefit  to  the  revenue,  and 
^  to  the  trade  of  my  country. 

'  It  has  been  moll  indullrioufly  fpread  abroad, 
'  that  the  fcheme  I  am  now  to  propofe,  was  a  fcheme 
'  for  a  general  excife,  but  I  do  aver  that  no  fuch 

*  fcheme  ever  entered  into  my  head,  nor,  for  what 

*  I  knov/,  into  the  head  of  any  man  I  am  acquaint- 
'  ed  with  :  My  thoughts  were  always  confined  folely 

*  to  thofe  two  branches  of  the  revenue  arifing  from 

*  the  duties  on  wine  and  tobacco,    and  it  was  the 

*  frequent  and  repeated  advices  I  had  of  the  noto- 
"^  rious  frauds  committed  in  thefe  two  branches  of  the 

*  revenue,  and  the  clamours  even  of  fome  of  the 
"-  merchants   themfelves,  that  made   me  turn  my 

*  thoughts  particularly  towards  confideringthofe  two 
'^  branches,  in  order  to  find  out,  if  pofTible,  fome  re- 

*  mcdy  for  the  growing  evil  5  what  I  am  now  going 

*  to 
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'  to  propofe  will,  I  believe,  if  agreed  to,  be  an  ef- 

'  fe6tuai  remedy  ;    but  if  I  now  fail  in  what  I  am 

*  to  propofe,  it  will  be  the  lafl:  attempt  of  this  kind 
'  that  I  ihall  ever  make,  I  believe  it  will  be  the  lafl: 
'  that  will  ever  be  made,  either  by  me  or  by  any 
'  that  Ihall  fucceed  me  in  the  ftation  I  am  nov/  in. 

^  At  prefent.  Sir,  I  Ihall  lay  before  you  only  the 

*  cafe  as  it  now  Hands  with  refped  to  the  tobacco- 

*  trade,  and  the  revenue  arifing  therefrom  ,  and  here 
'  it  will  be  neceilary  firfl  to  confider  the  condition 

*  of  our  planters  of  tobacco  in  America  -,  if  v/e  can 

*  beheve  them,  if  we  can  give  any  credit  to  v/hat 

*  they  themfeives  fay,  we  miuft  conclude  that  they 
'  are  reduced  almoil  to  the  lall  extremity,  they  are 
^  reduced  even  almoft  to  a  ftate  of  defpair,  by  the 

*  m.any  frauds  that  have  been  committed  in  that 
'  trade,  by  the  heavy  duties  which  the  importers  of 
'  tobacco  are  obliged  to  pay  upon  importation,  and 
'  by  the  illufage  they  have  met  with  from  their 
*-  fadtors  and  correfpondents  here  in  England^  v/ho 
'  from  being  their  fervants  are  now  become  their 
'  lords  and  mailers.  Thefe  poor  people  have  fent 
'  home  many  reprefentations  of  the  bad  ftate  of  their 
'  affairs,  and  have  lately  fent  over  a  gentleman  with 
'  a  remonftrance  fetting  forth  their  grievances,  and 

*  praying  for  fome  fpeedy  relief :  This  they  may 
'  obtain  by  means  of  the  fcheme  I  intend  now  to 
'  propofe,  and  I  believe  it  is  fi-orn  this  fcheme  only 
^  that  they  can  expe6t  any  relief. 

'  The  next  thing  we  are  to  confider,  is  the  ftate 

*  of  the  tobacco-trade,  witli  regard  to  tlie  fair  trader^ 
^  the  man  who  deals  honourably  and  fairly  with  the 

*  public,  as  well  as  with  private  men,  the  man  who 
^  honeftly  pays  all  thofe  duties  v/hich  the  public  ii 

*  juftly  intitled  to,  finds  himfelf  prevented  and  fore- 

*  ftalied  almoft  in  every  market  within  the  ifiand, 
'  by  the  fmuggler  and  the  fraudulent  dealer ;  ?.nd 
'  even  as  to  our  foreign  trade  in  tobacco,  thofe  who 
^  have  no  regard  to  honour,  to  religion^  or  to  the 

~~       B  2        ""  '  ^vej^rc 
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welfare  of  their  country,  but  are  every  day  con-- 
■  triving  ways  and  means  for  cheating  the   public 

*  by  perjuries  and  falfe  entries,  are  rhe  greatefl  gain- 

*  ers,  and  it  v/ill  always  be  fo,  unlefs  we  can  fall 
'  upon  fome  way  cf  putting  it  out  of  their  power 
'  to  carry  on  any  fuch  frauds  for  the  future. 

'  And  lafily,  Sir,  we  ought  to  confider  the  great 
'  lofs  fuftained  by  the  public,  by  means  of  the  frauds 
^  committed  in  the  tobacco- trade,  and  the  addition 
'  that  mufi  certainly  be  m.ade  to  the  public  revenue, 
'  if  thofe  frauds  can  be  prevented  in  time  to  come. 

*  By  this  avddition  Vv-e  may  be  enabled  to  relieve  the 
'  nation  from  fome  of  thofe  taxes  which  it  has  la- 
*•  boured  under  fo  many  years ;  whereas,  as  the  cafe 
'  now  flands,  the  innocent  and  the  honefh  part  of 
'  the  nation  are  charged  with  taxes  which  they  would 
^  be  free  from,  if  the  fraudulent  dealers  and  the 
^  fm.ugglers  could  be  any  v/ay  obliged  to  pay  that 
'  which  is  juftly  due  by  them  to  the  public.  This, 
'  Sir,  will,  I  am  convinced,  be  the  effed  of 
^  the  fcheme  I  am  to  propofe  to  you,  and 
^  whoever  therefore  views  it  in  its  proper  light,  muft 

*  fee  the  planters,  the  fair  traders,  and  the  public 
'  ranged  upon  one  fide  in  favour  of  it  -,  and  none 
^  but  the  unfair  traders  and  the  tobacco-fadors  upon 
'  the  other. 

*  I  fliall  beg  leave  to  mention  to  you.  Sir,  fome 

*  of  thofe  frauds  which  have  come  to  my  know- 

*  ledge.  The  evidence  I  have  had  of  them  is  to  me 

*  very  convincing  :  But  in  fuch  cafes  gentlemen 
'  ought  always  to  confider  what  evidence  it  is  imi- 
'  polTible  to  brings  what  evidence  it  is  by  the  nature 
'  of  the  thing  unreafonable  to  exped.' 

Then  he  v/ent  through  and  gave  a  mofl  exafl  ac- 
count of  the  feveral  frauds  which  had  been  pradlifed 
cf  late  years  in  the  tobacco-trade,  from  which  he 
rnade  calculations  of  the  lofs  the  public  thereby  fuf- 
tained, particularly  that  of  getting  tlie  tobacco 
weighed  at  an  under  weight  upon  importation,   and 

getting 
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getting  it  weighed  again  upon  exportation  at  a  weight 
much  above  what  it  ought  to  be  :     'A  particular 

'  inftanceof  this  fraud,  (lays  he)  Sir,  we  came  lately 

'  to  the  knowledge  of  by  mere  accident :  One  Mid- 

*  ford^  who  had  been  a  confidcrable  tobacco -mer- 
'  chant  in  the  city,  happened  to  fail,  at  a  time  when 

*  he  owed  a  large  lurn  oi  money  upon  bond  to  the 

*  crown,  whereupon  an  extent  was  iffued  out  immc- 
'  diately  againft  him,   and  thereby  the  government 

*  got  poiTelTion  of  all  his  books,  by  which  the  fraud 
'  he  had  been  guilty  of  was  dilcovered  ;  for  it  ap- 
'  peared,  as  may  be  feen  by  one  of  his  books  I 

*  have  in  my  hand,  (whereupon  he  Ihewed  one  of 
this  Midford's  books  to  the  Committee)  '  that  upon 
'  the  column,  where  the  falfe  quantities  which  had 
'  been  entered  at  the  importation,  by  coliufion  be- 
^  tween  him  and  the  officer,  by  which  he  paid  or 
'  bonded  the  duty  payable  upon  importation,  a  Hip 

*  of  paper  had  been  fo  artfully  pafted  on,  that  it 
^  could  not  be  dilcovered,  and  upon  this  (lip  of  pa- 

*  per  were  written  the  real  quantities  which  were 
«  entered,  becaufe  he  v/as  obliged   to  produce  the 

*  fame  book  v/hen  that  tobacco  was  entered  for  ex- 

*  portation  %  but  then  upon  exportation,  the  tobacco 
^  was  entered  and  weighed  according  to  the  quanti- 
'  ties  marked  upon  this  flip  of  paper  fo  a^tfally 
'  palled  on  as  Ihav^c  mentioned,  by  which  he  got  a 
«  drawback,  or  his  bonds  retired,  to  near  double 
'  the  value  of  what  he  had  adually  paid  duty  for 
'  upon  importadon.  Yet,  Sir,  this  Midford  was  as 
'  honefb  a  man  and  as  fair  a  trader  as  any  in  the 
^  city  of  London  %  I  defire,  Sir,  not  to  be  mifundcr- 

*  flood,  I  mean  that  before  he  failed,    before  xh(^i^Q 

*  frauds  came  to  be  difcovered,  he  v/as  always 
'  reckoned  as  honed  a  man  and  as  fair  a  trader,  as 
<  any  in  the  city  of  London^  or  in  any  other  part  of 
^  the  nation.' 

After  this  he  mentioned  the  feveral  frauds  follow- 
ing, viz.  That  of  re-landing  the  tobacco  after  it  was 
B  3  fhipped 


P  A  Fv  L  I  A  M  E  N  T  A  R  Y         A.  1735. 

fhipped  oft  for  exportation.  That  of  focking  of 
tobacco,  which  was  a  cant-word  iifed  for  ftealing 
and  fmuggling  it  out  of  tlie  ihips  after  their  arrival 
in  the  river,  before  they  v/ere  unloaded  at  the  cu- 
iloni-houfe.  That  of  Itripping  the  leaves  from  the 
llalks,  and  afterwards  fpHtting  and  prefTing  the  ilalks 
by  an  engine  contrived  for  that  purpofe,  and  then 
exporting  them.  Tiiat  of  giving  bonds  for  the 
duty  payable  upon  importadon,  whereby  the  go- 
vernment had  loft  feveral  large  fums  by  the  fai- 
lure of  payment  of  fuch  bonds.  That  of  the  rich 
moneyed-men  making  prompt  payments,  by  which, 
the  public  was  obhged  to  allow  them  ten  per 
cent,  difcount  as  to  the  duties,  and  by  entering  the 
tobacco  foon  after  for  exportation,  they  drew  back 
the  whole  duties,  lb  that  the  government  adlually  lofl 
ten  per  cent,  upon  all  x\\t  tobacco  that  had  been  fo 
entered. 

*  Thefe  frauds.  Sir,  (fays  he)  are  notorious,  moft 
^  of  them  are  known  to  the  whole  world  \  and  as 
•^   the  laws  of  the  cufbonis  have  been  found  ineffeclual 

*  for  the  preventing  of  fuch  frauds,  therefore  it  is 

*  propofed  to  add  the  laws  of  excife  to  the  laws  of 

*  the^cuflomp,  and  by  m^eansof  both  it  is  probable, 
'  it  is  I  may  fay  certain,  that  all  fuch  frauds  will  be 
'  prevented  in  time  to  come. 

*  The  feveral  fubiidies  and  impofts  now  payable 

*  upon  tobacco,  by  feveral  a6fs  of  Parliament  for 
'  that  purpofe  made,  fland.  Sir,  thus  -,  ■  (here  he 
went  through,  and  gave  an  account  of  the  feveral 
adls  of  Parliament  for  laying  duties  on  tobacco,  then 
he  went  on)  '  By  all  which.  Sir,  it  appears  that  the 

*  duties  now  payable  upon  tobacco  on  importation, 
'  amount  to  6  d.  and  one  third  part  of  a  penny  ^fr 
'  pound  weight,  all  which  muft  be  paid  down  in 

*  ready  money  upon  importation,  with  the  allow- 
^  ance  of  ttvifer  cent,  upon  prompt  payment,  or  o- 
^  therwife  there  mufb  be  bonds  given  with  fufticient 

«  fure- 
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^  fureties  for  the  payment  thereof,  which  is  often  a 
'  great  lofs  to  the  public,  and  is  always  a  great  in- 
^  convenience  to  the  merchant-importer;  whereas  by 
'  what  I  am  to  propofe,  the  whole  duties  to  be  paid 
*-  for  the  future  will  amount  to  no  more  than  4  d. 

*  and  three  farthings /)^r  pound  weight,and  this  duty 

*  not  to  be  paid  till  the  tobacco  comes  to  be  Ibid  for 
'  home-confumption,  fo  that  if  the  merchant  exports 
'  his  tobacco,  he  will  be  quite  free  from  all  pay- 

*  ment  of  duty,  or  giving  bond  therefore,  or  finding 

*  out  proper  fareties  for  joining  v/ith  him  in  fuch 

*  bond ',  he  will  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  reload 
'■  his  tobacco  on  board  a  fliip  for  exportation,  with- 
'  out  being  at  the  trouble  to  attend  for  having  his 
'  bonds  cancelled,  or  for  raking  out  debentures  for 
'  the  drawbacks  ;  all  which  I  conceive,  Sir,  muil 
'  be  a  great  eafe  to  the  feir  trader  -,  and  to  every 
^  fuch  trader  the  preventing  of  frauds  mull  be  ^ 
'  great  advantage,  becaufe  it  will  put  all  the  tobac- 
^  CO  traders  in  Britain  upon  the  fame  footing,  which 

*  is  but  juft  and  equal,  and  what  ought  certainly  to 
^  be  accompli fhed,   if  it  be  pofilble. 

'  Now,  Sir,    in  order  to  make  tliis  eafe  efteclual 

^  to  the  fair  trader,  and  to  contribute  to  his  advan* 

^  tage,  by  preventing  as  much  as  poiTible  any  frauds 

^  in  time  to  come,    I  propofe,    as  I  have  faid,  to 

'  join  the  laws  of  excife  to  thofe  of  the  cudoms,  and*. 

*  to  leave  the  one  penny,  or  rather  three  farthings 
'  per  pound,  called  the  farther  fubfidy,    to  be  fcill 

*  charged  at  the  cuflom-houfe  upon  the  importation 
^  of  any  tobacco,    which  three  farthings  fhall  be 

*  payable  to  his  Majefty's  civil  lift  as  heretofore  ; 

*  and  I  propofe  that  all  tobacco  for  the  futui*e,  af- 

*  ter  being  v/eighed  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  and  char- 
^  ged  with  the  faid  three  farthings^^r  pound,  fliall 
'  be  lodged  in  a  warehoufe,  orwarehoufcs  to  be  ap- 
'  pointed  by  the  commiiTioners  of  the  excife  for  that 
'  purpole,  of  which  warehoufe  the  m.erchant-impor* 
^  ccr  lliall  have  one  lock  and  key,    and  the  ware- 

B  4  ^  houfc' 
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houfe-keecr  to  be  appointed  by  the  faid  commif- 
fioners  fhall  have  another,  in  order  that  the  tobac- 
co may  lie  fafe  in  that  warehcufe  till  the  merchant 
finds  a  market  for  it,  either  for  exportation  or  for 
home-confiimption  :  That  if  his  market  be  for  ex* 
portation,  he  may  apply  to  his  warehoule-keeper 
and  take  out  as  much  for  that  purpofe  as  he  has 
occafion  for,  which  when  weighed  at  the  cuiLom- 
houfe  fhall  be  difcharged  of  the  three  farthings />^r 
pound,  with  which  it  was  charged  upon  importar 
tion,  fo  that  the  merchant  may  then  export  it  with- 
out any  farther  trouble :  But  if  his  market  be  for 
home-confum.ption,  that  he  fhall  then  pay  the 
three  farthings  charged  upon  it  at  the  cufbom- 
houfe  upon  importation,  and  that  then  upon  cal- 
ling his  warehoufe-keeper  he  m.ay  deliver  it  to  the 
buyer,  on  paying  an  inland  duty  of  4  d.  per  pound 
weight,  to  the  proper  officer  appointed  to  receive 
the  fame. 

'  And  v/hereas.  Sir,  all  the  penalties  and  forfei- 
tures to  become  due  by  the  laws  now  in  being  for 
regulating  the  colledling  of  the  duties  on  tobacco^ 
or  at  leaft  all  that  part  of  them  which  is  not  given 
to  the  informers,  now  belong  to  the  crown,  I  now 
prcpofe  that  all  fuch  penalties  and  forfeitures,  in 
fo  far  as  they  formerly  belonged  to  the  crown, 
ihd^h  for  the  future  belong  to  the  public,  and  be 
applicable  to  the  fame  ufes  to  which  the  faid  du- 
ties fhall  be  made  applicable  by  Parliament  •,  and 
for  that  purpofe  I  have  his  Majefty's  commands  to 
acquaint  this  houfe,  that  he,  out  of  his  great  regard 
for  the  public  good,  with  .pleafure  confents  that 
they  fhall  be  fo  applied,  which  is  a  condefcenfion 
in  his  Majefty,  that  I  hope  every  gentleman  in 
this  houfe  is  fully  fenfible  of,  and  will  freely  ac- 
knowledge. 

'  I  know.  Sir,  there  has  been  an  Objeclion  made, 
I  exped:  to  hear  it  again  made  in  this  houfe,  a- 
gainfl  what  I  now  propofe ;  The  objedlion  is  this, 

t  th|t 
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"  that  a  great  many  of  his  Majefly's  fubjefo  will  be 

*  fubjedled  to  being  tried  in  a  multitude  of  cafes  by 

*  the  commifTioaers  of  excife,    from  whom  there  is 

*  no  appeal  but  to  commJfnoners  of  appeal,  or  to 
^  juflices  of  peace  in  the  country,  all  named  by  the 

*  King,  and  removeable  at  pleafurc,  from  whom  the 
'  appellants  cannot  expe6l  to  meet  with  any  juftice 

*  or  redrefs.      I  am  far  from  thinking  there  is  any 

*  ground   for   this   complaint,     I    am    far    from 

*  thinking  that  any  man  ever  had  a  juft  reafon 
'  to  fay  that  he  was  wronged  or  unjufliy  dealt  with, 
'  either  by  the  com.miffioners  oi  appeal,  or  by  the 
'  juflices  of  the  peace  at  their  quarter-fcffions ,  but  in 

*  order  to  obviate  any  objeclion  of  this  nature,  I 
'  propofe  that  all  appeals  in  this  cafe,  as  well  as  in 
'  all  other  cafes  relating  to  the  excife,  fhall  for  the 
^  future  be  heard  and  determined  by  tvs^o  or  three  of 
■^  the  judges  to  be  named  by  his  Majeily,  out  of  the 

*  twelve  judges  belonging  to /^F^/?w/;^d7"-/6^//;  and 
^  that  in  the  country  all  appeals  from  the  firfc  fen- 
^  tence  of  his  Ma jeily^s  juflices  of  the  peace,  fliall  be 
'  to  the  judge  of  afllze  upon  the  next  circuit  which 

*  fhall  come  into  that  country,  who  fliall  in  all  cafes 

*  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  fucli  appeals  in  the 
^  mofl  fummary  way,  without  the  form.ality  of  pro-^ 

*  ceedirgs  in  courts  of  law  or  equity.  From  iuch 
^  judges.  Sir,  and  from  fuch  a  manner  of  proceed- 
'  ing,  every  man  mufb  exped  to  meet  with  the 
^  utmofl  difpatch,  and  with  the  mofc  imipartial  ju- 
^  ilice  ;  and  therefore  I  muft  think,  that  what  I  now 
^  propofe  can  be  no  inconvenience  to  thcfe  v/ho  may 
^  thereby  be  fubjeded  to  the  lav/s  of  excife,  but  that 
'  if  there  was  formerly  any  ground  of  complaint,  it 
'  may  be  a  great  relief  to  tliofe  who  are  already  fub- 
^  jed:ed  to  fach  laws. 

'  This,  Sir,  is  the  fcheme  which  has  been  repre- 
'  fented  in  fuch  a  dreadful  and  terrible  light :  This, 
^  Sir,  is  tho  monfler,  the  many-headed  monfter, 
J  which  was  to  devour  the  people  and  commit  fuch 

^  ravages 
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••  ravages  over  the  whole  nation.      How   juftly  it 

'  has  been  reprefcnted  in  fuch  a  light,  I  jfhall  leave 

*-  to  this  committee  and  to  the  whole  world  v/ith- 

*  out  doors  to  judge.  I  have  faid,  Sir,  I  will  fay 
••  it  again,  that  whatever  apprehenfions  and  terrors 

*  people  may  have  been  brought  under  from  a  falfe 
'  and  malicious  reprefentation  of  what  they  neither 

*  did,  nor  could  poflibly  know  or  underiland,  I  am 
'  firmly  perfuaded,  when  they  do  come  to  Icnow 
'  and  fully  to  underiland  the  fcheme  which  I  have 

*  now  had  the  honour  to  open   to  you,  they  will 

*  view  it  in  another  light ;  and  that  if  it  has  thq 

*  good  fortune  to  be  approved  of  by  Parliament,  and 
>  comes  to  take  effed,  the  people  will  loon  feel  the 
'  happy  confequences  thereof,  and  when  they  feel 
'  thofe  good  effe6ls,  they  will  no  longer  think  thofe 
'  people  their  friends  who  have  fo  grofly  impofed 
^  on  their  underftandings. 

'  I  look  upon  it,  Sir,  as  a  mod  innocent  fcheme  ; 
^  I  am  convinced  it  can  be  hurtful  to  none  but  ftnug- 
'  glers  and  unfair  traders ;  I  am  certain  it  will  be  of 
^  great  benefit  and  advantage  to  the  publick  revenue; 

*  and  if  I  had  thought  otherwife  of  it,  I  never  would 

*  have  ventured  to  have  propofed  it  in  this  place  ; 

*  therefore,  Sir,  I  fhall  now  beg  leave  to  move,  that 

*  it  may  be  refolved.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
^  committee,  that  the  fubfidy  and  additional  duty 
'  upon  tobacco  of  the  Britijh  plantations  granted  by 

*  an  a6t  of  the  12th  of  King  Charles  II.  and  the  im- 
^  pofb  thereon,  granted  by  an  ad  of  the  firil  of  King 

*  James  II.  and  alfo  the  one  third  fubfidy  thereon, 

*  granted   by   an  ad  the  2d  of  Queen  Anne^   (a^ 

*  mounting  in  the  whole  to  five  pence  and  one  third 

*  part  of  a  penny  per  pound)  for  feveral  terms  of 

*  years  In  the  faid  refpedive  ads  mentioned.^andwhich 
'  have  fmce  been  continued  and  made  perpetual,  fub- 
'  jed  to  redemption  by  Parliament,  iliall,  from  and 

*  after  the  24th  ^zy  o^June  1733,  ceafe  and  de-^ 
^  tenjiine,' 

Upoi? 
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« 

Upon  this  fpcech  and  motion  cnfued  the  grand 
debate,  in  which  the  following  gentlemen  fpoke  in 
ubftance,  or  to  the  cffed  as  follows,  viz. 

Mr.  Alderman  Perry  laid,  '  Sir,  The  honourable  Mr.  AUer= 
gentleman  on  the  floor  has  taken  up  a  great  deal  of^"'^^^jJ'^''>'* 
the  time  of  the  committee,  in  Rating  a  great 
number  and  variety  of  fads,  and  in  drawing  con- 
clufions,  and  making  calculations  upon  the  fuppo* 
fition  that  every  one  of  thole  facts  was  exa6tly  as 
he  has  been  pleafed  to  reprefent  theqi  to  us.  This, 
Sir,  I  cannot  intirely  agree  with  the  gentleman  in, 
for  if  all  thofe  fa6ls  were  exa6lly  as  he  has  repre- 
fented  them,  and  if  all  the  computations  he  has 
made  upon  that  fuppofition  were  juil,  that  quanti- 
ty of  tobacco,  the  duties  of  which  the  public  is 
thereby  fuppofed  to  be  intirely  defrauded  of^ 
would  amount  to  a  much  greater  quantity  of 
tobacco  yearly  than  grows  in  the  whole  country 
from  which  we  fetch  that  commodity.  I  did 
not  expedl.  Sir,  to  have  heard  fjch  a  long  detail 
of  fads,  or  fomany  particular  computations  :  I  do 
not  think  it  at  all  neceflary  upon  the  prefentocca- 
fion.  I  expeded  that  the  gentleman  would  have 
taken  a  m.uch  more  general  and  a  more  jufc  method. 
I  thought  he  would  have  ftated  to  us  the  quantity 
of  tobacco  yearly  imported,  the  quantity  yearly 
exported,  and  would  have  given  us  the  beft  proofs 
that  could  be  found  for  juftifying  his  computations 
in  that  refped,  becaufe  from  thence  every  man 
might  have  eafily  feen  what  quantity  rem.ained  for 
home-confumption,  and  what  fum  of  money  that 
would  have  yearly  brought  in,  if  the  duties  had  beeii 
all  regularly  paid  ;  and  upon  comparing  that  with 
what  thofe  duties  have  really  amounted  to  for  fome 
years  pall,  we  might  have  been  able  to  have  made 
feme  guels  of  the  value  of  the  frauds  that  have 

'  beeri 
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been  committed,  and  of  the  advantage  that  may 
accrue  to  the  public,  fuppofing  that  all  frauds  were 
to  have  been  by  his  fcheme  prevented  for  time  to 
come. 

'  Thi.%  Sir,  is  the  proper  way,  the  only  way  of 
coming  at  any  fort  of  certain  knowledge  in  the  af- 
fair before  us  ^  but  I  am  afraid  if  we  ihould  confi- 
der  it  in  this  way,  we  vrculdfind,  that  the  fcheme 
now  propofed  to  us  would  be  of  no  fuch  mighty 
advantage  to  the  public  revenue  as  has  been  repre- 
fented,  even  fuppofing  that  all  frauds  were,  for  the 
future,  to  be  thereby  intirely  prevented  ;  and  con- 
fidering  that  no  method  of  colledlion,  no  pains  or 
penalties  that  can  be  contrived,  can  be  fuppofed  ef- 
fectual for  preventing  eveiy  fraud  that  may,  in 
time  to  come,  be  invented  and  fet  on  foot  ;  we 
would  have  found  no  great  temiptation  for  agree- 
ing to  any  fcheme,  by  which  the  liberties  of  our 
country  may  be  brought  into  the  lead  danger,  for 
the  fake  of  any  advantage  that  we  could  fuppofe 
would  have  thereby  accrued  to  the  public  revenue. 
That  there  are  frauds  committed  in  the  tobacco- 
trade,  I  fhall  never  pretend  to  deny,  I  make  no 
manner  of  doubt  but  that  there  are  too  many  frauds 
committed  in, that  trade,  as  well  as  in  every  other 
branch  of  the  public  revenue  :  But  upon  a  fair  ftate 
of  tlie  cafe,  I  am  lure  that  they  cannot  amount  to 
near  that  value  which  the  honourable  gentleman 
has  been  pleafed  to  mention  ;  and  therefore  I  fhall 
beg  leave  to  examine  a  little  thofe  particular  frauds 
and  calculations  which  have  been  mentioned  by 
him.' 

Here  he  went  through  and  examined  all  the  frauds 
that  had  been  mentioned,  and  all  the  computations 
that  had  been  made ;  more  particularly  as  to  the 
bonds  he  faid,  '  It  has  been  pretended.  Sir,  that  the 

*  public  has  fuftained,  and  are  flill  in  danger  of  fuf- 

*  taining  great  lofTes,    by  the  method  of  granting 

*  bonds  for  the  duties  payable  upon  tobacco  :  This, 

!Sir, 
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Sir,  I  had  before  heard  hinted  at  by  the  honoura- 
ble gentleman,  and  therefore  I  have  lately  had  a 
meeting  with  feveral  of  the  merchants  in  London^ 
trading  in  tobacco  :  We  have  examined  that  affair, 
and  I  can  now  tell  that  gentleman,  that  I  have  it 
in  commifTion  from  them  to  propofe,  that  if  the 
government  will  give  us  a  difcount  but  of  20000  /. 
we  will  give  undeniable  fecurity  for  the  payment  of 
all  the  bonds  they  are  now  poffeffed  of,  which  are 
not  become  defperate  by  the  bondfmen  being  alrea- 
dy gone  off,  or  become  bankrupts. 
'  As  to  that  fraud  called  Socking,  it  has  been  al- 
ready difcovered,  and  is,  I  hope,  prevented.  But, 
Sir,  it  is  well  known,  that  it  v/as  the  merchants 
that  difcovered  it  •,  the  merchants  went  and  com- 
plained of  it  to  the  commiffioners  of  the  cuiloms, 
and  the  merchants  joined  and  affifted  the  officers  of 
the  cuftoms  in  putting  an  effedual  flop  thereto. 
This  I  muff  know,  becaufe  I  had  the  honour  to  go 
at  the  head  of  feveral  merchants  trading  in  tobacco, 
to  the  commiffioners  of  the  cuftorns,  to  requeft  of 
them,  that  we  might  be  allowed  to  give  a  gratuity 
to  one  of  their  officers,  who  had  been  moil  inilru- 
mental  in  the  detecling  and  preventing  of  that 
fraud,  and  accordingly  I  myfelf,  Sir,  paid  that  offi- 
cer a  very  handfome  fum  of  money,  which  we  all 
thought  his  diligence  and  integrity  very  well  de- 
fei-ved. 

*  As  to  the  frauds  committed  at  t\\t  weighing  of 
the  tobacco,  either  on  importation  or  exportation, 
I  am  afraid  they  are  too  frequent ;  but  as  the  to- 
bacco is  always  weighed  upon  the  public  cuftom- 
houfe  keys,  where  cuilom-houfe  officers  fwarm  like 
bees  before  a  bee-hive,  and  as  there  mull  be  two 
or  three  officers  of  the  cuftoms,  attending  and  o- 
verlooking  the  weighing  of  every  cask  of  tobacco, 
we  cannot  fuppofe  that  thefe  frauds  were  ever  fo 
enormous  as  they  are  reprcfented  to  be.  Wiiate- 
^  ver  frauds  are  committed  in  that  way,  mufl  be  ei- 

*  ther 
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'  ther  by  the  negledb  or  collufion  of   the  ofHcers, 

*■  and  I  cannot  fee  how  the  fcheme  now  propofed  to 

'  us  will  make  the  officers,  either  of  the  cuiloms  or 

'  the  excife,  more  diligent  in  their  duty,    or  more 

*  f&ithful  to  their  trull  than  they  were  heretofore. 

*  As  to  the  re-landing  of  tobacco  after  it  has  been 

*  entered  for  exportation,  it  was  never  pretended  that 
*-  that  .was  pra6lifed  at  the  port  of  London,  nor  can  it 

*  be  pretended,  that  any  great  quantities  of  fuch  to- 

*  bacco  were  ever  confumed  in  London :  That  is  a 
'•  pra6lice  that  may  perhaps  have  been  frequent  in 
-*  the  northern  parts  of  the  ifland,  and  in  fome  diftant 
'  creeks  and  corners  of  the  coaft,  and  while   there 

*  is  fuch  a  vafr  difproportion  betv/een  the  prime  coit 
'  and  the  duties  on  tobacco,  I  may  prophefy,  that 
'  in  fuch  remote  places  this  will  always  be  a  practice  : 
'  It  could  not  be  prevented  by  ten  times  the  num- 

*  ber  of  officers  we  have,  even  though  we  had  a 
'  much  more  numerous  army  to  fupport  them  than 

*  we  have  at   prefent.     And  as  for  the  Itripping, 

*  cutting  and  preffing  the  llalks,  and  the  engine 

*  that  has  been  invented  for  that  purpofe,  if  the  ho- 
'  nourable  gentleman  mentioned  it  as  a  fraud,  or  as 

*  a  late  difcovery,  he  miftakes  it  very  much ;  on 
^  the  contrary,  it  is  no  fraud,  nor  is  it  a  late  difco- 
'  very ;  it  is  a  buHnefs  that  has  been  openly,  honeil- 

*  ly  and  publickly  carried  on  for  many  years  •,  it  is 

*  a  bufinefs  that  has  improved  our  tobacco -trade^ 

*  and  is  as  common  and  as  well  known,  as  the  bufi- 

*  nefs  of  a  woollen  or  a  linen  draper. 

'  Permit  me  now.  Sir,  to  take  fome  notice    of 

*  the  tobacco-planters,  and  of  the  hardfhips  they  are 
'  laid  under  by  their  tobacco-faclors^    who  are,  it 

*  feems,  now  become  their  lords  and  mailers.  I  am 

*  fure  none  of  them  ever  thought  of  complaining  till 

*  they  were  put  upon  it  by  letters  and  by  applications 

*  from  hence.      There  are  hardffiips  in  all  trades, 

*  v/hich  men  maufl:  neceffarily  fubmit  to,  or  give  up 

*  their  bufinefs  j  buc  every  man  that  underftands  the 

2  *  to- 
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*  tobacco-trade  mull  lee,that  the  hardfhips  the  fadors 

*  labour  under,  are  by  much  the  mod  numerous  and 

*  the  mofl  grievous ;  and  if  this  fcheme  fhould  take 

*  efFe6l,  they  will  become  fo  grievous,  that  no  man 

*  would  be  able  to  continue  in  the  trade,  by  which 

*  the  planters  would  be  utterly  undone,  and  the  trade 
*■  quite  loft  to  this  nation  •,  for  it  would  be  impofli- 

*  ble  for  them  to  manage  their  plantations,  or  to  fend 

*  tlieir   produce  to  Britain^   without  having  fome 

*  coniiderable  merchants  fettled  here,  to  fend  Jfhips 
*•  to  receive  the  fame  in  America^  to  receive  and  dif- 

*  pofe  of  it  after  it  is  landed  here,  and  to  fupply  them 

*  with  ready  money  till  their  tobacco  can  be  brought 

*  to  a  proper  market.     As  to  the  remonftrance  men- 

*  tioned  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  to  have  been 
*•  lately  itrX  over  by  the  tobacco-planters,  I  know, 

*  Sir,  that  it  was  obtained  by  letters  fent  from,  hence, 

*  and  I  believe  many  of  thofe  who  joined  in  it,  nov/ 
'  heartily  repent  of  what  they  have  done  ;  it  was 

*  drawn  up  in  the  form  of  a  petition  to  this  houfe^ 
'  and  was  defigned  to  have  been  prefented,  but  it 
'  feems  the  promoters  of  it  have  thougiit  better  of 
'  the  matter  :    However,    that  it  was  obtained  in 

*  the  unfair  manner  I  have  reprefented,  I  am  now 
'  ready  to  prove,  to  the  conviction  of  th.^  whole 
'  world. 

'  This  then  being  the  cafe,  as  the  fcheme  now 
^  propofed  to  -  us  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  of  any 

*  great  benefit  to  the  public  revenue,  as  it  will  be  fo 
'  far  from  being  an  advantage  to  the  fair  trader,  or 

*  to  the  honeft  planter,  that  it  may  probably  ruin 
'  both,  and  intirely  dellroy  our  tobacco-trade  ;  tho* 
'  I  and  all  honeft  men  (and  I  defy  that  honourable 
'  gentleman,  I  defy  the  whole  world  to  reproach  me 

*  with  pne  unfair  praftice,    in  the  whole  courfe  of 

*  my  life)  I  fay.  Sir,  though  I  and  all  honeft  mea 
'  wilh  from  our  hearts,  that  frauds  may  be  prevent- 
/  ed  in  this,  as  v/ell  as  in  every  other  branch  of  the 

*  public  revenue,  yet  I  carinot  give  my  affent  to  a 

*  pro- 
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*  propofition  that  may  be  of  fo  dangerous  confe- 
'  quence  •,  a  propofition  which  I  look  upon  to  be  in- 
'  confiflent  with  our  conflitution  5  I  am  convinced 
'  it  would  prove  to  be  a  mofl  fatal  flroke  to  the  li- 
^  berties  of  my  country,  which  v/ill,  I  doubt  not,  be 
^  made  plainly  appear  by  other  gentlemen  of  much 
'  greater  abilities  tiian  mine;  and  to  every  man  who 
^  has  a  regard  for  his  country,  or  for  the  people  he 
^  reprefent.^,  this  lad  mufl:  be   a  fufHcient   reafon 

*  for  being  againfl  it,  even  though  it  were  other- 
*■  wife  the  m.ofl  beneficial  fcheme  that  had  ever  been 
'  propofed. 

^  But,  Sir,  fmce  I  look  upon  my  being  a  mem- 
'  ber  of  this  houfe,  as  the  greateil  glory  of  my  life, 

*  fince  I  look  upon  that  day  on  which  I  was  chofe 
^  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  city  of  London^  as 
^  the  mofl  aufpi clous  day  of  my  whole  life,  I  can- 

*  not  tamely  fit  flill  and  hear  the  whole  body  of  the 
'  merchants  of  that  great  city,  reprefented  by  that 
'  honourable  gentleman,  as  a  pack  of  rogues,  fmug* 
'  glers,  and  unfair  traders.  It  is  a  treatment  they  no 
'  way  deferve,   it  is  a  very  odd,  a  very  unkind  fort 

*  of  treatment,  and  fuch  a  treatment  as  I  am  fure 
'  they  never  will  forget,  I  believe  they  never  will 
'  forgive/ 

SirVaui  Sir  Paul  Mcthum^  one  of  the  reprefentatives  for 

s^^e^'h  "'^    the  borough  of  Brackley  in  NorthamptGnfljire^  faid, 

'  Sir,  When  I  firft  heard  of  this  fcheme  I  was  in  the 

'  country,  and  there,  I  mufl  fay,  that  it  had  been 

*  reprefented  in  fuch  a  light  as  created  a  general  dif- 

*  like  to  it,  and  raifed  great  apprehenfions  in  the 
'  minds  of  mofl  people.  It  was  reprefented  as  a 
'  fcheme  lor  introducing   a  general  excife  ;    fuch  a 

*  fcheme,  I  own,  I  would  not  allow  myfelf  to  think 

*  was  contrived  or  approved  of  by  any  gentleman  in 

*  the  adminiftration  ^  I  did  imagine,  that  all  thofe 

*  in  the  adminiflration  were  very  well  convinced,  that 
'  a  general  excife  was  what  the  people  of  England 

2  '  would 
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*  would  never  quietly  fubmit  to,  and  therefore  I 
'  would  not  allow  myfeif  to  believe  that  any  of  them 
'  would  ever  countenance  a  fcheme  that  had  the  leail 
^  tendency  that  way  :  But  now.  Sir,  after  having 
^  heard  it  opened,  and  fully  explained,  by  the  ho- 
^  nourable  gentleman  on  the  floor,    I    cannot   but 

*  think  that  it  is  a  wide  ftep  towards  eftablifliing  a 
'^  general  excife  upon  the  people  of  this  nation,  and 
^  therefore  I  muil  be  excufed  in  giving  my  diflent 

*  to  it. 

'  In  fo  far  as  it  relates  to  trade,    with  which  it 

*  certainly  has  a  very  clofe  connexion,  I  fhall  leave 
^  it  to  be  explained  by  others,  who  are  more  conver- 

*  fant  in  thofe  affairs  than  I  am  ;  and  as  to  how  far 
^  it  may  be  a  remedy  for  the  frauds  mentioned  by 

*  the  honourable  gentleman,  I  will  not  take  upon  me 
^  to  fay  •,  but  there  is  another  concern  which  I  fhall 

*  always,  while   I  have  the  honour  to  fit  in  this 

*  houfe,  have  a  particular  eye  to,  and  that  is,  Sir^ 
'  the  liberty  of  my  country.  The  danger  which  this 
'  fcheme  feems  to  threaten  to  the  liberty  of  many  of 

*  my  fellow  fubjedls,    is  alone  of  fufficient  force  to 

*  make  me  give  my  negative  to  the  queftion  moved 

*  for.     Let  gentlemen  but  refle6l,  let  them  but  caft 

*  their  eyes  back,    on  the  feverai  laws   that   have 

*  been  made  fince  the  revolution,  they  will  there 

*  find,  that  there  has  been  already  more  power 
'  vefled  in  the  crown,  than  may  be  thought  alroge- 
«  ther  confiftent  with  the  conflitution  of  a  free  coun- 

*  try,  and  therefore.  Sir,  I  hope  this  houfe  will  ne- 
«  ver  think  of  adding  to  that  power,  which  there 

*  may  be  fome  ground  to  fufped:  to  be  already  too 

*  far  extended. 

•  The  laws  of  excife.  Sir,  have  always  been  looked 

*  on  as  moil  grievous  to  the  fubjed  :    All  thofe  al- 

*  ready  fubjeded  to  fuch  laws,  are,  in  my  opinion, 
'  fo  far  deprived  of  their  liberty ;  and  fince  by  this 

<  fcheme,  a  great  many  more  of  his  Majefty's  faith- 

<  ful  fubjedls  are  to  be  fubjeftcd  to  thofe  arbitrary 

Vol. 'XI,      ~  C  '  laws, 
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laws,let  the  advantages  accruing  to  the  public  from 
it  be  never  fo  great  or  fo  many,  they  will  be  pur- 
chafed  at  too  dear  a  rate,  if  they  are  purchafed  at 
the  expence  of  the  liberty  of  the  meaneft  of  his 
Majefty's  fubjeds ;  for  even  the  meaneft  man  in 
the  nation,  has  as  natural  and  as  good  a  right  to 
his  liberty,  as  the  greateft  man  in  this  or  in  any 
other  kingdom. 

'  Let  us,  Sir,  but  take  a  view  of  our  neighbouring 
nations  in  Europe^  they  were  all  once  free,  the 
people  of  every  one  of  them  had  once  as  many  li- 
berties  and  privileges  to  boaft  of  as  we  have  now, 
but  at  prefent  they  are  moft  of  them  reduced  to  a 
ftate  of  flavery,  they  have  no  liberty,  no  proper- 
ty, no  law,  nor  any  thing  that  they  can  depend 
on.  Let  us  examine  their  hiftories,  let  us  inquire 
into  the  methods  by  which  they  were  deprived  of 
their  liberties,  and  we  fhall  find  a  very  near  re- 
femblance  between  thofe  methods  and  the  fcheme 
now  propofed  to  us.  Almoft  in  every  country  in 
the  world,  the  liberties  of  the  people  have  been 
deftroyed  under  pretence  of  preferving,  or  of  ref- 
cuing  the  people  from  fome  great  evil,  to  which 
it  was  pretended  they  were  expofed  ;  this.  Sir,  is 
the  very  cafe  nov/  before  us ;  in  order  to  enable  the 
crown  to  prevent  fome  little  frauds,  pretended  to 
have  been  committed  in  the  ancient  method  of  col- 
lefting  the  public  revenue,  it  is  propofed  to  us,  to 
put  fuch  a  power  in  the  hands  of  the  crown,  as 
may  enable  fome  future  Prince  to  enflave  the  whole 
nation.  This,  Sir,  is  really  the  light  in  which 
this  fcheme  appears  to  me,  but  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  propofed  it  to  us,  I  am  perfuaded 
it  appears  in  a  quite  different  light,  otherwife,  I 
am  certain,  he  would  never  have  propofed  it  to 
this  committee  :  However,  Sir,  fmce  the  genera- 
lity  of  the  nation  have  already  Ihewn  a  great  diflike 
to  it,  I  therefore  hope  the  honourable  gentleman 
*  may  be  prevailed  on  to  delay  it  till  another  feflion 

«  of 
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of  Parliament ;  in  fuch  a  delay  there  can  be  no 
danger,  there  can  be  no  great  lofs  to  the  public, 
more  efpecially,  fmce  the  money  to  be  thereby 
raifed,  is  not  fo  much  as  propofed  to  be  applied  to 
the  current  fervices  of  this  prcfent  year.  If  it  be 
delayed  till  another  fellion  of  Parliament,  gentle- 
men will  then  have  time  to  confider  it  fully,  and 
to  confult  with  their  conflituents  about  it  •,  by  that 
time  it  may  pofTibly  appear  in  a  quite  different 
light,  both  to  me  and  to  many  other  gentlemen 
without  doors  as  well  as  Vv^ithin,  and  then,  if  upon 
examination,  it  appears  to  be  as  good  a  thing  as 
fome  gentlemen  now  feem  to  believe,  it  will  with- 
out doubt  be  approved  of  by  the  generality  of 
thofe  without,  as  well  as  by  tlie  md.jorky  of  thofe 
within. 

^  But,  Sir,  I  hope  thofe  gentlemen, who  have  now 
fo  good  an  opinion  of  the  fcheme,  will  not  think 
of  thrufling  it  down  people's  throat.%  when  they 
fee  that  the  generality  of  the  nation  have  an  opi- 
nion of  it  quite  different  from  what  they  have ; 
fuch  a  refolution,  fuch  an  attempt  might  produce 
confequences  which  I  tremble  to  think  of ;  and  this. 
Sir,  is  another  motive  which  is  of  great  VvTight 
with  me  -,  I  have  the  honour  to  know  his  Majefty, 
his  royal  perfon  I  have  formerly  had  the  lionour 
to  approach,  and  I  know  him  to  be  a  prince  of  fo 
much  goodnefs,  that  were  this  fcherne  repre  fen  ted 
in  this  light  to  him,  he  never  would  approve  of 
it ;  to  him  it  will  always  be  a  fufficient  reafon 
againft  any  proportion,  that  the  generality  of  hi? 
people  have  fhewn  their  diflike  to  it.  I  love  hi-s 
Majefly,  I  have  a  fincere  and  dutiful  refpeft  for 
him  and  all  his  royal  family,  and  therefore  1  fhall 
always  be  afraid  of  any  thing  that  may  alienate 
the  affedions  of  many  of  his  Majefty's  faithful 
fubjeds,  which  I  beheve  would  be  the  certain  con- 
*  feqnence  of  the  prefent  eflabliihment  of  this  fcheme; 

C  2  '  for 
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for  which  reafons.  Sir,  if  the  queftion  be  now  pufh- 
ed,  I  fhall  moft  heartily  give  my  negative  to  it. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  '  Sir,  after  the  honour- 
able gentleman  by  me  had  opened  to  the  Com- 
mittee in  a  manner  fo  full  and  fo  clear,  a  fcheme 
which  had  met  with  fo  unfair  and  fo  ungenerous 
a  treatment,  before  thofe,  who  treated  it  fo,  could 
know  any  thing  about  it  -,  I  little  expedled  that  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  or  any  gen- 
tleman in  this  Committee,  could  have  fo  far  mif- 
taken  it,  as  to  have  taken  it  in  the  light  they  now 
do.  In  my  opinion.  Sir,  the  debate  is  now  put 
upon  a  footing  very  different  from  what  it  ought 
to  be  ;  what  can  the  affair  now  before  us  have 
to  do  with  our  conflitution  ?  There  is  nothings 
there  can  be  nothing  fuppofed  to  be  in  the  propo- 
fition  made  by  my  honourable  friend,  that  can  in 
the  leafb  tend  towards  incroaching  on  our  confli- 
tution, or  tov/ards  affeding  the  liberty  of  the  fub- 
jed.  The  only  confideration  at  prefent  before  us 
is,  whether  we  fhall  allow  thofe  grofs  frauds  and 
abufes  formerly  committed  in  the  tobacco- trade, 
to  be  flill  carried  on  with  impunity,  or  if  we  fhall 
accept  of  a  remedy,  which  by  effedually  prevent- 
ing thefe  frauds  for  the  future,  will  confiderably 
improve  the  publick  revenue,  will  be  of  great  ad- 
vantage to  the  fair  trader,  and  of  fingular  ufe  and 
benefit  to  the  whole  nation  ^ 
^  This,  Sir,  is  the  plain  queflion  now  before  us, 
and  if  it  be  confidered  in  its  proper  light,  without 
confounding  it  with  Qther  matters  with  which  it 
has  no  manner  of  relation,  I  am  fure  it  cannot  ad- 
mit of  any  debate.  The  honourable  gentleman  in 
opening  this  affair  to  us,  made  it  fo  manifefl,  that 
there  have  been  great  frauds  committed  in  that 
branch  of  trade,  and  that  the  preventing  of  thofe 
frauds  would  be  a  great  improvement  to  the  pub- 
lic rev^mie^  that  what  he  advance^  upon  that  head, 

<  has 
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^  has  not  been  oppofed  or  contradidled  :  And  this 
'  houfe  has  been  upon  all  occafions  fo  very  careful 

*  of  the  public  revenues,    and  has  been  always  fo 

*  ready  to  agree  to  any  meafures  for  preventing 
'  abufes  In  the  colledling  of  them,  that  I  cannot  help 

*  thinking  that  the  diflike  which  appears  againll  the 

*  remedy  now  propofed,  muft  proceed  from  fome 

*  other  motives  than  gentlemen  are  willing  to  own. 

'  It  is  certain.  Sir,  that  by  the  frauds  and  abufes 

*  that  are  committed  in  this  branch  of  the  revenue, 

*  not  only  the  public  is  cheated  of  what  is  due  to 
'  them,  but  likewife  every  private  confumer  is  moft 

*  grofly  impofed  on,    for  he  pays  the  fame  price  as 

*  if  the  duties  had  a6lually  been  paid  to  the  public. 

*  He  pays  a  high  price  for  what  he  confumes,  but 

*  then  he  has  this  for  his  comfort,  that  he  thinks  a 

*  great  part  of  that  high  price  goes  towards  the  pub- 

*  lie  good  of  his  country  •,  but  in  all  fraudulent  trade 

*  he  is  impofed  on,  the  high  price  he  pays  goes  every 
^  farthing  of  it  into  the  pocket  of  the  frudulent 
^  dealer.     This  then  being  plainly  the  cafe,  I  fhould 

*  think  that  the  gentlemen  who  are  to  oppofe  this 

*  fcheme,  would  endeavour  to  Ihew  us,  that  no  fuch 
'  frauds  as  are  pretended  have  been  committed,  or 

*  that  they  are  lb  inconfiderable  that  they  are  not 
^  worth  minding,    or  that   what  is  now  propofed 

*  would  be  no  fort  of  remedy  for  them  ;  but  upon 

*  the  prefent  queftion,    to  talk  of  our  conflitution, 

*  feems  really  to  me  to  be  a  fort  of  infinuation,  as 
'  if  frauds  in  the  colledling  of  the  public  revenue, 

*  were  become  a  part  of  our  confliiution,  and  that 

*  whoever  attempts  to  remedy  them,  mud  attempt 
^  fomething  againft  our  conftitution  :  And  as  to  the 

*  liberty  of  the  fubjedl,  it  is  not  pofTible  for  me  to 

*  find  out  any  liberty  that  can  be  flruck  at  by  the 
•^  fcheme  now  before  us^  but  the  liberty  of  fmug- 
'^  gling ;  for  as  to  national  liberty,  as  to  that  liberty 
^  which  has  always  been,  and  I  hope  alv/ays  will  be 
«  the  glory  of  the  people  of  thefc  kingdoms,    it  is 

C  3  '-  certain 
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certain  that  our  public  revenues  are  its  greatcfl  fe- 
curity  :  How  then  can  that  fcheme  be  faid  to  tend 
towards  the  dcilroying  of  liberty,  which  fo  evident- 
ly tcncis  tov/ards  the  improvement  of  that  upon 
which  our  liberty  manifellly  depends  ? 
'  As  to  the  raifing  of  clamours  and  difaffe6tion 
among  his  Majelly's  faithful  fubjedls,  there  can  be 
no  reafon  for  apprehending  any  fuch  thing  from 
the  fcheme  nov/  propofed  to  us :  Whatever  cla- 
m.ours  may  have  Ixicn  unjuftly  raifed  by  ill-defign- 
ing  men  againfl:  the  fcheme,  before  it  was  known, 
will  certainly  vanifh  as  foon  as  it  comes  to  be  pub- 
lickly.  known,  that  there  never  was  any  thing  in- 
tended by  the  fcheme,  but  only  to  enable  the  pub- 
lic to  receive  thofe  duties  they  are  already  by  law 
in  titled  to,  and  to  prevent  the  fair  trader's  being 
undone  by  rogues  and  fmugglers ;  fo  that  one 
llrong  argument  with  me  for  agreeing  to  the  fcheme 
is,  that  by  carrying  it  into  execution,  and  thereby 
fhewing  to  every  man  what  it  really  is,  thofe  ill- 
grounded  clamours,  which  have  been  raifed  by  the 
enemies  of  the  government,  may  be  allayed,  and 
may  be  made  appear  to  be  at  laft  as  groundlefs  as 
they  were  at  firfl  malicious.  Befides,  Sir,  as  one. 
of  the  chief  things  intended  by  this  fcheme,  is  the, 
relief  of  the  landed  interefl,  it  mufh  contribute  to- 
w^ards  eftabliHiing  his  Majefty  and  his  government 
in  the  hearts  and  affedions  of  all  the  landed  gen- 
tlemien  in  England^  v/hen  they  fee  themfelves  fo 
confiderably  relieved  as  to  a  tax  which  they  have 
been  charged  with  for  a  great  many  years,  and  that 
without  loading  them  or  any  of  their  fellow-fub- 
jedts  with  any  new  tax  whatever,  or  obliging  one 
honeil  man  in  the  kingdom  to  contribute  a  farthing 
to  the  public  charge  more  than  he  did  before : 
This,  Sir,  muft  fecure  to  his  Majefty  the  affe6lions 
of  all  honefb  men,  and  it  will  greatly  improve  our 
charadler  am.ong  our  foreign  neighbours ;  for  when 
they  fee  tl^af.  the  government  may  be  fupported  in 
-'^'''"'  '  times 
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*  times  of  peace,  without  the  afliflance  of  that  im- 
<  pofition  which  is  yearly  raifed  upon  the  land-hpldT 

*  ers  of  Great  Britain^  they  will  be  careful  of  giving 

*  us  any  difturbance  or  offence,  they  will  all  fee  that 
«  we  have  a  fund  in  referve,  ready  at  all  times,  and 
'  fufficieent  for  fupporting  a  moil  heavy  and  expen- 

*  five  war. 

'  As  to  the  feverity  of  the  laws  of  excife,    I  am 

*  furprifed.  Sir,  to  hear  gentlemen  talk  fo  much  of 
«  it  as  they  do.  They  talk  of  thofe  laws  as  if  there 
'  were  fomething  in  them  mofl  fingularly  feverCj 
'  when  it  is  well  known  that  the  laws  of  the  cuftoms 
'  are  in  many  cafes  as  fevere  as  thofe  of  the  excife^ 
'  and  the  powers  granted  by  the  former  are  in  moft 
^  cafes  as  extenfive  as  the  powers  granted  by  the  lat- 
'  ter  :  An  officer  of  the  cuftoms.  Sir,  has  in  many 
'  cafes  a  power  of  entering  the  houfe  of  any  fubjecft 
'  in  Britain :  This,  Sir,  is  a  power  that  is  abfo« 
'  lutely  necelTary  to  be  given,  and  will  always  be" 
'  neceflfary  as  long  we  have  any  duties  to  be  le- 
^  vied  :  It  is  a  power  they  have  had  for  many  years 
^  and  yet  it  never  has  been,  I  hope  it  never  will  be 

'  abufed ;  if  ever  it  fhould,  the  Parliament  would 
'  without  doubt  feverely  chaftize  that  officer  that 
'  committed  fuch  an  abufe,  or  thofe  commifTioners 
'  who  dared  to  encourage  him  in  the  committing  of 
'  any  fuch  abufe.     In  this  therefore  the  laws  of  the 

*  excife  are  no  more  fevere  than  the  laws  of  the  cu- 
'  ftoms,  and  in  moft  other  cafes  we  ftiall  find  them 
'  pretty  much  the  fame  with  refpedl  to  feverity  ^ 

■  for  which  reafon  I  could  not  but  be  furprifed  to 
hear  the  honourable  gentleman  vdio  fpokc  laft  fay, 

■  that  he  thought  all  thofe  who  v/ere  fubjedl  to  the 

*  laws  of  excife  were  downright  ilaves,  andv/ercin- 
tirely  deprived  of  their  liberty:  I  believe,  S'w^ 
that  moft  of  thofe  people,  v/ho  are  now  fubjed:  to 
the  laws  of  excife,  look  upon  themfelves  to  be  as 
free,  and  to  enjoy  as  much  liberty,  as  any  other 
of  hi"  Maiefty's  fubieas. 

'    Q  A  *  One 
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'  One  of  the  great  Complaints  againft  this  fcheme 
is,  I  find, Sir,  that  it  will  greatly  increafe  the  num- 
ber o[  excifc-ofHcers ;  a  new  army  of  excifemen,  it, 
is  faid,  mull  be  raifed  for  the  execution  of  this 
fcheme,  and  this  may  be  of  dangerous  confequence 
to  our  liberties.  But  how  little  weight  there  is  in 
this  argument  I  leave  to  every  gentleman  to  judge: 
The  whole  number  propofed  to  be  added  is  not 
above  126  officers ;  but  granting  that  there  were 
to  be  150,  is  this  nation  to  be  enflavedby  150  lit- 
tle excifemen  ?  In  this  there  is  really  fomething  fo 
ridiculous,  that  I  am  almofl  afhamed  to  mention 
it. 

^  Another  obje(51:ion  is,  that  thereby  a  great  many 
people  will  be  fubjeded  to  be  tried  by  the  com- 
miffioners  of  excife,  or  by  commiflioners  of  ap- 
peal, who  are  intirely  dependent  on  the  crown,  and 
removable  at  pleafure  ;  but  this  objeclion,  Sir, 
is  I  think  intirely  removed,  by  making  the  appeal 
to  three  Judges  in  Wefiminfter-hall^  who  are  all 
Judges  for  life,  and  are  consequently  intirely  inde- 
pendent on  the  crown.  To  this  the  gentlemen 
anfwer,  that,  even  before  thofe  Judges,  the  fubjedt 
is  not  to  be  tried  by  a  jury,  and  this  is  loudly  com- 
plained of,  as  if  the  iubjeding  of  Englijhmen  to 
any  tryal  but  that  by  a  jury  were  a  great  innova- 
tion, and  dangerous  encroachment  upon  our  con- 
ftitution.  I  own.  Sir,  that  by  the  great  charter, 
by  one  of  the  fundamental  articles  of  our  confli- 
tution,  every  Englifiman  is  to  be  tried  by  his  peers  ; 
but.  Sir,  has  not  the  wifdom  of  the  nation  found 
it  necefTary  to  admit  of  many  exceptions  to  this 
general  rule  ;  we  have  feveral  of  our  moll  eminent 
courts,  which  are  in  every  method  of  their  pro- 
ceeding an  exception  to  this  rule  ;  in  the  court 
of  Chancery  we  have  no  trials  by  juries  ;  in 
the  high  court  of  Admiralty  we  have  no  trials  by 
juries  •,  and  in  many  particular  cafes  it  is  ordered 

«  that 


A.  1733.  DEBATES.  25 

«  that  the  affair  Ihall  be  tried  in  the  mod  fummary 

*  way  without  any  jury  :  In  all  chefe  cafes  the  wif- 

*  dom  of  the  nation  found  it  neceffary  to  depart  from 
'  the  general  rule  eftablifhed  by  the  great  charter, 
'  and  therefore   they   altered  the  method  of  trial. 

*  Why  fhould  not  the  legiflature  now  do  the  fame  ? 
'  Is  not  their  power  the  fame  ?  And  if  they  fee  good 
'  reafon  for  it  in  the  prefent  cafe,  ought  not  tliey  to 

*  do  it  ?  Whatever  is  done  by  the  wifdom  of  Parlia- 

*  ment  becomes  a  part  of  our  conflitution  •,  and 
'  whatever  new  method  of  trial  is  thereby  introduced, 

*  becomes  from  thenceforth  as  much  a  part  of  our 

*  conflitution  as  ever  the  old  one  was. 

'  Now,  Sir,  if  ever  there  was  a  reafon  in  any  cafe 

*  for  altering  the  ancient  method  of  trial  by  jury,  I 
'  am  fure  there  is  a  very  ftrong  reafon  for  altering 

*  it  with  regard  to  trials  concerning  the  revenue  : 

*  Every  gentleman,  who  has  been  the  lead  conver- 
^  fant  in  the  courts  of  Weft minfter-h all ^  well  knows 

*  the  partiality  of  juries  in  favour  of  thofe  who  are 

*  fued  by  the  crown  for  any  frauds  in  the  public  re- 

*  venue  ;  I  could  give  many  inftances  of  it  ♦,  but  I 
'  fhall  mention  only  one.'  (Here  he  informed  the 
houfe  of  the  cafe)  '  The  defendant  in  this  cafe  was 

*  one  of  the  moft  famous  and  the  moil  notorious 

*  fmugglers  in  the  whole  country,  he  had  often  been 

*  tried  for  fuch  pradlices,  and  though  he  had  always 

*  before  efcaped,  yet  it  was  thought  impolTible  he 

*  fhould  then  get  off ;  I  had  then  the  honour  to  ferve 

*  the  crown,  and  fo  mull  very  well  remember  the 

*  trial ;    the  evidence  againfl  him  was  fo  very  full 

*  and  clear,  that  I  believe  there  was  not  a  man  in  the 

*  court,  except  thofe  on  the  jury,    who  were  not 

*  fully  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  evidence  given 
'  againfl  him  ;  he  v/as,  according  to  the  opinion  of 

*  every  other  man  prefent,  fully  convidled  of  what 

*  he  was  accufed  of  ^  yet  the  gentlemen  of  the  jury 
'  thought  fit  to  bring  in  a  verdidt  in  his  favour : 
I  So  that  really?  Sir,  the  crown  can  never  pretend 

^  to 
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*  to  prevent  fmiiggling  or  unfair  trading,  as  long  as 

*  the  trials  are  to  be  for  the  mofl  part  by  juries ; 

*  and  where  it  becomes  neceflary  to  alter  that  method 
'  of  trial,  the  altering  it  in  that  new  cafe  can  no  more 

*  be  faid  to  be  an  innovation  or  an  encroachment  on 
'  our  conftitution,  than  the  altering  of  it  formerly 
'  in  another  cafe  was. 

'  In  fhort,  Sir,  I  have  as  great  a  value  for  the  h- 

*  berty  of  my  fellow-fubjefe  as  any  gentleman  in 

*  this  hcufe ;  I  fhall  always  be  ready  to  appear  for 

*  the  liberties  of  my  country  v/henever  I  fee  them 

*  in  any  manner  attacked  ;    but  as  liberty  does  not 

*  at  all  enter  into  the  prefent  queflion,  it  is  needlefs 

*  to  make  any  declarations  about  it,  or  to  have  it  in 

*  any  way  under  our  confideration,  and  therefore  I 
'  fhall  be  very  ready  to  give  my  affent  to  the  mo- 
'  tion  made  by  the  honourable  gentleman  near  me.* 

Sir  Paul  Methuen,     *  I  rife  up.  Sir,  only  to  ex- 

*  plain  myfelf  as  to  one  particular  in  which  the  ho- 
^  nourable  and  learned  gentleman  over  the  v/ay,  for 

*  whom  I  have  a  very  great  refped,    feems  to  have 

*  miftaken  me,  or  rather  indeed  has  mifreprefented 
"■  what  I  faid.      For  I  did  not  fay.  Sir,  that  thofe 

*  v/ho  are  now  fubje6l  to  the  laws  of  excife  are  down- 
'  right  flaves,  or  that  they  are  totally  deprived  of 

*  their  liberty.  I  fhould  be  forry.  Sir,  if  any  fuch 
'  thing  could  be  faid  of  any  man  that  has  the  leaft 
^  pretence  to  call  himfelf  a  fubjedt  of  Great  Bri- 
'  tain  ;  but  I  faid.  Sir,  that  thoie  who  are  fubjeded 
-  to  the  laws  of  excife,  are  in  fo  far,  as  they  are  fub- 
'  ie6led  to  fuch  laws,    deprived  of  their  liberty  : 

*  They  are  deprived  of  a  part  of  their  liberty,  and 
'  therefore  cannot  be  faid  to  be  as  free  as  any  other 
«  of  his  Majefty's  fubjeds.    This   I  faid.  Sir,  this 

*  is  ftill  my  opinion,  and  if  thofe  who  are  fo  unfor- 

*  tunate  as  to  be  fubje6t  to  the  laws  of  excife  were 
'  to  be  asked  the  queflion.  Whether  they  think 
'•  themfelves  as  free  in  gll  cafes  as  thofe  who  are  fub- 

'  jed 
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'  je6l  to  no  fuch  lav/s  ?  I  believe  there  is  not  one 
^  of  them  but  would  anfwer,  No.' 

Sir  John  Barnard.     '  I  find.  Sir,  that  the   ho- ^Jj'^'^^^'J,^ 

*  nourable  gentleman  who  opened  this  icheme  to  thesi>eech. 
^  Committee,  and  the  honourable  and  learned  gen- 

'  tleman  who  fpoke  laft,    make  great  complaints 

*  of  fome    people's    having    groily    and    malici- 

*  oufly  mifreprelented  their  fcheme,    before  thofe 

*  mahcious  perfons  knew  what  it  was.  For  my 
'  part.  Sir,  I  happen  to  be  of  a  very  different  v/ay  of 

*  thinking  ;    for  tho'  I  am  far  from  thinking  that 

*  the  fcheme,  as  now  opened  to  us,  is  the  very  fame 

*  with  what  it  v/as  when  firfl  formed,  yet  even  as 
*•  it  is  now  opened,  it  is  fuch  a  fcheme  in  my  opinion 
'  as  cannot,  even  by  malice  itfelf,  be  reprefented  to 

*  be  worfe  than  it  really  is.  Now  that  I  know  it, 
^  now  that  I  fee  what  it  is,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  a 
^  fcheme  that  will  be  attended  with  all  thofe  bad  con- 

*  fequences  that  ever  were  apprehended  from  it  be- 

*  fore  it  was  known  -,    and  I  plainly  forefee  that  it 

*  will  produce  none  of  thofe  good  effects  which  gen- 

*  tlemen  have  been  pleafed  to  entertain  us  with  the 
'  hopes  of:  They  have  indeed  gilded  t\it  pill  a  Jit- 

*  tie,  but  the  compofition  within  is  Itill  the  fame  ; 
<  and  if  the  people  of  England  be  obliged  to  fwal- 
'  low  it,  they  will  find  it  as  bitter  a  pill  as  ever  was 

*  fwallowed  by  them  fmce  they  were  a  people. 

'  The  learned  gentlemian  was  pleafed  to  fay,  that 

*  he  was  of  opinion  that  the  opporkion  to  this  v/icked 

*  fcheme,  (for  fo.  Sir,  I  muft  call  it)  proceeded  from 
*-  other  motives  than  gentlemen  are  willing  to  own  : 
'  I  do  not  know  what  motives  he  can  mean ;  but  I 
'  am  perfuaded  that  thofe  gentlemen  who  propofe 
'  this  fchem.e,  have  fome  fecret  viev/s,  v/hich  it  would 
'  neither  be  convenient  nor  fafe  for  them  to  ov/n  in 

*  this  place.     For  as  to  any  reafons  or  views  which 

*  may  be  openly  avowed  for  the  propofing  of  this 

^  fcheme 
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*  fcheme,  I  know  of  none  but  that  of  preventing  the 

*  frauds  that  may  be  committed  in  that  branch  of  the 

*  revenue  now  under  our  confideration ;    and  that 

*  this  fcheme  will  not  anfwer  that  purpofe,  has,  I 

*  think,  been  made  plainly  appear  by  my  worthy 

*  brother  near  m.e  •,    but  granting  that  this  fcheme 

*  fhould  anfwer  fuch  a  purpofe,  if  the  laws  now  in 

*  being,  duly  executed,  are  fufficient  for  anfwering 

*  that  purpofe,  what  neceflity  is  there  for  applying 
^  this  new,  this  defperate  remedy,  a  remedy  which 

*  is  certainly  m.uch  worfe  than  the  difeafe  ?  Before  I 

*  proceed  any  farther,  I  Ihall  defire  that  the  commif- 

*  fioners  of  the  cuftoms,  who  are  attending  at  the 
^  door  may  be  called  in.*  The  commifTioners  were 
accordingly  called  in,  and  being  asked  by  Sir  Johuy 
What  they  thought  the  value  of  the  frauds  commit- 
ted in  the  tobacco- trade  might  amount  to  one  year 
with  another  ?  Their  anfwer  in  efFeft  was,  that  they 
had  never  made  any  computation  •,  but  one  of  them 
faid,  that  by  a  computation  he  had  made  only  for 
the  fatisfying  of  his  own  private  curiofity,  he  belie- 
ved the  frauds  come  to  their  knowledge  might  a- 
mount  to  30  or  40,000  /.  per  annum  one  year  with 
another.  Then  Sir  John  put  the  following  queflion 
to  them.  Whether  or  no  it  was  their  opinion,  that 
if  the  officers  of  the  cuftoms  performed  their  duty 
diligently  and  faithfully,  it  would  not  effedually  pre- 
vent all,  or  moft  of  the  frauds  that  could  be  commit- 
ted in  the  tobacco-trade  ?  To  which  they  anfwered, 
that  it  was  their  opinion  it  would.  Then  he  ask- 
ed them.  Whether  or  no  it  was  their  opinion,  that 
if  the  commifTioners  of  the  cuftoms  had  the  fame 
power  over  their  officers,  that  the  commiffioners  of 
excife  have  over  their's,  it  would  contribute  a  great 
deal  towards  making  them  more  exad  and  more 
faithful  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duty,  than  they 
now  are  ?  And  their  anfwer  was.  That  they  be- 
lieved it  would.  After  this,  the  commiflioners  be- 
ing 
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ing  withdrawn.  Sir  John  went  on  to  the  efFed  as  fol- 
lows,  viz. 

'  I  now,  Sir,  leave  it  to  every  gentleman  in  this 
«  houfe  to  confider,  what  real  pretence  can  be  form- 
«  ed  for  introducing  fuch  a  dangerous  fcheme,  as 

*  what  has  been  propofed  to  us.  The  only  pretence 

*  I  have  yet  heard  made  ufe  of  is,  the  preventing  of 

*  frauds,  by  which,  fay  they,  the  fair  trader  will  be 

*  encouraged,  and  the  revenue  increafed  -,  but  now 

*  you  fee,    that  it  is  the  opinion  even  of  the  com- 
^  mifiloners  of  the  cuftoms,  that  by  a  due  execution 

*  of  the  laws  now  in  being,  all,  or  moil  of  thofe  frauds 

*  may  be  effedlually  prevented ;    and  I  am  fure,  if 

*  they  can  be  prevented  by  the  laws  in  being,    the 

*  preventing  of  them  by  that  method  will  contribute 
«  much  more  to  the  increafe  of  the  public  revenue^ 

*  and  to  the  encouragement  of  the  fair  trader,  than 

*  the  preventing  of  them  by  means  of  the  dangerous 
^  fcheme  now  propofed  to  us.     I  now  leave  it  to  the 

*  whole  world  to  judge,  who  are  they  that  have  fe- 
^  cret  motives  which  they  are  not  willing  to  own, 

*  which  they  dare  not  own  \  Whether  it  be  thofe  who 

*  are  the  propofers  and  promoters  of  this  fcheme,  or 

*  thofe  who  are  the  oppofers  of  it  ? 

'  The  learned  gentleman  feemed  to  be  furprifed 
^  how  our  conititution,  or  the  liberties  of  ourcoun^ 
^  try  came  to  be  brought  into  the  prefent  debate  \  he 
^  faidhe  thought  they  had  no  manner  of  concern  in 
^  the  prefent  queftion.  I  am  forry.  Sir,  to  differ 
^  from  a  gentleman,  who  by  his  profeflion  ought, 
'  and  who  certainly  does  underftand  the  nature  of 
^  our  conftitution,  as  well  as  any  man  in  England ; 
^  but  I  am  of  opinion,  that  the  conftitution  of  our 
'  government,  and  the  liberty  of  the  fubjed  was  ne- 
^  ver  more  nearly  or  more  immediately  concerned 
^  in  any  queftion,  than  they  are  in  the  prefent  j  they 
I  are  both  fo  deeply  concerned^  that  their  preferva- 

^tioa 
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tion  or  their  total  overthrow  depends  Intirelyupon 
the  fuccels  of  the  icheme  now  under  our  confidera- 
tion  :  If  the  fcheme  lucceeds  they  mufl  tumble 
of  courfe  ;  if  the  fcheme  is  defeated,  they  may  be 
preferred  •,  I  hope  they  will  be  preferved  till  time 
fhall  be  no  more  •,  but  I  muft  fay  that  the  learned 
gentleman,  and  every  gentleman,  who  appears  as 
an  advocate  for  the  fcheme  now  propofed  to  us,  is 
much  in  the  right  to  keep,  if  they  can,  the  con- 
ilitution  and  the  liberties  of  their  country  out  of  the 
debate  -,  it  is  from  thence  that  the  principal  argu- 
ments are  to  be  formed  againft  their  fcheme  -,  it  is 
from  thence  chat  fuch  arguments  may  be  formed 
againfb  it,  as  muft  appear  unanfwerable  to  every 
m.an  who  has  a  regard  for  either. 
'  The  gentleman  tells  us,  that  there  are  but  120 
or  150  excife  officers,  befides  warehoufe-keepers, 
to  be  added  by  the  fcheme  now  before  us,  and  this 
additional  number  they  feem  to  make  a  ridicule 
of;  but  confidering  the  fwarms  of  tax-gatherers  we 
have  already  eflablifhed,  this  fmall  number  (as 
they  call  it)  is  no  trivial  matter ;  and  I  would  be 
glad  to  know  from  thofe  gentleman,  what  they 
call  warehoufe*keepers,  and  what  number  of  them 
may  be  neceffary  ?  I  hope  they  will  allow,  that  a 
warehoufe-keeper  appointed  by  the  treafury,  and 
paid  by  the  treafury,  is  an  officer  of  the  revenue, 
as  much  as  any  other  officer  whatever  ;  and  if  the 
number  that  there  mufl  be  of  them  be  added  to  the 
other,  I  believe  we  may  find  that  the  number  of  re- 
venue-officers to  be  added  by  this  fcheme,  mufl  be 
very  confide rable. 

*  As  for  the  new  method  of  appeal  propofed,  I 
can  fee  no  advantage,  Sir,  that  it  will  be  of  to  any 
unfortunate  man  that  may  have  occafion  therefon 
In  all  cafes  the  charge  and  trouble  of  attending 
mufl  be  very  great,  and  the  event  veiy  precarious ; 
but  in  mofl  cafes,  where  poor  retailers  may  have 
occafion  to  be  concerned,  the  charge  and  the  trou- 

^  ble 


A.  1733.  DEBATES.  31 

*-  ble  of  attendance  muft  be  much  greater  than  the 

'  fubjed  can  bear,  fo  that  all  fuch  people  muil  fuc- 

*  cumb ;  they  muft  fubmit  to  the  determination  of 

*  the  commiflioners  of   excife,    and  can  expedt  no 

*  other  redrefs,  but  what  they  meet  with  from  the 
'  mercy  of  thofe  commiflioners.  The  judges  oflVeJl- 

*  minfter-hall  are,    'tis  true,    for  life,  but  they  are 

*  all  named  by  the  crown  j  I  fhall  fay  nothing  of  the 

*  prefent  judges   who  fo   worthily  fill  the  feveral 

*  benches  of  Weftminfier-hall  \  but  if  they  ftiould  die, 

*  and  if  the  crown  fliould  be  refolved  to  ufe  that 

*  power  which  the  Parliament  had  put  into  their 

*  hands,  in  order  to  opprefs  the  fubjed,    they  will 

*  always  find  judges  fit  for  their  purpofe  ;  judges  are 

*  but  men,  they  are  fubjedl  to  the  fame  frailties  that 

*  other  men  are,    and  the  crown  has  always  plenty 

*  of  baits  wherewithal  to  tempt  them.    A  judge  may 
'  be  made  a  Lord  chief  juftice,  a  Lord  chief  juftice 

*  may  be  made  a  Lord-chancellor,    and  every  one 

*  may  have  a  fon,  a  brother,  or  a  coufin  to  be  pro- 
^  vided  for.     The  crown  has  many  ways  by  v/hich 

*  they  may  win  over  even   a  judge,  to  adminifter 

*  juftice  according  to  the  directions  he  fhall  receive 
^  from,  court  ;  more  efpecially  when  he  is  to  admi- 

*  nifter  juftice  in  a  fummary  way,  and  without  the  u- 

*  fual  forms  of  proceeding  in  courts  of  law  or  equity. 

*  For  by  this  new  method  of  appeal,  which  has  been 
«  fo  much  bragged  of,  care  has  been  taken  that  the 

*  fubjefl  fhall  not  be  reftored  to  their  antient  birth- 

*  right,  that  is,  to  a  trial  by  jury  :   No,  this   I  find 

*  is  moft  carefully  avoided,  and  yet  I  think  it  muft 

*  be  allowed,    that  it  is  the  inherent  right  of  every 

*  Englijhman  to  be  tried  by  his  Peers ;  I  am  not  ib 

*  much  acquainted  with  law  as  to  give  an  account  of' 

*  the  feveral  cafes  in  which  this  method  of  trial  has 

*  been  fet  afide,  or  the  reafons  for  fo  doing  ;  but  I 

*  will  venture  to  fay,  that  wherever  that  method  of 

*  trial  has  been  fet  afide,  whether  the  fame  was  done 
J  by  the  wifdom  of  the  nation,  or  otherways,  fuch 

t      ^  '  altera- 
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^  alteration  was  an  innovation,  and  was  a  dangerous 

*  encroachment  upon  the  original  charter  of  our  cort- 

*  ftitution. 

'  As  to  the  pretended  partiality  of  juries,  fo  much 
'  complained  of  by  the  learned  gentleman,  it  is  of 
'*  no  weight  with  me  5 1  cannot  fee  how  that  honour- 

*  able  gentleman,  or  any  gentleman,  can  pretend 
'  to  know  what  reafons  a  jury  may  have  for  giving 
'"  their  verdid: :  No  gentleman  has  a  right  to  be  be- 
'  lieved  upon  his  fingle  fay-fo,  againfl  a  verdid  gi- 
^  ven  by  twelve  honeft  men  upon  oath.  If  there 
^  have  been  fo  many  verdicts  given  againfl  the  crown, 
^  as  that  learned  gentleman  feems  to  infmuate,  it  is 
'  to  me  a  llrong  proof  that  profecutions  have  been 
'  fet  on  foot  againfl  the  fubjedl  upon  the  evidence  of 
^  witnefTes,  whofe  credibility  or  veracity  have  not 
'  been  very  much  to  be  depended  on,  which  is  fo 
'  far  from  being  an  argument  for  altering  the  me- 
'  thod  of  trial  by  jury,  that  it  is  a  very  flrong  ar- 

*  gument  for  the  continuance  of  that  method  in  all 
'  time  to  come.      But,  Sir,  as  it  is  now  very  late, 

*  and  as  I  fhall  probably  have  another  opportunity  of 

*  giving  my  fentiments  more  fully  upon  the  affair 
'  now  before  us,    I  fhall  therefore  trouble  you  no 

*  farther  at  prefent,  but  only  to  declare,  that  now, 

*  after  hearing  this  fcheme  opened  to  us,  I  diflike  it 
'  as  much  as  ever  I  did  any  reprefentation  of  it  that 

*  ever  I  heard  of,  and  therefore  1  fhall  give  my  ne- 

*  gative  to  the  queflion  propofed. 

Sir  Jofefb  Jekyll  mafler  of  the  rolls,  one  of  the 
reprefentatives  for  Ryegate  in  Surrey,     '  Sir,  as  the 

*  affair,  which  is  at  prefent  the  fubjecl  of  our  confi- 

*  deration,    has  been  much  talked  of  and  very  va- 

*  rioufly  reprefented  without  doors,    and  as  it  has 

*  been  for  feme  months  the  fubje6l  of  converfa- 

*  tion  among  people  of  all  ranks  and  qualities,  I 

*  was  refolved  to  fufpend  intirely  pafTing  any  judg- 

I  ' "  ~  t  ment 
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ment  in  relation  to  it,  till  I  fhould  hear  it  fully  o- 
pened  and  laid  before  this  houfe.  There  were 
indeed  fome  clamours  raifed  without  doors,  and  it 
was  reprefented  in  fo  many  hideous  fhapes,  that  I 
cannot  fay  but  I  came  this  morning  to  the  houfe 
prejudiced  rather  againft,  than  in  favour  of  any 
fuch  projedl  ^  but  ftill.  Sir,  I  cam.e  this  morning 
into  the  houfe,  as  I  always  do,  altogether  unde- 
termined^ and  refolved  not  to  determine  myfelf 
till  I  was  fully  informed  by  other  gentlemen, 
in  the  courfe  of  the  debate,  of  all  thofe  fa6ls 
which  ought  to  be  known  before  any  determi- 
nation can  be  made  in  an  affair  of  fo  great  im- 
portance. 

'  I  had  before  heard.  Sir,  that  by  this  fcheme 
the  landed  gentlemen  were  to  be  eafed  of  a  part  of 
the  land- tax j  that  the  public  revenue  was  to  be 
greatly  improved,  and  that  our  planters  in  Ameri- 
ca and  our  fair  traders  at  home  were  to  be  greatly 
encouraged ;  but  all  thefe  confide- ations  would 
have  had  no  weight  with  me,  if  I  had  found  that 
fo  many  of  my  fellow-fubjedts  were  thereby  to 
have  been  fubjedled  to  the  grievous  laws  of  ex- 
cife,  without  any  alleviation  or  alteration.  I  muft 
own.  Sir,  that  the  feverity  of  the  laws  of  excife 
has  been  long  juftly  complained  of,  but  at  the 
fame  time  I  mufl  fay,  that  the  many  frauds  com- 
mitted in  that  branch  of  the  public  revenue  now 
under  our  confideration,  are  mofi:  heavy  and 
grievous,  and  what  I  cannot  think  of  feeing  x!£i<^ 
nation  fuffer  any  longer  under,  without  apply- 
ing fome  proper  remedy ;  and  fince  by  the  propo- 
rtion now  made  to  us,  there  is  not  only  an  effe(5lual 
remedy  provided  againft  all  thofe  frauds,  but  like- 
wife  a  method  propofed,  by  which  the  edge  of  the 
laws  of  excife  is  to  be  blunted,  and  that  feverity  ta- 
ken quite  off,  which  hitherto  always  afforded  juft 
ground  of  complaint,  therefore  I  cannot  hefitate 
Nqu  XI.  D  '  one 
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one  moment  as  to  giving  my  aflfent  to  what  is  now 
propofed.  -^  ■    . 

'  This  confideration,  Sir,  is  of  the  greater  weight 
with  me,  and  mufl  be  fo  with  every  honeft  man, 
that  by  what  is  now  propofed,  the  laws  of  excife 
are  to  be  re(5lified  not  only  in  the  cafe  now  before 
us,  but  in  every  other  cafe  ;  the  whole  body  of 
thofe  laws  are  to  be  reformed  and  redlified  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  remove  the  greateft  obje6lion,  with 
me  indeed  the  only  objection,  could  ever  be  made 
againft  the  extenfion  of  them  ;  and  if  this  propo« 
fition  be  now  rejeded,  it  is  not  eafy  to  Icnow  when 
we  fhall,  or  if  we  fhall  ever  have  fuch  an  opportu- 
nity of  reforming  thofe  laws  which  have  been  fo 
long  thought  fo  grievous.  With  me  it  hath  always 
been  a  principle  to  hearken  to  any  reafonablc 
fcheme  for  fupprefTing  of  thofe  frauds  which  are 
committed  againft  the  public  ;  I  look  upon  the 
perfons  guilty  of  fuch  frauds  as  the  greateft  of  cri- 
minals, and  if  they  have  any  character,  if  they  ob- 
ferve  any  decency  in  private  life,  I  take  it  to  be 
only  becaufe  they  have  no  opportunity  to  do  other- 
wife  •,  for  that  man  muft  have  a  very  whimfical 
confcience  who  cheats  the  pubhc,  and  yet  would 
fcruple  to  cheat  a  private  man  if  he  had  the  fame 
opportunity. 

'  Whatever  refolutions  we  may  come  to  in  this 
committee,  there  will  probably  be  a  bill  or  bills 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  purfuant  to  them  ;  and 
if  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  any  real  difficulties  be 
ftarted,  if  any  reafonable  objedions  be  made,  with- 
out doubt  all  proper  care  will  be  taken,  in  the  fra- 
ming fuch  bill  or  bills,  to  obviate  all  the  difficult 
ties  and  objedions  that  ftiall  or  may  occur  :  This^ 
Sir,  I  make  no  manner  of  doubt  of,  and  therefore 
I  can  find  no  difficulty  in  giving  my  affent  to  the 
queftion  propofed.' 

George 
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George  Heathcote^  Efq;  '  Other  gentlemen  have,  ^'l^-,  l^^-^';;}'^- 

'  Sir,  akeady  fully  explained  and  let  forth  the  great'"'' 

^  inconveniencies  which  mufl:   be  brought  on   the 

^  trade  of  this  nation,  by  the  fcheme  now  propofed 

'  to  us ;  thofe,  Sir,  have  been  made  very  apparent, 

*  and  from  them  arifes  a  very  ftrong  objeclion  a- 
*•  gainft  what  is  now  propofed  -,    but  the  greatefl 

*  ob]e6lion  arifes   from   the   danger   to  which  this 

*  fchemS  w^ill  mofl:  certainly  expofe  the  liberties  of 

*  our  country  :  Thofe  liberties  for  which  our  anceft- 

*  ors  have  fo  often  ventured  their  lives  and  their  for- 
'  tunes ;  thofe  liberties  which  have  coil  the  nation 
'  fo  much  blood  and  trealure  feem  already  to  be 
'  greatly  retrenched  :  I  am  forry  to  fay  it.  Sir,  but 
'  what  is  now  in  difpute  feems  to  m.e  to  be  the  lafl 

*  branch  of  liberty  we  have  to  contend  for  \  we  have 

*  already  eflablifhed  a  fbanding  army,  and  have 
'  made  it  in  a  manner  part  of  our  conftitution  •,  we 

*  have  already  fubjecled  great  num.bers  of  the  peo- 
'  pie  of  this  nation  to  the  arbitrary  laws  of  excife, 

*  and  this  fcheme  is  fo  wide  a  ilep  towards  fubjed-ing 
'  all  the  reil  of  the  people  of  England  to  tlioie  arbi- 

*  trary  laws,  that  it  will  be  impofTible  for  us  to  reco- 

*  ver  or  prevent  the  fiital  confequences  of  fuch  a 
'  fcheme. 

'  We  are  told.  Sir,  that  his  Majefiy  is  a  good  and 
'  a  wife  Prince,  we  all  believe  him  to  be  fo  j  but  I 
^  hope.  Sir,  no  man  will  pretend  to  draw  any  argu- 
'  ment  from  thence  for  our  furrenderino;  thofe  liber- 
'  ties  and  privileges,  which  have  been  handed  down 
'  to  us  by  our  auceflors  :  We  have  indeed  nothing 
'  to  fear  from  his  prefent  Majelly,  he  never  v/iil 
'  make  a  bad  ufe  of  that  power  which  we  have  put 
'  into  his  hands  ;  but  if  we  once  grant  to  the  crown 

*  too  great  an  extent  of  pov/er,  we  cannot  recal 

*  that  grant  when  we  have  a  mind ;  and  tho'  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  fhould  never  make  a  bad  ufe  of  it,  fome  of 

*  his  fuccelTors  may  :  The  being  governed  by  a  wife 
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'  and  a  good  King  does  not  make  the  people  a  free 

*  people;  the  Romans,  Sir,  were  as  great  (laves  un- 
'  der  the  few  good  Emperors  they  had  to  reign  over 
'  them,  as  they  were  under  the  mofl  cruel  of  their 
'  tyrants  :  After  the  people  had  once  given  up  their 
'  liberties,  their  governors  have  all  the  fame  power 

*  of  opprefling  them,  tho'  they  may  not  perhaps  all 
'  make  the  fime  wicked  ufe  of  the  power  that  has 
'  been  put  into  their  hands  ;  but  a  flave  that  has 
*"  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with  a  good-natured  and 
'  a  humane  mailer,  is  no  lefs  a  flave  than  he  that 

*  meets  with  a  cruel  and  barbarous  one.  Our  li- 
••  berties,  Sir,  are  too  valuable,  and  have  been  pur- 
'  chafed  at  too  high  a  price,  to  be  fported  with,  or 
*•  wantonly  given  up  even  to  the  befl  of  Kings : 
^  We  have  before  now  had  fome  good,  fome  wife 
*•  and  gracious  fovereigns  to  reign  over  us,  but  we 
'  lind  that  under  them  our  ancellors  were  as  jealous 
*•  of  their  liberties  as  they  were  under  the  worft  of 
*•  our  Kings :  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  have  flill 
*'  the  fame  value  for  our  liberties  -,  if  we  have,  we 
^  certainly  will  ufe  all  peaceable  methods  to  preferve 
'  and  fecure-them  •,  and  if  fuch  methods  ihould  prove 
*'  ineffedlual,  I  hope  there  is  no  Englijhman  but  has 
*-  fpirit  enough  to  ufe  thofe  methods  for  the  prefer- 
'  vation  of  our  liberties,  which  were  ufed  by  our 
'  anceftors  for  the  defence  of  their  liberties,  and  for 
'  tranfmitting  them  down  to  us  in  that  glorious  con- 
'  dition  in  which  we  found  them.  There  are  fome 
'  ftill  alive  who  bravely  ventured  their  lives  and 

*  their  fortunes  in  the  defence  of  the  liberties  of  their 
^  country  ;  there  are  many  whofe  fathers  were  em« 
*•  barked  in  the  fame  glorious  caufe.  Let  it  never 
'  be  faid,  that  the  fons  of  fuch  men  wantonly  gave 
<  up  thofe  liberties  for  which  their  fathers  had 
^  rifqued  fo  much,  and  that  for  the  poor  pretence 

*  of  fupprefling  a  few  frauds  in  the  coUeding  of  the 

*  public  revenues,  which  might  eafily  have  been 
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'  fupprefled  without  entering  into  any  fuch  dange- 

'  roiis  meafures.       This,  Sir,  is  all  I  fhall  trouble 

*  you  with  at  prefent,    but  lb  much  I  thought  was 

*  incumbent  upon  me  to  fay,  in  order  that  I  might 

*  enter  my  proteft  againft  the  queflion  now  before 
'  us.* 

PFilliam  Pulteney^  Efqj      '  Sir,  the  honourable  ^J*''sfpe/ch. 
'  gentleman  who  opened  this  affair  to  us,  took  up 

*  fo  much  of  the  time  of  the  committee,  and  it  is 

*  now  fo  very  late,  that  I  am  almoft  afraid  of  giving 

*  you  any  trouble  at  prefent ;  but  I  hope,  confider- 

*  ing  the  importance  of  the  fubjedl,  that  gentlemen 

*  will  excufe  me,  and  will  allow  me  to  take  fome 

*  notice  of  what  has  been   faid  by  the  honoura- 

*  ble  gentleman  who  introduced  the  debate,  and  the 

*  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  who  fpoke  latl 
^  but  one.    As  to  the  frauds.  Sir,  which  the  honour- 

*  able  gentleman  dwelt  fo  long  on,  and  which  the 

*  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  was  pleafed  to 

*  call  heavy  and  grievous,  I  believe  every  gentle- 
'  man  in  the  committee  is  convinced  that  there  are 
'  fuch  frauds  -,  I  believe  every  gentleman  will  agree 
'  that  they  are  moft  heavy  and  moll  grievous ;  but 
'  I  do  not  beheve,  that  it  is  but  of  late  the  honoura- 

*  ble  gentleman  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of  them. 
'  nor  do  I  believe  that  the  frauds  relating  to  wine 

*  and  tobacco  are   the   only   frauds  he  has  heard 

*  complained  of-,  there  is  hardly  a  gentleman  in  the 

*  kingdom  but  has  heard  of  frauds  in  almoft  every 

*  branch  of  the  public  revenue  ;  even  that  honour- 

*  able  gentleman  muft  have   heard  many  years  ago 

*  of  the  frauds  committed  in  the  tobacco  and  v/ine 

*  trade  ;  why  then,  Sir,  was  there  no  remedy  fooner 

*  propofed  ?  How  could  that  gentleman  fee  the 
^  public  revenue,  for  which  he  exprefles  fuch  a  ten- 

*  der  concern,  fuffer  fo  long  by  thofe  frauds,  with- 
*•  outpropofing  fome  expedient  for  preventing  them  : 
^  The  expedient  now  propofed  is  certainly  no  fuch 
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nnv  or  extraordinary  thing;  it  might  thave  been 
thought  of,  I  dare  fay  it  has  often  been  thought  of 
before  this  time,  but  itfeems  it  was  never  thought 
proper  to  propofe  it  till  dow  ;  at  leaft  it  was  never 
till  nov/  thought  nccefTary,  and  yet  it  cannot  be 
faid,  but  that  the  frauds  both  in  wine  and  tobac- 
co were  as  great  formerly  as  they  are  at  this  pre- 
fcnt  tim.e, 

'  The  honourable  gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to 
tell  us,  that  his  tlioughts  are  intirely  confined  to 
the  two  articles  of  wine  and  tobacco,  and  that  no- 
thing die  was  ever  defigned  by  him,  or  any  of 
his  acquaintance,  to  be  fubjecLed  to  the  laws  of  ex- 
cife  :  Whatever  his  thoughts  may  have  been  in 
time  pad,  he  muil  excufe  me  if  I  fay,  that  I  do 
not  believe  they  will  be  fo  much  confined  in  time 
to  come.  Are  there  not  frauds.  Sir,  committed 
in  every  branch  of  the  public  revenue  ?  Will  not 
that  honourable  gentleman  think  himfelf  as  much 
bound  in  duty  to  lay  thofe  frauds  before  this  houfe, 
and  propofe  a  remedy  for  them,  as  he  now  thinks 
himfelf  bound  to  expofe  and  to  offer  a  remedy  for 
preventing  the  frauds  in  wine  and  tobacco  ?  And 
if  the  remedy  now  propofed  be  deemed  by  Par- 
liament the  mofl  proper  and  the  mofl  effedlual 
remedy  for  preventing  the  frauds  in  wine  and  to- 
bacco, will  not  that  be  made  ufe  of  as  an  argu- 
ment for  applying  the  fame  remedy  as  to  the 
frauds  in  every  other  branch  of  the  public  re- 
venue ?  Will  it  not  be  faid,  you  did  fo  and  fo  in 
the  cafe  of  wine  and  tobacco,  why  fliould  you 
fcruple  to  apply  the  fame  remedy  in  the  cafe  now 
before  you  ?  So  that  from  the  gentleman's  own 
reafoning,  from  his  own  way  of  arguing,  as  to  the 
cafe  which  he  has  been  pleafed  nov/  to  lay  before 
us,  one  may  fee  a  moft  plain  and  evident  defign  of 
a  much  farther  extenfion  of  the  lawsofexcife  ;  one 
may  clearly  fee  a  defign  of  fubjeding  every  branch 
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of  the  public  revenue  to  thofe  arbitrary  laws  -,  only 
the  gentleman  has  a  mind  it  fecms  to  be  a  little 
cunning,  and  to  do  it  by  piece-meal. 
'  Whatever  opinion  the  honourable  and  learned 
gentleman  may  have  of  the  proportion  made  by 
his  honourable  friend,  iris  plain  it  breaths  nothing 
but  the  principles  of  the  moil  arbitrary  and  mod 
tyrannical  governments  that  have  been  efbabliHied 
in  Europe  :  The  enlarging  of  the  power  of  the 
crown ;  the  increafing  the  number  of  dependers 
on  the  crown  -,  the  rendering  the  happinels  of  the 
fubjed  precarious  and  uncertain,  and  depending 
in  a  manner  intirely  on  the  good  will  of  a  prime 
miniflcr,  or  of  thofe  employed  under  him,  are  the 
certain  confequences  of  the  fcheme  now  propofed 
to  us :  They  are  the  certain  confequences  of  all 
fchemes  for  extending  the  laws  of  excife,  and  are 
probably  the  principal  views  of  all  thofe  who  fet 
up  fuch  projeds.  Let  gentlemen  but  read  the  po- 
litical teftaments  of  Richlieu  and  Louvois^  thofe  le- 
gacies which  were  left  by  the  authors  to  their 
mafler,  for  inftruding  him  in  the  principles  of  ar- 
bitrary government  •,  let  gentlemen,  I  fay,  but  read 
thofe  teftaments,  and  they  will  fee  that  the  author 
of  this  fcheme,  whoever  he  be,  muil  be  very  well 
verfed  in  them  ;  they  will  fee  how  well  it  agrees 
with  the  principles  there  laid  down  for  the  efta- 
blifhing  and  fupporting  of  arbitrary  power.  It  is 
for  this  reafon  that  the  Englijlo  nation  has  always 
been  fo  averfe  to  excife  projeds  of  all  kinds  ;  the 
very  word  excife  has  always  been  odious  to  the 
people  of  England,  It  is  true,  there  has  been  an 
excife  eftablilhed  by  Parliament,  but  it  was  at  firft 
given  as  a  purchafe  for  the  court  of  wards  and  li- 
veries ;  and  tho'  that  court  was  rnoft  juftly  looked 
on  as  one  of  our  greateil  grievances,  yet  the  pur- 
chafe has  always  been  reckoned  too  dear,  and  that 
'  Parliament  which  gave  the  excife  lias  been  bi-and- 

D  4  '  ^'^ 


Parliamentary         A.  1753. 

ed  with  the  infamous  name  of  a  penfionary  Par- 
hament.     Even  the  great  King  William^  notwith- 
ilanding  all  he  had  done  for  the  people  of  Eng- 
land., notwithftanding  of  his  being  mofl  generally- 
beloved  and  efteemed  by  his  fubjeds,  yet  he  had 
like  to  have  fufFered  by  a  notion's  prevailing  a- 
mong  the  people,    that  fome  new  excifes  were  to 
have  been  eflablilhed.     It  was  publicly  faid,  that 
we  had  got  a  Butch  King,   and  that  therefore  we 
were  to  be  faddled  with  Dutch  excifes :  That  wife 
King  was  fo  fenfible  of  the  danger  he  might  be 
expofed  to  by  the  prevailing  of  fuch  a  notion,  that 
he  thought  it  necefTary  to  difavow  any  fuch  inten- 
tion by  a  public  declaration. 
'  I  moft  readily  believe,  Sir,  that  the  honourable 
and  learned  gentleman  over  the  way  comes  at  all 
times  to  this  houfe  undetermined  as  to  any  point 
that  is  to  be  brought  before  us  ;  I  believe  he  al- 
ways comes  refolved  to   be  determined  by  what 
Ihall  be  offered  in  the  courfe  of  the  debate  ;  but  I 
am   very  much  at  a  lofs  to  find  out  what  in  the 
prefent  debate  has  determined  him  to  be  of  the 
opinion  he  now  feems  to  be  of:    He  has   indeed 
told  us,  that  the  reformation  propofed  as  to  the  laws 
of  excife,  is  what  very  much  weighs  with  him  ;  he 
fays  that  the  laws  of  excife  are  to  be  blunted,  that 
their  edge  is  to  be  taken  off  by  what  is  now  pro- 
pofed.    In  this.  Sir,  I  muft  confefs  my  fhort- 
fightednefs,  I  can  fee  no  reformation  in  what  is 
propofed  •,  what  I  look  on  as  miofl  grievous  in 
the  laws  of  exife  is  to  continue  the  fame  as  before ; 
Are  not  the  officers  to  have  the  fame  oppreffive  and 
vexatious  powers  continued  to  them  ?  Are  not  the 
commifTioners  to  have  the  fame  difpenfing  power 
with  regard  to  fines  and  forfeitures  ?  Are  trials  by 
jury  to  be  reflored  to  the  fubjedls  ?    No,  Sir,  all 
thefe  grievances  are  to  remain  upon  the  fame  foot- 
ing  they  were  on  before,    The  power  and  influ- 

^  ence 
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*  ence  of  the  crown  by  means  of  the  laws  of  ex- 

*  cife   is   ftill  to   be  as  great  as  it    was    before, 

*  only  there  are  by  this  fcheme  many  thoufands  more 

*  to  be  fubjedled  to  it ;  the  method  of  appeal  is  in-- 

*  deed  to  be  a  little  altered,  but  I  am  afraid  the  ake- 

*  ration  will  not  be  much  for  the  better  •,  the  expence 

*  will  be  much  greater,  and  the  redrefs  as  precarious 

*  as  ever  it  was  before  :  How  then  are  the  laws  of 
'  excife  to  be  blunted  ?  Where  is  this  reformation  fo 

*  much  boafted  of,  and  on  which  that  honourable 

*  and  learned  gentleman  feems  folely  to  ground  his 
^  opinion  ?   But  it  feems  he  expeds  that  when  this 

*  proportion  comes  the  length  of  a  bill,   many  fine 

*  things  are  to  be  done,  many  things  more  than  we 

*  have  ever  as  yet  heard  of :    If  it  fhould  come  the 

*  length  of  a  bill,  which  I  am  in  great  hopes  it  never 
^  will,  he  may  very  probably  find   himfelf  difap- 

*  pointed,  and  if  that  fhould  be  the  cafe,  I  doubt  not 

*  but  he  will  be  of  a  different  opinion. 

'  Gentlemen  have  faid,that  there  are  no  complaints 

*  made  of  the  laws  of  excife,  or  of  the  oppreflions 
^  of  excife-officers ;  but.  Sir,  I  believe  there  is  not 

*  a  gentleman  in  this  houfe,  who  cannot  give  fome 
^  inflances,  even  within  his  own  knowledge,  of  moil 
'  cruel  oppreflions  committed  by  fome  of  thofe  of- 

*  ficers  ;    I  am  fure  there  is  no  gentleman  who  has 

*  ever  adledin  the  country  as  a  juilice  of  peace,  but 
'  can  give  hundreds  of  fuch  inftances.  The  people 
'  have  complained  fo  often,  and  fo  long,  of  the  fe- 
'  verity  of  thofe  laws,  and  the  vexations  of  thofe 
'  officers,  that  they  are  now  weary  of  complaining. 
»  To  what  purpofe  Ihould  they  complain,  fince  they 
^  fee  there  has  never  as  yet  been  any  provifion  made 
'  for  their  redrefs  ?  Their  complaints  have  been  hi- 
^  therto  difregarded,  even  by  thofe  who  are  in  fome 
\  m^^nner  bound  to  take  notice  of  them. 
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'  The  honourable  gentleman  was  pleafed  to  dwell 

*  long  upon  the  generofity  of  the  crown  in  giving 

*  up  the  fines,  forfeitures,  and  feifures  to  the  public  ; 
'  but  in  my  opinion  it  will  be  but  a  poor  equivalent 

*  for  the  many  opprefTions  and  exadlions  which  the 

*  people  will  be  expofed  to  by  this  fcheme.  I 
'  muft  fay,  that  the  honourable  gentleman  has  him- 

*  felf  been  of  late  mighty  bountiful  and  generous  in 

*  his  offers  to  the  public.  He  has  been  fo  gracious 
'  as  to  ask  us,  Will  you  have  a  land-tax  of  two  fhil- 
^  lings  in  the  pound,  or  a  land-tax  but  of  one  ;  or 
'-  will  you  have  no  land-tax  at  all  ?    Will  you  have 

*  your  debts  paid  ?  Will  you  have  them  foon  paid  ? 
'  Tell  me  but  what  you  want,  let  me  but  know  how 
'  you  can  be  made  eafy,  and  it  fhall  be  done  for 
^  you.     Thefe,  Sir,  are  moft  generous  offers,  but 

*  there  is  fomething  fo  very  extraordinary,  there  is 
^  fomething  lb  farcical  in  them,  that  really  I  can 
'  hardly  mention  them  without  laughing  :    It  puts 

*  me  in  mind  of  the  (lory  of  Sir  Epicure  Mammon 

*  in  the  Alchymift.  He  was  gulled  out  of  his  mo- 
'  ney  by  fine  promifes  ;  he  was  promifed  the  philo- 

*  fopher's  flone,  by  which  he  was  to  get  mountains 
'  of  gold,  and  every  thing  elfe  he  could  defire  ;  but 

*  all  ended  at  laft  in fome  little  thing  for  curing 

*  the  itch. 

.  '  I  wifh  the  gentlemen,  who  appear  fo  zealous  for 
^  this  fcheme,  would  have  fome  little  regard  to  their 
'  conftituents.       It  is  well  known  that  it  was  the 

*  cuftom  among  our  anceftors  when  any  new  device 

*  was  propofed,  to  defire  time  to  have  a  conference 

*  with  their  countries  :  I  am  but  very  little  conver- 

*  fant  in  books  of  law,  however  I  fometimes  look 
'  into  them,  and  I  muff  beg  leave  to  read  a  paffage 
'  or  two  on  this  fubjeft  from  my  Lord  Coke,    That 

*  great  lawyer  in  the  4th  part  of  his  inflitutes,  page 
'  14th,  fays,  "  It  is  alfo  the  law  and  cuflom  of  the 
"  Parliament,  that  when  any  new  device  is  moved 
'**  on  the  King's  behalf,  in  Parliament,  for  his  aid, 

*'  or 
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'^  or  the  like,  the  Commons  may  anfwer,  that  they 
"  tendered  the  King's  eftate,  and  are  ready  to  aid 
'-^  the  fame,  only  in  this  new  device  they  dare  not 
*'  agree  without  conference  with  their  countries ; 
"  whereby  it  appeareth,  that  fuch  conference  is  war- 
"  rantable  by  the  law  and  cufliom  of  Parliament." 
'  And  again,  in  page  34,  he  tells  us,  "  At  the  Par" 
'^  liament  holden  in  the  9th  Edw.  III.  wlien  a  m.o- 
"  tion  was  made  for  a  fubfidy  of  a  new  kind,  the 
"  Commons  anfwered,  that  they  would  have  con-« 
"  ference  with  thofe  of  their  feveral  countries  and 
"  places,  who  had  put  them  in  trull,  before  they 
"  treated  of  any  fuch  matter."  If  fuch  a  conf^- 
'  rence,  Sir,  was  ever  necelTary  upon  any  occafion, 
'  it  is  furely  necelTary  before  we  agree  to  the  device 
^  now  offered  to  us  •,  a  device  which  in  my  opinion 
'  ftrikes  at  the  very  root  of  our  liberties  j  it  is,  in 
'  my  way  of  thinking,  a  downright  plan  for  arbi- 
^  trary  power,  and  in  this  I  am  not  fingular,  for 
'  there  feems  to  be  many  gentlemen  of  the  fame  o- 
'  pinion  within  doors  as  well  as  without  5  therefore 
'  I  mufl  think  that  it  is  ncceffary,  it  is  incumbent 
'  upon  every  gentleman  in  this  houfe,  at  leaft  to  de- 
'  fire  to  have  a  conference  with  his  conftituents  be- 
^  fore  he  agrees  to  any  fuch  device  :  This,  Sir,  v/ould 
'  have  been  necelTary,  if  we  had  been  intirely  igno- 

*  rant  of  the  fentiments  of  our  feveral  countries,  but 

*  indeed  in  the  prefent  cafe  fuch  a  conference  feems 
'  to  be  quite  unneceffary  •,  we  already  know  the 
'  fentiments  of  our  conflituents  in  relation  to  the  de- 
'  vice  now  offered  to  us  ;  the  whole  nation  has  al- 
^  ready,    in   the  moft  open  manner,  declared  their 

*  diflike  to  it,  and  therefore  I  hope  the  gentlemen 
'  of  this  committee  will  reje6l  it  with  that  fcorn  and 
^  contempt  it  deferves.' 

Sir  William  Wyndham.       Sir,  Tho*   it  be  now  sir  rf';///;,;?^ 

*  very  late,    yet  I  muft  beg  leave  to  offer  my  fen- s^J;'!'^'^'"''^ 

*  timents  as  to  the  quefti.on  now  in  debate  j  for  it  is 
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'  a  queftion  of  fuch  importance,    that  I  lliould  not 

*  think  I  difcharged  the  duty  I  owe  to  my  country, 

*  without  declaring  in  the  moft  open  and  public 
'  manner  my  diflike  and  abhorrence  of  the  fcheme 

*  which  has  been  now  opened  to  us.  The  fcheme, 
'  as  now  explained  to  us,    has  in  my  opinion  been 

*  no  way  mifreprefented.  It  is  the  very  fame  with 
'  what  has  been  reprefented  to  us  -,  is  the  very  fame 
'  with  that  which  the  nation  has  fo  openly  and  fo 
^  generally  declared  their  diflike  to ;  it  is  fraught 
'  with  all  thofe  evils  which  were  ever  attributed  to 
'  it,  and  moil  apparently  flrikes  at  the  very  funda- 

*  mentals  of  our  conftitution.      The  colleding  of 

*  any  duties  by  the  laws  of  excife  has,  in  all 
'  ages,  and  in  all  countries,  been  looked  on  as  the 

*  moft  grievous  and  moft  oppreflive  method  of  col- 

*  ledling  of  taxes,  and  if  one  method  of  railing  an 
'  excife  can  be  more  opprefTive  than  another,  it  milft 
'  be  granted,  that  the  method  now  propofed  to  us, 

*  of  raifing  this  new  excife,    muft  of  all  methods 

*  be  the  moft  opprefTive,  and  the  moft  vexatious  to 
'  the  people  :  In  all  countries,  excifes  of  every  kind 

*  are  looked  on  as  badges  of  flavery,  and  tho'  the 
'  Englijh  nation  be  now  unfortunately  fubjecled  to 

*  fome  of  them,  yet  I  hope  they  will  never  confent 
'  to  any  new  excifes,  or  to  any  new  extenfion  of  the 

*  laws  of  excife,  let  the  pretences  for  fo  doing  be 
'  ever  fo  fpecious. 

'  But  in  the  prefent  cafe,  pray  Sir,    let  us  con- 

*  der,  what  are  the  fpecious  pretences  made  ufe  of, 

*  what  are  the  great  advantages  propofed,    for  per- 

*  fuading  us  to  confent  to  the  fubjedling  of  fo  many 

*  of  his  Majefty's  faithful  fubjeds  to  be  plagued  and 
'  harrafTed  by  the  officers  of  excife.     The  fuppref- 

*  fing  of  frauds,  and  the  advantages  that  will  accrue 

*  therefrom  to  the  public  and  to  the  fair  trader,  is, 
'  by  what  I  can  find,  the  only  pretence  now  made 
'  uie  of  J  and  yet  thofe  frauds^  even  aggravated,  as 

♦  they 
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they  were,  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  pro- 
pofed  this  fcheme  to  us,  do  amount  to  but  a  meer 
trifle  ;  Co  that  the  improvement  to  be  made,  as  to 
the  public  revenue,  will  be  but  very  inconfiderable, 
if  any  at  all,  after  deducing  the  additional  charges 
of  management,  which  the  pubHc  will  become  lia- 
ble to  by  the  great  increafe  of  officers  :  This  pre- 
tence therefore,even  when  fet  in  the  ftrongefl  light, 
can  be  no  fufficient  argument  for  prevailing  on  us 
to  expofe  our  confliaition  to  the  lead  danger,  or 
to  fubjeft  any  of  our  fellow  countrymen  to  great 
hardfhips ;  but  this  pretence  is  ftill  more  frivolous, 
lince  it  has  been  made  appear  to  us,  that  thofe 
frauds  are  not  at  all  fo  confiderable  as  they  have 
been  reprefented  ;  that  all  forts  of  frauds  cannot  be 
prevented  even  by  the  fcheme  now  propofed,  and 
that  many  of  thofe  frauds  that  have  been  lately 
committed,  might  be  prevented  by  the  laws  now 
in  being,  if  care  were  taken  to  have  proper  offi- 
cers, and  to  make  thofe  officers  diligent  and  faith- 
ful. I  grant  indeed.  Sir,  that  the  power  and  in- 
fluence of  the  crown  will  be  greatly  increafed  and 
improved  by  this  fcheme  ♦,  I  mufl:  own,  Sir,  that 
great  numbers  of  the  people  of  this  nation  will 
thereby  be  rendered  moil  fubmiffive  and  obedient 
to  thofe  that  fhall  hereafter  be  employed  by  the 
crown  i  and  if  this  be  a  motive  for  agreeing  to  this 
fcheme,  I  mull  allow  that  it  is  a  ftrong  one  -,  I  be- 
lieve indeed  that  it  is  the  only  real  one  that  any 
gentleman  can  have  for  giving  his  confent  to  fuch 
a  fcheme  ;  but  with  me.  Sir,  it  is  fo  far  from 
being  a  motive  for  giving  my  confent,  that  it 
is  the  ftrongeft  motive  I  have  for  giving  my  ne- 
gative to  the  quefl:ion  now  before  us,  becaufe  I 
think  it  abfolutely  inconfifl:ent  with  our  confliitu- 
tion. 

*  *Tis  true.  Sir,  an  eafe  to  the  landed  interefl:  has 
upon  this,  as  well  as  upon  fome  other  late  occafi- 
ons  of  the  like  nature,  been  thrown  out,  as  a  bait 

♦  for 
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'  for  fome  gentlemen  ;  but  I  hope  the  landed  gen- 
«  tlemen  are  not  to  be  caught  by  fuch  baits  ;  the 

*  hook  appears  fo  plain,  that  it  may  be  difcovered 
'  by  any  man  of  common  fenfe  ;  however  I  muft 
^  fay,  that  the  method  of  arguing  is  unfair,  the  de- 

*  fign  is  wicked,    for  it  is  an  endeavour  to  fet  the 

*  landed  intereft,  in  a  manner,  at  war  with  the  tra- 

*  ding  intereft  of  the  nation ;  it  is  endeavouring  to 

*  deflroy  that  harmony,  which  always  ought  to  fub- 
'  fift  among  the  people  of  the  fame  nation,  and 
'  which,  if  once  deflroyed,  would  certainly  end  in 
'  the  ruin  and  deftrudlion  of  the  whole.     But  every 

*  landed  gentleman  in  England  will  do  well  to  confi- 

*  der  what  value  their  lands  would  be  of,  if  for  the 
'  fake  of  a  fmall  and  immediate  eafe  to  themfelves, 

*  they  fliould  be  induced  to  opprefs  and  deftroy  the 

*  trade  of  tlieir  country  ;  and  whoever  confidei-s  this, 

*  will  defpife  all  fuch  proje6ts,  and  rejedb  them  with 
'  that  contempt  which  they  deferve  :  This,  Sir,  is 

*  one  reafon  for  the  landed  gentlemen  not  to  accept 
'  of  the  pretended  eafe  now  offered  to  them,  by  a- 

*  greeing  to  the  fcheme  now  propofed ;  but  there  is 

*  another  ilrong  reafon  againfl  it :  The  houfe  of 

*  Commons,  Sir,  is  moftly  compofed  of  gentlemen 

*  of  the  befb  families  and  greateft  properties  perhaps 
'  in  die  nation,  they  have  generally  a  great  family- 
«-  intereft  in  the  feveral  counties,  cities  and  boroughs 

*  they  reprefent  -,  if  this  fcheme  fhould  take  effeft, 
'  that  intereft  will  foon  be  dcftroyed  -,  and  furely  no 
'  man  will  agree  to  a  fcheme  which  muft  inevitably 
'  deftroy  the  natural  intereft  the  great  families  have, 
'  and  always  ought  to  have,  in  their  refpedive  coun- 

*  ties,  and  transfer  the  whole  to  the  crown  :  If  this 

<  fcheme  ftiould  once  be  eftabliftied,  the  power  and 

<  influence  of  the  crown  will  be  fo  great  in  all  parts 

*  of  the  nation,  that  no  man  can  depend  upon  the  na^ 

*  tural  intereft  he  has  in  his  country,  for  being  a  mem- 

*  ber  of  this  houfe  ;  he  muft  in  all  future  times,  for 

*  fuch  a  favour,  depend  in ti rely  upon  the  crown;  and 
.   "  <  this 
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*  this  I  hope  there  is  no  gentleman   in    this  houfe 

*  would  chiife  to  fubmit  to. 

'  Queen  Elizabeth^  that  wife  and  gracious  Prin- 

*  cefs,  governed  herfelf  by  politics  quite  different 
'  from  thofe  which  feem  to  be  at  prefent  in  vogue  ; 

*  fhe  was  fo  far  from  endeavouring  to  divide,  or 

*  throw  difcord  among  her  fubjedls,  that  fhe  wifely 
'  never  gave  herfelf  up  to  any  one  minifler,  or  to 

*  any  one  party  \    ihe  always  preferved  a  harmony 

*  among  all  her  fubjedls,  and  kept  a  friendly  cor- 

*  refpondence  with  all  parts  and  all  parties  in  the 

*  kingdom  ;    fhe  even  kept  up  a  conllant  perfonal 

*  correfpondence  with  fome  of  the  principal  men  in 

*  every  county,  by  which  fhe  had  always  a  thorough 

*  knowledge  of  the  feveral  fentiments,  as  well  as 
'  circumitances,  of  all  her  fubjeds,  and  molt  pru- 
'  dently  adapted  all  her  meafures  to  what  fhe  found 

*  to  be  the  fentiments  of  the  generality  of  the  na- 

*  tion  ;  more  particularly,  fhe  took  care  to  avoid 
'  every  thing  that  appeared  to  be  difagreeable  to  the 
'  people  :    To  this  wife  politic,    Sir,    it  is  owing, 

*  that  her  reign  makes  fuch  a  glorious  figure  in  our 

*  Englijh  hiflory  ♦,  to  this  it  is  owing,  that  fhe  reign- 

*  ed  with  more  popularity  than  any  Prince  fince  her 
'  time,    except  her   royal  fucceffor  Queen  Anne : 

*  Thus  fhe   reigned,  Sir,    and  reigned  abfolutely, 

*  but  fo  as  I  could  wifh  every  Prince  in  England  to 

*  do  ;    fhe  reigned  abfolutely  over  the  hearts  and 

*  affedions  of  her  fubjeds,  and  thereby  fhe  had 
^  both  their  perfons  and  their  purfes  always  at  com- 

*  mand. 

'  We  are  told.  Sir,  why  do  you  complain  of  this 

*  fcheme  ?  Here  is  no  new  tax  to  be  impofed ;  there 

*  is  nothing  propofed  but  only  a  new  method  of 

*  raifing  thofe  taxes  which  are  already  due  by  law  : 

*  But  I  would  have  gentlemen  remember,  that  this 

*  nation  has  once  already  been  more  grievoufly  op- 

*  prelTed  by  a  new  method  of  raifing  and  colled- 
l  ing  that  money  that  was  before  due  by  law,  than 

I  *  they 
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'  they  ever  were  by  any  new  tax  that  was  ever  laid 
'  on  them  :    I  have  already.    Sir,   mentioned   the 

*  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth^  \^t  us  but  look  a  little 

*  farther  back  and  we  fhall  find,    that  the  people 

*  were  mofl  terribly  harrafled,  and  the  nation  almoft 

*  deflroyed,  by  a  grievous  method  of  colleding  and 

*  raifing  that  which  was  due  by  the  laws  then  in  be^ 

*  ing :  Empfon  and  Dudley^   thofe  two  noted  ways 

*  and  means  men,  thofe  two  wicked  miniflers,know- 
'  ing  the  avarice  of  their  mafter,  and  the  infatiable 

*  defire  he  had  for  money,  concluded  that  no  fcheme 
'  would  be  more  agreeable  to  him,  than  thofe  which 
'  would  fill  his  coffers,  by  draining  the  purfes  of  his 
'  fubjedls ;  and  this  they  did.  Sir,  without  impo- 
'  fing  any  new  taxes,  they  laid  no  new  or  illegal 
*-  burdens  on  the  people,  they  did  it  by  a  fevere  and 

*  rigorous  execution  of  the  laws  that  had  before  been 
'  enacted  :  But  what  was  their  fate  ?  They  had  the 
'  misfortune  to  outlive  their  mafter,  and  his  fon,  as 
'  foon  as  he  came  to  the  throne,  took  off  both  their 
'  heads.  In  this  he  did  juftly,  though  he  did  it  a- 
'  gainft  law ;  they  had  done  nothing  contrary  to 
'  law,  they  had  only  put  the  laws  feverely  in  execu- 
'  tion,  and  what  they  did  was  in  obedience  to  the 

*  commands  of  the  King  his  father ;  yet  that  could 

*  be  no  excufe  for  them  ;  their  manner  of  executing 
'  thofe  laws  was  fo  grievous  and  oppreflive  upon  the 
'  fubjeds,  that  nothing  lefs  than  their  lives  could  be 
'  admitted  of  as  a  fufficient  attonement  to  the  peo- 

*  pie  ',  and  certainly.  Sir,  that  oppreffion  which  is 
'  committed  under  the  fanciiion  of  the  laws,  or  of 

*  the  royal  authority,  muft  always  be  deemed  to  be 

*  the  moft  heinoufly  criminal,  and  ought  to  be  the 

*  moft  feverely  punilhed. 

*  There  never  was,    in  any  reign,  a  fcheme  or 

*  proje6t  attempted,  fo  much  to  the  diflike  and  dif- 

*  fatisfadion  of  the  people  in  general ;  the  whole  na- 

*  tion  has  already  fo  openly  declare' ■  their  averfion 

*  to  the  fcheme  now  offered  to  us,  tlxdt  I  am  furpri- 

i  :  '  led 
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«  fed  to  fee  it  infifted  on ;  the  very  propofing  of 

*  fuch  a  fcheme  to  a  hoiife  of  Commons,  after  fo 

*  many  remonftrances  againft  it,  I  miift  think  molt 

*  audacious  ;  it  is  in  a  manner  flying  in  the  face 
<  of  the  whole  people  of  England :  And  fince  they 

*  have  already  declared  againft  it,  God  forbid  that 

*  we,  who  are  their  reprefentatives,  fhould  declare 
!  for  it, 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  jE;>cr%^^r.  ^  Sir,  as  I  was  f;,;;^;/j^* 

*  obliged,  when  I  opened  the  affair  now  before  us,  speech, 

*  to  take  up  a  great  deal  of  your  time,  I  then  ima- 

*  gined  that  I  fhould  not  have  been  obliged  to  have 

*  given  you  any  farther  trouble  5    but  when  fuch 

*  things  are  thrown  out,  things  which,  in  my  opi- 
'  nion,  are  quite  foreign  to  the  debate  $  when  the 

*  ancient  hiftories  not  only  of  this  country,  but  of 
'  other  countries,    are   ranfacked  for  chara6lers  of 

*  wicked  minifters^  in  order  to  adapt  them  to  the 

*  prefent  times,  and  to  draw  parallels  between  them 

*  and  fome  modern  chara6ters,  to  which  they  bear 

*  no  other   refemblance,    but  only  that  they  were 

*  minifters,  it  is  impoflible  for  one  to  fit  ftill.     Of 

*  late  years,  I  have  dealt  but  little  in  the  ftudy  of 
'  hiftory ;  but  I  have  a  very  good  prompter  by  me 
(meaning  the  Attorney  general)  '  and  by  his  means 

*  I  can  recoil  e6t,  that  the  cafe  of  Empfon  and  Bud* 

*  ley^  mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who 

*  fpoke  laft,  was  fo  Very  different,  from,  any  thing 

*  that  can  poffibly  be   prefumed  from  the  fcheme 

*  now  before  us,  that  I  wonder  how  it  was  poffible 

*  to  lug  them  into  the  debate.  The  cafe  as  to  them 

*  was,  that  they  had,  by  virtue  of  old  and  obfolete 

*  laws,  moft  unjuftly  extorted  great  fums  of  money 
'  from  people,  who,  as  was  pretended,  had  become 

*  liable  to  great  pains  and  penalties  by  having  been 

*  guilty  of  breaches  of  thofe  obfolete  laws,  which 

*  for  many  years  before  had  gone  intirely  into  dif- 
;  ufe.     I  muft  fay,  Sir,  and  I  hope  moil  of  thofe 

Vol.  XI,  E  *  that 
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that  hear  me,  think,  that  it  is  very  iiniull  and  un- 
fair to  draw  any  parallel  between  the  charaders  of 
thofe  two  minifters  and  mine,  which  was  I  fuppofe 
what  the  honourable  gentleman  meant  to  do,  when' 
he  brought  that  piece  of  hiilory  into  the  debate. 
If  I  ever  endeavour  to  raife  money  from  the  peo- 
ple, or  from  any  man  whatever,  by  opprefTive  or 
illegal  means,  if  my  character  iliould  ever  come 
to  be  in  any  refpcd  like  theirs,  I  fhall  deferve 
their  fate  :  But  while  I  know  myfelf  to  be  inno- 
cent, I  (hall  depend  upon  the  protedlion  of  the 
laws  of  my  country  ;  as  long  as  they  can  prote6t 
me  I  am  fafe,  and  if  that  protedtion  Ihould  fail,, 
I  am  prepared  to  fubmit  to  the  worft  that  can  hap- 
pen. I  know  that  my  political  and  miniflerial  life 
has,  by  fome  gentlemen,  been  long  willied  at  an 
end,  but  they  may  ask  their  own  difappointed 
hearts,  how  vain  their  wifhes  have  been  •,  and  as 
for  my  natural  life,  I  have  lived  long  enough  to 
learn  to  be  as  eafy  about  parting  with  it  as  any  man 
can  well  be. 

'  As  to  thofe  clamours.  Sir,  which  have  been  rai- 
fed  without  doors,  and  which  are  now  fo  much  in- 
filled on,  it  is  very  well  known  by  whom,  and 
by  what  methods  they  were  raifed,  and  it  is  no  dif- 
ficult matter  to  guefs  with  what  views  •,  but  I  am 
very  far  from  taking  them  to  be  the  fenfe  of  the 
nation,  or  believing  that  the  fentiments  of  the  ge- 
nerality of  the  people  were  thereby  exprelTed.  The 
moil  part  of  the  people  concerned  in  thofe  clamours 
did  not  fpeak  their  own  fentiments,they  were  plaid 
by  others,  like  fo  many  puppets  ;  it  was  not  the 
puppets  that  fpoke,  it  was  thofe  behind  the  curtain 
that  plaid  them,  and  made  them  fpeak  whatever 
they  had  a  mind. 

'  There  is  now,  Sir,  a  moft  extraordinary  con- 
courfe  of  people  at  our  door  ;  I  hope  it  will  not 
be  faid,  that  all  thofe  people  came  there  of  them- 
felves  naturally^  and  without  any  mitigation  from 

<^  others^ 
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*  Others ;  for  to  my  certain  knowledge,  fonie  very 
"^  odd  methods  were  ufed  to  bring  fuch  multitudes 
'  hither  ,  circular  letters,  Sir,  were  wrote,  and  were 
'  fent  by  the  beadles  in  the  moft  public  and  moft  un- 

*  precedented  manner,  round  almoil  every  ward  in 

*  the  city,  fummoning  them  upon  their  peril  to  come 

*  down  this  day  to  the  houfe  of  Commons  :  This  I 

*  am  certain  of,  becaufe  I  have  now  one  of  chofe 

*  letters  in  my  pocket,  figned  by  a  deputy  of  one  of 

*  the  greateft  wards  in  the  city  of  London,  and  fent 
«  by  the  beadle  to  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  ward  ; 

*  and  I  know  that  fuch  letters  were  fent  in  the  fame. 
^  manner,  almoil  to  every  liveryman  and  tradefman 

*  in  that  ward.     By  the  fame  fort  of  unwarrantable 

*  methods  have  the  clamours  been  raifed  almoil:  in 

*  every  other  part  of  the  nation. 

^  Gentlemen  may  fay  what  they  pleafe  of  the  mul- 
^  titudes  now  at  our  door,    and  in  ail  the  avenues 

*  leading  to  this  houfe  ;  they  may  call  them  a  mo- 
'  deft  multitude  if  they  will,  but  whatever  temper 

*  they  were  in  when  they  came  hither,  it  may  be 

*  very  much  altered  now,    after   having  waited  fo 

*  long  at  our  door  ;  it  may  be  a  very  eafy  m^atter  for 

*  fome  defigning  feditious  perfon  to  raile  a  tumult  and 

*  diforder  among  them,  and  when  tumults  are  once 
^  begun  no  man  knows  where  they  may  end  i  he  is 
'  a  greater  man  than  any  I  know  in  the  nation,  that 

*  could  with  the  fame  eafe  appeafe  them  ;    for  this 

*  reafon  I  muft  think,  that  it  was  neither  prudent 

*  nor  regular  to  ufe  any  methods  for  bringing  fuch 

*  multitudes  to  this  place,  under  any  pretence  whate- 

*  ver.     Gentlemen  may  give  them  what  name  they 

*  think  fit ;  it  may  be  faid,  that  they  came  hither  as 
'  humble  fupplicants,  but  I  know  whom  the  law  calls 

*  fturdy  beggars,  and  thofe  who  brought  them  hither 

*  could  not  be  certain,  but  that  they  might  have  be- 
I  haved  in  the  fame  manner. 

E  2  Sir 
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Sir  John  Barnard  then  got  up  to  fpeak,  but  there 
being  Ibmc  diforder  in  the  committee,  and  the  que- 
flion  loudly  called  for.  Sir  John  Hynd  Cotton  got  up 
Sir  7../;;i  and  ipoke  thus.  '  To  order.  Sir,  I  hope  you  will 
ipccd-^f"  ^ '  c^^^  gentlemen  to  order  ;  there  is  new  a  gentleman 
'  up  to  fpeak  y  a  gentleman  who  fpeaks  as  v/ell  as 
*■  any  gentleman  in  this  houfe,.  and  who  deferves  at- 
'■  tentioti  as  much  as  any  gentleman  that  ever  fpoke 
'  in  tliis  houfe :  Befides,  Sir,  he  is  one  of  the  repre- 
^  fentatives  of  the  greateft  and  the  richefl  city  in  Eu- 
'■  rope,  a  city  which  is  greatly  interefled  in  this  de- 
'  bate,  and  therefore  he  muft  be  heard  ;  and  I  de- 
'  fire.  Sir,  that  you  will  call  to  order,  that  the  com- 
'  mittee  m.ay  fhew  him,  at  leaft,  that  refpeft  that  is 
'  due  to  every  gentleman  who  is  a  member  of  this 
'  houfe/ 

rnjohi^  After  which  the  com.mittee  being  called  to  order, 

fptGch!^  Sir  John  Barnard  went  on  in  fubllance  as  follows. 
'  Sir,.  I  know  of  no  irregular  or  unfair  methods  that 
'  were  ufed  to  call  people  from  the  city  to  your 
•^  door  y  it  is  certain,,  that  any  fet  of  gentlemjen  or 
'  merchants  may  lawfully  defire  their  friends,  they 
^  may  even  write  letters,  and  they  may  fend  thofe 
*•  letters  by  whom  they  pleafe,  to  defire  the  mer- 
'  chants  of  figure  and  charadter  to  come  down  to  the 

*  court  of  Requefts  and  to  our  lobby,  in  order  to 
'  folicit  their  friends  and  acquaintances  againfl  any 
'  fchcnie  or  projedl  which  they  think  may  be  preju- 

*  dicial  to  them.  This,.  Sir,  is  the  undoubted  right 
'  of  the  fubjed:,  and  what  has  been  always  praftifed 

*  upon  all  occafions.      The  honourable  gentleman 

*  talks  of  fturdy  beggars  ;  I  do  not  know  what  fort 
^  of  people  may  be  now  at  our  door,  becaufe  I 
'  have  not  lately  been  out  of  the  houfe,  but  I  beheve 
*"  they  are  the  fame  lort  of  people  that  w^re  there 

*  when  I  came  laft  into  the  houfe,  and  then.  Sir,.  I 
'  can  aiTure  you,  that  I  faw  none  but  fuch  as  deferve 
''  t\\^  name  of  flurdy  beggars  as  little  as  the  honoura- 

^  ble 
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*•  ble  gentleman  himfelf,    or  any  gentleman  whate- 

*  '^er.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  city  of  London 
'  was  fufficiently  apprifed  of  what  we  were  this  day 

*  to  be  about  •,  where  they  got  their  information  I 
'  do  not  know.,  but  I  am  very  certain  that  they  had 

*  a  very  right  notion  of  the  fcheme  which  has  been 

*  now  opened  to  us,  and  they  were  fo  generally  and 

*  zealoufly  bent  againfl  it,  that  whatever  methods 
'  may   have  been   ufed  to  call  them  hither,  I  am 

*  fure  it  would  have  been  impofTible  to  have  found 
<  any  legal  methods  ,to  have  prevented  their  coming 
'  hither. 

There  were  feveral  other  gentlemen  fpoke,  both 
for  and  againft  the  fcheme,  and  at  iaft  the  queftion 
was  put  upon  the  motion  made  by  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer^  whereupon  they  came  to  a  divifi- 
on ;  and  as  this  affair  is  Hill  m.uch  talked  of,  we 
fhall  give  the  moil  corre6b  lift  we  could  .procure,  of 
thofe  who  voted  on  each  fide  of  the  queftion. 

Lijl  of  thofe  who  voted  for  thequefiion^  and  confequent^ 
ly  for  the  EXCISE  SCHEME. 

T.  Winnington,  Droitwich,  Worcefterftiire,  mie  of 
tJot  Lords  Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty^  'Teller, 

ALS  T  O  N  Sir  Rowland,  BedfordHiire. 
Andrews  Townlhend,  Hmdon,    deputy  pay- 
mafier, 
Anftruther  Sir  John,  Fifeftiire,  mafier  of  the  king's 

works  in  Scotland. 
Anftruther  Philip,  Anftruther,  £ff  ^.  colonel  of  a  regi- 
ment^ andfince  made  deputy  governor  of  Minorca. 
Arundel  Hon.  Richard,  Knareft^orough,  Yorklhire, 

furvey or  general  of  the  works, 
AOie  Edward,  Heytfbury,  "Wilts,  com,  of  trade, 

E  I  Afh* 
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Afhbiirnham  Sir  William,  Haftings,  Suflex,  cham- 
berlain of  the  Exchequer,  and  commiffioner  of  the 
alienations, 

Auften  Sir  Robert,  New  Romney,  Kent. 

Bacon  Waller,  Norwich,  commijfary  at  Minorca. 

Bacon  Sir  Edmund,  Thetford,  Norfolk,  hath  a 
grant  of  crown  lands  at  Chatham,  and  a  brother  in 
the  cuftoms. 

Baker  Hercules,  Hythe,  Kent,  captain  in  the  7tavy, 

Bateman  William,  Lord  Vifcount  Leominfler. 

Beauclerk  Lord  Vere,  Windfor,  commiffioner  of  the 
navy^  and  captain  of  a  man  of  war, 

Bennet  Thomas,  Nottinghamfhire. 

Barkeley  hon.  Henry,  Glouceilerfhire,  colonel  of 
horfe  grenadiers, 

Bladen  Martin,  Stockbridge,  commif  of  trade, 

Bladen  Thomas,  Steyning,  SufTex,  nephew  to  Mar- 
tin Bladen. 

Bond  John,  Corf-caflle,  Dorfetfhire. 

Bradfhaigh  Sir  Roger,  Wigan,  Lancafhire. 

Bridgman  Sir  Orlando,  Bletchingly,  Surrey,  com- 
miffioner of  trade, 

Briftow  Robert,  Winchelfea,  Suflex,  clerk  of  the 
green-cloth, 

Britiffe  Robert,  Norwich. 

Brodie  Alexander,  Elginfhire,  lyon  King  at  arms. 

Bromley  Henry,  Cambridgeiliire. 

Brcokfbank  Stamp,  Colchefter,  direSlor  of  the  bank, 

Brudenell  hon.  James,  Andover,  Hants,  commif  of 
trade,,  andfince  made  groom  of  the  bedchamber, 

Burchet  Jofiah,  Sandwich,  Kent,  fecretary  of  the 
admiralty. 

Burton  William,   Rutland. 

Butler  James,  Suflex. 

Byng  hon.  Robert,  Plymouth,  Devonj  commif  of 
the  navy, 

Campbel  John,  Pembrokelhire. 

Campbell  John,  Dunbartonlhire,  groom  of  the  bed-? 
chamber  to  the  King. 

Campbell 
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Campbell  John,  Edinburgh  city, 

Campbell  Sir  James,  Shire  of  Argyle. 

Campbell  Daniel,    Glafgow,    ^c.    bis   eldejt  fin  a 

commijfioner  of  the  cuftoms^  and  another  fin  receiver 

general  in  Scotland. 
Campbell  Peter,  burgh  of  Elgin,  ^c.  an  officer  in 

the  houJJjold^  and  fince  made  deputy  governor  of 

Portfmouth. 
Carey  Walter  Clifton,  Dartmouth,  &c.  clerk  of  the 

council^  ayidfecrctary  to  the  Lord  Lieut,  of  Ireland, 
Carr  William,  Newcaftle  on  Tine. 
Carnai-von  Marquefs  of,  Hereford,  Lord  of  the  bed- 
chamber to  the  Prince, 
Chamberlayn  George,  Buckingham. 
Cholmondeley  James,  BolTiny,  Cornwal,    major  of 

the  horfe-guards^  and  governor  of  Chefler-caftle. 
Churchill  Charles,   Caflle-rifing,  Norfolk,  colonel  of 

a  regiment  of  dragoons^  and  governor  of  Plymouth. 
Clarke  Sir  Thomas,  Hereford. 
Clayton  Sir  William,  Blerchingly,  Surrey. 
Clayton  William,  Weftminfter,  Lord  of  the  treafury. 
Clifton  Sir  Robert,  Retford,  Nottinghamlhire. 
Clutterbuck  Thomas,    Lefkard,  Cornwal,  Lord  of 

the  admiralty, 
Cockburn  John,  fhire  of  Haddingtoun, 
Conduit  John,   Whitchurch,  Southampton^  mafter 

worker  of  the  mint. 
Cope  Sir  John,  Southampton  county. 
Cope  John,  Lefkard,  Cornwal,  colonel  of  a  regiment. 
Copplefton  Thomas,  Kellington,  Cornwal,  hath  a 

place  in  Ireland.  / 

Corbet  William,  Montgomery,  Flintfhire, 
Cornwallis  hon.  Jon,  Eye,  Suffolk,    equerry  to  the 

Prince, 
Cornwallis  hon,  col,  Stephen,  Eye,  Suffolk,  colonel 

of  a  regiment. 
Cotton  Sir  Robert,  Salifbury,  Chelhire, 
Cracherode  Anthony,  Leilwithiel,  Cornwal,  joint 
filicitor  to  the  treafury. 

E  4.  Croft 
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Groft  Sir  Archer,  Boralfton,  Devonlhire,  commijfiomr 

of  trade. 
CrofTe  John,  Wotton-baflet,  Wilts. 
Crowle  George,  Kingilon  on  Hull,   commijfioner  of 

viofualling. 
Cunningham  Henry,  fhire  of  Stirling,  cominiffioner 

of  the  miifiers  in  Scotland. 
D'Anvers  Jofeph,  Bramber,   SufTex. 
Darcy  Sir  Conyers,  Richmond,  Yorkihire,  control- 
ler of  the  houjhold. 
Docminique  Paul,  Gatton,  Surrey,  commif.  of  trade. 
Doddington  George,Bridgwater,Somerfetrhire,  Lord 

of  the  treafiiry. 
Douglas  Robert,  Orkney  and  Zetland,  an  officer  in 

the  army. 
Downing,  Sir  George,  Dunwich,  Suffolk. 
Drummond  John,  burgh  of  Perth,  dire5for  of  the. 

Eaft- India  company^    and  commiffary  for  fettling 

commerce. 
Duckett  William,  Cain,  Wilts,  major  of  the  horfe. 

grenadiers. 
Dunbar  Patrick,  Bute  and  Caithnefs. 
Duncombe  Anthony,  New  Sarum. 
Earle  Gyles,  Malmefbury,  Wilts,  clerk  of  the  green* 

cloth, 
Earle  Capt.  William  Rawlinfon,  Malmefbury,  Wilts, 

fince  made  clerk  of  the  ordnance. 
Edgcumbe  Richard   Plympton,  Devonfhire,  vice-^ 

treafurer  of  Ireland. 
Edwards  Samuel  Wenlock,  Salop,    tinder-teller  of 

the  Exchequer. 
Elliot  Richard,  St.  Germains,  Cornwal,  auditor  ge- 

neral  to  the  Prince. 
Erfkine  Thomas,  burgh  of  Stirling,  captain  in  the 

army. 
Erfkine  Charles,  fhire  of  'DumhkSy  folici tor  general 

for  Scotland. 
Evans  Richard,  Queenfburgh,  Kent,  deputy  gover^ 

nor  of  Sheernefsj  and  captain  of  dragoons. 

"  ~  Evelyi^ 
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Evelyn  John,  Helfton,  Cornwal,  groom  of  the  bed- 
chamber to  the  Prince, 

Eversfield  Charles,  Horfham,  SufTex. 

Eyles  Francis,  Devizes,  captain  in  the  army. 

Fane  John,  Buckingham,  captain  of  a  troop  ofhorfe^ 

Fane  Francis,  Taunton,  Somerfetfliire,  folicitor  to 
the  Prince, 

Farrington  Thomas,  St,  Michael,  Cornwal,  receiver 
of  the  revenue  of  Wales. 

Finch  hon.  Henry,  Malton,  Yorkfhire, 

Fitzroy  Charles,    Thetford,  Norfolk,    cornet^  and 
mafter  of  the  tennis-court, 

Fitzwilliams  Vifc.  Fowey,  Cornwal 

Forbes  Duncan,  Fortrofe,  Invernefs,  ^c.  Lord  ad- 
vocate for  Scotland. 

Forbes  Sir  Arthur,  Aberdeenfhire. 

Fortefcue  William,  Newport,  Hants,   fecretarj  to 
the  chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Fox  Stephen,  Shaftfbury,  Dorfetdiire. 

Frankland  Sir  Thomas,  Thirik,  Yorkfhire,  Lord  of 
the  admiralty. 

Gage,  Sir  William,  Seaford,  SulTex, 

Gallway  Lord  Vifc.  Ciithero,  Lancalhire. 

Gibfon  Thomas,  Marlborough,  Wilts,  fcrivener  to 
Sir  R.  Walpole. 

Glenorchy  Lord  Vifc.    Saltafh,  Cornwal,  envoy  to 
the  court  of  Denmark. 

Gough  Sir  Henry,  Totnefs,  Devonlhlre. 

Gould  Nathaniel,  Wareham,  Dorfetfhire.. 

Gould  John,  Shoreham,  SulTex. 

Grant  Sir  James,  Invernefs  fhire,  two  brothers  offi- 
cers in  the  army, 

pregory  George,  ^oroughbridge,  Y orkihire, /^r^*- 
keeper  of  the  ordnance, 

Griffith  John,  Carnarvonfhire,  captain  in  the  army, 

Qrimfton  William  Lord  Vifc.  St.  Albans. 

Hales,  Thomas,  Camelford,  Cornwal,  clerk  of  the 
green-cloth.^ 

Hales 


58  Parliamentary       A.  1735. 

Hales  Sir  Thomas,  Canterbury,  Kent. 

Hamilton  Alexander,  fhire  of  hinl'ithgow,  fe ere fary 

to  the  Prince  of  Walts  for  Scotland. 
Hamilton  Lord  Archibald,    Lanerkfhire,  Lord  of 

the  admiralty, 
Hamilton  John,  Wendover,  Bucks. 
Handafyd  Roger,  Huntingdon,  colonel  of  a  regiment, 
Harbord  Harbord,  Norfolk. 
Harris  John,  Helfton,  Cornwal, 
Harrifon  George,  Hertford. 
Heathcote  Sir  John,  Bodmin,  Cornwal. 
Hedges  John, Bofriny,Cornwal,/rf^y//rfr  to  thePrince, 
Henley  Holt  Henry,  Lyme,  Dorfetlhire,  clerk  of 

the  pipe. 
Herbert  Henry  Arthur,  Ludlow,  Salop. 
Herbert  hon.  Robert,  Wilton,  Wilts,  commiffioner 

of  the  revenue  in  Ireland. 
Heron  Patrick,  Kirkbright  flewarty. 
Hervey  John   Lord,    St.  Edmundsbury,    Suffolk, 

vice -chamberlain  to  the  king's  houfhold^    and  fince 

made  a  peer. 
Hinxman  Jofeph,Chriflchurch,  Southampton, -32;^^^- 

ward  of  the  new  forefl. 
Houghton  Sir  Henry,  Preilon,  Lancafhire. 
Hope  Thomas,  Maidflone,  Kent. 
Hofte  James,  Bramber,  Suflex,  coufin  to  Sir  Robert 

Walpole. 
Hotham  Sir  Charles,  Beverly,  Yorkfhire,  colonel  of 

a  regiment^  amd  groom  of  the  bedchamber, 
Howard  Charles,    Carlifle,   Cumberland,  colonel  of 

the  guards. 
Howarth  Sir  Humphry,  Radnorfliire. 
Hucks  William,  Wallingford,  Berks,  brewer  to  the. 

King's  houfhold. 
Hucks  Robert,  Abingdon,  Berks,  his  f on, 
Huxley  George,  Newport,    Hants,    mufter-mafier 

general. 
Jekyll  Sir  Jofeph^  Rygate,  Surrya  mafler  of  the  rolls ^ 

Jen-? 
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Jennings  Sir  John,   Rochefter,  Kent,  Governor  of 

Greenwich  Hofpital, 
Ingoldefby  Thomas,  Aylefbury,   Bucks. 
Ingram  Henry,  Horfham,  SulTex,   commif.   of  the 

ft  ores  at  Gibraltar. 
Jewks  John,  Bridport,  Dorfet. 
Kelfal  Henry,  St.  Michael,   Cornwal,  clerk  of  the 

treafury. 
Knight  John,  Sudbury,  Suffolk. 
Knollys  Henry,  St.  Ives,  Cornwal. 
Lane  Sir  Richard,  Worcefter,  whofe  fan  is  com.  of 

hawkers  and  pedlars, 
Laroche  John,  Bodmin,  Cornwal. 
Leathes  Carteret,  Sudbury,  Suffolk. 
Leheup  Ifaac,  Grampound,    Cornwal,    hrother-in-^ 

law  to  Hor.  Walpole. 
Lewis  Thomas,  Radnor,  his  brother  has  a  good  place 

in  the  cuftoms, 
Lewis  Thomas,  New  Sarum,  Hants. 
Liddel  George,  Berwick. 
Lifburne  Lord  Vifc.  Cardiganfliire. 
Lockyer  Charles,  Ilchefler,  Somerfetiliire,  gentleman 

of  the  privy-chamber, 
Lloyd  Richard,  Cardigan. 

Lloyd  Philip,  Chriftchurch,  Hants,  captain  of  dra- 
goons, 
Longueville  Charles,  Eaillow,  Cornwal,  auditor  to 

the  ^een, 
Lowther  Sir  William,  Pontefrad,  Yorkfhire. 
Lowther   hon.   Anthony,   Weftmoreland,  com.  of 

the  revenue  in  Ireland. 
Lumley  John,  Arundel,  Suffex. 
Lyttleton  Sir  Thomas,  Worcefterfhire,  lord  of  the 

admiralty. 
Malpas  Lord  Vifc.  Windfor,  Berkfhire,  mafter  of 

the  horfe  to  the  Prince, 
Manners  Lord  William,  Leicefterfliire,  lord  of  the 

bedchamber  to  the  King, 

Martin 
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Martin  Thomas,  Wilton,  Wilts. 

Medlycot  Thomas,  Milbourn-port,  Som.  com^nijfi- 

oner  of  the  revenue  in  Ireland. 
Meredith  Sir  Roger,    Kent,    an  officer  of  Dover- 

caftle. 
Micklethwait  Lord,  Kingflon  on  Hull. 
Middleton  John,  Aberdeen,  Montrofe,  ^c,  col.  of 

a  regiment. 
Mill  Sir  Richard,  Midhuril,  SufTex. 
Monro  Sir  Robert,  Kirkwall,  Tain,  £ffr.  his  brother 

capain  of  an  independent  coyn^any, 
Monro  John,  Rolslhire. 
Monfon  George,  Great  Grimfby,  Lincoln. 
Montague  hon.   Edward,  Northampton^    col,  of  a 

regiment^  and  governor  of  Hull. 
Mordaunt  John,  Pontefra6t,  Yorkfnire,  coL  of  the 

guards. 
More  Robert,  Bifhop's  caflle,  Salop. 
Morgan  Thomas,  Town  of  Brecon. 
Morton  Matthew  Ducie,  Tregony,  Cornwal. 
Murray  John,  Selldrk,  Peebles,  iic, 
Nafmith,   Sir  James,  Shire  of  Peebles. 
Neale  John,  Coventry,  husband  to  one  of  the  ^.een^s 

bedchamber  women, 
NicoU  Sir  Charles  Counter,  Peterbor.  Northam^ 
Norton  Thomas,  Edmundfbury,  Suffolk,  lieutenant 

governor  of  Chealfea  College. 
Offley  Crew,  Bewdley,  Worceiterfhire,  gentleman  of 

the  privy  chamber. 
Onflow  Arthur,  [Speaker]  Surrey^  chancellor  to  the 

^een. 
Onflow  Richard,  Guilford,    col,  of  the  guards^  and 

adjutant  general, 
Orlebar  John,  Bedford. 
Owen  Williams,  P-embroke  town. 
Oxendon  Sir  George,  Sandwich,  Kent,  lord  of  the 

treafury. 
Papilion  Davidj  Rumney,  Kent^ 

ParfonS 
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Parfons  Henry,  Maldon,  EfTex,  com,  of  vi5fualUng^ 

purveyor  of  Chelfea  College. 
P^arfe  Thomas,  Weymouth,  Dorfetfhire,  com.  of  the: 

navy. 
Pcirfe  Henry,  Northallerton,  Yorldhire. 
Pelham  hon.  Henry,  SufTex,    -pay-mafier  general  of 

the  army. 
Pelham  Thomas,  Lewis,  SulTex,  com.  of  trade, 
Pelham  Thomas,.   Lewis,    SufFex,   fecretary  t^  the- 

emhaffy  in  France. 
Pelham  James,  Newark,  Nottlngh.  fecretary  to  the 

Prince^  and  to  the  lord  chamberlain, 
Pelham  Thomas,  junior,  Haftings,  SulTex. 
Percival  Lord  Vifc»- Harwich,  Efiex. 
Piers  Col.  William,  Wells,  Somerfetfhire, 
Pitt  John,  Camelford,  Cornwal,  col.  of  the  guards! 
Pitt  Thomas,  Oakhampton,  Devon. 
Polhill  David,  Rocheiler,  Kent,  keeper  of  the  records 

in  the  Tower. 
Powlet  Lord  Harry,.    Southamptonlh.  ^nce  made  a 

lord  of  the  admiralty. 
Powlet  William,  Lymington,  Southam.p. 
Powlet  Norton,  fenior,  Petersfield,  Hants. 
Powlet  Norton,  junior,  Wincheiler. 
Powlet   Charles  Armand,  Nev/ton,  Hants,,  lieute<^ 

nant'Colonel  of  horfe  grenadiers. 
Price  Uvedale,  Weobly,  Herefordfliire« 
Pulteney  Henry,  Hey  don,  Yorkfliire^   col.  of  the 

guards^  and  equerry  to  the  King. 
Purvis  George,  Aldborough,  Suffolk,  captain  in  the 

navy. 
Ramfden  John,  Apulby,  Weftmoreland. 
Read  Sir  Thomas,  Cricklade,  Wilts,    clerk  of  the 

green-cloth. 
Read  George^  Tewkfbury,  Gloucefterfhire,   major 

of  the  guards. 
Rich  Sir  Robert,    St.  Ives,  Cornwal,   col.  of  horfe^ 

and  groom  of  the  hed-chamher  to  the  king. 
Rider  Dudley,  St.  Germains,  CornwaJp 

Roberts 
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Roberts  Gabriel,  Chippenham^  Wilts. 

Robinfon  Sir  Thomas,  Thirfk,  Yorkfhire. 

Rutherford  James,  Selkirkfhire,  commiffary  of  Pee- 
bles. 

St.  Quintin  Matthew  Chitty,  Old  Sarum. 

Saunders  Sir  George,  Queenborough,   commiffioner 
of  the  navy. 

Scot  Robert,  Forfarihire. 

Scrope  hon.  John,  Briftol,  fecretary  of  the  treafury, 

Selwyn  John,  Whitchurch,  Hants,  treafurer  to  the 
^een^  &c. 

Shannon  Lord  Vifcount,  Grinilead  in  Suflex,  capt. 
of  a  troop  of  guards, 

Shaw  Sir  John,  Renfrewfhire,  com,  for  preventing 
the  importation  of  Irifh  meal  into  Scotland. 

Shelly  Sir  John,  Arundel,  SufTex,    his  brother  one 
of  the  commiffioners  of  the  fait  duty. 

Sinclair  James,  Dyfart,  Kirkaldie,  ^c,  major  of  a 
regiment  of  foot-guards, 

Sloper  Wilham,  Great  Bedwin,    Wilts,  deputy  cof- 
ferer. 

Smelt  Leonard,  Northallerton,  Yorkfhire,  clerk  of 
the  ordnance, 

Speke  George,  Taunton,  Somerfetfliire. 

Stanhope  Charles,  Aldborough,  Yorkfhire. 

Stewart  William,  Air,  Irwin,  ^c,  pay-mafier  of  the 
P — n—ns, 

Sutherland  hon.  William,  Sutherlandfhire. 

Sutton  Richard,  Newark,  Nottinghamfhire,  col,  of 
a  regiment,^  andfince  governor  of  Guernfey. 

Talbot  Charles,  Durham,  folicitor  general, 

Thompfon  William,  Scarborough,  Yorkfhire,  com- 
miffioner for  vi5lualling, 

Thompfon  Richard,  Reading,  Berks. 

Thornhill  Sir  James,  Melcomb,Dorf.  King^s  painter, 

Tilfon  Chriflopher,  Cricklade,  Wilts,  clerk  of  the 
treafury 

Towers  Chriflopher,  Lancafter,  reverfionary  auditor 
of  the  imprefs. 

I  "  Towers 
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Towers  Thomas,  Wareham,   Dorfctiliire,  reverjio- 

7iary  auditor  of  the  imprefs. 
Townfliend  hon.  Hor.  Hey tfbury,  Wilts. 
Townfhend  hon.  Thomas,   Cambridge  Univerfity, 

Teller  of  the  Exchequer. 
Treby  George,  Clifton,  Dartmouth,  i^c,  majler  of 

the  houfhold, 
Trenchard  George,  Pool,  Dorfetfhire. 
Tuffnel  Samuel,  Colcheiler,  commijfioner  for  fettling 

commerce. 
Turner  Sir  Charles,  Lynn,  teller  of  the  Exchequer, 
Tylney  Earl,  EiTex. 

Tyrconnel  Lord  Vile.  Grantham,  Lincolnfhire. 
Tyrrel  James,  Boroughbr.  Yorkfhire,  col,  of  a  re- 
giment. 
Vincent  Harry,  Guilford. 
Wade  Gen.  George,Bath,  col.  of  a  regiment  ofhorfe^ 

andfmce  made  governor  of  Fort  William. 
Wager  Sir  Charles,    Portfmouth,  Hants,  Jirfi  lord 

of  the  admiralty. 
Walker  Thomas,  Wefllow,  Cornw.  furveyor  general 

of  his  Majefty^s  land-revenues, 
Walpole  Right  hon.  Sir  Robert,    Lynn,  Norfolk, 

Chancell,  of  the  Exchequer  and  lord  of  the  treafury^ 
Walpole  Horatio,  Yarmouth,  cofferer  and  auditor 

of  the  plantations. 
Walpole  Edward,    Leflwithiel,  Cornw.  fon  of  Sir 

Robert  Walpole,  joint  fecretary  of  the  treafury^ 

'and  collector  inwards  of  the  cufloms. 
Walter  Peter,  Winchelfea,  SufTex,  clerk  of  the  peace 

for  the  county  of  Middlefex,  ^c, 
Wardour  William,  Calne,  Wilts. 
Wentworth  Sir  William,  Malton,  Yorkfhire. 
White  Thomas,  Retford,  Nottinghamfhire. 
Whitworth  Francis,  Minehead,  Somerfetlhire,  fur- 

veyor  of  his  Majefty^s  woods. 
Willes  John,    Wefllow,    Cornwal,  chief  jufiice  of 

Chefler. 
Williams  Sir  Nicholas,  Carmarthenfhire, 
Williams  Hughs,  Anglefea,  Wills 
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Wills  Sir  Charles,  Totnefs,  Devonfhire,  colonel  of  d 

regiment  of  guards^  and  lieutenant  general  of  the 

ordnance, 
Woollafton  William,  Ipfwich. 
Wyndham  Thomas,  Pool,  Dorfetfhire,    Cou/tn  to 

Mr,  Doddington; 
Wynne  Thomas,  Carnarvon,  clerk  of  the  green-cloth. 
Young  Sir  William,  Honiton,  Devonftiire,  lord  of 

the  treafury, 
York  Sir  Philip,  Seaford,  SulTex,  attorney  general. 
York  John,  Richmond,  Yorkfhire. 

Total  for  the  Excife^  with  the  Teller,  266. 

Sir  Thomas  Pendergrafs  ^fT2LZ  not  returned  till  the  que-" 
flion  was  carried  in  the  committee,  but  appeared 
upon  the  report,  and  voted  for  the  Excife, 

Francis  Knollys  abfent  in  the  committee,  but  appeared 
upon  the  report,  and  voted  againft  the  Excife. 


Lift  of  thofd  who  voted  again fl  the  Queftioyi^  and 
\onfeqitently  againfi  the  EXCISE  SCHEME^ 

S.SJNDTS,  Teller. 

AB  D  Y  Sir  Robert,  EfleXj 
Aiflabie  William,  Rippon,  Yorkliiire<; 
Alingron  Marmaduke,  Agmondelham. 
AnneHy  Francis,  Weftbury,  Wilts. 
Ailley  Sir  John,  Salop-town. 
Afton  Sir  Thomas,  Liverpool,  Lancafhire; 
Bacon  Thomas,  Cambridge. 
Bacon  Sir  Edmund,  Norfolk. 
Bagot  Sir  Walter,  Wagftaff,  Staffordlhire: 
Banks  John,  Corf-caftle,  Dorfetfhire. 
Banks  Jofhua,  Peterborough,  Northamptonlliirel 

Barnard  Sir  John,  LONDON. 

Bar- 
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Barrington  Sir  John,  Newtoun,  Hants, 

Bathurft  Peter,  Cirencefter. 

Bathurft  Benjamin,  Gloucefter, 

Belfield  John,  Exeter. 

Berkely  hon.  George,  Dover. 

Bevan  Arthur,  Carmarthen. 

Bold  Peter,  Wigan,  Lancafhire. 

Bofcawen  Hugh,  Truro,  Cornwal.  :    "^ '' 

Bowes  George,  Durham-county. 

Bowles  William,  Bi*idport,  Dorfetfhire. 

Bramfton  Thomas,  Maiden,  EfTex. 

Broke  Philip,  Ipfwich,  Suffolk. 

Bromley  William,  Warwick. 

Browne  John,  Dorchefter. 

Bulkeley  Lord  Vifcount,  Beaumaris,  Anglefea. 

Burrard  Paul,  Yarmouth,  Ifle  of  Wight. 

Burrel  Peter,  Haflemere,  Surrey, 

Csefar  Charles,  Hertfordihire. 

Carew  Sir  William,  Cornwal. 

Cartwright  Thomas,  Northampton. 

Cafwal  Sir  George,  Leominfter,  Herefordlliire. 

Chafin  George,  Dorfetfhire. 

Charlton  St.  John,  Bridgenorth,  Salop. 

Chetwynd  Lord  Vifcount,  Staffordfhire, 

Chetwynd  John,  Stockbridge,  Hants.  ■ 

Child  Sir  Francis,  Middlefex.  "' 

Childe  William-Laycon,  Salop-county.  h 

Cholmondely  Charles,  Chefhire. 

Clarke  Godfrey,  Derbyfhire. 

Cocks  James,  Rygate,  Surrey. 

Coffin  Richard,  Barnflaple,  Devonlhire. 

Compton  George,  Northampton. 

Cornbury  Lord  Vifcount,  Oxford  Univerfity^ 

Cornewall  Velters,  Herefordfhire. 

Cotton  Sir  John  Hynde,  Cambridge- town« 

Courtenay  Sir  William,  Devonfhire. 

Crifp  Thomas,  Ilchefter,  Somerfetfhire^ 

Curzon  Sir  Nathaniel,  Derbyfhire^ 

VoLe  XI  F  Dal- 
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Daliymple  Col.  John,  Burggof  Wigtoun. 

Dalrymple  Sir  James,  Burgh  of  Haddington. 

Dalrymple  hon.  Col.  William,  Shire  of  Wigtoun, 

Davers  Sir  Jei"myn,  Suffolk. 

Devereiix  hon.  Price,  Montgomeryfhire, 

Digby  hon.  Edward,  Warwickfhire. 

Drax  Henry,  Lyme,  Dorfetfhire. 

Drewe  Francis,  Exeter. 

Dondafs  Robert,  Shire  of  Edinburgh. 

Elton  Sir  Abraham,  Briftol. 

Eyles  Sir  John,  London. 

Eyies  Sir  Jofeph,  Southwark. 

Fazakerley  Nicholas,  Prefton,  Lancafhirc, 

Fenwick  Nicholas,  Newcaftle  upon  Tine. 

Finch  hon.  John,  Higham-ferrers,  Norths 

Finch  hon.  John,  Maidftone,  Kent. 

Foley  Edward,  Droitwich,  Worceflerfliire„ 

Fortefcue  hon.  Theoph.  Barnflaple,  Devonc 

Fuller  John,  Plimpton,  Devon. 

Furnefs  Henry,  Dover. 

Gage  Lord  Vifcount,  Tewkibury,  Glou, 

Gay  Robert,  Bath. 

Gower  Baptift  Levefon,  Newcaftle,  Staff. 

Gower  hon.  Wm.  Levefon,  Newcaftle,  Staff. 

Grofvenor  Sir  Robert,  Chefter. 

Guidott  William,  Andovcr,  Hants. 

Gybbon  Philip,  Rye,  Suffex. 

Hall  Charles,  Lincoln. 

Hanbury  John,  Monmouthfhire. 

Harley  Edward,  Herefordftiirc. 

Harrifon  Thom.as,  Old  Sarum. 

Harvey  Michael,  Milbourn-port,  Somerfetfliirc. 

Hawkins  Philip,  Grampound. 

Heathcote  Wilham,  Southampton. 

Heathcote  George,  Hindon,  Wilts. 

Hedworth  John,  Durham-county, 

Henley  Anthony,  Southampton. 

Hoby  Sir  Thomas,  Marlow,  Bucks. 

HoUand  Rogers,  Chippenham,  Wilts. 

Hope 
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Hope  Sir  J.  Bruce,  Klnrofs  and  Clackman. 
Howe  John,  Wiltfhire. 

Howard  Henry  Lord,  Walden  Boralfton,  D^von. 
Hylton  John,  CarUfle,  Cumberland. 
Inwen  Thomas,  Southv/ark. 
Inchequin  Earl  of,  Tamworth,  Staff. 
Ifham  Sir  Juflin,  Northamptonlhire, 
Kemp  Sir  Robert,  Suffolk. 
Kemp  Robert,  Orford,  Suffolk. 
Keyt  Sir  William,    Warwick. 
Lawfon  Giifrid,  Cumberland. 
Lawfon  Sir  Wilfrid,  Cockermouth,  Cum. 
Lee  Sir  Thomas,  Bucks, 
Lee  George,  Brackley,  Northamptonfhire. 
Leigh  hon.  Charles,  Bedfordfhire. 
Levinz  William,  Nottinghamfhire. 
Lewen  George,  Wallingford,  Berks. 
Limerick  Lord  Vifcount,  Wendover,  Bucks. 
Lifle  Edward,  Marlborough,  Wilts. 
Lifter  Thomas,  Clithero,  Lancafhire. 
Lloyd  Salifbury,  Flint- town. 
Lowther  Sir  James,  Cumberland. 
Lowther  Sir  Thomas,  Lancafhire. 
Lutterel  Alexander,  Minehead,  Somerfet. 
Lutwyche  Thomas,  Agmondefham,  Bucks. 
Lyfter  Richard,  Salop-county. 
Mackenzie  Sir  George,  Cromarty  and  Nairn, 
Manfel  hon.  Buffy,  Cardiff,  Glamorganfhire. 
Mafter  Thomas,  Cirencefler,  Gloucelterfhire. 
Mafter  Legh,  Newton,  Lancafhire. 
Meadows  Sidney,  Truro,  Cornwal. 
Merril  John,  St.  Albans. 
Methuen  hon.  Sir  Paul,  Brackley,  Northamp. 
Middleton  Sir  William,  Northumberland. 
Milner  Sir  William,  York. 
Moneux  Sir  Humphry,  Taviflock,  Devonfhire. 
Morpeth  Lord  Vifcount  Morpeth,  Northumb. 
Morrice  Sir  William,  Newport,  Cornwal. 
Moftyn  Sir  Roger,  Flintfhire. 

F  2  Mountrath 


68  P  A  at  I  A  MENT  A  Pv  Y        A.I735„ 

Mountrath  Earl  of,  Caftle-rifing,  Norfolk.- 
Newland  William,  Gatton,  Surrey. 
'     Newton  Sir  Michael,   Grantham,  Line. 
Nightingale  Jofeph-Galcoign,  Stafford. 
Noel  hon.  Thomas,  Rutland. 
Noel  Sir  Clobery,.  Lcicefterfhire. 
Norris  Sir  John,  Portfmouth,  Hants. 
Northmore  William,  Oakhampton,  Devon*. 
Ongley  Samuel,  Shoreham,   SuiTex. 
Parker  Winchcomb,  Berkfhire. 
Packington  Sir  Herbert,  Worcefterlhire. 
Palmer  Thomas,   Bridgewater,  Somerfet. 
Parfons  Plumphrey,  London. 
Pelham  Charles,  Beverley,  Yorldhire., 
Perrot  Henry,  Oxfbrdiliire, 
Perry  Micaiah,  London. 
Peyto  William,  Warwickfhire. 
Philips  Erafmus,  Haverford-weft,    Pemb; 
Plummer  Richard,  Litchfield,  Staff. 
Plummet  Walter,  Apulby,  Weftmoreland. 
Plumtree  John,  Bifhops-caftle,  Salop. 
Pottinger  Richard,  Reading. 
Powlet  Lord  Naffaw,  Lymington,  Southampo 
Fulteney  Wilham,  Heydon,  Yorkfhire. 
Rafhleigh  Jonathan,  Fowey,  Cornwal. 
Reynell  Richard,  Afhburton,  Devonfhire, 
Rolle  Henry,  Devonfhire. 
Rowney  Thomas,  Oxford-city. 
Rufbout  Sir  John,  Evelham,  Worcefterfhire. 
Sambrooke  John,  Wenlock,  Salop. 
Sambrooke  Sir  Jer.  Vanacker  Bt.  Bcdfordo 
St.  Aubin  Sir  John,  Cornwal. 
St.  John  hon.  John,  Wotton-Baffet. 
Saunderfon  Sir  Thomas,  Lincolnfhirea 
Scawen  Thomas,  Surrey. 
Scor  James,  Kinkardinfhire. 
Sebright  Sir  Thomas,  HertfordfhirCo 
Seymour  Francis,  Bedwin,  Wilts. 

Shafta 
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Shafto  John,  Durham-city. 

Shepheard  Samuel,  CambridgejQiire. 

Shippen  William,  Newton,  Lincolnflilre. 

Shirley  hon.  Robert,  Stamford,  Lincolnfhire. 

Shuttle  worth  Richard,  Lancafhire. 

Slingfby  Sir  Henry,  Knarefborough,  Yorkfhire. 

Somerfet  Lord  Charles  Noel,  Monmouthlhire. 

Spencer  hon.  John^  Woodftock,  Oxfordfhire, 

Stanhope  hon.  John,  Nottingham, 

Stanhope  Sir  William,  Bucks. 

Stanhope  Charles,  Derby. 

Stanley  Sir  Edward,  Lancafhire. 

Stapleton,  Sir  William^  Oxfordihire, 

Talbot  John,  Ivory,  Wilts. 

Taylor  Jofeph,  Petersficid,  Hants. 

Townfhend  hon,  Wm.  Yarmouth,  NorfolL 

Tremayne  Arthur,  Launcefton,  Cornwal. 

Turner  Cholmley,  Yorkfhire. 

Vane  Lord  Vifcount,  Steyning,  SufTex. 

Vane,  hon.  Henry,  St.  Maw's,  Cornwal. 

Vaiighan,  hon.  Wm.  Gywn,  Brecon-county. 

Vernon  Sir  Charles,  Bt.  Chipping- Wicomb« 

Vernon  George  Venables,  Litchfield,  Staff. 

Vernon  Edward,  Penryn,  CornwaL 

Vyner  Robert,  Lincolnfhire. 

Walcot  John,  Salop-county.  » 

Waller  Edmund,  Great  Marlow. 

Waller  Harry,  Chipping- Wicomb,  Bucks» 

Ward  John,  Newcaftle,  Staffordfhire.  . 

Warden  Bonlace,  Nottingham. 

Williams  Sir  John,  Aldborough,  Suffolk. 

Willoughby  hon.  Thomas,  Tamworth. 

Windham  Thomas,  Dunwich,  Suffolk. 

Windford  Thomas,  Hereford. 

Wortley  Montague  Edward,  Huntington. 

Wrighte  George,  Leicefter. 

Wyndham  Sir  William,  Somerfetfhire. 

Wynn  Watkin  Williams,  Denbighfliire, 

F  %  Total 
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Total  againfl  tht  Excife,  with  the  Teller,  205. 

Tbefe  voted  afterwards  againft  the  Excife. 

Edward  Rudge.  Lord  Tyrconneh 

Sir  C.  Bunbiiry.  W.  Noel. 

Sir  C.  Bifhop.  R.  Jenifon. 

Sir  J.  Coryton.  Lord  C.  Cavendifh. 

Lord  J.  Cavendifh.  George  Clarke. 

E.  M.  Pleydell.  F.  KnoUys. 

E.  Tucker.  J.  Weaver. 

Sir  T.  Clarke.  T.  Horner. 

Sir  E.  Defbouverie.  Sir  T.  Prendergafl. 

Sir  E.  Bering.  J.  Gifford. 

T.  Bootle.  B.  Styles. 

Sir  G.  Beaumont.  J.  Rudge. 

Sir  Richard  Ellis.  J.  York. 

Lord  Coleraine. 

of'[he''cxdr      A^^^r  the  queftion  upon  this  firft  refolution  had 
committee.'  been  thus  Carried  in  the  affirmative,    the  following 

refolutions  were  propofed  and  agreed  to  without  any 

divifion,  viz, 

id.  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  that  Committee, 
that  in  heu  of  the  faid  duties,  {viz.  thofe  mentioned 
in  the  firll  refolution)  fo  to  be  determined,  there 
fhould  be  granted  to  his  Majefby  an  inland  duty  of 
four  ^tnctper  pound  upon  all  tobacco  imported  from 
the  BritiJJj  plantations,  to  be  paid  before  the  taking 
the  fame  out  of  the  warehoufe. 

^d.  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  that  Committee, 
that  the  inland-duties,  to  be  raifed  and  levied  upon 
tobacco,  fhould  be  appropriated  and  applied  to  the 
fame  ufes  and  purpofes,  as  the  former  duties  upon  to- 
bacco, to  be  determinedg  were  appropriated  and 
appliedo 

4^th 
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4.ih.  That  it  was  the  opinion  of  that  Committee, 
that  all  lines,  penalties,  forfeitures,  and  feizures,  to 
arife  by  the  faid  duties,  fliould  be  applied  to  the  ufe 
of  the  public,  except  fo  much  thereof  as  lliould  be 
allowed  to  the  informers  or  profecutors. 

Thus  the  excife-fcheme  triumphed  for  this  firft  day 
in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  but  the  debate  had  lafted 
fo  long,  that  it  was  near  two  o'clock  on  Tburfday 
morning  before  the  houfe  rofe,  and  therefore  they  ad- 
journed over  till  next  day,  being  Friday  the  1 6th  of 
March,  on  which  day  they  ordered  the  report  to  be 
received. 

On  Friday  the  i6th  o^  March^  Sir  Charles  TMrner\"^^'^^^^ 

,  the  exciic* 

(according  to  order)  reported  to  the  houfe  the  refo- =ommutre» 
lutions  the  Committee  had  come  to  in  relation  to 
the  duties  on  tobacco.  After  Sir  Charles  had  read 
the  report  in  his  place,  and  had  delivered  it  in  at  the 
table,  the  ferjeant  at  arms  attending  the  houfe,  was 
ordered  to  go  with  the  Mace  into  JVeftminfter-hally 
and  into  the  court  of  requefts,  and  places  adjacent, 
and  fummon  the  members  there  to  attend  the  fervice 
of  the  houfe,  which  is  a  ceremony  generally  obfer- 
ved  when  any  thing  extraordinary  is  to  come  before 
the  houfe,  and  was  accordingly  obferved  on  the  JVed- 
nefday  preceding,  before  the  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into 
a  Committee  for  taking  this  affair  into  confideration. 
After  the  ferjeant  at  arms  was  returned,  the  firft  rc- 
folution  the  Committee  had  come  to  was  read,  and 
the  queftion  being  propofed  for  agreeing  with  the 
Committee  in  that  refolution,  Sir  Johyi  Barnard  flood 
up  and  fpoke  to  the  effed  as  follows,  viz. 


'  Tho^  the  refolutions.  Sir,  which  have  been  nowsu^ 
^  read  to  us,  were  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  thofe  g^^cccIL'^'' 
*  prefent  in  the  committee,  yet  I  can  make  no  man- 
^  ner^f  doubt^buc  that  now,  after  gentlemen  have 

F  4.  had 
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*  had  time  to  confider  that  affair  ferioufly,  there 

*  will  be  many  of  a  different  opinion  from  what 

*  they  were  of  in  the  committee ;  for  my  own  part, 

*  Sir,  I  mufl  fay,    that  the  more  I  confider  that 

*  fcheme  on  which  thefe  refokitions  are  founded,  the 

*  more  obje6lions  I  find  to  it,  tlie  lefs  I  find  in  thofe 

*  arguments  which  were  offered  in  fupport  of  it. 
'  One  of  the  chief  ends  propofed  by  this  fcheme  is, 

*  the  preventing  of  thofe  frauds  which  have  former- 

*  ly  been  committed  in  the  tobacco-trade  ;  but  if 

*  we  particularly  examine  thofe  frauds,  we  Ihall  find, 

*  that  every  one  of  them  may  either  be  prevented 

*  by  the  laws  already  in  being,  or  they  are  fuch  as 

*  cannot  be  effedually  prevented  by  any  thing  in  the 

*  fcheme  propofed. 

*  That  fraud  which  has  been  committed  upon  the 
'  weighing  of  the  tobacco  at  the  cuflom-houfe,  and 

*  likewife  that  of  exporting  one  fort  of  tobacco  for 

*  another,  is  altogether  owing,  as  has  been  already 
'  obferved,  to  a  negledl  of  duty  in  the  officers,  and 
'  not  to  any  defed  in  the  laws :  And  as  to  the  frauds 

*  of  running  or  re-landing  tobacco  after  it  has  been 
'  entered  for  exportation,  and  has  received  the  draw- 
'  backs,    which  are  thofe  by  which  the  public  has, 

*  and  always  will  fuffer  the  mofl,  there  is  nothing  in 

*  the  fcheme  that  can  anyway  contribute  to  the  pre- 

*  venting  them  •,  for  it  is  not  the  nanner  of  colled^ 

*  ing  of  duties,  but  the  amount  of  the  duties  which 

*  occafions  fmuggling  or  running  in  all  countries  and 
'  in  all  branches  of  trade ;  and  fince  the  duties  on 

*  tobacco  are  by  this  fcheme  to  be  as  high,  or  very 

*  near  as  high,  as  they  were  before,  we  may  exped:, 

*  that  there  will  be  as  much  fmuggling  as  there  was 

*  formerly  j    where  the  temptation  is  great,  there 

*  will  be  a  great  many  that  will  run  the  rifque  be  it 

*  ever  fo  great. 

'  As  for  the  warehoufes  propofed,  if  there  be  any 

*  thing  in  that  part  of  the  fcheme,  which  may  be 
I  of  ufe  againft  fmuggling,  ij  is  not.  Sir,  to  this 

*  fcheme 
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*  fcheme  that  the  propofition  owes  its  birth  •,  it  is, 

*  Sir,  what  the  merchants  themfelves  have  long  ago 

*  defired ;    and  for  that  purpofe,  I  drew  up  Ibme 

*  time  ago  a  claufe  to  have  been  offer'd  to  this  houfe, 
'  which  I  fhewed  to  the  honourable  gentleman  on 
'  the  floor  -,  and  at  that  time  the  affair  would  have 
<  been  pufhed,  but  there  arofe  fome  difputes  and  dif- 
^  ferences  among  the  merchants  themfelves,  which 
'  occafioned  its  being  deferred :  That  part  of  the 
'  fcheme  therefore  I  fhall  find  no  fault  vv^ith,    I  be- 

*  lieve  no  merchant  will,    but  then  we  would  have 

*  it  without  the  laws  of  excife  ;  for  this  reafon  tiie 

*  honourable  gentleman  cries  out  againil  the  mer- 

*  chants  as  a  very  unfeafonable  fet  of  men  •,  he  fa 7s 

*  that  they  formerly  defn-ed  to  have  warehoufes,  and 

*  yet  now  they  refufe  to  accept  of  them.      But  do 

*  not  gentlemen  fee  where  the  difference  lies  ?  The 

*  merchants  defire  to  have  warehoufes  without  an 

*  excife,  and  the  honourable  gentleman  will  not  it 
'  feems  favour  us  with  the  one,  without  loading  us 

*  with  the  other. 

*  As  to  what  the  civil  lifl  may  get  by  this  fcheme, 

*  it  will  depend  intirely  upon  the  effecl  the  fcheme 

*  may  have  in  relation  to  the  preventing  of  frauds ; 

*  but  it  is  certain  that,  if  the  public  revenue  get  any 

*  thing  by  the  fcheme,  the  civil  hft  will  get  in  pro- 

*  portion,    or  rather  more ;    for,  by  what  is  now 

*  propofed,  that  part  of  the  duty  which  goes  towards 

*  the  civil  lift  is  flill  to  be  payable  upon  importation 

*  at  the  cuflom-houfe,  and  to  be  drawn    back  on 

*  exportation  as  before  :  Now  it  is  manifefl,  that 

*  this  will  be  a  great  advantage  to  the  civil  lift,  and 

*  often  a  great  inconvenience  to  the  merchant  -,  for 

*  once  in  every  fix  weeks  that  money  v/ill  be  carried; 

*  to  the  Exchequer^    and  when   once  it  is  lodged. 

*  there,  I  believe  it  will  there  remain  -,  it  will  never; 

*  be  fent  back  to  the  cuflom-houfe,    to  anfwer  any 

*  occafion  there  may  be  for  it  at  that  place  ;  fo  that 
I  wh:n  th^  merchant  comes  to  export  a  quantity  of 

*  tobacco,! 
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'  tobacco,  and  to  call  for  his  drawback,  if  the  com- 
'  miflioners  have  none  of  that  civil  lift  money  in 

*  their  hands,  they  cannot  apply  the  produce  of  any 

*  other  branch  of  the  public  revenue  to  that  ufe,  and 

*  therefore  the  merchant  muft  wait  for  his  draw-back 
'  till  fome  new  tobacco's  be  imported ;  by  which 

*  means  the  crown  may  often  have  the  ufe  of  that 
'  money,  which  fhould  have  been  applied  to  the 
'  payment  of  the  merchant,  perhaps  for  near  a 
'  twelve-month  at  a  time  ;  and  the  lying-out  of  that 

*  money  for  fo  long  a  time  may  often  happen  to 
'  be  of  dangerous  confequence  to  the  merchant's 
'  credit. 

'  The  honourable  gentleman  talk'd  of  making 

*  JLondon  a  free  port ,  I  wifh,  Sir,  with  ail  my  heart 

*  he  would  do  fo ;  it  is  certainly  what  every  mer- 

*  chant  wifhes  to  fee  done,  and  what  would  greatly 

*  contribute  to  the  increafe  and  encouragement  of 

*  the  trade  of  this  nation  ;  but  how  fuch  a  pretence 

*  can  be  fet  up  in  favour  of  the  fcheme  now  before 
'  us,  I  cannot  comprehend ;    for  I  can  fee  nothing 

*  in  the  fcheme  that  has  the  leaft  tendency  towards 
'  producing  an  effe6l  fo  much  to  be  wifh'd  for  :  On 
'  the  contrary,  it  appears  evident  to  m.e,  that  by 
'  this  fcheme  the  port  of  London,  and  all  the  other 

*  ports  of  the  kingdom,  will  be  fo  far  from  being 
'  made  free,  that  at  every  one  of  them  the  merchant 

*  will  be  fubjedled  to  more  trouble  and  expence, 
'  both  upon  importation  and  exportation,  than  ever 
'  he  was  before.  'Tis  true  that,  upon  the  importa- 
'  tion  of  tobacco,  the  merchant  was  formerly  obli- 

*  ged  to  pay  down  the  whole  duties,  or  give  his 
'  bond  with  fufficient  fureties  for  them,  but  this  was 

*  never  any  hardfhip  upon  the  merchant,  becaufe,  if 

*  he  had  ready  money,  he  advanced  it  for  the  prompt 
'  payment  of  the  duties,  and  he  had  an  allowance 
'  for  fo  doing,  which  was  but  a  reafonable  allow- 
'  ance,  confidering  how  long  he  was  fometimes  ob° 
'  liged  to  keep  his  tobacco  on  his  hands^  before  he 

*  met 
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*  met  with  a  market  either  for  home-confumption  or 
'  exportation,  and  how  many  months  credit  he  was 

*  often  after  thatobhged  to  give  to  the  buyer;  and 
'  if  he  had  not  ready  money  at  command,  he  coiild 
"•  formerly  give  his  bond  for  the  whole  duties  witli 
'  two  fufficient  fureties,  which  a  man  of  tolerable 

<  credit  could  always  eafily  find  *,  wliereas,  by  this 

*  fcheme,  it  feems,  every  merchant-importer  of  to- 
'  bacco  muft  pay  fome  part  of  the  duties  at  the  en- 

'  try,  let  him  miake  what  Ihift  he  will  for  the  mo-      , 

*  ney,  which  to  a  poor  man  is  a  new  hardihip,  and 

<  to  a  rich  man,  die  payment  of  that  part  of  the  du- 
'  ties  in  ready  money  is  a  greater  hardihip  than  the 
'  payment  of  the  whole,  confidering  that  he  has  no 
'  allowance  for  prompt  payment,  as  to  that  part  of 

*  the  duties  which  he  is  obliged   to  pay  in  ready 

*  money. 

'  I  am  furprifed,  Sir,  to  hear  any  gentleman  fay,^ 

*  that  brewers  make  no  complaints  on  account  of 

*  their  being  fubjefted  to  the  laws  of  excife  :  I  do 
'  not  know  what  fort  of  brewers  thofe  gentlemen 
'  may  converfe  with,  but  I  never  converfcd  with  any 

*  who  did  not  complain  of  it  as  a  very  great  griev- 

*  ance,  nor  did  I  ever  meet  with  any  who  could  not 
'  give  very  good  and  fubilantial  reafons  for  their 
'  complaints.     There  are  many  particular  ways  by 

*  which  die  officers  of  excife  may  be  troublefomc 
and  vexadous  to  the  brewer,  but  there  is  one  which 
is  generally  practifed  all  over  the  kingdom,  and 
that  is,  that  thofe  officers  not  only  gauge  and  take 
an  account  of  their  liquors,  but  likewife  obUgc  the 

*  brewers  to  fhew  them  their  books  as  often  as  they 

*  have  a  mind,  by  which  means  they  not  only  pry 
'  into  all  the  fecrets  and  myfteriesof  their  trade,  but 

*  hkewife  into  their  circumftances  and  fortune.' .  Can 
'  any  gendeman  look  upon  this  as  no  grievance  ?  Is 
'  it  not  a  hardfhip  upon  any  man,  to  have  the  fecrets 

*  and  myileries  of  his  trade  expofed  to  every  little 

*  fellow  who-m  the  commiifioners  of  excife  fhallpleafe 

*  to 
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^  to  put  in  authority  over  him  ?  But  is  it  not  ftill  a 

*  greater  hardlhip  for  a  man  to  be  obliged  to  difco- 

*  ver  his  circumftances  to  one  who  is  an  utter  ftran- 

*  ger  to  him,  perhaps  to  one  who  is  his  mofl  impla- 

*  cable  enemy  ? 

<  The  honourable  gentleman,  I  find.  Sir,  values 

*  himfelf  much  upon  the  fmall  increafe  of  excife- 
^  officers  that  is  to  be  made  by  his  fcheme,  but  then 
'  he  feems  to  forget  the  warehoufe-keepers  :  They, 
'  as  well  as  the  other  officers  of  excife,  are  all  to  be 

*  named  by  the  crown  and  paid  by  the  public,  con- 

*  fequently  they  are  certainly  to  be  called  officers  of 
^  the  revenue :  They  will  be  as  expenfive  to  the 

*  public,  and  as  great  flaves  to  the  adminiflration, 
'  as  any  other  fort  of  officers  whatever.  As  there  are 
'  a  great  number  of  tobacco-warehoufes  in  Britain, 
'  there  mufl  be  a  great  number  of  them  employed 
'  to  attend  thofe  warehoiifes  as  often  as  there  lliall  be 
'  occafion  for  them,  otherwife  it  will  be  impoffible 

*  for  the  merchant  to  manage  or  difpofe  of  the 
*•  goods  he  has  there  lodged ;  from  whence  I  muft 

*  conclude,    that  the  number  of  thofe  warehoufe- 

*  keepers  will  be  much  more  than  double  the  num- 
*^  ber  of  the  other  new  officers  to  be  added  by  this 
■^  fcheme. 

'  Gentlemen  feem  to  make  light  of  the  trouble 

*  that  merchants  will  be  put  to  by  thofe  warehoufe- 
•^  keepers  *,  they  think  it  will  be  no  inconvenience 
^  to  the  merchant  to  be  debarred  all  accefs  to  his 
^  goods,  but  at  thofe  hours  when  the  warehoufe- 
^  keeper  is  to  be  obliged  to  attend  him.  Thofe 
"  who  argue  at  this  rate,  feem  to  know  but  little  of 

*  the  various  accidents  that  happen  in  trade ;  but 

*  this  is  not  the  only  inconvenience  that  even   the 

*  merchant  is  to  be  expofed  to  by  this  fcheme ;  he 

*  mufl,  for  every  quantity  of  tobacco  he  fells,  make 

*  a  journey,  or  fend  a  meflenger  to  the  permit-office 

*  for  a  permit,  which  muft  neceflarily  put  him  to  a 

*  great  deal  of  trouble,  and  alfo  to  a  great  expence  j 

*  and 


A.  1753-  DEBATES.  77 

*  and  therefore,  that  the  merchant  may  be  as  much 

*  ealed  as  poffible,  I  hope  that,  as  foon  as  thofe  pub- 
«  He  warehoufes  are  all  appointed,  there  will  be  two 
«  little  lodges  like  centry-boxes,  .built  fomewhere 
^  adjoining  to  each  warehoufe,    one  for  the  ware- 

*  houfe-keeper,  and  the  other  for  the  officer  who  is 
^  to  grant  the  permit, 

«  It  has  been  faid,,  that  liberty  has  nothing  to  da 
«  in  the  queilion  now  before  us ;  but,  in  my  opini-> 
«  on,  if  it  is  not  deeply  concerned  in  this  queftion^ 
^  it  never  can  be  concerned  in  any  queftion  that  caa 
«  come  before  diis  houfe :  Is  not  every  man's  houfe 

*  looked  on  as  his  afylum  ?  Is  then  the  giving  a 

*  power  to  any  little  paltry  excife-man  to  enter  peo-> 

*  pie's  houfes,  at  all  times  of  the  day  and  night,,  na 
^  incroachment  upon  the  liberty  of  thofe  people  ?  If 

*  it  is  not  an  incroachment  upon  a  man^s  liberty,  it 
*•  certainly  is  a  very  dire6l  one  upon  his  property^ 

*  and  of  confequence  it  will  be  found  to  be  an  in- 

*  croachment  upon  his  liberty  ;  for  can  any  man  be 

*  faid  to  be  free,  who  muft  fubmit  to,  and  be  the 

*  humble  flave  of  his  excife-man,  otherwife  he  muft 

*  expedb  no  quiet  or  comfort  widiin  his  own  dwel- 

*  ling-houfe :  The  moft  blamelefs  condud  cannot 

*  fecure  him  againfl  vexation,    and  no  man  can  be 

*  faid  to  be  free,  who  cannot  depend  upon  his  inno-- 
^  cence  for  his  protedlion  :  An  officer,,  invefled  with 

*  fuch  power,  may  fall  upon  twenty  ways  to  teize 

*  and  vex  the  mod  innocent  man  upon  earth  :  I 

*  know  that  one  of  my  acquaintance,  who  has  the 
'  misfortune  to  be  fubjed  to  the  laws  of  excife  alrea- 

*  dy  in  being,  was^  for  a  confiderable  time  togetherj, 

*  regularly  vifited  by  his  excife-man  at  the  hour  the 

*  family  went  to  dinner ;  and  if  they  had  but  civil- 

*  ly  afked  the  gentleman  to  call  at  any  other  time, 

*  his  immediate  anfwer  was,  No^  Sir^  Pm  in  a  bur- 

*  ry,  /  have  a  great  deal  of  other  hufinefs  to  attend. 

*  befides  yours  ;  I  muft  imjnediately  viftt  fuch  a -place ^ 
!  ^f  you  will  not  allow  me  I  muft  go^  and  I  know  what 

~  *  t& 
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*  to  do.     B7  this  rude  behaviour  the  whole  family 

*  was  difturbed,  and  one  of  them  was  always  obh- 

*  ged  to  get  up  from  dinner,  in  order  to  go  and  let 
*'  him  vifit  fuch   places  in   the  houfe  as  he  had  a 

*  mind. 

*  Thefe,  Sir,  are  the  fellows  who,    by  this  fine 

*  fcheme,  are  to  be  put  into  every  man's  houfe  that 

*  is  a  dealer  in  either  of  the  tv/o  commodities  of  to- 

*  bacco  or  wine  :  Thefe  are  the  Lord  Danes,  who 

*  are  to  be,  by  law,  appointed  to  lord  it  over  every 

*  fuch  dealer  and  his  w^hole  family.    We  know  what 

*  was  the  fate  of  the  Lord  Danes  wx  had  formerly 

*  in  England^    and  I  fhall  be  very  little  furprifcd  if 

*  thefe  new  ones  meet  w^ith  the  fame  fate.  In  fhorr, 

*  Sir,  gentlemicn  may  drefs  up  tliis  fcheme  in  v/hat 
'  fhape  they  pleafe,  but  to  one  who  confiders  it  cool- 
'  ly  and  impartially  as  I  have  done,  it  muft  appear 
'  in  its  true  colours.      I  am  convinced  that  it  will 

*  produce  nothing  but  the  moft  mifchievous  confe- 

*  quences,    not  only  to  thofe  who  are  to  be  imme- 

*  diately  affedled  by  it,  but  likewife  to  the  liberties 

*  and  properties  of  the  nation  in  general,  and  there- 

*  fore  I  am  intirely  againil  agreeing  to  the  refolutions 

*  of  the  committee.' 

Horatio  Walpole  fpoke  next,  for  agreeing  with  the 
committee  ;  Thomas  Bacon^  Efq-,  fpoke  againft  it  \ 
Lord  Harvey  for  it  •,  then  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon  fpoke 
in  fubilance  as  follows  : 

^xnpnax  <  As  I  had  not  an  opportunity  in  the  committee 

ipsech.        *  01  givmg  my  opmion  m  this  queition,    1  hope  1 

'  fliall  be  indulged  the  liberty  of  doing  it  now,  fince 

*  I  find  the  whole  is  to  be  canvafled  over  again.  I 
'  will  take  up  as  little  of  your  time  as  pollible,  in 
'  making  a  few  obferv^ations  on  the  fcheme  itfelf,  as 
'  it  now  appears  to  us,  and  on  what  has  fallen  from 
^  fom.e  gentlemen  in  the  courfe  of  this  debate. 

2  '  Sir 
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'  Sir,  I  cannot  help  exprelTing  my  furprife,  to 

*  hear  fo  often  repeated  the  cruel  ufage  the  Englijh 
'  merchants  have  met  with  of  late  :  For  God*s  fake, 
'  Sir,  let  all  that  has  been  faid  in  this  houfe,  during 

*  the  time  this  affair  has  been  upon  the  anvil,  let  it 
'  be  fairly  and  impartially  canvafTed,  and  it  will 
'  come  out  to  be  againft  the  unfair  dealers  in  wine 
'  and  tobacco,  and  againft  them  only  :    Why  fhould 

*  gentlemen  therefore  apply  it  to  merchants  in  gene- 
'  ral  ?    Give  me  leave  to  fay.  Sir,  whoever  makes 

*  fuch  application,  'tis  they  who  pin  the  queftion 

*  upon  the  whole  body  of  merchants,  and  not  thofe 

*  gentlemen  who  think  the  method  propofedot  col- 

*  leding  this  revenue,  will  fecure  to  the  public  what 

*  they  have  an  undoubted  right  to.     All  that  has 

*  been  faid  on  this  head,  and  what  we  are  now  en- 
^  deavouring  to  do  by  this  bill,  is  calculated  to  affe6t 

*  thofe  men  only,  whofe  artifice  and  cunning  have 
'  hitherto  evaded  the  cuftoms,  againft  whom  no  lefs 
'  caution  can  fecure  that  duty  to  the  public  purfe, 

*  which  every  confumer  of  this  commodity  has  an  in- 
^  difputable  right  to  have  fairly  colleded. 

*  Surely,  Sir,  no  gentleman  who  appears  for  this 
^  fcheme,  would  for  his  own  fake  protect  or  coun- 

*  tenance  it,  if  he  imagined  the  fuccefs  would  either 

*  affed  our  trade,  or  the  body  of  the  Englijh  m.er- 
'  chants  immediately  concerned  in  the  exportation 

*  of  our  own  manufa6lures,  or  by  way  of  return  for 

*  them,  in  the  importation  of  foreign  produdions 

*  ufeful  and  neceflary  to  us  -,    for  it  is  to  our  trade, 

*  and  to  our  merchants,  that  the  real  caufes  of  the 
'  wealth  and  profperity  of  this  nation  are  principally 

*  to  be  afcribed.  But,  Sir,  this  fcheme  is  not  intend-' 
'  ed  to  affed,  nor  will,  I  think,  in  any  ftiape  reach 
^  thefe  men,  which  when  they  come  impartially  to 
'  confider,  they  muft  be  fenfible  of  •,  and  then  they' 

*  will  be  able  to  judge,    whether  they  have  been  a~ 

*  larmed  at  the  approach  of  real,  or  only  at  thenoife 

*  of  imaginary  dangers^ 

*  I  am 
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*  I  am  very  foriy,  Sir,  to  hear   fo  often  urged, 

*  that  thefe  reftridlions  propofed  only  for  the  prevent- 

*  ing  of  frauds,  will  be  a  difcouragement  to  trade  in 

*  general  ;  for  the  natural  conclufion  from  thence 

*  would  feem  to  be,  that  frauds  and  trade  were  infe- 

*  parable  :  As  the  very  foundation  of  this  fcheme 

*  appears  to  me  to  be  intended  for  the  improvement 

*  of  the  public  revenue,   by  the  difcouragement  of 

*  frauds,  when  it  is  fo  often  affirmed,  that  it  will  alfo 

*  be  a  difcouragement  to  trade,  a  ftranger  in  the  gal- 

*  lery,  who  was  to  hear  our  debates,  would  natural- 

*  ly  imagine  a  continuance  of,    or  a  connivance  at 

*  frauds,  was  in  this  country  a  neceifary  encourage- 

*  ment  to  trade. 

'  Sir,  As  the  bill  appears  to  me  to  be  attended 
.*  with  certain  advantages  to  the  tobacco-trade,  and 

*  as  I  fliould  be  glad  to  be  fet  right  if  I  am  mifla- 

*  ken,  I  beg  leave  to  afk  a  few  queftions  of  thofe 

*  who  are  converfant  in  trade  •,  whether  high  duties 

*  on  goods  imported  are  not  a  great  weight  on  eve- 

*  ry  branch  of  trade  fo  loaded  ;  as  it  not  only  obli- 

*  ges  the  merchant  to  keep  a  double  ftock  in  ready 

*  money,  but  of  courfe  confines  that  trade  to  a  very 

*  narrow  circle  of  dealers,  and  furely  it  can  never  be 

*  the  intereft  of  a  trading  nation  to  encourage  mo- 

*  nopolies  ?  Then  I  muft  afk,    whether  as  the  law 

*  now  Hands,  the  tobacco-trade  has  not  this  hardfhip 

*  attending  it  ?  If  it  be  fo,  I  would  afk,   whether 

*  this  clog  is  not  intirely  removed  by  this  fcheme  5 

*  no  duty  being  to  be  paid  at  importation,  nor  any 

*  money  demanded  till  the  fadbor  has  made  his  bar- 

*  gain  v/ith  the  retailer,  who  is  to  pay  the  whole 

*  duty  ? 

*  Is  it  not.  Sir,  another  allowed  maxim  in  trade,, 

*  that  one  of  the  greateft  temptations  to  frauds,  are 

*  large  drawbacks  on  goods  exported,  nay  the  very 

*  parent  of  frauds  in  this  commodity  ?   If  this  be  a 

*  fa6t,  is  not  this  motive  to  frauds  intirely  removed, 

*  there  being,  by  this  fcheme,  no  temptation  what- 

I  *  ever 
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*  ever  to  frauds  on  this  head  ?  For  by  this  fcheme  as 

*  now  amended,  there  is  no  part  of  the  duty  to  be 
'  paid  at  importation,  there  is  not  a  farthing  of  the 

*  duty  ever  to  be  paid  for  the  tobacco  which  fhall 

*  hereafter  be  re-exported  ;  fo  that  the  honourable 
'  gentleman  who  fpoke  firft,  and  who  always  fpeaks 

*  fo  well,  and  with  fo  much  weight  in  this  houfe, 

*  has  in  this  particular  intirely  miftaken  the  fcheme 

*  now  before  us. 

'  Has  not,  Sir,  the  method  of  bonding  the  du- 

*  ties,  till  very  lately  at  lead:,  been  univerfally  al- 
'  lowed  to  be  often  fatal  to  both  the  planters  and 

*  fadors,  and  as  often  detrimental  to  the  public  ? 

*  Is  not  this  hardlliip  quite  obviated  by  this  fcheme  ? 
'  Is  not  bonding  intirely  out  of  the  prefent  que- 

*  ftion  ? 

'  Were  not  the  charges  in  the  bills  of  fale  from 
'  the  fador  to  his  planter  a  very  great  hardfhip  on 

*  the  latter  ?  According  to  all  thofe  I  have  feen, 
'  they  never  amounted  to  lefs  than  25  per  cent,  and 
'  oftener  to  much  more,  on  the  whole  neat  produce 

*  returned  to  the  planter  for  his  tobacco.     When  I 

*  fay  this.  Sir,  I  beg  I  may  not  be  thought  to  ac- 
'  cufe  the  fador  of  taking  an  extravagant  or  un- 
'  juft  gain  on  this  head  ;  but  what  I  think  we  are 
'  now  contending  to  remove,  is  the  pretence  for,  and 
*-  the  foundation  of  thefe  Charges,  which  have  been 
'  fo  greatly  detrimental  to  that  trade,  and  fo  great  a 
'  hardfliip  on  your  Virginia  and  Maryland  planters, 
'  who  now  fend  you  a  merchandife  that  proves  to 
'  this  nation,  by  the  great  quantities  re-exported  to 
'  foreign  markets,  a  very  beneficial  branch  of  your 
'  commerce  ;  and  if  fomething  be  not  now  done  in 

*  their  behalf,  I  am  told  from  very  good  hands,  we 
'  fhall  run  the  rifque  of  lofmg  this  ftaple  of  tobacco  : 
'  Then  'twill  be  too  late  to  confider  what  methods 

*  are  beil  for  colleding  the  duties  on  it ;  and  there- 

*  fore.  Sir,  were  there  no  other  motive  for  this  bill. 
Vol,  XL  G  '  thi» 
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'^  this  confidtration  alone  would  weigh  greatly  with 
*•  me,  to  make  a  trial  at  leaft  of  the  method  now  pro- 
^  pofed  for  giving  a  relief  to  fo  confiderable  a  part 

*  of  your  Jmeri can  colonies, 

'  Now  I  am  up,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  remind 
^  gentlemen,  that,  as  the  law  now  flands,  four  pence 

*  three  farthings  neat  money,  at  leaft,  is  paid  on  each 

*  pound-weight  of  tobacco  immediately  on  importa- 
'  tion,  tho'  the  importer  takes  the  advantages  of  all 

*  the  difcounts  on  prompt  payment,  otherways  the 

*  duty  comes  higher;  but  by  this  fcheme  the  whole 

*  duty  will  be  at  the  higheft  but  four  pence  three 
*^  fathings  per  pound  weight,  and  will  not  be  de- 

*  manded  till  the  tobacco  is  taken  out  of  the  ware- 
^  houfe  for  home-confumption,  and  therefore  may 

*  fometimes  not  be  paid  till  eighteen  months  or  two 

*  years  after  the  landing  of  the  tobacco  :  Let  there- 

*  fore  who  will  advance  the  money,  this  farther  ere- 

*  dit  given  by  the  publick,  for  the  payment  of  the 

*  duty,  muft  be  a  certain  benefit  to  this  trade  ;  and 

*  thus,  by  poftponing  the  payment  of  the  duties 

*  till  fo  much  nearer  the  time  of  confumption,  the 

*  dealers  in  tobacco  will  be  enabled  and  ought  to 

*  afford  it  to  the  confumer  on  more  reafonable 
^  terms. 

'  If  then  this  fcheme  be  found  to  be  no  real  detri- 

*  ment  to  the  fair  merchant,  and  a  certain  benefit  to 

*  the  planters,  I  believe  in  another  particular  it  will 
•^  be  a  demonftrable  advantage  to  the  public,  I  mean 

*  an  improvement  of  the  revenue  :  But  what  appears 
'^  to  me  pretty  extraordinary,  is  to  hear  that  improve- 

*  ment  urged  as  one  of  the  chief  objedlions  againft 

*  the  whole  fcheme,  becaufe  the  civil  lift  revenue 
^  will  alfo  of  courfe  receive  fome  increafe.    Give  me 

*  leave.  Sir,  to  fay,  that  whatever  appearance  of 

*  weight  there  might  have  been  in  this  objection, 
^  before  the  fcheme  was  known,  yet  now  when  it 

*  comes  to  be  confidjered,  that  the  crown  in  return 

*  gives  up  to  the  public  all  forfeitures  and  feifures^ 

*  this 
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*■  this  objedion  can  be  but  of  little  weight :  But  fure- 

'  ly.  Sir,  this  could  never  have  been  thought  a  fuf- 

'  ficient  objedion  for  the  legiQature  to  reiiife  a  re- 

'  medy  againfl  the  known  frauds  pradifed  in  the 

'  collection  of  the  public  revenue,  becaufe  it  would 

*  have  prevented  thofe  pradifed  againft  the  crown  ; 

*  efpecially  when  even    tiiis  improvement  of  the 

*  King's  income    is  no  more   than   what  was  in 

*  effedt  granted  by  the  Parliament,  when  they  ap- 

*  propriated  the  produce  of  thofe  duties  to  his  Ma 

*  jefly  for  life. 

^  But,  Sir,  fince  it  is  faid  that  this  alteration  in  the 
^  method  of  colledling  the  duty  on  tobacco  will  be 
^  fuch  an  augmentation  to  the  revenue,  though  no 

*  new  tax  be  laid  on,  nor  an  addition  made  to  any 

*  one  now  in  being,  it  may  be  afked.  From  whence 

*  this  augmentation  will  arife  ?  To  this  the  bare  e- 
'  numeration  of  the  feveral  frauds  at  prefent  pradii- 
'  fed  in  the  colledlion  of  thjs  duty  would  be  a  fuf- 

*  ficient  anfwer,  efpecially  if  we  confider  the  large 
^  fum,  which  the  frauds  that  have  adualiy  been  dif- 
'  covered  yearly  amount  to,  and  that  it  cannot  be 
^  fuppofed,  that  one  fifth  part  of  the  frauds  which 
^  have  really  been  committed,  have  ever  come  to 

*  the  knowledge  of  the  public,  or  of  thofe  intruded 
"-  with  the  colleding  of  this  duty  ;  but  as  the  ho- 
^  nourable  gentleman,  who  opened  this  debate  in 
^  the  committee,  has  fo  fully  and  fo  demorxftrably 
'  fhewn  the  particulars  of  thefe  unlav/ful  tranfaclions, 

*  and  as  there  are  in  this  houfe  fo  many  gentlemen 

*  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  courfe  of  the  pub- 
'  lie  revenues,  who  can  fpeak  more  minutely  to  the 
^  nature  of  thefe  frauds  than  I  am  capable  of  doing, 
^  I  fhall  not  enter  into  a  detail  of  them,  but  only 
^  take  notice,  that  there  have  been  fome  inflances 

*  where  a  triple  fraud  has  been  committed  in  the  dif-- 
^  pofal  of  the  fame  individual  parcel  of  tobacco  ; 

*  he  indeed  who  pradifes  this  method  muit  be  very 

G  2  '  adroit 
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^  adroit  in  the  bulmefs  of  fmuggling,  but  it  is  cer- 

'  tain  it  has  been  pradifed  *,  the  unfair  trader  has 

*  contrived  to  receive  the  full  duty  twice  from  the 
'  pubhc,  without  having  ever  paid  it  once  to  the 

*  public  :  He  has  received  from  the  government 
'  the  draw-backs  upon  a  quantity  of  tobacco  which 
*-  he  found  means  to  import  without  paying  any  du- 
'  ty ;  and  by  again  running  the  fame  tobacco  from 

*  Holland  in  fmall  parcels,  he  has  a  fecond  time  re- 
'  ceived  the  draw-backs  from  the  confumers,  by  fel- 
'  ling  it  to  them  as  if  the  duties  had  been  honeftly 
*-  paid  ;  and  the  difficulty  to  prevent  thefe  kind  of 
'  frauds,  as  there  is  but  one  check  in  the  cuftoms,  is 
'  almoft  unfurm.ountable  \  fmce  in  fome  cafes  the 
*■  unfair  dealer  in  tobacco  may  very  well  afford  to 
'  give  fuch  bribes  to  the  cuflom-houfe  officer,  as 
'  will  even  more  than  compenfate  to  him  the  lofs  of 
'  his  place,  if  he  fhould  be  difcovered. 

'  So  that  in  this  light,  Sir,  the  parties  in  this 
^  contefl  are  the  public,  the  planter,  and  the  fair 
'  trader  on  one  fide,  and  the  unfair  dealer  only  on 
'  on  the  other.  It  is  a  duty  the  nation  pays ;  the  plan- 
*-  ter  and  the  fair  trader  feel  the  inconvenience  of  it^ 
'  but  the  benefit  is  intercepted  by  the  fraudulent 
'  dealer  •,  and  in  this  view  your  landed  confumers 
'  of  tobacco  have  doubly  paid  the  duty  •,  they  have 

*  paid  it  once  by  buying  the  tobacco  at  an  advanced 

*  price,  as  if  the  duty  had  been  paid  by  the  feller, 
'  and  again  by  a  future  call  upon  them  by  the  ie- 
'  gifiature,  to  make  good  the  deficiency  occafioned 
'  by  the  frauds  of  the  fellers  ;  fo  that  by  this  me- 
*■  thod  of  taxation  a  duty  has  been  laid  on  one  fub- 
'  ju(fl:,  which  another  has  by  artifice  not  only  pre- 
'  vented  coming  into  the  public  purfe,  but  has  con- 

*  verted  towards  the  fupportingor  enriching  of  him- 
'  ^elf. 

'  But,  Sir,  there  is  another  reafon,  which  will 
*^  have  the  greatefl:  weight  with  me  for  coming  into 
^  this  propofition,  and  that  is,  becaufe  I  think  that 

'in 


A.  173^.  DEBATES.  85 

'  in  its  confeqiiences  the  land-holders  of  Great-B7'i- 

'  tain  will  find  a  confiderable  relief.     As  long  as  I 

*  can  remember  I  have  always  heard  the  land-tax 
•'  complained  of  as  one  of  the  mofl  unequal  and  moll 
^  grievous  of  our  taxes  •,  unequal,  as  it  is  only  paid 

*  by  a  part  of  thofe  who  pofTefs  property  in  Great 
«  Britain,  and  fo  great  a  difproportion  is  there  in 
<  this  particular,  that  as  our  property  is  now  divided, 

*  I  believe  one  may  fay,  the  money  arifing  by  this 
'  tax  is  paid  only  by  ^yq  out  of  fix  of  thofe  who 
'  pofTefs  the  riches  of  this  nation  •,  and  it  has  hicher- 

*  to  been  the  more  grievous,  as  there  was  no  pro- 
*•  fpe6t  that  any  one  of  this  generation  would  have 
'  been  relieved  from  the  burden  of  it.  From  land 
'  alone,  64  millions  and  a  half  have  been  raifed  finc€ 

*  the  revolution,  and  an  eflate  of  looo  /.  a  year  ful- 
'  ly  fefTed  fince  that  time  has  paid  6450  /.  which 
^  fum  amounts  to  near  one  fixth  part  of  the  whole 
'  produce  of  fuch  an  eftate  in  that  time  -,  fo  that  by 

*  taking  it  at  an  average,  the  land-holders  of  thcfe 

*  ellates  thus  felTed  have  paid  very  near  a  fixth  part 
'  of  the  grofs  produce  of  their  eftates  for  44  years 
^  fucceflively,  which  bears  no  manner  of  proportion 

*  to  what  has  been  paid  by  any  other  (tt  of  men,  to- 
'  wards  defraying  the  charges  of  the  government 

*  fince  that  time.    This  has  always  been  mofb  juflly 

*  reputed  a  grievance  upon  the  land-holders  \  yet 
^  now  when  a  fcheme  is  offered,  which,  as  it  appears 
'^  to  me,  would  be  a  certain  relief  to  the  landed  in- 

*  terefl,  a  new  language,  a  new  opinion  has  flart- 

*  ed  up,  and  prevails  at  leafl  without  doors,  that 

*  the  lands  of  Great  Britain  fhould  flill  continue 

*  to  carry  that  burden,  which  till  very  lately  all 

*  mankind  were  unanimous  they  ought  to  relieved 

*  from. 

'  If  fome  gentlemen.  Sir,  may  think  there  can  be 

^  any  material  weight  thrown  into  the  fcale  of  the 

I  jrpwnj  by  the  addition  of  a  few  excife-ofiicers,  let 

Q  3  t  them 
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*  them  on  the  other  fide  refle6t  on  the  relief  gi- 

*  ven  by  this  fcheme  to  the  land-holders  of  Great 
■^^'[Britain^  who  always  have  been,  and  ever  mull  be 
^^'in  time  of  trial  and  necelTity,  the  real  and  folid 

*"  fiipport  of  the  liberties  of  the  nation. 

'  And  as  the  landed  interefl  muft  be  allowed  to 

*  be  our  principal  ilrength,  all  attempts  to  invade 
'  our  liberties  muil  prove  unfuccefsful,  while  the 
'  gentlemen  of  landed  eftates  fhall  continue  refo- 
'  lute,  and  retain  fufficient  force  to  oppofe  any  ar- 
'  bitrary  defigns  :  Any  thing  therefore  that  tends  to 

*  put  them  upon  a  better  footing,  and  to  increafe 
'  their  fubfcance,  ftrengthens  our  conftitution  in  the 

*  mofb  elTential  part  -,    for  this  reafon,  Sir,  when 

*  the  eafe  that  will  be  given  to  the  land-holders  is  in 

*  this  view  impartially  confidered,  the  addition  of 
^  a  few  excife-men,  with  falaries  of  40  or  50/.  a 

*  year  each,  will  not  have  that  weight  in  this  day '3 
^  debate,  which  at  firfl  fight  it  might  feem  to  carry 
'  with  it, 

'  Sir,  I  have  mentioned  the  advantages  which  ap« 

'  pear  to  me  will  naturally  arife  to  the  public  revenue, 

'  to  the  fair  trader,  to  the  induftrious  planter,  and 

• '  to  the  land-holder  by  this  fcheme  ;  and  I  think  there 

■'is  another  benefit  attending  it,  which  gentlem.en  do 

*  not  feem  to  give  lufBcient  attention  to,  I  mean  the 

'  reformation  that  will  be  made  on  this  occafion  in 

''  tht  laws  of  excife  ;  for  though  the  extenfion  of 

'  ^  them,  as  they  now  (land,  might  have  been  thought 

■ '  by  fome  a  ilrong  objection  to  this  fcheme,  how- 

'  ever  beneficial  in  other  refpedls  it  might  prove  to 

*  the  public,  yet  I  think  the  weight  of  this  objection 

*  is  greatly  removed,  when  we  confider,  that  the  al- 
'  teration  now  propofed  will  take  av/ay  many  of  thofe 

*  powers,  which  might  in  time  to  come  have  been 

*  abufed  to  the  opprefTion  of  the  fubjedl.  One  of 
'  the  mofl  material  objedtions  I  ever  heard  flarted 
'  was,  the  want  of  a  proper  appeal  from  the  deter- 
*=  mination  of  the  commilHoners  of  excife^  but  this  I 

<  think 
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"  think  is  intirely  obviated,  by  the  allowing  of  an  ap- 

*  peal  from  thofe  gentlemen  to  three  judges  cholen 
^  from  the  different  courts  in  WeJimiJifter-hall,  or 

*  from  the  juftices  of  peace  to  the  judges  of  aflize  in 
^  their  refpedive  circuits,  who  are  to  determine  m 
^  a  fummary  way,  without  either  delay  or  any  confi- 
••  derable  expence  to  the  parties  concerned ;  for  what- 
«  ever  influence  the  nomination  of  thefe  officers  by 
«  the  crown  might  have  on  their  actions,  or  however 
^  regardlefs,  their  power,  being  controulable,  might 
^  make  them  in  their  determinations,  this  check  muft 
«  prevent  the  execution  of  their  intentions,  were  they 

*  inclined  to  abufe  their  power  in  favour  of  the 
«  crown  •,  it  would  certainly  make  them  more  delibe- 
^  rate  in  giving  judgment,  when  they  fhall  know, 

*  when  they  Ihall  refled,  that  their  judgments  are 
^  liable  to  be  canvaffed  in  a  fuperior  court,  where  no 
^  favour,  where  no  intereft  can  fcreen  an  ill  a6tion  i 

<  the  judges  to  whom  the  appeal  muft  be  made 

*  have  their  offices  for  life,  and  therefore  cannot 
«  reafonably  be  fuppofed  to  be  byafled  fo  as  to 

<  countenance  any  unlawful  fteps  of  the  commif- 
«  fioners,  let  them  be  the  favourites  of  any  minifler 
«  whatever,  or  let  the  party  oppreffed,  let  the  party 
«  complainant  be  never  fo  obnoxious  to  an  admi- 
«  niftration. 

*  There  is  alfo,  Sir,  another  benefit  that  will  at- 

*  tend  the  fuccefs  of  this  fcheme,  which  is  the  repeal 

*  of  an  ad:  made  the  nth  year  of  the  late  King, 

*  which  obliges  people  to  accufe  themfelves :  As  this 

*  is  certainly  a  very  great  grievance,  the  repeal  niuft 
«  be  a  very  agreeable  relief  to  thofe  who  are  fubjed 
«  to  it.  I  hope  therefore  if  this  queftion  pafies,  when 
«  xh(i  blanks  in  the  bill  come  to  be  filled  up  in  the 
«  committee^  thofe  gentlemen,  who  may  think  that 
«  there  arc  any  unneccfTary  claufes  in  the  laws  of  ex- 
^  cife,  will  take  this  favourable  opportunity  to  have 

*  thofe  laws  reviewed,  and  by  the  addition  cf  pro» 
«  per  claufes  to  the  bill  now  to  be  brought  in,  to  ex- 

G  4  *  ^^^^^ 
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*  tend  the  regulations  of  them  in  behalf  of  the  fubr 
«  je6l,  as  far  as  may  not  leave  the  duties  under  the 
'  management  of  the  commifiioners  open  to  grofs 

*  frauds. 

'  Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  I  believe  the  benefits  pro- 

*  pofed  by  this  fcheme,  by  an  improvement  of  the 
'  public  revenue  in  preventing  frauds,  will  be  a  cer- 
'  tain  relief  to  the  landed  i;itereft,  and  the  only  real 

*  objeclion  that  ever  could  be  to  fuch  a  defign,  v/as 
'  the  method  by  which  it  was  to  be  effected  ;  but 
'  that  I  think,  as  I  faid  before,  is  in  a  great  mea- 
'  fure  removed,  by  the  mitigation  of  thofe  methods 

*  of  proceeding  in  excife  laws,  which  feemed  moft  to 
<  infringe  the  liberties  of  the  fubjed,  and  which  alte- 

*  ration  may,  nay,  is  defigned  to  be  extended  to  the 

*  other  branches  of  the  revenue  fubjed  to  the  fame 

*  laws. 

*>  This  fcheme  therefore,  as  it  is  intended  to  be  a 

*  review  of  the  excife  laws,  and  an  amendment  of  the 

*  rigour  of  thofe  parts  of  them,  where  lefs  feveri- 

*  ty  would  fecure  the  duty  to  the  public,  appears  in 

*  this  light  as  much  in  favour  of  the  fubjed:,  as  of 
'  the  revenue  •,  and  as  fuch  when  it  comes  to  be 

*  rightly  apprehended,  and  the  benefits  attending  it 

*  are  felt  and  diffufed  through  the  whole  nation, 

*  I  believe  it  will  foon  take  a  more  favourable 
^  turn  among  the  people  ;  the   ill  imprefTions  of 

*  it  that  may  now  be  induftrioufly  fpread  abroad, 
«  I  fhould  think  would  foon  fubfide  and  be  forgot. 

*  I  beg  pardon,  Sir,  for  taking  up  fo  much  more 
«  of  your  time  than  I  at  firft  intended.     I  fhaJl  now 

*  only  add  that  fince  upon  the  examination  of  the 
^  particular  merits  of  this  fcheme,  the  advantages 

*  propofed  by  it,  appear  to  me  to  be  certain,  and  of 
^  fuch  a  nature,  as  not  only  to  increafe  the  public 
'  revenucj  without  any  nev/  tax  on  the  fubjedl,  or 
^  an  addition  to  any  one  now  in  being,  and  advance 
f  tJie  intereft  of  our  trade  and  plantations,  but  alfq 

■"  ^-       ■        '   '  ^  at 
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^  at  the  fame  time  to  raife  the  value  of  the  lands  of 
'  Great  Britain^  I  fhall  therefore  readily  give  my  af- 
^  fenc  to  it.* 

Sir  Thomas  Aft  on  fpoke  next  againfl  it,  and  among  sir  t^^^m 
other  things  took  notice,  that  it  was  his  misfortune  fp'^e^ck! 
to  know  too  much  of  the  influence  that  the  officers 
of  the  cuftoms  and  excife  had  at  elections,  for  at  his 
own  eledion,  there  were  many  of  the  voters  were  fo 
free  and  open,  as  to  come  to  him  and  tell  him,  that 
they  would  vote  for  him  rather  than  any  other,  but 
that  thofe  officers  had  threatened  to  ruin  them  if  they 
did  ;  and  others  told  him,  that  they  had  promi- 
fes  either  for  themfelves  or  for  their  fons  to  be  made 
officers  in  the  cuftoms  or  excife,  by  his  antagonift, 
and  as  their  bread  depended  upon  getting  thole  pro- 
mifes  fulfilled,  which  they  could  not  exped  if  they 
did  not  vote  againft  him,  therefore  they  hoped  he 
would  excufe  them.     '  Thus,  Sirs,  fays  he,  I  know 

*  the  evil  of  this  illegal  influence  by  experience,  and, 

*  therefore  I  fhall  always  be  againfl  any  meafure  that 
'^  may  tend  to  increafe  it,  as  this  fcheme  moft  evi- 

*  dently  will  \  for  I  hope  I  fhall  always  difdain  to 
^  owe  the  honour  of  reprefenting  my  country  in  Par- 
'  liament,  to  any  adminiftration  whatever  ;  I  hope  I 
^  fhall  always  depend  upon  the  free  votes  of  my  fel- 

*  low  fubjedts,   and  for  that  reafon  I  muft  be  a- 

*  gainft  what  I  think  will  deftroy  that  freedom,  up- 

*  on  which  only  1  am  relblved  always  to  depend.* 

After  him  Lord  Gknorchy  fpoke  for  agreeing. 
Lord  Morpeth  againft  it.  William  Clayton^  Efq;  for 
it.     And  then, 

WilUaraPulteney^  Efq;  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  ^^^'l^^tj'fll'^ 
lows.    '  Sir,  I  muft  fay,  that  the  recommending  the"*"^*  ^""^  * 

*  care  of  the  public  revenue  to  this  houfe,  the  re- 

*  commending  to  us  a  fcheme  which  he  thinks  may 
l  tend  to  the  increafing  of  it,  are  do6lrines  which 

I  ^  come 
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*  come  very  properly  from  the  honourable  gentle- 
'  man  that  Ipoke  laft,  who  for  feveral  years  has  had 

*  the  fingering  of  the  pubhc  money,  as  he  himfelf 

*  was  pleafed  to  exprefs  it :  But  I  hope  thofe  gentle- 
'  men  will  confider  that  they  and  their  poflerity  arc 
^  not  all  to  enjoy  the  fame  pofls  they  enjoy  at  pre- 

*  fent ;  they  may  perhaps  exped:  that  they  them- 

*  felves  are  all  in  for  life,  but  they  cannot  imagine 

*  that  thofe  pofls  are  to  go  by  way  of  inheritance 

*  to  their  heirs  ;  and  therefore  I  hope,  that  for  the 

*  fake  at  leaft  of  their  poflerity,  they  will  confider 

*  a  little  the  power  and  influence  that  this  fcheme 

*  will  give  to  the  crown,  and  fuch  a  confideration 
if  mufl  certainly  be  of  fome  weight  in  the  prefent 

*  debate,  even  with  thofe  gentlemen. 

*  It  is  certain  that  the  liberties  of  this  country  de» 

'  pend  upon  the  freedom  of  our  eledions  for  mem- 

*  bers  of  Parliament ;  our  Parhaments,  efpecially  the 
'  reprefentatives  of  the  people  in  Parliament  aflem- 
'  bled,  are  defigned  for,  and  generally  have  been  a 

*  check  upon  thofe  who  are  employed  in  the  execu- 

*  tive  part  of  our  government ;  but  if  it  fhall  ever 

*  come  to  be  in  tlie  power  of  the  crown,  that  is  to 
'  fay,  of  thofe  employed  in  the  executive  part  of  our 

*  government,  to  have  fuch  an  influence  over  mofl 

*  of  the  eledions  in  the  kingdom,  as  to  get  any 
'  perfon  c  ho  fen  they  pleafe  to  recommend,    they 

*  will  then  always  have  a  majority  of  their  own  crea- 

*  tures  in  every  houfe  of  Commons,  and  from  fuch 

*  reprefentatives  what  can  the  people  expecl  ?  Can 
"•  it  be  expeded,  that  fuch  a  houfe  of  Commons 

*  will  ever  be  any  check  upon  thofe  in  power,  or 
^  that  they  will  find  fault  with  the  conduct  of 
'  the  mofl  rapacious,  the  mofl  tyranical  mini- 
^  fters,    that  may   hereafter  be  employed  by  the 

*  crown. 

.  *  It  is  well  known.  Sir,  that  every  one  of  the 

*  public  officers  have  already  fo  many  boroughs  or 
f't  corporations  which  they  look  on  as  their  pro- 
is^  '  ~"               !  peniesi 
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*  perties  ;  there  are  fome  boroughs  which  may  be 
'  called  treafury  boroughs  ;  there  are  others  which 

*  may  be  called  admiralty  boroughs  ;  in  fhort,  Sir, 

*  it  may  be  faid,  that  almod  the  whole  towns  upon 
'  the  fea  coaft  are  already  feifed  on,  and  in  a  man- 
'  ner  taken  prifoners  by  the  officers  of  the  crown  : 
'  In  moft  of  them  they  have  fo  great  an  influence, 

*  that  none  can  be  chofen  members  of  Parliament, 

*  but  fuch  as  they  are  pleafed  to  recommend.     But 

*  as  the  cuftoms  are  confined  to  our  fea-ports,  as 

*  they  cannot  travel  far  from  the  coaft,  therefore  this 

*  fcheme  feems  to  be  contrived  in  order  to  extend 

*  the  laws  of  excife,  and  thereby  to  extend  the  in- 

*  fluence  of  the  crown  over  all  the  inland  towns  and 
^  corporations  in  England, 

'  This,  Sir,  feems  plainly  to  me  to  be  the  chief 
^  defign  of  the  fcheme  now  under  our  confideration  % 

*  and  if  it  fucceeds  (which  God  forbid  it  fhould)  our 
'  future  minifters  of  ftate  will  be  very  much  obliged 

*  to  the  gentleman  who  projedted  it ;  the  election  of 

*  a  houfe  of  Commons  will,  in  all  time  coming,  be 

*  an  eafy  tafk  for  whoever  Ihall  be  prime  minifter 

*  under  any  of  our  future  Kings  ;  he  may  fit  at  home 

*  in  his  great  chair,  and  ilTue  forth  his  orders  to 

*  moft  of  the  counties  and  boroughs  of  Great  Britain^ 

*  to  chufe  fuch  perfons  for  their  reprefentatives  in 

*  Parliament,  as  he  Ihall  pleafe  to  think  moft  proper 
'  for  his  purpofe  :  Moft  of  the  chief  clerks  of  the 

*  treafury,  and  other  great  offices,  are  already  mem- 
^  bers  of  this  houfe  ;  they.  Sir,  deferve  it,  Kiey  are 

*  gentlemen,  and  men  of  figure  and  fortune  intheir 

*  country  j  but  if  this  fcheme  takes  place,  we  may 

*  in  a  little  time  fee  all  the  little  under  clerks  of  the 

*  treafury,  and  other  offices,  members  of  this  houfe ; 

*  we  may  fee  them  trudging  down  to  this  houfe  in 

*  the  morning,  in  order  to  give  their  votes  for  im- 
*^  pofing  taxes  upon  their  fellow  fubjeds,  and  in  the 

*  afternoon  attending  behind  the  chair  of  a  chancel- 

*  lor  of  the  Exchequer ^  a  Secretary  of  ftate,  or  other 

*  chief 
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*  chief  minifler.  Nay,  Sir,  I  do  not  know  but 
^  ibme  of  us  may  live  to  fee  fome  vain  over-grown 

*  niinifter  of  ftatc,  driving  along  the  ftreets  with 

*  fix  members  of  Parliament  behind  his  coach. 

*  Thefe,  Sir,  muft  be  the  fatal  confequences  of 

*  the  fcheme  now  under  our  confideration  ;    and 

*  therefore  I  muft  think  that  every  man  who  has  a 

*  regard  to  the  conflitution  of  his  country,  or  to  the 

*  liberties  and  properties  of  thofe  that  have  put  their 
'  truft  in  him,  is  in  duty  bound  to  give  his  negative 
^  to  the  prefent  queftion. 

*  Gentlemen  may  indulge  themfelves  in  the  vain 
'  conceit,  that  by  this  fcheme,  all  manner  of  frauds 

*  in  the  tobacco  trade  will  be  prevented  for  the  fu- 
'  ture,  but  the  thing  is  in  its  own  nature  impoffible  ; 

*  when  the  duties  are  fo  high,  where  they  amount 

*  to  five  or  fix  times  the  prime  coil  of  the  commo- 
'  dity  on  which  they  are  laid,  it  will  be  impoflible 
^  to  prevent  all  manner  of  frauds,  and  therefore  the 
^  increafe  of  the  public  revenue  by  this  fcheme  is  fo 
'  far  from  being  certain^  that  it  is  altogether  pre- 

*  carious  •,  and  unlefs  the  public  revenue  be  thereby 

*  greatly  increafed,  the  land-holders  can  expedl  no 
'  relief  :  But  granting,  Sir,  that  the  benefits  expedl 
^  ed  by  this  fcheme  were  certain,  it  is  as  certain,  it 

*  is  demonftrable,  that  our  conflitution  will  be  there- 
'  by  deflroyed  ;  and  are  we.  Sir,  to  make  a  facrifice 
'  of  our  conflitution,  for  the  poor  confideration  of 
'  adding  four  or  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a 

*  year  to  the  public  revenue  ?  That  increafe.  Sir, 

*  may  foon  be  difTipated  by  an  adminiflration,  under 
'  no  fears  of  being  called  to  an  account  by  Parlia- 
^  ment,  and  then  they  will  be  obliged  to  come  upon 

*  the  land-holders,  for  money  to  anfwer  the  neceffary 

*  fervices  of  the  public.     There  never  was  in  any 

*  country  a  fcheme  ikt  up  for  introducing  arbitrary 

*  power,  but  what  was  lupported  by  fome  fpecious 

*  pretences :  The  preventing  of  mobs,  infurre<5lions, 

*  invafionsj  frauds,  or  the  like,  have  in  all  countries 
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''  been  made  the  pretences  for  introducing  arbitrary 

*  power  -,  but  in  fuch  an  aflembly  as  this,  where  the 

*  principles  of  Hberty  fo  much  prevail,  where  there 
'  are  fo  many  gentlemen  of  good  fenfe  and  penetra- 

*  tion,  I  hope  no  fuch  pretence  will  ever  be  of  any 
'  weight.     To  me  it  appears  indifputable,  that  this 

*  fcheme  is  abfolutely  inconfiflent  with  a  free  eledlion 
'  of  members  of  Parliament,  and  of  confequence  it 

*  muit  be  inconfiflent  with  our  conftitution  ;  there- 

*  fore,  tho'  the  advantages  to  be  reaped  therefrom 

*  were  much  greater,  and  much  more  certain  than 
'  they  are,  I  fhould  be  mofl  heartily  againft  it,  and 
'  for  that  reafon  I  muft  give  my  negative  to  the 
'  prefent  queftion,* 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  fpoke  next. 
Then  William  Pultene)\  Efq;  fpoke  again.  And 
after  him 

Walter  Tlummer^  Efq;  flood  up,  and  among  other  Mi\H'm^^^^ 
things  took  notice  of  fome  gentleman's  having  faid, ""' 
that  no  body  had  oppofed  the  fubjeding  of  coffee, 
tea,  and  chocolate  to  the  laws  of  excife,  but  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  under  the  gallery  (meaning  Sir 
John  Barnard)  :  '  But,  fays  he,  I  muft  put  thofe  gen- 

*  tlemen  in  mind,  that  I  had  then  the  honour  to 

*  be  a  member  of  this  houfe,  and  I  thank  God,  Sir, 

*  I  did  oppofe  that  excife  fcheme  as  well  as  I  fhali 

*  do  this,  and  every  fuch  fcheme  that  fliall  ever  be 
'  offered  to  this  houfe,  while  I  have  the  honour  of 

*  fitting  in  it.  I  know.  Sir,  how  grievous  and  op- 
'  preffive  the  laws  of  excife  are  to  my  fellow  fub- 

*  je6l,  and  therefore  I  think  I  cannot  anfwer  to  my 
'  country,  if  I  do  not,  to  the  utmofl  of  my  power, 

*  oppofe  every  fcheme  that  fhall  be  offered  for  the 
'  extenfion  of  thofe  vexatious  and  arbitrary  laws.* 

Humphry  Parfons^  Efq;  fpoke  next  againfl  agree- ^her  fcei- 
ing  to  the  refolution.     Martin  Bladen^  Efq;  fpoke 
for  it.    Sir  John  Hynd  Cotton  againil  it.    Sir  Williafn 

Tongc 
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7'onge  for  it.  Sir  William  Courteney^  and  George  Bowes  y 
Efq  j  againil  it,  7^;^;^  iVf^/^,  Efq-,  and  Sir  William 
Lowther  for  it.  And  Gilfrid  Lawfon^  Efq-,  Sir 
George  Cafwall^  and  //-^rrj  Waller,  Efq^  againft  it. 

Fefoiutions       At  laft  the  queflion  was  put  upon  the  iirft  refolu- 
ajirct.  CO.    ^.^^^  upon  which  the  houfe  came  to  a  divifion,  and 
thereby  the  queflion  was  carried  in  the  affirmative 
249  againft  189. 

After  this  the  queftion  was  feverally  put  upon  the 
two  next  refolutions,  which  were  agreed  to  without 
any  divifion  ^  and  the  laft  refolution  being  read  a  fe- 
cond  time,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  acquaint- 
ed the  houfe,  '  That  his  Majefty  had  commanded 
*  him  to  acquaint  that  houfe,  that  his  Majefty  gave 
'  his  confent,  that  the  houfe  might  do  as  they  ftiould 
'  think  fit,  in  relation  to  the  faid  fines,  penalties,  for- 
^  feitures  and  feifures  ?  *  Whereupon  the  queftion 
was  put,  and  likewife  was  agreed  to  without  any  di- 
vifion. 
Bill  crdered.  Then  it  was  Ordered,  that  a  bill  ftiould  be  brought 
in  purfuant  to  the  faid  refolutions,  and  that  Sir 
Charles  Turner,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Mr.  Attorney  General,  Mr.  Solicitor  General,  Mr. 
Dodddington,  Mr.  Clayton,  Sir  William  Tonge,  Sir 
George  Oxenden,  Mr.  Scrope,  and  Mr.  EdwardWal- 
pole,  fhould  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame. 

Bill  brought     This  famous  bill  was  accordingly  brought  in  the 
'"*  4th  day  of  April,  and  was  read  a  firft  time  ;  after 

which  Mr,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  by  his  Ma- 
jefty's  command  acquainted  the  houfe,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty confented  to  their  making  fuch  alterations,  as 
they  ihould  think  fit  for  the  public  fervice,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  fubfidy  on  tobacco  then  payable  on  ac- 
count of  his  Majefty's  civil  lift.  It  was  next  ob- 
]e6led,  that  fome  parts  of  the  faid  bill  were  not  with- 
in the  refolutions  of  the  houfe,  purfuant  to  which  the 
2  faid 
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faid  bill  had  been  ordered  to  be  brought  in  •,  and 
therefore  moved  that  the  bill  fhould  be  withdrawn, 
which  pafied  in  the  negative,  232  againil  176  : 
Then  a  motion  was  made  tor  adjourning,  which  like- 
wife  paffed  in  the  negative  •,  at  laft  it  was  refolved, 
that  the  bill  Ihould  be  read  a  fecond  time,  and  or- 
dered, that  it  fhould  be  read  a  fecond  time  on  that 
day  fevennight,  236  againft  200.  Next  day  after 
the  bringing  in  of  this  bill,  a  motion  was  made  for 
the  printing  fuch  a  number  of  copies  as  fliould  be 
lufficient  for  the  ufe  of  the  members  of  the  houfe  ; 
but  upon  the  queftion's  being  put,  it  was  carried  in 
the  negative,  128  againil  112. 

As  this  bill  very  much  concerned  the  trade  ^^^^^l'^^°"^"^l' 
commerce  of  this  nation,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  theiu"^^''''' 
city  of  London  procured  a  copy  of  it  foon  after  it 
was  brought  into  the  houfe  of  Commons,  and  having 
laid  it  before  the  common  council,  it  was  there  re- 
folved to  petition  the  houfe  againft  it,  and  a  petition 
being  then  immediately  drawn  up  and  agreed  to,  the 
fame  was  prefented  to  the  houfe  of  Commons  on  the 
loth  day  of  April 

The  prefenting  of  this  petition  brought  the  excife  J^^!'^^^^^ 
fcheme  again  upon  the  carpet  in  that  honourable 
houfe.  The  city  of  London  has  always  enjoyed  this 
privilege,  that  any  petition  from  them  is  prefented 
to  the  houfe  by  their  Iheriffs,  and  is  brought  up  by 
the  clerk  of  the  houfe,  and  read  at  the  table,  with- 
out afking  the  leave  of  the  houfe  for  that  purpofe  ; 
whereas  all  other  petitions  muft  be  prefented  by  a 
member  of  the  houfe,  and  cannot  be  by  him  brought 
up,  or  read  at  the  table  by  the  clerk,  till  leave  bv-^ 
firft  alked  of  and  granted  by  the  houfe.  According- 
ly this  petition  was  brought  up  and  read  at  the  table> 
and  as  foon  as  it  was  read.  Sir  John  Barnard  got 
up,  and  fhewed  how  much  the  city  and  citizens  of 
London^  as  well  as  all  the  other  trading  part  of  the 
nation,  were  to  be  affeded  by  the  bill  for  altering 

the 
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the  method  of  raifing  the  duties  payable  upon  to» 
bacco,  and  how  juil  reafons  they  had  to  infift  upon 
being  heard  by  their  counfel  againft  it,  and  concki- 
ded  with  a  motion  for  granting  them  leave  to  be 
heard  by  their  counfel  if  they  thought  fit. 

In  oppofition  to  this  motion,  it  was  infifled  on, 
that  it  had  always  been  the  pra6lice  of  that  houfe, 
never  to  receive  any  petitions,  and  much  lefs  to  ad- 
mit counfel  to  be  heard  againft  any  bill  for  impo- 
fing  of  taxes  upon  the  fubjed  j  for  if  any  fuch  thing 
were  to  be  admitted  of,  it  would  be  impoflible  ever 
to  pafs  any  fuch  bill,  becaufe  that  there  would  be  fo 
many  different  petitions  prefented  againft  it  by  thofe 
who  were  to  be  fubje6l  thereto,  that  it  would  be  im- 
poflible to  hear  counfel  feparately  upon  every  fuch 
petition  within  the  ufual  time  of  the  continuance  of 
one  feflion  of  Parliament  :  And  that  in  refufing  to 
admit  counfel  to  be  heard,  there  could  be  no  incon- 
venience, becaufe  every  man,  and  every  body  of 
men  had  their  reprefentatives  in  that  houfe,  who  cer- 
tainly would  reprefent  their  cafe  to  the  houfe,  if  any 
particular  hardfhip  was  to  be  put  upon  them  by 
any  bill  then  before  the  houfe. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  that  the  houfe  had  never 
pretended  to  any  general  cuftom  of  refufing  peti- 
tions, except  againft  thofe  bills  which  were  called 
money-bills,  that  was  to  fay,  fuch  bills  as  were 
brought  in  for  raifing  money  for  the  current  fervice 
of  the  year  *,  and  that  even  as  to  them,  there  were 
many  precedents  where  the  houfe  had  admitted  the 
Parties,  whom  they  thought  to  have  a  real  intereft 
therein,  to  be  heard  by  their  counfel  againft  the 
pafling  of  fuch  bills  :  That  the  admitting  of  counfel 
even  in  fuch  cafes  could  never  prevent  the  pafling  of 
fuch  bills,  becaufe  the  houfe  could  always  order  all 
parties  petitioning  to  be  heard  at  one  time,  and 
could  give  fuch  diredlions,  that  it  would  never  take 
up  many  days  to  hear  every  thing  that  could  be  ob- 
jected 
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jedled  by  every  one  of  the  parties  petitioning  :  That 
tho*  every  part  of  the  nation  had  their  reprefenta- 
tives  in  that  houfe,  yet  it  was  well  known,  that 
fpeaking  in  public  was  a  talent  that  every  man  was 
not  endowed  with,  from  whence  it  might  happen, 
that  the  particular  perfons,  or  part  of  the  nation, 
which  was  then  to  be  aggrieved  by  what  v/as  palTing 
in  the  houfe,  might  net  have  any  fuch  members  as 
were  proper  to  lay  their  cafe  fully  and  clearly  before 
the  houfe  ;  and  that  therefore,  even  as  to  money 
bills,  it  was  proper  to  admit  parties  to  be  heard 
againfl  them,  when  it  appeared  that  they  were  very 
particularly  intereited  therein. 

But  as  to  the  cafe  then  before  them,  there  was  not 
the  lead  pretence  for  refufing  the  defire  of  the  pe- 
tition, becaufe  the  bill  againft  which  it  was  prefent- 
ed,  was  no  money  bill  ;  it  was  granted  by  the  ad- 
vocates for  the  bill  ;  it  was  even  infifted  on  as  the 
greateft  argument  for  it,  that  there  was  no  new  du- 
ties to  be  impofed  •,  it  was  a  bill  only  for  altering 
the  method  of  colledling  the  taxes  already  impofed, 
and  therefore  it  could  never  be  pretended  ^  that  there 
was  any  pra6lice  or  cuftom  of  the  houfe  for  refufing 
to  admit  parties  interefled  to  be  heard  againft  fuch  a 
bill  :  That  if  there  had  been  fuch  a  cuftom  intro- 
duced, it  ought  not  to  be  obferved,  efpecially  when 
fuch  a  confiderable  body  as  the  Lord  Mayor,  alder- 
men and  common  council  of  the  city  of  LoTido?!^ 
come  with  an  humble  petition  to  be  heard  againft  a 
JDill,  which  they  thought  would  not  only  be  highly 
injurious  to  them  in  particular,  but  deftrudive  of 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  whole  nation. 

In  this  debat  ethere  werem  any  precedents  brought 
by  Mr.  Sandys^  Mr.  Gyhhon^  and  Mr.  Bootle^  where 
the  houfe  had  received  petitions,  and  admitted  coun- 
fel  to  be  heard  againft  money  bills  \  and  there  were: 
likewife  precedents  brought  by  Sir  William  Tcngs 
and  Mr.  Wollafton^  where  the  fame  had  been  refufed. 

Vol,  XI,  H  uhe 
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the  reading  of  which  took  up  a  great  part  of  the 
day. 

The  principal  fpeakers  for  granting  the  defire  of 
the  petiton  were. 

Sir  John  Barnard^  Sir  William  Wyndham^ 

Samuel  Sandys^  Efq;  Walter  Plummer^  Efq; 

Philip  Gyhhon^  Efqi  George  Heathcoate^  Efq; 

Thomas  Boo  tie  ^  Efq;  Thomas  Wyndham^  ,Efq; 
William  Piilteney^  Efq; 

And  the  principal  fpeakers  againft  granting  the 
defire  thereof  were, 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex-  Mr.  Solicitor  General, 

chequer^  Mr.  Attorney  General, 

Horatio  Walpole^  Efq;  Sir  William  Tonge^ 

Thomas  Winningt on ^  Efq;  Hon.  Henry  Pelham. 

Upon  the  queftion's  being  put,  for  allowing  the 
petitioners  to  be  heard  by  their  counfel  againfl  the 
bill,  there  was  a  divifion,  and  the  queflion  was  car- 
ried in  the  negative,  214  againfl  197. 

After  which  it  was  ordered  that  the  faid  petition 
fhould  lie  upon  the  table,  until  the  faid  bill  Ihould 
be  read  a  fecond  time. 
Other  peti-  Next  day,  viz.  on  Wednefday  the  nth  day  of 
lhe"biir'"^-4'^^'4  a  petition  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com- 
mon Council,  of  the  town  and  county  of  the  town 
oi  Nottingham^  (in  council  aifembled)  in  behalf  of 
themfelves,  and  the  refc  of  the  merchants  and  tradef- 
men  dealing  in  tobacco  in  the  faid  town,  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  houfe,  and  read  ;  alledging,  that  the 
bill  depending  in  the  houfe  for  repealing  feveral  fub- 
lldies,  and  an  impofl  then  payable  on  tobacco,  ^r. 
would  be  highly  prejudicial  to  them,  and  incroach  on 
their  liberties  and  properties,  and  exprefTing  their 
apprehenfion  that  the  faid  bill,  if  pafled  into  a  law, 
would  fubjedl  them  to  great  opprefTions  and  inconve- 
2  niences. 
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niences,  by  the  officers  frequently  entering  their 
houfes,  and  taking  account  of  their  flocks,  which 
fuch  officers  might  difcover  to  any  others  ;  by  being 
obliged  to  feek  for,  and  fend  permits  with  their 
goods,  and  the  hardffiips  thereof  with  refped  to 
time  ;  by  not  being  allowed  the  valuable  liberty  of 
redreffing  their  grievances  by  a  jury  •,  and  by  the  great 
trouble,  charge,  and  lofs  of  time,  in  weighing  their 
tobacco  at  any  time  required  by  the  officer,  and  the 
prejudice  to  their  goods,  in  uncafking  and  breaking 
them  ;  and  therefore  befeeching  the  houfe  to  confider 
and  favour  their  petition,  and  prevent  the  paffing  a 
law,  which  would  be  any  ways  deftrudive  of  the 
trade,  or  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  petiti- 
oners ;  which  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table. 

Immediately  after  which,  a  petition  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  and  traders,  of  the  ancient  and  loyal  city 
of  Coventry^  in  behalf  of  themfelves  and  the  reft  of 
their  fellow  citizens,  was  prefented  to  the  houfe,  and 
read ;  expreffing  the  apprehenfion  of  the  petitioners, 
that  the  bill  depending  in  that  houfe,  for  repealing 
feveral  fubfides,  and  an  impoft  then  payable  on  to- 
bacco, ^c,  would  be  prejudicial  to  the  trade  of  the 
nation  in  general,  and  of  the  faid  city  in  particular, 
and  alfo  injurious  to  the  liberties  of  their  fellow  fub^ 
je6ls  ;•  and  therefore  praying  the  houfe  to  take  the 
premises  into  confideration,  and  give  the  petitioners 
fuch  relief  therein,  as  to  the  houfe  ffiould  feem  meet. 
Which  petition  was  likewife  ordered  to  lie  upon  the 
table. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  then  read,  for  the  fe- Bill  dropt. 
cond  reading  of  the  faid  bill,  the  fcrjeant  at  arms 
attending  the  houfe,  was  of  courfe  ordered  to  go 
with  the  mace  into  Weftminfter-hall  and  the  courts 
there,  and  into  the  court  of  Requefts  and  the  places 
adjacent,  and  fummon  the  members  there  to  attend 
the  fei-vice  of  the  houfe  ;  and  he  being  returned,  in- 
ftead  of  reading  the  bill  a  fecond  time>  a  motion  was 

H  2  made 
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made  by  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer^  that  the 
bill  fliOLild  be  read  a  fecond  time,  upon  the  12th 
day  of  June  then  next.  Though  by  this  motion  it 
evidently  appeared,  that  the  bill  was  to  be  dropt, 
yet  fome  of  the  gentlemen  who  had  from  the  begin- 
ning appeared  flrenaoufly  againfl  the  whole  fcheme, 
were  not  fatisfied  with  letting  it  drop  in  fo  eafy  a 
manner,  and  therefore  they  were  for  having  it  rejedl 
ed,  but  this  proportion  did  not  come  the  length  of 
a  motion,  or  a  queilion,  fo  that  the  firft  motion  was 
agreed  to  without  oppofition  •,  and  upon  the  Friday 
after,  which  was  the  day  appointed  for  the  houfe  to 
refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to 
confider  farther  of  the  moil  proper  methods  for  the 
better  fecurity  and  improvement  of  the  duties  and  re- 
venues then  charged  upon,  and  made  payable  from 
tobacco  and  wines,  it  was  refolved,  that  the  houfe 
would  upon  the  14th  day  of  June  then  next  refolve 
itfelf  into  the  faid  committee,  118  againfl  76  :  So 
that  that  part  of  the  fcheme  relating  to  the  duties  on 
wine,  was  never  laid  before  the  houfe. 

There  having  been  great  crowds  of  people  about 
the  houfe  on  the  nth  o^ Aprils  and  fome  of  them 
having  behaved  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  the  next 
day,  viz.  the  i2thofy^n7,  complaint  was  made 
to  the  houfe  by  feveral  members,  who  had  voted  in 
favour  of  the  fcheme,  that  a  tumultuous  crowd  of 
people  had  been  aflembled  together  the  night  before, 
and  feveral  days  during  the  feflion,  in  the  court  of 
Requeils,  and  other  avenues  to  that  houfe  ;  and  that 
they  themfelves,  and  feveral  other  members  of  the 
houfe,  had  been  lafl  night,  in  their  return  from  the 
houfe,  menaced,  infulted  and  aflaulted,  by  a  tumul- 
tuous crowd  of  people  in  the  pafTages  to  the  houfe  ; 
whereupon  it  was  refolved  and  declared,  nemine  con- 
tradicefite,  i/.  That  the  afTaulting,  infulting,  or  me- 
nacing  any  member  of  that  houfe,  in  his  coming  to 
or  going  from  the  houfe,  or  upon  the  account  of  his 
behaviour  in  Parhament,  was  an  high  infringement 

of 
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of  the  privilege  of  that  houfe,  a  mofl  outrageous  and 
dangerous  violation  of  the  rights  of  Parliament,  and 
an  high  crime  and  mifdemeanor.  2i,  That  the  af- 
fembling  and  coming  of  any  number  of  perfons  in  a 
riotous,  tumultuous,  and  diforderly  manner  to  that 
houfe,  in  order  either  to  hinder  or  promote  the  paf^ 
fing  of  any  bill,  or  other  matter  depending  before 
the  houfe,  was  as  Jiigh  infringement  of  the  privi- 
lege of  that  houfe,  deftrudive  of  the  freedom  and 
conflitution  of  Parliament,  and  an  high  crime  and 
mifdemeanor.  3^,  That  the  inciting  and  encoura- 
ging any  number  of  perfons  to  come  in  a  riotous, 
tumultuous  and  diforderly  manner  to  that  houfe,  in 
order  either  to  hinder  or  promote  the  palling  of  any 
bill,  or  other  matter  depending  before  the  houfe, 
was  an  high  infringement  of  the  privilege  of  that 
houfe,  deftrudtive  of  the  freedom  and  conflitu- 
tion of  Parliament,  and  an  high  crime  and  mifde- 
meanor. 

Then  it  was  ordered,  i/^.  That  the  members  of 
that  houfe,  who  ferved  for  the  city  oi^ London,  fhould 
fignifythe  faid  refolutions  and  declarations  to  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  London,  id.  That  the  members  of 
that  houfe,  who  ferved  for  the  county  of  MiddkfeXy 
fliould  fignify  the  faid  refolutions  and  declarations  to 
the  Sheriff  of  Middlefex.  3^,  That  the  members  of 
that  houfe,  who  ferved  for  the  city  of  Weftminfter^ 
fhould  fignify  the  faid  refolutions  and  declarations  to 
the  High  Bailiff  of /^^;;;/;//?^r.  Which  orders  were 
accordingly  fignified  by  their  refpe6live  members, 
who  next  day  reported  their  having  done  lb  to  the 
houfe. 

On  Wednefday  the  2ifl  of  March,  his  Majefly 
came  to  the  houfe  of  Peers,  and  the  Commons  being 
fent  for,  his  Majefly  gave  the  royal  affent  to  feveraJ 
public  and  private  bills. 

On  Monday  the  2d  day  of  April,  the  order  of  the  Marion  for 
day  for  the  houfe  to  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee  J^S'rs"^ 
of  the  whole  houfe,  to  confider  farther  of  the  bill  for 
H  3  grant- 
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granting  an  aid  to  his  Majefty,  by  a  land-tax  to  be 
raifed  in  Great  Britainy  for  the  fervice  of  the  year 
1733,  being  read,  a  motion  was  made,  thatitfhould 
be  an  inftriKftion  to  the  faid  committee,  that  they 
fhould  be  impowered  to  receive  a  claufe,  to  enable 
and  dire6t  the  feveral  commifTioners  to  be  appointed 
in  the  faid  bill,  for  putting  the  fame  in  execution,  to 
nominate  and  appoint  a  receiver  or  receivers  general 
for  each  county,  riding,  city,  borough,  cinque-port, 
town  or  place  refpedlively,  within  England^  WaleSy 
and  Berwick^  for  v/hich  they  were  appointed  com- 
mifTioners, and  to  make  the  faid  refpedlive  counties, 
ridings,  cities,  boroughs,  cinque-ports,  towns  or  pla- 
ces, for  which  they  were  appointed  commifTioners, 
anfwerable  for  any  deficiency  that  might  happen  by 
fuch  receiver  or  receivers. 

In  favour  of  this  motion  it  was  urged,  that  the 
commifTioners  in  each  county,  i^c.  were  much  bet- 
ter judges  of  the  perfons  proper  to  be  appointed  re- 
ceivers in  the  feveral  counties,  ^c.  than  the  gentle- 
m.en  employed  in  the  adminiflration  -,  that  they  were 
alfo  better  judges  of  the  perfons  offered  as  fureties  for 
fuch  receivers  •,  and  that  it  would  be  a  great  advan- 
tage to  the  public,  which  had  often  fufTered  by  the 
infolvency  of  fuch  receivers,  and  the  infufRciency  of 
the  lecurity  that  had  been  given  for  them  :  However 
fome  gentlemen  in  the  houfe  thought  proper  to  op- 
pofe  this  motion,  and  therefore  upon  putting  the 
queflion  it  paiTed  in  the  negative, 
quaijfica-  Next  day  an  ingrofTed  bill,  to  render  more  effec- 
dTopt.^  tual  an  ad  made  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  her 
late  Majelly  Queen  Anne^  intitled  y^;>^  aui  for  fe curing 
the  freedom  of  Parliament s^  by  the  farther  qualifying 
the  members  to  fit  in  the  houfe  of  Commons^  was  read 
the  third  time  ;  which  bill  was  much  the  fame  with 
what  had  pafTed  feveral  times  through  that  houfe  in 
the  preceding  fefTions  -,  but  upon  the  queflion's  be- 
ing put,  the  bill  had  the  fame  fate  as  in  the  former 
fefllons,  the  queftion  pafTed  in  the  negative, 

On 
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On  Monday  xht  9th  day  o^  April,  Sir  Nathaniell^^'^^^^^'- 
Qtrzon  prefented  to  the  houfe  (according  to  order)  a  bin  pre- 
bill  for  the  better  regulating  the  proceedings  of  eccle-  ^''"'"^" 
fiaftical  courts,  within  that  part  q{  Great  Britain  call- 
ed England,  dominion  of  Wales,  and  town  o{  Ber- 
wick upon  ^weed^  which  was  received  and  read  the 
firil  time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time.    As 
this  affair  is  of  great  confequence,  and  becaufe  the 
bill  did  not  pafs  into  a  law,  we  Ihall  infert  a  copy 
of  it,  as  it  Hood  when  firft  brought  into  the  houfe, 
viz, 

A  B  I'LL,  for  the  better  regulating  the  proceedings  of 
ecclejiafiical  courts  within  that  part  ^/ Great  Britain 
called  England,  domiyiion  of  Wales,  and  town  of 
Berwick  upon  Tweed. 

*  T7  O  R  the  better  regulating  the  proceedings  of 
'  ft  ecclefiafcical  courts,  within  that  part  of  Great 
'  Britain  called  England,  dominion  of  Wales,  and 
'  town  of  Berwick  upon  ^weed.  Be  it  ena^ed, 

'  By  the  KING*s  moft  excellent  MAJESTY, 

*  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords 
'  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  Commons  in  this  pre- 

*  fent  Parliament  afiembled,  and  by  the  authority  of 

*  the  fame,  Tliat  from  and  after  the 

*  day  of  no  fuits  or  profecu- 

*  tions,  filled  pro  falute  anim£,  or  pro  reformatione 
*-  morum,  or  for  any  criminal  matter,  Ihall  be  com- 

*  menced  in  any  ecclefiaflical  court,  either  by  inqui- 

*  fition  or  denunciation,  againll  any  perfon  whatfo- 

*  ever,  but  by  accufation  only,  at  or  upon  the  infor- 
^  mation  or  promotion  of  fome  perfon,  who  fhall, 
'  at  the  time  of  exhibiting  fuch  information,  enter 
^  into  bond  to  the  regiiler  of  the  court,  in  v/hich 
^  fuch  information  ihall  be  exhibited,  in  the  fum  of 
:  with 
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*  or  more  lurety  or  fureties,  in  the  fum  of 

*  who  fhall  feverally 

*  juftify  themfelves  by  oath,  in  open  court  (which 
''  oath  the  faid  courts  are  hereby  impowered  to  ad- 
'  minifter  gratis)  to  be  refpedlively  worth  the  faid 
'  fums  in  the  faid  bonds  mentioned,  over  and  above 
'  their  juft  debts  ;  which  bonds  lliall  be  conditioned 

*  to  profecute  fuch  fuit  or  information  with  effedl, 

*  and  to  pay  cofls  to  the 

*  defendant  or  party  accufed,  in  cafe  fuch  defendant 

*  fhall  not  be  found  guilty,  or  if  the  fuit  or  profe- 
'  cution  be  abated  or  difcontinued,  for ^  the  fpace  of 
'  And  the  faid  regiiler  is 
'  hereby  required,    immediately  on  the  acquittal  of 

*  the  defendant  in  the  faid  ecclefiaflical  court,  or 
*•  fuch  difcontinuance  or  abatement  of  fuch  fuit  or 

*  profecution,  to  afTign  the  faid  bond  to  the  faid  de- 
'  fendant,  by  indorfing  the  fame,    and  attefling  it 

*  under  his  hand  and  feal,  in  the  prefence  of 

'  or  more  credible  witnefTes,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
*"  bail-bonds,  or  other  fecurities  given  to  fheriffs,  in 
'  fuits  in  the  temporal  courts,  are  now  by  law  affign- 
*•  able  •,  upon  which  bond  the  faid  defendant  may 
^  bring  an  action  or  fuit,  in  his  or  her  own  name,  in 

*  any  of  his  Majefty's  courts  of  record  at  Weftminfter 

*  (in  which  fuit  the  faid  alTignment  fhall  be  full  evi- 
'  dence  of  his  or  her  acquittal,  or  difcontinuance  of 
'  the  fuit)  and  fhall  recover  thereon,  againft  the  faid 
^  informer  and  fureties,  cofls  of  fuit  in  the 

*  faid  ecclefiaflical  court. 

*  And  it  is  hereby  farther  ena5led^  That  no  cita- 
^  tion,  fummons,  or  other  procefs,  fhall  iffue,  to 

*  cite  any  perfon  to  appear  to  any  articles,  informa- 
'  tion,  libel,  or  accufation,  for  any  criminal  caufe, 
^  till  the  informer  or  promoter  fhall  have  given  fuch 
'  fecurity  as  aforefaid  :  And  the  perfon  making  out 
^  any  citation,  fummons,  or  other  procefs,  fhall,  at 

*  the  time  of  making  it  out,  indorfe  it  with  the  name 

'  '  2  «  and 
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*  and  place  of  abode  of  the  informer  and  fureties : 

*  And  any  officer  of  any  ecclefiaftical  court,  making 

*  out  or  iffuing,  or  caufing  to  be  made  out  or  ifTued, 
^  any  citation,  fummons,  or  other  procefs,  againft 

*  any  perfon,  before  fuch  furety  given,  or  negleding 

*  to  indorfe  the  name  and  place  of  abode  of  fuch  in- 

*  former  and  furety  as  aforefaid,  fhall 

*  And  every  perfon 
'  ferving  any  citation,  fummons,  or  other  procefs, 
^  in  any  criminal  caufe,  not  indorfed  as  aforefaid, 
'  ihair 

*  And  all  proceedings  in  any  criminal  caufe,  without 

*  fuch  fecurity  taken  as  aforefaid,  are  hereby  decla- 

*  red  to  be  And  every 
^  prodlor,  apparitor,  or  other  ecclefiaftical  officer, 

*  being  informer  or  promoter,  or  exhibiting  any  ar- 
'  tides,  information  or  libel  in  his  own  name,  or  at 

*  his  own  promotion,  in  any  criminal  caufe,  in  any 
'  ecclefiaftical  court,  fhall  be  deemed  a 

and  Ihall, 


'  y^nd  he  it  farther  enaBed^  by  the  authority  afore- 

*  faid.  That  in  all  fuits  and  profecutions,  ftiled^r^ 
'  falute  an'ima^  or  pro  reformatione  morum^  or  for  any 
<  other  criminal  caufe,  if  the  party  accufed  fhall  at 
^  any  time  before  judgment  fuggeft,  (without  oath) 
•^  that  he  or  fhe  is  not  guilty  of  the  crime  laid  to  his 
'  or  her  charge,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and 
'  for  any  of  his  Majefty's  courts  of  record,  (who  now 

*  have  power  to  grant  prohibitions)  to  grant  a  pro- 

*  hibition  to  any  ecclefiaftical  court  where  fuch  fuit 

*  or  profecution  is  depending ;  the  judge  or  judges 
'^  whereof,  immediately  upon  receipt  of  fuch  writ  of 
'  prohibition,  are  hereby  required  to  certify,  under 

*  the  feal  of  the  court,  the  original  libel,  articles,  or 

*  information  againft  fuch  perfon,  and  return  the 
'  fame,  together  with  the  bond  entered  into  by  the 

*  informer  and  his  furety  as  aforefaid,  into  the  court 

*  from 
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*■  from  which  the  prohibition  ifllied,  who  are  hereby 

*  impowered  on  the  defendant's  pleading  not  giiil- 

*  ty  to  the  faid  hbel,  articles,  or  information,  to  try 

*  the  fame  by  a  jury  of  twelve  men  of  the  county, 

*  where  the  offence  is  laid  to  be  committed,  in  like 

*  manner  as  indictments  removed  by  certiorari  from 

*  inferior  courts  are  tried  :  And  if  the  perfon  accufed 
'  on  fuch  trial,  fhall  be  convided  of  the  crime  or 
'  crimes  laid  to  his  or  her  charge,  the  faid  court,  out 

*  of  which  the  prohibition  iffued,  is  hereby  di  reded 

*  to  grant  a  writ  of  confultation,  and  fend  back  the 

*  faid  original  libel  to  the  ecclefiaftical  court,   out  of 

*  which  the  caufe  was  removed,  that  the  faid  eccle- 

*  fiaflical  court  may  proceed  to  inflid  fuch  ecclefia- 
^  ftical  cenfures,  as  they  may  do  by  law  :  But  if  the 

*  perfon  accufed  fhall  be  acquitted  on  fuch  trial,  then 

*  it  fliall  be  lawful  for  fuch  court,  granting  the  pro- 

*  hibition  as  aforefaid,  to  allow  the  defendant 

*  coils  in  both  courts,  and  to  inforce  the 

*  payment  of  the  faid  colts,  by  attachment  againfl 

*  the  informer  and  fureties,  as  in  cafes  of  coils  in  o- 

*  ther  adlions ;  and  all  proceedings  in  fuch  criminal 

*  caufes,  contrary  to  fuch  writ  of  prohibition  fucd 

*  forth  and  delivered  to  tht  j^Jdge  ot  any  ecclefi- 
"-  aftical  court,  fhall  be 


*  And  he  it  farther  ena5fed^  by  the  authority  afore- 
faid. That  upon  proof  by  that  a 
citation,  or  other  procefs  to  appear  in  the  faid  ec- 
clefiailical  courts,  hath  been  perfonally  ferved  on 
the  defendant  in  liich  fuit,  or  left  with  the  wife  or 
fervant  of  fuch  defendant,  at  his  or  her  dwelling- 
houfe,  or  ufual  place  of  abode,  if  the  defendant  fo 
ferved  ihall  not  appear,  by  him  or  herfelf,  or  by 
his  or  her  pro6lor  or  attorney,  at  the  time  and 
place  appointed  by  that  citation  or  procefs,  a  fe- 
cond  citation  or  procefs,  indorfed  as  aforefaid,  Ihall 
ifluej  which  being  proved  on  oath  to  be  ferved  in 

*  like 
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*  like  manner,  and  the  defendant  negledling  to  appear 

*  by  him  or  herfelf,  or  by  his  or  her  proftor  or  at- 
,'  torney,  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  by  fuch 

*  fecond  citation  or  procefs,  the  judge  of  the  ecclefi- 

*  aflical  court,  out  of  which  fuch  citation  or  procefs 

*  fhall  have  ifTued,  Ihall  certify  the  fame  under  his 
<  hand  and  feal ;  upon  which  certificate  it  ihall  be 
'  lawful  for  the  high  court  of  Chancery  to  illlie  a  writ 
'  of  conuimacy,  in  the  form,  or  to  the  effed  here- 
'  after  prefcribed,  to  compel  the  defendant  or  de- 
'  fendants  to  appear  at  the  return  of  the  writ  in  the 
'  faid  ecclefiaftical  courts,  either  perfonally,  or  by 
'  his  or  her  pro6lor  or  attorney,  which  if  the  defen- 
'  dant  fhall  refufe  or  negled  to  do,  a  fecond  writ  of 

*  contumacy  Ihall  ilTue,    and  fo  from  time  to  time, 

*  until  the  defendant  or  defendants  fhall  perfonally 

*  or  by  his,   her,  or  their  prodor  or  attorney,  ap- 

*  pear  in  the  faid  ecclefiaftical  court ;  upon  which 
'  writ  of  contumacy  the  fheriffs  fhall  return  ififues, 
'  and  proceed  in  every  refpe6l  in  the  fame  manner, 
'  as  they  now  do  on  procefs  of  diftrefs  iiluing  out  of 

*  any  of  the  courts  at  Weftminfier  againft  privileged 
'  perfons  or  corporations  •,  which  faid  writ  of  contu- 

*  macy  fhall  be  in  the  form  and  to  the  effed  follow- 

*  ing,  videlicet. 

GEORGE  the  Second,  by  the  2;race 
of  God,  of  Great  Britain^  France 
and  Ireland  King,  defender  of  the 
faith,  d^c.     To  the  fherifF  of 

Greeting : 

WHEREAS  it  hath  been  certified  to  us^  under 
the  hand  and  feal  of  E.  F.  that  C.  D.  of 

hath 
been  twice  duly  cited  to  appear  before  him  the  faid  E. 
F.  in  courts  to  anfwer  to 

notwithfianding  which  ci- 
'  tations 
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"^  iations^  the  [aid  C.  D.  hath  hitherto  contumacioufiy 

*  refufed  or  negle8fed  to  appear^  either  by  himfelf^  or 

*  his  proElor  or  attorney^  in  the  faid  court :    We  do 

*  therefore  (according  to  theftatiite  in  that  cafe  lately 

*  made  and  provided)  hereby  command  you  to  diftrain 
*-  the  faid  C.  D.  by  all  his  goods  and  chattels  in  your 
'  bailizvic^  fo  that  neither  he,  nor  any  one  for  him^  do 

*  intermeddle  therewith^  until  you  fhall  have  other  com- 

*  mand  in  that  behalf  from  us^  and  that  you  anfwer  us 

*  for  the  iffues  of  the  fame,  fo  that  you  thereby  compel 

*  the  faid  C.  D.  to  appear  by  himfelf  or  his  pro^or  or 

*  attorney^  in  the  faid  court,  the 

*  day  of 

«  Witnefs  curfelf  at  Weftminller, 

*  the 

'-  day  of 

'  And  be  it  farther  enabled,  by  the  authority  afore- 

*  faid.  That  no  money  hereafter  to  be  paid  by  any 

*  offender  in  any  criminal  caufe,    as  commutation 

*  of  penance,  or  in  lieu  of,  or  to  excufe  the  offender 

*  from  any  kind  of  penance,  fhall  be  paid  to,  or  re- 
*•  ceived  by  any  perfon  whatfoever,  except  to  the  o- 

*  verfeer  or  overleers  of  the  poor  of  the  parifh,  or 
'  place,  v/here  fuch  offence  fhall  have  been  commit- 
'  ted ;  which  fum  or  funis  of  money,  being  received 

*  by  the  overleers,  is  and  are  hereby  diredied  to  be 
^  diff  ributed  by  them,  among  the  poor  of  the  parifh 
^  or  place  where  fuch  offence  was  committed,  in  fuch 
«  manner  as  fhall  be  dire6led  by  juflices  of  the 
'  peace  refiding  in  or  near  fuch  parifh  or  place  ;  and 

*  every  perfon  (other  than  fuch  overfeer  or  overfeers, 
'^  as  aforefaid)  receiving  any  fuch  money  for  commu- 

*  ration  of  penance,  and  every  perfon  paying  any 
^  fuch  money  for  commutation  of  penance,  to  any 

*  perfon  (except  the  faid  overfeer  or  overfeers)  and 
-  every  fuch  overfeer  or  overfeers  refufing  or  negledt- 
^  ing,  for  the  fpace  of  days,  to  diflribute  the 
^  feid  fum  or  fums  of  money  according  to  fuch  di- 

*  region 
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*  redion  of  the  faid  juftices,  as  aforefaid  fhall  re- 
'  fpedively,  in  any  or  either  of  thefe  cafes 

'  And  it  is  hereby  farther  ena^ed^    That  all  pro- 

*  fecutions  fhall  be  commenced  in  the  faid  courts, 
'  within  the  fpace  of  after  the 
'  crirne  or  offence  committed,    and  that  no  perfon 

*  iliall  be  profecuted  twice  for  the  fame  offence. 

*  And  it  is  hereby  farther  ena5led^  by  the  authority 
'  aforefaid.  That  no  perfon  who  fhall  be  excom- 
'  municated  after 

'  lliall  incur  by  fuch  excommunication  any 

*  legal  difability  whatfoever  \  but  every  perfon  ex- 

*  communicated  lliall  enjoy  all  privileges  and  bene- 
'  fits  of  the  law,  in  as  full  and  ample  a  manner,  as 
'  if  they  had  never  been  excommunicate{^  ;  any 
^  law,  ufage  or  cuflom  to  the  contrary  thereof  m  any 
'  wife  notwithilanding. 

*  And  it  is  hereby  farther  enaiied^  That  no  judge, 

*  officer,  or  any  other  perfon  belonging  to  any  ec- 

*  clefiaftical  court,  Ihall,  ex  officio^  make  out  or  iffue, 

*  or  caufe  or  fuffer  to  be  made  out  or  iffued,  any 
'  citation,  fummons,  or  other  procefs,  to  com.pel  or 

*  oblige  any  perfon  to  prove  any  will,    or  to  take 

*  out  letters  of  adminiftration,  unlefs  fome  legatee, 

*  creditor,  relation  of  the  deceafed,  or  perfon  con- 

*  cerned  in  interefl  in  the  eftate  of  the  deceafed,  Ihall 
^  apply  to  the  faid  court  for  the  fame ;  and  every 

*  judge,  officer  or  other  perfon  belonging  to  any 
"-  fuch  court,  making  out,  or  iffuing,  or  caufmg  or 

*  fuffering  to  be  made  out  or  iffued,  any  fuch  cita-^ 
'  tion,  fummons  or  procefs,  contrary  to  the  intent 
'  and  meaning  of  this  a6t,  or  negledling  or  refufing 

*  to  cite  the  executors,  or  next  of  kin  of  any  decea* 

*  fed  perfon,  upon  application  of  any  legatee,  ere- 
^  ditor,  or  fuch  relation  as  aforefaid,  ihali 

On 
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S'^iihing  On  Thurfday  the  19th  day  of  April,  it  was  re- 
into  frauds,  foived,  nemim  contradicente.  That  a  Committee 
fhould  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  frauds  and 
abufes  in  the  cudoms,  to  the  prejudice  of  trade  and 
diminution  of  the  revenue  :  That  the  number  of 
the  faid  Committee  fhould  be  one  and  twenty  *,  and 
that  the  faid  Committee  fhould  be  chofen  by  way  of 
balloting  :  And  it  was  ordered.  That  the  members 
of  the  houfe  fhould  upon  Tuefday  then  next  at  1 2 
of  the  clock,  prepare  lifts  to  be  put  into  glafles, 
of  one  and  twenty  perfons  names  to  be  the  faid  Com- 
mittee. Accordingly  on  'Tuefday  the  faid  order  of 
the  day  being  read,  Mr.  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending 
the  houfe,  was  ordered  to  go  with  the  mace  into 
Wefiminfter-hall,  and  into  the  court  of  requeils  arid 
places  adjacent,  and  fummon  the  members  there  to 
attend  the  fervice  of  the  houfe ;  and  he  being  return- 
ed, the  clerk  and  clerk-afTiflant  went  along  each 
fide  of  the  houfe  with  glafies,  and  received  from  the 
members,  the  lifts  df  perfons  names  to  be  the  faid 
Committee,  which  were  brought  up  to  the  table ; 
and  then  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  examine  the 
faid  lifts,  and  report  to  the  houfe  upon  which  twenty 
one  perfons  the  majority  had  fallen. 

Upon  this  occafion  it  appeared  that  there  had  been 
two  principal  lifts  prepared,  and  either  the  one  or 
the  other  had  been  given  in,  with  little  or  no  variation, 
by  all  the  members  of  the  houfe  then  attending. 
The  lift  which  was  prefumed  to  have  been  prepared 
by  the  court-party,  confifted  of  the  following  gtn- 
tlemen,^/2;.  Sir  7^Z?«  C^/)^,  Baronet,  Thomas  Clutter- 
hucke,  Efqj  Sir  William  Clayton,  Baronet,  Stephen 
Fox^  Efq-,  Richard  Edgcomhe,  Efq-,  the  hon. //<f;^ry 
Pelham,  Efq;  Sir  John  Heathc ate,  Bart.  Sir  Philip 
Torke^  Knt.  William  Clayton,  Efq;  Anthony  Lowther, 
Efq;  Sir  George  Oxenden,  Bart.  Charles  T'albot,  Efq; 
George  Wade,  Efq;  John  Caynphell  of  Pembroke/hire, 
U^q-,Dmcan  Forbes^  Efq;  Sir  Thomas  Frankland,  Bart. 

Thomas 
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Thomas  JVinnington^  Efq-,  Lord  Hervey^  George  Bod-^ 
dington  of  Eaftbury^  Efq-,  Horatio  Walple^  Efq;  Sir 
William  Tonge^  Bart. 

Next  day  the  Lord  Vere  Beauderk  reported  from 
the  faid  Committee,  That  the  majority  had  fallen 
upon  thofe  named  in  his  report,  who  were  all  the 
fame  with  thofe  contained  in  the  above  lift,  prefumed 
to  have  been  preparcd  by  the  court-party,  without 
fo  much  as  one  gentleman's  being  left  out  that  was 
in  that  lift,  nor  any  one  put  in,  whofe  name  had 
been  in  the  other  lift. 

This  Committee  did  accordingly  examine  into 
thofe  frauds,  and  did  make  a  report,  but  little  more 
was  done  in  this  affair. 

On  Friday  the  20th  of  April,  a  petition  of  the J;"^^^^^^^' 
druggifts,  and  grocers,  china-men,  and  others  deahng 
in  coffee,  ^c,  was  prefented  to  the  houfe  and  read, 
fetting  forth,  that  by  an  ad  pafled  in  the  tenth  year 
of  King  George  I.  intitled.  An  a5lfor  repealing  cer- 
tain duties  therein  mentioned,  payable  upon  coffee,  &c. 
imported,  and  for  granting  certain  inland  duties  in  lieu 
thereof,  &c.  the  petitioners  v;ere  made  to  hope,  that 
the  duties  arifmg  from  the  faid  commodities  would 
be  better  fecured,  and  the  intereft  of  the  fair  trader 
better  fupported  \  but  that  the  petitioners  had  found 
themfelves,  from  fatal  experience,  fubjedVed  to  laws 
moft  opprefTive  and  injurious  to  trade  ;  were  depri- 
ved of  the  privileges  of  juries,  and  fubjeded  to  the 
judicial  determination  of  commilTioners,  and  to  the 
inquifition  and  infpeclion  of  perfons  unknown  to 
them,  who  entered  their  houfes  at  pleafure,  and  to 
whom  they  were  made  accountable  for  all  their  deal- 
ings •,  and  after  having  paid  duty  for  their  goods, 
had  not  liberty  to  fell  the  fame  without  permits  from 
the  officers  of  excife,  expreffing  the  names  and  places 
of  abode  of  the  refpedive  buyers  and  fellers,  to  the 
great  damage  of  the  petitioners,  and  the  expofing 
tlie  extent  and  circumftances  of  their  trade  to  the 

faid 
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faid  officers,  and  to  whomfoever  they  thought  fit  to 
communicate  the  fame  ;  and  were  fubjed:  to  fevere 
forfeitures  for  errors  or  negle6l  of  entries  in  their 
books,  which  were  abfolutely  unavoidable  ;  and  were 
moreover,  by  a  claufe  in  an  adl  of  the  1 1  th  of 
King  George  I.  liable  to  be  examined  upon  oath 
touching  the  entries  in  their  books,  and  in  cafe  of 
negled  or  refufal  were  fubjed  to  heavy  fines ;  that 
by  thefe  grievances  the  petitioners,  as  they  conceived, 
were  in  a  worfe  condition  than  any  of  his  Majefty's 
fubjefts,  and  that  the  clandeftine  importation  of  tea 
Was  never  at  a  greater  height  than  at  that  prefent 
time,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  revenue,  and  the  ruin 
of  the  fair  traders,  who  only  were  fubjedt  to  thofe  op- 
prefTive  laws  ♦,  and  therefore  praying  that  the  houfe 
would  give  them  fuch  relief,  as  co  their  great  wifdom 
ihould  feem  meet.  Upon  this  petition  a  motion  was 
made,  and  the  queftion  was  put,  that  the  petition 
fhould  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
houfe  •,  but  it  pafTed  in  the  negative,  250  againfl 
150  *,  tho'  the  generality  without  doors  were  of  opi- 
nion, that  the  petitioners  did  really  labour  under 
great  hardfhips,  and  would  have  fully  proved  moft 
of  the  fadis  fet  forth  in  their  petition,  if  the  fame 
had  been  referred  to  a  Committee. 

f^^rseV""  On  Friday  the  27th  day  of  Aprils  a  motion  was 
accounts,  made,  that  the  diredors  of  the  Soiith-Sea  company 
fhould  lay  before  the  houfe  an  account  of  what  fums 
of  money,  South-Sea  flock,  and  South-Sea  annuities^ 
had  been  received  from  the  truflees  for  raifing  mo- 
ney on  the  eflates  of  the  late  dire6lors  of  the  South- 
Sea  company,  and  others,  diflinguifhing  the  time  of 
fuch  receipts,  and  the  application  thereof,  with  all 
the  orders  and  dire6tions  of  the  general  courts  of  the 
faid  company  relating  to  the  difpofition  thereof  But 
upon  putting  the  queflion,  it  likewife  had  the  ill  fate 
to  pafs  in  the  negative. 

On 
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On  Monday  the  30th  of  ApriU  the  ingroflfed  bill  ^^JJ^^^^r^^e- 
to  prevent  the  infamous  pradlice  of  flock-jobbing  Jobbing!  ' 
was  (according  to  order)    read  the  third  time.     Of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy,  mz. 

A  Bill  to 'prevent  the  infamous  practice  offtock-johhing, 

«  X'TTHEREAS  great  inconveniences  have 

*  VV  arifen,  and  do  daily  arife,  by  the  wicked, 
'  pernicious  and  deftru6live  pradice  of  flock-job- 
'  bing,  wherebymany  of  hisMajefly'sfubjedshave 

*  been  and  are  diverted  from  purfuing  and  exercifing 
'  their  lawful  trades  and  vocations,  to  the  utter  ruin 
'  of  themfelves  and  families,    to  the  great  difcou- 

*  ragement  of  induftry,  and  to  the  manifeft  detri- 
'  ment  of  trade  and  commerce ;  For  remedy  whereof^ 

*  May  it pleafe your  moft  excellent   MAJESTT% 

*  That  it  may  be  ena5led ;  And  be  it  ena5led^  by  the 

*  King's  mofl:  excellent  Majefly,   by  and  with  the 

*  advice  and  confent  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  tem- 

*  poral,  and  Commons,    in  this  prefent  Parliament 

*  aflembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  that 
'  all  contrails  and  agreements  whatfoever,  which 

*  fliall  from  and  after  the 

*  be  made  or  entered  into  by  or  between  any  perfon 
'  or  perfons  whatfoever,    for  delivering,  afligning, 

*  transferring,  receiving,  accepting,  putting,  or  refu- 

*  fingany  public  or  joint  flock,   or  other  public  fe- 

*  curities  whatfoever,  or  any  part,  fhare,  or  interefl 

*  therein,  and  fhall  not  be  exprefly  flipulated,  de- 

*  clared,  and  agreed  to  be  performed  within  the  fpace 
'  of 

'  from  the  making  thereof;  and  alfo  all  wagers  and 

*  contracts  in  the  nature  of  wagers,  relating  to  the 
'  then  prefent  or  future  price  or  value  of  any  fuch 
«  flock  or  fecurities  aforefaid,  fhall  be 

Vol.  XI.  I  *  to 
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*  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  whatfoever  ; 

*  and  all  premium?,  fum  or  fums  of  money  whatfo- 
'  ever,  which  fhall  be  given,  received,  paid  or  de- 

*  livered,  upon  all  contra6ts  or  agreements  not  ex- 

*  prefly  ftipulated,  declared,  or  agreed  to  be  per- 
'  formed  within 

*  from  the  making  thereof,  or  upon  any  fuch  wagers 

*  or  contrads  in  the  nature  of  wagers,  as  aforefaid, 

*  fhall  be  reilored  and  repaid  to  the  perfon  or  per- 

*  fons,  who  fhall  give,  pay,  or  deliver  the  fame,  who 

*  fhall  be  at  hberty  within 

*  from  and  after  the  ma- 

*  king  fuch  contrail  or  agreement,    or  laying  any 
'  fuch  wager,  to  fue  for  and  recover  the  fame  from 

*  the  perfon  or  perfons   to  whom  the  fame  is  or 

*  fhall  be  paid,  or  delivered  with 


And  it  fhall  be  fufficient  therein  for  the 
plaintiff  to  al ledge.  That  the  defendant  is  indebted 
to  the  plaintiff,or  has  received  to  the  plaintiff's  ufe, 
the  money  or  premium  fo  paid  or  received,  where- 
by the  plaintifl's  adion  accrued  to  him,  according 
to  the  form  of  iliis  ftatute,  without  fetting  forth  the 
fpecial  matter ;  and  in  cafe  the  perfon  or  perfons, 
who  fhall  pay  or  deliver  fuch  money  or  premium, 
as  aforefaid,  fhall  not,  within  the  time  aforefaid 
really  and  bonajide^  without  covin  or  collufion,  fue, 
and  with  effec^t  profecute  for  the  money  or  pre- 
mium fo  by  him  or  them  paid,  given,  or  delivered, 
as  aforefaid,  then  it  fliall  and  may  be  lawfi.1l  to  and 
for  any  other  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  within 

months  next  after  the  miaking  fuch  con- 
trad  or  agreement,  or  laying  any  fuch  wager,  as 
aforefaid,  by  any  fuch 

againfl  any 
fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  who  fhall  receive  or  take 
the  fame. 

^  4ni 
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'  Aid,  for  the  better  difcovery  of  the  monies  or 

*  premium,  which  fliall  be  given,  paid  or  dehvered, 

*  and  to  be  fiied  for  or  recovered,  as  aforefaid,  //  is 

*  hereby  farther  ena^led^  by  the  authority  aforefaid, 
'  That  all  and  every  tlie  perfon  or  perfons,  who  by 
<  virtue  of  this  prefent  ad;  lliall  or  may  be  liable  to 
'  be  fued  for  the  fame,  fhall  be  obliged  and  compel- 

*  led  to  anfwer  upon  oath  fuch  bill,  as  fhall  be  pre- 
'  ferred  againfl  him  or  them  for  difcovering  any  fuch 
'  contrad:  or  wager,  and  the  fum  of  money  or  pre- 

*  mium  fo  given,  paid  or  delivered,  as  aforefaid. 

'  And  he  it  farther  ena5ied^  by  the  authority  afore- 

'  faid.  That  all  and  every  perfon  or  perfons  whatfo- 

'  ever,  who  fhall  enter  into,   make  or  execute  any 

'  fuch  contrad,  bargain  or  agreement,  not  exprefly 

'  flipulated  or  agreed  to  be  performed  within 
'  after  the  making  thereof,  as  aforefaid,  or 

*  Ihall  lay  any  fuch  wager,  or  make  any  fuch  con- 

*  trad:  in  nature  of  a  wager,  as  aforefaid,  except 
'  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  who  fhall  adually  and  bona 
'  fide^  without  covin  or  collufion,  fue,  and  with  ef- 
'  fed  profecute  for  the  recovery  of  the  money  or 

*  premium,  given,  delivered,  or  paid  by  him,  her, 
'  or  them,  as  aforefaid,  and  alfo  except  fuch  perfon 

*  or  perfons,  who  fhall  difcover,  and  adually  and 
'  bona  fide ^  without  covin  or  collufion,  repay  fuch 
'  monies  or  premiums,  as  he,  ^h.^^  or  they  fhall  have 
'  had,  taken,  received,  or  been  paid   as  aforefaid  \ 

*  and  alfo  all  and  every  brokers,  agents,  fcriveners, 
^  or  other  perfons,  negotiating,  tranfading,  or  wri- 

*  ting  any  fuch  contrad,  bargain,  or  agreement,  apt 
'  to  be  performed  within 

*  after  the  making  thereof  as  aforefaid,  fnall 

,  *  And^  for  preventing  the  evil  pradice  of  com- 
'*  pounding,  or  making  up  differences  for  ftocks,  pr 

*  other  fecurities,  bought,  fold,  or  at  any  time  here- 

*  after  to  be  agreed  fo  to  be.   Be  it  farlher  cna^^d^ 

I  2  ^  by 
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'  by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That  no  money  or  other 

*  confideration  whatibever,  fiiall  from  and  after  the 

*  be  vo- 

*  luntarily  given,  paid,    had,  or  received,  for  the 
'  compounding,  fatisfying,  or  making  up  any  diffe- 

*  rence  for  the  not  dehvering,  transferring,  having  or 

*  receiving  any  pubhc  or  joint  flock,  or  other  pub- 

*  lie  fecurities,    or  for  the  not  performing  of  any 

*  contrad  or  agreement  fo  ftipulated  and  agreed  to 

*  be  performed,  but  that  all  and  every  fuch  contradl 

*  and  agreement  fhall  be  fpecifically  performed  and 
••  executed  on  all  fides,    and  the  flock  or  fecurity 

*  thereby  agreed  to  be  alTigned,  transferred,  or  de- 

*  livered,  Ihall   be  a6lually  lb  done,  and  the  mo- 

*  ney    or     other    confideration     thereby    agreed 

*  to  be  given  and  paid  for  the  fame,  fhall  alfo  be 

*  adlually  and  really  given  and  paid  -,  and  all  and  e- 

*  very  perfon  and  perfons  whatfoever,  who  fhall  from 
'  and  after  the 

'  voluntarily  compound,  makeup,  pay,  fatisfy,  take 

*  or  receive  fuch  difference,  money,  or  other  confi- 
'  deration  whatibever,  for  the  not  delivering,  tranf- 

*  ferring,  afTigning,  having  or  receiving  fuch  ftock 
'  or  other  fecurity  lb  to  be  agreed  to  be  delivered, 

*  transferred,  afTigned,  had  or  received,  as  aforefaid, 
'  ihall 


'  And  whereas  it  is  a  frequent  and  mifchievous 
pradlice  for  perfons  to  fell  and  difpofe  of  flocks  or 
other  fecurities,  of  which  they  are  not  pofTefTed, 
Be  it  therefore  farther  ena5fed^  by  the  authority  a- 
forefaid.  That  all  contradls  and  agreements  whatfo= 
ever,  which  fhall  from  and  after  the  faid 


«  be  made  or  entered  into  for  the  buying,  fel- 

*  ling,  afTigning,  or  transferring  of  any  public   or 
^  joint  flock  or  ftocks,or  other  public  fecurities  what- 

'  foever 
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*  foever,  or  of  any  part,  fhare  or  interefl  therein, 

*  whereof  the  perfon  or  perfons  con  trading  or  agree- 
'  ing,  or  on  whofe  behalf  the  contrad  or  agreement 

*  fhall  be  made  to  felJ,  aflign,  or  transfer  the  fame, 
'  fhall  not,  at  the  time  of  making  fuch  contrad  or 

*  agreement,  be  a6tually  poflefied  of,  or  intitled  un- 
'  to,  in  his,  her,  or  their  own  right,  or  in  his,  her, 

*  or  their  own  name  or  names,  fhall  be  null  and  void 
'  to  all  intents  and  piirpofes  whatfoever ;  and  all 
'  and  every  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  corttrading 
'  or  agreeing,  or  on  whofe  behalf,  and  with  whofe 
^  confent,  any  contrad  or  agreement  fhall  be  made, 

*  to  fdl,    allign,  or  transfer  any  public  or  joint 

*  flock  or  flocks,  or  other  public  fecurities,  where- 
'  of  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  fhall  not,  at  the  time 
'  of  making  fuch  concrad  or  agreement,  be  a6lual- 

*  ly  pofTefled  of  or  intitled  unto,  in  his,  her,  or 
^  their  own  name  or  names,  or  rights,  as  aforefaid, 
'  fhall 


And  all  and  every  broker  or  brokers,  agent 
or  agents,  who  fliail  negotiate,  tranfadl,  or  inter- 
meddle in  the  making,  or  procuring  to  be  made, 
any  fuch  contrad  or  agreement,  as  aforefaid,  and 
fhall  know,  that  the  perfon  or  perfons,  by  whom 
or  on  whofe  behalf  fuch  contradl  or  agreement  fhall 
be  made,  is  or  are  not  pofiefTed  of,  or  intitled  un- 
to, the  ftock  or  fecurity,  concerning  which  fuch 
con  trad  or  agreement  fhall  be  made,  in  his,  her,, 
or  their  own  name  or  names,  or  right,  fhall  fgr 
every  fuch  offence 


*  j^nd  he  it  farther  enaEled^  by  the  authority  a- 
^  forefaidj  That  from  and  after  the  faid 
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all  and  every  broker  or  brokers,  or  other  perfon  or 
perfons,  who  fhall  negotiate  or  a6l  as  a  broker  in 
the  buying,  felling,  or  otherwife  difpofing  of  any 
of  the  faid  public  or  joint  flocks,  or  other  public 
fecurities,  fhall  refpedlively  keep  a  book  or  regifler, 
which  fhall  be  called  The  brokers  hook^  in  which  faid 
book  he  and  they  fhall  fairly,  juflly,  and  truly  en- 
ter all  contradls,  agreements  and  bargains,  that  he 
or  they  fhall  from  time  to  time  make  between  any 
perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  on  the  day  of  ma- 
king fuch  contra6l  or  agreement,  together  with  the 
names  of  the  principal  parties,  as  well  buyers  as 
fellers,  and  alfo  the  day  of  making  fuch  contradl  or 
agreement,  to  the  intent  and  purpofe  that  fuch  bro- 
ker or  brokers,  and  other  perfon  or  perfons,  ad- 
ing  or  negotiating  as  fuch,  as  aforefaid  fhall  from 
time  to  time  produce  fuch  book  or  regifler,  when 
thereunto  lawfully  required  \  and  in  cafe  fuch  bro- 
ker or  brokers,  or  any  other,  who  fhall  negotiate 
or  a6l  as  a  broker,  in  relation  to  any  the  matters 
aforefaid,  fhall  not  keep  fuch  book  or  regifler,  as 
aforefaid,  or  fhall  omit  to  enter  therein  fairly, 
juflly  and  truly,  any  fuch  contra6l,  bargain  or  a- 
greement,  as  aforefaid,  he  or  they  fhall  for  every 
fuch  offence  or  omifTion 


'  Provided  always^  that  nothing  in  this  a6l  con- 
tained, fhall  extend  or  be  conflrued  to  extend  to 
any  contrads  or  agreements  for  the  purchafe  or 
fale  of  any  flock,  annuities,  or  other  public  fecu- 
rities, to  be  made  with  the  privity  of  the  accoun- 
tant general  of  the  court  of  Chancery^  in  purfuance 
of  any  decree  or  order  of  the  faid  court ;  but  that 
all  fuch  contrad:s  and  agreements  may  be  made 
and  performed  in  the  fame  manner,  as  they  might 
have  been,  if  this  ac9:  had  never'beeh  made. 

Pro-' 
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*  Provided  always^  and  be  it  farther  enaBed^  by 
'  the  authority  aforcfaid,  that  this  prefent  a6l  fhall 

*  continue  and  be  in  force  from  the 

<  for  the  term 

'  of 

*  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  then  next  fefllou 

*  of  Parliament,  and  no  longer. 

This  bill,  in  its  procedure  through  the  houfe  of 
Commons,  met  with  little  or  no  oppofition  till  it 
came  to  the  third  reading :  But  upon  its  being  read 
the  third  time,  and  the  queftion  for  its  pafTiag  moved 
for,  William  Glanville^  Efq;  one  of  the  members  for 
Hythe  in  Kent^  flood  up,  and  fpoke  in  fubitance  as 
follows,  viz, 

*  Sir,  There  is,  in  my   opinion,   a  very  great  Mr.  G/^n- 

*  hardfhip  to  be  put,  by  the  bill  now  before  us,  up- fpeech. 
'  on  the  proprietors  of  the  public  funds.  As  the  law 

'  now  Hands,  a  gentleman  may  fell  his  eflate,  a  merr 
'  chant  or  tradefman  may  fell  his  goods,  every  man 

*  may  difpofe  of  his  property  by  a  bargain  for  time, 
'  or  in  whatever  manner  he  pleafes  :    But  by  this 

*  bill  the  creditors  of  the  public,  thofe  who  have  put 
'  their  trufl  in  the  public  faith,  are  to  be  laid  under 

*  a  particular  reflraint  \  a  reflraint  which  they  were 

*  no  way  fabjed  to  when  they  lent  their  money  to 
'  the  public  :  From  henceforth  they  mull  not  dif- 
'  pofe  of  their  property,  but  in  the  particular  man- 

*  ner  by  this  bill  prefcribed  ! 

'  I  am.  Sir,  as  great  an  enemy  to  flock-jobbing 

*  as  any  gentleman  in  this  houfe,  and  for  prevent- 
'  ing  that  pernicious  pra6lice,  I  fhall  be  glad  to  join 
^  in  any  meafures  which  are  not  deflru6bive  of  pub- 

*  lie  credit,  and  injurious  to  private  perfons,  with 
^  refpedl  to  the  free  ufe  of  their  property  ;  but,  as  J 

*  think  the  meafures  propofed  by  this  bill  will  cer- 
^  tainly  be  deflru6live  of  the  one,  and  injurious  to 

*  the  ptherj  therefpre  I  cannpt  let  it  pafs  with- 

1 4       '    "        '     *  out 
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*  out  taking  the  liberty  of  offering  my  objedlions  a- 
'  gainft  it. 

*  It  is  in  all  cafes  a  great  hardfliip  put  upon  peo- 

*  pie,  to  fubjed:  them  to  penalties  which  may  often 

*  by  meer  ignorance  be  incurred  *,  but  in  this  cafe 

*  the  hardfhip  is  the  greater,  becaufe  there  are  many 
^  proprietors  of  the  public  funds,    particularly  wo- 

*  men,  who  cannot  be  prefumed  to  be  readers  of 

*  adls  of  Parliament :  They  put  an  inti re  confidence 

*  in  their  brokers,  and,  if  the  broker  happens  to  ne- 

*  gledl  fome  of  the  forms  prefcribed,  the  moft  inno- 

*  cent  perfons  may  be  brought  under  great  penalties. 

*  Nay,  I  may  fay,  that  if  this  bill  pafles  into  a  law, 

*  it  will  always  be  in  the  power  of  two  or  three  bro- 
*^  kers  to  fubje6l  thofe  that  employ  them,  to  the  fe- 

*  vere  penalties  to  be  enaded  by  this  bill ;  for  if  two 

*  brokers  fhould  combine,  and  enter  in  their  books 
^  a  bargain  for  time,  as  made  between  two  of  their 

*  correspondents,  they  might  eafily  get  a  third  per- 

*  fon  to  combine  with  them,   and  to  inform  againft 

*  the  prefumed  buyer  and  feller  •,  the  brokers  books 

*  fworn  to  by  the  brokers,  whom  they  ufually  em- 
«  ployed,  would  be  a  ftrong  proof  againft  them  ;  and 
'  thus  two  innocent  men  might  be  brought  to  fuffer 

<  feverely  for  an  agreement  which  had  never  enter- 

*  ed  into  either  of  their  heads. 

*  It  often  happens.  Sir,  that  a  gentleman,  who 

<  forefees  that  he  Ihall   have  ufe  for  his  money  in 

*  three  or  four  months  time,  is  well  fatisfied  with  the 

*  price  his  flock  then  bears  ;  he  cannot  then  fell  out 

*  his  flock  for  ready  money,  becaufe  he  does  not 
'  know  what  to  do  with  his  money  in  the  mean  time: 

*  But  as  the  law  now  flands,  he  may  take  advantage 

*  of  the  then  current  price  of  flock,    he  may  fell  it 

*  out  at  that  price,  or  perhaps  at  an  advanced  price, 

<  to  be  delivered  only  when  he  knows  he  fhall  have 

*  occafion  for  the  money  -,  this  he  acquaints  his  bro- 
«  ker  of,  and  the  broker  may  probably  find  him  out 

*  a  man  who  likes  the  then  current  pricCa  and  ex- 

*  pedis 
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«  pedis  money  to  be  thrown  into  his  hands  in  three 

*  or  four  months,  which  he  refolves  to  employ  in 
'  that  fund  :  In  this  cafe  the  buying  and  felhng  for 

*  time  is  convenient  for  both,  and  it  is  not  to  be 
'  queftioned,  but,  that  many  are  encouraged  to  be- 

*  come  purchafers  of  {lock  upon  this  very  account  ; 

*  therefore  the  forbidding  of  any  fuch  agreement  for 

*  the  future,  will  not  only  prove  to  be  an  inconveni- 
'  ence  to  many  who  are  now  poflefTed  of  flock,  but 

*  will  prevent  fome  people's  becoming  purchafers, 

*  which,  of  confequence,  will  do  harm  to  the  pub- 
'  lie  credit  of  the  nation.' 

'  It  is  well  known.  Sir,  that  the  chief  fupport  of 

'  the  credit  of  our  public  funds  is  owing  to  the  rea- 

*  dy  accefs  people  have,  at  all  times,  to  the  money 

*  they  have  there  lodged  -,  but  this  ready  accefs  will, 
'  by  this  bill,  be  made  very  precarious,  to  all  rhofe 
'  who  fhall  hereafter  be  obliged  to  fell  at  once  all 
*-  the  property  they  have  in  any  particular  fund  : 
'  For,  if  the  purchafer  Ihould  fail  to  comply  with 

*  his  agreement,  the  feller  cannot,  upon  the  transfer 

*  day,  compound  the  difference  with  him,  and  fell 

*  out  his  (lock  to  another,  in  order  to  raife  the  mo- 

*  ney  he  has  immediate  ufe  for  :  No,  he  muft  fue 
'  the  man  he  fells  to,  and  for  that  end  he  mufl  make 

*  a  transfer  of  his  flock,  which  transfer  mufl  {land 

*  upon  the  books  during  the  whole  continuance  of 

*  the  fuit  ;  he  cannot,  in  the  mean  time,  fell  his 
'  flock  to  another,  for  if  he  did  fo,  he  would  not  be 

*  able  to  fhew,  at  the  trial,  that  he  had  made  a  fpe- 

*  cifical  performance  on  his  part,  and  confequently 

*  he  would  certainly  be  nonfuited,  and  obliged  to 
'  pay  co{ls.     This,  Sir,  will  be  a  mofl  intolerable 

*  grievance  upon  all  the  proprietors  of  our  pubhc 
'  funds,  and  will  make  many  of  them  refolve  to 
^  turn  their  money  to  fome  other  ufe.       sh  sd  ot  * 

*  I  mu{l  be  of  opinion,  that  the  making  a  law  to 
f  preventmen^'scoming  to  an  amicable  compofition 
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*  of  any  dirFcrence  that  may  be  between  them,  feems 
'  to  me  fomethiiig  extraordinary.  This  will  be  fuch 
'  a  difcouragement,  that   no  man,  I  believe,  will 

*  chui'e  to  become  a  purchafer  of  any  of  our  funds, 
'  when  he  knows  that  he  cannot  afterwards  fell  put 
'  his  ftock,  without  expofing  himfelf  to  the  danger 

*  of  being  involved  in  a  law-fuit,  to  which  he  is 

*  by  law  exprefly  prohibited  to  put  any  end  by  an 
'  amicable  agreement.  And  if  a  purchafer  fhould, 
'  by  any  difappointment,    be  difabled  to  comply 

*  with  the  purchafe  he  had  made,  but  was  willing 

*  to  pay  down,   in  ready  money,    the  difference, 

*  which  might  not,  perhaps,  amount  to  five  pounds, 

*  it  would  be  very  hard  to  oblige  him  to  (land  out 

*  a  lav/-fuit  to  the  very  lafb,  which  would  coll  him, 

*  at  leaft,  treble  that  money. 

'  That,  Sir,  of  obliging  a  man  to  anfwer  upon 

*  oath,  in  a  cafe  where  great  penalties,   may  be  in- 

*  curred,  feems  likewife  to  me  to  be  a  very  new  and 

*  and  a  vtry  extraordinary  fort  of  claufe  :  It  is  no 

*  way  confonant  to  tht  fpirit  of  our  laws,  to  oblige 
'  a  man  to  accufe  himfelf  ;  and  as  it  lays  a  founda- 

*  tion  for  every  perfon  that  pleafes  to  be  fo  mali- 
'  cious,  to  bring  a  bill  in  Chancery  againft  any  man, 

*  who  is,  or  ever  was  poffelTcd  of  any  of  our  public 

*  funds  ',  it  will  confcquently  be  a  great  difcourage- 
'  ment  to  any  man's  becoming  a  purchafer,  or  con- 

*  tinuing  to  be  a  proprietor  of  thofe  funds,  and 
^  will  of  courfe  tend  to  the  deftru6lion  of  all  public 

*  credit. 

*  Another  hardfhip  I  fliall  take  notice  of,  is,  Sir, 

*  that  if  this  bill  paffes,  no  man,  for  the  future,  can 

*  employ  a  merchant  to  buy  or  fell  flock  for  him  ; 

*  for  if  a  merchant  fhould  be  employed,  and  lliould 

*  charge  commiflion  for  his  trouble,  he  would  incur 

*  fome  of  the  penalties  of  this  bill,  unlefs  he  kept  a 
^  regular  book,  and  fairly  entered  therein  all  fuch 

*  tranfactions,  in  the  fame  manner  as  brokers  are  by 

*  this  bill  obliged  to  do. 

^  All 
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'  All  thefe,  Sir,  are  hardfhips,  which  I  think  the 
'  creditors  of  the  public  ought  not  to  be  lubjeded 
'  to,  and,  therefore,  I  cannot  give  my  confent  to 

*  the  pafling  of  this  bill.    I  would  fooner  have  taken 

*  notice  of  thefe  things,  but  there  happened  to  be 
'  fuch  a  noife  and  diilurbance  in  the  houfe  both  upon 

*  the  fecond  reading  of  this  bill,  and  likewife  when 

*  it  was  in  the  committee,  that  I  could  not  expert 
'  to  be  heard,  and  therefore  I  did  not  then  rife  up 
'  to  fay  any  thing  againft  it, 

William  Bowles^  Efq;  one  of  the  members  for 
Bridgeport  in  Borfetjhire^  fpoke  next  againft  the  bill's 
pafTing  ',  and  after  him. 

Sir  George  Cafwall  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows,  sir  George 
'  Sir,  It  is  evident  that  this  bill  will  be  extremely  fpi^chf^ 
'  inconvenient  to  all  the  proprietors,  or  dealers  in 
'  any  of  our  public  fecurities  :  The  words  of  it  are  fo 
'  general,  that  I  do  not  know  but  that  even  navy  bills, 
'  and  contrads  for  furnifliing  the  navy  with  provi- 
'  fions,  will  be  comprehended  ;  and,  if  they  are, 
'  the  ufual  way  of  dealing  in  fuch  affairs  will  be  in- 

*  tirely  prevented,  which  maybe  of  dangerous  con- 
'  fequence  to  the  nation  ;  for  it  is  well  known,  that 
'  thofe  who  contra6l  for  furnifhing  the  navy  with 
'  provifions,  feldom  or  .never  have  as  much  money  of 

*  their  own  as  is  fufficient  for  making  good  the  con- 

*  tradls  they  enter  into.  It  is  ufual  for  a  man  who 
'  has  not,  perhaps,  10,000/.  of  his  own,  to  contract 

*  for  furnifhing  the  navy  with  40,000  pounds  worth 

*  of  provifions  ;  and  in  luch  cafes  the  method  always 

*  hitherto  obferved,  is,  for  the  contra6ler,  as  foori 
'  as  he  has  made  fuch  contrad,  to  go  to  fome  mo- 

*  nied  man,  who  furniHies  him  with  what  money 
'  he  Hands  in  need  of,  upon  his  becoming  bound  for 
'  the  money  advanced,  with  intereft  from  the  date, 

*  and  obliging  himfelf  to  deliver  navy  bills,  at  the 

*  price  th^n  agreed  on,  equal  to  the  principal  money 

'  then 
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*  then  advanced,  and  the  intereft  that  fhall  in  the 
'  mean  time  grow  due. 

'  Theie  bills,  Sir,  I  look  on  as  publio^ecurities, 

*  becaufe  they  are  generally  every  year  provided  for 

*  by  parliament,  and  therefore  I  take  them  to  be 

*  within  the  general  words  of  this  bill  \  and  as  all 
'  fuch  bills  vary  a  great  deal  in  their  price,  info- 

*  much.  Sir,  that  I  have  known  them  at  five-and- 
'  forty  per  cent,  difcount,  it  will  for  the  future  be 

*  impoflible  for  thofe  who  contra6l  for  furnifhing  the 
^  navy  with  provifions,  to  enter  into  any  fuch  agree- 

*  ment  with  any  moneyed  man  whatever,  confe- 
'  quently  no  man  can  hereafter  contrad  for  furnilh- 
'  ing  the  navy  with  more  provifions  than  he  can 
'  purchafe  with  his  own  money,  which  will  of 
'  courfe  make  the  providing  for  the  navy  much  more 

*  difficult  than  heretofore.  This,  Sir,  is  one  very 
'  great  inconvenience,  which  muft  arife  from  this 
'  bill  ;  but  there  are  fo  many  others,  that,  in  my 

*  opinion,  the  title  of  the  bill  ought  to  be  altered, 

*  and  inftead  of  calling  it  a  bill  for  preventing  the 

*  fcandalous  pradice  of  flock-jobbing,  it  ought  to 
^  be  called  a  bill  for  the  deftroying  of  public  credit.* 

Sir  7o^^  Sir  John  Barnard  then  rofe  up,  and  fpoke  to  the 
jpeech.  *  effe<!?t  as  follows,  viz.  *  I  did  not  offer.  Sir,  to 
rife  up  fooner,  becaufe  as  we  are  now  upon  the 
third  reading  of  this  bill,  againll  which  there  were 
few  or  no  objedlions  made  in  any  part  of  its  pro- 
grefs  through  this  houfe,  I  was  willing  to  hear  all 
the  objections  that  were  to  be  made  againfl  it, 
before  I  rofe  up  to  anfwer,  that  I  might  thereby 
give  you  as  little  trouble  as  polTible.  I  am,  in- 
deed, furprifed  to  hear  any  gentleman  fay,  that 
there  was  upon  any  occafion,  fuch  a  noife  in  the 
houfe  that  he  could  not  be  heard  :  It  is  true,  when 
a  bill  is  a  pafTing,  which  is  thought  to  be  a  bill  of 
courfe,  there  are  but  few  gentlemen  give  great  at- 
tention to  it5  and  upon  fuch  occafions,  when  gen- 

5  tlem^a 
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'  tlemen  are  not  otherwife  employed,  they  w.ll  fall 
'  a  talkino-  with  one  another,  which  muft  ot  ccurle 
'  occafion°fome  little  noife  in  the  houfe.    But  every 
«  gentleman  knows,  that  upon  any  fuch  occafion, 
♦  whoever  inclines  to  fpeak  to  the  bill  in  hand,  may 
'  rife  up  and  call  to  the  chair  :  It  is  then  the  duty  ot 
'  the  chair  to  order  filence,  and  then  the  houfe  will 
'  become  attentive  to  the  gentleman  who  is  to  fpeak 
'  This  is  the  method  of  proceeding  in  this  houfe,  and 
'  this,  Sir,  you  have  always  taken  a  proper  care  to 
'  fee  punftually  obferved. 

'  I  wifli,  Sir,  with  all  my  heart,  that  the  gentle- 
'  men  had  made  their  objedions  to  this  bill  when  it 
<  was  before  the  committee,  for  then  it  might  have 
'  been  made  to  their  own  liking,  if  it  be  poffible  to 
'  make  any  fuch  bill  to  their  liking    When  any  bill 
«  is  brought  into  this  houfe,  it  is  ufual  for  all  gen- 
'  tlemen  who  have  a  mind  that  fome  bill  ot  that 
'  nature  fhould  pafs,  to  make  their  objeftions  to 
'  the  parts  of  it  they  find  fault  with,  either  upon  the 
'  fecond  reading,  or  upon  its  being  committed  ;  be- 
'  caufe,   that,  if  their  objeftions  be  well-founded, 
'  fuch  amendments  may  then  be  made  to  the  bill,  as 
'  may  obviate  all  objeaions  that  can  be  reafonably 
«  made  againft  it  :    But  when  gentlemen  have  no 
'  mind  that  any  bill  of  that  nature  fliould  pafs,  it  is 
«  well  known  that  they  referve  all  their  objeftions  to 
'  the  very  lafl,  in  order  to  throw  out  the  bill  upon 
'  its  third  reading  :  For  this  reafon  I  muft.  Sir,  have 
'  fome  fufpicion,  that  thofe  gentlemen,  who  now 
'  begin  to  make  their  objeftions  againft  tne  bill  we 
<■  have  at  prefent  before  us,  have  no  mind  that  any 

♦  fuch  bill  fhould  pafs,  as  would  effeftually  put  an 

♦  end  to  the  praftice  of  ftock-jobbmg. 

'  I  find.  Sir,  it  is  granted  upon  all  hands,  that 
'  the  praftice  of  ftock-jobbing  is  pernicious  to  the 
'  trade,  and  to  the  people  of  this  nation  =  This  then 
«  is  an  evil  that  ought  to  be  remedied  if  poHible  ; 
'  and  by  the  bill  now  before  us,  we  are,  at  leall  we 
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'  propofe  to  remedy  this  evil.  Now,  Sir,  in  all  fuch 
'  cafes,  it  is  certain  that  no  remedy  can  be  propofed, 
'  but  what  will  be  attended  with  fome  inconvenien- 
'  ces,  and  therefore  we  are  to  confxder  on  v/hich  fide 

*  the  ballance  lies ;  whether  the  inconveniences,  re- 

*  medied  by  the  law  propofed,  are  more  confidera- 

*  ble  than  the  inconveniences  that  may  be  occafioned 
'  thereby,  or  if  the  laft  be  more  confiderable  than  the 

*  firft  ?  If  we  judge  that  the  firfl  are  the  moft  con- 

*  fiderable,  we  are  furely  to  pafs  the  bill,  notwith- 
'  Handing  thofe  inconveniences  that  may  be  occa- 
'  fioned  thereby  :  If  we  judge  that  the  laft  are  the 
'  moft  confiderable,  we  are  to  throw  out  the  bill, 
'  and  rather  continue  under  the  former  evil  than 
'  fubjedl  ourfelves  to  a  greater.  This,  Sir,  is  cer- 
'  tainly  the  proper  rule  to  judge  by  in  the  prefent 
^  cafe,  and,  therefore,  by  this  rule  let  the  bill  now 

*  before  us  be  tried. 

'  The  many  bad  confequences  of  ftock-jobbing 
'  are,  I  believe,  well  known,  and  that  it  is  high 

*  time  to  put  an  end  to  that  infamous  pradlice,  is, 
'  what,  I  hope  moft  gentlemen  in  this  houfe  are 
'  convinced  of     It  is  a  lottery,  or  rather  a  gaming 

*  houfe,  publicly  fet  up  in  the  middle  of  the  city  of 

*  London^  by  which  the  heads  of  our  merchants  and 

*  tradefmen  are  turned  from  getting  a  livelihood,  or 
'  an  eftate  by  the  honeft  means  of  induftry  and  fru- 

*  gality,  and  are  inticed  to  become  gamefters  by  the 
'  hopes  of  getting  an  eftate  at  once.     It  is,  Sir,  not 

*  only  a  lottery,  but  a  lottery  of  the  very  worft  fort, 

*  becaufe  it  is  always  in  the  power  of  the  principal 

*  managers  to  beftow  the  benefit  tickets  as  they  have 

*  a  mind.    It  is  but  lately  fince,  by  the  arts  and  prac- 

*  tices  of  ftock-jobbing,  the  Eaft-India  ftock  was  run 

*  up  to  200  per  cent,  and  in  a  Httle  time  after  it  tum- 

*  bled  down  again  below  1 50  •,  feveral  millions  were 

*  loft  and  won  by  this  fmgle  job,  many  poor  men 

*  were  undone  j  fo  bare-faced  were  fome  men,  at 

«  that 
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that  time,  in  the  infamous  pradice  of  flock-job- 
bing, that  after  that  flock  began  to  fall,  they  fold 
it  cheaper  for  time  than  for  ready  money,  which 
no  man  wouki  have  done,  unkfs  he  had  been 
made  acquainted  with  the  fecret  which  came  after- 
wards to  be  unfolded,  but  v/as  then  known  to  a 
very  few. 

'  We  know.  Sir,  how  apt  mankind  are  in  their 
own  natures  to  become  gamefters  ♦,  but  in  this  game 
of  flock-jobbing,  our  merchants,  tradefmen,  and 
fhopkeepers,  are  prompted  not  only  by  their  own 
inclinations,  but  alfo  by  fome  of  their  acquaintance, 
who  have  taken  up  the  trade  of  being  brokers  in 
Exchange- Alley.  It  is  natural  for  men  to  endea- 
vour to  make  the  mofb  of  the  bufinefs  they  purfue  ; 
and  where  there  are  fuch  a  number  of  brokers,  we 
may  believe  that  fome  of  them  do  endeavour  to 
perfuade  all  thofe  of  their  acquaintance  to  become 
llock-jobbers.  The  broker  comes  perhaps  to  the 
merchant,  and  talks  to  him  of  the  many  fatigues 
and  dangers,  the  great  trouble  and  the  fmall  pro- 
fits that  are  in  his  way  of  trade  ;  and  after  having 
done  all  he  can  to  put  the  man  out  of  conceit  with 
his  own  bufinefs,  which  is  often  too  eafily  effe6lua- 
ted,  he  then  tells  him,  that  if  he  will  allov/  him 
to  dig  for  him  in  the  rich  mine  of  Exchange- Alley  ^ 
he  may  get  more  for  him  in  a  day,  tlian  he  could 
get  by  his  trade  in  a  twelve-month.  Thus  the  mer- 
chant is  perfuaded  ;  he  engages,  he  goes  on  for 
fome  time,  but  never  knows  what  he  is  a  doing 
till  he  is  quite  undone  :  His  jufl  creditors  are  iur- 
prifed  ;  what,  fay  they,  this  m.an  had  a  good  flock 
to  begin  with,  he  has  had  a  good  trade  for  feveral 
years,  he  never  lived  extravagantly,  what  is  be- 
come of  his  effeds  and  money  ?  They  inquire,  tfiey 
fearch  into  his  affairs,  and  at  iall  perhaps  they  find 
out  that  the  whole  v/as  gamed  away  by  Iiis  broker 
^  in  Exchange- Alley, 

'  This. 
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*  This,  Sir,  may,  for  what  I  know,  increafe  pub- 
'  lie  credit  for  a  time,  but  I  am  fure  it  is  a  great 
'  difcouragement  to  trade,  which  is  the  chief,  the 
'  only  folid  fupport  of  public  credit  ;  and  it  is  the 

*  ruin  of  all  private  credit,  it  deflroys  that  mutual 

*  faith  among  merchants,  by  which  only  our  trade 

*  can  be  made  to  profper  and  flourifh.  This,  Sir,  is 
'  a  domeflic  evil,  an  evil  which,  though  fatal  in  its 
'  confequences,  yet  does  not  perhaps  immediately 
'  draw  any  money  out  of  the  nation  ;  but  there  is  a 

*  foreign  evil  attending  the  game  of  flock-jobbing, 
'  by  which  the  nation  may  be  plundered  of  great 
'  fums  of  money  at  once.     It  is,  by  the  means  of 

*  ftock-jobbing,  always  in  the  power  of  every  fo- 
'  reign  court  to  raife  contributions  upon  this  nation 

*  whenever  they  pleafe  :  They  have  no  more  to  do, 

*  but  to  fend  over  and  order  a  great  deal  of  flock  to 
'  be  fold  out  at  the  current  price  for  time,  then  raife 
'  an  alarm  of  the  Pretender^  or  fome  fuch  alarm, 

*  by  which  they  may  make  all  our  public  funds 
'  fall  perhaps  20  per  cent,  and  fo  purchafe  in  flock 
'20  per  cent,  cheaper  than  they  fold,  in  order  to 
'  perform  their  part  of  the  contradls  they  had  bef(>re 
'  made  for  time.  Thus,  Sir,  they  may  make  a  har- 
'  vefl  of  the  fall  of  our  public  funds,  and  as  they 
'  know  befl  when  the  alarm  will  blow  over,  they 

*  may  make  a  new  harvefl  of  their  rife. 

'  Thefe,  Sir,  are  but  a  few  of  the  many  incon- 
'  veniences  that  arife  by  flock-jobbing.  Give  me 
'  leave  now  to  examine  thofe  inconveniences,  which 
'  'tis  pretended  will  be  occafioned  by  the  pafTing  of 
'  this  bill  into  a  law  :  As  to  ,the  real  and  honefl 
'  creditors  of  the  public,  I  have  as  great  a  regard 

*  for  that  faith  which  ought  to  be  preferved  towards 
'  them,  as  any  gentleman  whatever  -,  I  fhall  never 

*  be  for  doing  any  thing  that  may  lefTen  their  fecu- 
'  rity,  as  to  the  payment  either  of  the  principal  or 

*  intered,  and  I  wifh  that  every  gentleman  in  this 

*  houfe  was  of  the  fame  mind.     But  can  it  be  faid, 

'  that 
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*  that  the  making  fuch  regulations  as  the  public  good 

*  requires,  for  the  transferring  of  their  property  from 

*  one  to  another,  is  any  impeachment  of  the  public 

*  faith?  The  preventing  of  flock-jobbing,  isfofar 

*  from  being  a  breach  of  public  faith,  that  I  am  fure 
'  it  is  what  all  the  honeft  creditors  of  the  public  wifli 

*  and  defire  :  And  as  there  is  nothing  in  the  bill  that 

*  can  be  a  hardfliip  upon  any  fair  purchafer  or  feller, 
'  it  will  be  fo  far  from  being  defbru6live  to  public 
'  credit,  that  it  will  rather  increafe  it,  becaufe  it  will 

*  make  the  value  of  every  man's  properry  in  the  pub- 

*  lie  funds  more  certain  and  invariable  ;  for  all  thofe 
'  who  have  no  other  aim  but  to  receive  their  divi- 

*  dends  pun6tually,  and  to  have  their  principal  mo- 

*  ney  fecure,  chufe  to  be  in  that  fund  which  is  fub- 

*  jed:  to  the  feweft  and  leafl  mutations  ;  and  this  is 

*  the  reafon  that  we  always  fee  the  annuity  funds  bear 
'  a  higher  price  in  proportion,  than  any  of  our  tra- 
'  ding  flocks. 

'  To  fay,  that  no  penalty  ought  to  be  inflicted  on 

*  a  praflice  that  is  found  to  be  inconfiflent  with  the 
«  public  good,  becaufe  perfons  ignorant  of  the  law, 
^  may  thereby  fuffer,  feems  to  me.  Sir,  to  be  a  ve- 
'  ry  odd  pretence.  I  hope  gentlemen  will,  in  all 
'  other  cafes,  be  as  careful  of  inflicting  penalties  up- 
'  on  the  fubje6l :  It  is  indeed  what  never  ought  to  be 

*  done,  but  in  cafes  of  the  utmofl  neceflity  ;  but 

*  where  the  advancement  of  the  public  good,  or  the 

*  fecurity  of  private  property  can  be  come  at  in  no 

*  other  way,  it  mufl  be  done,  and  every  man  is  ob- 
'  liged  to  know  the  law,  or  to  apply  himfelf  to 
'  thofe  that  do.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  no  man  can 
'  by  ignorance  fubje6l  himfelf  to  the  penalties  pro- 

*  pofed  in  this  bill,  without  fome  diihoneft  intent ; 

*  for  I  am  convinced,  that  no  man  ever  did,  or  ever 
'  will,  either  buy  or  fell  ftock  for  time,  unlefs  he 

*  knows  more,  or  at  leafl  thinks  he  knows  more 
'  about  that  flock  than  the  man  to  whom  he  fells,  or 

*  from  whom  he  buys,  which  intention  is  certainly 

Vol.  XI.  K  *  not 
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'  not  very  fair,  though,  when  it  is  not  extended  too 

*  far,  it  may  be  neceflary  to  overlook  it  in  the  way 

*  of  commerce. 

*  This,  Sir,  leads  me  to  confider  the  pretended 
'  conveniences  of  bargains  in  flock  for  time.    Sup- 

*  pofe  a  gentleman  finds  he  muft  fell  out  his  flock 

*  three  mxonths  hence,:  fuppofe  another  expecls  mo- 
'  ney  in  three  months  time,  which  he  intends  to  lay 

*  out  on  the  purchafe  of  flock,  I  believe  neither  the 

*  one  will  purchafe,  nor  the  other  fell  till  that  time 

*  comes,  unlefs  he  knows,  or  thinks  he  knows  fome 

*  fecret  relating  to  that  ftock  which  other  people  are 

*  not  aware  of;  for  if  he  that  is  to  fell  expe6ls  no  va- 
'  nation  in  the  value  of  his  property,,  why  fhould  he 
'  fell  till  he  has  occafion  for  his'  m.oney  I  But  grant- 

*  ing  that  he  is  fo  much  fitistied  with  the  then  cur- 

*  rent  price,  that  he  abfolutely  relblves  to  fell  at  that 

*  very  time,  may  he  not  fell  for  ready  money,  and 

*  lodge  his  money  in  the  bank  till  he  has  occafion 
'  for  it,  fmce  no  man  can  pretend  but  that  his  mo- 
'  ney  is  as  fecure,   when  lodg'd  in  the  bank,  as  it 

*  can  be  in  any  of  our  public  funds  ?  And  as  to  the 
'  buyer,  I  am  fure  no  wife  man  will  venture  to  pur- 

*  chafe  flock  till  he  has  the  money  at  command,  un- 

*  lefs  he  does  it  in  expedation  that  the  flock  will 
'  rife,  which  i^  downright  gaming,  and  what  isin- 
'  tended  by  this  bill  to  be  prevented. 

'  As  to  a  man's  being  obliged  to  anfwer  upon 

'  oath  to  any  bill  filed  againfl  him,  i^  can  be  no  hard- 

*  fhip,  becaufe  whoever  does  lb  anfwer,  and  fairly 

*  difcovers  the  agreement  made,  is  free  from  all  pe- 

*  nalties  -,  he  becomes  liable  to  nothing  but  to  return 

*  the  money  which  he  received  ;  and  as  the  law  now 
'  flands,  whoever  receives  money  to  another's  ufe, 
'  is  obliged  to  anfwer  upon  oath,  and  will  be  obli- 
'  ged  to  return  the  money  he  confefTes  fo  to  have  re- 

*  ceived* 

*  To 
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'  To  pretend,  Sir,  that  by  this  bill  men  may  be 
fubjccled  to  great  penalties,  by  the  perjury  and 
confpiracy  of  two  or  three  brokers,  is  another  ob- 
je'flion  tor  which  there  is  no  foundation  ;  for  againfl 
perjuries  and  confpiracies  there  can  be  no  guard, 
but  that  of  a  fair  trial  by  an  honeft  jury  •,  by  fuch 
a  trial  any  fuch  confpiracy  might  probably  be  dif- 
covered  •,  it  would  be  almoft  impoffible  for  three 
rogues  to  concert  their  flory  fo  together,  but  that 
the  confpiracy  would  be  difcovered  by  examining 
them  apart,  and  crofs-queftioning  each,  in  the  man- 
ner ulual  at  all  trials  -,  fo  that  this  too  is  nothing 
but  an  imaginary  evil  ;  and  is  as  flrong  an  ob- 
jedlion  againfl  every  penal  law,  that  ever  was,  or 
ever  can  be  enaded,  as  it  is  againft  the  bill  now 
before  us, 

'  There  is  nothing  in  this  bill,  Sir,  that  can  ob- 
lige any  man  to  go  to  bw,  either  as  plaintiff  or 
defendant,  contrary  to  his  inclinations,  or  that 
can  prevent  his  making  up  any  difference  there 
may  be  between  him  and  another  -,  for  tho'  the 
buyer  of  the  flock  may  not  perhaps  be  able  to  pay 
for  the  flock  he  had  bought,  becaufe  of  fomic  dif- 
appointment  he  has  in  the  mean  time  met  with, 
yet  it  is  not  to  be  prefumed,  that  he  will  not  be 
able  to  pay  the  difference  in  ready  money,  and  if 
he  can  pay  that  in  ready  money  at  the  books, 
cannot  he  immediately  fell  out  the  flock  to  ano- 
ther at  the  then  current  price,  and  thereby  raile 
the  refl  of  the  money,  which  he  may  order  to  be 
delivered  to  the  man  who  fold  to  him  ?  May  not 
every  bargain  be  thus  fpecifically  performed,  if  the 
parties  are  inclined  fo  to  do?  In  this  the  only  in- 
convenience is,  that  there  mufl  be  a  double  tranf- 
fer,  which  is  performed  with  fo  little  trouble  or 
expence,  that  I  hope  it  v/ill  be  no  way  regarded 
in  the  prefent  debate.  And  as  it  may  be  fuppo- 
*  led,  that  if  this  bill  paffes  into  a  law,  there  will 
^  be  few  or  no  purchafers  but  fuch  as  are  able  toper- 

K  2  '  form 
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*  form  at  the  time  they  purchafe  ;  therefore  the  other 
'  objedion,  of  the  feller's  being  obliged  to  keep  his 
'  frock  till  the  end  of  a  tedious  law-fuit,  is  of  no 
'  weight ;  for  as  every  purchafer  will  be  able,  and 

*  will  probably  be  willing,    to  perform  his  part  of 

*  the  agreement,  it  is  not  to  be  prefumed  that  there 

*  will  ever  be  any  law-fuits  upon  that  head. 

'  I  am  really  furprifed.    Sir,  to  hear  gentlemen 

*  talk  of  their  being,  by  this  bill,  prevented  from 

*  employing  a   merchant  or  friend  to  buy  or   fell 

*  flock  for  them  ;  fuch  gentlemen  do  not,  it  feems, 

*  know  that  commifTion  and  brokerage  are  two  dif- 
'  ferent  articles  :  If  a  merchant  is  employed  to  buy 
'  or  fell  flock  for  another,  he  may  either  do  it  him- 
'  felf,  or  he  may  employ  a  broker ;  if  he  employs 
'  a  broker,  he  charges  both  brokerage  and  commif- 
'  fion,  and  if  he  does  it  himfelf  he  charges  only  com- 

*  m.ifTion  :  In  neither  cafe  does  he  a6l  as  a  broker, 
'  nor  will  he  be  obliged  to  keep  any  book  for  that 
'  purpofe. 

'  I  have  now.  Sir,  gone  through  all  the  material 
'  objedlions  I  have  heard  made  againfl  this  bill.     I 

*  hope  I  have  fhewn,  that  there  is  no  weight  in  any 
^  of  them  ',  I  hope  I  have  fliewn,  that  all  the  incon- 
>  veniences  which  are  pretended  to  arife  from  this  bill 

*  are  imaginary  -,  and  I  think  I  have  fhewn  very  real 
'  inconveniences  arifing  from  the  infamous  pradlice 
'  of  flock-jobbing,  and  every  gentleman  in  the  houfe 
*•  may  fuggeflto  himfelf  a  great  many  more.     We 

*  ought  to  confider,  that  no  bad  cuflom  or  pradlice 

*  ever  crept  into  any  nation,  but  what  fome  people 

*  got  by  ;  and  let  the  pra6lice  be  as  pernicious  as  it 

*  will,  we  may  prefume,  that  thofe  who  get  by  it, 
'  will  endeavour  to  raife   obje6lions  againfl  every 

*  efFe6lual  remedy  that  can  be  offered  ;  but  as  no 

*  gentleman  in  this  houfe  can  be  any  way  concerned 

*  in  the  gettings  by  flock-jobbing,  fo,  I  hope,  they 

*  will  not  allow  thernfelves  to  be  mifled  by  any  fri- 

'  volous 
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*  volous  objedions,  ilarted  without  doors,  by  thofe 
^  who  are.* 

Stainp  Brookshank^  Efq-,  one  of  the  members  for  Mr.  SrooJfe/i 
Colcbejler  m  Effex,  faid,  '  Sir,  I  make  no  doubt  butfpeech. 

*•  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  money  loft  and  won 

*  by  the  late  fudden  rife  and  fall  of  Eaft-India  flock, 
'  and  I  am  perfuaded  that  a  great  many  of  thofe, 
'  who  became  purchafers  upon  the  rife  of  that  flock, 
'  were  fuch  as  never  intended  to  hold  the  flock  for 
'  the  fake  of  the  dividend,  but  that  they  were  fuch  as 

*  bought  only  with  a  view  of  making  an  advantage 
^  by  felling  it  out  again  at  an  advanced  price  :  This, 

*  'tis  true,  is  a  fort  of  gaming,  but  it  is  of  fuch  a  fort 
'  as  cannot  be  intirely  prevented,  even  by  the  bill 
'  now  before  us ;  fo  that,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  no  great 

*  benefit  can  be  expeded  by  the  bill  •,  and  in  many 
'  cafes  it  will  certainly  be  attended  with  great  incon- 
'  veniences.  I  fhall  mention  only  two,  the  firfl  of 
^  which  is  that  of  the  long  annuities  :  It  often  hap- 

*  pens  that  in  the  fale  of  fuch  public  fecurities,    the 

*  feller  mufl  deduce  his  title  in  the  fame  manner  as 
'  if  he  were  to  fell  a  land  eflate  ♦,  fo  that  it  v/ill  be 
'  impofTible    for  him  to  compleat  the  conveyance 

*  in  ten  days,  which  is  the  time  limited  in  this 
'  bill ;    and   therefore  I  am  of  opinion,    that  the 

*  fale  of  fuch  annuities  will,  in  m.any  cafes,  be- 
'  come  impracticable,  if  this  bill  fhould  pafs  into  a 
^  law. 

'  It  is  certain,  Sir,  that  merchants  may  fell  goods 
'  to  be  delivered  at  any  time  the  contradors  fliall 

*  agree  on  :    I  know  that  in  the  Ruffia  trade,  it  is 

*  ufual  for  the  merchants  concerned  in  that  trade,  to 

*  enter  into  contra6ls  to  deliver  hemp  at  a  certain 

*  price,  at  a  certain  future  time,  though,  perhaps, 

*  at  the  time  of  making  the  contra6l,  the  hemp  is 
^  not  fo   much  as   purchafed  or  contra6led  for  in 

*  Ruffia :  This  is  a  privilege  which  is  enjoyed  by  all 

*  merchants,  with  refped  to  the  goods  they  deal  in^ 

Y^  '^  [  and 
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*  and  I  can  fee  no  reafon   why  the    proprietors   of 

*  our  public  funds  fliould  not  enjoy  the  fame  privi- 
'  lege. 

'  The  other  inconvenience  I  fhall  xmention,  is, 
^  That  of  the  difappointments  which  fome  of  the 
'  public  creditors  may  meet  with  in  the  fale  of  their 

*  properties,  v/hich  will  certainly  be  much  aggrava- 
'  ted  by  this  bill  :  Suppoie  a  man  enters  into  an  a- 
^  greement  for  the  purchafe  of  a  land  eflate,  and  co- 
'  venants  to  pay  the  price  againft  fuch  a  day,  under 
'  a  great  penalty  ;  for  enabling  him  to  perform  his 

*  agreement,  he  fells  out  10,000 /.  of  his  frock,  to 
'  be  delivered  fome  few  days  before  that  day  on 

*  which  he  is,  by  his  covenant,  obliged  to  pay  for 
'  his  eflate :  Suppofe  the  purchafer  of  the  flock  does 
'  not  come  to  accept  of  the  flock,  or  to  pay  the 
'  price  ;  as  the  law  now  flands,  the  feller  of  the  flock 
'  may  make  a  tender  of  his  flock  at  tlie  books,  and 

*  may  (til  it  out  next  transfer  day  at  the  rifque  of  the 
'  buyer,  by  which  he  is  enabled  to  pay  for  his  e- 
^  flate,  and  he  may  recover  from  the  purchafer  of 
'  his  ftock,  what  he  lofl  by  his  not  accepting  and 
'  paying  for  the  flock  according  to  agreeinent :  But 

*  if  this  bill  pafTes  into  a  law,  tlie  kller  of  flock 
'  mufl,  I  prefume,  keep  his  ftock  till  the  end  of  tlie 
'  law-fuit  between  him  and  the  buyer,  in  order  that 

*  he  may  be  always  ready  to  m.ake  a  Ipecifical  pe]-- 
^  formance  ;  by  which  means,  if  he  has  no  other  fund 

*  for  raifmg  ready  m.oney,  he  muii;  fubjedl  himfelf  to 

*  the  penalty  of  his  covenant,  as  to  the  purchafe  of 
'  the  eflate.  As  thefe  are  inconveniences  which  may 
'  often   occur,  I  think  it  hard  to  fubjeft  the  prc- 

*  prietors  of  the  public  funds  to  them  ;  and  there- 

*  fore  I  fhall  be  againft  the  bill-s  paffing  in  the  form 
^  it  is  at  prefent.^ 

Wa^de'l^        Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.     '  Sir,  I  wifh 
^i-Lcd\.        *  the  objeftions  now  flarted  againft  the  pafhng  of 

*  tJiis  biiij  had  been  mentioned  cither  upon  the  fe- 

..     ^  ^  cond 
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'  cond  reading,  or  in  the  committee  :  I  do  really 
•■  think  that  the  bill  might  have  been  drawn  up,  as 
'  to  fome  parts  of  it,  with  fomething  of  more  per- 
-''  fpicuity,  as  to  have  intirely  obviated  the  objec- 
'  tions  now  made  to  it  ♦,  but  as  moil  of  the  objec- 
'  tions  now  made  are  founded  upon  miftakes,  as  to 
'  the  meaning  and  intention  of  the  bill,  I  am  there- 

*  fore  of  opinion,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  of  weight 
*•  enough  to  prevent  its  pafling. 

'  As  to  what  the  honourable  gentleman  was  ple^- 
'  fed  to  mention  about  navy  contracts,  I  cannot  think 
'  that  they  come  any  way  under  the  cafe  now  before 

*  us.  The  navy  always  contrads  to  pay  ready 
'  money  to  all  thofe  who  agree  to  furnifh  them  with 
•^  any  ftores  or  provifions,  and  after  a  man  has  en- 
'  tered  into  fuch  a  contract,  he  may  certainly  fell, 
'  or  affign  any  intereft,  or  any  fhare  of  the  intereft 
'  he  has  therein,  to  another,  notwithftanding  the  bill 
'  now  before  us.  Upon  fuch  contracts  the  money 
'  is  indeed  generally  paid  by  navy  bills,  but  that 
'  cannot  hinder  the  private  contrader  to  raife  money 
■^  upon  liis  contrail  after  what  manner  he  pleafes;  he 
'  may  even  oblige  himfelf  to  deliver  navy  bills  at 
'  fuch  a  price  ;  for  before  they  are  ifiiied,  they  fure- 
^  ly  cannot  be  deemed  to  be  public  fecurities  ;  and  if 
'  upon  delivering  the  (lores  and  provifions,  the  na- 
•'  vy  fbould  adbjaily  pay  ready  money  to  the  private 
'  contra6ter,  can  it  be  fo  much  as  pretended,  that 
•^  he  would  then  be  obliged  to  deliver  navy-bills  to 
'  the  perfon  from  whom  he  had  borrov/ed  money, 
'  upon  his  contra6l  with  the  na\7^ :  Would  not,  in 
'  fuch  a  cafe,  the  repayment  of  the  money  borrowed, 

*  with  interefb,  be  a  full  performance  of  his  engage- 
'  ment  with  the  lender?  Navy  bills,  indeed,  after 
'  they  are  once  iflued,  do  certainly  become  public 
'  fecurities,  and  then  they  are  to  be  bought  and  fold 
^  in  the  manner  prefcribed  by  this  bill,  which  can  no 
•^  way  injure  public  credit. 

K  4  «•'  As 
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'  As  to  the  objedlion  againil  compounding,  or  vo- 

*  luntarily  receiving  any  difference,  I  cannot  think, 
'  that  the  law,  as  to  the  performance  on  the  feller's 

*  part,  is  any  way  altered  by  this  bill.     He  is  not, 

*  by  this  bill,  obliged  to  keep  the  flock  fold  in  his 
<  poffelfion,  any  longer  than  he  was  before  ;  he  may 

*  certainly  perform  upon  his  part  by  a  tender  of  the 

*  flock,  in  the  fame  manner  as  he  could  have  done 

*  before  ;  he  may  then  fell  out  his  flock,  and  he  may 

*  bring  his  adlion  againfl  the  buyer  for  not  perform - 
'  ing  his  part  of  the  contrad,  upon  which  a6lion 

*  he  will  recover  the  difference  by  way  of  da- 
'  mages. 

'  Indeed,  that  obje6lion  relating  to  the  long  an- 

*  nuities,  has  fomething  more  in  it,  and  therefore  I 

*  wifli  it  had  been  provided  againfl  by  fome  words, 
^  or  fom.e  claufe  in  the  bill  \  but  it  is  a  cafe  that  will 

*  happen  but  feldom,  and  the  difficulty  may  be,  by 
'^  proper  management  and  difpatch,  in  all  cafes,  fur- 

*  mounted,  and  therefore  I  do  not  think  it  fufBcient 
'  for  throwing  out  the  bill  •,  for  the  pra6lice  of  flock- 

*  jobbing  has  been  fo  prejudicial  to  this  nation,  that 
^  no  trivial  objection  ought  to  take  place  againfl  a 
'  bill  by  v^^hich,  I  think,  that  pra6lice  will  be  pre- 

*  vented  for  the  future. 

'  I  have.  Sir,  long  wifhed  for  fom.e   fuch  bill : 

*  Every  one  knows  how  even  the  adminiflration  has 
^  been  fometimes  diflreffedby  the  pra(5lifes  of  flock- 
'  jobbers:  ^  They  have  correfpondents  fettled  at  all 

*  the  courts  of  Europe^  and  upon  all  occafions  of  mo- 
'  ment  they  have  their  expreffes,  who  make  much 
^  greater  difpatch  than  the  government  expreffes  can 
'  do,  becaule  they  are  generally  much  better  paid, 

*  and  better  appointed  for  that  purpofe. 

*  I  mufl  fay.  Sir,  that  the  late  practices  in  the 
'  Eaft-India  flock,  were  really  fomething  furpri- 
^  fmg  j  there  might  perhaps  be  fome,  who,  upon  its 
'  rife,  bought  only  with  a  view  of  felling  out  again 
'  at  an  advanced  price  ;    but  I  am  perfuaded  there 

'  were 
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were  others  who  bought  even  at  the  highefl  price, 
with  an  honeft  intention,  and  without  any  other 
view  but  that  of  holding  the  ftock  they  bought, 
and  taking  their  dividends  as  they  fhould  become 
due.  The  price  of  that  ilock,  and  of  every  other 
flock,  mufl  always  be  according  to  the  value  of 
money  at  the  time,  and  the  dividend  made,  or  that 
may  probably  be  made  upon  the  ftock  :  At  that 
time  our  4  per  cents  were  felling  at  a  premium, 
even  our  3  per  cents  were  felling  at  very  near  par,  ' 

and  therefore  we  muft  conclude,  that  according  to 
the  value  of  money  at  that  time,  an  annuity  of  4/>^r 
cent,  was  very  well  worth  100/.  principal  money. 
That  campany  had  divided  8  per  cent,  for  many 
years  ;  they  had  but  juft  before  paid  200,000/. 
to  the  government,  for  a  prolongation  of  their 
term  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  they  had  declared, 
they  were  able  to  do  all  this,  and  likewife  to  pay 
off  4  or  500,000  /.  of  their  bonds,  out  of  the  pro- 
fits of  their  trade  :  From  all  v/hich,  thole  who 
were  not  in  the  deepeft  fecrets  of  their  affairs,  had 
very  good  reafon  to  conclude,  that  they  would 
have  been  able  to  have  continued  the  fame  dividend 
for  many  years  to  come,  and  that  therefore  100/. 
Eaft-India  ftock,  was  a  cheap  purchafe  when  bought 
even  for  200  /.  The  refolution  was  foon  after  ta- 
ken for  diminifhing  their  dividend,  and  that  was 
as  natural  a  reafon  for  the  fall  of  their  ftock,  as 
their  former  declarations  had  been  for  its  rife. 
What  were  the  motives  for  this  management  I  Ihall 
not  pretend  to  determine  %  but  I  am  afraid,  that 
the  game  of  ftock-jobbing  is  often  the  caufe  of  ma- 
nagements in  that,  and  all  other  public  funds  :  If 
we  deftroy  the  caule,  the  effeds  muft  ceafe,  and  of 
confequence  the  price  of  all  public  ftocks  will  be- 
come more  certain  and  fixed,  which  will,  I  am  fure, 
make  them  more  valuable  to  all  honeft  purchafers. 
The  fluduating  of  the  price  can  be  no  advantage 
'  to  any  but  brokers,  and  to  thofe  who  have  a  mind 

to. 
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'^  ro  make  indire(5l  advantages  by  flock-jobbing  : 
'  Thofe  pra6lifes  will,  I  think,  be  prevented  by  this 
'  bill,  confcquently  it  will  tend  to  the  improvement 

*  of  public  credit,  and  therefore  I  fliall  be  for  its 
'  pairing.' 

ior<i  Hay       Lord  Harvey  faid,    '  in  the  debate  now  before 
I'or'sfpeech.i  ^5^  J  cannot  agree  with  my  honourable  friend  over 

*  the  way.  I  muil  be  of  opinion,  that  if  this  bill 
^  pafTes,  no  feller  can  fue  for  any  difference  upon  the 

*  ftock  fold,  nor  can  he  recover  damages,  v/hich  I 
'  take  to  be  the  fame  v/ith  difference,  unlefs  he  has 

*  the  ftock  in  his  poffeffion  the  whole  time  of  the 
'  fuit  :  By  this  bill  every  bargain  is  to  be  fpecifically 
'  performed,  and  therefore  the  feller,  as  I  take  it^ 
'  muft  fue  only  for  a  fpecifical  pertormance,  which 

*  no  feller  can  pretend  to  fue  for,  unlefs  he  is,  at  all 

*  time.^,  during  the  continuance  of  the  fuit,  in  a  con- 

*  dition  and  ready  to  perfom  fpecificaily  upon  his 
'  part ;  for  v/hich  end  he  muft  always  have  of  that 
^  ftock  which  he  has  fold,  at  leaft  as  much  as  he  is 
^  obliged  to  dehver  to  the  buyer  ;  and  therefore,  if 
^  a  man  has  fold  all  the  ftiare  he  has  in  any  publir 
^  fund,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  perform  his  part 
^  of  an  agreement  about  fom.eth.ing  d{e,  if  the  buyer 

*  does  not  com.e  to  take  the  ftock,  and  pay  the  price^ 
'  the  feller  muft  fubject  him.felf  to  the  penalty  of  his 
'  other  agreement,  or  he  muft  give  up  all  preten- 

"  ^  ces  for  recovering  any  thing  from  the  buyer  of  his 
^  ftock,  either  by  way  of  difference  or  damages. 
<  Thisv/ill  be  a  great  hardfhip  upon  all  ftock-hold- 
'  ers,  and  as  they  will,  by  this  bill,  be  fubjecled  to 
^  a  great  many  other  inconveniences,  and  to  feveral 
^  dangerous  and  heavy  penalties,  I  ftiall  therefore  be 
^  againft'it    paffmg.' 

^ru-fiiium      Sir  JVillidm  7^onge .     '  Sir,  in  the  cafe  now  before 

VS£       '  i''S  I  ta'k-  it  ^^  ^^  '^^  ^^  confequence,  whether  or 

'  no  the  feilcr  can  recover  eiUicr  difference  vv  dama- 

'  ges. 
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^  ges  ;  and  therefore,  whether  or  no  they  be  in  effect 

*•  the  fame,  is  no  material  queftion.     I  am  very  well 

*  convinced,  that  no  circiimflances  can  ever  lay  a 
*"  man  under  the  necefiity  of  buying  or  felling  for 
'  time  ^  no  man  can  fo  much  as  have  an  inclination 

*  that  way,  unlefs  he  be  endowed  with  fomething  of 
*■  the  fpirit  of  gaming,  or  unlefs  he  knows  a  fecret 
'  by  which  he  thinks  he  can  make  an  unjuft  advan- 
^  tage  of  the  perfon  he  fells  to,  or  purchafes  from  ; 
'  and  therefore.  Sir,  I  look  upon  the  putting  a  final 
'  end  to  this  pradice,  to  be  one  of  the  principal  aims 
'  of  this  bill;  I  really,  Sir,  muft  fay,  that  I  have 
'  not  heard  one  material  objeftion  offered  againft  this 
'  bill  ;  and  as  I  was  one  of  thofe  appointed  to  bring 
-  it  in,  I  can  fay,  that  all  pofTible  care  was  taken 

*  to  make  the  words  as  plain,  and  the  terms  as  eafy, 
^  as  were  confident  with  putting  an  effe6lual  end  to 

*  the  evils  againft  which  the  bill  was  originally  pro- 

*  pofed.  However,  as  the  bill  is  to  go  to  another 
'  place,  I  do  not  know  but  fome  few  words  may  be 

*  added  or  altered,  in  order  to  obviate,  as  much  as 
f  pofTible,  all  objedlions  that  have  been,  or  may  be 


Sir  John  Barnard  2L9i2im^oodi\m^  andfaid,  '  Sir,  si»^  T^^^* 

.      .     -^  .         1      "^1  •    •  -111-      Bernards 

It  is  very  certam  that  long  annuities  are  included  infpeech. 
this  bill  ;  they  muft  not  be  bought  or  fold  hereaf- 
ter, but  according  to  the  manner  prefcribed  by  this 
bill  ;  But  I  am  certain,  that  can  be  no  obje6i:ion  to 
thepailingof  it ;  for  no  wife  man,  no  honeft  man, 
will  preiiime  to  fell  any  thing,  till  he  has  made  his 
title  to  it  as  clear  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  can  ad- 
mit of ;  and  therefore  I  think,  that  no  pofTellbr  of 
a  long  annuity  will  prefume  to  fell  till  after  he  has 
deduced  his  title,  and  made  it  fo  clear,  that  no  dif- 
ficulty can  be  made  in  approving  of  it,  in  which  cafe 
all  fuch  bargains  may  be  fpecificallyperformed  with- 
in ten  days  after  the  making  thereof;  but  if  any  ac- 
cidental delay  fliould  in  the  mean  time  happen,  the 
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'  parties  may,  by  mutual  confent,  put  off  the  fpecifi- 

'  cal  performance  for  what  time  they  pleafe  ;  there 

*  is  nothing  in  this  bill  that  can  prevent  fuch  a  mu- 
^  tual  indulgence. 

'  I  did  not  before  take  notice  of  the  objedlion 

*  made.  That  this  bill,  if  it  pafTes,  may  be  the  oc- 

*  cafion  of  the  bringing  many  fuits  in  equity  againft 
'  the  poiTefTors  of  our  public  funds.     This,  I  muft 

*  fay,  I  am  furprifed  at  ;  what  guard  has  any  man, 

*  as  the  law  now  (lands,  againft  Chancery  fuits  ?  May 

*  not  any  man   now  bring  a  bill  in  equity  againft 

*  me,  and  fet  forth,  that  I  owe  him  a  large  fum  of 

*  raoney,  tho'  I  never  had  any  dealings  with  the 
'  man  in  my  life  ?    Such  a  bill  may  certainly  be 

*  brought,  but  I  know  what  would  be  the  fate  of  it ; 

*  I  know  it  would  be  difmifled  with  cofts.  This  is 
'  my  dependence,  I  know  I  have  never  done  any 

*  thing  that  may  render  me  liable  to  the  having  of 

*  fuch  a  bill  brought  againft  me,  and  therefore  I  de- 
'  pend  on  it  that  no  fuch  bill  will  ever  be  brought. 

*  And  would  it  not  be  the  fame  if  the  bill  now  be- 
'  fore  us  jQiould  pafs  ?  Is  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  any 
^  man  would  fubjed  himfelf  to  the  immediate  ex- 

*  pence  of  ten  or  a  dozen  pounds,  and  the  danger 
"  of  being  obliged  to  pay  twenty  or  thirty  more, 

*  unlefs  he  had  very  ftrong  proofs  againft  the  man 

*  whom  he  made  defendant  to  his  bill  ?    This,  Sir, 

*  is  r-eally  putting  cafes  almoft  impoffible,  in  order 
'  from  thence  to  raife  objedlions  againft  a  bill,  for 
^  the  remedy  of  what  is  by  every  gentleman  in  this 

*  houfe  acknowledged  to  be  a  moft  infufferable 
'  evil.* 

Mr.  Ghn^       William  Glanville^  Efq;  rofe  up  again,  and  faid, 
fpiechf      '  Sir,  I  muft  obfcrve,  that  the  pofiefifor  of  a  long 

*  annuity,  who  has  a  mind  to  tdi^  may  think  his 
'  title  as  clear  as  the  fun  at  noon-day,  and  yet  when 

*  he  comes  to  Ihew  it  to  the  purchafer,  he  may  find 

feveral 
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«  feveral  objeftions  :  In  fuch  cafe  it  mufl  be  laid  be- 
'  fore  the  purchafer's  counfel,  he  muft  examine  all 

*  the  title-deeds,  and  a  conveyance  muft  be  drawn 
'  up  and  fettled  by  counfel,  both  for  the  feller  and 

*  buyer,  and  this  will  be  admitted,  I  believe,  not  to 

*  be  pradicable  in  ten  days,  fo  that  I  muft  ftill  be 
<-  of  opinion,  that  the  fale  of  fuch  public  fecurities 
'  will,  by  this  bill,  be  made  very  dangerous  and  dif- 

*  ficult,  if  not  altogether  impofTible. 

'  As  to  bills  in  equity,  it  is  certain,  that  no  man 
<  will  ever  file  fuch  a  bill,  unlefs  he  expeds  fome 
«  difcovery  by  the  defendant's  anfwer.  As  the  law 
'  now  ftands,  no  man  can  exped  any  difcovery  from 
'  a  man  with  whom  he  never  had  any  tranfadions  : 
*-  But  by  the  bill  now  before  us,  every  man  will 
«  have  fome  encouragement  to  exped  a  difcovery  of 
'  fomething  he  may  make  an  advantage  of  by  the 
^  defendant's  anfwer,  if  fuch  defendant  ever  was  a 

*  dealer  in  any  of  our  public  funds  -,  becaufe,  if  he 
<•  ever  made  a  contrad  contrary  to  the  terms  of  this 
'  bill,  he  will  be  obliged  to  difcover  it  by  his  an- 
'  fwer,  andtho'  he  may  be  thereby  difcharged  from 

*  the  penalty,  yet  the  other  party  contrading  with 
<-  him  is  not  ;    fo  that  the  perfon  who  files  the  bill 

*  may  thereby  make  an  advantage,  either  by  reco- 

<  vering  the  money  received  by  the  defendant  upon 

*  an  unlawful  contra^,  or  by  grounding  an  infor- 
«  mation  upon  that  anfwer,  for  recovering  a  penalty 
<-  from  the  other  party  concerned  in  fuch  unlawful 
«  contra6l  or  compofition  ;  and  therefore,  I  think,  it 
<•  is  evident,  that  if  this  bill  palTes,  the  proprietors  of 
«  the  public  funds  will  be  more  liable  to  have  bills 
«  in  equity  preferred  againft  them,  than  any  other 

*  perfons  in  the  kingdom  are. 

'  I  ftiall  conclude.  Sir,  with  taking  notice  d  one 

<  cafe,  where  people  are  often  obliged  to  fell  before 
'  they  can  be  ready  to  deliver,  and  that  is  in  the  cafe 

*  of  executors  and  truftees,  where  the  truft  ftock 

*  muft  generally  be  fold  by  a  bill  in  Chancery.     In 

*  fuch 
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*  fuch  cafes,  according  to  the  praffice  now  obferyed« 

*  they  mufl:  fell  before  they  bring  their  bill,  becaufe 

*  the  purchafer  is  alv/ays  made  a  party  to  the  fuit  -, 

*  and  every  man  knows,  that  a  Chancery  fuit  cannot 
'  be  began  and  ended,  and  the  bargain  fpecifically 
'  performed  in  t^n  days  time.* 

M.  Tiooties  nomas  Booths  Efq-,    '  Sir,  I  rife  up  only  to  redli- 

^"^  '       *  fy  fome  miilakes  that  I  find  gentlemen  feem  to 

*  be  in  with  refpedl  to  the  prefent  practice  of  the 
'  law.     According  to  the  prefent  practice,  no  man 

*  that  fells  flock  is  obliged  to  keep  his  flock  for  any 

*  time  after  the  day  on  which  he  contraded  to  de- 

*  liver  it  :  If  the  buyer  do  not  come  on  that  day  to 

*  accept  the  flock,  and  pay  the  price  he  agreed  to 

*  give  for  it,  the  feller  makes  publication  at  the 

*  books  for  him  to  come  and  accept,  and  pay  for 

*  the  flock  which  he  is  then  ready  to  deliver  accord- 
'  ing  to  his  contract  :    An  actual  transfer  is  made 

*  upon  the  books,  and  that  transfer  flands  till  the 
'  fhutting  up  of  the  books  for  that  day  ;  if.  in  that 

*  time,  the  buyer  do  not  come  to  accept  of,  and  pay 

*  for  the  fbock  fo  transferred,  the  transfer  is  then  can- 

*  celled,  and  upon  next  transfer-day,  the  leller  may 
'  fell  his  ftock  to  whomfoever  he  pleafes,  at  the  cur- 
'  rent  price  of  that  day,  and  if  he  fells  it  at  a  lofs, 

*  he  has  an  adtion  upon  a  breach  of  covenant  againfl 
'  the  buyer,  upon  which  adtion  he  always  recovers 

*  the  difference  by  way  of  damages  :  The  publica- 

*  tion  and  transfer  made  at  the  books  upon  the  day 

*  agreed  on,  and  proved  duly  in  court,  is  always 

*  taken  for  a  fpecifical  perforrrtance  on  the  part  of 

*  the  feller,  the  buyer  has  no  title  to  come  at  any 
'  time  after  that  day  to  demand  a  new  fpecifical 
'  performance.  This  is  the  prelent  pradtice  in  all 
'  fuch  cafes,  and  I  am  fure  there  is  nothing  in  the 

*  bill  now  before  us  which  can  alter  the  prefent  prac- 
'  tice  in  that  refpedl ;  and  therefore  I  muH  conclude, 
'  that  as  to  this  cafe,  no  flock-holder  can  be  brought 

'  under 
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*  under  any  difficulty  or  hardfhip  by  the  bill  now 
'  before  us. 

'  With  refped,  Sir,  to  the  long  annuities,  why 
'  may  not  they  be  fold  as  land-eilates  generally  are  ? 
'  In  the  fale  of  land-eftates,  when  the  feller  finds  out 

*  one  who  is  willing  to  be  the  purchafer,  the  Jirll 
'  thing  he  does  is  to  fatisfy  him  about  the  title,  be- 
'  fore  they  ib  much  as  talk  about  the  price,  or  exa- 
'  mine  particularly  into  the  value  of  the  eflate  to 
'  be  fold.  If  this  method  be  obferved  with  refped; 
'  to  the  fale  of  long  annuities,  it  cannot  be  faid, 
'  but  that  the  agreement  miay  be  fpecilically  per- 
'  formed  by  both  parties  within  ten  days  after  ma- 
'  king  the  fame. 

'  As  to  the  fale  of  flock  veiled  in  executors  or 

*  truilees,  there  is  no  neceility  of  felling  it  before  the 

*  bill  in  Chancery  be  filed  •,  there  is  no  neceflity  of 
'  felling  it  before  a  decree  pafTes  for  that  purpofe  : 
^  It  may  be  faggefted  in  the  bill,  that  fuch  a  man 
'  is  willing  to  become  a  purchafer,  and  he  may  be 

*  made  a  party  to  the  fuit,  as  well  as  if  he  had  a6lu- 
'  ally  become  a  purchafer  ;  the  effecl  would  be  the 
'  fame,  and  he  would  get  his  coils  in  tht  one  cafe 
^  as  well  as  in  the  other. 

'  And  as  to  the  flock-holders  being  expofed  to 
'  the  danger  of  having  bills  in  Chancery  filed  fre- 
^  quently  againil  them,  there  is  nothing  in  it ;  no 

*  fair  dealer  in  flocks  can  ever  be  expofed  to  fuch  a 
'  danger,  for  whoever  files  liich  a  bill,  mufl  fet  forth 
'  the  unlawful  contrad  particularly  ;  we  are  not  to 
'  imagine,  that,  from  any  claufe  in  this  bill,  a  mail 
'  will  be  allowed  to  bring  a  bill  in  equity,  and  fug- 
'  geil  generally  that  the  defendant  has  made  fome 
'  unlawful  contrads  in  flocks,    and  pray  that  he 

*  may  be  obliged  to  difcover  all  his  dealings  -,  no  ; 

*  the  plaintiff  mufl  certainly  fet  forth  the  particular 
'  contrad  of  which  he  prays  a  difcovery  ;  and  this 
'  he  cannot  do,  unlefs  there  has  not  only  been  Ibme 
^  fuch  unlawful  contrad,  but  fuch  an  unlawful  con- 

«  traa: 
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«  tradl  as  he  has  had  fome  information  of ;  and  if 
'  upon  the  ifTue  of  the  caufe,  his  information  appears 
'  to  be  groundlefs,  he  may  expe6l  to  be  made  pay 
'  all  cods  of  fiiit  ♦,    fo  that  no  man  can  have  reafon 

*  to  be  afraid  of  any  fuch  bill's  being  filed  againffc 
'  him,  unlefs  he  has  adlually  made  fome  unlawful 
'  contrad  •,  and  that  no  fuch  man  ihould  refl  in  fe- 

*  curity  is  the  very  defign  of  this  bill. 

'  In  fhort,  Sir,  from  all  the  obje6lions  that  have 

*  been  ftarted,  and  all  the  cafes  that  have  been  put, 
^  I  can  fee  nothing  but  pretended  or  imaginary  dif- 
^  ficulties  ;  and  as  the  bill  now  before  us  will,  in 

*  my  opinion,  put  an  end  to  miany  real  evils,  which 
^  are  of  the  moft  dangerous  confequence  both  to  the 
'  trade  and  credit  of  this  nation,  therefore  I  Ihall 

*  with  all  my  heart  be  for  its  palTing  in  this  houfe, 
'  and  I  hope  it  will  be  paiTed  into  a  law.' 

Divirion.  Jofeph  Banvers^  Efq;  fpoke  next  againft  the  bill's 
pafTing,  and  then  the  queftion  was  put  for  its  pafiing, 
which  was  upon  a  divifion  carried  in  the  affirmative, 
p^c^  againft  49. 

It  was  accordingly  fent  up  to  the  houfe  of  Lords, 
where  it  met  with  fo  many  amendments,  that,  upon 
its  return,  it  was  intirely  dropt. 

Charitable       On  Friday  the  4th  of  May^  the  houfe  of  Com- 
S°.'^"""  ^"'o^s  (according  to  order)  refolved  itfelf  into  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  houfe,  to  confider  of  methods 
for  the  relief  of  fuch  of  the  fufferers  in  the  charita- 
ble corporation,  as  were  objects  of  compafTion. 
Motion  As  foon  as  the  fpeaker  had  left  the  chair,  and  the 

chairman  of  the  committee  had  taken  his  place  at 
the  table,  the  Lord  Tyrconnel  rofe  up,  and  after  a 
fhort,  but  moving  fpeech  in  favour  of  thofe  poor 
fufferers,  he  made  a  motion  for  the  houfe  to  come 
to  a  refolution.  That  the  relief  to  be  given  to  fuch 
of  the  fufferers  in  the  charitable  corporation,  as  were 
objedls  of  compafTion,  fhould  be  by  way  of  lottery, 
2  for 
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for  a  fum  not  exceeding  one  million.  Samuel  Sandys 
fpoke  next,  and  faid.  That  he  was  of  opinion,  that, 
by  the  order  of  the  houfe  for  going  into  that  com- 
mittee, they  had  no  power  to  come  to  any  fuch  refo- 
lution  ;  in  fupport  of  which  he  gave  feveral  rea- 
fons,  and  was  anfwered  by  Sir  Williayn  Tonge,  After 
him  Gyles  Earle  fpoke  to  this  effed,  viz, 

'  Sir,  I  am  very  much  for  giving  all  the  relief  we  Mr.  L^rU^ 
^  can  to  fuch  as  are  objects  of  charity,  but  I  am  as  "^'^"^'^ 
'  much  againft  doing  it  by  way  of  lottery  ;    for  by 

*  fuch  a  method,  in  order  to  relieve  thofe  v/ho  have 
^  been  cheated  and  undone,  we  fhall  give  a  handle, 
'  by  which  a  much  greater  number  of  weak  and 

*  fimple  perfons  may  be  undone.' 

Thomas  Palmer^  Efq;     '  I  always  v/as.  Sir,  and  J^'^I^^h!'''^''* 
^  always  fhall  be  againft  lotteries,  of  v/hatever  kind, 
^  or  on  whatever  occafion  ;  and  therefore  I  cannot 
'  but  be  againft  the  proportion  now  made  to  us, 
^  I  fliall  be  glad  to  fee  thofe  poor,  unhappy  people  re- 
'  lieved,  and  I  hope  that  fome  effedlual  methods  may' 
'  be  fallen  on  for  operating  that  relief  ♦,  but  do  not  let" 
'  us  think  of  giving  them  relief  by  fetting  up  what 
'  has  been  always  deemicd  a  public  nufance  -,  I  be- 
'  lieve  it  will  be  a  better  v/ay  for  us  to  grant  a  fjm 

*  of  money  to  the  crown,  for  the  relief  of  thofe  of 
'  the  fufterers  who  are  really  obje61:s  of  compailioa  : 

*  This  method  I  mention  only  to  the  committee  ; 

*  but,  whatever  relief  is  to  be  granted,  I  think  it 

*  ought  to  be  very  much  conSned,  for  as  to  all  thofe 
'  who  fhall  appear  to  have  been  gamefters  in  that 
'  ftock,  they  no  more  merit  the  compaffion  of  the 

*  public,  than  tliofe  who  are  undone  at  a  gaming- 
'  table.     I  doubt  much  if  any  of  the  men  who  be- 

*  came  adventurers  in  that  corporation,  deferve  much 
^  compaffion  -,  I  am  afraid,  that  moft  of  them  -pur- 
'  chafed,  either  with  ^giw  of  making  an  unjuft 

*  profit  by  the  advanced  price  of  the  iliares  they 

Vol.  XI.  L  '  bought 
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*  bought^  or  with  a  view  to  have  higher  intereft  for 
'  their  money,  than  what  they  were  by  law  in  titled 

*  to,  and  in  either  cafe  they  are  almoft  as  fraudulent 
'  as  thofe  who  were  the  managers ;  for  he  that  cheats, 

*  or  extorts  from  a  man  a  fhilling,  is  as  much  guilty 

*  of  fraud,  as  he  that  cheats  h;m  out  of  1000  /.    In- 

*  deed,  as  to  the  ladies,  a  great  many  of  them  may 

*  have  been  innocently  drawn  in  by  thofe  to  whom 

*  they  intrufted  the  management  of  their  affairs,  or 

*  by  thofe  who,  from  the  beginning,  had  a  formed 
'  defign  of  cheating  them  of  their  money  :    Their 

*  cafe  is  really  to  be  pitied  -,  but  in  my  opinion,  ot 
'  all  the  fufferers,  they  only  are  the  proper  objeds 

*  of  companion,  and  therefore  I  hope,  that  what- 

*  ever  relief  is  to  be  given,  will  be  confined  to  the 
'  fair  fex  only. 

lorATvrcon.     Lord  Tyrcounel,     <  I  have.  Sir,  as  great  a  regard 
?;e  s  peec  .  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^-^  ^^^  ^^  ^j^^  gentleman  v/ho  fpoke  lafl, 

'  and  with  him  I  think,  that  they  are  really  the  great- 
'  eft  objedls  of  compalTion  •,  but.  Sir,  let  us  confider, 

*  that  many  of  thofe  gentlemen,  who  have  been  un- 
'  done,  have  wives  and  daughters  ;  and  I  cannot  but 
^  look  upon  the  wives  and  daughters  of  fuch  men  to 

*  be  at  leaft  as  great  objeds  of  compaflion,  as  any 
'  of  thofe  ladies  who  have  been  undone  by  their  own 

*  a6l  and  deed. 

sir  ChsrUs        Sir  Charles  Wager.     '  I  muft  think.  Sir,  that  the 

fpeechf       *  only  mcans  we  can  think  of,  for  relieving  the  un- 

'  happy  fufferers  in  that  corporation,  is  to  make  a 

'  lottery  for  their  benefit  \  but  I  muft  likewife  be 

*  of  opinion,  that  a  lottery  of  a  million  will  be  too 
.  '  large  ;  I  believe  one  of  500,000  /.  may  be  fuffi- 

'  cient,  and  therefore  I  fhall  fecond  the  motion  to 

*  the  amount  of  that  fum. 


Mafter 
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Mafter  of  the  Rolls.  '  Sir,  before  we  think  of  s'-'^jf/'P* 
granting  any  money  to  the  crown,  or  of  granting  Speech, 
money  in  any  other  way,  for  the  relief  of  thofe 
fufferers,  we  ought  firft  to  confider,  whether  or 
no  we  have  any  power  or  authority  to  tax  the  peo- 
ple, or  to  grant  away  the  public  money,  for  the 
relief  of  any  private  perfons.  I  mufb  really  be  of 
opinion  that  we  have  no  fuch  power  ;  we  are  in- 
deed to  difpofe  of  the  public  money,  but  then  we 
are  to  dii'pofe  of  it  for  public  ufes  -,  we  are  not  to 
convert  it  either  to  our  own  ufe,  or  to  the  ufe  of 
any  private  perfon  :  'Tis  true,  we  have  fometimes 
granted  money  to  the  King  for  the  rewarding  of 
private  perfons,  but  fuch  grants  have  always  been 
made  for  fome  fervices  rendered  by  thofe  perfons 
to  the  public  ;  and  therefore,  v/hat  money  was  in 
that  way  granted,  was  really  for  the  ufe  of  the 
public.  Even  the  raifmg  of  money  by  a  lottery  is 
raifing  money  upon  the  people,  and  if  any  part  of 
the  money  fo  raifed  is  granted  away  to  private 
perfons,  I  muft  look  upon  it  to  be  a  converting  the 
public  money  to  the  ufe  of  private  perfons,  which 
I  think  we  have  no  power  to  do  ;  and  upon  that 
account,  as  well  as  on  account  of  the  many  incon- 
veniences that  attend  lotteries,  I  muft  be  againll 
the  motion.' 

Thomas  Winnlngton^  Efq;  '  Sir,  I  have  always  Mr.  ivin^ 
had  a  great  regard  for  the  opinion  of  the  honoura-  \^^^£^ 
ble  and  learned  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  but  I 
hope  he  will  excufe  me,  if  I  fay  that  I  do  not  think 
the  objedions  he  has  now  made  againft  the  propo- 
rtion in  hand,  are  near  fo  ftrong  as  thofe  ufually 
made  by  him.  As  to  our  power  of  granting  mo- 
ney for  the  relief  in  queftion,  I  do  not  know  what 
power  we  may  have  in  that  refped,  but  I  am  fure 
there  are  feveral  inftances  where  wc  have  granted 
even  a  public  tax  for  the  relief  of  private  perfons. 
One  fuch  inftance,  Sir,  is  within  my  knowledge, 
L  2  *  and 


P  A  Fv  L  I  A  M  E  N  T  A  Pv  Y        A.  1  735. 

and  is  fo  late,  that  eveiy  gentleman  in  this  houfe 
may  remember  it ;  that  is,  the  cafe  of  the  fuitors 
in  Cha?icer)\  whofe  money  had  been  loft  by  the 
mif-condudl  of  the  late  Lord  Chancellor,  and  the 
then  Mafters  in  Chancery  :  It  is  well  known  that 
this  houfe  laid  a  tax  upon  the  law,  which  I  take 
to  be  a  tax  upon  the  people,  becaufe  the  whole  is 
paid  by  the  clients  in  that  court,  and  not  by  the 
lawyers  ;  and  the  money  to  arife  by  this  tax  was 
appropriated  towards  making  good  the  lofs  which 
the  fuitors  in  that  court  had  fuftained.  Another 
inftance  of  the  fame  nature  is  that  tax  which  was 
granted  for  relief  of  the  orphans  within  the  city 
of  London  ;  and  I  believe  feveral  other  inftances 
could  be  given,  if  we  were  to  examine  the  journals 
of  this  houfe. 

'  However,  Sir,  I  do  not  take  this  to  be  the  que- 
ftion  now  before  us.  It  is  not  propofed  to  impofe 
any  tax,  or  to  grant  any  money  to  the  crown  for 
the  relief  of  thofe  unhappy  fufFerers  ;  for  I  cannot 
imagine  how  it  can  be  thought,  that  the  granting 
a  lottery  is  either  a  tax  or  an  impofition  upon  the 
public.  By  granting  a  lottery  we  do  not  oblige 
any  man  to  pay  towards  it,  no  man  is  to  be  forced 
to  become  an  adventurer  ;  it  is  really  not  fo  much 
a  grant  of  money,  as  it  is  a  repeal  in  fo  far  of  an 
a6t  of  Parliament  lately  made  againft  private  lot- 
teries ♦,  for,  if  it  were  not  for  that  ftatute,  the  cha- 
ritable corporation  could  of  themfelves  fet  up  fuch 
a  lottery  as  is  now  propofed  :  And  as  the  making 
of  that  law  was  occafioned  by  the  many  frauds  that 
v/ere  committed  by  the  means  of  private  lotteries, 
and  the  downright  bites  that  were  often  put  upon 
people  under  that  name,  the  caufe  intirely  cea- 
fes  with  refpedl  to  the  lottery  now  propofed, 
from  which  no  fraud  or  bite  can  be  fo  much  as 
ftjfpeded. 

Sir 
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Sir  William  Wyndham.  '  Sir,  As  to  the  affair ^^r^^^,;^/;;.^ 
before  us,  lam  afraid  we  are  beginning  at  the  Speech. 
wrong  end.  We  are  now  in  a  committee  to  con- 
lider  of  ways  and  means  for  relieving  fuch  of  the 
fufferers  in  the  charitable  corporation,  as  fliall  be 
deemed  objedls  of  compafTion,  and  we  are  now 
going  to  refolve  upon  a  certain  fum  to  be  appro- 
priated  for  that  relief,  before  we  know  any  thing 
about  the  fufferers  j  whether  there  be  any,  or  how 
many  of  them  may  be  objeds  of  compaffion  •,  or 
what  fum  will  be  neceffary  for  giving  them  a  pro- 
per relief  ?  All  thefe  queftions  ought,  I  think,  to 
be  refolved,  before  we  proceed  to  grant  any  fum 
for  that  purpofe,  either  by  way  of  lottery,  or  any 
other  way.  I  am.  Sir,  firmly  of  opinion,  that  we 
have  no  power  to  lay  on  any  public  impofition 
for  the  relief  of  private  perfons  ;  and  to  think  of 
giving  relief  by  way  of  lottery,  is  to  eftablifh  by 
law  a  new  deceit  for  the  relief  of  thofe  who  have 
fuffered  by  an  old  one.  As  to  our  having  it  in  our 
pov/er  to  relieve  private  perfons  by  public  taxes, 
the  inftances  mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentle- 
man  who  fpoke  laft,  are  not  at  all  to  the  prefent 
cafe„  The  fuitors  in  Chancery  were  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent fituation  from  thofe  we  are  now  about  to  re- 
lieve :  The  court  of  Chancery  is  one  of  the  public 
courts  of  the  kingdom,  and  confequently  is  the 
fame  with  the  public  ;  whatever  money  was  put 
into  the  cuftody  of  that  court,  was  put  into  the 
cufbody  of  the  public,  and  if  any  of  it  was  pur- 
loined by  thofe  officers  who  are  appointed  by  the 
public,  there  is  no  queftion  but  that  the  public  is 
obliged  to  make  it  good  :  Befides,  thofe  who  had 
their  money  in  that  court  did  not  voluntarily  put 
it  there  ;  they  were  all  obliged,  contrary  to  their 
inclination,  to  leave  it  in  that  court  ;  they  could 
not  get  it  out  again  without  an  order  of  court  for 
that  purpofe  y  they  could  not  fo  much  as  inquire 

L  3  !  '^^ 
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in  what  manner  their  money  was  difpofed  of : 
Whereas,  with  refpe(5l  to  the  fuffcrers  in  the  cha.- 
ritable  corporation,  they  have  no  pretence  of  ha- 
ving trufted  the  pubhc  with  their  money  ;  they 
vokmtarily  put  their  money  there  ;  they  might 
have  taken  it  out  when  they  would,  and  they 
might  have  every  day  inquired  into  the  manage- 
ment of  it  ;  fo  that  what  they  have  loft  is  intirely 
owing  to  their  own  a6l  and  deed,  or  at  leaft  to 
their  own  negle6l  -,  they  have  nothing  but  compaf- 
fion  to  plead  for  granting  them  any  relief  from  the 
public,  and  I  am  afaid,  if  we  confider  the  public 
aright,  and  the  loads  it  already  labours  under,  we 
mud  conclude  it  is  not  in  a  proper  condition  for 
granting  fuch  large  charities.  That  other  inftance. 
Sir,  relating  to  the  tax  for  relieving  the  orphans 
of  the  city  of  London^  is  ilill  lefs  to  the  prefent 
cafe  ;  it  is  a  local  tax  •,  it  extends  no  farther  than 
the  city  of  London^  and  jt  was  mofl  reafonable, 
that  the  citizens  of  Londo?i  fliould  be  obliged 
to  make  good  the  lofs  that  was  fuftained  by  per- 
fons  who  were  under  a  necefiity  of  trufling  their 
money  to  them,  or  at  lead  to  the  officers  appoint- 
ed by  them. 

<  Now  as  to  lotteries,  Sir,  the  honourable  gen- 
tlem.an  miftakes  it,  if  he  imagines,  that  the  frauds 
committed  in  private  lotteries  was  the  only  reafon 
for  prohibiting  by  an  exprefs  law  the  fetting  up 
of  any  fuch.  Every  lotter/,  public  or  private,  is 
a  public  nufance,  becaufe  it  makes  a  great  many 
poor  unthinking  people  ruin  themfelves,  by  ven- 
turing more  money  in  that  way  thafi  their  circum- 
flances  can  admit  of ;  and,  as  all  lotteries  are  a 
fort  of  gaming  tables,  they  give  great  encourage- 
ment to  idlenefs  and  extravagance,  by  buoying  up 
weak  people  with  the  hopes  of  getting  riches  in 
another  way  than  that  of  induftry  and  frugality, 
which  is  the  only  way  of  getting  riches  that  ought 
to  be  encouraged  by  a  wife  people  ;    therefore, 

*  Sir, 
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'  Sir,  the  caufc  of  the  law  does  not  ccale  with  re- 

*  fpc6l  to  the  lottery  now  propofed,  but  will,  I  be- 
^  lieve,  grow  moi-e  ilrong  ?,gainft  it  than  againft  any 
'  public  lottery  that  ever  was  propofed  ;  for  confi- 
*■  dcring  the  expences  of  management  it  is  certain 

*  that  the  corporation,  or  the  fufFerers  therein,  can 

*  make  little  or  nothing  by  a  lottery,  unlefs  it  be 
'  made  fo  difadvantageous  to  the  adventurers,  that 

*  no  man  but  a  madman  will  put  any  money  into  it, 
'  and  if  fuch  a  lottery  ihould  fill,  it  would  be  a  very 
'  powerful  argument  againft  this  and  every  fuch  lot- 
''  tery  that  can  be  propofed,  for  it  is  really  granting 

*  a  licence  by  adl  of  Parliament  to  cheat  people  out 
'  of  their  money,  which  is  a  fort  of  proje6l  for  rai- 
'  fmg  money  that  this  houfe  will  never,  I  hope,  a- 
*■  gree  to  in  any  cafe  whatever. 

Lord  Hervey.     *  There  is,  in  my  opinion,  noLorAHer- 
*■  poilible  relief  can  be  given  to  thofe  unfortunate  ^^^'*^^"^^' 
'  people,  but  what  mud  be  attended  with  fome  in- 
'  conveniences.     I  am  in  general  as  much  againfl 
^  encouraging  lotteries   as  any  gentleman   in    this 
'  houfe  9  but  where  no  real  fraud  is  committed,  I 

*  cannot  think  that  a  lottery  is  a  thing  of  lb  bad 
'  confequence  ;  where  the  money  thereby  raifed  is 
'  duly  applied,  and  no  underhand  dealings  allowed 
'  to  be  put  in  praclice  .vhich,  to  be  fare.,  will  be 
'  taken  care  of  in  the  prefent  cafe,  it  cannot  be  at- 
^  tended  with  many  inconveniences  ;  and  as  a  lottery 
'  is  the  only  mediod  which  I  have  yet  heard  men- 
^  tioned,  or  can  think  of,  for  giving  relief  to  thofe 
^  objcfts  of  compaflion  we  have  now  under  our  con- 
'  fideration,  I  have  lb  much  pity  upon  them,  that  I 
'  think  the  few  inconveniences,  that  can  attend  fuch 
'  a  fmall  lottery  as  tiiat  of  500,000  /.  ought  in  the 
'  prefent  cafe  to  be  overlooked. 

"^  Upon  the  petition  of  the  proprietors  of  this  cor- 

'  poration  we  have  all  had  two  things  under  our  con- 

•^  fideration.     The  firft  was  that  of  doing  juilice  by 

L  4  *  puniflaing 
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punifliing  the  guilty  ;  in  this  we  have  gone  on  as 
we  ought  to  do  in  all  fuch  cafes  ;  we  have  pro- 
ceeded v/ith  the  utmoft  caution  ;  becaufe,  if  we 
had  been  rigorous  in  that  point,  we  might  readi- 
ly have  deviated  into  feverity,  which  in  all  cafes 
ought  to  be  carefudly  avoided  ,  but  as  to  the  o- 
ther  point,  which  is  that  of  giving  relief  to  the 
unfortunate  fufterers,  and  which  is  the  point  now 
before  us,  there  is  no  need  of  fo  great  caution  :  If 
in  this  v/e  fhould  go  a  little  too  far,  it  is  erring  up- 
on the  fafe  fide  *,  the  greatell  fault  we  can  be  guil- 
ty of,  is  that  of  ihewing  too  much  compafTion  and 
pity  for  thofe  innocent  perfons,  who  have  by  the 
frauds  of  others  became  proper  objedls  of  compaflion. 
^  It  cannot,  I  think,  be  faid,  that  we  are  begin- 
ning at  the  wrong  end,  by  voting  for  a  500,000  /. 
lottery,  before  we  know  the  number  of  fufferers 
that  are  objecSts  of  compaflion,  or  the  fum  that  will 
be  wanted  for  giving  them  a  proper  relief ;  be- 
caufe. Sir,  we  are  not  now  to  fettle  the  fcheme  of 
the  lottery  -,  before  that  is  fettled,  there  will  be 
time  to  inquire  into  what  fum  will  be  neceflfary  for 
giving  fuch  relief,  and  according  as  that  fum  is, 
large  or  fmall,  the  lottery  may  be  made  the  more 
or  rlie  lefs  advantageous  for  the  adventurers  :  If 
loccoo/.  fhould  be  found  to  be  neceffary  for  re- 
lieving all  thofe  of  the  fufferers,  who  are  really  ob- 
je6ls  of  compaflion,  there  mufl:  be  a  fifth  part  of 
the  money  contributed  by  the  adventurers  funk  for 
the  ufe  of  the  fufferers,  and,  if  it  fhould  be  found, 
that  half  that  fum  will  be  fufficient  for  the  end  pro- 
pofed,  then  it  v/ill  not  be  neceffary  to  fmk  above 
a  tenth  pari  of  the  mioney  contributed  by  t]\t  ad- 
venturers, and  whatfoever  is  thus  funk  by  the  ad- 
venturers, is  not  really  to  be  looked  on  as  money 
tlirown  away,  it  is  to  be  looked  on  as  fo  much 
money  given  by  them  for  a  charitable  ufe  ;  and 
the  raifing  of  this  charity  by  way  of  lottery,  is  pro- 
pofed  only  as  an  inducement  for  fome  people  to 

*  con« 


A.  1733.  D  E  B  x\  T  E  a  153 

^  contribute  towards  a  charitable  ufe,  wPio  would  not 
'  perhaps  otherwife  contribute  to  the  mod  charitable 

*  ufe  that  can  be  imagined.* 

Mafter  of  the  Rolls,      '  I  am,  Sir,  very  much g-,  j,,^^^ 

«  convinced,  and  I  find  it  is  generally  allowed,  thatJ-^^y^pi^ 

*  a  lottery  is  in  itfelf  a  bad  thing,  and,  I  think  it  is  ^"''^' 

*  likewife  allov/ed,  that  there  is  no  reafon  for  our 

*  coming  into  fuch  a  mealure  at  prelent,  but  only  the 

*  neceffity  we  are  under,  and  becaufe  no  other  means 

*  of  relief  can  be  thought  of.  There  is  no  fort  of 
^  lottery  can  be  fet  up,  but  what  mud  expofe  multi- 
*■  tudes  of  people  to  be  undone,  and  it  is  impolTible 
'  to  prevent  feveral  of    thofe  fraudulent   practices 

*  which  are  always  fet  up  under  the  fancftion  of  eve- 

*  ry  public  lottery.  If  then  a  lottery  be  in  itfelf  a 
'  bad  thing,  furely  the  lefs  we  have  of  it  the  better  ; 
^  why  fnould  we  vote  for  a  lottery  of  500,000  /.  if 

*  one  of  250,000/.  will  do  the  bufmefs  ?  This  con- 
'  fideration  alone  makes  it.  Sir,  in  my  opinion,  ne- 
^  ceffary  firfl  to  confider  w^ho  are  objed'S  of  compaf- 

*  fion,  and  what  fum  will  be  fufficient  to  relieve 
*'  them  ;  for  if  upon  fjch  inquiry  it  be  found  that  a 
^  lottery  of  250,000/.  will  be  fufficient  for  the  end 
'  propofed,  it  would  certainly  be  very  wrong  in  us  to 

*  vote  a  lottery  of  500,000  /.  for  we  feem  all  to  be 

*  convinced,  that  a  lottery  for  any  fum  will  do  mif- 

*  chief,  but  a  lottei-y  for  a  fmall  fum  can  never  do 

*  fo  much  mifchief  as  one  for  a  large  fum. 

Geor£-e  Heathcote^  Efq;  '  Sir,  I  mull  confefs  that^^^^^^^^^^; 
^  what  IS  now  propoled  leems  to  be  a  new  method  of 

*  raifing  charity,  but  I  hope  the  charitable  difpofi- 

*  tion  of  the  people  of  this  nation  is  not  as  yet  fo 

*  much  decayed,  as  to  make  it  neceflaiy  to  trick  them 

*  into  the  giving  of  charity  ;  when  they  are  fully 
^  convinced,  that  the  ufe  for  which  the  money  is  rai- 
^  fed,  is  really  charitable.  In  fuch  cafes  I  have  ne- 
l  ver  as  yet  obferved  the  people  backward  in  their 

'  contri- 
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*  contributions  ;  I  am,  indeed,  afraid  that  the  ob- 
'  jecls  of  charity  now  under  our  confideration,  would 
'  not  meet  with  any  great  rchef  from  the  people  ; 

*  for  the   generality  of  the  people  do  think,  that 

*  thofe  who  are  undone  by  any  fort  of  gaining 
'  or  ftock- jobbing,  are  not  proper  objccfts  of  chari- 
'  ty.  Thoie  who  are  ruined  by  fhip wrecks,  by  fire, 
'  or  fuch  accidents,    are  certainly  much  greater  ob- 

*  jccls  of  charity,  and  more  intitled  to  a  Parliamen- 
'  tary  relief  than  thofe  who  ever  were,  or  ever  can  be 
'  undone  by  the  mifmanagementof  any  public  flock 
'  whatever,  bccaule  every  proprietor  may  look  into 
'  the  affairs  of  the  company,  and  may  prevent  the 

*  mifmanagcment,    if  he  is  but  tolerably  carerul  of 

*  his  own  intertil ;  and  yet  we  have  never  feen  any 
'  of  the  former  fo  mnich  as  claun  a  relief  from  Par- 
^  liament. 

'  I  muft  obfcrve,  Sir,  that  what  v/e  are  now  about 
^  may  come  to  be  a  very  had  precedent ;  it  v/ill  for 

*  the  future  make  all  proprietors  of  public  funds  lefs 
'  careful  of  their  directors  and  managers ;  fo  that  I 

*  am  afraid,  we  may  have  many  apphcations  of  the 
^  lame  nature.     There  is  novv  a  company  under  our 

*  confideration,  which  will  likewife,  I  believe,  ftand 
'  in  need  of  the  fame  fort  of  relief  •,  and  I  do  not 
^  know,  but  that  in  nine  or  ten  years,  another  great 
'  company  may  find  themfelves  under  a  necelTity  of 

*  applying  for  fomething  of  the  fame  nature,  efpe- 
*-  cially  if  the  y  iliould  go  on  with  their  prefent  fcheme 
'  of  diminifliing  fo  confiderably  their  trading  capital, 

*  and  loading  it  with  all  the  debts  they  now  owe. 
'  For  thefe  reafons,  Sir,  as  well  as  a  great  many  o- 
^  thers,  I  cannot  but  be  againft  tlie  motion  now  in 
^  hand. 

Befides  the  fpcakers  before-mentioned  in  favour  of 
the  lottery,  the  following  gentlemen  fpoke  likewife 
for  it,  VIZ.  Jolvi  Ccrnuallfs^  Efq-,  Francis  IVhit- 
worthy  Efqi  and  John  Ncale^  Efq,  Then  a  motion 

was 
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was  made  for  the  chairman's  leaving  the  chair,  which 
was  leconded  by  Walter  Plummer^  Efq;  whereupon 
the  qucilion  was  pur,  but  upon  a  divifion  it  was  car- 
ried in  the  negative  85  to  6 1  j  after  which  the  com- 
mittee went  on,  and  came  to  feveral  refolutions, 
which  being  reported  upon  Tuefday  the  8th  day  of 
May  were  agreed  to,  and  the  houfe  thereon  or- 
dered a  bill  to  be  brought  in,  which  was  accord- 
ingly brought  in  and  palfed  into  a  law. 

As  foon  as  this  report  was  over,  and  a  bill,  in  pur- 
faance  of  the  refohitions,  ordered  in,  Mr.  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  acquainted  the  houfe,  Tiiat  he  had 
a  mcffige  from  Jiis  Majelly  to  the  houfe,  figned  by 
his  Majeily  ;  and  lie  delivered  the  fame  to  t\\^  Spea- 
ker, wlio  read  it  to  the  iioufe  •,  which  mefiage  was 
as  follows,  viz. 

GEORGE  R. 

'  His  Ivlajefty  having  received  from  the  Prince  of  ^^'^^[jjp 
^  Orange^  propofals  for  a  treaty  of  marriage  between  King  con- 
'  the   Prmccfs   Royal  and  the  faid  Prince,  and  hisSrria|f  of 
'  Majeily  having  been  pleafed  favourably  to  accept  ro^^i"'"'"^* 
'  the  inflances  made  by  the  Prince,  his  Highnefs  has 
'  fent  over   a  minifter,    inftru6led  and  authorifed 
'  with  full  powers  to  treat  of  and  conclude  the  arti- 

*  cles    of  marriage  :    His    Majefly  has  therefore 

*  tln.Qi]ght  it  proper  to  communicate  this  important 
'  affliir  to  this  houfe  •,  and  as  he  makes  no  doubt  but 
'  this  marriage  will  be  to  the  general  fatisfadion 
'  of  all  his  good  fubjedhs,  he  promifes  himfelf  the 
'  concurrence  and  aUiftance  of  this  houfe,  in  ena- 
'  bling  him  to  give  fuch  a  portion  to  his  eldefl 
'  daughter,  as  fliali  be  fuitable  to  the  prefent  oc- 
^  cafion,  and  may  contribute    towards   fupporting 

*  with  honour  and  dignity  an  alliance,  that  will  tend 

*  fo  much  to  the  farther  fecurity  of  the  Proteftant  fuc- 

*  ceffion  to  the  crown  of  thefe  realms,   and  to  the 

*  Protcilant  intereil  in  Euroj^e.^ 

Where- 
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Whereupon  the  houfe  immediately  refolved  upon 
an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  which  was  the  fame  day 
drawn  up  by  a  committee  appointed  for  thatpurpofe, 
and  approved  of  by  the  houfe,  and  was  as  follows, 
viz. 

Mvft  gracious  Sovereign^ 

Ifco^mons^  ^TT*  ^  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 

aaaS"J"°"'''  VV     fubjcdts,   the  Commons  of  Grf^/ 5r//<3/;^ 

'  in  Parliament  alTembled,  return  your  Majefty  our 

^  mofc  dutiful  thanks,  for  being  graciouily  plcafed  to 

*  communicate  to  us  your  royal  intentions,  of  con- 
'  eluding  a  marriage  between  the  Princefs  royal  and 

*  the  Prince  of  Orange, 

*-  The  happy  profpeft  of  feeing  this  alliance  en- 

*  tered  into  and  concluded  with  a  Prince,  whofe  fa- 
'  m.ily  has  always  diflinguifhed  itfelf  in  ilipport  of 
'  the  Proteilant  Rehgion,  and  in  defence  of  the  liber- 
'  ties  oi Europe.,  gives  us  the  greatefl  fatisfadlion  :  We 

*  remember,  v/ith  gratitude,  the  great. and  infinite 
'  benefits  procured  to  this  nation  by  that  illuilrious 
'  houfe  -,  and  v/e  cannot  but  promife  ourfelves  a  far- 
'  ther  fecurity  to  the  Proteilant  fuccelTion  to  the 
^  crown  of  thefe  realms,  from  the  renewal  of  that  u- 

*  nion,  which  gave  birth  to,  and  laid  the  foundation 

*  of  this  ineflimableblelTing. 

'  And  we  beg  leave  to  affure  your  Majefly,  thatj 

f  to  dem.onfbrate  our  duty,  zeal  and  affe6lion  to  your 

*  Majefty,  and  to  teftify  the  juft  fenfe  we  have  of 
^  the  fmgular  merits  and  eminent  virtues  of  the  Prin- 
'  cefs  royal,  we  will  enable  your  Majefty  to  give  her 
'  fuch  a  portion,  as  may  conduce  to  her  future  hap- 

*  pinefs,  and  to  the  fupporting  her  Royal  Highnefa 
^  with  honour  and  dignity.^ 

This  addrefs  was  next  day  prefented  to  his  Ma- 
jefty by  the  whole  houfe,  and  on  the  loth,  Mr. 
Speaker  reported  his  Majefty's  anfwer,  which  was 
thus  i 

*  Gen-: 
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Geittlemsn^ 
*  I  give  you  my  thanks  for  this  new  inllance  of  Hi,  m^j.. 
'  your  duty  and  affc<5i:ion.      Nothing  can  be  more^^'-'^'^^^y"' 
'  acceptable  to  me  than  your  great  readinefs  in  com- 

*  plying  with  this  demand,  and  the  perlbnal  regard 

*  you  have  fhewn  to  me  and  my  family.* 

The  houfe  having,  upon  the  9th,    refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  take  his 
Majefly's  moft  gracious  anfwer  into  confideration, 
and  having  therein  come  to  the  folio v/ing  reiblution^. 
viz.    That  out  of  the  money  then  remaining  in  the 
receipt  of  the  Exchequer.,  arifen  by  fale  of  lands  in 
the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher^s^  his  Majefty  be  enabled 
to  apply  the  fum  of  80,000  /.  for  the  marriage  por- 
tion of  the  Princefs  royal :  The  fame  was  next  day 
reported  and  agreed  to  by  the  houfe,  and  it  was  or- 
dered. That  it  ihould  be  an  inilrudlion  to  the  gen^ 
tlemen,  who  were  appointed  to  prepare  and  briiag 
in  a  bill,  purfuant  to  the  refolution  of  the  houfe,  of- 
the  26th  day  ox  February  lafb,   (that  towards  raifing.. 
the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty,  there  fhould  be  if~^ 
fued  and  applied  the  fam  of  500,000  /.  out  of  fuch 
monies  as  had  arifen  from  the  furpluifes,  exceffes,  or . 
overplus  monies,  commonly  called  the  finking  fund^ 
over  and  above  what  had  been  applied  to  the  pay- 
ment of  one  million  towards  difcharging  the  national 
debt,  purfuant  to  an  ad  of  the  lafc  feffion  of  Parlia- 
ment) that  they  fhould  prepare  and  infer t  a  claufe 
therein,  purfuant  to  this  refolution. 

Upon  the  fame  day,    viz.  on  Thurfday  the  lothy^^^.^^^^^^ 
day  of  May.,  a  very  extraordinary  a&air  happened  ivxia't-d  m^mo- 
the  houfe,  and  of  confequence  they  came  thereupon^^ 
to  a  very  extraordinary  refolution  :    The  affair  was 
this :  A  memorial  of  the  council,  and  reprefentatives 
of  the  province  of  the  Majjaclmfets  Bay,  v/as  prefent- 
cd  to  the  houfe  and  read,  laying  before  the  houfe 
t\it  diflicukics  and  diilreiles  they  laboured  under,  a- 

rifing 
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rifing  from  a  royal  inflru6lion  given  to  the  then  pre- 
fent  governor  of  the  faid  province,  in  relation  to  the 
iffuing  and  difpofing  of  the  public  money  of  the  fiid 
province,  and  moving  the  houfe  to  allow  their  agent 
to  be  heard  by  counfel  upon  that  aiTair  ;  reprefent- 
ingalfothe  difRculties  they  were  under,  from  a  royal 
inftruclion  given,  as  aforefaid,  reflraining  the  emif- 
fion  of  bills  of  credit;  and  concluding  with  a  peti- 
tion, that  the  houfe  would  take  their  cafe  into  con- 
fideration,  and  become  intercellbrs  for  them  with  his 
Majefty,  that  he  would  be  graciouily  pleafed  to  with- 
draw the  faid  inilru6ljons,  as  contrary  to  their  char- 
ter, and  tending  in  their  own  nature  to  diilrefs,  if 
not  ruin  them. 

After  fome  little  debate,  the  houfe,  it  feem.s, 
thought  it  unneceffary  to  inquire  into  this  affair,  but 
came  to  the  following  refolution,  viz, 

Refolved^ 
*  That  the  complaint,  contained  In  this  memorial 
^  and  petition,  is  frivolous  and  groundiefs,  an  high 
*  infult  upon  his  Majefty's  government,  and  tending 
'  to  fhake  off  the  dependency  of  the  faid  colony  upon 
'  this  kingdom,  to  which  by  law  and  right  they  are 
^  and  ought  to  be  fubjed.' 

Whereupon  it  was  ordered,  that  the  faid  petition 
fhould  be  rejedled.  We  fhall  leave  to  future  ages  to 
make  remarks  upon  this  refolution  -,  but  it  feems  not 
much  to  encourage  complaints  to  Parliament  from 
any  of  our  colonies  in  the  Weft -Indies. 

Immediately  after  this  petition  was  rejeded,  a 
moll  jufl  complaint  was  made  to  the  houfe,  by  colo- 
nel Bladen.,  of  the  proceedings  of  the  houfe  of  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  faid  province  of  Majjachufcis  Bay 
againil  Jeremiah  Dunbar.,  Elq-,  and  the  cenfure  paf- 
fed  upon  him  by  the  faid  reprefentatives  in  the  months 
of  December  and  January  iaft,  for  giving  evidence 
in  the  felTion  of  Parliament  preceding  the  then  laff , 

be« 
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before  a  committee  of  the  houfe,  to  whom,  the  a  then 
depending  in  the  houfe,  for  the  better  fecuring  and 
encouraging  the  trade  of  his  Majefly's  fugar  colonies 
in  America^  was  committed  •,  and  a  paper  printed  at 
Bofton  in  New  England^  in  titled,  Votes  of  the  houfe  of 
reprefcntatives^  being  offered  to  the  houfe,  the  lame 
was  brought  up  to  the  table,  and  feveral  paragraphs 
therein  were  read,  in  which  the  aforementioned  pro- 
ceedings againif  the  laid  Jeremiah  Dunbar^  and  the 
faid  cenfure  paffed  upon  him,  were  contained:  Where- 
upon it  was  refolved,  nemtne  contradicente^  That  the 
prcfuming  to  call  any  perfon  to  account,  or  to  pafs  a 
cenfure  upon  him,  for  evidence  given  by  fuch  perfan 
before  that  houfe,  or  any  committee  thereof,  was  an 
audacious  proceeding,  and  an  high  violation  of  the 
privileges  of  that  houie  ;  and  it  was  ordered.  That 
a  committee  fliouid  be  appointed  to  inquire,  who 
were  the  authors  and  abettors  of  the  proceedings  a- 
gainfl:  Jereyniah  Dunbar ^^Efqy  in  the  houfe  of  repre- 
lentatives  of  the  Alajfachufets  Bay,  in  the  months,  of 
December  and  January  lail  paft,  at  Bofton  in  New 
England^  on  account  of  evidence  given  by  the  fai4 
Jeremiah  Dunbar  before  a  committee  of  the  houfe, 
in  the  year  1730  -,  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
accordingiy,and  that  all  that  came  fhould  have  voices; 
and  alfo,  that  they  fhould  have  power  to  fend  for 
perfons,  papers,  and  records.  But  we  do  not  hear 
that  this  committee  ever  made  any  report,  for  the 
dehnqucnts,  itfeems,  and  the  place  of  delinquency- 
were  at  fuch  a  diilance,  that  they  could  hardly  have 
had  a  return  from  thence,  if  they  had  begun  to  fit 
the  very  firft  day  of  the  feffion  of  Parliament ;  and 
we  believe,  that  a  committee  appointed  in  one  feflion 
cannot  well  make  a  report  in  any  following  feflion, 
nor  can  a  felTion  of  Parliament  found  any  refolutions 
or  orders  upon  inquiries  made,  or  examinations  ta- 
ken by  any  committee  of  a  former  feffion,  or  even  by 
the  houfe  itfeif,  without  an  ad  of  Parliament  for  that 
purpofe. 

3  .         The 
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affair  inihc      '^^^  houfc  of  Lords  having  ordered  the  fugar  co- 
houie  ot      lony  bill   to  be  committed  on  Tburfday  the   3d  of 
^°^  ^        May  ',  before  the  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  that  com- 
mittee, the  right  honourable  the  Lord  Batburfi  flood 
up,  and  Ipoke  to  the  following  efFed:,  viz. 

Lord  B^-  6  My  Lords,  I  have  a  fmall  motion  which  I  in- 
fpeech!  '  tend  to  make  to  this  houfe,  and  therefore  I  fhall 
'  take  the  opportunity  to  make  it  before  your  Lord- 
'  {hips  enter  upon  the  bufinefs  of  the  day.  I  do  not 
^  know,  my  Lords,  but  that  fome thing  relating  to 
'  the  South-Sea  company  may  fpeedily  come  before 
'  your  Lordfhips,  and  as  in  fuch  cafes  we  ought  al- 
'  ways  to  be  well  prepared,  and  fully  inftruded,  by 
'  having  all  proper  papers  laid  before  us,  therefore 
'  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  move  to  your  Lordfhips, 

*  that  the  diredors  of  the  South-Sea  company  may  be 
'  ordered  to  lay  before  this  houfe,  an  account  how 

*  the  produce  of  the  forfeited  eftates  of  the  diredors 

*  of  that  company,  in  the  year  1720,  has  been  dif- 

*  poied  of,  and  all  the  orders  made  in   the  general 

*  courts  of  that  company,  relating  to  the  difpofal 
'  thereof. 

'  This  account,  my  Lords,  I  now  move  for,  that 

*  the  prefent  diredlors  of  that  company  may  have 
'  time  to  prepare  it,  that  fo  the  bufinefs  of  the  houfe 

*  may  not  be  retarded  by  the  want  of  fuch  an  ac- 

*  count,  in  cafe,  upon  any  emergency,  we  fhould 

*  have  occafion  for  it.  In  looking  over  the  papers 
'  upon  our  table,  I  find  there  is  an  account  lying 
'  there  of  the  total  amount  of  tliofe  forfeited  eflates  ; 
'  which  account  was  laid  before  this  houfe,  in  pur- 

*  fuance  of  a  claufe  in  an  a6t  of  Parliament,  by  the 

*  truftees  appointed  by  the  fame  a6l  of  Parliament, 
'  for  coUecStmg  thofe  eflates  for  the  benefit  of  the 
<  company ;  and  accordingly,  after  the  mofl  of  thofe 

*  eflates  were  colledled,  the  truflees  were  ordered, 

*  by  other  ads,   to  deliver  over  the  produce  of  the 

*  faid  eilates  to  the  diredors  of  that  company,  in  or- 

I  .       '  der 
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'  der  to  be  divided  by  them  among  the  proprietors^ 
'  according  to  the  rules  prefcribed  by  thofe  ads. 
'  This  account,  therefore,  being  aheady  upon  our 
'  table,  as  a  charge  againfl  the  truftees  and  the  di- 

*  redlors  of  that  company,  and  as  we  have  as  yet  fccn 
'  no  account  of  difcharge  in  relation  to  that  money, 
'  I  think  it  is  neceflfary,  it  is  even  incumbent  upon 

*  your  Lordfhips  to  call  for  the  fame,  in  order  that 
'  you  may  fee,  and  that  the  reft  of  the  nation  may, 

*  by  your  means,  be  fatisfied,  that  the  terms  of  the 
'  a6t  of  Parliament  have  been  pundually  complied 
^  with.' 

This  motion  was  feconded  by  the  Earl  of  Chefier- 
field ;  and  the  Lord  Delawar^  who  then  fat  as  Speaker 
of  the  houfe,  in  the  abfence  of  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
having  repeated  the  motion,  in  order  to  put  the 
queftion  upon  it,  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  got  up  and 
fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows : 

'  My  Lords,  I  did  not  well  hear  this  motion  when  Duke  of 

*  it  was  firft  made  by  the  noble  Lord,  but  now  that  i^^^.^^if ^'''^ 

*  I  have  heard  it  repeated,  I  muft  fay,  that  I  cannot 

*  find  out  any  reafon  your  Lordfliips  have  for  calling 
'  for  the  account  now  moved  for,  at  leaft  at  this 

*  time :  There  is  at  prefent  nothing  before  us  rela- 

*  ting  to  that  company,  nor  do  I  know  of  any  thing 

*  that  is  to  be  laid  before  us ;  there  is  not,  I  am  fure, 

*  any  Lord  in  this  houfe  that  can  know  of  any  bill 

*  to  be  brought  before  us  any  v/ay  relating  to  the 

*  affairs  of  that  company,  at  leaft  there  is  no  Lord 

*  that  can  know  of  fuch  a  bill,  in  a  way  proper  for 

*  grounding  fuch  a  motion  upon.     If  there  really 

*  be  any  fuch  bill,  it  is,  I  think,  time  enough  to 

*  call  for  fuch  an  account  when  the  bill  is  adually 

*  brought  before  us ;  and  the  pretence  made  ufe  of 

*  for  moving  at  this  time  for  fuch  an  account,  I  can 

*  fee  no  ground  for ;   becaufe  if  any  fuch  bill  be 

*  brought  before  us,  the  direflors  of  that  company 

Vol.  XL  M  '  will 
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*  will  always  have  time  enough  to  prepare  and  bring 
'-.jp  the  account  now  moved  for,  between  the  firfl 
'  and  fecond  reading  of  the  bill ;  and  therefore,  my 
'  Lords,  till  I  fee  fome  fuch  bill  brought  into  this 
'  houfc,  I  (hall  be  againft  making  any  fuch  order  as 

*  is  now  mov'd  for.' 

lore*  Ba-  Lord  Bathurft,     *  When  I  made  this  motion,  my 

I/:.,/?  again.,  Lords,  I  hardly  expeded  it  would  have  been  op- 

*  pofed,  but  fince  1  find  it  is  like  to  be  fo,  I  mufl 
^  beg  leave  to  give  my  reafons  for  my  motion  a  lit- 
'  tie  more  at  large.  As  to  the  account  I  have  now 
'  moved  for,  I  think  your  Lordihips  have  not  only 
'  good  reafon,  but  it  is  your  duty  to  call  for  it,  whe- 
'  ther  there  be  any  bill  relating  to  that  company  to 
^  come  before  us  or  no.  I  told  you,  that  I  was  the 
^  other  day  fo  far  in  my  duty  as  to  be  looking  over 

*  and  confidering  the  papers  upon  our  table,  which 

*  is  a  duty  I  have,  I  muft  confefs,  too  often  neglec- 
'  ted  ;  among  thofe  papers  I  found  an  account  of  a 
'  very  large  fum  of  money  received  by  the  truflees^ 
'  out  of  the  eftates  of  the  diredlors  of  the  South-Sect 
'  company,  in  the  year  1 720  :  Upon  feeing  that  ac- 
'  count,  I  began  to  examine  a  little  farther  into  that 
^  affair,  and  I  found  that  that  account  was  laid  be- 
'  fore  us  in  purfuance  of  the  diredlions  given  by  an 
^  ad  paffed  in  the  year  1721,  by  which  thofe  truf- 

*  tees  were  appointed  to  give  a  particular  account  in 
^  writing  to  the  King,  and  to  either  houfe  of  Parlia- 
'  ment,  of  the  effeds  of  their  proceedings  :  And  by 

*  two  a6ls  fince  the  bringing  in  of  that  account,  I 
'  find,  that  the  truftces  are  direfted  to  deliver  over  tQ 
'  the  directors  of  the  South- Sea  company  the  produce 
'  of  thofe  eftates,  to  be  by  them  diftributed  among 
'  the  proprietors,  according  to  the  directions  of  thofe 
«  ads. 

'  Now,  my  Lords,  I  hope  there  is  no  Lord  in 

*  this  houfe  who  imagines,  that  we  are,  in  any  cafe, 
'  to  fee  only  one  fide  of  an  account  5  are  we,  my 

•  '  Lords, 
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'  Lords,  to  fee  people  charge  thcmfclves  with  the 
'  receipt  of  two  or  three  millions  of  money  in  trtnl 
'  for  the  proprietors  of  the  South-Sea  com.parry,  and 
""  to  take  no  care  or  concern  firthcr  about  it  ? 
'  Surely  the  very  nature  of  the  tiling  requires,  that 
'  we  fhould  fee  them  difchargc  thernfelves  honeftly 
'  and  fairly  of  that  money,  which  they  have,  by  an 
'  account  now  upon  our  table,  clia!^gcd  thernfelves 

*  with. 

*•  This  we  have  not  only  a  title,  but  v/e  are  in 
'  duty  bound  to  inquire  into  :  We  have,  my  Lords, 
'  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  management  and  dif- 
'  pofal  of  all  public  monies,  and  we  are  at  pi-efent 
'  the  more  obliged  to  exercife  this  right,  becaufe  of 

*  the  many  enormous  frauds  which  have  been  lately 
'  difcovered  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of 
'  fuch  companies.  I  do  remember,  my  Lords,  that 
'  a  noble  Lord,  for  whom  I  have  always  had  a  very 
'  great  efteem,  faid  lail  year  in  this  houfe,  molt 
'  juilly  and  moll  emphatically,  that  if  v/e  did  not  take 
'  care  to  put  a  flop  to  fuch  enormous  abufes,  our 
'  credit  would  intirely  fink  am.ong  our  neighbours 

*  abroad;    foreigners  would  look  upon  the  whole 

*  nation  to  be  a  perfed  den  of  thieves.  Even  as  to 
'  the  company  now  under  our  confideration,  there 
'  have  been  many  and  loud  complaints  of  frauds  and 
'  abufes  in  the  management  of  their  afi^airs ;  v/hich 
'  public  comi^laints,  if  there  v/ere  no  other  reafon, 
'  ought  to  be  an  inducement  for  us  to  inquire  into 
'  the  late  management  of  their  affairs.  Upon  fuch 
'  inquiry  I  hope  thefe  complaints  will  appear  to  be 

*  groundlefs ;  but  it  is  certain  that  the  peojDle  cannot 

*  be  fatisfied  without  making  a  narrow  fcrutiny,  at 
'  leait  into  that  part  of  their  affairs,  v/hich  the  mo- 
'  tion  I  have  now  made  relates  to.  We  cannot, 
'  my  Lords,  difcharge  our  duty  to  our  country  v/ith- 
'  out  making  fuch  an  inquiry  -,  and  nov/  that  I  have 
'  made  the  motion,  I  hope  it  will  be  agreed  to ;  for 
'  if  it  fliould  not,  I  dread  the  confcquences ;  the  put- 
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'  ting  a  negative  upon  fuch  a  queftion,  would  cer- 
'  tainly  injure  the  public  credit  of  the  nation  among 
'  foreigners  •,  it  might  probably  be  the  caufe  of  their 
'  drawing  all  their  money  out  of  our  funds  at  once, 
*  which  would  give  fuch  a  fhock  both  to  the  trade 
'  and  the  credit  of  this  nation,  that  I  tremble  to 
'  think  of  it.' 

T.uiofScj)-  Earl  of  Scarborough,  *  My  Lords,  I  am  much 
rpceeh' '  '  obliged  to  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft,  for  the 
'  good  opinion  he  has  expreffed  of  me.  It  is  very 
'  true,  I  remember  it  well,  that  laft  feflion  of  Par- 
*■  liament  I  faid,  upon  a  remarkable  occafion,  that 
'  foreigners  would  look  upon  us  as  a  den  of  thieves, 

*  if  proper  care  were  not  taken  to  fee  the  affairs  of 
*-  our  public  companies  more  honeftly  manag'd  than 
'  they  have  been  for  fome  time :  I  am  ftill,  my 
'  Lords,  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  as  I  think  there 

*  is  no  more  effectual  way  of  making  the  managers 
'  of  fuch  companies  honeft,  than  that  of  frequent 
'  parliamentary  inquires  into  their  condu6l,  there- 
'  fore  I  have  ahvays  been  for  encouraging  fuch  in- 
'  quiries,  and  I  fhall  never  be  againft  a  proportion 

*  for  any  fuch,  when  it  is  reafonably  offered  by  any 
'  Lord  in  this  houfe  :    But  in  the  prefent  cafe,  my 

*  Lords,  the  noble  Lord,  who  made  the  motion, 

*  has  not  only  a  great  deal  of  reafon  for  what  he 

*  propofes,  but,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  abfolutely  ne- 
'  ceffary  for  us  to  agree  to  the  propofition  he  has 

*  made  •,  for  though  there  were  no  complaints  againft 
'  the  late  management  of  that  company's  affairs,  yet 
'  the  difpofal  of  that  money,  which  is  nowmov'd  to 
'  be  inquired  into,  feems  to  have  been  fo  di redly 

*  put  under  our  care,  that  we  cannot  in  honour  fhun 
'  making  an  exadl  inquiry  into  it  •,  and  if  there  is 
'  any  reafon  for  delaying  the  inquiry,  it  certainly 

*  ought  to  come  from  the  truftees,  or  from  the  di- 

*  redtors  of  that  company,  it  cannot  come  properly 
'  from  any  Lord  in  this  houfe ,  when  fuch  excufe 

^  comes 
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*  comes  to  be  made  to  us/we  may  then  judge,  whe- 
'  ther  it  is  a  good  one  or  not;  but  that  can  be  no 
'  realbn  for  our  delaying  to  order  the  account  now 
'  moved  for  to  be  laid  before  us.' 

Earl  of  Hay,     *  It  has  always  been  my  opipion,|^;^J,[^'^>'' 

<  my  Lords,  that  when  any  iinexpeded  motion  is 

*  made  by  any  Lord  in  this  houfe,  it  ought  not  to 
'  be  immediately  debated  or  agreed  to,  the  debate 

*  ought  to  be  adjourned,  and  a  day  appointed  for 

*  taking  the  motion  into  confideration,  that  thereby 

*  every  Lord  may  have  an  opportunity  of  being 
«  fully  apprifed  of  the  queftion  about  which  he  is  to 
'  give  his  opinion  ;  for  when  long  and  complicated 
'  motions,  fuch  as  what  we  are  now  on,  are  made  to 

<  the  houfe,  it  is  impoflible  to  underRand  all  the 
'  parts  of  them,  and  to  confider  fully  the  confe- 

*  quences  with  which  they  may  be  attended,  without. 
«  having  fome  little  time  allow'd  for  that  purpofe. 

'  For  my  own  part,  my  Lords,  I  never  fhall  be 
'  again  ft  inquiries,  when  there  appears  any  founda- 

*  tion  for  the  making  of  fuch  :  It  is  certain  that  the 
«  inquiry  ftriclly  into  the  management  of  affairs 
'  of  any  kind,  is  the  moft  proper,  I  may  fay  the 
'  only  way  of  making  the  managers  diligent  and 
«  faithful  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duty  •,  but  as  the 
'  making  of  no  inquiry  might  be  attended  with  very 
«  bad  confequences,  fo  the  making  of  too  frequent 
^  or  groundlefs  inquiries  might  be  attended  v/ith  full 
^  as  bad,  if  not  worfe :  The  making  of  too  frequent 

*  or  groundlefs  inquiries  into   the  managem.ent  of 

*  our  public  funds,  would  make  people's  properties 
^  in  fuch  funds  fo  precarious,  and  would  keep  them 

*  always  in  fo  fluduating  a  condition,  that  no  man 

*  would  like  to  have  any  property  or  fl-iare  in  them  \ 

*  and  therefore,  for  preferving  public  credit  both  at 

*  home  and  abroad,  a  medium  ought  to  be  obferv'd 
<  between  the  two  extremes.  We  are  not,  whenever 
^  i^  Ihall  pleafe  any  Lgrd  in  this  houfe,  to  move  for 

■"  '^     M  3  *  an 
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an  inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  any  of  our  public 
companies,  we  are  not,  I  lay,  my  Lords,  to  agree 
immediately  with  the  motion  :  We  ought  firfl  to 
examine,  v/hether  there  be  any  grounds  for  fuch  an 
inquiry,  and  what  may  be  the  confequences  of  it, 
and  after  the  mofi  mature  deliberation  we  ought 
then  to  give  our  opinions,  and  to  agree  with  the 
morion  or  difagree,  as  we  fee  caufe.  Shall  we,  my 
Lords,  without  any  caufe  or  rcafon  for  fo  doing, 
cxcep 


that  of 


its  being  m^oved  for,  give  the  ma- 
nagers and  fervants  of  a  public  com.pany  the  trou- 
ble, and  put  them  to  tlie  expence  of  attending  for 
months  together  at  this  houfe;  of  bringing  their 
books  of  account,  their  vouchers  and  other  papers 
befDre  us,  and  thereby  put  a  full  flop  to  the  bufi- 
ncfs  of  that  company  for  perhaps  a  quarter  of  a 
year  afca  time  :  Such  a  piece  of  complaifance  is  not 
to  be  expected  by  any  Lord  in  this  houfe,  infcead 


of  m 


-rting. 


it  would  m.oil  certainly  ruin  all 


maFJner  of  public  credit  whatfocver. 
>  i(^«  to"  the  inquiry  now  moved  for,  I  do  not 
teow,  miy  Lords,  but  that  it  may  be  necefTary ;  I 
do  not  know  but  that  there  may  be  very  fufficient 
realbns  for  our  calling  immediately  for  fuch  an 
account,  but  I  cannot  fo  quickly  determine  myfelf 
either  one  way  or  the  other :  It  is  an  affair  that  has 
fo  long  lain  over,  and  at  the  fame  time  it  is  an  af- 
fair of  liich  confequence,  that  I  do  not  think  any 
of  your  Loruihips  ought  to  determine  yourfelves 
oif-hand.  All  thofe  who  have  not  before  confi- 
de'red  this  quefbion .  ought  to  have  fome  time  al- 
lov/ed  them  for  that  purpofe,  and  therefore,  my 
Lords,  I  fnall  move  that  the  debate  upon  the  mo- 
tion now  made,  may  be  adjourned  only  till  to-mor- 
row :  This,  miy  Lord^,  is  fo  fliort  a  delay,  that  I 
hope  none  of  your  Lordfnips  will  be  againft  it.* 


VirUUhef'     Earl  of  Cheftcrfield,     "■  My  Lords,  if  the  motion 
itc^ch.'     «  no\y  made  to  us^  had  been  for  an  inquiry  into  the 

*  affairs 
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*■  alTairs  of  the  South-Sea  company,  it  might  per- 

*  haps  have  required  fome  time  to  confider  of  it ;  or 

*  if  the  queftion  was  compHcated,  fome  time  might 

*  be  necefTary ;  but,  my  Lords,  the  motion  now  made 

*  to  us  is  not  for  any  fuch  inquiry ;  it  is  no  comph- 

*  cated  queftion,  it  is  as  plain,  as  fimple  a  queftion 

*  as  ever  came  before  this  houfe.  We  have  had 
^  feveral  years  ago  an  account  laid  before  us,  by 

*  which  fome  gentlemen  have  charged  themfelves 

*  with  the  receipt  of  a  very  large  fum  of  money  for 
'  a  public  ufe  ;  thofe  gentlemen  have  fince  been  di 

*  reded  by  a6t  of  Parliament  to  apply  that  money 

*  to  the  proper  ufe,  and  the  queftion  nov/  before  us 

*  is  only,  that  thofe  gentlemen  may  bring  in  their 

*  account  of  difcharge.  The  noble  Lord  who  made 
«  the  motion  did  not,  at  firft,  fo  much  as  mention 
'  the  inquiry,  and  that  account  when  it  comes  in^ 
'  will,  I  hope,  be  fo  full,  fo  plain,  and  fo  fatisfac- 

*  tory,  that,  I  hope,,  it  will  prevent  an  inquiry,  if 
^  any  fuch  thing  was  really  defigned  -,   but  fmce  we 

*  have  had  the  account  of  charge  laid  before  us,  it 

*  is  furely  incumbent  upon  us  to  call  for  the  account; 
^  of  difcharge  ^  we  are  certainly  in  duty  bound  to 

*  fee  the  truftees  and  the  directors  of  that  company 

*  difcharge  themfelves  of  that  large  fum,  with  the 
'  receipt  of  which  they  have  long  ago  charged 
^  themfelves  by  an  account  laid  before  us. 

*  This,  my  Lords,  is  our  duty,  and  ihall  we  re- 

*  quire  time  to  confider  whether  or  no  we  ought  to 

*  do  our  duty  ?    I  hope  no  Lord  in  this  houfe  will 

*  infift  upon  having  fo  much  as  one  hour  to  confi- 
'  der  of  fuch  a  queftion.  The  calling  for  that  ac- 
^  count  has  already  been  too  long  delayed  ;  the  affair 
'  has  lain  dormant  too  long,  and  therefore,  I  hope^ 

*  your  Lordfhips  will  not  want  any  time  to  confide^ 

*  whether  or  no  you  are  now  to  do  that  which  ought 
I  to  have  been  done  fome  time  ago,* 

M  4  Pi'ke 
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Duke  of  Newcaftle,     '  My  Lords,  I  mud  beg 
leave  to  think,  that  the  very  argument  which  the 
noble  Lord  v/ho  fpoke  laft  has  made  iife  of  for 
our  not  taking  time  to  confider  of  this  queftion,  is 
a  llrong  argument  for  our  taking  fome  time  to 
confider  of  it.  It  is  now,  my  Lords,  ten  or  twelve 
years  fmce  that  affair  happened,  which  the  prefent 
queftion  relates  to,    and  no  inquiry  having  been 
made  into  it  in  all  that  time,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
very  good  reafon  for  not  agreeing  now  to  enter 
upon  fuch  an  inquiry,  without  taking  fome  time  to 
refrelh  our  memories,  and  to  confider  of  what  we 
are  going  about.     The  noble  Lords  may  call  the 
motion  nov/  made  to  us  by  what  name  they  pleafe, 
they  may  call  it  a  motion  for  an  inquiry  or  not, 
as  they  think  proper  •,  but  the  calling  for  an  ac- 
count is  certainly  the  beginning,  at  leaft,  of  an  in- 
quiry :    When  that  account  comes  in,  it  is  to  be 
fuppofed,  that  your  Lordfhips  will  then  inquire, 
at  leaft,  into  that  affair  which  the  account  relates 
'  to. 

*  If  there  were  no  other  reafon,    I  fhould,  my 
■  Lords,  be  for  delaying  it,  at  leaft,  till  to-morrow, 

•  out  of  regard  to  the  Lords  who  now  happen  not 
'  to  be  prefent :    A  queftion  of  fuch  confequence 

•  ought  not  to  be  agreed  to  without  giving  every 
'  Lord,  at  leaft,  an  opportunity  of  being  prefent, 
'  and  of  giving  his  opinion  upon  it.     There  is  at 

•  prefent  no  necefllty  for  our  being  fo  fpeedy  in  our 

•  determination.  There  may,  perhaps,  be  fome 
^  complaints  againft  the  management  of  that  com- 
'  pany's  affairs  •,  but  there  are  none  laid,  as  yet,  be- 
'  fore  us.  Neither  the  company  nor  any  of  the 
'  proprietors  have  come  to  us  with  any  complaint, 
'  and  furely  we  are  not  to  proceed  upon  general  fur- 
'  mifes :  Our  proceedings  ought  always  to  be  found-- 
'  ed  upon  good  information,  and  upon  complaints 

•  from  thofe  who  are  fome  way  or  another  interefted 
I  in  what  they  complaiii  of.  Therefore^  my  Lords 


a 

«  as 
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'  as  adelayoffour-and-twenty  hours  can  be  attend- 

*  ed  with  no  bad  confequence,  but  upon  the  contrary 

*  will  evince  to  the  world,  that  in  all  affairs  we  pro- 

*  ceed  with  the  utmoft  caution  and  deliberation,  I 

*  fhall  be  for  adjourning  the  debate  till  to-morrow, 

*  according  to  the  motion  made  by  the  noble  Lord 

*  for  that  purpofe.* 

Lord  Carteret,     ^  My  Lords,    the  noble  Duke  ^^^-^jd  D.rc- 

*  feems  to  miflake  the  affair  now  before  us ;    he 

*  feems  to  think  that  it  has  for  a  long  time  lain  over, 
^  without  ever  having  been  moved  in,  or  inquired 
'  after  by  your  Lordfhips,  and  that  therefore,  we 
^  ought  not  now  fo  much  as  begin  to  inquire  into  it 

*  without  the  moft  deliberate  and  ferious  confidera- 
^  tion  ;  but,  my  Lords,  I  mull  beg  leave  to  Ihew, 

*  that  the  affair  has  not  lain  over  fo  long  as  that  no- 
'  ble  Duke  imagines.  It  is  very  far  from  having 
'■  lain  over  ten  or  twelve  years,  as  may  appear  from 

*  the  adls  of  Parliament  made  relating  thereto.     I 

*  muft  defire  the  58  th  and  59  th  fedions  of  the  a6t 
'  of  the  7th  of  his  late  Majeily,  intitled,  Aji  Aci  for 

*  raifing  money  upon  the  efiates  of  the  late  direElors. — - 

*  to  be  read,  (which  being  read,  his  Lordfhip  went 

*  on  to  the  effed  as  follows,  viz.)  Now,  my  Lords, 

*  by  a  miftake  in  that  a6b,  the  produce  of  thofe  for- 

*  feited  eftates  was  to  be  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of 
'  the  South-Sea  company,  and  applied  thereunto,  for 

*  increafing  their  capital  ffock,  which  could  not  pof- 

*  fibly  be  done  ;  for  as  their  itock  can  confifl  of  no- 

*  thing  but  the  debt  due  to  them  by  the  public, 
^  their  ftqck  could  not  be  increafed,  without  increa- 
'  fing  the  debt  of  the  public,  and  confequently  the 

*  annuity  due  to  them  from  the  public  ;  which  could 

*  not  have  been  done,  unlefs  the  whole  produce  of 

*  thofe  eftates  had  been  paid  in  to  the  public  by  way 

*  of  a  new  loan,  and  this  was  no  way  the  intention 

*  of  that  a6l.  In  the  13th  of  his  late  Majefty,  the 
t  ^}^^^  appointed  by  that  ad^  brought  into  this 

*  houfe 
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*  hoiife  an  account  of  the  produce  of  the  eflates  and 
'  effects  of  the  faid  late  diredlors,  as  by  the  faid  ad: 
^  they  were  direded  to  do,  and  the  faid  mifbake 

*  having  been  difcovered,  a  new  a6l  was  then  made 

*  for  amending  the  former ;  but  even  that  new  a6t 

*  was  found  not  to  be  fufficient,  and  therefore  a  new 
'  application  was  made  to  Parliament  for  an  ex- 
'  planation  of  that  a6l,  which  lafl  application  was 
'  made  only  in  the  firft  year  of  his  prefent  Maje- 
'  fty,  and  confequently  but  five  years  ago  ;    and 

*  after  that  matter  was   thus    fully  explained  by 

*  Parliament,  it  v/as  necelTary  to  allow  the  direc^ 
'  tors  fome  time  to  apply  the  faid  produce  accord- 
'  ing  to  the  directions  of  the  feveral  laws  made  for 

*  that  purpofe.     I  hope  they  have  by  this  time  ap- 

*  plied  it  accordingly  •,  but  it  appears  that  the  affair 
'  is  fo  far  from  having  lain  over,  or  from  having 
'  been  negleded  by  your  Lordfhips,  that  I  do  not  fee 
'  how  we  could  have  cali'd  for  this  account  fooner. 

nitf.Tpj^ig  affair  therefore  cannot  but  be  frelh   in 
^      *  every  Lord's  memory,  and  the  motion  now  made 

*  feems  to  me  to  be  a  motion  of  courfe ;  for  by  the 
'  a6t  of  xht  7th  of  the  late  King,  thetruftees  were 
'  directed  to  lay  before  your  Lordihips  an  account  of 
'^  the  produce  of  thofe  forfeited  eflates ;  they  accord- 

*  ingly  did  fo ;  but,  I  hope,  my  Lords,  it  is  not  to 

*  be  imagined  that  your  Lordfhips  are  to  go  no  far- 
'  ther :  Are  not  you  in  confequence  to  fee  that  this 

*  produce  has  been  duly  and  regularly  applied,  and 

*  adlually  diflributed  among  the/proprietors  of  that 
'  company,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  a6ts 

*  of  the   13th  of  his  late  Majefty,  and  the  firft  of 

*  his  prefent  Majefty  ?  The  thing  is  in  itfelf  fo  clear, 

*  that  I  wonder  to  hear  any  Lord  afk  for  time  to 

*  confider  of  it.  Are  v/e,  my  Lords,  to  afk  for 
^  time  to  confider,  whether  we  fhall  do  that  which 

*  v/as  certainly  intended  by  thofe  laws  we  fhould  do  ? 

*  It  is  no  inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  the  South  Sea 

*  company  3  it  is  only  calling  for  an  account  of  di A 
^<^^  ^  '^~'  *  charge,^ 
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'  charge  to  anfwer  that  account  of  charge  which  is 

*  now  upon  our  table. 

'  In  matters  of  importance  and  intricacy  I  fhall 

*  always  be  for  proceeding  with  deliberation,  and 
'  for  taking  time  to  confider  before  we  come  to  any 
^,,  refolution  ;  but,  my  Lords,  to  deliberate  upon,  and 

*  to  take  time  to  confider  about  an  affair  which  ail 
If  the  world  muft  fee  is  an  affair  of  courfe,  is  incon- 
*rfiftent  with  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this  houfe, 
«  and  therefore,  I  Ihall  be  againfr  taking  anytime 

*  to  confider  of  this  motion,  or  adjourning  the  de- 
'  bate  for  that  purpofe/ 

Earl  of  Hay,     '  I  now  find  that  thofe  Lords,  who  pri^of  ;/.:/$ 
'  at  prefent  feem  to  be  of  the  other  fide  of  the  que-  '^'^^  ' 
*:  ftion,  have  confider'd  this  affair  before  this  motion 

*  was  made  :  They  have  mention'd  feveral  laws  re- 
5  lating  to  it,  and  feem  to  be  fo  well  acquainted  with 
'  the  feveral  claufes  of  them,  that  I  muft  beg  leave 
^  to  think,  that  they  have  lately  had  this  affair  un- 
'  der  their  confideration,  and  have  perufed  the  fe-; 
^  veral  laws  they  have  now  mentioned.  Now,  my 
^  Lords,  as  I  have  not  lately  confidered  any  of  thofe 
^  laws,  as  I  never  have  confidered  them  with  a  view 
^  to  the  queftion  now  before  us,  therefore  I  defire 
'  only  till  to-morrow  to  look  over  thofe  ads  of  Par-r 

*  liament  which  have  been  mentioned,  that  I  may 

*  be  upon  an  equal  footing  with  thofe  Lords  who 

*  feem  to  be  for  agreeing  with  this  motion.  I  have 
^  a  very  great  regard  for  their  opinion,  and  it  is  very 
'  probable  that  I  fliall  to-morrow  be  of  the  fame 

*  opinion  with  them  •,  but  in  all  matters  of  impor- 
'  tance  every  Lord  ought  to  examine  by  himfelf  the 

*  affair  about  which  he  is  to  give  his  opinion,  and 

*  after  he  has  fully  fatisfied  himfelf  about  the  affair 

*  in  hand,  he  ought  then  to  vote  for  that  which  ap- 

*  pears  to  him  to  be  right :  This  is  the  method,  my 

*  Lords,  which  I  fhall  al>vays  obferve  -,  and  when 
^  any  thing  comes  befQre  thia  houfe,  that  I  am  not 
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fully  fatisfied  about,  I  ihall  never  be  alliamed  to 
afk  fome  fhort  delay,  that  I  may  have  time  to 
examine  the  affair  to  the  bottom,  before  I  give  my 
opinion  either  upon  one  fide  of  the  queflion  or  the 
other. 

'  As  I  have  faid,  my  Lords,  I  fhall  never  be 
againfl  any  inquiries  of  this  nature,  when  I  can  fee 
but  the  leail  ground  for  them  at  the  time  they  are 
propofed  ♦,  but  if  fuch  inquiries  be  precipitately 
gone  into,  I  do  not  know  where  they  may  end, 
I  do  not  know  what  fatal  confequences  may  be 
thereby  produced.  There  are  in  this  nation, 
my  Lords,  feveral  other  companies,  befides  the 
South-Sea  company  ;  v/e  have  likewife  an  Eajl- 
India  company,  and  it  is  well  known  that  that 
company  has  been,  for  thefe  twenty  years,  repre- 
fented  by  fome  people  as  a  bankrupt  company,  yet 
I  believe  they  always  have  been,  and  are  flill  in 
very  good  circumftances.  There  have  likewife 
been  great  complaints,  and  many  infinuations 
throv/n  out  againil  the  management  of  the  Bank : 
Surely,  my  Lords,  we  are  not,  upon  every  fugge- 
ftion  within  doors,  or  upon  every  idle  and  ground- 
iefs  clamour  without  doors,  to  expofe  the  trade  and 
credit  of  any  one  of  our  great  companies  to  the 
whole  world  %  fuch  a  manner  of  proceeding  might 
expofe  both  the  trade  and  the  credit  of  every  one 
of  our  companies  to  innumerable  difficulties  and 
dangers.  In  all  trading  companies,  as  well  as  in 
the  trade  of  private  men,  there  are  fome  tranf- 
ac^ions  which,  tho'  exadlly  honefl  and  jufl:,  ought 
not  to  be  expofed  to  public  view,  becaufe  flrangers 
might  thereby  be  let  into  the  myfteries  of  their 
trade,  by  which  they  would  be  enabled  to  under- 

•  mine  them,  and  to  difappoint  even  their  bed  con- 
'  certed  projeds  •,  for  which  reafon,  my  Lords,  I 

•  fhall  always  be  of  opinion,  that  no  fuch  inquiry 

•  ought  to  be  fet  on  foot,  without  fome  more  folid 
'  foundationj  than  that  of  an  idle  clamour :  No  fuch 

^  inquiry 
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*  inquiry  ought  ever  to  be  refolved  on  by  thishoufe 

*  without  the  moft  mature  dehberatlon/ 

Lord  Carteret,    '  My  Lords^  what  is  now  moved  Lord  drn^ 

*  for  is  no  inquiry ;  it  has  already  been  fo  fully  ex-**"'*  ^^cz^ib^ 

*  plained,  that  it  cannot  in  any  fenfe  be  taken  to  be 
'  an  inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  that  company.    But, 

*  my  Lords,  if  an  inquiry  had  been  moved  for,  I 

*  lliould  have  afked  for  no  time  to  confider,  whether 

*  or  no  I  ought  to  have  agreed  to  it.  The  com- 
'  plaints  and  clamours  againfl  the  late  management 
'  of  the  affairs  of  that  company  have  been  fo  loud 

*  and  fo  general,  that  I  think  we  are,  in  juftice  to 

*  the  nation,  in  juftice  even  to  the  gentlemen  who 
'  have  been  concerned  in  the  management  of  that 
'  company's  affairs,  obliged  to  inquire  into  their  af- 
'  fairs :  If  upon  fuch  inquiry  it  comes  out,  as  I  hope 
'  it  will,  that  their  affairs  have  been  honeftly  and 

*  carefully  managed,  it  will  be  a  vindication  of  the 
'  charaders  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  have  been  con- 

*  cerned ;  and  if  the  contrary  fliould  appear,  the 
'  fooner  we  go  into  that  inquiry,  the  more  fpeedy 
'  juftice  will  be  done  to  the  injured,  and  many  evil 
'  confequences  may  be  prevented.  Why  fhould  we, 
'  my  Lords,  ftiew  fuch  a  tendernefs,  and  fuch  a  con- 

*  cern  for  the  characters  of  fome  gentlemen  ?  Why 
'  fhould  we  be  fo  cautious  of  making  any  inquiry 
'  into  their  management  I    I  muft  think  that  we 

*  thereby  do  them  no  great  honour ;  it  betokens  a^ 

*  jealoufy,  that  the  inquiry  will  explain  and  confirm 

*  what  has  been  fo  generally  furmifed. 

'  The   late  clamours    againft  the  management 

*  of  that  company's  affairs  are  no  idle  clamours : 

*  They  feem  to  be  better  founded  than  I  could 
*•  willi.     Do  not  we  all  know,  my  Lords,  is  it  not 

*  publicly  and  certainly  known,  that  the  proprie- 
'  tors  of  that  company  have  lately  had  above  fix 
^  per  cent,  of  their  capital  annihilated  for  the  jmy- 

*  ment  of  a  part  only  of  their  debts  ?  Could  it  have 

I  ^  been 
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*  been  imagined,  that  the  company  had  had  fo  much 

'  debt,  more  than  their  money  and  effedls  in  trade 
'  could  have  anlwered  ?  It  can  hardly  be  thought, 
'  that  that  debt  has  been  all  contraded  fince  the 
'  year  1721  ;    and  if  it  was  contracted  before  that 

*  time,    it  was  a  crime  to  conceal  it  from  Parlia- 

*  ment  ;  for  if  it  had  then  been  known,  the  Parlia- 
'  ment  would  certainly  have  exprefly  order'd  the 

*  produce  of  the  direftors  efbates,  as  well  as  the  flock 

*  then  undifpofed  of,  to  have  been  applied  tov/ards 

*  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  company,  infliead  of 
'  ordering  them  to  be  divided  among  the  proprie- 
'  tors.  This  was  the  only  proper  way  of  applying 
*•  both,  in  cafe  the  company  had  any  debt  at  that 
^  time :  And  if  the  debt  has  been  all  contraded 
'  fince  that  time,  the  public  is  intitled,  and  we  have 

*  reafon  to  inquire  how  it  came  to  be  fo.  The 
'  debts  of  every  one  of  our  companies  ought  to  be 
'  publicly  known.  Do  we  not  know  that  their  debt 
'  is  by  law  a  mortgage  upon  their  flock,  and  the 
'  concealing  of  that  debt  is  a  fraud  upon  every  igno- 

*  rant  perfon  v/ho  becomes  a  purchafer  after  the  con- 
'  trading  of  their  debt  ?  It  is  as  much  a  fraud  upon 

*  fuch  a  purchafer,  as  it  would  be  to  fell  a  mortga- 
'  ged  eflate,  without  acquainting  the  purchafer  that 
'  there  w^as  fuch  a  mortgage  upon  it. 

*  As  to  the  Eaft-India  company,  my  Lords,  I  wifli 
'  an  inquiry  had  been  made  into  their  affairs  when 
<  they  laft  applied  to  this  houfe  for  a  prolongation 
'  of  their  term  :  It  was  then  that  we  ought  to  have 
'  made  an  inquiry  ;  it  is  true,  we  then  neglecled 
'  it,  but  I  hope  fuch  an  inquiry  was  made  by  thofe 

*  concerned  in  the  adminiflration  -,  it  was  their  duty 

*  to  do  fo  before  they  agreed  to  the  bargain  that 

*  was  then  made  with  the  diredors  of  that  compa- 

*  ny  ;  if  they  did  not,  I  fhall  always  look  upon  fuch 
'  a  negled:  in  them  as  a  crime  of  a  very  high  na- 
'  ture.     I  can  fee  no  evil  confequence  of  letting,  at 

'  leafl. 
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*  leail,  the  general  circumflances  of  a  company  be 

*  publicly  known  :  I  am  lure,  that  as  to  the  Eaft- 

*  India  company,    it  would  have  prevented  fome 

*  very  odd  pradices  which  have  been  latejy  made 

*  uie  of :  The  diredors,  or  perhaps  fome  few  of  the 
^  directors  of  that  company,  were  probably  the  on- 

*  ly  perfons  that  were,  for  half  a  year  together,  in  the 

*  fecret  of  that  company's  not  being  in  a  condition 

*  to  continue  their  former  dividend  ;  fuch  a  fecret 

*  was  fufficient  for  any  man,  or  for  any  fmail  num- 
'  ber  of  men  to  plunder  their  fellow- fubjeds  at  plea- 

*  fure,  and  to  make  to  themfelves  what  eftates  they 
«  had  a  mind.     We  know  that  there  were  but  a  few 

*  men  in  this  fecret,  and  that  at  a  time  when  the  world 

*  generally  believed,    when  methods  w^re  adually 

*  taken  to  make  all  mankind  believe,  that  that  com- 

*  pany  was  in  the  moft  flourifhing  flate,  and  that 

*  they  would  have  been  able  to  have  continued  their 
«  dividend  of  8  per  cent,  for  many  years.  By  thefe 
'  methods,   my  Lords,  w^e  faw  how  that  flock  was 

*  run  up  to  a  very  high  price,  we  fav/  how  it  Ml 

*  down  again  almoft  50  per  cent,  in  three  months 
'  time,  by  which  management  we  may  believe  that 

*  millions  were  loll  and  won  ;    vve  m,ay  judge  who 

*  were  the  winners  ;  they  perhaps  v/ere  but  few  in 

*  number,  but  we  may  certainly  conclude,  that  ma- 
'  ny  innocent  perfons  were  thereby  undone.  And 
<  while  fuch  pradices  are  fo  publicly  and  fo  openly 
'  carried  on,  fhall  we  fit  in  this  houfe  and  fee  them 

*  pafs  unpunillied :  But,  my  Lords,  this  is  not  the 

*  queftion  nov/  before  us  :  The  only  quellion  now 
'  before  us  is,  whether  or  no  we  iliail  call  for  an  ac~ 
«  count  of  difcharge  as  to  a  particular  affair,  in  or- 
'  der  to  anfwer  the  account  of  charge,  v/hich  was 
'  fome  years  ago  laid  upon  our  table  in  purfuance  of 
'  an  a6l  of  Parliament  :  Surely  this  is  a  quefticn 
'  that  requires  no  time  to  confider  of,  and  therefore 
^  I  fliall  be  againft  adjourning  the  debate. 

I  Lord 
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SoTtVs      .L^^^  Vifcount  Falmouth.     <  I   am,   my  Lords, 

fpcech.       '  inclined  to  be  for  adjourning  the  debate  till  to- 

'  morrow,  but  when  I  tell  your  Lordfhips  my  rea- 

*  fon,  I  hope  you  will  not  think  that  I  am  againft 

*  any  inquiry  into  the  affairs  of  the  South-Sea  com- 

*  pany  •,  for  I  am  fo  much  convinced  of  the  necef- 

*  fity  and  benefit  of  fuch  inquiries,  and  of  the  pro- 

*  priety  of  the  motion  now  made  to  us,  that,  I  hope, 

*  no  Lord  in  this  houfe  will,  after  due  confideration, 
'  be  againft  it,  and  therefore  I  wifli  it  were  put  off 

*  till  to-morrow,  in  order  that  it  may  then  be  una- 

*  nimoufly  agreed  to, 

Bivifion.  Befides  the  Speakers  already  mentioned,  the  Earl 
of  Winchelfea^  and  the  Earl  of  Strafford  fpoke  for 
the  motion,  and  againft  adjourning.  At  laft  the 
queftion  for  adjourning  the  debate  till  next  day  was 
put,  and  it  paffed  in  the  negative  '^^  againft  31  ; 
after  which  the  queftion  was  put,  to  agree  to  the 
motion  or  not,  which  was  carried  in  the  affirmative 
without  any  divifion ;  and  accordingly  the  directors 
of  the  South-Sea  company  were  ordered  to  lay  the 
faid  account,  ^c,  before  them. 

As  this  was  a  queftion  of  great  moment,  we  lliall 
give  our  readers  a  lift  of  the  Lords  who  voted  upon 
each  fide  of  the  queftion. 

Againft  adjourning^  and  For  adjourning^  and  con^ 
confequentlyfor  the  mo-  fequently  againft  the  mo^ 
tion.  Hon, 

Dukes  of  Bolton,  Dukes  of  Ancafter, 

Bridgwater,  Devonftiire, 

Kent,  Newcaftle, 

Montrofe,  Rutland. 

St  Albans. 

Marquis 


For  the  Motion -^ 


DEBATES. 

Againft  the  Motion. 


^77 


Marquis  of  Twcedale. 
Earls  of  Berkfhire. 
Buchan, 
Cheflerfield, 
Coventiy, 
Fitz  waiter, 
Ker, 

Macclesfield, 
Marchmont, 
Northampton, 
Pomfret, 
Rothes, 
Scarborough, 
Shaftfbury, 
Stair, 
Strafford, 
Thanet, 
Warrington, 
VifcountS5Cobham, 
Falmouth, 
Tadcafter, 
Barons,     Bathurfl, 
Bruce, 
Carteret, 
Clinton, 
Cornvv'allis, 
Foley, 
Gower, 
Haverlhiam. 
Bifhop  of  Lincoln. 


Earls  of 


Albemarle, 

Aihburnham, 

Cowper, 

Crawford, 

Dunmore, 

Hallifax, 

Jerfey, 

Hay, 

Morton, 

Selkirk, 

Wilmington^ 


Vifcoun  ts,  Lonfd  ale, 

Torrington. 

Barons,      Abergavenny, 

Byron, 

Delawar, 

Harrington, 

Hobart, 

Love], 

Lynn, 

Waipole. 
Bifhop  of  London,    and 
five  more. 


This  account  was  accordingly  brought  in,  and  the  the  account 
fame  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into  confideration  on^tSalu- 
Thurfday  the  24th  of  May.     On  which  day,  as  foon-^^"* 
as  the  order  was  read,    the  Lord  Bathurft  flood  up, 
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but  rhe  Duke  of  NcwcaftU  (landing  up  about  the 
fame  time,  the  Lord  Chancellor  pointed  to  the  Duke 
of  Nczvccijile^  and  the  Lord  Bathurfi  not  offering  to 
fit  down,  the  Lord  Carteret  flood  up,  and  faidj 
that,  if  there  was  any  difpute  which  Lord  was 
to  fpeak,  the  Lord  Chancellor  was  not  to  determine 
the  queflion,  but  the  opinion  of  the  houfe  was  to  be 
aHced  upon  it  •,  as  for  his  part,  he  was  fure  the  no- 
ble Lord  by  him  v/as  up  fome  time  before  the  noble 
Duke. 


lord  Bx 


Then  the  Lord  Bathurft  faid,  '  My  Lords,  I  de- 
ipccch.  <  ^y^Q  iQ  fpeak  to  order.  When  any  Lord  makes  a 
'  m.otion  upon  which  there  follows  any  order  or  re- 
'  folution  of  this  houfe,  and  a  day  is  appointed  for  ta- 
'  king  that  order  or  refolution  into  confideration,  it 
'  has  always  been  the  cullom  of  this  houfe,  out  of 
'  complaiiance  to  the  Lord  who  made  the  motion, 
'  to  hear  him  firil,  becaufe  it  is  to  be  expedled  that 

*  he  has  fomething  to  fay,  or  fome  farther  motion  to 
'  make  in  confequence,  or  in  explanation  of  the  mo- 
'  tion  he  had  before  made  •,  therefore,  my  Lords,  as  I 
'  had  the  honour  to  move  for  the  account  you  are 
'  now  to  take  under  your  confideration,  I  think  I 
'  have  now  a  title  to  be  firil  heard,  ev^n  tho'  I  had 
'  not  been  firil  up.' 

Upon  this  the  Duke  o^Newcafile  fat  down,and  then 
tlie  Lord  Bathurft  went  on  to  the  effe6t  as  follows. 

'  I  had,  my  Lords,  the  honour  to  move  for  the 
'.  account  now  before  us,  and  your  Lcrdihips  were 
'  fo  good  as  to  comply  with  my  defire.  The  inten- 
^  tion  of  my  motion  was,  that  your  Lordfhips  might 

*  fee  that  the  produce  of  the  dire6lors  eflates  in  the 
'  year  1720,  had  been  regularly  and  fairly  applied^ 

*  according  to  the  diredlions  of  the  feveral  laws  for 

*  that  purpofe  made  -,  and  from  the  account  brought 
'.in,  and  now  under  our  confideration,  I  think,  it 

'  mofl 
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*  moft  plainly  appears,  that  not  fo  much  as  one  Ihil- 

*  ling  of  that  money  has  been  fo  applied.  To  me 
'  it  appears  from  that  account,  that  tht  large  flim  of 

*  money  arifing  from  thofe  forfeited  eftates,  had  been 

*  all  diftributed  among  the  proprietors  by  way  of  di- 
'  vidend,  even  before  the  application  v/as  made  to 

*  Parhament,  in  the  1311  year  of  his  late  Majefly's 
'  reign,  for  dirc6lions  how  to  apply  it  •,  and  there- 
'  fore,  my  Lords,  I  mufl  take  the  liberty  to  miove 
'  to   your    Lordfhips,    that   it    may  be  relbived, 

<  That  the  difpofing  of  any  of  that  money  by  way 
'  of  dividend,  and  without  any  order  or  diredlion  of 

*  a  general  court  for  that  purpofe,  was  a  violation  of 
'  the  ad  of  Parliament  made  for  directing  the  difpo- 
'  fal  thereof,  and  a  mianifefl:  injuftice  done  to  pro- 
'  prietors  of  that  flock. 

Duke  of  Newcaftle.  '  My  Lords,  it  is  my  opi-  IJ"!;'^^^^^,^ 
'  nion  that  a  narrow  fcrutiny  into  the  alfair  now  be-  fpeech: 
'  fore  us  is  abfolutely  necelTary  :  Thir,  my  Lords, 
'  I  am  now  fo  firmly  perfuaded  of,  efpecially  fmce 
'  the  bringing  in  the  account  now  under  our  confi- 
^  deration,  that  no  man  can  be  more  heartily  incli- 
'  ned  to  enter  into  fuch  fcrutiny  than  I  am  -,  but  this 
'  account,  which  the  prefent  dire6lors  have  laid  be- 

*  fore  us  is  fo  confufed,  and  fo  obfcure,  that  to  me 
^  it  is  altogether  unintelligible  :  I  do  believe  there  is 
'  not  a  Lord  in  this  houfe  vv^ho  will  fay  that  he  tho- 

*  roughly  underfiiands  it ;  and  therefore  I  do  not 
'  think  that  it  can  be  a  proper  foundation  for  the 

*  motion  the  noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed  to  make, 

*  or  for  any  other  motion.  An  inquny  into  the  dif- 
'  pofal  of  the  produce  of  the  forfeited  eflates  of  the 

*  diredors  in   the  year  1720,    is  certainly  a  very 

*  proper  inquiry  for  this  houfe  ;  but  then,  my  Lords, 

<  for  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  houfe,  we  ought 
^  not  to  proceed  upon  any  fuch  inquiry  till  we  have 

<  all  proper  materials  before  us  •,  and  therefore,  I 
^  hope  your  Lordfhips  will  agree  with  me  in  the  mo- 

N  2  *  tion 


i8o  ParliamentapvY      A.  1733. 

*  tion  I  am  to  make,  before  you  proceed  any  farther 
'  in  this  affair. 

'  The  prefent  directors  of  that  company  have  in- 

*  deed  given  us  an  account,  but  that  account  is  fo 

*  imperfed  and  fo  indifliindt,  that  it  cannot  be  look- 

*  ed  on  as  any  fort  of  compliance  with  your  Lord- 
'  fhip's  late  order.     What  may  have  been  their  rea- 

*  fons  for  giving  us  fuch  an  account  I  fhall  not  de- 

*  termine,  but  if  it  was  either  to  conceal  the  crimes 
^  of  the  guilty,  or  to  load  the  innocent  with  jealou- 

*  fies  and  fufpicions,  I  hope  in  either  cafe,  your 
*■  Lordfhips  will  inforce  your  own  orders,  and  oblige 

*  them  to  clear  up  what  appears  to  be  obfcure  in  the 

*  account  they  have  already  given  in.     It  is  incum- 

*  bent  upon  us,  my  Lords,  always  to  fee  our  own 
'  orders  pun6lually  obeyed,  but  efpecially  when  they 
'  relate  to  the  difcovering  of  thofe  that  are  guilty,  or 

*  to  the  vindication  of  thofe  that  are  unjuftly  fufpedl- 

*  ed  of  crimes  :  This  furely  is  the  next  fliep  your 
'  Lordfhips  ought  to  take  in  this  affair  ♦,  and  there- 
'  fore  I  fhall  move.  That  the  prefent  directors  of  that 
'  company  may  be  ordered  to  lay  before  this  houfe 
'  a  farther  and  more  diflind  account  how  that  mo« 
'  ney  has  been  difpofed  of. 

lo-^^eL's^"  -^^^^  ^^  Chefterfield,     «  I  am  glad,  my  Lords,  to 

rp.:ech.       *  fee  the  effedt  that  the  bringing  in  of  this  account, 

'  obfcure  as  it  is,  has  produced.      I  find  that  feme 

*  Lords,    who  at  firil  feemed  to  want  no  informa- 

*  tion  in  this  affair,  who  at  firft  ap^peared  to  be  a- 
'  gainft  any  fuch  inquiry,  are  now  for  making  a  tho- 
'  rough  inquiry  into  that  whole  affair,  and  are  for 

*  having  a  full  information  of  every  particular  cir- 
'  cumftance  relating  to  the  difpolal  of  that  money.  I 
'  am,  my  Lords,  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  therefore 

*  I  look  upon  the  motion  made  by  the  noble  Duke 
'  to  be  a  very  proper  motion  :  I  fhall  mofl  heartily 
'  join  with  him  in  that  motion  ;  but  then,  my  Lords, 

*  I  think  it  is  time  enough  to  come  to  that  motion, 

«  after 
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*  after  the  motion  made  by  the  noble  Lord  is  agreed 

*  to  ;  the  noble  Duke's  motion  ought  to  be  the  con- 
'  eluding  mxOtion  of  this  day.     The  account  laid  be- 

*  fore  us  is,  it  is  true,  obfcure  and  indiftinct,  but 
'  let  us  make  as  much  of  it  as  we  can  before  we  afk 

*  for  any  farther  account.    Even  this  obfcure  account 

*  is  fufficient  to  raife  a  fufpicion  in  every  lord  of  this 
'  houfe,  that  the  produce  of  thofe  directors  eflates 
'  has  not  been  difpofed  of  according  to  the  diredi- 
'  ons  of  the  ad  of  Parliament  made  for  that  pur- 

*  pofe,  and  therefore  I  mufl:  think,  that  v/e  have 
'  from  thence  fuflicient  ground  for  the  refolution  lirft 
'  moved  for.  We  may  then  examine  this  account  a 
^  little  farther,  and  at  laft  we  may  come  to  the  m.o- 
^  tion  made  by  the  noble  Duke,  and  may  then  give 
'  fuch  particular  orders  and  diredions  relating  to 
'  the  feveral  articles  which  we  want  to  have  cleared 
^  up,  that  the  prefent  directors  may  know  how,  and 

*  will  be  neceffarily  obliged  to  lay  a  clear  and  diftind 
'  account  of  that  whole  affair  before  us,  if  any  fuch 
'  can  be  had.  I  fliall  therefore  be  for  the  mo- 
'  tion  made  by  the  noble  Lord,  and  at  laft  I  will  join 
^  with  the  noble  Duke  in  the  motion  he  has  made. 

Earl  of  Scarborough.     My  Lords,  as  to  the  mo- ^^d^^,^;^r^^ 
«  tion  made  by  the   noble  Duke,    I  fliall  join  in  it  (\4ch, 
'  with  all  my  heart,  as  foon  as  I  think  it  is  proper 

*  for  us  to  come  to  fuch  a  motion,  or  to  make  fuch 
'  an  order.  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  the  noble 
^  Duke  v/ho  made  the  motion,  is  moft  zealous  in 
^  the  affair  now  before  us ;  his  Grace  has  declared  fo, 

*  and  therefore  I  make  no  manner  of  doubt  of  it, 

*  becaufe  I  am  fully  convinced  of  the  honour  and 
'  integrity  of  that  noble  Duke ;  he  never  did  pro- 

*  fefs  any  thing  but  what  was  his  real  fentiments, 

*  and  I  am  perfuaded  the  motion  he  has  made  pro- 
^  ceeds  from  a  fmcere  and  an  ardent  defire  of  coming 

*  at  the  bottom  of  the  affair  now  before  us.  I  am 
^  always  forry  when  I  differ  in  the  leaft  from  him  j 

N  3  t  but 
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*  but  in  the  prefent  cafe  my  opinion  happens  to  be 
'  different  •,  I  do  not  think  that  v/hat  he  propofes 
'  ought  to  be  the  firll  flep  we  are  next  to  take 

*  in  the  affair  before  us.     As  to  this,  my  Lords, 

*  I  am  at  prefent  of  a  different  opinion,  and  tho'  I 

*  may,  and  fhall  always  be  ready  to  change  my  opi- 
'  nion  upon  a  better  information  j  yet  my  opinion^ 
'  w^hile  it  is  my  opinion,  I  will  not  give  up  even  to 

*  him  for  whom   I  have  the  greateil  regard  and 

*  efteem. 

'  As  we  have,  my  Lords,  already  an  account  be- 
'  fore  us,  it  is  m.y  opinion  that  we  ought  to  examine 
'  that  account  before  we  order  any  farther  account 
'  to  be  laid  before  us.  If  there  is  any  thing  obfcure 
'  in  the  account  we  now  have  before  us  ;  the  gentle- 
*    man  who  figns  it  is  attending  at  the  door,  and  if 

*  your  Lordfnips  call  him  in,  and  examine  him, 
'  he  may  perhaps  be  able  to  give  you  a  farther 
'  light  into  the  matter  in  hand  ;  he  may  be  able  to 

*  explain  all  or  mofb  of  the  articles  that  appear  to 
'  be  obfcure  in  the  account  now  under  your  confi- 
*-  deration  •,  and  if,  at  laff,  there  fhall  remain  an 
^  obfcurity  in  the  account  before  you,  your  Lord- 
'  fhips  may  then  make  a  new  order  for  the  directors 

*  to  bring  in  a  farther,  a  more  clear  and  diftind;  ac- 

*  count :  You  will  then,  and  not  till  then,  be  able 
'  to  give  fuch  particular  orders  as  to  the  feveral  arti- 
'  cles  that  rem.ain  obfcure,  as  cannot  be  mifunder- 
'  flood  by  the  diredlors.  "We  have,  my  Lords,  by 
'  our  former  order,  called  for  an  account  how  that 
'  money  was  difpofed  of;  and  if  we  fhould  only  re- 

*  nev/  that  order  without  adding  fome  new  and  par- 
'  ticular  diredions,  the  fecond  account  may,  and 

*  probably  will  be  more  obfcure  than  the  firfl ;  and 

*  therefore,  my  Lords,  that  we  may  be  able  to  give 

*  fuch  particular  diredlions  as  may  be  eafily  under- 
'  ftood  by  the  diredlors,  I  muft  move  for  calling  in 
'  Mr.  De  Golz^  and  examining  him  as  to  the  feveral 
^  articles  of  this  account. 

I  The 
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The  Duke  o^  Ne-ivcaftle  got  up  again,  and  thank- ^^^^^jJ.J^,^ 
ed  the  noble  Lord  who  had  fpoke  lafc,  tor  the  gooaa^.in. 
opinion  he  had  expreffcd  of  him,  '  That  noble  Lord, ^ 
'  (lays  his  Grace)  cannot  have  a  better  opinion  ot 
<■  me  than  I  have  of  him  :  There  is  no  man  more 
'  fully  convinced  of  that  noble  Lord's  honour  and 
«  fincerity  than  I  am,  becaufe  there  is  no  man,  I  be- 

*  lieve,  knows  him  better.'    Then  he  fpoke  a  little 
to  the  queftion  in  hand,  and  after  him 

Lord  Carteret  flood  up  and  fpoke  to  this  effed.^^f^rf  g^,t. 
'  My  Lords,  I  fhall  readily  join  with  the  noble  Duke 
'  in  the  motion  he  has  made,  as  foon  as  it  is  proper 
^  for  this  houfe  to  go  upon  that  motion.     It  muit 
<-  be  confefTed,  that  the  account  nov/  before  us  is  a 

*  very  imperfed  and  indiftind  account  •,  whether  this 
'  be  the  effed  of  negled  or  defign  I  fhall  not  deter- 
'  mine,  but  I  muft  fay,  my  Lords,  wherever  I  fee 

*  an  obfcurity  in  accounts,  I  am  apt  to  fufpe6t  fome 
'  indired  pradices ;  however,  notwithflandmg  the 
'  obfcurity  of  the  account  now  under  our  confidera- 
^  tion,  as  to  fome  other  parts,  it  cannot  be  faid  that 
'  it  is  obfcure  as  to  that  part  to  which  the  morion 
'  made  by  the  noble  Lord  refers.     It  mulii  be  grant- 

<  ed  it  has  not,  I  think,  been  fb  much  as  denied  by 
<•  any  Lord  in  this  houfe,  but  that  the  diipofing  of 
'  that  money  by  way  of  dividend  among  the  pro- 
'  prietors,  without  any  orders  or  diredions  of  a  g,e- 

<  neral  court  for  that  purpofe,  was  a  violation  of  the 
'  ad  of  Parliament,  and  a  manifeft  injuftice  done  to 

*  the  company  :  And  it  is  plain  that,  in  the  account 
^  now  before  us,  there  does  not  appear  any  order  or 
'  diredion  for  the  diipofal  of  that  money  :  There 

*  appears  to  us  nothing  but  an  order  for  the  truftees 

*  to  deliver  that  money  over  to  the  diredors  •,  and 

*  for  this  reafon  we  ought  now  to  declare  our  opinion 
*-  as  to  this  matter,  that  the  prefent  directors,  in  the 
^  making  up  of  a  new  account,  may  be  fuBiciently 
^  inftrufted  as  to  that  article,  and  that  they  may  be 
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*  directed  to  report  clearly  to  us,  whether  or  no  there 

*  was  any  order  of  a  general  court  for  the  difpofal 
'  of  that  money  ;  if  there  was  any  proper  order  for 
'  that  purpofe,  our  coming  to  a  refolution,  accord- 
'  ing  to  the  noble  Lord's  motion,  can  affect  no 
^  man  •,  and  if  there  never  was  any  fuch  order, 
'  thofe  who  difpofed  of  that  money  otherwife,  do 

*  deferve,  and  I  hope  will  meet  with  a  much  higher 

*  cenfure. 

'  For  the  fake  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this 
'  houfe,  we  ought,  my  Lords,  immediately  to  come 
'  to  fome  very  flrong  refolutions  in  the  affair  now 
^  before  us ;  the  giving  in  of  fuch  an  account  feems 
^  to  be  a  trifling  with  this  houfe,  and  if  your  Lord- 
^  fliips  now  refufe,  or  even  delay  doing  any  thing 
'  farther  in  this  affair,  till  you  have  a  new  account 
'  given  in,  it  will  be  thought  to  be  a  throwing  oi 

*  cold  water  upon  the  inquiry  now  before  us.  Your 
'  Lordfhips  may  declare  what  you  pleafe,  as  to  your 
'  willingnefs  to  enter  upon  an  inquiry  into  this  affair, 
'  but  the  putting  it  off  without  coming  to  any  refolu- 

*  tion  till  you  have  a  new  account  from  the  diredtors, 

*  will  without  doors  be  looked  on  as  waving  of  the 
^  inquiry  propofed  •,  and  this  opinion  will  the  more 
'  readily,  and  the  more  generally  prevail,  becaufe  it 

*  is  now  {o  near  the  end  of  the  feffion,  that  this  new 

*  account  can  hardly  be  expe6led  to  be  brought  in 
'  during  this  feffion  of  Parliament. 

'  By  the  account  now  before  us  it  appears,  that 

'  upwards  of  2, cco,ooo/.  fterling  money  was  paid 

'  and  delivered  by  the  tru flees  to  the  diredors  of- 

^  that  company  in  the  year  1729  ;    and  it  likewife 

^  appears,  that  it  was  never  brought  to  the  compa- 

'  ny's  account  till  the  year  1732.     For  God's  fake, 

*  my  Lords,  v/hat  became  of  that  great  fum  ofmo- 
'  ney  during  that  long  interval,  theveryintereflof  it 
'  in  that  time  amounts  to  above  i  co,ooo  /.  which  is  a 

*  fum  that  company  itfelf  would  certainly  have  look- 
^  edafter,  iftheyh^d  not  been  either  very  negligent 
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of  their  own  affairs,  or  under  an  influence  to  which 
I  fhall  not  give  the  name  it  deferves ;  but  what- 
ever may  be  the  cafe,  as  to  the  company,  we  ought 
to  confider  the  widows  and  the  fatherlefs  infants, 
who  have  no  vote  at  their  general  courts,  and  for 
the  fake  of  thofe  we  ought  to  inquire,  v/hat  became 
of  this  money  for  fo  confiderable  a  time :  As  to 
this  and  all  the  other  articles  of  this  account,  the 
gentleman  who  figns  it,  and  who  is  now  attending 
at  our  door,  can  without  doubt  fully  inform  us,  and 
therefore  I  fhall  join  with  the  noble  Lord  by  me,  in 
the  motion  he  has  made,  for  having  him  called  in 
and  examined.' 

Earl  o^  Hay.  '  My  Lords,  fince  your  LordfhipsBariofi/a/s 
^  feem  to  be  all  of  opinion,  that  the  account  laid  be-  ^""'^  ' 
'  fore  us  by  the  pre  fen  t  diredors  of  the  South  Sea 
*-  company,  in  purfuance  of  our  late  order,  is  a  very 
'  indiftind  account,  I  think  the  firft  thing  you  ought 
'  to  do  is,  to  fee  your  order  as  fully  complied  with 
'  as  polTible.     By  your  Lordihips  former  order,  the 

*  dirediors  were  ordered  to  lay  before  you  all  the  or- 
'  ders  of  general  courts,  made  for  direding  the  dif- 
'  pofal  of  that  money,  and  I  find  they  have  given 
'  us  no  account  of  any  order  relating  to  that  affair, 
'  but  of  one  only,  which,  for  what  I  know,  may  be 
'  all  the  orders  they  have  to  fhew,  but  they  ought, 

*  at  leaft,  to  have  told  us  fo :  If  there  is  any  other 

*  order  relating  to  the  difpofal  of  that  money,  it 
^  ought  to  be  laid  before  us,  and  if  there  are  none 

*  other,  we  ought  certainly  to  be  affured  of  it  in  a 
'  proper  way,  before  we  proceed  any  farther  in  this 
'  affair:  Till  we  have  from  the  diredors  all  the  in- 

*  formation  we  can  poffibly  get,  it  will  be  irregular 
'  to  come  to  any  resolution,  or  to  call  any  witnefs  to 
'  be  examined  at  the  bar ;  and  in  every  affair  that 
'  comes  before  this  houfe,  I  hope  your  Lordfhips 
I  will  always  be  careful  of  doing  nothing  but  what  is 

^  regu- 
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^  regular  and  juft,  without  any  regard  to  what  may 

<  be  laid  without  doors. 

'  From  the  account  before  us  it  indeed  appears, 

<  that  the  money  was  paid  in  by  the  truftees  to  the 
«  dire6tors  in  the  year  1729,  and  that  it  was  not 
'  brought  to  the  company's  account  till  the  year 

<  1732  •,  and  I  do  not  know  but  that  Mr.  DeGolz^ 

*  who  figns  this  account,  and  who  is  now  attending 

*  at  your  door,  may  be  able  to  inform  you  as  to 
'  what  became  of  that  money  in  the  interim.     But, 

*  my  Lords,  it  is  not  from  Mr.  De  GgIz  that  we 

*  want  an  account,  it  is  from  the  directors  of  that 
«  company  that  we  ought  to  be  inform'd  of  all  thefe 

*  matters ;  and  after  the  diredors  have  told  us,  that 

*  they  can  give  us  no  farther  information,  we  may 

*  then  examine  them,  we  may'examine  their  fervants, 
'  we  may  examine  whatever  witneiTes  we  think  pro- 

*  per  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe,  as  to  the  truth  of  the 

*  feveral  articles  of  the  accounts  given  in  by  the  di-. 

*  redors,  and  likewife  as  to  the  clearing  up  and  ex- 

*  plaining  fuch  articles  as  may,  at  iafl,  remain  ob-^ 

*  leu  re. 

'  As  to  any  Lord's  having  at  firfl  appeared  againil 
«  calling  for  the  account  now  under  our  confidera- 
«  tion,    I  do  not  know  that  any  Lord  did  appear 

<  againil  it :  When  the  firft  motion  was  made  relating 
'  to  this  affair,  it  appeared  to  be  a  motion  of  fuch 

. '  confequence,  that  feveral  Lords  were  defirous  of 

*  fome  time  to  confider  of  it  j    but  it  is  not  from 

*  thence  to  be  inferred,  that  they  were  againfl  call- 

*  ing  for  any  fuch  account :    They  defired  only  till 

*  next  day  to  confider  of  it ;  their  afking  for  fuch  a 

<  fhort  time  was  a  proof  of  their  not  being  againfl  it, 

*  and  if  they  had  got  that  time,  they  would,  I  be- 

*  lieve,  have  been  as  much  for  it  as  thofe  Lords  were, 

<  who  had  confidered  of  the  affair  before  the  motion 
«  was  made.  The  event,  my  Lords,  fhews,  that 
^  they  were  in  the  right  in  alking  for  fome  time  to 
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^  confider  it ;  for  if  the  affair  had  been  better  confi- 

'  dered  at  firft,  our  order  would  perhaps  have  been 

made  more  particular,  and  then  the  return  to  it 

^  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  more  diftindt 

*  and  clear :  We  fhould  then  have  been  able  to  have 

*  proceeded  without  any  lofs  of  time  ;  but  as  the  cafe 
^  now  ftands,  I  think  it  would  be  very  irregular  to 

*  proceed  to  the  making  of  refoiutions,  or  to  examine 
'  witnefles,  till  we  have  the  matter  farther  cleared 
'  up  ;  and  therefore  I  ihall  be  for  putting  the  previ- 

*  ous  queftion,  as  to  the  motion  made  by  the  noble 
^  Lord  ;  and  if  that  paffes  in  the  negative,  as  I  hope 

*  it  will,  I  Ihall  be  for  agreeing  with  the  motion  made 
^  by  the  noble  Duke.' 

Befides  the  Lords  I  have  already  mentioned,  die 
Duke  of  Montrofe^  the  Marquis  of  Tweedale^  the 
Earl  of  Winchelfea^  and  the  Earl  of  Marchmont  fpoke 
for  calling  in  Mr.  Be  Golz ;  and  the  Earl  of  Cbol- 
mondeky^  the  Lord  Delawar,  the  Lord  Lovely  the 
Lord  King^  and  the  Biiliop  of  Bangor  fpoke  againft 
it.  The  previous  queftion  was  then  going  to  be  put, 
as  to  Lord  Batburft's  motion,  but  the  Lord  Carteret 
got  up  and  fpoke  to  order  ;    '  That  as  Mr.  Be  Golz 

*  was  then  attending  at  the  door,  by  virtue  of  their 
^  Lordfhips  order,  and  a  noble  Lord  having  mov'd 
^  for  calhng  him  in,  he  thought  that  according  to 
'  the  rules  of  proceeding  in  that  houfe,  the  queftion 

*  that  ought  to  be  lirft  put  was.    Whether  or  no 

*  Mr.  Be  Golz  jQiould  be  called  in  ?  And  that  it  was 

*  certainly  proper  he   Ihould  be  examined,  before 

*  they  proceeded  even  to  make  an  order  for  bringing 

*  in  a  farther  account,  for  that  they  would  thereby 
^  be  enabled  to  give  much  more  particular  and  di- 
'  ftindl  diredlions,  how  that  farther  account  Ihould 

*  be  framed,  than  they  could  otherwife  do.  That 
^  if  they  went  upon  ilTuing  out  a  new  order  before 
*■■  they  examined  that  gentleman,  the  fame  thing 
^  might  happen  which  a  noble  Lord  fe<:mcd  to  think 

^  had 
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«  had  before  happened,  by  their  making  the  iirfl  or- 

*  der  in  that  affair  without  taking  time  to  confider  of 
*•  it ',  the  directors  wouki  no  more  underiland  their 

*  lecond  order  than  they  had  underilood  the  firft  y 
'  and  thus  (fays  his  Lordfhip)  we  fhall  have  a  fecond 
'  return  as  indiflinft  and  as  obfcureas  the  firft.'  In 
this  queftion  as  to  order,  the  Lord  Carteret's  opinion 
was  fiipported  by  the  Earl  o\FAnchelfea  and  the  Lord 
Batburji;  and  it  v/as  oppofed  by  the  Duke  of  New  ^ 
caftle^  the  Earl  of  //^y,  and  the  Lord  Belawar. 
Then  the  Earl  of  Strafford  ftood  up  and  faid,  '  That 
*•  for  avoiding  the  dilpute  about  order,  he  would  be 
'  for  putting  the  previous  queftion,  as  to  the  motion 

*  made  by  the  noble  Lord,  and  thereupon  he  would 
'  give  his  negative,  as  he  v/ould  likev/ife  do  upon 
'  the  previous  queftion  as  to  the  motion  made  by  the 

*  noble  Duke,  in  order  to  come  at  the  motion  made 

*  for  calling  in  Mr.  Be  Golz^  which  he  would  cer- 

*  tainly  agree  to.'     After  him  the 

Marquis  of  Marquis  of  Tzveedale  ftood  up  and  faid,    '  My 

IZllh.'^'^  '  Lords,  I  am  of  the  fame  opinion  with  the  noble 

'  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  -,  I  think  that  what  his  Lord- 

*  ftiip  has  propofed,  is  a  moft  proper  method  for 

*  avoiding  all  difputes  about  order ;  and  as  I  am  for 
<  calling  in  Mr.  De  Golz,  and  examining  him,  be- 

*  fore  every  thing  elfe  ;  therefore,  if  you  put  the 

*  previous  queftion  as  to  the  firft  motion  that  was 

*  made,  I  hope  it  will  pafs  in  the  negative ;  then, 

*  my  Lords,  we  may  regularly,  and  without  any 
'  dilpute  as  to  order,  put  the  previous  queftion  as  to 

*  the  motion  made  by  the  noble  Duke  ;  to  that  que- 
'  ftion  I  fnall  like  wife  give  my  negative,  and  I  hope 

*  all  the  Lords  who  are  for  having  Mr.  De  Golz 
'  called  in  and  examined,  will  do  the  fame,  that  fo 
'  it  may  likewife  pafs  in  the  negative  -,  and  thus  both 

*  the  firft  motions  being  poftponed,  we  come  next 

*  of  courfe  to  the  third  motion,  which  was  that  for 

*  calling  in  Mr.  De  Golz,  to  which  I  Ihall  moft  hear^ 

*  tily  give  my  affirmative.* 

Here- 
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Hereupon  the  previous  queftion  was  put,  as  to  the 
motion  made  by  the  Lord  Bathurft^  which  paiTed  in 
the  negative  without  any  divifion.  Then  the  pre- 
vious queftion  was  put  upon  the  motion  made  by  the 
Duke  of  Newcaftle^  upon  which  the  houie  divided. 
As  this  divifion  was  a  very  remarkable  one,  we  fhall 
give  a  lift  of  the  Lords  who  were  prefent,  and  voted 
in  this  queftion. 

Lords  who^  upon  this  previous  queftion^  voted  iyi  the 
negative^  and  were  confeqiiently  for  the  calling  in  of 
Mr,  De  Golz. 
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DUkes  of  Somerfet, 
St  Albans, 
Bolton, 
Bedford, 
Montrofe, 
Kent, 

Greenwich, 
Manchefter, 
Bridgwater. 
Marquis  of  Tweedale. 
Earls  of  Northampton, 
Denbigh, 
Berkftiire, 
Winchelfea, 
Chefterfield, 
Thanet, 
Sunderland, 
Shaftftjury, 
Litchfield, 
Gainft)orough, 
Scarborough, 
Coventry, 
Rothes, 


Earls  of  Buchan, 

Marchmont, 
Strafford, 
Stair, 

Fitzv/alter, 
Oxford, 
Llarborough, 
Macclesfield, 
Pomfret, 
Ken 
VifcountsTadcafter,  (£^r/ 
"Thomond) 
Cobham, 
Falmouth, 
Lords  Clinton, 

Bruce, 

Craven, 

Carteret, 

Wefton,  (Earl  of 
Arran) 

Haverfham, 

Gower, 

Malham, 


Lords 


igo  Parliamentary      A.  1733. 

Lords  Foley,  Prefent  48 

Bathurft,  Proxies  27 

Cornwallis,  — '• 

Bifhop  of  Lincoln.  y^ 

Lords  who^  upon  this  previous  quejlion^  voted  in  the  af- 
firmative^ and  confequently  againfi  the  then  calling 
in  of  Mr,  De  Golz. 

LORD  Chancellor, 
Prefident, 
Privy  Seal, 
Steward, 
Chamberlain. 
Dukes  of  Moi^'  ague,  mafler  of  the  great  wardrobe^ 
Aiicailer, 

Newcaftle,  fecretary  of  fiat e^ 
Chandos, 

Dorfet,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
Earls  of  Pembroke,  captain  of  a  troop  of  guards^  and 
Lord  of  the  bed-cha-mher^ 
Warwick, 
Clarendon, 
Albemarle,  captain  of  a  troop  of  guards^  and 

Lord  of  the  bed-chamber, 
Jerfey, 

Godoiphin,  groom  of  the  flole. 
Cholmondeley,  mafter  of  the  horfe  to  the 

Prince, 
Crawford,  captain  of  dragoons^ 
Morton,  vice-admiral  of  Scotland, 
Selkirk,  Lord  of  the  bed-chamber. 
Dun  more,  colonel  of  a  regitnent  of  guards, 
Orkney,  colonel  of  a  regiment,  and  governor 

of  Virginia  and  Edinburg-callle, 
Hay,  Lordjufiiciary  and  privy  feal  of  Scot- 
land, 
Tankerville,  Lord  of  the  bed-chamber,  and 
Jince  made  mafter  of  the  buck-hounds. 

Earls 
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Earls,  of  Hallifax,  auditor  of  the  Exchequer, 
Cowper,  Lord  of  the  bed-chamber^ 
Afhburnham,  Lord  of  the  bed-chamber, 
Effingham,  colonel  of  a  regiment,  and  de- 
pity  Earl  marfhal, 
Vilcounts,   Lymington,  Lordjujlice  in  Eyre, 
Torrington,  treafurer  of  the  navy. 
Lords,  Harrington,  fecretary  of  fiat  e, 
Abergavenny, 

Delawar,  treafurer  of  the  houfhold, 
Lovelace, 
Byron, 

Lynn,  mafier  of  the  jewel-office, 
Cadogan,  colonel  of  a  regiment, 
Walpole,  clerk  of  the  pells, 
Monfon, 
Lovel. 
Bilhops  of  London, 

Winchefter, 

Salifbury, 

St  David's, 

Bangor,  \ 

Durham, 

Exeter, 

LandafF, 

Chichefler, 

Oxford, 

Briftol, 

Norwich, 

Litchfield  and  Coventry, 

Ely, 

Rocheiler, 

^t  Afaph, 

Bath  and  Wells. 

Prefent  e^'j 
Proxies  (of  whom  fix  were  biihops)  18 

IS 
Note^ 
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Note  j  It  appears,  by  the  above  lift,  that  there  was 
a  majority  of  twenty-two  lay  Lords  for  the  calling  in 
of  Mr.  Be  Golz. 

By  the  rules  of  proceeding  In  the  houfe  of  Lords, 
nothing  new,  it  feems,  can  be  refolved  on,  unlefs  a 
majority  be  for  it ;  fo  that  v/hen  a  motion  is  m.ade  in 
that  houfe  for  reverfing  a  decree,  for  bringing  in 
or  palTing  a  bill,  or  for  an  amendment  to  a  bill  then 
before  them,  there  muft  be  a  majority  for  it,  other- 
wife,  if  there  be  only  an  equality  upon  the  divifion, 
the  decree  ftands  affirmed,  the  bill  or  the  amendment 
is  thrown  out ;  and  fo,  when  a  motion  for  a  refolu- 
tion  or  order  is  made,  there  muft  be  a  majority  for 
it ;  if  upon  the  divifion  there  be  an  equality,  the 
motion  is  of  confequence  difagreed  to,  that  is,  the 
queftion  paiTes  in  the  negative.  Thus  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  the  previous  queftion  being,  whether  the  que- 
ftion ftiould  be  then  put  upon  the  motion  made  by 
the  Duke  of  Newcaftie  P  And  there  being  exadly  as 
many  againft  putting  the  queftion  upon  that  motion, 
as  there  were  for  it,  therefore  the  previous  queftion 
was  carried  in  the  negative  ;  and  fo  the  houfe  came 
of  courfe  to  putting  the  queftion  upon  the  motion 
made  by  the  Earl  of  Scarborough^  for  the  calling  in 
of  Mr.  Be  Golz, 

Accordingly  the  Earl  ftood  up  and  renewed  his 
motion,  whereupon  the  Duke  of  Newcajile  got  up 
and  moved,  that  the  previous  queftion  might  like- 
wife  be  put  as  to  that  motion.     Upon  this  the 

?-^^  "^j.        Earl  of  Str afford  ftood  up  and  fpoke  to  this  effe6l. 

fpeech.  «  For  God's  lake,  my  Lords,  do  not  let  us  put  a 
'  previous  queftion  as  to  this  motion.  Mr,  De  Golz 
*•  was  ordered  to  attend  this  day :  What  was  he  or- 
'  dered  to  attend  for?  Surely  it  was  to  be  examined 
'  in  cafe  we  found  any  difficulty  in  the  account  now 
^  under  our  confideration  ;  and  every  Lord  in  the 

*  houfe,  I  think,  confeftes  that  he  finds  difficulty  in 

*  this  account :  It  hath  been  allowed  by  every  Lord 

I  '  that 
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*  that  has  fpoke  in  this  debate,  to  be  very  confufed 
'  and  obfcure.     It  will  really  look  very  odd,  to  re- 

*  fiife  examining  that  gentleman,  as  to  what  appears 

*  difficult  or  obfcure  in  the  account  before  you,  fince 

*  he  is  attending  for  that  purpofe  by  virtue  of  an  or- 

*  der  of  the  houfe.  We  may  pretend  what  we  pleafe, 
'  but  no  man  will  think  that  we  are  in  earneft  in  what 
'  we  are  now  about,  if  the  calling  in  and  examining 

*  of  this  gentleman  fliould  be  put  off.* 

Several  other  Lords  fpoke  to  the  fame  purpofe, 
upon  which  the  Duke  dropped  his  motion ;  though 
if  the  previous  queftion  had  been  put,  and  every 
Lord  had  voted  and  given  his  proxies,  as  in  the 
former  divifion,  it  is  certain  there  would  have  been  an 
equality,  by  which  the  calling  in  or  examining  of 
Mr.  Be  GgIz  would,  by  the  rules  of  that  houfe  be- 
fore-mention'd,  have  been  put  off  at  leall  for  that 
day.  The  motion  as  to  the  previous  queftion  being 
thus  dropped,  the  queftion  was  put  for  the  calling  in 
of  Mr.  Be  Golz^  which  was  carried  without  any  di- 
vifion, and  he  was  accordingly  called  in  and  examin- 
ed, but  did  not  give  any  great  fatisfa6tion  as  to  the 
clearing  up  of  the  account.  After  he  was  v/ith- 
drawn,  the  Lord  Bathurft  renewed  his  motion  ; 
whereupon  the 

Earl  of  Scarborough  rofe  up  and  fpoke  in  fubftance 
as  follows,  viz,  *  My  Lords,  I  muft  be  of  opini- 
'  on,  that  as  this  motion  tends  towards  the  charging 
'  of  fome  gentlemen  v/ith  very  grofs  mifmanage- 

*  ment,  and  with  adting  contrary  to  an  exprefs  a<5t 
'  of  Parliament,  we  ought  to  proceed  with  the  ut- 

*  moft  caution  :  And  as  I  really  think  that  we  have 
'  not,  as  yet,  fufficient  ground  for  fupporting  fuch 
'  a  refolution,  therefore  I  cannot  now  agree  to  it. 
'  Our  coming  immediately  to  fuch  a  refolution  can 

*  do  no  manner  of  fervice,  either  to  the  public  or  to 

*  any  private  perfon,  and  it  may  do  harm  to  fome 

*  gentlemen,  who,  for  what  we  can  yet  pretend  to 
Vol.  XI.  O  '  know 
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'  know,  are  innocent  •,  but  that  we  may  fearch  this 
'  affair  to  the  bottom,  that  we  may  have  all  the  in- 
'  fight  into  it  that  is  pofTible,  and  that  we  may  dif- 
'  cover  and  puniHi  the  guilty,  if  any  there  be,  I  will 

*  now  join  with  the  noble  Duke  in  the  motion  he 
'  made  -,  and  I  hope  in  forming  that  order,  your 
'  LordHiips  will  give  fuch  diredlions  as  may  not 
'  only  enable,  but  oblige  the  diredors  of  that  com- 
'  pany  to  give  us  a  full,  clear,  and  diftindl  account 

*  of  that  whole  affair,  if  any  fuch  account  can  be 

*  had.  When  that  account  comes  in,  or  when  we 
'  are  told  no  fuch  account  can  be  had,  we  may  then 

*  confider  the  motion  made  by  the  noble  Lord,  and 

*  may  come  to  that  refolution,  or  to  fuch  other  re- 
'  folutions  ^  we  fhall  then  think  proper.' 

;^^,i<e  of  Duke  of  Argyle.     '  My  Lords,  in  all  inquiries 

>ir,.v/e's      c  Qf  {-j-^is  nature,  we  ought  to  proceed  with  zeal  but 

'  not  With  fury.     I  hope,  my  Lords,  I  am  as  zea- 

*  lous  for  inquiring  thoroughly  into  the  matter  now 

*  before  us,  as  any  of  your  Lordfhips  ought  to  be. 

*  For  this  reafon  I  was  for  poffponing  the  motion 
'  made  by  the  noble  Duke,  in  order  to  have  Mr. 

*  De  Golz  examined  :  I  did  indeed  exped,  that  lie 

*  would  have  explained  to  your  Lordfhips  moft  of 
'  the  articles  of  the  account  before  us,  which  appear 
^  to  be  obfcure  and  unintelligible  \  but  I  find  I  am 
'  difappointed  :  I  believe  your  Lordfhips  have  re- 
'  ceived  no  great  fatisfid:ion  from  him  ;  for  to  me 

*  he  feemed  to  be  ignorant  almofl  of  every  thing  ; 

*  he  could  not  fo  much  as  give  a  clear  and  diffindt 

*  anfwer  to  any  one  queftion  that  was  put  to  him, 
'  which,  I  n:.Mil  fay,  is  to  me  very  furprifing :  I  did 
'  tiiink  it  almoft  impoffible  that  a  man,  who  had 

*  been  fo  long  in  fuch  a  high  poll  in  that  company's 

*  fervice,  could  be  fo  ignorant  of  their  afi^airs  as  this 
'  man  appears  to  be. 

^  However,  my  Lords,  notwithflanding  the  little 

*  fuccefs  we  have  met  with  in  the  examination  of 

*  this 
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this  gentleman,  I  hope  we  fliall  fall  upon  ways  and 
means  for  bringing  this  matter  to  light ;  but  till 
we  have  fome  farther  information  about  it,  I  do 
not  think  we  have  a  foundation  for  the  refolutioii 
which  the  noble  Lord  has  moved  for :  Our  pro- 
ceeding fo  haftily  to  fuch  a  refolution,  would 
really  be  a  going  on  with  fury,  inflead  of  going  on 
with  that  juil  zeal  which  we  ought  to  fhew  upon 
all  occafions ;  and  I  am  perfuaded,  if  this  affair  were 
to  be  left  to  the  fmgle  determination  of  the  noble 
Lord  who  made  the  motion,  he  would  not,  upon 
reconfidering  the  cafe,  come  to  fuch  a  determina- 
tion as  he  has  now  moved  for,  without  inquiring 
farther  into  the  matter  •,  therefore  I  hope  the  noble 
Lord  will,  for  the  prefent,  wave  his  motion,  that 
the  fame  may  be  again  revived,  after  we  have  got 
a  more  full  and  a  more  diilind  information  about 
this  affair.* 

Hereupon  the  Lord  Bathurft  agreed  to  wave  his 
motion  for  that  time,  and  afterwards  the  houfe  or- 
dered the  prefent  diredlors,  and  alfo  the  lall  direc- 
tors of  the  South-Sea  company  to  attend  to  be  exa- 
mined, and  likewife  the  late  infpe6lors  of  that  com- 
pany's accounts. 

On  JVednefday  the  30th  of  May^  the  bill  for  grant-  b;ii  for  the 
ing  to  his  Majefty  a  certain  fum  out  of  the  finking  prdon!crr. 
fund,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1733,  and  for  the'J^  J^j"^?^® 
farther  application  of  the  fame  fund  ;  and  for  ena- 
bling his  Majefty,  out  of  the  money  arifen  by  the 
fale  of  lands  in  St,  Chriftophers^   to  pay  80,000/. 
as  a  marriage-portion  for  the  Princels  royal,  i^c, 
was  read  a  fecond  time  in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  and 
upon  the  motion's  being  made  for  committing  it. 

Earl  of  Winchelfea  flood  up  and  fpoke  to  this  ef-  E?.ri  of    ^ 
fed,  viz,    '  I  do  not  rife  up,  my  Lords,  to  oppofefpcccb 
*  the  bill  now  before  us,  but  I  fland  up  to  take  no- 
^  tice  of  the  ftraoge  method  of  huddling  fo  many 

O  2  ^  things 
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'  things  together ;  and  particularly  I  cannot  but  take 
'  notice  of  that  part  of  it,  by  which  80,000  /.    is 

*  granted  a?  a  portion  for  the  Princels  Royal.     It  is 

*  fo  unbecoming  a  thing  to  fee  that  grant  made  in 
*•  fuch  a  hotch-potch  bill,  a  bill  which  really  feems 
'  to  be  the  fweepings  of  the  other  houfe,  that  I  can- 

*  not^  my  Lords,  let  it  pafs  without  tellifying  my 

*  didike.     After  his  Majefby  had  been  mofl  graci- 

*  oufly  pleafed  to  communicate  to  both  houfes  of 
'  Parliament  the  intended  marriage  of  that  Princefs, 
'  after  both  houfes  had  prefented  to  hisMajefly  moft 

*  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefles  thereupon,  I  think,  my 
'  Lords,  the  lead  that  ought  to  have  been  done,  was 
'  to  have  provided  a  marriage-portion  for  that  Prin- 
'  cefs,  in  a  particular  bill  by  itfelf ;  that  it  might 
'  have  ftood  upon  our  records,  as  a  teftimony  of  the 
'  refpedl  and  duty  of  the  nation  towards  the  royal 
'  family  now  upon  the  throne.     I  have  fo  great  an 

*  efteem  for  his  Majefly  and  his  family,  and  fuch  a 
'  particular  regard  for  that  illuftrious  Princefs,  that 
'  I  am  forry  to  fee  her  name  fo  much  as  mentioned 
'  in  fuch  a  riff-raff  bill  as  this  is. 

'  But,  my  Lords,  befides  this  indignity  to  the 

*  royal  family,  the  fending  up  a  bill  with  fo  many 
'  different  things  tack'd  together,  is  a  fort  of  indig- 

*  nity  to  this  houfe.  It  is  a  breach  of  one  of  your 
'  ftanding  orders,  and  is  a  laying  of  us  under  a  ne- 
*•  celTity  of  agreeing  to  every  item  in  a  bill,  or  of 

*  putting  a  negative  upon  every  one  of  them :  In 

*  fliort,  my  Lords,  to  me  it  really  feems  to  be  a 

*  defign  to  make  ufe  of  one  particular  article  in  the 

*  bill,  in  order  to  cram  all  the  reft  down  our  throats. 

*  Upon  both  thefe  accounts  I  could  not  help  taking 

*  notice  of  this  moil  extraordinary  bill ;  butfince  it 

*  cannot  now  be  rem.edied,  I  am  fo  fond  of  enabling 

*  his  Majefty  to  provide  a  fufficient  marriage-por- 

*  tion  for  the  Princefs  royal,  I  am  fo  ready  to  join 
^  in  any  meafures  for  providing  for  the  current  fer- 

*  vice  of  the  year,  that,  rather  than  difappoint  ei- 

ther 
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*  ther  of  tliem,  I  will  for  this  time  pafs  over  thofe 
«  informalities,  I  will  not  oppofe  this  bill,  but  I  hope 

*  that  care  will  be  taken  hereafter,  not  to  fend  up 

*  any  more  fuch  bills  to  this  houfe.' 

Earl  o^  Crawford.     '  I  do  not  either,  my  Lords,  Eari  of ^^ 

*  rife  up  to  oppofe  the  bill  now  before  us,  but  I  think  fpSX 

*  it  is  incumbent  upon  me  to  declare,  that  it  is,  in 

*  my  opinion,  a  mofl  indecent  thing  to  provide  for 

*  the  Princefs  royal  of  England  in  fuch  a  manner : 

*  It  is  moft  difrefpedful  to  the  royal  family,  to  pro- 
«  vide  a  marriage-portion  for  fo  illuftrious  a  branch 
«  of  that  family,  in  fuch  a  bill  of  Items.  Here  is, 
<  imprirais^  500,000  /.  for  the  current  fervice  of  the 

*  year.    Item  10,000/.   by  way  of  charity  for  thofe 

*  diftreffed  perfons  who  are  to  tranfport  them.felves 
'  to  the  colony  of  Georgia.  Item^  fo  much  by  way 
'  of  charity  for  repairiug  an  old  church.     Item^  fo 

*  much  by  way  of  charity  for  repairing  a  dormitory. 

*  And  Item^  80,000/.  as  a  marriage-portion  for  the 

*  Princefs  Yoydilo^  England.  How  incongruous  is  it, 
«  my  Lords,  to  fee  fuch  a  provifion  come  in  by  way 
'  of  Item^  among  fo  many  other  It  ems  ^  many  of  which 
'  are  for  charitable  ufes ! 

*  In  duty  to  the  family  of  which  that  royal  Prin- 
'  cefs  is  defcended,  out  of  that  regard  and  efteem 
^  which  we  ought  to  have  for  her,  and  which  flie  fo 

*  much  deferves,  not  only  from  us,  but  from  the 
'  whole  world,  her  marriage-portion  ought  to  have 

*  been  provided  for  in  a  particular  bill  by  itfelf ;  no 
^  foreign  matter  ought  to  have  been  mix'd  up  in 

*  fuch  a  bill.  Your  Lordfliips  were  fo  careful  in  that 
<  refped,  that  when  you  were  about  drawing  up  an 

*  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Majefty,  for  commAinica- 
^  ting  to  this  houfe  the  intended  marriage  of  the 
'  Princefs  royal,  you  would  not  receive  a  few  words 

*  which  were  offered  by  way  of  compliment  to  the 

*  States  Generalj  and  which  might  very  properly 

O  ^  *  hav€ 
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*  have  come  into  that  addrefs,  becaufe  you  were 

*  refolved  to  put  nothing  into  the  addrefs  that  was 

*  any  way  foreign  to  the  intended  marriage,  which 
^  his  Majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  communicate  t6 

*  you. 

'  As  I  am  refolved  not  to  oppofe  this  bill,  there- 
<  fore,  my  Lords,  I  fhall  not  fay  any  thing  to  the 

*  method  of  tacking  made  ufe  of  upon  this  occafion  i 

*  nor  fliall  I  now  obje6t  againfl  the  means  made  ufe 

*  of  for  providing  for  the  current  fervice  of  the  year ; 

*  but  both  ought  certainly  to  be  taken  notice  of,  and 

*  I  hope  your  Lordfhips  will,  upon  this  occafion, 

*  come  to  fome  refolutions  which  may  tend  to  pre- 
^  vent  the  like  practices  for  the  future.* 

nuke  of         Duke  of  Newcafile,     *  My  Lords,  I  am  fo  far 

%Zl\i^''^  *  f^^'^  thinking  it  indecent  or  difrefpedlful  to  provide 

^  for  the  Princefs  royal  by  this  bill,  that  I  think  it  the 

'  only  way  by  which  fuch  a  provifion  could  hav6 

*  been  made.  It  could  not  well  have  been  done  by 
'  a  particular  bill,  becaufe  the  marriage  is  not  as  yet 
'  fully  concluded :  And  a  particular  bill  was  the  lefs 
^  neceffary,  becaufe  the  provifion  is  to  be  made  with- 
'  out  laying  any  new  burden  on  the  people  •,  it  is  td 
'  be  made  out  of  what  did  not  originally  belong  to 

*  the  public,  but  to  his  Majefly  ;   for  the  money 

*  arifing  by  the  fale  of  the  lands  in  Nevis  and  St^Chri- 
*■  ftophcrs^  did  not  really  at  firft  belong  to  the  pub- 
*-  lie  ;  it  v/as  what  the  public  had  no  right  to,  till  his 

*  Majefty  was  fo  good  as  to  give  it  up,  and  to  promife 
'  that  it  Ihould  be  applied  to  the  ufe  of  the  pubhc' 

Earl  of  r-       Earl  of  Iky,     «  My  Lords,  I  muft  fay,  that  the 

*  ject,  have  been  pleafed  to  give  the  bill  now  before 
'  us  fome  epithets  which  are  very  extraordinary,  and 

*  which,  in  my  opinion,  the  bill  no  way  deferves. 

*  There  is  in  this  bill,  my  Lords,  nothing  of  an  ex- 
I  traordinary  nature ;  Surely  your  Lordfliips  would 

I  ^     "  *  pot 
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not  have  a  particular  bill  fent  up,  for  every  fmall 
fum  that  is  g;rantedfor  the  current  fervice  of  the 
'  year  :  Your  Lordfliips  know  that  it  is  nor  ufiial : 
'  It  has  always  been  the  cuitom  of  Parliament  to 
'  provide  for  feveral  particular  fervices  by  one  bill 
'  And  as  to  the  marriage  portion  of  the  Princefs 
^  Royal,  I  have  as  great  a  regard  for  that  moil  de- 
^  ferving  Princefs,  and  as  great  a  refpedl  for  the  royal 

■  family  of  which  fhe  is  defcended,  as  any  Lord  in 

•  this  houfe  ;  but  really  I  can  fee  no  difference  in 

•  the  providing  for  her  marriage  portion  by  a  parti- 
'  cular  bill  for  that  purpofe,  or  by  a  claufe  in  fome 
'  other  bill :    It  will  ftand  equally  upon  all  our  re- 

•  cords  in  the  one  way  as  in  the  other ;  and  the 
duty  and  refpedl  which  the  nation  owes  to  his  Ma- 

■  jefty  and  his  illuftrious  family,  will  be  fhewn  as 

•  much,  and  teftified  asftrongly,  by  the  claufe  which 
'  is  in  this  bill,  as  if  there  had  been  a  particular  bill 

•  brought  in  and  pafled  for  that  purpofe  only. 

'  As  to  the  orders  of  this  houfe,  my  Lords,  there 
is  nothing  in  this  bill  that  is  againfl  any  of  them  ; 
the  order  which  nowfeems  to  be  referred  to,  is,  I 

•  prefume,  that,  by  which  it  is  ordered,  that  nothing 

■  of  a  foreign  nature  fhall  be  tacked  to  any  money 
bill :  This,  my  Lords,  is  the  only  order  I  can  think 
of,  which  has  any  manner  of  relation  to  the  que* 
ftion  in  hand,  and  I  am  fure  there  is  nothing  in 
this  bill  contrary  to  that  order :  There  is  nothing 
of  a  foreign  nature,  there  is  nothing  in  it  but  what 
relates  to  the  granting  of  money,  and  therefore 
there  is  nothing  in  it  that  can  in  any  way  be  faid 
to  look  like  tacking.  Since  the  noble  Lords  had 
no  mind  tooppofe  the  bill,  I  muft:  think  that  they 
might  have  let  alone  faying  any  thing  upon  the 
head,  till  after  the  bill  had  been  order'd  to  be  com-^ 
mitted :  Then  if  they  had  any  motion  to  malie 
relating  to  any  irregularities  in  this  bill,  they  might 
have  fpoke  to  it-,  but  it  is  not  ufual  for  any  Lord 

Q  4  '  CO 
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<  to  fpeak  againft  a  bill,  nnlefs  it  be  with  a  defign 
'  to  oppofe  Its  pafTing  in  the  form  it  is  in.' 

lord  B.I-  After  this,  the  bill  was  order'd  to  be  committed, 
{^^e'fh  and  and  then  the  Lord  Bathurft  flood  up  and  fpoke  in 
tavoui"of  Jhe^^bfhance  thus,  viz.  '  My  Lords,  I  did  not  before  give 
jinking  ju„d>^.  your  Lordfhips  any  trouble,  becaufe  I  had  not  a 
'  mind  to  oppofe  this  bill  which  we  have  now  order'd 
'  to  be  committed ;  for  tho'  I  was  of  opinion^  and  I 

*  fmd  I  am  not  fingular,  that  the  fending  up  of  fuch 
'  a  bill  v/as  both  irregular  and  contrary  to  the  orders 

*  of  this  houfe,  yet  I  thought  it  was  neceffary  to 

*  pafs  it,  not  only  becaufe  of  the  defire  I  had  to  fee 
*-  all  the  current  fervices  of  the  year  provided  for, 
'  but  likewife  becaufe  of  the  great  regard  I  had  for 

*  that  branch  of  the  royal  family  provided  for  by 

<  this  bill :  Tho'  I  mufh  fay,  that  I  fhould  have  been 

*  glad  to  have  feen  that  royal  Princefs  provided  for 

*  by  a  particular  bill  for  that  purpofe  only  ;  for 
'  wherever  a  grant  is  to  be  made  by  Parliament  in 

*  favour  of  any  particular  perfon,  the  doing  of  it  by 
'  a  claufe  may,  perhaps,  have  the  fame  effed,  but  the 

*  doing  of  it  by  a  bill,  certainly  fhews  a  greater  re- 

*  gard  for  the  perfon  to  whom  the  grant  is  made. 

*  There  is  indeed  a  method  by  which  one  houfe  of 
'  Parliament  may  be  made  to  Ihew  a  very  extraordi- 
'  nary  regard,  to  any  particular  thing  provided  for 

*  only  by  a  claufe  in  a  bill ;  this  method  has  perhaps 

*  been  pra6lifed  •,  tho'  I  fball  not  fay,  my  Lords,  it 

*  has  in  this  cafe  been  pradifed :  It  is  when  either  houfe 

*  of  Parliament  has  a  bill  before  them  which  they 
'  fuiped  may  be  thrown  out  in  t\\t  other  houfe, 

*  therefore,  in  order  to  carry  it  through  the  other 

*  houfe,  they  add  a  claufe  in  favour  of  fome  thing, 
'  or  fome  perfon,  which  they  know  the  other  houfe 

*  will  fhew  a  great  regard  to ;  in  fuch  cafe,  if  that 
^  other  houfe  do  pafs  fuch  a  bill  for  the  fake  of  that 
«  claufe,  it  is  certainly  fhewing  a  very  extraordinary 
^  regard  to  the  perfgn  i\y  favour  of  whom  that  claufe 

*  was 
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^  was  thus  purpofely  introduced.  If  I  admit  bad 
^  company  into  my  houfe  for  the  fake  of  one  parti- 
^  cular  man  who  happens  to  be  among  them,  I  cer- 

*  tainly  fhew  him  a  greater  regard  than  if  I  admit- 
^  ted  him  fingle  and  alone  ;  but  he  is  little  obliged 

*  to  thole  who  put  him  upon  the  office  of  gaining 
'  admittance  for  fuch  troublefome  attendants. 

'  However,  my  Lords,  as  to  this  part  of  the  bill, 
^  I  fhall  infifl  no  longer  upon  it,  my  principal  de- 

*  fign  is  to  take  notice  of  the  manner  in  which  the 

*  current  fervice  of  the  year  is  provided  for  by  this 

*  bill :  It  is  indeed  a  very  extraordinary  method  of 

*  providing  for  that  fervice  ;  a  method  which  I  Ihali 

*  never  approve  of:  I  have  always  looked  on  die 
'  linking-fund  as  a  mod  facred  pledge  for  fecuring 

*  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  nation,  and  for 
'  relieving  the  people  from  thofe  heavy  taxes  and 

*  burdens  they  now  groan  under.    Now,  I  find,  that 

*  by   this  bill,  that  facred  fund  is  to  be  robbed  of 

*  500,000  /.  at  one  ftroke.  There  have  been  feveral 
'  large  fums  formerly  ftolen  from  that  fund  i  but,  I 

*  believe  it  was  never  before  plundered  of  fo  large 

*  a  fum  at  once,  or  in  fo  direct  and  open  a  manner 

*  as  by  this  bill  is  to  be  introduced ;  and  therefore, 

*  I  hope,  your  Lordihips  will  come  to  fome  refolu- 
'  tion  for  preventing  any  fuch  pradices  for  the  fu- 
'  tyre :  It  is  now,  my  Lords,  really  become  ntcei'- 

*  fary  for  us  to  fignify  to  the  other  houfe,  our  opi- 

*  nion.  That  the  fmking  fund  ought  never  to  be  ap- 

*  plied  to  any  other  purpofe,  than  that  for  v/hich  it 

*  was  originally  defigned  -,  and  I  think,  my  Lords, 

*  the  bed  way  of  fignifying  fuch  opinion  is,  by  ha- 

*  ving  a  refolution  to  that  purpofe  enter'd  upon  the 
'  journals  of  this  houfe ;   for  which  reafon  I  fhall 

*  take  the  liberty  to  move  for  a  refolution  in  thefe 

*  or  in  fome  fuch  terms.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 

*  this  houfe,  that  the  fmking  fund  ought  always,  for 

*  the  future,  to  be  applied  to  the  redeeming  thofc 

*  taxes  which  are  moil  prejudicial  to  the  trade,  mofl 

'  burden- 
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*  burdenfome  on  the  manufa6liircs,  and  mofl  op- 

*  .prefTive  upon  the  poor  of  this  nation,' 

iorc!6>fc-  Lord  Carteret,     *  My  Lords,  I  miift  upon  this 

TCI  s  rpeech.  J  Qccafion  declare  it  to  be  my  opinion,  that  the  ere- 

*  ditors  of  the  public  have,  in  a  manner,  a  right  to 
^  that  facred  fund,  called  the  finking  fund  -,  it  is  in 

*  its  own  nature  a  fecurity  to  them  *,  firft,  for  the 
^  payment  of  the  intereft  eoming  yearly  due  to  them, 
^  and  next  for  the  payment  of  their  principal  funis. 

*  The  whole  people  of  England  have  a  right  to  have 
'  it  duly  applied  •,  becaufe  it  is  by  fuch  application 

*  only,  that  we  can  get  free  of  thofe  many  and  grie- 
'  vous  taxes,  which  lie  fo  heavy  upon  the  poor,  and 
«  are  fuch  a  clog  to  the  trade  and  to  the  manufac- 
'  tures  of  this  nation  •,  and  therefore,  the  applying  of 

*  that  fund  to  any  other  ufe,  is  a  robbing  the  public 
^  creditors  of  their  right,  it  is  doing  an  injuflice  to 

*  the  whole  people  of  England, 

'  The  prefent  circumftances  of  this  nation  are, 
«  my  Lords,  in  fome  manner  deplorable.     By  the 

*  many  taxes  we  now  pay,  the  neceflaries  and  conve- 
^  nicnces  of  life  are  rendered  fo  dear,  that  it  is  im- 

*  poflible  for  our  tradefmen  or  manufa6lurers  to  live 
'  fo  cheap,  or  to  fell  the  produce  of  their  labour  at 
'  fo  fmall  a  price  as  our  neighbours  do  ;  from  hence 

*  it  is,  my  Lords,  that  our  neighbours  are  every 

*  day  encroaching  upon  us,  and  our  trade  is  daily 
^  decaying.  If  a  journeyman  in  any  manufadUire 
•^  whatever,  can  live  better  in  France  or  Germany  on 
^  a  fix-pence  a  day,  than  he  can  live  in  England  on 

*  a  fhilling,  we  may  depend  on  it  that  mofl  of  our 
^  tradefmen  will  at  lafl  find  the  way  thither,  if  they 
"  are  not  prevented  either  by  our  own  good  politics, 

*  or  by  fome  very  bad  politics  among  our  neigh- 
^  bours ;  and  if  a  mafter  tradefman  can  get  the  fame 

*  work  done  in  France  for  a  fix-pence,  which  would 

*  cofb  him  a  fhilling  in  England^  he  certainly  can  un- 
^  derfell  the  Englijh  tradefman  in  all  the  foreign 

^  markets 
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*  markets  of  the  world.  The  only  method  there- 
'  fore  to  preferve  our  trade,  is  to  take  off  thofe 

*  taxes  which  now  lie  fo  heavy  upon  the  poor  tradef- 

*  men  and  labourers,  and  this  the  whole  people 
'  of  England  know  can  be  done  no  other  v/ay  but 

*  by  a  due  application  of  the  finking  fund.  How 
'  fhocking  then  mufl  it  be  to  the  whole  nation,  to  fee 

*  that  fund  plundered  of  fo  large  a  fum  at  once  ? 
'  The  whole  nation  mufl  from  thence  conclude, 
'  that  they  mufl  for  ever  groan  under  thofe  taxes 

*  and  burdens  which  they  nov/  find  almofl  infuppor- 

*  table,  and  which  mufl  foon  become  abfolutely  fo, 

*  by  the  decay  of  our  trade  and  our  manufa6lures. 

'  This  fund,  my  Lords,  has  before  been  clandef- 

*  tinely  defrauded  of  feveral  fmall  fums  at  difi^erent 

*  times,  which  indeed  together  amount  to  a  pretty 

*  large  fum  ♦,   but  by  the  bill  which  we  have  now 

*  ordered  to  be  committed,  it  is  to  be  openly  and 

*  avowedly  plundered  of  500,000/.  at  once.  After 
'  fuch  a  dired  mifapplication  of  that  fund,  can  any 
'  public  creditor  depend  upon  his  being  ever  paid 

*  his  principal  fum  ?  Can  any  public  creditor  think 
'  himfelf  fecure  even  of  that  yearly  interefl  or  an- 

*  nuity  which  is  due  to  him  ?  By  this  bill  he  fees  one 
'  half  of  the  finking  fund  applied  to  the  current  fer- 
'  vice  of  the  year :  This  he  fees  done,  and  this,  my 
*^  Lords,  he  fees  done  in  a  time  of  the  mofl  pro- 
'  found  peace  and  tranquillity.     How  then  can  he 

*  be  certain  but  that  the  whole  finking  fund  may  be 
^  next  year  applied  to  the  fame  purpofes  :  He  mufl 

*  then  fee  himfelf  deprived  of  all  hopes  of  ever  re- 

*  ceiving  his  principal  fum  ,  and  if  the  funds  nov/ 

*  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  yearly  intereft, 

*  or  annuities,  growing  due  to  the  public  creditors, 

*  fhould  hereafter  prove  to  be  deficient,  where  could 

*  they  have  recourfe  for  the  payment  even  of  thofe 

*  annuities  ?    The  finking  fund  being  otherwife  ap- 

*  plied,  their  annuities,  or  at  leafl  fome  part  of  them^ 

•-  mull 
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^  miifh  remain  unpaid,  and,  at  lafl  perhaps,  the  whole 

*  might  ceale.     Such  a  fufpicion  may,  even  by  thi^ 

*  milapphcation,  arife  among  the  creditors  of  the 

*  pubhc  \  and  if  fuch  fhould  arife,  it  would  be  the 

*  mod  terrible  fhock  that  ever  happened  to  the  pub- 
"^  lie  credit  of  this  nation.  To  prevent  therefore 
'^  any  fuch  fufpicion,  it  will  be  abfolutely  necef- 
^  fary  for  your  Lordlhips  to  come  to  fome  refolu- 
^  tion  for  quieting  the  minds  of  the  people,  and  for 
^  afiliring  them  that  no  fuch  mifapplication  Ihall  for 
•^  the  future  be  admitted  of:  And  the  palTing  of  the 
^  bill  now  before  us  makes  our  coming  to  fuch  are- 

*  folution  the  more  necelTary.  For  which  reafon 
^  I  am  for  agreeing  with  the  motion  made  by  the 
^  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  lafl:,' 

wv?/e's      Duke  of  Newcaftle.     '  I  wonder,  my  Lords,  to 
fpacdi.       <  hear  it  affirm.ed  by  any  Lord  in  this  houfe,  That 

*  the  public  creditors  have  any  manner  of  right  in 
'  the  finking  fund  :  They  certainly  have  no  right  ta 
'  any  part  of  it :  They  have  a  right  only  to  receive 
'  their  yearly  interefl  when  it  becomes  due  ;  for  the 
^  payment  of  which  there  are  other  funds  appro- 
^  priated,  and  therefore,  as  long  as  they  are  regularly 
^  paid  their  interefl,  they  have  nothing  to  fear,  they 

*  have  nothing  to  complain  of.  It  is  well  known, 
'  that  the  finking  fund  was,  from  its  very  firfl  ori- 
*-  ginal,  fubjecl   to  be  difpofed  of  by  Parliament, 

*  and  the  Parliament  has  it  ftill  in  their  power  to  ap- 
'  ply  it  to  the  paying  off  a  part  of  the  public  debt, 
*■  or  to  what  other  public  ufe  they  Ihall  think  mofb 
'  proper ;  and  in  this  year  there  is  as  much  of  it 
'  applied  towards  the  paying  off  the  public  debts, 
'  as  is  either  neceflary  or  convenient. 

'  By  the  fame  bill,  my  Lords,  there  is  a  million 
^  to  be  applied  towards  the  paying  off  a  part  of 
'  the  public  debts  of  the  nation,  which  is  more  than 
*•  the  creditors  of  the  public  either  want  or  defire. 
^'  The  circumilances  of  this  nation  are  now  fo  happy, 

'  and 
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*  and  the  public  credit  fo  well  eftabliflied,  that  none 
'  of  the  public  creditors  defire  to  have  their  mony : 
'  On  the  contrary,  my  Lords^  we  fee  that  thofe 
'  funds-  bear  the  higheft  price,  and  are  the  moil 

*  fought  after,  which  are  expedled  to  be  the  longeft 
'  of  being  paid  off.     In  fuch  circumftances  we  have 

*  an  opportunity  to  look  about  us,  and  to  apply  a 

*  part  of  that  fund  where  we  find  it  is  moft  wanted : 

*  This  is  what  is  propofed  by  this  bill.     It  muft  be 

*  granted,  my  Lords,  that  the  landed  gentlemen 

*  have  of  all  others  borne  for  many  years  the  greateft 
'  fhare  of  the  public  charge,  they  are  therefore  the 

*  iirfl  that  ought  to  be  relieved  -,  and  for  this  reafon 
'  500,000/.  part  of  the  finking  fund,  is  to  be  ap- 
'  plied  to  the  current  fervice  of  the  year,  in  order  to 

*  relieve  them  of  a  part  of  tliat  burden  they  have 

*  long  laboured  under.     Since  then  by  this  bill,  the 

*  landed  gentlemen  are  to  be  relieved,  and  the  fer- 
'  vice  of  the  year  provided  for  without  contradling 

*  any  new  debt,  or  laying  any  burden  upon  the 
'  people,  it  muft  be  allowed  to  be  a  public  bene- 
'fit. 

'  That  part  of  the  finking  fund,  which  in  eafeof 
'  the  landed  gentlem.en  is  by  this  bill  to  be  applied 

*  to  the  current  fervice  of  the  year,  is  not,  my  Lords^ 

*  to  be  call'd  a  half  of  the  finking  fund,  becaufe  it 

*  is  not  to  be  taken  out  of  the  produce  of  that  fund 

*  for  one  year ;  it  is  what  has  arifen  from  the  fur- 
'  plufTes  of  that  fund  for  feveral  years,  over  and 

*  above  the  million  which,  for  fome  time,  has  been 
'  yearly  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debts : 

*  And   fince   none  of  the  public  creditors  either 

*  wanted  or  defired  their  money,  I  muft  think  that 

*  thefe  furpluftes  could  not  have  been  applied  better 
'  than  to  the  relief  of  thofe  who  have  been  for  many 

*  years  the  moft  grievouily  tax'd.  This,  my  Lords, 
'  is  ^he  true  defign  of  the  bill  which  we  have  or- 

*  dered  to  be  committed.     It  is,  my  Lords,  a  good 

*  defign  ;  it  is  fuch  a  defign  as  can  give  no  man  an 

I  '  alarm  j 
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*  alarm ;    it  can  raife  no  jealoufies  or  fears ;   and 

*  therefore,  I  cannot  think  that  there  is  any  occafion 
'  for  your  Lordfhips  to  come  to  fuch  a  refolution  as 
«  the  noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed  to  move  for.' 

FarioF JVs     Earl  of  Hay.     '  I  am  really  fiirprifed,  my  Lords, 

^"  '       ^  to  hear  fuch  exprelTions  made  ufe  of  in  this  houfe, 

'  as  fome  Lords  have  taken  the  liberty  to  ufe.   Rob- 

'  bing,  flealing,  plundering,  defrauding,  mifapply- 

«  ing,  are  fuch  terms  as  are  not  ufual  in  any  polite 

*  converfation,  and  much  lefs  ought  they  to  be  made 
'  ufe  of  in  any  debate  in  this  houfe ;  but  when  I  re- 

*  fle(5l  upon  what  they  are  applied  to,  I  cannot  but 
'  think  they  are  ftill  more  irregular.  It  has  been 
'  faid,  that  the  finking  fund  has  been  plundered  and 
'  robbed ;  I  would  gladly  know,  my  Lords,  by 
'  v/hom  this  facred  fund  has  been  fo  ufed  ?  I  am 
'  fure  that,  to  the  beft  of  my  knowledge,  there  has 
*"  never  yet  been  one  fhilling  of  it  applied  to  any 
'  ufe  but  by  virtue  of  an  a(5l  of  Parliament  for  that 
'  purpofe ;  and  if  it  be  laid,  that  it  has  been  plun- 
'  dered  and  robbed  by  acl  of  Parliament,  who  are 
*-  to  be  called  the  plunderers  and  robbers  ?  Why  the 
'  King,  the  Lords,  and  the  Commons.  Can  this, 
'  my  Lords,  be  faid  to  be  decent }  Thefe  are  terms 
'  that  are  very  far  from  being  proper  upon  any  oc- 
'  cafion  in  this  houfe,  and  furely  they  are  moft  im- 

*  properly  applied  to  the  Parliament's  difpofmg  of 

*  that  fund,  which  by  its  firft  inftitution  was,  and 
'  ever  fince  has  continued  to  be  intirely  at  the  dif- 
'  pofal  of  Parliament.     The  finking  fund  is  to  be 

*  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debts, 
'  from  year  to  year,  by  authority  of  Parliament ;  but 
'  if  the  Parliament  fhall  think  proper  to  difpofe 

*  of  any  part  of  it,  or  even  the  whole  in  any  one 

*  year  to  fome  other  ufe,  they  certainly  may ;  the 
'  difpofing  of  it  in  fuch  a  manner  is  neither  plun- 
'  dering,  or  mifapplying. 

'  For 
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'  For  my  own  part,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  fay,  that 

'  I  do  not  know  what  the  noble  Lord  means  by  the 

'  refolution  he  propofes.     The  finking  fund  is  in 

«  its  own  nature  to  be  applied  yearly  to  the  payment 

'  of  the  public  debts,  unlefs  the  Parliament  ilmll,  in 

*  any  one  year,  think  the  applying  of  it  to  fome  other 
'  ufe  will  be  more  beneficial  to  the  nation:  And  I 

*  hope  your  Lordfhips  do  not  mean  by  fuch  a  refo- 

*  lution  to  tie  up  this  houfe,  in  all  future  feflions, 

*  not  to  apply  that  fund  to  the  ufe  which  fhall  then 
'  be  deemed  mod  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation  : 

*  Even  an  ad  of  Parliament  could  not  have  fuch  an 

*  effed  :    Are  your  Lordfhips  to  make  a  refolution 

*  which  is  to  be  held  more  facred,  and  more  unal- 
'  terable,  than  an  ad  of  Parliament  ?  Are  we  to  re- 

*  folve  not  to  truft  ourfelves  for  the  future  with  the 

*  management  or  the  difpofal  of  this  money  ?    In 

*  fhort,  my  Lords,  fuch  a  refolution  as  what  is  pro- 

*  pofed,  is,  in  my  opinion,  quite  unnecelTary,  and  if 
'  agreed  to,  it  could  be  of  no  manner  of  ufe. 

'  As  for  the  paying  off  the  public  debts,  and  re- 
^  lieving  the  nation  from  the  taxes  it  now  pays,  I 

*  am  as  much  for  it  as  any  Lord  in  this  houfe  •,  but, 
^  my  Lords,  if  it  were  pofTible  to  pay  off  all  our 

*  debts  in  one  year,  it  would  not  be  prudent  to  do 

*  fo  :  The  debts  are  to  be  paid  off  gradually  ;  there 

*  would  be  great  danger  in  paying  off  too  many  of 
^  them  at  once  :  By  fuch  a  glut  of  money  coming 

*  to  be  thrown  at  once  into  the  hands  of  private 
'  men,  the  intereil  of  money  in  this  nation  would  be 

«  run  down  lower  than  the  circumftances  of  Europe     ■ 

«  could  at  that  time  admit  off-,  the  certain  confe- 

^  quence  of  which  w^ould  be,  that  vail  fums  of  mo- 

*  ney  would  at  once  be  carried  out  of  the  nation,  in 
'  order  to  place  it  at  an  interefl  fomewhere  t\k  ; 
'  this  would  drain  us  of  all  our  ready  money,  which 
'  of  confequence  would  put  an  end  even  to  our  pa- 

*  per-credit,  and  thereby  the  interefl  of  money  would 

*  in  a  little  time  be  raifed  higher  than  would  be  con- 

*  fiftent 
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'  fiflent  either  with  the  trade  or  the  credit  of  the  na* 

*  rion. 

*  I  fhould  be  glad,  my  Lords,  to  fee  this  nation 
«  free  of  moft  of  the  taxes  now  charged  upon  it  -,  but 

*  I  cannot  beheve  that  thofe  taxes  are  fo  burdenfome 

*  upon  our  trade,  or  that  our  manufa6lures  are  in 

*  fuch  decay  as  fome  Lords  have  been  pleafed  to  re- 
'  prefent  -,  I  beheve  both  our  trade  and  our  manu- 
'  faclures  are,  at  prefent,  in  as  good  and  as  thriving 

*  a  condition  as  they  ever  were :  Our  people,  'tis 

*  true,  pay  taxes,  but  I  would  gladly  know  where 
'  there  is  a  people  that  pay  none  :  I  believe  there  is 
'  not  now  a  country  in  Europe  where  the  taxes  are 
'  lefs  burdenfome  to  the  people  than  they  are  in  this, 
'  nor  is  there  a  country  in  the  world,  where  an  in- 
'  duilrious  tradefman  may  live  more  happily ;  and 
'  therefore  we  need  not  be  much  afraid  that  any  in- 
'  duftrious  and  frugal  tradefman  will  leave  us.    The 

*  fad  I  take  to  be  otherwife  -,  I  believe  there  are 
'  many  more  foreign   tradefmen  come  yearly  to 

*  fettle  in  England,  than  there  are  of  our  natives 

*  who  go  to  fettle  in  any  foreign  part. 

'  If,  my  Lords,  it  be  laid  down  as  a  maxim,  that 

'  every  application  of  the  finking  fund,  to  any  other 

'  ufe  befides  that  of  paying  off  the  public  debt,  is  to 

'  be  look'd  on  as  a  mifapplication,  then  certainly 

'  the  applying  it  towards  the  redeeming  of  any  of 

*  our  taxes,  muft  be  deemed  to  be  a  mifapplication ; 
'  and  therefore  I  hope  that  thofe  Lords,  who  infifl 
«  fo  much  upon  its  being  a  fund  facred  to  the  pay- 

<  ment  of  our  debts  only,  will  be  againil  the  refo- 

*  lution  propofed.' 

icrd  Ca:-^       Lord  Carteret,     '  My  Lords,  if  we  inquire  a  lit- 
fpeech.       '  tie  into  the  riie  of  the  finking  fund,  we  may  eafily 

<  find,  that  the  public  creditors  have  not  only  fom.e 
«  fort  of  right,  but  a  moll  juil  claim  to  that  fund. 
'  We  all  know  that  the  fund,  which  is  now  called 

*  tjie  finking  fund,  arofe  from  the  diminution  of  the 

«  intereft 
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intcreft  payable  to  the  creditors  of  the  public : 
They  had  formerly,  at  leaft  moft  part  of  them 
had,  an  intereft  of  fix  per  cent,  or  above ;  and  while 
that  intereft:  continued,  the  whole  finking  fund  was 
adually  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  yearly 
intereft  due  to  them ;  but  then,  my  Lords,  there 
was  no  fund  eftabliftied  for  the  payment  of  their 
principal  money ;  this  made  all  thofe,  who  had  a 
concern  for  the  public,  uneafy ;  and  without  doubt 
there  were  many  of  the  public  creditors  who  were 
not  quite  eafy  under  fuch  circumftances ;  therefore 
they  have  all  confented,  by  degrees,  to  the  redu- 
cing of  their  intereft  to  4  per  cent.  Thus  have 
they  given  up  one  third  part  of  their  yearly  intereft, 
in  order  to  fecure  the  payment  of  their  principal 
money ;  and  for  this  reafon,  they  certainly  have  not 
only  an  intereft  in  the  finking  fund,  but  a  right  to 
claim  that  it  may  never  be  applied  to  any  thing  but 
the  gradual  payment  of  the  principal  money  due  to 
them. 

'  I  am  furprifed,  my  Lords,  to  hear  it  faid,  they 
have  a  right  only  to  their  yearly  intereft.  Have 
not  they  likewife  a  right  to  come  and  demand  their 
principal  money  whenever  they  pleafe  ?  'Tis  true, 
they  do  not  now  want  their  money^  there  are  none 
of  them  come  at  prefent  to  demand  their  money 
of  the  public  •,  but  from  whence  does  this  proceed  ? 
Does  it  not  proceed  from  their  being,  by  means  of 
this  very  fund,  fecure,  not  only  as  to  the  regular 
payment  of  their  yearly  intereft,  but  likewife  that 
their  principal  money  will  be  all  paid  at  laft  ?  From 
hence  it  is  that  all  public  fecurities  fell  at  leaft  at 
par,  and  therefore,  if  any  public  creditor  ftands  in 
need  of  his  money,  he  has  no  occafion  to  come 
and  demand  it  of  the  government,  becaufe  he  may 
every  day  fell  his  fecurity  in  Ex  change -alley  at  the 
full  value ;  but  if  the  finking  fund  ihould  be  taken 
away  from  them,  if  it  fhould  be  intirely  converted 
to  fome  other  purpofe^  they  would  be  rendered  lefs 

Vot.  XI,  P  ^  fecure 
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^  fecure  cf  the  regular  payment  of  their  intereft,  and 

'  they  mud  deipair  of  ever  having  their  principal ; 

'  they  could  not  then  fell  their  public  fecurities  for 

'  the  full  value,  or  perhaps  for  any  value,  and  con- 

'  fequently  they  would  not  only  have  a  right,  but 

'  they  would  certainly  come  and  demand  payment  of 

'  their  principal  money  from  the  public. 

'  But,  granting  that  the  public  creditors  neither 

*  do,  nor  ever  v/ili  demand  payment  of  their  prin- 
'  cipal  money,  is  that,  my  Lords,  any  reafon  for  the 
'  public  never  to  think  of  paying  them  ?  If  a  man 

*  has  a  mortgage  upon  my  efliate,  and  does  not  de- 
'  fire  it  to  be  paid  off,  becaufe  he  has  a  higher  in- 
,*  tereft,  more  regular  payments,  and  abetter  fecuri- 
^  ty  from  me  than  he  can  find  any  where  elfe,  fure- 
'  ly  that  can  be  no  reafon  for  my  delaying  to  pay 
'  him  off:  On  the  contrary,  it  is  one  of  the  beft 
'  reafons  can  be  given  for  my  paying  him  off  as 
'  foon  as  polllble. 

'  The  public  meafures  now  feem  to  be  much 

*  changed  from  what  they  were  a  few  years  ago ;  it 
'  was  then  thought  that  thofe  taxes  which  are  the 
'  moil  grievous  to  the  poor,  were  the  mofl  proper 
'  to  be  firft  redeemed.     This  meafure  feemed  then 

*  to  be  fo  much  the  favourite  of  the  government, 

*  that  his  Majefly  from  the  throne  recommended  to 

*  us  the  relieving  of  the  labourers  and  manufa6lurers 

*  from  thofe  taxes  which  lay  moft  heavy  upon  them  ; 
'  ar.d  in  purfuance  of  his  Majefty's  mofl  gracious 
'  fpeech,  tliQ  tax  which  wasjuftly  deemed  to  be  the 
"  moft  grievous  upon  them,  was  in  that  fefTion  of 

*  Parliament  taken  off.  But,  my  Lords,  this  falu- 
'  tary  meafure  was  all  of  a  fudden  quite  alter'd ;  what 

*  the  poor  labourers  and  manufadurers  had  done  to 

*  merit  our  indignation  I  do  not  know,  but  they 

*  were  intirely  forgot,  the  whole  cry  was  for  re- 

*  lieving  the  landed  interefl :  Nay,  fo  far  did  this  new 

*  meafure  prevail,  that  that  very  tax  which  had  been 
I  taken  off,  as  the  moft  grievous  on  the  poor,  was 

i  -  ~  *  agaia 
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*  again  laid  on  for  the  pretended  relief  of  the  landed 
'  gentlemen. 

'  I  fay,  my  Lords,  the  pretended  relief  of  the 

*  landed  gentlemen,  for  it  was  but  a  pretended  re- 
'  lief,  as  all  thofe  reliefs  will  for  ever  prove  to  be, 
'  which  are  given  by  fubftituting  a  tax  upon  the  ne- 

*  ceflaries  or  the  conveniences  of  life,  to  the  whole, 
'  or  to  any  part  of  the  land-tax.     It  is  certain,  that 

*  the  landed  intereft  luffer  much  more  by  the  many 
'  taxes  we  now  pay,  than  they  ever  can  do  by  a 

*  land-tax,  were  it  to  be  double  the  higheft  that  was 
'  ever  heard  of  in  this  nation.  There  is  not  a  guinea 
'  that  a  landed  gentleman  pays  out  of  his  pocket 
'  for  the  necelTaries  or  conveniences  of  life,  but  what 
'  there  are  at  leaft  eight  fhillings  of  it  go  towards 
'  the  payment  of  thofe  taxes  to  v/hich  thefe  things 
'  are  fubjeded ;  and  this  every  landed  gentleman  in 

*  England  muft  pay  to  thofe  with  whom  he  deals, 

*  befides  the  land-tax  which  he  pays  diredly  to  the 
'  public.  If  then  a  landed  gentleman,  who  fpends 
'  the  incom^e  of  his  efrate  yearly,  were  free  of  all 

*  thofe  other  taxes,  if  he  could  have  as  many  of  the 
^  neceflaries    and  conveniences  of  life  for  thirteen 

*  {hillings,  as  he  now  has  for  a  guinea,  could  he  not 

*  then  eafily  pay  even  four  fhillings  in  the  pound 
'  land-tax,  in  cafe  the  fame  fhould  be  found  necef- 

*  fary  for  the  fafety  of  his  countiy  ? 

'  To  pretend,  my  Lords,  that  applying  a  part  of 
'  the  fmking  fund  to  tht  current  fervice  of  the  year, 
^  is  a  providing  for  that  fervice  without  contracting 

*  any  new  debt,   or  laying  any  new   tax  upon  the 

*  people,  is  a  mere  impofition  upon  the  public.  What 

*  is  necelTary  for  the  current  fervice  ought  always  to 

*  be  raifed  withm  the  year ;  the  contrary  method 

*  tends  to  the  ruin  both  of  the  trade  and  the  credit 
'  of  the  nation  :  It  is  a  temporary  expedient  which 

*  muft  always  be  attended  with  fatal  confequences, 

*  and  looks  as  if  an  adminiftration  were  fufpicious  of 
I  their  intereft  in  Parliament,  or  were  afraid  of  afking 

"     ~  p  z  <  from 
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*  from  the  people,  what  by  their  meafures  they  had 
'  'made  neccflary  for  the  current  fervice  of  the  year. 
'  Tho'  the  landed  gentlemen  be  eafed  a  little,  tho* 
'  no  new  tax  be  laid  on,  yet  it  cannot  be  faid  that 

*  the  current  fervice  of  the  year  is  provided  for  with- 

*  out  running  the  nation  in  debt.  The  applying 
«-  tov/ards  the  fervice  of  the  year,  that  money  which 
'  ought  to  have  been  applied  towards  the  payment 
'  of  an  old  debt,  is  the  fame  thing  with  contracting 

*  a  new  debt. 

'  But,  my  Lords,  this  is  not  the  only  mifchief, 
*■  we  are  not  only  putting  off  the  payment  of  old 
'  debts,  but  \¥e  are  every  year  running  into  new. 

*  Why  might  not  thefe  furpluffes,  as  they  are  call'd, 
'  have  been  applied  towards  the  payment  of  a  part 
'  of  the  navy  debt  lately  contradled  ?  Do  not  theac- 
'  counts  upon  our  table  fhew  us  what  a  large  fum  is 
*•  lately  become  due  to  the  navy  ?  There  is  now 
«  above  a  million  due  upon  that  fingle  article,  which 
'  mufl:  fome  day  be  provided  for  by  Parliament. 
<•  Some  temporary  expedients  may  be  found  out  for 
'  putting  off  that  provifion  for  a  little  time  ^  but  fuch 
'  expedients  are  always  ruinous ;  the  longer  fuch  a 

*  neceffary  provifion  is  put  off,  the  greater  handle 

*  is  given  to  ufurers  and  extortioners  to  make  unjuil 

*  advantages  of  the  poor  officers  and  failors  belong- 

*  ing  to  the  navy,  and  the  more  heavy  it  will  fall 
'  upon  the  nation  at  lail  •,  either  the  finking  fund  mAift 

f  be  at  lafl  applied  to  the  paying  it  off,  or  the  people 
'  mufl:  be  charg'd  with  fome  new  tax  for  that  purpofe : 

*  I  do  not  know  but  that  there  may  be  defignsof  ma- 
'  king  that  debt  a  pretence  for  continuing  one  of 
'  the  moll  pernicious  taxes  that  was  ever  laid  on  the 

*  poor  of  this  nation. 

'  To  pretend  that  there  is  a  danger  in  paying  off 

*  too  much  of  the  public  debt  at  once,  really  feems 
<  to  me  to  be  fome  thing  very  extraordinary.  Our 
^  finking  fund  is  not  fo  great,  nor  can  it  ever  be  fo 

*  great  as  to  give  the  leaft  foundation  for  fuch  fears  j 

<;  *  if 
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if  it  were  moil  exa6lly  and  moft  religionfly  applied 
to  that  purpofe  for  which  it  was  originally  dcfign- 
ed,  there  would  be  no  danger  of  people's  carry- 
ing their  money  out  of  this  nation.  There  are,  my 
Lords,  but  few  countries  in  the  world,  where  there 
is  any  great  credit  either  public  or  private  ;  and  in 
all  thofe  where  either  the  one  or  the  other  abounds, 
the  intereft  of  money  is  rather  lower  than  it  is  in 
this  country  ;  fo  that  if  the  intereft  of  money  in 
this  nation  were  run  down  a  good  deal  lower  than 
it  is,  we  fhould  be  put  upon  a  par  with  fome  of 
our  neighbours  ;  and  when  people  faw  that  in  this 
country  the  public  faith  was  in  every  circumftance 
exadlly  obferved,  they  would  be  fo  fond  of  conti- 
nuing their  money  in  this  country,  that  they  would 
accept  of  a  lower  intereft  here  than  they  could  have 
in  other  countries,  more  efpecially  in  thofe  coun- 
tries where  the  fecurity  has  always  been  veiy  much 
fufpeded. 

'  The  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft  feems  to  mif- 
take  the  refolution  propofed.  The  applying  of  the 
fmking  fund  towards  redeeming  taxes  is  the  fame, 
my  Lords,  with  applying  it  towards  reducing  the 
public  debts  -,  for  as  our  moft  grievous  taxes  are 
pledged  to  the  creditors  of  the  public,  thofe  debts 
for  which  they  are  pledged  muft  be  paid  off  before 
the  taxes  can  be  redeemed  *,  fo  that  the  refolution 
moved  for  is  fomething  more  ftrong  than  if  it  had 
been  in  the  general  words,  that  the  finking  fund 
ought  always  to  be  applied  towards  the  reducing  of 
the  public  debts  ;  for  thefe  general  words  plainly 
appear  to  be  included  in  the  refolution.  and  far- 
ther, that  it  ought  firft  to  be  applied  tov/ards  the 
paying  off  of  thofe  debts  for  which  the  taxes,  moft 
prejudicial  to  our  trade  and  manufadlures,  are  mort- 
gaged ;  for  till  thofe  debts  are  paid  off'  we  cannot 
abolifh  thofe  taxes  ;  but  the  debts  being  once  paid 
off,  and  thofe  tax€S  thereby  redeemed,  it  will  then,^ 
and  not  till  then^  be  in  the  power  of  Parliament  tcv 

P  3  ^  con.fid*:^;^'' 
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^  confider  whether  or  no  the  tax  ought  to  be  abo- 
'  lifh'd.  The  rcfolution  therefore  as  mov'd  for,  is  a 

*  moft  proper  refolution,  and  cannot  be  put  in  bet- 
^  ter  or  ilronger  terms  than  the  Lord  who  made  the 
'  motion  has  put   it.     Such  a  refohition,  is,  my 

*  Lords,  become  abfokitely  neceffary  -,  it  is  fnewing 

*  to  the  other  houfe  what  is  the  opinion  of  this  ^  it 

*  is  Ihewing  to  the  whole  nation  that  the  finking 

*  fund  is  for  the  future  to  be  deemed  facred  ;  it  is 

*  not  a  tying  up  of  this  houfe  to  any  thing  but  what 
'  we  ought  to  be  tied  up  to.  Tho'  a  private  man 
'  be  abfolute  mafler  of  his  own  affairs,  yet  every  pru- 
'  dent  man  lays  down  to  himfelf  fome  general  rules, 
'  from  which  he  never  departs  without  fome  very 

*  urgent  neceffity.     In  this  houfe  we  do  the  fame : 

*  How  many  Handing  orders  have  we  made  ?  I 
'  hope  it  will  not  be  faid  that  all  our  ftanding  orders 
'  are  ufelefs,  becaufe  we  may  depart  from  them,  or 
^  alter  them  when  we  have  a  mind.     If  this  refolu- 

*  tion  be  agreed  to,  it  is  certainly  to  be  underftood  in 
'  the  fame  fenfe  as  all  our  fcanding  orders  are  -,  it  is 

*  never  to  be  departed  from  but  in  cafes  of  the  ut- 
^  mofl  neceffity. 

ixXo^Scay^     Earl  of  Scarborough.     *  My  Lords,   I  am  very 

S^ '     ■  well  convinced  that  the  finking  fund  ought  never 

^  to  be  applied  to  any  thing  but  that  for  which  it 

*  was  originally  intended ;  and  I  hope  that  your 
^  Lordlhips  are  not  only  now,  but  always  will  be  of 

*  the  fame  opinion ;  I  hope,  that  that  facred  fund 
'  will  never  for  the  future  be  applied  to  any  ufe,  but 
'  that  of  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  public  debts, 
^  except  in  cafes  of  the  utmoft  extremity.    This,  my 

*  Lords,  is  my  way  of  thinking,  but  yet  I  cannot 
^  agree  to  our  coming  to  fuch  a  refolution  as  the 
^  noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed  to  propofe.  Surely 
'  we  do  not  mean,  we  cannot  pretend  to  tie  up  the 
^  hands  of  the  legislature  fo,  as  that  they  muft  never 
5  touch  that  fundj  even  in  the  times  of  greateft  dan=. 

'  -  !  ger 
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*  ger  and  necelTity.     If  there  flioukl  arife  a  vv^icked 

*  and  unnatural  rebellion  in  the  country  ;  if  the  na- 

*  tion  fliould  happen  to  be  invaded,  and  30  or  40,000 
'  foreign  troops  landed  in  our  dominions,  are  we  to 
'  tie  our  fdvcs  up,  fo  that  the  fmking  fund  is  not 
'  even  in  fuch  a  cafe  to  be  touch'd  ?  There  is  no  man 

*  can  forefee  all  that  may  happen.  There  are  many 
^  other  cafes  may  happen,  in  which  it  might  be  more 
'  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation  to  apply  a  part  of  that 

*  fund  to  fome  other  ufe,  than  to  apply  the  whole 

<  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debts. 

'  We  do  not  know,  my  Lords,  what  inconvenien-- 

*  ces,  what  ill  confequences  may  be  occafioned  by 

*  our  having  fuch  a  refolution  enter'd  upon  the  jour-^ 
^  nals  of  our  houfe :  There  is  one  terrible  confcquence 
^  which  now  occurs  to  me,  and  which,  in  my  opi- 

<  nion,  may  very  probably  arife  from  our  coming  ta 
'  fuch  a  refolution.  It  may  very  naturally  be  the 
^  caufe  of  a  difference  between  the  two  houfes  of  Par-. 

*  liament,  which  would  be  of  the  mod  dangerous 
^  confequence  to  our  conftitution  :  The  other  houfe 
'  may,  perhaps,  look  upon  it  as  direding  of  them 

*  in  what  they  are  to  do  with  refpe(5t  to  the  appli- 

*  cation  of  that  fund :  Or,  if  the  other  houfe  fhould 

*  not  t^,ke  it  amifs,  yet  if  they  fliould  upon  any  fu-^ 
«  ture  emergency,  which  they  thought  prefTmg,  ap- 
'  ply  a  part  of  that  fund  otherwife  than  to  the  pay- 
^  ment  of  the  national  debt.^  your  Lordfhips  might 
'  perhaps  think  your  felves  in  honour  bound  up  by 
'  fuch  a  refolutionj  fo  as  not  to  agree  with  them^ 

*  in  fuch  application  :  This  would  naturally  raife 
'  a  contefl  between  the  two  houfes,  which  would 
'  put  a  full  flop  to  all  the  public  bufmefs  of  the 
'  nation  ,  and  who  can  tell  what  might  be  the  con- 

*  fequence  of  fuch  a  contefl^  or  how  long  it  raight 

*  laft.^ 

^  This,  my  Lords,  is  one  inconvenience  w^hiclx 
'^  iipiTiedia.tely  occurred  to  me,,  and  other  Lords.: 

?    4  .^   ^W3H 
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^  may,  I  believe,  forefee  a  great  many  more.  As 
'  that  fund  is  in  its  own  nature  facred  to  difcharging 
'  the  debts  of  the  nation,  I  hope  that,  without  com- 
'  ing  to  fuch  a  refohition,  your  Lordfhips  will  ne- 

*  ver  agree  to  the  applying  of  it  in  any  other  way, 

*  except  in  cafes  of  the  greatefl  neceffity.  Such  a 
'  refoiution  I  muft  therefore  think  quite  unneceflary, 
'  and  as  I  think  it  may  be  attended  with  dangerous 
'  confequences,  I  cannot  agree  to  it. 

l^J^^'f"'        Lord  Bathnrfi.      *  My  Lords,  the   noble  Lord 

ireech.       '  who  fpoke  lafl:  has  made  me  think  of  an  amend- 

'  ment  to  the  refoiution  I  propofed  j  and  as  I  am 

'  always  fond  of  having  that  noble  Lord's  approba- 

^  tion,  I  fhall  therefore  propofe,  that  the  refoiution 

*  may  be  to  this  effecl,  Thar  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
'  houfe,  that  the  finking  fund  ought  for  the  future 

*  to  be  applied,  in  time  of  peace  and  public  tran- 

*  quillity,  to  the  redeeming  of  thofe  taxes  which  are 

*  moft  prejudicial  to  the  trade,  moft  burdenfome  on 

*  the  manufadlures,    and  moft  opprefTive  upon  the 

*  poor  of  this  nation. 

Lora  SciY'  Lord  Scarborough.     *  Befides  the  cafe  of  an  inva- 

fpJecr       *  fion  or  rebellion,  there  are  many  other  cafes  which 

*  may  happen ;  and  I  believe  I  gave  feveral  other 

*  reafons  for  my  being  againft  coming  to  the  refolu- 

*  tion  propofed ;    therefore,  tho'  I  am  very  much 

*  obliged  to  the  noble  Lord  for  the  honour  he  does 

*  me,  yet  I  cannot  agree  to  the  refoiution  even  as 

*  now  amended. 

The  Marquis  of  Tweedaky  the  Earl  of  Winchel- 
fea^  and  the  Earl  of  Strafford  fpoke  alfo  in  favour  of 
this  refoiution  :  However,  at  laft,  upon  putting  the 
quefbion,.  it  was  carried  in  the  negative  without  any 
divifion  \  upon  which  there  was  the  following  pro-' 
teft,  ' 

Pie 
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DieMercurii,    30  Mali  1733. 

Moved  to  refolve^ 

THAT  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  houfe,  that  the  Lords  re- 
produce of  the  finking  fund  fhould  be  apphed,  ^^^^* 
for  the  future,  towards  redeeming  fucli  taxes  are  are 
mofl  grievous  to  the  fubjed:,  opprefTive  to  the  manu- 
fadurer,  and  detrimental  to  trade. 

Which  being  objeded  to,  and  debate  had  con- 
cerning the  fame, 

The  queftion  was  put  upon  the  faid  motion. 

And  it  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 

Dijfentient. 
I.  tS  Ecaufe  we  conceive  that  it  v/ould  have  been 

Jj  extremely  for  the  honour  of  the  houfe,  and 
for  the  fervice  of  the  public,  to  have  entered  this 
refolution  in  our  books,  at  a  time  v/hen  we  have  fo 
far  confented,  incompliance  with  the  houfe  of  Com- 
mons, to  a  bill  by  which  near  half  a  million  collec- 
ted for  the  finking  fund,  in  feveral  years,  is  appro- 
priated to  the  fervice  of  the  prefent  year. 

2.  Becaufe  the  finking  fund,  being  compofed  of 
the  furpluffes  of  funds  originally  granted  as  fecuri- 
ties  to  the  creditors  of  the  public  ;  and  thefe  furplu- 
fages  arifing  chiefly  from  a  redudlion  to  4  per  cent, 
of  the  intereft  granted  them,  for  the  moil  part  at  the 
rate  of  Sper  cent,  we  cannot  but  think,  that  this 
faving  ought  to  be  applied  according  to  the  mofl  in- 
violable rules  of  equity,  and  according  to  the  known 
defign,  and  the  repeated  and  folemn  engagements  of 
Parliament,  to  a  gradual  difcharge  of  the  principal 
4"e  to  thofe  creditors  of  the  public,  who  have  parted 

with 
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with  a  third  of  their  revenue  in  this  view,  and  upon 
this  confidence. 

3.  Becaufe  we  apprehend,  that  the  method  of  ap^ 
plying  large  proportions  of  the  finking  fund  to  the 
iervlce  of  the  current  year,  muft  in  effect  perpetuate 
the  debts  and  taxes  which  he  on  the  nation,  and  is 
therefore  injurious  to  the  pubhc.  Had  this  whole 
fund  been  ftri6tly  appHed  fi-om  the  beginning,  to  its 
proper  ufe,  we  think  it  may  be  dcmonftrated,  not 
only  that  much  more  of  the  national  debt  might  have 
been  difcharged,  but  that  thofe  taxes,  which  are  molt 
opprefTive  to  the  poor,  and  mofl  prej  udicial  to  trade, 
might  have  been  already  taken  off,  fince  upwards  of 
480,000/.  per  am,  belonging,  as  we  conceive,  to 
this  fund,  has  been  applied  to  other  ufes. 

4.  Becaufe  we  apprehend  that  it  cannot  be  for  the 
good  of  the  nation,  nor  confequently  for  the  honour 
of  Parliament,  to  feparate  thofe  interefts  in  the  par- 
ticular appropriations  of  the  finking  fund,  which  are 
fo  wifely  and  fo  juftly  united  in  the  original  and  ge- 
neral defign  of  it,  the  interefl  of  the  nation,  and  the 
interefl:  of  the  proprietors  of  the  nation's  debts ;  the 
former  was  intended  to  be  eafed,  and  for  that  pur- 
pofe  the  latter  were  to  be  cleared  as  foon  as  pofTible. 
If  it  be  faid  therefore,  that  the  creditors  of  the  pub- 
lic do  not  defire  to  be  clear'd  any  fafter  than  they  are 
in  the  prefent  method,  nor  obie6L  to  the  application 
of  part  of  the  finking  fund  to  other  ufes,  we  appre^ 
hend  that  no  argument,  which  ought  to  avail  in  the 
houfe  of  Parliament,  can  refult  from  fuch  an  affer-. 
tion,  becaufe  we  conceive,  that  in  every  inftance  of 
this  kind,  in  every  application  of  the  finking  fund, 
or  of  any  of  it,  we  are  to  look  on  ourfeives,  as  obli-. 
ged,  not  only  to  be  juft  to  the  creditors  of  the  pub-. 
lie,  but  to  be  careful  of  the  eafe  of  the  people,  ta 
keep  the  particular  and  general  interefts  united  as 
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they  originally  were,  not  to  fever  them.  If  in  fa6t 
the  creditors  of  the  public  do  not  objed  to  the  ap- 
plication of  fuch  large  proportions  of  the  finking 
fund  to  other  ufes  than  to  the  payment  of  the  debts, 
it  may  be  faid,  that  no  injullice  is  done  them  by  any 
fuch  application,  according  to  the  known  maxim. 
Volenti  non  fit  injuria  %  nay,  it  may  be  deemed  for 
their  private  intereft,  to  have  fuch  beneficial  mort- 
gages continued  to  them,  as  long  as  pofTible  ;  and 
they  may  defire  therefore  not  to  be  clear'd  any  failer 
than  they  are  likely  to  be  in  the  prefent  method  % 
but  we  apprehend  that  it  cannot  be  for  the  intereft: 
of  the  nation,  to  have  thefe  mortgages  continued  any 
longer  than  is  abfoluteiy  neceffary  to  difcharge  the 
debts  fecured  by  them,  and  that  we,  by  confequence, 
who  are  truftees  for  the  people,  ought  to  defire  and 
endeavour  that  the  debts  may  be  difcharged,  and 
the  load  of  mortgages  may  be  removed  as  foon  as 
pofTible.  In  this  m^anner,  public  faith  would  be 
flridlly  kept,  juftice  would  be  done,  no  injuftice 
could  be  done  to  the  creditors  of  the  public :  In  the 
other  method,  and  by  diverting  fuch  large  portions 
of  the  fmking  fund,  if  it  ihould  be  granted,  tliat  no 
prefent  injuftice  was  done  to  the  proprietors  of  thefe 
public  debts,  yet  mufl  it  be  allowed,  as  we  appre- 
hend, that  great  injury  is  done  to  tat  nation,  unlefs 
it  can  be  prov'd,  that  the  unnecefTary  continuation 
of  debts  and  taxes  is  a  national  benefit. 

5.  Becaufe  we  conceive,  that  if  the  whole  produce 
of  the  finking  fund  were  not  to  be  applied  to  the  dif- 
charge of  the  public  debts,  it  would  be  much  more 
for  the  eafe  of  trade,  and  advantage  of  the  nation, 
that  fom.e  of  thofe  grievous  taxes  out  of  which  it 
arifes,  fhould  ceafe,  than  that  they  flT,ould  be  conti- 
nu'd  to  fupply  the  current  fervice  at  4.per  cent,  which 
might  certainly  be  fupply M  by  other  Vv^ays  at  a  cheaper 
rate  3  thefe  taxes  are  not  only  grievous  in  themfelves, 

but 
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but  almoil  intolerable,  by  the  manner  of  colleding 
them  under  the  laws  of  excife ;  laws  fo  opprelTive 
to  the  fubje6t,  and  \o  dangerous  to  liberty,  that  every 
man  who  wifhes  well  to  his  country,  muil,  in  our 
opinion,  defire  to  fee  them  put  a  fpeedy  end  to.  Mofl 
of  thefe  taxes  were  laid  during  the  necelTity  of  two 
long  and  expenfive  wars,  and  were  granted  only  for 
terms  of  years,  that  fo  the  principal  and  intereil  of 
the  loans  made  on  them  might  be  paid  off,  in  a  cer- 
tain limited  time.  Thus  the  nation  confented  to  pay 
in  fome  manner  a  double  tax,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
long  and  uncertain  continuance  of  fuch  grievous  and 
dangerous  impofitions  -,  and  according  to  the  firft 
defign,  many  of  them  would  have  been  very  near 
the  expiration  of  their  term  at  this  hour.  The  wif- 
dom  of  Parliament,  indeed,  thought  fit  afterwards  to 
tlirow  thefe  taxes,  and  the  method  of  difcharging  the 
public  debts,  into  another  form,  which  now  fubfifls, 
but  we  cannot  conceive  that  this  was  done  with  a 
view  of  continuing  our  taxes  and  our  debts  the 
longer :  On  the  contrary,  we  are  fare  it  was  done 
in  the  view  of  difcharging  both  the  fooner,  and  it  is 
this  very  view  which  we  apprehend  muft  be  fatally 
difappointed,  if  the  prefent  method  of  diverting  any 
part  of  the  finking  fund  from  the  payment  of  the 
public  debts,  be  fuffered  to  continue, 

6.  Becaufe  we  apprehend  that  this  method  may 
create  the  utmoft  uneafinefs  in  the  minds  of  his 
Majelliy's  fabjedls,  and  may  tend,  if  not  timely  pre- 
vented by  the  wifdom  and  authority  of  this  houfe,  to 
diminifh  their  afte6lion  for  his  perfon  and  govern-^ 
ment.  Hitherto,  w^hile  they  have  laboured  under 
the  weight  of  taxes,  and  groaned  under  the  oppref- 
fion  of  excife  laws,  the  hope  of  feeing  fpeedily  an 
end  of  both,  has  been  their  fole  confolation  ^  but  no- 
thing can  maintain  this  hope,  except  a  due  applica- 
tion of  the  intire  finking  fund  to  the  difcharge  of 
ihofe  debtSj  for  the  difcharge  of  which  thefe  taxes 

were 
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were  intended  and  given.  If  fome  part  of  this  fund 
therefore  continue  to  be  mortgaged  off^  and  other 
parts  to  be  apphed  to  the  current  fervice,  even  in  the 
midfl  of  profound  peace,  this  hope  muil  fink,  and 
defpair  arife  in  its  ftead.  We  infifl  with  greater  con- 
cern and  earneftnefs  on  this  point,  from  our  obferva-  I 
tion  of  what  has  lately  paffed,  on  the  occafion  of  at-  ' 
tempts  made  to  extendthe  cruel  and  arbitrary  methods 
praAifed  under  the  laws  of  excife,  and  naturally  and 
neceflarily  as  we  apprehend  flowing  from  them.  If 
any  new  law  of  this  kind  had  paflTed  elfewhere,  we 
perfuade  ourfelves,  it  could  not  have  prevailed  in  this 
houfe  :  But  we  think  it  the  more  incumbent  upon  us, 
after  fuch  an  attempt  and  fuch  national  refentment 
exprefled  againfl  it  (both  which  are  of  pubhc  noto- 
riety) to  promote,  as  efFedually  as  we  are  able,  the 
quiet  and  happinefsofhisMajefty's  reign,  by  cutting 
off  any  hopes  or  fears  which  may  be  ilill  entertained^ 
that  fuch  a  projed:  will,  fome  time  or  other,  fucceed  % 
and  to  this  good  and  laudable  end,  we  conceive,  that 
nothing  would  have  contributed  more,  than  fuch  a 
folemn  declaration  of  the  fenfe  of  this  houfe,  as  is 
contained  in  the  queftion. 


Bedford^ 

Shaftshury, 

Litchfield, 

Craven^ 

Bridgewatery 

Sunderland^ 

Gainsborough^ 

Ker, 

Coventryy 

Winchelfea  and 

Bruce^ 

Strafford, 

{Nottingham^ 

Carteret^ 

Bathiirjh, 

Gower^ 

Majhamy 

Tbanet. 

^weedale^ 

On  Friday  the  firft  day  of  June,  the  houfe  of  j^^;J-^;^;* 
Lords  went  upon  the  examination  of  the  diredors  ofexamilied. 
the  South-Sea  company,  ^c.  The  prefent  diredors 
of  that  company  were  firil  called  in  and  examined  ; 
after  them  the  late  infpedors  of  the  company's  ac- 
counts, and  lallly,  the  former  fet  of  diredors  were 
examined.  After  which  the  Lord  Bathurfi  moved 
*  for 
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for  this  refolution,  viz.  '  That  it  appeared  to  that 

*  houfe,  that  on  the  5th  day  o^  December  1729,  the 
'  general  court  of  the  South-Sea  company  then  held, 
'  refolved.  That  the  then  prefent  direftors  fhould  be 

*  the  truftees  for  the  company,  with  relation  to  the 

*  produce  of  the  forfeited  eflates  of  the  diredors  and 

*  others  in  the  year  1720,  veiled  in  the  company 
'  by  an  a6l  of  the  7th  of  King  George  I.  and  that 
'  the  then  truftees  Ihould  furrender,  and  deliver 
^  over  to  the  faid  direftors,  the  faid  produce,  and 
'  all  the  books  of  account,  papers,  and  writings  re- 
'  lating  thereto  -,  in  purfuance  of  the  a6t  palTed  in 
'  the  then  laft  felTion  of  Parliament :  And  that  that 
:  was  the  only  order  or  dire6lion  of  any  general  court 
^  of  the  faid  company,  relating  to  the  difpofal  of  the 
'  produce  of  the  faid  ellates. 

Upon  this  the  Earl  of  Bay  flood  up  and  faid, 
'  That  he  would  not  oppofe  the  motion  in  general, 
'  but  he  thought  they  could  not  pofitively  affirm, 
'  that  that  was  the  only  order  or  dire6lion  of  any 
'  general  court  relating  to  the  difpofal  of  that  money, 
'  and  therefore  he  would  propofe  an  amendment  to 
*•  the  latter  part  of  the  Lord's  motion,  which  was, 
*•  that  it  fhould  run  thus.  And  that  it  did  not  appear 
'  to  them  that  there  was  any  other  order  or  direction 
'  of  any  general  court  of  the  faid  company,  relating 

*  to  the  difpofal  of  the  faid  eftates.  Which  amend- 
'  ment  was  approved  of  by  the  Lord  Bathurft^  and 
'  then  his  motion,  thus  amended,  was  agreed  to  by 
'  the  houfe  without  any  oppofition. 

Then  the  Earl  of  Winchelfea  mov'd  for  the  houfe 
to  refolve,  *  That  the  difpofmg  of  the  forfeited 
^  eflates  of  thofe  who  were  the  diredlors  of  the  South-^ 
^  Sea  company  in  the  year  1720,  without  any  order 
'  or  diredion  of  a  general  court  for  that  purpofe, 

*  was  contrary  to  law.  This  motion  he  faid  he  hop'd 
'  was  fuch  as  he  had  no  occafion  to  fay  much  in 

^  fupport 
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'  fupport  of,  becaufe  the  words  of  the  ad  of  Parlia- 
'  ment  were  fo  plain  and  exprefs,  that  it  was  a  cer- 

*  tain  confequence  of  the  refokition  they  had  juft 

*  then  come  to. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  offering  to  put  the  queftion 
upon  this  motion,  the  Duke  of  Bevonjhire  flood  up 
and  fpoke  to  this  effedl : 

'  I  cannot,  my  Lords,  aeree  to  this  motion,  be-D'-'^^."^^«- 
«  caufe  I  thmk  it  is  anticipating  the  judgment  ot  this  fpeech. 

*  houfe,  in  an  affair  which  may  perhaps  come  before 
«  us  as  a  court  of  judicature.  'Tis  true,  my  Lords, 
'  that  there  does  not  appear  to  us  to  have  been  any 

*  other  order  or  dire6lion  of  any  general  court  of 
'  that  company,  for  the  difpofai  of  thofe  forfeited 

*  eflates,  except  that  which  is  mention'd  in  our  former 
'  refolution  ;  but  flill  there  may  be  other  orders ; 
'  and  granting  that  there  never  was  any  other  order, 
^  yet  we  ought  not,  I  think,  to  pafs  judgment,  even 

*  upon  that  order,  without  having  all  proper  par- 

*  ties  before  us,    and   the  cafe  fully  debated  and 

*  confidered.  As  the  refolution  propofed  is  a  fort 
'  of  decree  or  determination,  as  to  a  point  in  which 
'  private  men  are  certainly  concerned,  we  ought 
'  not  to  pafs  it  till  the  parties  concerned  are  pro- 
'  perly  before  us,  and  are  fully  heard  as  to  what 
'  they  may  have  to  fay  againft  it,  for  which  rea- 
'  fon  I  cannot,  my  Lords,  agree  to  the  refolution 

*  propofed. 

The  Bifhop  of  Bangor  and  another  Buliop  fpoke 
againfl  this  refolution  ;  and  the  bifhop  of  Bangor  par- 
ticularly took  notice,  that  he  could  not  agree  to  the 
refolution,  becaufe  he  thought  it  would  be  in  fome 
manner  a  giving  of  diredions  to  ti^e  courts  belov/, 
how  they  were  to  determine,  in  cafe  that  affair  fhould 
in  any  fhape  come  before  them.    Then  the 

Lord 
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let\f%[h.  Lord  Carteret  fpoke  in  fubftance  thus.  «  My 
'  Lords,  the  words  of  the  a6l  of  Parliament  are  fo 
'  plain  and  exprefs,  and  the  refokition  mov'd  for  by 
'  the  noble  Lord  by  me,  is  fo  exactly  agreeable  to 
'  thofe  words,  that  I  am  really  furprifed  to  hear 

*  any  Lord  fignify  the  leaft  fcruple  as  to  agreeing 
'  with  the  motion.  The  words  of  the  law  are.  That 
'  the  produce  of  thofe  forfeited  eilates  fhall  be  dif- 
'  pofed  of  by  the  orders  and  dire6lions  of  the  gene- 
'  ral  courts  of  that  company,  and  not  otherwife :  The 
'  words  of  the  refolution  are.  That  the  having  dif- 
'  pofed  of  that  produce  otherwife,  is  contrary  to  law. 

*  Can  any  thing  be  more  evident .?  There  may  be 
'  orders  of  the  general  courts  of  that  company,  rela- 

*  ting  to  the  difpofal  of  this  money,  which  your 

*  Lordfhips  have  not  feen  5  but  can  the  poflibility 
'  of  there  being  any  iuch  be  an  argument  againfi: 
'  agreeing  to  this  Refolution  ?  We  do  not  by  the  re- 
'  folution  propofed  affirm,  that  there  never  were  any 
'  orders  of  a  general  court  for  directing  the  difpofal 
'  of  that  money :  We  affirm  no  fa6l :  We  only  de- 
'  clare  our  opinion  in  a  point  of  law,  which  to  me  is 
'  as  clear  and  as  evident  as  any  demonllration  I  ever 
^  met  with. 

^  Suppofe,  my  Lords,  that  this  affair  does  come 

*  before  fome  of  the  inferior  courts,  and  that  it  does 

*  then  appear  that  there  were  other  orders  of  the 
'  general  courts  of  that  company,  for  direding  the 

*  difpofal  of  this  money,  befides  that  which  has  been 

*  laid  before  your  I^ordfhips;  the  refolution  now 
'  mov'd  for  could  not  in  fuch  a  cafe  be  any  diredlion 
'  to  the  inferior  courts ;  they  v/ould  certainly  be  at 
'  as  full  liberty  as  if  no  fuch  refolution  had  ever  been 
'  made  :  And  if  it  fhould  appear  before  any  of  the 
'  courts  below,  that  no  other  order  was  ever  made 
'  by  any  general  court  of  that  company,  for  diredl- 
'  ing  the  difpofal  of  this  money,  could  any  court 
'  determine  otherwife  than  according  to  the  act  of 

*  Parliament  ?    My  Lords,  the  cafe  is  fo  plain,  the 

'  words 
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*  words  of  the  law  are  fo  very  exprefs,  that  I  cannot 

*  think  there  is  any  occafion  for  hearing  the  point 

*  debated,  there  is  no  room  for  confideration,  and 

*  therefore  I  ihall  be  for  agreeing  to  the  refolution. 

"^  Earl  of  Hay,  '  My  Lords,  tho'  there  were  really  |fJ^;;J'^^'^'* 
«  no  other  order,  or  diredion  of  any  general  court 

*  of  the  South-Sea  company,  relating  to  the  difpofal 

*  of  the  money  in  queftion,  befides  that  which  has 
<  been  laid  before  your  Lordfhips,    I  do  not  know 

«  but  that  it  may  be  pretended,  that  even  the  order  , 

*  which   your  Lordfhips  have  feen,  was  a  fufficient 

*  authority  for  the  difpofal  of  that  money :  It  was 
'  certainly  a  fufficient  authority  for  the  truftees  to 

*  deliver  the  produce  of  thofe  eftates  to  the  diredors 

*  of  that  company,  and  when  in  purfuance  of  that 
'  order  it  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the  direc- 
'  tors,  I  do  not  know  but  that  it  may  be  faid,  that 
«  the  terms  of  the  adt  of  Parliament  were  then  com- 
^  plied  with,  and  that  the  diredors  might  thereafter 
«  difpofe  of  it  in  that  way,  which  they  thought  moft 

*  beneficial  for  the  company^    as  they  do  of  fome 

*  other  parts  of  that  company's  property,  without 

*  any  particular  order  of  a  general  court  for  that 

*  purpofe.     This  is  a  queftion,  my  Lords,  which  I 

*  fhall  not  pretend  now  to  determine  j  I  fhall  not  fo 

*  much  as  offer  any  arguments  either  of  one  fide  or 

*  the  other,  but  from  thence  I  conclude,  that  even 

*  the  order  which  we  have  feen  deferves  fome  farther 

*  confideration,  before  we  come  to  any  fuch  refolu- 

*  tion  as  is  now  propofed  ;  for  after  your  Lordfhips 

*  have  feen  and  confidered  that  order,  your  coming 

*  to  fuch  a  refolution  is  certainly  a  determination, 

*  that  the  order  you  have  feen  and  confidered,  is  no 

*  proper  or  legal  order  for  the  difpofal  of  that  mo- 

*  ney  :  The  courts  below  will  certainly  look  upon  it 

*  as  fuch ;  and  even  tho'  they  fiiould  be  of  opinion, 

*  that  that  order  was  a  fufficient  authority  for  the 
«  difpofing  of  that  money,  and  that  no  future  order 

Vol.  XL  Q,  ^  was 
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*  was  requifite,  yet  they  would  be  loath  to  give  a 

*  judgment  fo  contrary  to  what  appeared  to  have 

*  been  the  judgment  of  this  houfe. 

*  The  point  now  before  us  cannot  be  faid  to  be 

*  an  indifputable  point,  and  therefore,  I  muil  think 
'  that  your  Lordlliips  coming  to  fuch  a  refolution  is 

*  a  determining  of  a  queflion  in  difpute,  and  a  ma- 

*  king  a  fort  of  decree  againft  the  gentlemen  who 

*  were  at  that  time  in  the  management  of  thatcom- 

*  pany's  affairs,  before  they  had  been  heard  either 
'  by  themfelves  or  their  counfel,  upon  a  queflion  in 
'  which  both  their  honour  and  interefb  are  fo  nearly 

*  concerned  :  This,  my  Lords,  is  a  method  of  pro- 
'  ceeding  which,  I  hope,  this  houfe  will  never  come 

<  into  ;  I  hope  your  Lordfhips  will  never  come  to 

*  any  refolution  which  may  afte6l  either  the  charac- 
'  ter  or  the  eftate  of  any  private  man,  without  firft 

*  giving  him  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  againft  it. 

'  We  ought,  my  Lords,  to  confider  that  we  are 

*  a  court  of  equity,  and  tho*  it  fhould  appear  that 
'  the  money  arifing  from  thofe  forfeited  eftates  had 

<  been  difpofed  of  without  fuch  an  authority  as  was 
'  necelTary  in  the  ftridt  terms  of  law,  yet  if  it  has  been 

*  difpofed  of  in  the  beft  manner  for  the  benefit  of 
'  the  company,  the  then  direcflors  ought  in  equity 

*  to  ftand  acquitted,  they  ought  not  to  be  loaded 

*  with  any  thing  like  a  fentence  of  fo  auguft  an  af- 

*  fem.bly  againft  them,  and  therefore,  my  Lords,  it 

*  is  really  my  opinion,  that  you  ought  not  to  come 

*  to  flich  a  refolution  as  now  moved  for,  till  the  af- 

*  fair  comes  properly  before  you,  and  all  parties  are 

*  heard  what  they  have  to  fay,  either  in  law  or  equi- 
'  xy^  in  their  ov/n  behalf,  for  which  reafon  I  mult 

*  move  for  the  previous  queftion.* 

fcf/idt"'"     Earl  of  Scarborough.     ^  My  Lords,  as  to  the  or- 
fpeecn,       '  dcr  of  the  general  court  of  the  South-Sea  company, 

*  v/hich  has  been  laid  before  your  Lordfhips,  furely 
«  it  canr^pt  be  looked  on  either  in  law  or  equity,  as 
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^  an  orcier  diredling  how  the  money  in  queflion  was 

'  to  be  difpofed  of,  nor  can  it  ever  be  prefumed  that 

*  it  will  be  the  opinion  of  any  court,  or  of  any  man, 

*  that  an  order  direding  only  who  fhould  be  the 

*  truflees  of  the  company  as  to  that  money^  was  an 

*  order  for  direding  to  whatiifes  it  ought  to  be  ap- 
'  plied ;  therefore,  if  that  point  were  to  be  expredy 

*  determined,  it  could  not  be  of  any  bad  confequence 

*  in  any  cafe  whatever  %  but  by  the  refolution  pro- 
'  pofed,  even  that  queflion,  if  it  mufl  be  called  a 
'  queflion,  is  not  to  be  exprefly  determined :  We 
'  are  now^  my  Lords,    to  determine  nothing  but  a 

*  point  of  law,  and  a  point  of  law  which  to  m.e  ap- 

*  pears  fo  plain,  that  I  cannot  hefitate  one  moment 

*  in  giving  my  opinion.     The  v/ords  of  the  ad  of 

*  Parliament  are  fo  very  exprefs,  that  there  can  be 

*  no  doubt  of  its  being  contrary  to  law,  to  difpofe 
'  of  that  money,  without  any  order  or  diredion  of 

*  a  general  court  for  that  purpofe  \  and  I  am  fure  it 

*  is  as  plain,  that  the  delivering  of  that  money  by 
'  the  truflees  to  the  diredors^  is  not  fuch  a  dilpofal 

*  of  the  money  as  is  intended  by  the  a6l. 

*  If  it  fhall  afterwards  appear,  that  the  produce  of 

*  thofe  forfeited  eflates  was  difpofed  of  according  to 

*  the  dire6lions  of  general  courts,  the  refolution,  or, 

*  if  your  Lordfhips  pleafe,  the  determination  now 
®  propofed,  can  affed  no  man,  and  if  there  never 

*  was  any  other  order  or  diredion  of  a  general  court 
^  for  that  purpofe,  befides  what  we  have  feen,  our 

*  refolution  can  afFe6l  none  but  thofe,  v/ho  without  all 
'  queflion  are  guilty  at  leafl  of   an  error,  for  which 

*  they  certainly  deferve  to  be  cenfured. 

'  I  do  confider,  my  Lords,  that  this  houfe  is  a 

*  court  of  equity,  but  the  refolution  moved  for  has 
'  relation  only  to  a  point  of  law,  it  has  no  manner 

*  of  relation  to  equity,  nor  can  any  man  be  thereby 

*  debarred  from  having  relief  inequity,  either  before 
'  your  Lordfhips,  or  befoie  any  of  the  courts  of  e- 

*  quity  below  J    and  therefore  if  thofe  gentlemen 

0^2  ^  fhould 
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*  fliould  hereafter  come  to  fhew,  that  tho'  they  ne- 
'  gle6led  the  doe  forms  of  law,  they  did  neverthelefs 

*  difpofe  of  that  money  in  fuch  a  manner  as  was 
'  mofh  for  the  benefit  of  the  company,  I  jfhould  not 
'  think  myfelf  any  way  reftrainedby  this  refolution, 
'  from  giving  tliem  all  the  relief  in  equity  that  their 
'  cafe  can  deferve.  And  therefore  I  fhall  make  no 
'  fcruple  of  agreeing  to  a  refolution  which  I  think 

*  juft,  a  refolution  which  I  really  think  abfolutely 
'  neceffary,  becaufe  it  will  oblige  thofe  who  are  con- 

*  cerned  to  be  at  pains  to  clear  up,  if  they  can,  an 

*  affair  which  is  certainly  as  yet  very  obfcure,  and 
'  which  your  Lordfliips  are  in  honour  obliged  to  fee 
'  fully  clear'd  up,  if  it  be  pofTible.* 

Befides  the  fpeakers  before-mentioned,  the  Duke 
of  Newcaftle  fpoke  againft  the  refolution,  and  the 
Earl  of  Chejierfield  for  it.  At  lafl  the  previous 
queftion  was  put,  and  upon  a  divifion  there  were  of 
Lords  then  prefent45  contents,  and  c^j  not  contents; 
and  of  proxies  there  were  25  contents,  and  18  not 
contents,  fo  that  it  was  carried  againft  the  refolution 
by  a  majority  of  five. 

^A^'"        Next  day  being  Saturday  the  2d   of  June^    the 

fpeech  and  Lotd  Bathuvfi  Hood  up  and  fpoke  in  fubftance  as 

fo?'i°com-  follows,  vt-z.  '  My  Lords,  notwithftanding  all  the 

"IiUt!"^^'"''  pains  your  Lordfhips  have  been  at  in  your  inqui- 

'  ries,  as  to  the  difpofal  of  the  produce  of  the  for- 

'  feited  eftates  of  thofe  who  were  diredlors  of  the 

'  South-Sea  company  in  the  year  1720,  I  cannot  fay 

'  that  I  have  met  with  any  fatisfadfion  as  to  that  af- 

*  fair  *,  I  believe  there  is  no  Lord  in  this  houfe  who 
'  can  fay  he  has  met  with  a  full  fatisfadlion  as  to 

*  that  particular.      It  appears  that  the  accounts  of 
'  that  company  have  been  fo  blended  together,  and 

*  have  been  kept  in  fo  confufed  and  irregular  a  man- ' 

*  ner,  that  there  is  no  coming  at  the  knowledge  of 

*  any 
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*  any  one  particular,  without  a  thorough  inquiry  into 
'  the  whole.     From  what  already  appears  to  your 

*  Lordlhips,    I  believe,  you  will  be  all  of  opinion, 
^  that  fuch  a  general  inquiry  is  now  become  abfo- 

*  lately  neceflary  •,  becaufe  we  are,  in  my  opinion,  ^ 
'  obhged  in  honour  to  fee  the  affair  relating  to  the 

'  difpofal  of  thofe  ellates  fully  cleared  up  ;  and  fince 
^  we  now  fee  that  there  is  no  polTibility  of  doing  it, 

*  without  a  general  inquiry  into  the  whole  affairs  of 

*  that  company,  we  are,  my  Lords,  in  honour  en- 

*  gaged  not  only  to  enter  upon,  but  to  carry  through 

*  that  inquiry  with  the  utmoft  exaclnefs. 

*  By  the  very  firft  adl  of  Parliam.ent  that  was 

*  made  relating  to  this  affair,  the  truftees  were  di- 

*  redled  to  give  a  particular  account,  in  writing,  to 

*  the  King  and  to  either  houfe  of  Parliament,  of  the 

*  effeds  of  their  proceedings.  To  what  end,  my 
'  Lords,  were  the  truftees  directed  to  give  fuch  an 
'  account?  Muft  it  not  be  to  the  end,  that  the  King 
'  and  the  two  houfes  of  Parliament,  fhould  be  as  it 

*  were  the  guardians  of  the  company,  with  refped: 

*  to  the  produce  of  thofe  ellates  ?  The  intention  cer- 

*  tainly   was,    that  the  King,  the  Lords,  and  the 

*  Commons  Ihould  fee  that  money  fairly  collected, 
^  and  honeftly  difpofed  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  pro- 
^  prietorsof  that  company,  according  to  the  direc- 
'  tions  of  that  a6l,  or  any  future  ad  of  Parliament 
^  that  fliould  be  made  for  regulating  the  difpofal  of 

*  that  money.  This  houfe  therefore  is  in  honour 
'  obliged  to  fee  that  it  was  honeftly  difpofed  of.  In 
'  fuch  a  cafe,  are  we  to  fatisfy  ourfelves  with  being 
'  told,  that  tho*  the  terms  of  the  a6l  of  Parliament 
'  were  not  ftridly  complied  with,  yet  the  money 
'  was  equitably  difpofed  of  for  the  benefit  of  the 

*  proprietors ;  efpecially  when  this  equitable  difpo- 

*  fal  comes  out  at  laft  to  be  a  difpofal  of  it  towards 
'  payment  of  debts,  as  to  which  no  man  can  tell 
'  how  or  when  they  were  contraded  ?  And,  my 
^  Lords,    I  jnviil  obferve,   that  it  looks  much  the 

0^3  ^  more 
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'  more  furpicious,  becaufe  that  fuch  a  large  debt  was. 

*  paid  O1T5  v/ithcut  any  orders  or  diredions  of  a  ge- 
^  neral  court  of  that  ccmnany  for  lb  doing;  if  fuch 

<  dire6lions  had  been  .•.flccCL  for,  it  may,  at  lead  be 

*  prefumed,  that  the  general  court  vrould  in  their 

*  turn  haveafKcd,  how  fuch  a  large  debt  came  to  be 

*  contra6lcd? 

'  Therefore,  my  Lords,  as  a  general  inquiry  into 

*  that  company*s  affairs  h  become  abfolutelynecef- 

*  fary,  and  as  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  we  fhall 
'  have  tim.e  during  this  feffion  of  Parliament,  or  even 

*  during  any  one  whole  feffion  of  Parliament,  to  go 

<  through  fuch  a  general  inquiry,  I  Iha.U  take  the 
'  liberty  to  move.    That  a  committee  may  be  ap- 

*  pointed  to   examine  into  the  managemicnt  of  the 

*  affairs  of  the  South-Sea  company,  ever  Hnce  the  year 

*  1720,  and  for  that  purpofe  to  fit  during  the  recefs 

*  of  Parliament,    at  fuch  places  and  times  as  they 

*  fhall  appoint,  and  that  they  miay  have  power  to 
^  fend  for  perfons,  papers  and  records. 

'  The  appointing  of  fuch  a  committee  is,    my 

*  Lords,  a  miethod  that  in  former  cafes  has  been 
^  pradifed  by  both  houfes  ;  and  if  the  other  houfe 

*  thinks  proper,  they  may  like  wife  appoint  a  com- 

*  mittee  of  their  houfe,  to  fit  in  conjundtion  with 

*  the  ccm.mittee  to  be  appointed  by  your  Lordfhips, 

*  to  the  end  that  both  houfes  may,againfl  next  feffion 

*  of  Parliament,  be  made  fully  acquainted  with  all 

*  the   proceedings  and  tranfa6lions  in  the  manage- 

*  ment  of  that  company's  affairs.  By  this  method, 

*  my  Lords,  if  there  has  been  any  mifmanagement, 

*  as  it  feems  apparent  there  has,  your  Lordfhips  will 
«  then  be  able  fully  and  clearly  to  difcover  who  have 
'  been  the  authors  of  fuch  mifmanagernent ;  youi 

*  will  be  abk  to   diftinguifh  between  the  guilty 

*  and  the  innocent :  The  chara6lers  of  the  latter  will 

*  thereby  be  vindicated  from  thofe  jealoufies  and  fuf- 
^  picions  they  now  labour  under,    and  upon  the 

.  y  guilty,  I  hope,  your  Lordfhips  will  inflid  fuch 

^  penalties^. 
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*  penalties,  as  may  prevent  all  fuch  pradlices  for  the 

*  future.     This  committee,  which  I  now  move  for, 

*  ought,  I  think,   to  be  chofen  by  ballot,  and  may 

*  Gonfift  of  any  number  your  Lordfliips  fhall  pkafe 

*  to  appoint ;  feven  will,  I  believe,  be  fufficient,  and 
f  therefore!  Ihall  move  for  that  number.' 

luord  CarUret.    *  My  Lords,  1  fhall  readily  agree  i-ord  prr«- 
^  with  this  motion,    becaufe  I  think  we  have  m.et*^* 

*  with  fo  little  fatisfadlion  as  to  the  particular  affair 
'  we  have  inquired  into,  that  it  is  incumbent  upon 

*  us ;  we  are,  out  of  that  regard  which  we  ought  al- 
'  ways  to  have  for  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this 

*  houfe,obliged,we  are,in  duty  to  our  country,  bound 

*  to  proceed  farther,  and  to  make  a  general  inquiry 

*  into  the  whole  management  of  that  company's 

*  affairs  ever  fince  the  year  1720.     The  creditors 

*  of  the  public  ought  always  to  be  under  the  fpecial 

*  care  of  the  public  ;    and  as  this  houfe  has  joined 

*  with  the  other  parts  of  the  legiflature,    in  vefting 

*  almoft  the  whole  debts  of  the  nation,  into  the  three 
'  great  companies  of  Eaft^India^  Bank^  and  South-. 

*  Sea^  your  Lordfhips  are,  I  think,  in  honour  obli- 

*  ged  to  take  care,  that  the  creditors  of  the  public 
^  fhall  not  be  cheated  and  defrauded  by  thofe,  whom, 

*  they  may  from  time  to  time  chufe  to  be  the  direc- 
^  tors  and  managers  of  their  affairs. 

*  This,  my  Lords,  ought  always  to  be  our  care, 

*  but  more  efpecially  are  we  bound  to  look  to  it, 

*  when  fome  very  odd  pieces  of  mjinagement  ap- 

*  pear  even  at  the  bar  of  our  own  houfe.     If  the 

*  books  of  the  South-Sea  company  had  been  kept  in 
^  a  diflindl  and  regular  manner,  it  would  have  been 

*  eafy  for  your  Lordfhips  to  have  had  from  them  all 

*  the  fatisfaftion  that  could  have  been  defired,  either 

*  with  refped:  to  the  general  flate  of  that  company^s 

*  affairs,  or  with  refped:  to  any  particular  branch  of 

*  jrfieir  byfinefs  5  but  from  the  inquiry  we  h^Ye  al- 

0^4  j-  ready 


1^2  Parliamentary        A.  1733. 

*  ready  made,   it  appears,  that  the  books  of  that 

*  company  have  been  kept  in  a  very  confufed  and 

*  irregular  manner ;  in  fuch  a  manner  as  is  altogether 

*  unintelligible  to  thofe  who  are   ftrangers  to   the 

*  management  of  their  affairs,  and  cannot,  we  find, 

*  be  explained  even  by  thofe  who  are   the  book- 

*  keepers  and  fervants  of  the  company.      From 

*  hence,  my  Lords,  I  think  there  is  great  caufe  to 

*  fufpedt  fome  lurking  frauds  :  In  this,  as  well  as  in 

*  all  fuch  cafes,  I  am  apt  to  believe,  that  this  ob- 

*  fcuriry  proceeds  from  a  defign ;  that  their  books 
'  were  kept  in  this  confufed  manner,  on  purpofe  to 

*  conceal  fome  pra6lices  which  the  managers  durft 

*  not  venture  to  expofe  to  public  view. 

*  This  confideration  alone  is  fufficient,  in  my  opi- 

*  nion,  to  engage  your  Lordfhips  to  enter  into  a 

*  general  inquiry  as  to  the  affairs  of  that  company  ; 

*  and  fince  it  appears  that  fuch  an  inquiry  muft  take 
'  up  a  very  long  time,   and  will  require  an  exa6t 

*  fcrutiny  into  many  volumes  of  books  of  account, 
'  I  think  the  6nly  effedlual  way  of  carrying  on  fuch 
'  an  inquiry  will  be,  to  appoint  a  committee  for  that 
'  purpofe,  to  fit  during  the  recefs  of  Parliament,  in 
'  order  that  they  may  have  time  to  prepare  matters, 

*  and  to  put  the  accounts  of  that  company  into  as 

*  diftin6l  and  clear  a  method  as  is  pofTible,  between 
'  this  and  next  feffion  of  Parliament  *,  for  which  rea- 

*  fon  I  am  for  agreeing  with  the  motion  made  by  the 

*  noble  Lord  near  me.' 

Puke  of 

Ne^ctj  fe'j       Duke  of  Newcafile,     <  My  Lords,  I  ihall  always 
'  be  ready  to  jom  m  any  meafure  whicji  I  tnmk 

*  proper  and  confident  with  our  conflitution,  for  in- 
^  quiring  into  the  management  of  any  public  affair, 
'  when  fuch  inquiry  becomes  neceffary ;  but  as  to 

*  the  appointing  of  fuch  a  committee  as  is  now  pro- 
«  pofed,  I  muft  think  it  is  neither  proper  nor  con- 

*  fiftent  with  our  conftitution.    I  even  doubt,  my 

'  Lords, 
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Lords,  if  fuch  a  committee  can  be  appointed  any 
other  way,  than  by  an  ad  of  Parliament ;  for  if 
this  houfe  fhould  afTume  a  power  of  appointing 
fuch  committees,  it  would  be  giving  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  a  perpetual  being  to  this  houfe ;  it  would  be 
putting  it  out  of  his  Majefty's  power  to  prorogue 
the  houfe ;  for  if  we  did  not  fit  as  a  houfe,  we 
might  be  always  fitting  as  a  committee ;  we  might 
delegate  what  power  we  pleafed  to  fuch  commit- 
tees, we  might  make  them  of  what  number  we 
pleafed ;  we  might  even  order,  that  every  Lord 
that  came  fhould  have  a  vote.  If  fuch  a  commit- 
tee Ihould  be  appointed,  it  would  not  be  eafy,  my 
Lords,  to  confine  it  to  any  particular  branch  of 
bufinefs  ;  it  would  not  be  eafy  to  confine  them  to 
the  inquiring  only  into  the  affairs  recommended  to 
them  by  the  houfe,  they  might  find  pretences  to 
inquire  into  any  other  affair  they  pleafed,  as  being 
fome  way  conne6led  with  the  affair  into  which 
they  had  been  appointed  to  inquire,  and  thus  they 
might  extend  their  inquiries  into  all  the  public  af- 
fairs of  the  nation,  and  into  all  the  bufinefs  of  the 
adminiftration.  A  committee  of  both  houfes  fitting 
during  the  recefs  of  Parliament,  with  power  to  fend 
for  perfons,  papers  and  records,  and  without  any 
reftraint  upon  that  power,  would  be  a  moil  ter- 
rible thing,  and  might  be  turned  to  the  oppreffion 
of  many  of  his  Majefty's  beft  fubjeds. 
'  But  granting,  my  Lords,  that  the  appointing  of 
fuch  a  committee,  in  the  manner  now  propofed,  is 
confiftent  with  ourconftitution,yet,  I  believe,  your 
Lordfhips  will  all  allow,  that  it  is  a  very  extraor- 
dinary method  of  proceeding,  and  therefore  aught 
never  to  be  pradifed  but  in  matters  of  the  greateft 
confequence,  and  fuch  as  require  the  utmoft  dif- 
patch,  neither  of  which  can  be  fo  much  as  pre- 
tended with  refped  to  the  affair  in  hand.  It  is  fo 
far  otherwife,  that,  in  my  opinion,  there  has  no- 
thing of  a  fraud  appeared  in  the  late  management 

'  of 
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'  of  the  South'Sea  company's  affairs,  from  any  inqui- 

^  ries  we  have  made  :  It  has,  my  Lords,  been  made 

*  appear  at  your  bar,  that  the  produce  of' the  late 
'  diredors  eilates  was  all  applied  to  the  benefit  of 

*  the  proprietors,    by   paying   off"  the   company^s 

*  debts  •,  and  if  fuch  application  Vvas  made  without 
^  the  diredlions  of  a  general  court,  it  was  only  a 
<  miftake  as  to  form.,  it  was  only  negleding  to  have 

*  that  exprefs  approbation,  which  the  diredors  might 

*  have  had  from  any  general  court  of  that  company ; 

*  and  as  that  was  a  public  tranfa6cion,  and  well 
^  known  to  all  the  proprietors,  their  never  having 

*  found  fault  with  it  in  any  general  court  of  that 
^  company,  held  ffnce  that  time,  is,  in  my  opiniocij 

*  a  tacit  approbation  of  what  was  then  done. 

'  But,  my  Lords,  if  it  had  actually  appeared  to 

*  us,  that  there  had  been  frauds  committed,  if  any 
'  of  your  Lordfhips  are  fufpicious  of  fuch  a  things 

*  you  may,  at  the  beginning  of  next  fefTion  of  Par- 

*  liament,  enter  upon  fuch  an  inquiry,  and  if  you 
^  enter  upon  it  at  the  beginning  of  a  feflion,  you 
^  may  certainly  finifh  it  before  the  end  of  xht  feffion  : 

*  In  the  mean  time,  neither  the  affair  itfelf,  nor  the 
'  company,  nor  any  private  perfon,  can  fuffer  by 
*-  the  delay  :  It  is  not  fo  much  as  fufpedled,  that  any 

*  gentleman,  concerned  in  the  late  management  of 
*■  that  com.pany*s  affairs,  will  withdraw  ^  and  the 
'  books  of  the  company,  and  all  the  papers  and 
^  writings  necefiary  for  fuch  an  inquiry,  muff  re- 

*  main  in  the  ftate  they  are  now  in  :  It  is  not  to  be 
^  fuppofed,  that  any  of  them  v/ill  be  alterM,  can- 
^  celled,  or  deffroyed,  becaufe  tlie  affairs  of  that 
«  company  are  now  under  the  management  of  a  quite 

*  different  fet  of  gentlem.en,  who,  of  confequence^ 
'  have  the  cuffody  of  all  thofe  books  and  writings^ 

*  and  who  will  certainly  never  permit  any  thing  to 

*  be  done,  that  may  involve  them,  in  the  guilt  of 
^  other  men, 

u 
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*  In  fliort,  my  Lords,  whatever   ftate  the  com^ 
^  pany's  affairs  may  be  in,  as  there  does  not  appear 

*  to  us  any  complaint  among  the  proprietors  of  that 

*  company,  fince  no  application  has  been  made  to 

*  us  by  them,  I  can  fee  no  neceffity  for  our  entering 
^  upon  it  immediately,  and.  for  that  end,  to  make 
^  fuch  an  incroachment  upon  our  conftitution,  as 

*  would  be  made  by  appointing  a  committee  in 
^  the  manner  propofed,  and  therefore  I  cannot  agree 
f  to  it. 

Earl  of  Chcfterfield.     '  My  Lords,  The  appoint- Eari  of  a?p 

*  ing  of  fuch  a  committee,  as  is  nov/ propofed,  is/fpecch.^ 

*  in  my  opinion,  no  way  inconfillent  with  our  con- 

*  flitution,  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  been  frequent- 

*  ly  pradifed,  and  is  often  neceffary  for  preparing 
«  things  to  be  laid  before  the  next  feflion  of  Parlia^ 

*  ment.  From  fuch  a  committee  there  is  nothing  to 
^  be  dreaded  by  any  but  thofe  who  have  been  guilty 
^  of  crimes,  and,  under  a  juft  and  prudent  admini- 

*  ftration,  criminals  ought  never  to  be  left  at  eafe ;  it 
'  ought  always  to  be  the  lot  of  the  guilty  to  be  un- 

*  der  continual  fears  and  apprehenfions  ;  it  is  what 

*  they  always  will  be,  whether  we  appoint  fuclva 
«  committee  or  no.  It  will  be  impolTible  for  this 
^  houfe,  or  any  committee  we  fhall  appoint,  to  in- 
'  fpedl  and  examine  fo  many  voluminous  books  of 

*  accounts,  or  to  extra6l  any  thing  that  may  be 

*  clear  and  fatisfa^lory,  out  of  fuch  a  heap  of  con- 

*  fuiion,  during  fuch  a  fhort  time  as  that  of  the 
^  ufual  continuance  of  one  feflion  of  Parliament. 

'  As  to  there  being  no  application  from  the  pro- 
«  prietors,  it  is  of  no  manner  of  fignification  in  the 

*  prefent  cafe :  It  is  well  known,  that  there  are  loud 

*  complaints  againfl  the  late  management  of  that 
"  company's  affairs,  and  from  what  we  have  feen  and 

*  heard  at  our  own  bar,  it  appears,  that  thefe  com- 
•^  plaints  are  not  altogether  groundlefs.  Our  having 
5  had  no  application,  from  the  proprietors  of  that 

^  com- 
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«  company,  made  to  us,  is,  I  think,  (o  far  from 

*  being  an  argument  againft  our  entering  upon  an 

*  inquiry,  that  it  is  a  ftrong  argument  for  it :  Con- 

*  fidering  what  we  hear  without  doors,  confidering 

*  what  we  have  feen  witliin  doors,  the  want  of  fuch 
«  an  application  ought  to  be  to  us  a  convincing  proof, 

*  that  moil  of  thofe,  who  ufually  compofe  the  gene- 

*  ral  courts  of  that  company,  are  under  an  influence 
'  which  prevents  their  looking  into  their  own  af- 

*  fairs.     But  confider,  my  Lords,  that,  among  the 

*  proprietors,  there  are  many  widows  and  orphans, 
^  there  are  many  perfons  who  cannot  appear  at  ge- 

*  neral  courts,  or  look  into  the  management  of  their 

*  own  affairs  •,  thefe,  my  Lords,  are  properly  under 
'  your  care,  and  I  hope  your  Lordlhips  will  never 

*  think  that  time  ill-fpent,  which  is  fpent  in  doing 

*  what  may  prevent  the  intire  ruin  of  the  widow  and 
<  the  fatherlefs. 

'  From  experience  we  may  learn,  that  the  pro- 
^  prietors  of  public  flocks  never  come  to  either  houfe 
'  of  Parliament  to  complain,   till  their  affairs  are 

*  pafl  redrefs ;  as  long  as  they  can  fell  their  proper- 
^  ty  at  any  price,  they  are  afraid  of  applying  for  re- 

*  drefs,  left  the  current  price  of  their  property  Ihould 
'  thereby  be  diminifhed  -,  and  therefore  they  never 

*  come  to  complain  as  long  as  there  is  any  thing  left. 
'  Then  indeed,  my  Lords,  they  refolve  upon  ap- 
'  plying  to  Parliament,  and,  upon  fuch  occafions,  we 
'  generally  find,  that  women  and  children  are  the 
'  greateft  fufferers. 

*-  To  conclude,  my  Lords,  as  neither  your  Lord- 
'  Ihips  nor  the  public  have  received  any  fatisfa6lion 
'  from  the  inquiry  hitherto  made,  it  is  become  ne- 

*  ceffary  for  us  to  appoint  fuch  a  committee  as  has 
'  been  mov'd  for,  becaufe  if  the  feiTion  Ihould  break 
'  up  without  proceeding  any  farther  than  we  have 
^  yet  done,  it  will  be  believed,  that  the  whole  affair 
'  is  at  an  end  j  from  thence,  my  Lords,  there  may 

*  be 
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'  be  conjedures  made  by  the  public,  which  may  be 

*  derogatory  both  to  the  honour  and  the  dignity 

*  of  this  houfe,  and  therefore  I  am  for  agreeing  with 
'  the  motion  the  noble  Lord  by  me  was  pleafed  to 

*  make.' 

The  Earl  of  Strafford  declared,  that  he  was  for 
the  motion,  but  faid,  that  as  the  lafl:  committee  of 
that  nature  had  confifted  of  twelve  Lords,  therefore 
he  would  propofe  that  the  motion  Ihould  be  for  ap- 
pointing a  committee  of  twelve ;  which  the  Lord 
Eathurft  approv'd  of. 

Befides  the  Lords  above-mention'd,  the  Billiop  of 
Lincoln  fpoke  for  the  motion,  and  the  Earl  of  Ilay^ 
tht  Earl  of  Warwick^  the  Lord  Vifcount  Falmouth^ 
and  the  Bifhop  of  Bangor  againft  it ;  and  at  laft  the 
queftion  being  put,  it  was  carried  in  the  negative 
without  any  divifionj  upon  which  there  was  the  fol- 
lowing proteft. 

Die  Sahbati^  2  Junii  iyS3o 

THE  houfe  being  moved  to  appoint  a  com- Lords pr*? 
mittee  to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  ^^^' 
South-Sea  Company  i 

After  debate. 

The  queftion  was  put,  Whether  a  fded:  com- 
mittee fhall  be  appointed,  of  twelve  Lords  to  be 
chofen  by  ballot,  to  examine  into  the  tranfadlions 
and  proceedings  of  the  Soutb-ScA  company,  from 
the  fecond  day  of  Ff^r//^ry  1720,  and  to  lay  their 
report  before  this  houfe  ? 

It  w^  rcfolved  in  the  negative, 

Dijpntknr. 
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Ecaufe  the  prefent  debt  of  the  kingdom  be- 
ing almoft  wholly  incorporated  into  the  three 
great  companies,  it  behoves  the  legiflature,  who  are 
the  proper  guardians  of  the  public  creditors,  to  take 
all  poflible  care,  that  they  fuffer  no  injury  in  their 
eflates  by  any  frauds  committed  in  the  management 
of  them  :  For  though  the  diredlors  are  chofen  by  a 
general  court,  they  are  invefted  with  fuch  extenfive 
powers,  that  they  are  capable,  by  abufing  their  truft^ 
of  doing  infinite  mifchief  to  the  proprietors,  unlefs 
their  proceedings  are  vigilantly  watch'd  and  con- 
trolled by  that  fupreme  authority  under  whofe 
fandion  they  aft,  and  by  which  only  fuch  practices 
can  be  effectually  prevented  or  punilhed. 

2.  Becaufe  this  houfe  having  been  induced,  by 
the  reafons  before-mention'd,  to  begin  an  inquiry 
into  the  management  of  the  South-Sea  company,  wc 
apprehend  that  our  honour  is  engaged  to  anfwer  thofe 
expe6lations  which  the  public  hadfo  juftlyconceiv'd 
from  it ;  and  fince  the  advanced  feafon  of  the  year 
will  not  permit  us  to  finilh  this  examination,  during 
the  prefent  fefiion  of  Parliament,  we  apprehend  a 
committee  was  the  only  proper  way  left  to  unravel 
fuch  dark  and  intricate  affairs,  which  require  a  very 
nice  infpedion  into  many  voluminous  books ;  it  ap- 
pearing to  us,  by  what  we  have  feen  and  heard  at  our 
bar,  that  the  accounts  of  this  company  have  been  kept 
in  a  moil  confufed,  irregular,  and  unwarrantable 
manner,  in  order,  as  we  apprehend,  to  conceal  frauds, 
and  defeat  all  inquiries, 

3.  Becaufe  the  great  diilrelTes  and  calamities  of  the 
year  1720,  having  been  occafioned  by  the  diredlors 
at  that  time  declaring  fuch  extravagant  dividends,  as. 
the  company  was  not  able  to  fupport,  the  legiflature 
have,  in  all  their  a6ls  relating  to  this  corporation, 
which  have  paffed  fmce  that  time,  taken  the  utmoft 

I  care 
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care  to  prohibit  and  rcftrain  thedire6lors  from  being 
guilty  of  the  hke  pra6lices ;  yet  notwithitanding  this, 
they  have  been  fo  far  from  taking  warning  by  the 
examples  made  of  their  predeceffors,  that  it  appears, 
by  the  accounts  laid  before  this  houfe,  that  altho* 
by  the  cafh  which  came  into  their  hands,  and  by 
the  fale  of  four  millions  of  ftock  to  the  bank,  and  by 
the  loans  of  flock  and  otherwife,  they  were  fufficient- 
ly  enabled  to  pay  off  the  debt  of  five  millions  four 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  then  owing  by  the  com- 
pany, as  in  juflice  and  prudence  they  ought  to  have 
done ;  yet  influenced,  as  we  have  reafon  to  beheve, 
by  the  great  corrupt  views  of  fome  few,  who  may 
have  affumed  to  themfelves  the  whole  management 
of  the  affairs  of  this  corporation,  they  left  great  part 
of  their  debt  on  bonds  at  interefl  unpaid,  and  by  un- 
warrantable dividends  out  of  the  money,  in  order  to 
give  a  fallacious  value  to  their  ftock,  multitudes  of 
his  Majefly's  fubjecls  have  been  defrauded,  and  they 
have,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  proprietors,  nor 
only  diffipated  above  two  millions  three  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  received  from  the  dire6tors  edates, 
but  they  have  like  wife  brought  a  new  debt  of  two 
millions  upon  the  company,  and  thereby  diminifh'd 
the  capital  of  every  proprietor's  flock ;  by  which 
means  great  injury  and  injuilice  have  in  numerous 
inflances  been  done  to  orphans,  and  the  reverfionary 
heirs  of  thefe  eflates,  to  the  great  difhonour  of  the 
public  faith,  and  difcredit  of  the  nation. 

4.  Becaufe,  altho'  the  diredlors  applied  to  Par- 
liament in  the  year  1727,  for  their  authority  to  dif- 
pofe  of  the  produce  of  the  eflates  of  the  forfeiting 
diredlors,  pretended  to  be  then  remaining  in  their 
hands,  yet  it  appears  by  the  accounts  now  before  us, 
that  the  greatefl  part  of  this  money  had  been  before 
adlually  divided  out  in  extraordinary  dividends,  and 
when,  in  order  to  give  fome  colour  to  thefe  proceed- 
ings, they  obtain'd  an  ad  of  Parliament  to  difpofe  of 

thefe; 
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thefe  effeds,  they  never  called  a  general  court  to  ac- 
quaint them  with  the  flate  of  this  account,  or  to  take 
their  dire6tions  for  the  application  of  any  remaining 
part  of  thefe  eilates,  notwithftanding  they  were  ex- 
prefly  required  fo  to  do  by  the  a6l. 

5.  Becaufe  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  from  a  gene- 
ral view  of  the  fame  accounts,  that  there  are  many  ar- 
ticles hitherto  unexamined,  under  which  a  multitude 
of  frauds  may  be  concealed ;  fuch  as  buying,  felling, 
creating  and  ifTuingof  bonds  j  employing  irregularly 
the  caih  of  the  company,  which  lay  in  their  hands, 
while  the  proprietors  were  paying  intereft  for  money 
borrow 'd  of  the  bank  ;  in  tranfading  flock  abroad, 
and  felling  fiditious  flock  at  home,  with  many  other 
pra6lices  of  the  like  nature,  too  long  and  various  to 
be  particularly  explained :  For  thefe  reafons,  we  con- 
ceive, it  was  abfolutely  neceflary  to  have  appointed  a 
committee,  as  the  only  method  to  diflinguifh  the  few, 
who  probably  are  criminal,  from  many  gentlemen 
who  may  at  prefent  lie  unjuflly  under  the  fame  im- 
putation ;  efpecially  at  a  time,  when  a  bill  was  ac- 
tually depending  for  dividing  the  capital  of  this  com- 
pany, 3  4ths  into  annuities,  and  leaving  the  remain- 
ing quarter  to  be  a  trading-flock,  with  a  large  debt 
and  demands  upon  it  unliquidated,  and  the  va- 
lue of  it  confequently  unknown  ;  which  fhould 
it  pafs  into  a  law,  will  in  all  probability  promote 
and  encourage  the  infamous  pradlice  of  flock-job- 
bing, to  the  ruin  of  grea^  numbers  of  his  Majefty's 
fubjedls. 

6.  Becaufe  the  other  houfe  have  frequently  ap- 
pointed commifTioners  to  infped  the  public  accounts, 
during  the  interval  of  Parhament,  as  the  only  prac- 
ticable method  of  arriving  at  any  knov/ledge  in  fuch 
affairs ;  a  method  indeed  too  much  difufed  of  late 
years ;  we  therefore  apprehend,  that  no  jufl  objec- 
tion either  was,  or  could  be  made  to  a  committee, 

o  which 
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which  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  nature  of  our 
conftitution,  cannot  be  of  any  prejudice  to  the  com- 
pany, and  being  confined  to  a  particular  inquiry,  can 
give  no  grounds  of  apprehenfion  to  any  but  thofe 
who  are  afraid  it  may  lead  to  farther  difcoveries  of 
iniquitous  contra6i:s,and  corrupt  bargains  in  the  fettle* 
ment  and  tranfadions  of  this  company,  fince  the  year 
1720,  which  fomeperfons  have  endeavoured  with  fo 
much  induftry  to  conceah 

7.  Becaufe  we  think  it  highly  expedient  at  this 
time  to  vindicate  the  public  faith  of  the  nation,  left 
foreigners  fhould  be  induced^  by  the  many  inftances 
of  fraud  and  corruption,  which  have  been  of  late  dif- 
covered  in  other  corporations,  fuddenly  to  withdraw 
their  effedls  out  of  our  funds,  and  thereby  totally  de- 
ftroy  public  credit,  and  plunge  us  into  inextricable 
difficulties. 

8.  Becaufe  the  acts  made  ufe  of  to  divert  us  from 
our  duty,  and  defeat  this  inquiry,  give  us  reafons  to 
profecute  it  with  frefh  vigour  ^  for  impunity  of  guilt 
(if  any  fuch  there  be)  is  the  ftrongeft  encouragement 
to  the  repetition  of  the  fame  pra6lices  in  future  times, 
by  chalking  out  a  fafe  method  of  committing  the 
moft  flagitious  frauds,  under  the  protection  of  fome 
corrupt  and  all-fcreening  minifter. 

9.  For  thefe  reafons  we  think  ourfelves  under  an 
indifpenfible  obligation  to  vindicate  our  own  honour, 
by  leaving  our  teftimonies  in  the  journals  of  thishoufe, 
that  we  are  not  under  the  influence  of  any  man  what- 
Ibever,  whofe  fafety  may  depend  on  the  protection 
of  fraud  and  corruption  ;  and  that  we  entered  upon 
this  inquiry  with  a  fmcere  and  juft  defign  of  going  to 
the  bottom  of  the  evil,  and  applying,  to  it  the  moft 
proper  and  effedual  remedies. 


Vol.  Xt,  R  Sfraf^^ 
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Strafford  Cohham^  Carteret^ 

Suffolk^  Montr  ofe^  Marchmonty 

Mafijam^  Winchelfea  and  '^hanet^ 

Bedford^  (NottiJigham^  Chejlerfield^ 

Bathurft^  'T'weed.aky  Berk/hirCy 

Litchfield^  Coventry^  Bruce^ 

!shaftshur)\  St  air ^  Gower, 

Craven^  Bridge-water^ 

After  this  there  was  nothing  extraordinary  happen- 
ed in  either  houfe  of  Parhament,  and  upon  Wednef- 
day  the  nth  of  June^  his  Majelly  came  to  the  houfe 
of  Peers,  and  gave  the  royal  aflent  to  feveral  pubhc 
and  private  bills. 

.   Then  his  Majefly  made  the  following  fpcech  to 
both  houfes  of  Parliament,  viz. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
Kine's        '  T^  H  E  feafon  of  the  year,    and  the  difpatch 
fpeech.       c     J[     y^^  ]\2N^  given  to  the  public  bufinefs,  make 

^  it  proper  for  me  to  put  an  end  to  this  feflion  of 

*  Parhament. 


Gentlemen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons^ 
«  I  return  you  my  thanks  for  the  provilions  you 
have  made  for  the  fervice  of  the  current  year.  I 
have  never  demanded  any  fupplies  of  my  people 
,but  what  were  abfolutely  necelTary  for  the  honour, 
fafety,  and  defence  of  me  and  my  kingdom  ;  and 
I  am  always  bell  pleafed,  when  the  public  expences 
are  fupplied  in  a  manner  leaft  burdenfome  to  my 
fubjeds. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
'  I  cannot  pafs  by  unobferved  the  wicked  endea- 
vours,  that  have  lately  been  made  ufe  of  to  in- 
flame the  minds  of  the  people,  and  by  the  moft 
unjuil  mifreprefentations  to  raife  tumults  and  dif- 
,     ^  orders^ 
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*  orders,  that  almofl  threatened  the  peace  of  the 
'  kingdom  ;  but  I  depend  upon  the  force  of  truth, 
'  to  remove  the  groundlefs  jealoufies,  that  have  been 

*  raifed,  of  defigns  carrying  on  againfi  the  liberties 
'  of  my  people,  and  upon  your  knov/n  fidelity,  to 
'  defeat  and  fruflrate  the  expedations  of  fuch,  as 

*  delight  in  confufion.  It  is  my  inclination,  and  has 
'  always  been  my  ftudy,  to  preferve  the  religious  and 
'  civil  rights  of  all  my  fubjeds.  Let  it  be  your 
'  care  to  undeceive  the  deluded,  and  to  make  thern 
'  fenfible  of  their  prefent  happinefs,  and  the  hazard 
'  they  run  of  being  unwarily  drav/n,  by  fpecious 
*'  pretences,  into  their  own  deilruc5lion.' 

And  then  the  Lord  Chancellor,  by  his  Majefly's 
command,  prorogued  them  to  T'hurfday  the  26th 
of  July  following. 


The  feventh  fejjion  of  the  z:/:?frJ"Septennial  Par- 
liament. 

ON  the  17th  of  January   his  Majeily  opened 
the  feffion  w^ith  the  following  fpeec-h,  viz. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
«   'T^HE  war  which  is  now  begun  and  Q2ivntdf^^£^ 

*  jL     on  againft  the  Emperor  with  fo  much  vi-  ' 
'  gour,  by  the  united  pov/ers  of  France^  Spain ^  and 

*  Sardinia^  is  become  the  objcdt  of  the  care  anri  at- 

*  tention  of  all  Europe  ;  and  tho'  I  am  no  ways  en- 

*  gaged  in  it,  and  have  had  no  part,  except  by  miy 
'  good  offices,  in  thofe  tranfa6tions  which  have  been 

*  declared  to  be  the  principal  caufes  and  motives  of 

*  it,  I  cannot  fit  regardlefs  of  the  prefent  events,  or 

*  be  unconcerned  for  the  future  confcquences  of  a 

*  war  undertaken  and  fupported  by  ib  powerful  an 
^  alliance. 

R  2  ^  If 
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'  If  ever  any  occafion  required  more  than  ordi- 

'  nary  prudence  and  circumfpe6lion,  the  prefent  calls 

'  upon  us  to  ufe  ourutmofl  precaution,  not  to  deter- 

'  mine  too  hailily  upon  fo  critical  and  important  a 

'  cunjuncture,  but  to  confider  thoroughly,  what  the 

*  honour  and  dignity  of  my  crown  and  kingdoms, 
'  the  true  interell  of  my  people,  and  the  engage- 

*  ments  v/e  are  under  to  the  ieveral  powers  we  are 
'  in  alliance  with,  may  in  juilice  and  prudence  re- 

*  quire  of  us. 

'  I  have  therefore  thought  it  proper  to  take  time 

*  to  examine  the  fads  alledged  on  both  fides,  and 
'  to  v\^ait  the  refult  of  the  councils  of  thofe  powers, 
*•  that  are  more  nearly  and  immediately  interefted 
'  in  the  confequences  of  the  war,  and  to  concert  with 
'  thofe  allies,  v/ho  are  under  the  fame  engagements 
'  with  me,    and   have  not  taken  part  in   the  war 

*  (more  particularly  the  States  General  of  the  united 
'  provinces)  fuch  meafures,  as  fliall  be  thought  molt 
'  advifeable  for  our  comm.on  fafety,  and  for  refloring^ 
*^  the  peace  of  Europe, 

'  The  refolutions  of  the  Britijh  Parliament,    in 

'  fo  nice  a  juncture,  are  of  too  great  moment  not 

*^  to  be  cai-efully  attended  to,    and  impatiently  ex- 

*■  pedted  by  all,  and  not  leaft  by  thofe,  who  will  hope 

'  to  take  advantage  from  your  determinations,  what- 

*  ever  they  fhall  be,  and  to  turn  them  to  the  preju- 
• '  dice  of  this  kingdom.  It  muil  therefore  be  thought 

*-  m.oil  fafe  and  pi-udent  thoroughly  to  weigh  and 
*•  confider  all  circumftances,  before  we  come  to  a' 
•^  final  detennination. 

'  As  I  Ihall  have,    in  all  my  confiderations  upon 
'  this  great  and  important  affair,  the  flridleft  regard 

*  to  the  honour  of  my  crown,  and  the  good  of  my 
'  people,  and  be  governed  by  no  other  views,  I  can 
*-  make  no  doubt,  but  that  I  may  intirely  depend  on' 
'  the'fupport  and  affiftanceof  my  Parhament,  with- 

*  out  expofing  myfelf,  by  any  precipitate  declara- 

'  tions' 


A.  1754.  DEBATES.  24; 

'  tions,  to  fiich  inconveniences,  as  ought,  as  far  as 

*  pollible,  to  be  avoided. 

'  In  the  mean  time,  I  am  perfiiaded,  you  will 
'  make  fuch  provifions,  as  fhall  fecure  my  kingdoms, 
'  rights,  and  pofTeflions,  from  all  dangers  and  inlults, 

*  and  maintain  the  refped  due  to  the  Britijh  nation. 

*  Whatever  part  it  may,  in  the  end,  be  mod  rea- 

*  fonable  for  us  to  ad,  it  will,  in  all  views,  be  necef- 
'  fary,  when  all  Europe  is  preparing  for  arms,  to 
'  put  ourfelves  in  a  proper  pofture  of  defence.  As 
'  this  will  beft  preferve  the  peace  of  the  kingdom, 

*  fo  it  will  give  us  a  due  weight  and  influence  in 
'  whatever  meafures  we  Ihall  take  in  conjundion 
'  with  our  allies.  But  fhould  the  defence  of  the 
'  nation  not  be  fufficiently  provided  for,  it  will  malve 
'  us  difregarded  abroad,  and  may  prove  a  tempta- 

*  tion  and  encouragement  to  the  defperate  views  of 

*  thofe,  who  never  fail  to  flatter  themfelves  with  the 

*  hopes  of  great  advantages  from  public  troubles 
^  and  diforders. 

Gentlemen  of  thehoufe  of  Commons, 
'  I  lliall  order  the  efl:imates  to  be  laid  before  you 

*  of  fuch  fervices,  as  require  your  prefent  and  im- 
'  mediate  care.  The  augmentation,  which  will  be 
'  propofed  for  the  fea  fervice,  v/ill  be  very  conflde- 
'  rable ;  but  I  am  confident,  it  will  be  thought  by 
'  you  reafonable  and  neceflfary.  I  mufl;  particularly 

*  recommend  to  your  care  the  debt  of  the  navy, 
^  which  has  every  year  been  laid  before  you  ;  but 
^  from  the  prefent  circumfliances  of  the  tim^s,  I  b^- 

*  lieve,   you  will  think  it  now  requires  fome  provi- 

*  fion  to  be  made. for  it ;    which  cannot  be  longer 

*  pofliponed,  without  manifefl:  detriment  to  the  pub- 
'  lie  fervice. 

*  As  thefe  extraordinary  charges  and  expences  arc 

*  unavoidable,  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  effec-* 

*  tually  raife  the  fupplies  necelTary  for  defraying  of 
I  them^  with  J^at  readinefs  and  difpatch,  andwitK 

R  5  ;^  that 
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'  that  iult  regard  to  the  true  interefl  of  my  people, 
'  wliich  this  Parliament  has  hitherto  fhewn  upon  all 
'  occafions. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
'  It  is  at  all  times  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  bufinefs 

*  of  Parliament  might  be  carried  on,  free  from  heats 
'  and  animofities,  and  with  that  temper,  which  be- 
'-  comes  the  juilice  and  wifdorn  of  the  nation  :  At 
*■  this  time  it  is  more  particularly  to  be  defired,  that 

*  this  felTion  maay  not  be  prctradled  by  unnecefTary 
'  delays,  when  the  whole  kingdom  feems  prepared 
'  for  the  eledion  of  a  ne^Y  Parliament  \  an  event, 
'  which  employs  the  attention  of  all  Europe,  And 
'■  I  am  very  well  pleafed,  that  this  opportunity  of- 
^  fers,  of  taking  again  the  fenfe  of  my  people  in  the 
^  choice  of  a  new  reprefcntative,  that  the  world  may 
*-  fee  how  much  their  truefentiments  have  been  mif- 
'  taken,  or  mifreprefented.  Thofe  who  fee  and  hear 

*  only  at  a  diilance,    may  eafily  be  impofed  upon, 

*  and  from  thence  conceive  falfe  hopes  or  fears.  But 
*-  I  am  confident,  a  little  time  will  effe6lually  re- 
'  move  all  groundlefs  furmifes ;  and  it  will  be  found 
'  that  Great  Britain  is  always  ready  to  a6l  that  part, 

*  v/hich  the  honour  and  intereft  of  the  nation  calls 
'  upon  them  to  undertake.' 

As  foon  as  his  Majefty  was  retired,  and  the  Com- 
m.ons  returned  to  their  own  houfe,  the  right  honou- 
rable the  Lord  Hervej,,  in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  made 
a  fhort  fp.eech,  and  moved  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jefty,  which  ir.otion  was  feconded  by  the  Lord  Ca- 
dogan.  To  this  motion  there  was  no  oppofition 
made,  nor  any  amendmicnt  offered  to  the  terms  of 
the  addrefs  propofed,  only  the  Earl  of  Chefter field 
laid,  that  he  hoped,  no  words  or  exprefTions  that 
might  be  put  into  their  addrefs,  fhould  afterwards  be 
made  ufe  of,  either  for  or  againfl  any  propofition 
that  might  afterwards  be  made,  or  any  quellion  that 

might 
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might  arife  in  that  hoiife  ;  fo  that  a  committee  was 
immediately  named  to  draw  up  the  addrefs,  which 
they  accordingly  did,  and  the  fame  being  agreed  to, 
was  as  follows,  viz. 

BieJoviSy   ly  Januarii  1734. 


Moji  gracious  Soverei^n^ 
«  TX/E  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  J;«J^^^^ 

*  W  fubjefls,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal 
'  in  Parliament  aflembled,  beg  leave,  in  the  hum- 
'  blefl  manner,  to  return  your  Majefty  our  grateful 
'  and  fincere  thanks,  for  your  moft  gracious  fpeech 

*  from  the  throne. 

*  Your  Majefty  has  given  too  many  proofs  of 

*  your  good  offices  and  endeavours  to  preferve  the 

*  public  peace  and  tranquillity,  for  us  not  to  be 

*  thoroughly  perfuaded,  that  your  Majefty  cannot, 
'  regardlefs  and  unconcerned,  behold  a  war  now  un-^ 

*  happily  begun  in  Europe^  undertaken  by  fo  pow- 
«  erful  an  alhance,  and  profecuted  with  fo  much 
^  vigour. 

*  And  as  no  occafion  can  require  more  caution, 
'  more  wifdom  and  more  circumfpe6tion,  than  the 
'  prefent,  to  didlate  what  part  is  the  moft  proper  for 
'  Great  Britain  to  a6l  -,  fo  we  have  the  fulleft  fatis- 
'  fa6lion  in  refledling,  in  whofe  breaft  it  lies,  to  make 
'  that  determination  for  us. 

*  And  as  your  Majefty  has  avoided  coming  to 
<  any  final  determination,  till  all  engagements,  by 
'  which  you  are  bound  to  the  feveral  powers  con- 

*  cerned,  are  duly  examined,  till  all  fa6ls  are  fully 

*  and  fairly  ftated,and  till  the  refult  of  the  councils 

*  of  other  powers,  in  the  fame  fituation  with  your 

*  Majefty,  are  known  •,  fo  we  cannot  but  look  on 

*  this  prudent  fufpenfe  of  your  refolutions,  as  an 
^  earneft  of  our  fafety  in  your  Majefty*s  councils  ;. 

*  not  doubting,  but  the  fame  wifdom  which  prompt- 

*  ed  your  Majefty  to  delay  your  determination,  will 
~      -^  ^     ^  R4  ^aUo 
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*  alfo  dire6l  your  choice,  whenever  you  (hall  come 
'  to  make  it. 

'  The  whole  feriesof  your  Majefly's  tranra61:ions, 

*  during  your  mofl  glorious  and  happy  reign,  has 
'  convinced  us,  that  there  is  no  talk  to  which  you 
'  are  unequal,   nor  any  difficulties  you  cannot  fur- 

*  mount :  We  therefore  beg  leave  to  afTure  your 
^  Majefly,  not  only  of  our  gratitude  for  your  pad, 
'  but  our  reliance  on  your  future  care  ;  and  intreat 
'  your  Majeily  to  believe,  that  it  is  as  impoflible  for 

*  us,  who  are  benefited  by  the  merit  of  that  con- 
'  du6l,  not  to  do  every  thing  in  our  power  to  de^ 
^  ferve  it,  as  it  is  even  for  thofe  who  wifh  it  lefs,  not 

*  to  allow  it. 

'  Whatever  expedlations  therefore,  thofe  who  are 

*  envious  of  the  profperity,  jealous  of  the  honour,  or 
'  rivals  to  the  interefl  of  the  Britifi  nation,  may  con- 

*  ceive  from  the  refultof  our  deliberations  in  Parlia- 

*  ment ;  yet  when  all  Europe  fhall  fee,  that  every 
^  new  opportunity  we  have  of  declaring  our  fenti- 
^  ments,  is  a  new  proof  of  the  harmony  fubfifling 
^  between  your  Majefly  and  your  fubjedls,  and  of 

*  the  confidence  they  place  in  you,  we  doubt  not, 
^  but  that  all  hopes  of  advantage  to  be  taken  from 

*  what  fhall  pafs  among  us,  will  be  immediately  dif- 

*  pelled,  and  that  the  zeal,  vigour,  and  unanimi- 
'  ty,  that  fhall  appear  among  us,  will  not  only 
'  double  the  alTiduity  of  thofe  who  court  your  Ma- 

*  jefly's  friendfhip,  but  the  apprehenfions  of  thofe 

*  (if  any  fuch  there  are)  who  nray  provoke  your  re- 
^  fentment. 

'  And  becaufe  the  furefl  way,   in  thefe  general 

*  troubles  and  commotions,    to  prevent  any  defign 

*  being  formed  to  molefl  or  annoy  your  Majefly's 
^  dominions,  is  to  fhew  how  unfuccefsful  fuch  a  de- 

*  fign  mufl  prove ;  nothing  fhall  be  wanting  on  our 

*  part,  that  may  conduce  to  the  flrengthening  your 
^  Majefly's  hands,  and  putting  the  nation,  at  this 
I  critical  and  important  junfture,  in  fuch  a  poflure 
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^  of  defence,  as  fiiall  effedually  prote6t  its  honour 

*  from  any  infult,  its  fafecy  from  any  danger,  and 
'  its  tranquillity  from  any  attempt  to  difturb  it. 

'  We  beg  leave  alfo  to  aiTure  your  Majefty,  that 

*  the  flrid  and  due  regard  we  always  pay  to  your 

*  royal  recommendation,  as  well  as  a  proper  concern 
'  for  the  fupport  of  our  own  charaders  and  dignity^ 
^  will  certainly  make  us  avoid,  with  the  utmofl  cau-^ 
'  tion,  all  heats  and  animofities  in  our  debates,  that 
^  we  may  fliew,  with  a  becoming  unanimity,  our 
'  duty  to  your  Majefly,  our  care  of  the  public  wel~ 
'  fare,  and  our  regard  to  the  interefts  and  liberties 

*  of  the  people :  We  will  alfo  prevent,  as  far  as  in 

*  us  lies,  any  improper  delays  retarding  the  difpatch 
'  of  public  bufinefs,  or  protrading  the  feffion  into 

*  any  unneceflary  length,  that  your  Majefty  may  not 

*  have  thejuft  pleafure  you  propofe  to  yourfelf,  in 

*  taking  again  the  fenfe  of  the  nation  in  a  new  re^ 

*  prefentative,  poftponed ;  but,  that  you  may  re^ 
^  ceive  the  earlieft  demonftrations  of  the  good-will 

*  of  your  people,   and  have  the  fatisfa6lion  to  fee 

*  they  are  as  capable  of  gratefully  feeling  that  hap- 

*  pinefs  they  enjoy  under  your  Majefty's  juft  and 
^  wife  government,  as  you  are  ready  and  willing  to 
^  confer  it.* 

This  addrefs  was  the  next  day  prefented,  to  which 
his  Majefty  gave  the  following  anfwer : 

My  Lords, 
T  nank  you  for  this  dutiful  and  loyal  addrefs^    7"^^  the  rmg^s 
•^  fatisf action  you  exprefs  in  my  conftant  attention  and^^'''"^^^ 
endeavours^  for  preferving  the  public  peace  and  tran- 
quillity^ and  promoting  the  inter  efts  of  my  people^  is 
extremely  acceptable  to  me ;  and  as  the  honour  and  dig- 
nity of  my  crown^  and  the  good  of  my  kingdoms^  are 
'My  fole  view^  you  may  he  affured  of  the  continuance 
of  my  care  and  vigilance  for  thofe  defirable  ends^  and 
»f  my  firm  rejolution^   in  all  events^   to  take  fuch 

meafures 
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meafures  as  may  heft  anfwer  the  confidence  you  re- 
pofe  in  me^  and  fecure  the  fafety  and  happinefs  of  the 
nation, 

r^r-r\m  tn  The  Commons  being  return'd  to  their  own  hoiife, 
cammoa,"^  the  Speaker  reported  to  the  houfe  hisMajefly'smoft 
fc/'^  *'^-  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne,  and  told  them,  that 
tor  the  greater  certainty,  he  had  procured  a  copy  of 
it,  which  being  read,  John  Campbell^  Knight  of  the 
lliire  for  the  county  of  Pembroke^  Hood  up,  and  af- 
ter a  {hort  fpeech,  made  the  following  motion,  viz, 
*-  That  it  might  be  refolv'u,  that  an  humble  addrefs 
'  fhould  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  return  his 
'  Majefty  the  thanks  of  that  houfe,  for  his  moft  gra- 

*  cious  fpeech  from  the  throne :  To  acknowledge 
'  his  Majefty's  goodnefs,  in  the  concern  he  had  been 

*  pleafed  to  exprefs,  upon  account  of  the  war  unhap- 

*  pily  begun  in  Europe,  and  his  Majefty's  great  wif- 

*  dom  in  ufmg  fo  much  precaution  upon  that  critical 
'  conjuncture,  in  waiting  the  refult  of  the  councils 
'  of  thofe  powers,  who  were  more  nearly  and  im- 
'  mediately  interefted  in  the  confcquences  of  the  war, 

*  and  in  taking  time  to  examine  the  fa6ts  alledged 
'  on  both  fides,  and  to  concert  with  thofe  allies, 

*  who  were  under  the  fame  engagements  with  his 
'  Majefty,  and  had  not  taken  part  in  the  war,  fuch 
'  meafures  as  ftiould  be  thought  moft  advifable  for 

*  the  common  fafety,  and  for  reftoring  the  peace  of 
'  Europe:    To  declare  their  unfeigned  confidence 

*  in  his  Majefty,  that  in  all  his  confiderations  upon 

*  that  great  and  important  affair,  his  Majefty  would 

*  have  the  ftrideft  regard  to  the  honour  and  dignity 

*  of  his  crown  and  kingdoms,  and  to  the  true  inte- 

*  reft  of  his  people  :  And  to  aftiire  his  Majefty,  that 

*  he  might  intirely  depend  upon  the  fupport  and 

*  alTiftance  of  his  faithful  Commons,  in  fuch  mea- 

*  fures  as  he  fhould  find  it  neceffary  to  enter  into, 

*  for  attaining  and  fecuring  thefe  great  and  valuable 

*  purpofes  i  and  that  that  houfe  would  make  fuch 

'  pro- 
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provifion  for  the  fafety  and  defence  of  the  nation, 
as  fhould  fecure  his  Majefty's  kingdoms,  rights, 
and  poiTeiTions,  from  all  dangers  and  infults ;  as 
might  prefer ve  the  refpe6l  due  to  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain^  and  not  give  any  encouragement  to 
the  defperate  views  of  thofe,  who  never  fail  to  flat- 
ter themfelves  with  the  hopes  of  great  advantages, 
from  public  troubles  and  diforders :  And  to  afTure 
his  Majefty,  that  that  houfe  would  immediately 
take  into  their  confidcration  fuch  eflimates  and  de- 
mands, as  fhould  be  made  by  his  Majefty  for  the 
public  fervice,  and  raife  the  fupplies,  which  fhould 
be  neceffary  and  anfvverable  to  the  prefent  exi- 
gency of  affairs,  with  their  known  zeal  and  chear- 
fulnefs,  and  with  a  due  regard  to  the  in te reft  of 
their  fellow  fubje6ls :  And,  that  the  public  bufi- 
nefs  might  be  difpatch'd  with  all  proper  expedition, 
that  they  would  endeavour  to  avoid  all  heats  and 
animofities,  and  all  occafions  that  might  tend  to 
protradl  the  then  prefent  fefllon  by  unneceffary  de- 
lays.' 

This  motion  was  feconded  by  Stephen  Fox^  Efq; 
member  for  Shatshury  in  Borfetpnre  •,  and  alfo  by  the 
Lord  'Tyrconnel^  member  for  Grantham  in  Lincoln- 
Jhire^  both  of  whom  made  fhort  fpeeches  in  favour 
of  the  motion,  and  the  latter,  in  particular,  declar'd 
it  as  his  opinion,  that  as  this  nation  v/as  a  trading 
nation,  nothing  but  the  moft  abfolute  neceflity 
fhould  ever  force  us  into  a  war.     After  him 

William  Shippen^  Efq;   member  for  Newton  inMr.  S"-k>^^ 
Lancajhire^  ftood  up  andfpoke  to  the  following  ef-' 
fe6l,  viz.  '  Sir,  I  believe  it  has  always  been  taken 
*•  for  granted,  by  moft  gentlemen  in  this  houfe,  that 

*  the  fpeeches  from  the  throne  are  the  compofitions 

*  of  minifters  of  ftate  ;  and  upon  that  fuppofition  we 
'  have  always  thought  ourfelves  at  liberty  to  exa- 

*  mine  every  propofition  contained  in  them :  It  is 

*  well  known,  that  this  houfe  has,  upon  many  oc- 
^  cafionsj  canvaffed  fuch  fpeeches  and  debated  upon 

*  them 
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■^  them  with  great  freedom  ;    even  without  doors 

*  people  are  generally  pretty  free  in  their  remarks 
'  upon  them,  and  I  believe  no  gentleman  that  hears 
^  me,  is  ignorant  of  the  reception  the  fpeech  from 
^  the  throne,  at  the  clofe  of  lafl:  fefTion  of  Parliament, 
*^  met  v/ith  from  the  nation  in  general. 

*  If  then.  Sir,  there  be  fo  much  freedom  taken 
"^  with  the  fpeeches  themfelves,  it  is  not  to  be  doubt- 

*  ed,  but  that  the  fame  freedom  may  be  taken  with 

*  any  proportion  made  by  any  gentleman  in  this 

*  houfe,  in  confequence  of  luch  fpeech  from  the 

*  throne.  I  will  not  fay  that  the  queilion  mov'd  by 
^  the  hon.  gentleman  over  the  way,  was  penn'd  by 

*  the  fame  hand  that  penned  his  Majefty's  fpeech 

*  fL'om  the  throne,  though  I  mufb  fay,  that  there  is 
'  a  good  deal  of  reafon  to  believe,  that  both  were 
'  penn'd  by  the  fame  hand. 

'  As  to  the  motion  nov/  made  to  us,  I  have  one 

*  very  great  objedion  to  the  whole,  and  that  is,  that 
^  it  is  too  cautioufly  and  too  generally  worded :  Un- 
'  der  fuch  general  exprefiions  there  may  be  defigns 
'  concealed,  which  the  gentleman  who  penn'd  the 
^  motion,  does  not  think  proper  now  to  declare  5, 
'  but  when  they  come  to  be  explained,  this  houfe 

*  may  then  probably  find  itfelf  drawn  into  fome  dif- 
'  ficulties,  by  making  ufe  of  fuch  uncertain  expref- 
'  fions  in  the  addrefs  now  propofed.     There  is  in- 

*  deed  one  paragraph  in  the  motion  made  to  us, 

*  which  I  Ihall  now  particularly  lay  my  finger  on ; 
'  I  cannot  pretend  to  repeat  the  very  words,  for  we 

*  who  hear  the  fpeech  and  the  motion  but  once  read, 

*  are  obliged  in  fome  manner  to  flioot  flying ;  but  I 
'  fhall  repeat  them  as  near  as  poflible :  I  think  the 
'  paragraph  propofes  for  us  to  fay  in  our  addrefs, 
'  that  we  will  fupport  his  Majefty  in  all  thofe  mea-. 

*  fures  which  he  fhall  think  it  neceffary  to  enter  into, 
'  Now,  Sir,  I  am  afraid,  that  under  fuch  a  general 
'  exprelTion,  there  may  be  couched,  or  at  leall  it 
^  may  hereafter  be  infifted  on,  that  there  is  couched 

'A 
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a  promife  of  a  vote  of  credit,  and  therefore  I 
fhould  be  willing  to  have  thofe  words  a  little  ex- 
plained •,  for  I  fhall  always  endeavour,  as  much  as 
I  can,  to  prevent  this  houfc's  being  rafhly  drawn* 
into  fuch  promifes  :  I  lliall  not  pretend  to  offer 
any  amendment  till  I  have  heard  other  gentlemen's 
fentiments  upon  the  queftion  before  us  j  I  now  only 
lay  my  finger  upon  this  part  of  the  motion,  and 
after  other  gentlemen  have  fpoke,  I  may  then  pof- 
fibly  take  the  liberty  of  giving  my  opinion  farther, 
and  may  perhaps  offer  an  amendment  -,  but  I  could 
wifh  rather  that  the  words  were  altogether  left 


Sir  John  Hynd  Cotton,  '  Sir,  I  Hand  up  to  agree  sh-^^oA.*^^ 
'  in  a  great  meafure,  with  the  hon.  gentleman  who:o«'ifpiSls= 
^  moved  the  queftion  now  under  our  confideration, 
'  and  with  the  other  honourable  gentleman  who  fe- 
'  conded  his  motion.  I  had  indeed  an  objedlion  to 
'  one  general  expreflion,  as  it  now  ftands  in  the  que- 
'  flion  ;  but  the  gentleman  who  made  the  motion, 
'  explained  it  in  fuch  a  manner  as  fatisfied  me,  and 
'  in  that  manner  in  v/hich  it  will,  I  hope,  be  ex- 
'  plained  by  this  houfe.  The  paiTage  is  that  where- 

*  by  we  promife  to  provide  for  the  fecurity  of  his 
'  Majefty's  kingdoms,  rights  and  poffeffions :  Now^ 

*  Sir,  thefe  laft  words  rights  and  pojj'ejfions^  is  an  ex- 

*  preflion  fo  general,  that  I  am  afraid  it  may  in- 
'  elude  hisMajefty's  German  dominions ,  I  am  per» 

*  fuaded  that  it  will  be  underilood  in  this  fenfe  by 
'  all  thofe  without  doors,  whatever  this  houfe  may 
'  intend  to  mean  by  it :  The  gentleman  v/ho  open'd 

*  the  debate  has,  'tis  true,  (atisiied  me,  and  I  be> 

*  lieve  every  gentleman  in  this  houfe,  that  no  fuch 

*  thing  is  intended  ;  but  I  think  it  likev/ife  neceffary 

*  to  fatisfy  the  world  v/ithout  doors ;  I  think  it  in-,. 

*  cumbent  upon  us  to  ailure  our  conilituejits,  that  no- 
*'  fuch  thing  was  ever  meant,  and  therefore  I  think  it 

*  will  be  proper  to  add  fome  explanatory  words  \  for 

^  which 
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*  which  reafon  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  move  for  this 
'  amendment,  to  wit,  that  the  words  thereunto  be- 
'  longing  may  be  added,  after  the  word  pojfejftons ; 
'  fo  that  the  fentence  will  then  run  thus,  ''  as  fhall 
"  fecure  his  Majefly's  kingdoms,  rights  and  poflef- 
"  fions,  thereunto  belonging,  from  all  dangers  and 
''  infults,'*  and  fo  on.' 

m-.Camp-  John  Camphelly  Efq;  flood  up  again  and  fpoke  in 
**^^'^^^'^^^'*fubftance  as  follows,  viz.  '  Sir,  I  believe  I  did  open 
'  the  affair  now  before  us,  in  the  manner  the  honour- 
'  able  gentleman  was  pleafed  to  mention ;  but  it  was 
'  not  from  an  opinion  that  there  really  was  any  pof- 
'  fibility  for  putting  fuch  a  fenfe  upon  thofe  words, 

*  as  the  gentleman  feems  to  be  apprehenfive  of. 
'  Thofe  words  are  fo  fully  explained,  both  by  what 
*•  goes  before,  and  by  what  comes  after,  that  there 
'  is  no  room  for  imagining,  that  they  ever  were 
'  meant  to  comprehend  his  Majefby's  German  domi- 
'  nions  ;  ever}'-  man  mufl  fee  that  they  relate  only  to 
'  the  foreign  rights  and  pofTefTions  belonging  to  tlie 

*  crown  of  Great  B7'i tain  -,  and  I  took  the  liberty  to 
'  give  fome  explanation  of  them,  only  to  preclude 

*  any  exception  that  might  have  been  taken,  by 
'  gentlemen's  confidering  thofe  general  words  by 
^  themfelves,  and  without  regard  to  what  went  be- 

*  fore,  or  to  what  follow \i  after  •,  but  to  any  gen- 
*■  tleman,  either  within  or  without  doors,  who  confi- 
'  ders  the  whole  together,  there  cannot  fo  much  as  a 

*  doubt  ariie  about  the  meaning  of  thofe  general 

*  words ;  every  man  mufl  fee  that  they  can  relate  to 

*  nothing  but  what  relates  to  his  Majefly  as  King  of 

*  Great  Britaitt^  and  therefore  I  cannot  think  there 

*  is  the  leaft  occafion  for  the  amendment  propofed, 

*  or  for  any  other  amendment  to  that  part  of  the 
'  queflion.' 

Lord  Celt'       The  Lord  Coleraine^  member  for  Bojlon  in  Lin- 
fpeech.       coin/hire,     '  Sir,  the  gentleman  who  fpoke  lafl,  has 

'•  not 
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'  not  in  the  lead  fatisfied  me,  as  to  the  meaning  to 

*  be  put  upon  the  words  obje6led  to  ;  for  if  thofe 
'  words  be  taken  in  a  itricl  grammatical  fenfe,  they 

*  muft  certainly  comprehend  his  Majefty's  German 
'  dominions :  Thofe  dominions  are  certainly  a  part 
'  of  his  Majefty's  polleflions,  and  as  fuch  muft  be 

*  comprehended  under  thofe  general  words,  nor  can 
'  I  fee  that  there  is  any  reftridiion  put  upon  them, 

*  either  by  what  goes  before  or  by  what  follows  af- 
'  ter ;  even  the  amendment  propofed  will  not,  I  am 
'  afraid,  befufficient  to  reftrain  them  in  fuch  a  man- 

*  ner  as  they  ought  to  be ;  and  therefore  I  am  of 
^  opinion,  that  the  amendment  ought  to  be  in  thefe 

*  words,  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  \  fo 
'.  as  that  the  fentence  may  run  thus :  "as  fhall  fecure 
"  his  Majefty's  kingdoms,  and  all  the  rights  and 
*'  pofTeflions  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Great  Bri- 
''  tain^  from  all  dangers  and  infults." 

Henry  Pelham^  Efq;  Knight  of  the  fliire  for  ^^af-f^;/^'^' 
fex.     'Sir,  the  queftion  moved  by  the  hon.  gentle- fi^ceci*. 

*  man  was,  as  I  thought,  fo  aptly  worded,  and,  to 

*  ufe  my  worthy  friend's  exprefilon,  fo  cautioufly 

*  worded,  that  I  did  not  fo  much  as  imagine  any 

*  objedlion  would  have  been  made  to  it.    As  to  the 

*  words,  rights  andpojfejfions^  which  are,  I  find,  ob~ 
'  je6led  to,  the  proper  meaning  of  them  feems  to 

*  me  to  be  certain  and  apparent  -,  it  is  well  known, 

*  that  doubts  have  lately  been  raifed  about  fome  of 

*  thofe  dominions,   which  properly  belong  to  the 

*  crown  of  Great  Britain^  and  though  there  never 

*  was  any  foundation  for  thofe  doubts,  yet  fome  gen- 

*  tlemen  have  ftrongly  infifted  on  it,  that  there  was 

*  ftill  fomething  wanting,  there  was  fomething  far- 
'  ther  neceffary  to  be  done,  in  order  to  fecure  cur 
^  enjoyment  of  thofe  pofTeftions ;  and  from  that  con- 

*  fideration  alone,  if  there  were  none  other,  every 

*  gentleman  muft  conclude,  that  all  that  could  be 

*  meant  by  thofe  general  words,  was,  to  compre- 

I  *  hend 
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*  hend  tlie  feveral  Britijh  polTeflions  in  foreign  parts ; 

*  but  as  to  his  Majefly's  German  dominions,  as  they 
'  in  no  way  belong  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 

*  which  is  mentioned  in  the  very  next  ientence,  I 

*  cannot  beheve  that  any  gentleman  in  this  houfe,  or 
'  any  gentlemen  without  doors,  will  ever  imagine, 

*  that  they  were  meant  to  be  comprehended  under 
'  thofe  general  words,  and  therefore  I  cannot  think 
'  that  any  amendment  is  necefiary.' 

Mr.  Vuite-      JVilliam  Piilteney,     '  When  I  heard  his  Majefty*s 
A£>s  peec  .^  fpeech,  and  the  motion  made  by  the  hon.  gentle- 

*  man  in  confequence  thereof,  I  was  in  hopes.  Sir, 

*  we  fhould  have  feparated  to-day  without  any  de* 
^  bate  ;   and  yet  I  muft  own,  that  the  words  con- 

*  tain'd  in  the  motion  now  under  our  confideration, 

*  which  were  taken  notice  of  by  my  hon.  friend  over 
'  the  way,  did  at  firft  ftrike  me  a  little.  I  was  in- 
'  deed  a  little  afraid  of  the  confequence,  or  at  lead 
'  of  the  ufe  that  might  come  to  be  made  of  fuch 
'  words,  but  I  was  refolved  to  pafs  them  over  in 
'  filence :  However,  now  that  they  are  taken  notice 

*  of,  I  muft  fay,  that  in  my  opinion,  fome  amend- 

*  ment  in  order  to  reftrain  them  a  little,  will  not  be 

*  unnecefTary.     I  am  not  for  leaving  them  out  in- 

*  tirely,  becaufe  one  part  of  his  Majefty's  fpeeeh 
'  would,  in  that  cafe,  ftand  without  any  anfwer ; 
'  and  I  am  unwilling  that  this  houfe  fhould,  upon 
'  any  occafioQ,  fhew  the  leaft  want  of  refped:  and 
'  complaifance  towards  his  Majefty. 

*  I  fhall  therefore.  Sir,  take  the  liberty  to  pro- 
'  pofe  an  amendment,  but  I  muft  aquaint  the  houfe, 

*  that  the  motion  I  am  to  make  for  that  purpofe,  is 

*  without  any  view  of  making  a  difference  or  divi- 

*  fion  among  us  this  day ;  nor  ftiall  I  infift  upon  my 
'  motion,  if  it  does  not  appear  to  be  intirely  agree- 

*  able  to  every  gentleman  in  this  houfe.     I  know 

*  very  well  that  we  are  not  tied  down,  by  any  gene- 
^  ral  expreflions,  in  an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Ma- 

I  '  ~  *  jefty  J 
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jefty  ;    but  I  do  remember,  that  a  vote  of  credit 

*  palled  in  this  houfe,  towards  the  clofe  of  a  felTion, 

*  for  which  there  was  no  other  foundation  but  {oim 

*  general  exprelTions  in  the  addrefs  of  thanks,  which 

*  had  been  voted  the  firfl  day  of  the  feffion,  in  an- 
'  fwer  to  his  Majefly's  fpeech  from  the  throne,  and 
'  therefore  we  ought  to  be  extremely  cautious  in 
'  agreeing  to  any  fort  of  words,  from  whence  the 
'  promife  of  a  vote  of  credit  may  be  afterwards  in- 

*  ferred :  For  this  reafon  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  add  a 
'  few  words  by  way  of  amendment  •,  bur  as  I  faid 
'  before,  I  will  not  infift  upon  it,  in  caic  my  amend- 
'  ment  fhould  be  oppofed.  The  amendir.cnt  I  prc- 
^  pofe  is,  that  the  following  words  be  inferted,  to 
'  wit,  provided  fucb  meajuresjhall  appear  to  this  houfe 
^  to  have  been  neccjjary  for  obtaining  fuch  ends.     In 

*  which  cafe  the  paragraph  taken  notice  of  by  my 
'  worthy  friend,  will  run  thus,  "  and  to  afTure  his 
"  Majeity,  that  he  may  intirely  depend  upon  the 
'^  fupport  and  afllftance  of  his  faithful  Commons,  in 
"  fuch  meafures  as  he  fhall  find  it  necefiary  to  enter 
"  into,  for  attaining  and  fecuring  thefe  great  and 
*'  valuable  purpofes  -,  provided  fuch  meailires  fhall 
"  appear  to  this  houfe  to  have  been  necelfary  for  ob- 
^'  taining  fuch  ends." 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,    'Sir,  the  hen.  sir  K.hnt 
'  gentleman  who  fpoke  lafb  has  propofed  to  us  an  fp-'g^h,*"  ^ 
'  amendment,  but  has  not  made  any  dired  motion 
'  for  that  purpofe,  and  he  was  pleafed  to  fay,  that 
'  what  he  propofed  v/as  without  any  view  of  ma- 

*  king  a  difrerence  or  divifion  among  us  j  I  am  very 

'  glad.  Sir,  to  find  that  the  hon.  gentleman  is  now  -^ 

*  come  to  be  of  that  way  of  thinking  \    for  there  is 

*  nothing  can  contribute  more  to  the  honour  of  this 

*  houfe,  than  a  hanPiOny  and  unanimity  among  us 
'  in  all  our  proceedings,  and  therefore  I  hope  X^a^ 
*-  gentleman  will  not  infift  upon  the  amendment  he 
\  has  propofed.  One  of  the  objedions  to  die  queftion 

Vol.  XI,  S  ^  now 
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*  now  before  us,  made  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
'  fpoke  firft  againft  it,  was,  I  find,  Sir,  that  it  was 
'  too  general,  and  worded  with  too  much  caution  : 
'  This,  I  muft  fay,  is  an  objedion  of  a  very  new 
'  nature  ;  for  the  chief  objedion  to  addrefTes  of  this 

*  nature  has  generally  been,  that  they  defcended  too 

*  much  into  particulars,  and  were  not  worded  with 
'  proper  caution.     From  this  general  obje6lion  the 

*  gentleman  was  pleafed  to  come  to  a  particular,  and 
'  took  notice  of  fome  words  under  which,  he  laid, 

*  he  believed  a  vore  of  credit  was  intended  to  be 
^  couched :  But  does  not  every  gentleman  in  this 
'  houfe  know,  that  his  Majefty  never  defires  any 

*  fuch  thing  as  a  promife  of  a  vote  of  credit,  nor  has 

*  it  ever  been  ufual  for  this  houfe  to  make  any  fuch 

*  promife  ?    The  ufual   method   has  always   been, 

*  whenever  his  Majefty  wanted  any  fuch  thing  as  a 
^  vote  of  credit,  he  always  acquainted  the  houfe  of 
'  it  by  a  diredl  meffage  for  that  purpofe,  and  there- 
^  fore  there  is  not  the  leaft  ground  to  prefume  an  inr 

*  tention  of  couching  a  promife  of  a  vote  of  credit, 

*  under  any  general  words  propofed  to  be  put  into 

*  the  addrefs :  As  to  the  cafe  mention'd  by  the  hon, 
'  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  I  do  not  remember  any 

*  fuch,  I  do  not  remember  that  there  was  ever  any 
'  vote  of  credit  founded  upon  a  pretended  promife 

*  contained  in  the  addrefs  of  thanks,  at  the  begin- 

*  ning  of  the  felTion.     There  may  have  been,  for 

*  wliat  I  know,  fuch  a  cafe,  but  as  I  now  fpeak 
'*  upon  memory  only,  I  cannot  fay  whether  it  may 
'  have  been  a  late  cafe,  or  one  of  an  older  date : 
'  However,  this  I  am  certain  of,  that  no  fuch  thing 

*  is  intended  by  the  words  now  objedled  to,  nor 

*  will  there,  I  believe,  be  any  fuch  ufe  made  of 

*  them. 

'  As  to  the  other  objedlion,  Sir,    it  is  equally 

*  without  foundation.  I  do  not  believe  that  it  can 
«  fo  much  as  once  enter  into  the  head  of  any  man  to 
«  Inmgine,  that  by  the  words,  rights  f.nd  pojfejftons^ 

'  this 
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this  houfe  means  to  include  his  Majefly^s  German 

*  dominions  :  If  ever  thole  dominions  llioiild  come 
'  to  be  in  fuch  danger,  as  that  his  Majefty  fliould 
'  find  it  neceiTary  to  afic  the  afTiftance  of  this  nation, 

*  he  would  certainly  do  it  by  a  direit  mefTage  to 

*  Parliament,  and  I  am  very  fure,  that  at  prelent 

*  there  is  no  fuch  thing  thought  of,  nor  is  there  the 
'  lead  ihadow  of  reafon  for  fufpeding  that  there  will 

*  be  an  occafion  for  any  fuch  demand :  The  word?, 
'  rights  and poffeffions^  mufl;  therefore  be  underflood 

*  to  relate  only  to  the  foreign  pofleflions  belonging 
'  to  Great  Britain  -,   and  had  thofe  words  been  lefc 

*  out,  (to  wilhng  minds  at  leaf!:)  it  would  have  af- 

*  forded  a  pretence  for  th^  raifing  of  much  greater 

*  alarms  withciit  doors;  it  then  might  probably 
'  have  been  faid,  that  we  were  going  to  give  up 

*  fome  of  thofe  valuable  pofTelTions  we  have  abroad, 

*  polTeflions  fo  valuable,  that  I  hope  this  nation  will 
'  never  confent  to  the  giving  them  up. 

*  Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  however  unwilling  fome 

*  gentlemen  may  pretend  to  be,  to  create  differences 
^  and  make  divifions  in  this  houfe,  I  am  perfuaded, 

*  that  nothing  but  a  defire  to  do  fo,  could  have 
*^  raifed  any  objections  to  the  queftion  now  in  your 
'  hands  ;   and  as  I  have  not  heard  any  colour  of 

*  reafon  for  fupporting  any  of  the  amendments  that 

*  have   been  offered,    I  muff  therefore  be  againft 

*  them/ 

Sir  Williarn  Wyndham,    '  Though  the  hon.  geR-sir?r7/;;^« 
^  tleman  who  fpoke  lafl,  does  not  feem  to  remember  f'^^jj^'"'* 

*  the  cafe  mentioned  by  the  gentleman  who  fpoke 

*  juft  before  him  ;  I  remember  it  well,  Sir,  and  I 

*  fpeak  of  it  with  the  greater  confidence,  becaufe  this 

*  very  morning  I  looked  over  fome  of  the  journals 

*  of  the  houfe,  together  with  my  hon.  friend  on  the 
'  floor,  by  which  I  found  that  that  famous  vote  of 

*  credit  was  agreed  to  in  this  houfe,  on  the  12th  day 
^  q>^  April  ijiy^  which  was  towards  the  dofe  of  the 

S  2  *  fefTion, 
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fcfRon  •,  and  I  remember.  Sir,  that  there  was  but 
a  very  thin  houl'e  •,  and  there  was  no  other  founda- 
tion for  that  vote,  hardly  indeed  any  material  ar- 
gument ofier'd  in  favour  of  it,  than  what  has  been 
m.entioned  by  my  honourable  friend.  I  remem- 
ber, Sir,  that  it  bore  a  very  ftrenuous  debate  in 
this  houfe ;  and  I  remember  too.  Sir,  that  the 
gentleman  who  fits  behind  the  hon.  perfon  who 
fpoke  laft,  had  a  very  confiderable  Ihare  in  that 
debate,  and  was  one  of  the  tellers  againft  the  que- 
ftion. 

'  Whether  any  fuch  ufe  is  now  intended  to  be 
'  made  of  the  general  exprelTions  objecfted  to  in  the 

•  queftion  before  us,  I  fliail  not  take  upon  me  to 

•  fay ;  but  that  I  do  not  take  to  be  the  matter  in 

■  difpute  ;  the  proper  quelfion  is,  w^hether  any  fuch 

■  ufe  can  pclTibiy  be  made  of  thofe  general  expref- 

•  fions  ?  For  if  it  can,  we  are  not  to  depend  upon 
'  the  aiTurances  of  any  member  of  this  houfe,  that  it 
^  will  not ;  and  therefore,  left  any  fuch  ufe  fhould 
'  hereafter  be  m.ade  of  thofe  general  exprelTions,  I 
'  think  it  highly  neceflary  that  fome  words  fhould 
'  be  added,  for  reftraining  them  to  what  is  now  de- 

•  clared  to  be  the  meaning  and  intention  of  them : 
'  For  my  own  part,  I  am  very  eafy  about  it,  be- 
'  caufe  I  am  now  free  to  declare,  that  if  ever  any 

*  vote  of  credit,  of  the  fame  nature  with  thofe  lately 
'  agreed  to,  be  propofed  or  moved  for  in  this  houfe, 

*  I  fhall  always  be  againft  any  fuch,  as  long  as  I 

*  have  the  honour  to  fit  in  this  houfe  ;  nor  fliall  any 
'  general  words,  or  any  exprefs  promife,  contained 
'  in  any  former  addrefs,  be  of  the  leall  weight  with 

*  m.e  in  fuch  a  debate.' 

Thomas  Winnmgton^  Efq-,  ftood  up  next,  and  gave 
foir.e  account  of  the  vote  of  credit  agreed  to  in  the 
year  1727;  and  Fhilip  Gyhhon^  Efq;  and  Samuel 
Sandys^  Efq;  difagreeing  with  him  in  his  account  of 
that  vote  of  credit. 
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Sir  mlliam  Tonge  flood  up,  and  fpake  to  the  f;)!-^/;;;/;'^"* 
lowing  effed,  viz.    '  I  was  at  fome  diftancc,  Sir/r^'-'wi^. 
'  when  the  honourable  gentleman  on  the  iloor  firit 

*  mention'd  the  cafe  which  feems  now  to  be  the  fub- 
'  jed  of  debate,  and  though  I  had  not  looked  into 

*  the  journals  this  morning,  as  fome  gentlemen  'ictm 
'  to  have  done,  yet  I  could  not  but  think,  that  it 
'  was  impoffible  that  ever  any  houfe  of  Commons 

*  fhould  have  proceeded  in  the  manner  they  have 

*  reprefented.  I  have  now  looked  upon  the  jour- 
'  nals  of  that  and  the  preceding  fefTion,  and  as  I 
'  have  the  book  in  my  hand,  I  fhall  from  thsnce 
'  {tX.  that  matter  in  a  full  and  clear  light.  In  the 
'  year  1725,  his  late  Majefly  fent  an  exprefs  msf- 
'  fage  to  the  houfe  of  Commons  then  fitting,  by 

*  which  he  acquainted  them,  that  in  order  to  prevent 

*  and   fruftrate   fuch  defigns   as   had  been  formed 

*  againft  the  particular  intereft  of  this  nation,  and 

*  the  general  peace  o{ Europe^  he  found  it  necefury 

*  not  only  to  augment  his  maritime  force,  but  to 

*  concert  fuch  other  meafures  as  might  moft  effec- 

*  tually  conduce  to  thefe  defirable  ends ;  and  as  thefe 

*  fervices  would  require  fome  extraordinary  expence^ 

*  his  Majefly  hoped  he  fhould  be  enabled,  by  the 

*  alTiflance  of  Parliament,  to  increafe  the  number  of 

*  feamen  then   before  voted,  and  granted  for  the 

*  fcrvice  of  thar  year  ♦,  and  to  enter  into,  and  make 
'  good  fuch  engagements  as  the  circumdances  and 

*  exigency  of  affairs  might  require.  Upon  this  msf- 
'  fage,    the  houfe  of  Commons,  as  in  duty  they 

*  ought,  voted  and  prefented  an  addrefs  to  his  Ma- 

*  jefty,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  make  ilich  an 

*  addition  to  the  number  of  feamen  then  before  vo- 

*  ted,  and  to  concert  fuch  other  meafures  as  his  Ma- 

*  jefly  fhould,  in  his  great  wifdom,  think  would  beft 

*  conduce  to  the  fecurity  of  the  trade  and  navlgatioa 

*  of  this  kingdom,  and  to  the  preiervation  of  the. 
\  peace  of  Europe-^    and  affured  his  Majefiy^  tl  a.t 

S3  "      ^^  that: 
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*  that  houfe  would  efFedlually  provide  for,  and 
'  make  good  all  ilich  expences  and  engagements  as 

*  fliould  be  made  for  obtaining  thofe  great  and  dc- 
'  firable  ends. 

*  At  the  beginning  of  the  next  feflion  of  Parlia- 
'  ment,  his  Majefty,  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
'  exprefly  faid,  that  as  the  expence  he  had  in  the 
'  preceding  year  been  in  a  particular  manner  in- 

*  trufted  to  make,  had  amounted  to  no  confiderable 

*  furn,  and  the  public  utihty  might  again  require  the 
'  like  fervices  to  be  performed,  he  hoped  they  would 

*  again  repofe  the  fame  ti-ufi:  and  confidence  in  him. 

*  To  which  the  houfe  of  Commons,  in  their  addrefs 

*  of  thanks,  as  exprefly  anfwer,  and  promife,  that 

*  they  would  repofe  fuch  a  trull  and  confidence  in 

*  his  Majefty,  as  the  public  udlity  fhould  require, 

*  and  as  his  Majeily  fnould  find  reafonable  and  ne- 
'  ceiTary  for  carrying  on  the  great  work  in  which 
'  his  Ma]e(ly  was  engaged,  for  the  intereft  and 
<  fecurity  of  his  people,  and  the  common  caufe  of 

*  Europe. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  every  gentleman  may  fee,  that  the 
«  vote  of  credit  agreed  to  at  the  end  of  that  feffion, 
*•  was  not  in  confequence  of  a  few  general  words  in 
'  their  addrefs  of  thanks,  in  return  to  his  Majefly*s 

*  fpeech  at  the  beginning  of  the  fefTion,  but  in  con- 

*  fequence  of  an  exprefs  demand  in  the  fpeech,  and 
^  as  exorefs  a  promife  in  the  addrefs  of  thanks ;  and 

*  from^  thence,  I  think,  every  gentleman  may  fee 
'  how  vaftly  different  that  cafe  is,  from  what  is  now 

*  the  iiibjed  of  debate/ 

John  Scrope,  Efq*,  ftood  up  next,  and  gave  a  fhort, 
but  moft  diftin6t  account  of  all  the  votes  of  credit 
that  had  ever  been  agreed  to  by  that  houfe  ^  after 
which,  he  concluded^  that,  in  his  opinion,  there  was 
no  amendm.ent  neceffary  to  that  or  any  other  part  of 
the  motion. 

William 
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William  Fultene)\  Efq-,  flood  up  again,  and  fpoke});;:^  |^![4■ 
"n  fubftance  as  follows,  viz,  '  Sir,  the  honourable 
gentleman  \yho  fpoke  lail  has,  in  a  few  words,  ex- 
plained how  the  feveral  votes  of  credit  have  been 
granted,  and  he  and  I  do  not,  I  think,  differ 
much  in  our  accounts;  but  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  fpoke  with  the  book  in  his  hand,  and 
who  itt  out  with  a  promife  of  clearing  that  matter 
fully  to  the  houfe,  has,  in  my  opinion,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, in  the  opinion  of  every  gentleman  who  heard 
him,  left  the  matter  juft  where  he  found  it ;  and 
therefore  I  would  advife  him,  for  the  future,  to 
fpeak  without  book. 

*  Can  any  gentleman.  Sir,  imagine,  that,  in 
confequence  of  the  paragraph  of  his  late  Ma  jelly's 
fpeech,  mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentleman,  or 
the  anfwer  thereto  in  the  addrefs  of  thanks,  a  vote 
of  credit  was,  or  ought  to  have  been  agreed  to, 
without  a  new  melTage  from  his  Majefly.,  fignify-- 
ing,  that  the  public  utility  did  actually  again  re- 
quire the  repofing  of  fuch  a  trufl  and  confidence 
in  his  Majefly,  as  had  been  repofed  in  him  the  pre- 
ceding year  ?  Does  any  gentleman  fuppofe,  that 
this  houfe  is  to  repofe  fuch  a  trufl  and  confidence  in 
the  crown,  only  becaufe  it  is  demanded  by  the 
crown,  and  without  afligning  any  reafon  for  fa 
doing  ?  No,  Sir  \  and  I  believe  I  may  appeal  to 
every  gentleman  who  hears  me,  and  v/ho  had  the 
honour  to  be  a  member  of  this  houfe,  when  that 
addrefs  was  agreed  to,  whether  he  did  not  then 
think  that  all  that  was  meant  or  intended  by  thofe 
general  alTurances  in  their  addrefs  of  thanks,  was^ 
that  they  would  again  repofe  the  fame  trufl  and 
confidence  in  his  Majefly,  if  upon  a  new  mcf-^ 
fage,  it  could  be  fhewn  them,  that  the  public 
utility  required  it ;  but  gentlemen  found  a^fterwards 
that  another  ufe  was  made  of  thofe  general  ex- 
prefijions  j  they  were  at  the  end  of  the  fcrfion  made 

S  4  ^*-  th5^' 
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'  tlie  only  argument  tor  agreeing  to  a  vote  of  credit ; 
'  imd  leil  the  lame  thing  fhould  be  again  pradi- 
'  fed,  we  ought  to  be  extremejy  cautious  of  put- 

*  ting  any  fuch  general  expreifions  in  our  addrefs  of 
'  thanks. 

'  When  I  firH  flood  up.  Sir,  what  I  v/as  then  to 
'  propofe  was,  I  laid,  without  any  intention  of 
«  making  a  divifion  or  difference  among  us  to  day, 
*•  and  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  next  af- 

*  ter  me,  faid,  he  was  glad  to  find  me  in  that  way 
'  of  thinking.     Sir,  I  am  now  in  the  fame  v/ay  of 

*  thinking  I  always  was,  and  if  other  gentlemen  think 
'  in  the  fam.e  way  they  have  lately  taken  up,  I  am 

*  afraid  we  fliall  have  m^any  and  great  differences 
'  before  this  fcffion  can  well  be  at  an  end.    The  ho- 

*  nourable  gentkm-an  faid  he  did  not  remember  whe- 

*  ther  the  cafe  of  a  vote  of  credit  I  had  mention'd, 

*  was  of  a  later,  or  of  an  older  date :  Alas,  Sir, 
'  there  are  no  fuch  votes  of  credit  to  be  found  of  an 
'  old  date ;  votes  of  credit  of  old  were  of  a  very 
'  different  nature,    they  were   never  fo   much   as 

*  alked,  but  for  fome  particular  purpofes  exprefly 

*  m.entioned,  the  fum  was  always  limited,  the  Par- 
'  liament  became  flireties  only  for  that  fum,  and  an 
'  exadu  account  was  afterwards  given  to  Parliament, 

*  to  what  purpofes  the  money  fo  granted  was  ap- 
'  plied  •,    but  our  late  votes  of  credit  have  all  been 

*  granted  in  the  dark  -,  we  have  granted  fums  unli- 

*  mited,  without  knowing  to  what  ufes  any  of  the  mo- 

*  ney  fo  to  be  raifed  w^as  to  be  apphed,  and  we  have 
'  never  been  able  to  have  any  proper  account  (tho* 
'  often  aflc'd  for)  how  the  money  was  difpofed  of. 

'  However,  Sir,  though  I  wifh  we  may  feparate 

*  to  day  v/ithout  any  divifion,  yet  I  hope  we  fliall 

*  have  many  days  after  this  to  enter  into  the  confi- 
'  d'erationof  affairs Q^ very  great  confequence  ;  lam 

*  fully  fenfible  of  the  calamitous  fituation  of  our  affairs 

*  both  athomx  and  abroad  ;  they  neceffarily  require 
^  the  confideration  of  Parliament :  There  are  many, 

J  5  many 
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'  many  grievances  both  foreign  and  domeflic,  under 

<  which  the  nation  groans  at  prclent,  and  which  call 

*  loudly  for  redrefs,  and  therefore,  tho'  we  promife 
'  not  to  protract  or  prolong  the  feflion  by  unnecef- 

*  fary  delays,  yet  Ihope  wefhall  not  feparate  before 

<  we  have  taken  all  thofe  matters  properly  under  our 
«  confideration  :    The  ftate  of  the  nation  muil  be 

*  called  for,  and,  I  dare  fay,  this  houfe  of  Com- 
'  m.ons  which  has  fhewn  fo  much  regard   for  their 

*  fellow-fubjed:s,  will  envy  any  fucceeding  houfe  of 

*  Commons  the  glory  of  redreffing  thofe  many  grie- 
'  vances  we  now  labour  under :  Upon  fuch  an  oc- 
'  cafion,  I  hope,  gentlemen,  will  attend,  I  hope  they 
'  will  be  emulous  who  fhall  attend  bell ;  and  v/hen 
'  fuch  a  fpirit  of  liberty  appears  over  the  whole  na- 

<  tion,  I  am  convinced  no  man  will  dare  defert  his 
«  duty  in  this  houfe,  no  man  will  dare  retire  to  the 

*  country,  when  affairs  of  fuch  moment  demand  his 
'  attendance  in  Parliament/ 

After  thefe  fpeeches,  as  none  of  the  gentlemen  in-  ^^f^lf^^T 
fifted  upon  any  of  the  amendments  they  had  ofiered,  amenckd* 
the  queftion  was  put  upon  the  firfb  motion,  and 
carried  in  the  affirmative,  v/ithout  a  divifion ;  and 
a  committee  being  appointed,  they  drew  up  an 
addrefs  in  purfuance  of  this  refolution,  which 
addrefs  was  reported  next  day  to  the  houfe,  and 
an  amendment  being  offered,  1;/%.  in  the  fecond 
paragraph  of  the  addrefs,  which  at  firfl  run  thus  : 

*  Not  wondering,  that  the  fame  prudence  and  pre- 

*  caution,  the  lame  concern  and  circumfpecSlion, 
'  afid  the  fame  wife  courfels^  that  have  guided,  ^c.^ 
It  was  propofed  to  leave  out  the  w^ords,  and  the 
fame  wife  counfels^  as  not  being  proper  in  an  addrefs 
to  his  Majefly,  and  the  fame  was  agreed  to  ,  then 
the  addrefs  itfelf  was  agreed  to  by  the  houfca  and  was 
as  iollov/Sj  viz. 


Mojl 
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Mojl  gracious  Sovereign^ 
Sd'^hfuffof'  TTT"^  your  Majelly's  mofl  dutiful  and  loyal 
comsiofts.   t    VV     fubjecls,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  m 

*  Parliament  alTembled,  beg  leave  to   return  your 

*  Majefly  our  humbled  thanks  for  your  mofl  gra- 

*  cious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

*  We  are  truly  fenfible  of  your  Majefty's  good- 

*  nefs  ;  and  hear  with  the  deepefl  fenfe  of  gratitude, 

*  the  concern  you  are  pleafed   to  exprefs,  for  the 

*  war  unhappily  begun  in  Europe  ;  and  acknov/ledge 

*  with  the  higheft  fatisfaclion  this  nev/  proof,  your 

*  Majefly  has  given  us,  of  your  great  wifdom  in 

*  waiting,  at  this  nice  and  critical  jun<5lure,  the  re- 

*  fult  of  the  councils  of  thofe  powers,  who  are  more 

*  nearly  and  immediately  interefled  in  the  confequen- 

*  ces  of  this  war,  before  your  Majefly  makes  any 
'  final  determination  for  your  own  condudl ;  not 

*  wondering,  that  the  fame  prudence  and  precau- 

*  tion,    the  fame  concern  and  circumfpedion,  that 

*  have  guided  and  diredled  every  Hep  hitherto  taken 

*  in  your  Majefly's  happy  and  aufpicious  reign» 

*  fhould  now  induce  you  to  take  time  to  examine  the 
'  fadts  alledged  on  both  fides,  and  to  concert  with 

*  thofe  allies,  who  are  under  the  fame  engagements 

*  with  your  Majefly,  without  having  taken  part  in 

*  \}^  war,  particularly  the  States  General  of  the  Uni- 
'  ted  Provinces,  fuch  meafures,  as  fliall  be  thought 
'  mofl  advifeable  for  the  common  fafety^  and  for  re-* 
^  floring  the  peace  of  Europe. 

'  That  your  Majefly  in  all  your  tranfacftions, 
*-  in  this  great  and  important  affair,  will  have  the 
'  flridlefl    regard  to   the   honour  and   dignity  of 

*  your  crown  and  kingdom,  and  to  the  true  in- 
^  terefl  of  your  people,  is  what  not  only  your  Ma- 
^  jefly*s  royal  affurances,  but  our  happy  experience 
«  of  all  your  Majefty 's  pall  conduft  leave  us  no  room 

*  to  doubto 


«  And 
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'  And  as  we  have  an  intire  confidence  in  your 

*  Majefty's  judgment  to  difcern,  and  folicitude  to 
'  procure  the  welfare  and  intereft  of  your  fubjeds, 

*  fo  your  Majefty  may  depend  upon  the  effectual 

*  fupport,  and  ready  afliftance  of  your  faithful  Com- 
'  mons  in  all  fuch  meafures,  as  your  Majefty  fhall 

*  find  it  necefifary  to  enter  into  for  attaining  and  le- 
«  curing  thefe  great  ends. 

'  And  we  beg  leave  farther  to  aflTure  your  Ma- 
«  jefty,  that  your  Commons  will  make   fuch  pro- 

*  vifion   for  the  fafety   of  your  kingdoms,  as  the 

*  prefent  fituation  of  affairs,    and  exigency  of  the 
'  times  require  ;  fuch  provifions  as  fhall  effedually 

*  fecure  your  Majefty's  kingdoms,  rights,  andpof- 

*  feftions,  from  all  infults  and  dangers,  as  fhall  pre- 

*  ferve  the  refpe6l  due  to  the  Britijh  nation  abroad ^ 

*  and  guard  its  fafety  at  home  ;  that  not  the  leaft 

*  encouragement   may  be   given  to  the  defperate 

*  views  of  thofe,  who  never  fail  to  flatter  them- 
'  felves  with  hopes  of  fome  advantage  from  pub- 

*  lie  troubles  and  diforders,  and  of  molefting  the 

*  infeparable  interefts  of  your  Majefty  and  your 
^  people. 

*  Such  eftimates  and  demands,  as  your  Majefty 

*  ftiall  think  fit  to  lay  before  your  Commons  for  the 

*  public  fervice,  fhall  be  immediately  taken  into  our 

*  confideration ;  and  your  Majefty  may  depend  on 

*  our  known  zeal  forraifing  fuch  fupplies,  as  ihall  be 

*  neceflary  and  anfwerable  to  the  prefent  circumftan- 
'  ces,  with  our  ufual  chearfulnefs  and  approved  fide- 

*  lity,  and  a  due  regard  both  to  theeafe  and  intereft 

*  of  our  fellow-fubjecls. 

*  And  that  the  public  bufinefs  may  be  difpatched 

*  with  all  proper  expedition,  and  the  prefent  feffion 
'  not  protra6ted  by  any  unneceflfary  delays,  we  will 
'  endeavour  to  avoid  all  heats  and  animofities,  and  to 

*  proceed  with  that  unanimity,  which  the  juftice  and 
^^  prudence  of  your  Majefty's  mild  and  wife  govern- 

j  '  ment 
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*  ment  may  expedt  and  claim,  and  may  give  weight 

*  to  our  deliberations,  and  maintain  the  dignity  of 
^  Parhament.' 

Which  addrefs  being  next  day  prefented  by  the 
houfe,  his  Majeily  was  pleafed  to  give  the  following 
anfwer,  viz. 

Gentlemen^ 
'  "T  Return  you  my  thanks  for  this  very  dutiful,  af- 

*  X  fedlionate,  and  loyal  addrefs ;  and  for  the  con- 
'  fidence  you  repofe  in  me,  which,  you  may  be  af- 
'  fured,  fhall  always  be  employed  for  the  honour  of 

*  my  crown,  and  the  true  interefl  of  my  people.' 

On  Wednefday  the  23d  of  January^  the  houfe  of 
Commons  having  refolved,  Nemine  Contradicente^ 
that  a  fupply  Ihould  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  they, 
among  other  accounts,  ordered  the  following  to  be 
laid  before  them,  viz. 


An  e (Innate  of  the  debt  of  his  Majeft/s  Jiavy,  on 
the  heads  hereafter  mentioned^  as  it  flood  De- 
cember 173?,  viz>. 


D 


/.        s,    d,  /.    Si,    do 

UE  to  pay  off ^ 


and  dilcharge 
all  thebills  regiflred 
on  the  courfe  of  the  ^,89 8 3 60 
navy,  forflores,&^f. 
fupplied  for  the  fer- 
vice  thereof. 


Carried  over — 8983^0 
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26^ 


s.    d. 


898360 


Brought  over 

To   pay  off  and^ 
difcharge     all     the 
bills  regiftredon  the  ^ 
faid  courfe,  for  pre-  J>   568 1 J 
miums  allowed  by 
a6t  of   Parliament 
on  naval  fbores. 

For  freight  of  ten-"" 
ders,  and  for  ftores 
delivered  into  his 
Majefly'syards,&^f. 
for  which  no  bills  ;>  20851 
were  made  out  on 
Bee,  31,  1733.  as 
alfo  to  feveral  bills 
of  exchange. 

To  his  Majefly's 
yards     and     rope-( 
yards,  for  the ordi->  175564     17  2 
nary  and  extraordi-\ 
nary  thereof. 

To   half-pay  to 
fea-officers,  accord- 
ing to  an  eftablifh-/^    ^957^       ^   I 
ment  made  by  his' 
late  Majefty. 


^i7^^^3    5  3 


Seamens  wages. 

Due  to  the  men  a 
unpaid  on  thebooks>   8194     104 
•of  iliipspaid  off.    J 

To  fhips  on  the 
fea-pay  on  above-)*-  232643 
fd.idDec,  31. 


parried  over- 


-240837  10  4      1171163  5  3 
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/.         s.    d.         I         s,d. 
Brought  over    240837  10  4     1171163  5  3 

To  difcharge  and"  " 
pay  off  all  the  bills 
enter'd  in  the  coiirfe 
for  pilotage,  furge- 
ouSjnecelTary  boiin- f*  ^5^ 
ties  to  widows  and 
orphans  of  menflain 
at  fea. 


-241088     10  4 


VtcfuaUing  debt,  as 
per  eftimate  from 
thofe  commiffioners. 

Due  for  fhort  al- 
lowance to  thecom- 
panyofhisMajefty's 
Ihips  in  pay,  andi 
which  have  been 
paid  off. 

For  paying  off alO 
the  bills  entered  on/" 
their  courfe.  y 

Forneceffary  mo- 
ney, extraordinary 
neceffary  money, 
and   contingencies, 

To  officers,  work- 
men and  labourers, 
employed  at  feveral 
ports. 


1566/ 


J3 


576726  19  5 


17 


II 


9891  4  4 


Carried  over* 


-602607  14    8 

.2014859  10    3 

Sick 
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/.       J,    d. 

Brought  over —2014859     10     3 

Skk.  andhurt^for  the 
debt  of  that  office. 


Due  fcr  the  quart. "^ 
and  care  of  fick  and 
hurt  feanien  fent  a- 
fhore  from  his  Ma-  5> 
jelly*sflcet,  and  con- 
tingencies relating 
to  the  faid  fervice.  j 

From  whence,  de-" 
duding  the  money 
in     the    treafurer's , 
hands  as  below. 
The  neat  debt  will  be 


5316  07  10 

2020175  18  01 

14.6224  12  07 

1873951  05  06 


■Memorandums  There  are  remaining  in  the  late  and 
prefent  treafurer  of  the  navy's  hands, 
on  'Dcce7nber  31,  1733,  in  money,  as 
undermentioned,  and  may  be  rec- 
koned towards  fatisfying  the  aforefaid 
debt  of  the  navy. 

In  the  hands  of  the  trufieesfor  Mi\  Hampden's  eflate. 


For  fea men's  wages.  25251   13  2 
For  victuals.  629     <)  6 


►25881     02     0% 


In  the  hands  of  the  Right  Honourable  V^Lt,  Byng,  Lord 
Vif count  TorringtoHo 
Forwearand  tear,  7  o       o  /r 

and  ordinary.  S     13^89  i8  6 

For  feamen*s  wages*      28077     i   5 
Forviduals.  6373     39 


Carried  over-- 47640    3  8     25881  02  % 

For 
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/.      J.  d. 

Brought  over     47640     3  8         25881     2  8 

For  fick  and  hurt?         QS 
feamen.  J  ^ 

For  feamens  v/a- 
2:es  to  be  applied  as 
theferviceslhallre-r  7^"^^^     ^  ^ 


qiurt 


120343  9  II 
146224  12  7 


iV".  5.  Received  lliort  of  the  iup-^      ^ 

,-        .  ^  \  iDOOOO  00  o 

phes,  ^f;;;/<?  1733.  j- 

^v'c'^iTeS'  The  flime  day  it  v/as  refolved  ^by  the  faid  houfe. 
That  an  humble  add  re (3  lliould  be  prelented  to  his 
Majefly,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  give 
directions,  that  a  copy  of  the  treaty  between  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  the  Emperor,  concluded  at  Vienna  in  the 
year  1 731,  with  the  fecret  and  feparate  articles,  and 
the  States  Generals  ad  of  concurrence  to  the  fame, 
fhould  be  laid  before  the  houfe  ;  and  the  faid  addrefs 
being  ordered  to  be  prefented  to  his  Majefly  by 
fuch  members  of  that  houfe,  as  were  of  his  Maje- 
ily's  moil  honourable  privy  council, 

^vion  for  Sir  John  Rujhout^  Bart,  ilood  up,  and,  after  a 
'fhort  fpecch,  moved.  That  an  humble  addrefs  fhould 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  would  be  pleafed 
to  give  diredion,  that  the  letters  and  inilrudions 
fent  to  his  Majefly 's  minifbers  at  the  courts  o'^  France 
and  Spain^  relating  to  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of 
Seville^  fhould  be. laid  before  the  houfe.  Upon 
v/hich  motion  there  enfucd  a  debate,  in  which  the 
following  gentlemen  fpoke  in  fubflance  as  follov/s, 
viz. 

Sir 


otn^r paper 
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Siv  William  Tonge.     I  do  not  ftand  up.  Sir,  to  ^j"J^J^'j'«"> 

*  fay  any  thing  againfl  the  power  which  this  houfe  rpeech. 

*  has,  ofcalling  for  whatever  papers  they  may  think 

*  neceflary  to  give  them  proper  lights  into  any  af- 
'  fair  they  are  about  to  have  under  their  confidera- 

*  tion  :  That  the  houfe  has  fuch  a  power,  is  what  I 

*  believe  no  gentleman  will  deny  ♦,  but  then  every 

*  gentleman  muil  grant,  that  this  power  ought  to 

*  be  ufed  with  great  caution  and  difcretion  ;  no  pa- 

*  pers  ought  to  be  called  for,  but  thofe  v/hich  pro- 

*  perly  relate  to  the  affair  in  hand,  and  without 
'  which  it  would  be  impofiible  to  underiland  fully 
^  and  clearly  what  we  are  to  be  about.  It  has  been 
'  refolved  to  addrefs  his  Majefty  to  order  a  copy  of 
^  the  treaty  of  Vienna  to  be  laid  before  ^  us,  but  I 
^  cannot  apprehend  what  connexion  there  is,  or  can 
'  be,  between  that  treaty  and  the  letters  and  inftruc- 
'  tions  fent  to  our  minifters  at  the  courts  of  France 
'  and  Spain^  relating  to^the  treaty  of  Seville.     Can 

*  it  be  fuppofed  thatT  thofe  letters  and  inllrudions 
^  have  any  relation  or  concern  with  a  treaty  after- 
^  wards  concluded  with  the  Emperor,  who  was  not 
'  at  that  time  in  good  terms  with  either  of  the  other 
^  two  courts  ?  As  all  fuch  negotiations  are  carried  on 
^  in  the  moft  fecret  manner  polTible,  it  cennot,  in 
'  my  opinion,  be  fuppofed,  that  our  minifters  either 
^  at  the  court  of  France  or  Spain^  knew  any  thijng 
^  of  thofe  negotiations  at  Vienna^  which  fo  happily 
^  ended  in  that  treaty ;  and  therefore  it  is  impoflible 
^  to  fuppofe,  that  we  can,  from  the  letters  and  in- 
^  itru6lions  fent  to  them,  receive  any  light  or  infor- 

*  mation,  with  refpedt  to  the  treaty  of  Vienna  now 
\  called  for. 

*  But  granting.  Sir,  that  fome  poflible  connexion 
'  might  be  found  out,  between  the  treaty  of  Vienna 
^  and  the  letters  and  inftrudions  which  the  honoura- 
'  ble  gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to  move  for,  yet 
'  there  is  another  rule  to  be  obferved  in  the  ufing  of 
'  that  power, which  this  houfe  has  ofcallijig  for  papers 
"    Vol.  XL  T  '  which 
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'  which  in  the  prefent  cafe  will  be  an  efFe6lual  bar 
'  to  the  motion  :  Though  this  houfe  has  a  power 
'  of  calling  for  papers,  yet  we  ought  in  no  cafe  to 
'  call  for  thofe  papers  which  may  contain  fecrets,  the 
'  pubiifhing  whereof  might  be  of  a  fignal  difadvan- 
*  tage  to  the  common-wealth :  I  believe  it  will  be 
^  granted,  that  a  fecret  communicated  once  to  this 
'  houfe,  is  in  great  danger  of  not  remaining  long  a 
'  fecret :  It  was  never  known,  that  a  fecret  was  long 
'  kept  by  any  fuch  numerous  alfembly,  and  there- 
'  fore  we  ought  to  be  extremely  cautious,  and  never 
'  call  for  any  papers  which  may  contain  fuch  fecrets. 
'  For  my  own  part,  I  do  not  pretend  to  know  the 
'  nature  of  thofe  in (Irudions  or  letters,  but  itiscer- 
'  tain  that  fome  of  them  may  contain  fomething 
'  not  proper  to  be  publifhed  to  the  world  at  this 
'  jundure  ;  the  pubiifhing  of  it  might,  perhaps,  o- 
'  pen  old  fores,  and  give  offence  to  fome  of  thofe 
*'  powers,  with  whom  we  have  at  prefent  a  good 

*  underflanding,  by  which  his  Majefly's  negotiati- 
'  ons  for  reftoring  the  tranquility  of  Europe,  might 

*  be  very  much  ^nrbarrafied,  perhaps  rendered  in- 
'  tirely  fruitlefs  ;  and  therefore,  I  cannot  but  think, 

*  that  any  fuch  general  call  for  papers  is  now,  and 
'  alv/ays  will  be,  of  dangerous  confequence. 

'  If  this  houfe  fliould   at  any  time  hereafter  re- 

*  folve  to  take  the  treaty  of  Seville  into  their  confi- 
'  deration,  when  that  day  comes,  if  any  gentleman 

*  of  this  houfe  can  then  lay  his  finger  on  any  parti- 
'  cular  paper,  which  he  thinks  may  be  neceifary  for 
'  the  information  of  the  houfe,  he  may  then  move 

*  for  it,  and  the  houfe  may,  if  they  think  proper, 
'  agree  to  fuch  a  motion  y  but  to  make  fuch  a  gene- 

*  ral  motion  as  the  prefent,  to  call  for  all  the  letters 
'  and  inilru6tions  fent  to  our  minifters  at  thofe  two 
*-  courts  in  general,  I  think  moft  improper  and  ir- 

*  regular,  and  therefore,  I  fhall  give  my  negative 
_*  to  it. 

Sir 
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S\y  miliam  Wyndham,       '  Sir,  noXyM\^(2xi^x\g%i;^Jl:;i:^ 

«  what  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  fpoke  laft,  ^e^^^^^i^ 

^  hasfaid,  I  cannot  help  being  of  opinion,   that  the 

*  motion  made  by  my  honourable  friend  is  regular, 

*  and  that  the  papers  he  has  called  for  are  fuch  as 

*  muft  necelTarily  tend  to  give  the  houfe  a  great  deal 
«  of  information,  not  only  with  relation  to  the  trea- 
'  ty  of  Seville^  but  likewife,    with  relation  to  the 

*  treaty  which  we  fliall  foon  have,  I  hope,  laid  be  ♦ 
'  fore  us,  in  purfuance  of  the  refolution  we  have  jull 

*  now  come  to,  and  therefore  I  take  it  to  be  as  pro- 
'  per  now,  as  it  can  be  when  the  day  comes  which 
'  the  gentleman  fpeaks  of. 

'  As  to  any  fecret  which  may  be  contained  in  the 

*  papers  called  for,  and  which  it  would  not  be  pro- 

*  per  at  prefent  to  publifh  to  the  world,    that  can 

*  be  no  argument  againfl  the  motion  -,  becaufe  if  that 

*  fhould  happen  to  be  the  cafe,  his  Majefty  would 

*  communicate  to  us  none  but  fuch  as  contained  no 

*  fuch  fecrets,  and  in  his  anfwer  to  our  addrefs  would 

*  acquaint  us,  that  the  other  letters  or  inflrudions 
'  contained  fuch  fecrets  as  were  not  proper  to  be  re- 

*  vealed  at  prefent  \  this  would  be  a  proper  anfwer 
'  from  his  Majefty,  and  fuch  an  anfwer  as  this  houfe 
'  would  certainly  reft  fatisfied  with,  unlefs  fome 
'  very  ftrong  reafons  appeared  to  the  contrary  :  Bjt» 
'  Sir,  this  is  an  anfwer  which  ought  not  to  be  taken 
'  from  any  other  perfon  but  his  Majefty  :  It  is  below 

*  the  dignity  of  this  houfe  to  take  it  from  any  other  •, 

*  it  is  what  no  member  of  this  houfe  ought  fo  mucli 
'  as  to  infinuate  -,  for  any  fuch  infinuation,  is  offer- 
'  ing  an  indignity  to  the  crown,  becaufe  it  feems  to 

*  be  a  dilating  to  his  Majefty,  and  prefcribing  to 

*  him  what  anfwer  he  is  to  make  to  the  addrefs  of 

*  this  houfe.     The  gentleman  fpoke  of  opening  old 

*  fores,    and  that   the  publiftiing   of  thofe  papers 

*  might  give  offence  to  fome  of  thofe  powers  we  are 
'  now  in  friendfhip  with :  This  feems  to  be  a  very 
^  extraordinary  reafon  againft-  the  motion  •,  for  I  am 

T  2  ^  fure 
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'  fure  this  reafon  will  hold  equally  good  againfl  calJ- 
'  ing  for  any  treaty,  or  any  paper  relating  to  our 

*  foreign  negotiations ;  and  I  can  fee  no  difference 

*  between  denying  that  the  houfe  has  a  power  to  call 
^  for  any  papers,  and  making  ufe  of  an  argument, 
«  which,  if  allowed,  would  render  that  power  alto- 

*  gether  ineffedlual :  But,  Sir,  I  would  gladly  know 

*  what  prince,  what  ftate  there  is  now  in  Europe^ 
'  whom  we  have  not  difobliged  and  fallen  out  with 

*  by  turns ;  and  fhall  it  be  faid,  that  the  publiihing 
^  of  thofe  negotiations,  which  we  carried  on  while 
'  we  were  at  enmity,  or  at  leaft,  not  in  a  cordial 

*  friendfhip  with  them,  will  open  thofe  fores  which 

*  were  intirely  healed  up  by  a  new  treaty  afterwards 
'  concluded  with  them  ?  Does  not  every  gentleman 
'  fee,  that  this  argument  ftrikes  againfl:  this  houfe's 
'  ever  defiring  to  have  any  foreign  treaty  or  nego- 
^  tiation  laid  before  them,  except  fuch  as  have  been 

*  before  publilhed  to  the  world  ? 

*  As  to  the  connexion  between  the  papers  now 

*  moved  for,  and  the  treaty  jufl:  before  called  for,  it 

*  is,  in  my  opinion,  evident :  For  what  end  have 
'  we  called   for  a  copy  of  the  treaty  of  Vienna  ? 

*  What  are  we  to  confider  of,  when  we  enter  into 

*  the  confideration  of  that  treaty  ?   Are  we  not  to 

*  confider,  whether  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  this  na- 

*  tion  or  not  ?    And  how  fhall  we  determine  this, 

*  without  knowing  the  circumfl:ances,  or  thofe  af- 
'  fairs  which  made  it  neceflary  for  us  to  conclude 

*  fuch  a  burdenfome  treaty  ?  It  is  well  known,  that 

*  by  that  treaty  we  entered  into  very  great  engage- 

*  ments  ;  engagements,   which,  if  pundlually  per- 

*  formed,  may  cofl:  this  nation  infinite  fums  of  mo- 

*  ney  j  and  engagements  which  we  certainly  ought 

*  not  to  have  entered  into,  if  the  public  tranquillity 

*  could  have  been  eflablifhed  at  any  cheaper  rate. 
^  Is  it  to  be  prefumed,  that  the  impoflibility  which 
I  was  found  of  carrying  the  treaty  of  Seville  into 

'  execution 


A.  1734.  D  E  B  A  T  E  $•  277 

*  execution,    without  involving  ourfeives  and  all 

*  Europe  in  a  bloody  war,  was  what  made  it  necef- 

*  fary  for  us  to  agree  to  thole  engagements  contain- 

*  ed  in  the  treaty  o^  Vienna  •,  and  how  is  it  polTible 

*  for  us  to  determine,  whether  or  no  there  was  an 

*  impoffibility  of  carrying  the  treaty  of  Seville  into 

*  execution,  without  having  all  thofe  papers  firft 

*  laid  before  us,  which  relate  to  the  execution  of 
^  that  treaty  ?  It  was,  I  remember,  when  firft  con- 

*  eluded,    a  treaty  that  was  much  bragged  of  by 

*  the  friends  of  the  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  and 
^  if  it  was  fo  good  a  thing,  I  cannot  find  out  why 
'  he  or  his  friends  fhould  be  fo  fond  of  keeping  fe- 
'  cret  either  the  means  by  which  it  was  obtained,  or 
'  the  methods  that  were  afterwards  ufed  for  carrying 
*•  it  into  execution.      As  to  the  means  by  which  that 

*  treaty  was  obtained,  they  may  not  perhaps  relate 
'-  m.uch  to  the  treaty  of  Vienna ;  but  as  to  the  me- 
^  thods  ufed  for  cariying  it  into  execution,  the  laft 
'  of  which  was  the  treaty  of  Vienna^    every   man 

*  muft  fee  the  connexion,  and  therefore,  every  man 

*  muft  be  convinced,  that  it  is  neceflary  for  us  to 
^  have  the  papers  now  moved  for  laid  before  us,  be- 

*  fore  we  can  properly  take  the  treaty  of  Vienna  into 

*  our  confideration. 

'  His  Majefty,  Sir,  in  his  fpeechfrom  the  throne, 

*  recommends  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs  to  the 

*  confideration  of  Parliament,  he  recommends  it  to 
'  us  thoroughly  to  weigh  and  confider  all  circum- 

*  ftances  before  we  come  to  a  final  determination ; 

*  but  if  fuch  things  as  are  necefTary  for  our  informa- 
^  tion,  are,  when  called  for,  refufed  by  thofe  in  pow- 

*  er,  how  is  it  pofTible  for  us  to  anfwer  his  Maje- 

*  fty*s  expedations  ?  It  muft  be  owned,  that  we  have, 

*  of  late  years,  been  in  veiy  odd  circumftances  ; 

*  and  our  prefent  fituation  may,  perhaps,  in  the 

*  opinion  of  many,  be  owing,  in  fome  meafure,  to 
•^  the  mifmanagement  of  thofe  in  the  adminiftration ; 

*  I  lliall  not  fay,  it  is  fo,  but  if  this  be  not  the  cafe^ 

T  3  *  I 
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'  I  can  fee  no  reafon  for  refufing  the  papers  now 
'  called  for  •,  and  if  this  be  really  the  cafe,  it  ought 

*  certainly  to  be  inquired  into,  and  the  papers  now 
'  called  for,  as  well  as  a  great  many  others,    mufl 

*  neceflarily  be  laid  before  us,  in  order  to  enable  us 

*  to  make  a  proper  inquiry,    and  to  apply    proper 

*  remedies  for  thole  evils,  which  the  nation  labours 

*  under  at  prefent.     Upon  the  whole.  Sir,  as  I  faid 

*  at  firil^  I  think  the  motion  now  made  to  us  moft 
'  regular,  I  think  it  is  abfolutely  necefTary  for  us  to 
'  have  thofe  papers  laid  before  us ;  for  without  them, 

*  I  am  fure,   the  refolution  we  have  juil  now  come 

*  to,  can  be  of  no  effed,  and  therefore  I  hope  the 

*  houfe  will  agree  to  the  motion.* 

%fjJs'       Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,     '  I  fland  up, 
fpeech.       <  Sir,   to  agrcc  in  fome  part  with  the  honourable 

*  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  :  If  we  are  at  prefent  in 
'  any  unhappy  fituation,  and  if  it  be  but  thought, 

*  by  any  gentleman  in  this  houfe,  that  that  fituation 
'  is  in  any  way  ov/ing  to  the  mifliianagement  of 
'  thofe  in  the  adminiftration,  in  my  opinion,  who- 

*  ever  thinks  fo,  ought  to  move  for  this  houfe*s  go- 
^  ing  into  fuch  an  inquiry ;   they  ought  to  move  for 

*  the  houfe  to  go  into  a  committee  upon  the  flate 
'  of  the  nation,    and  upon  the  foot  of  fuch  an  in- 

*  quiry,  I  will  willingly  join  ilTue  with  the  honoura- 

*  ble  gentleman,  or   any  other  gentleman  in   this 

*  houfe  :  Whenever  the  houfe  fhall  pleafe  to  refolve 

*  upon  going  into  fuch  a  committee,  I  promife,  that 
'  in  fo  far  as  lies  in  my  power,  nothing  ihall  be  re- 
"  fufed,  that  is  thought  proper  or  necelTary  for  gi- 

*  ving  the  houfe  all  the  information  that  can  be 

*  wifhed  or  defired  •,  but  as  that  time  is  not  yet  come, 

*  I  mufl  thitik,  that  the  motion  now  under  our  con- 

*  federation  is  very  irregular,  and  feems  calculated 

*  rather  for  giving  gentlemen  an  opportunity  of  de- 

*  claiming  againil  thofe,  who  have  the  honour  to 

*  krvc  the  crown,  than  for  procuring  any  proper  in- 

*  formation 
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*  formation  for  the  houfe,  or  any  advantage  for  tliC 

*  country. 

*  It  is  ufual.    Sir,  for  fome  people  to  make  mo- 

*  tions,  rather  to  fix  unpopular  things  on  others,  than 
'  to  have   any   information  for  themfelves  :  They 

*  make  motions  in  order  to   make  a  figure  in  the 

*  votes,  which  are  fent  to  all  parts  of  the  nation,  and 

*  to  ferve  fome  particular  ends  of  their  own  :  When 

*  a  negative  is  put  upon  any  fuch  morion,  they  are 

*  then  ready  to  cry  out,  we  would  have  relieved 
'  you,  we  would  have  extricated  you  from  all  the 
'  difliculties  you  labour  under,  but  we  were  by  pow- 
'  er  denied  the  means  of  doing  it.  This,  Sir,  is  a 
'  piece  of  management,  it  is  a  fort  of  parliamentary 
'  play,  which  has  always  been  pra6lifed  by  thofe 
'  who  oppofe  the  meafures  of  the  adminiftration  ; 

*  I  remember  it  as  long  I  remember  Parliaments, 

*  and  have  by  my  own  experience  been  acquainted 
^  with  it :  I  can  remember  motions  made  with  no 
'  other  view,  but  to  have  a  negative  put  upon  them  ; 

*  and  particularly,  at  the  beginning  of  a  fefnon,  the 

*  language  among  fuch  gentlemen  has  always  been, 

*  we  muii  attack  them,  we  muft  give  them  no  reft, 

*  but  make  motion  after  motion  -,    if  they  agree  in 

*  any  motion  we  make,    it  will  diflrefs  them,    and 

*  if  they  put  a  negative  upon  every  one,  it  will 
'  render  them  odious  among  the  people. 

*  This  I  fay.  Sir,    has  been  always  the  common 

*  pratlice  of  thofe  who  are  refolved,  at  any  rate,  to 

*  oppofe  the  adminiftration  ;  but  I  muft  take  notice, 

*  that  to  fay,  that  any  motion  in  Parliament  is  re- 
*.  fufed  by  power,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  very  unpar> 

*  liamentary  way  of  fpeaking ;;  when  any  motion  is 

*  made,  every  gentleman  is  at  liberty  to  debate  with 
'  freedom  upon  it,   and  to  agree  or  difagree,  as  he 

*  thinks  reafonable;  if  it  be  reje6ted,  it  muft  be  by  a 

*  majority  of  the  houfe,  and  becomes  an  ad  of  this 
"  houfeg  and  to  fay,  that  v/hat  is  the  a6t  of  the  houfe 

T  4  *  is 
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*  Is  an  adl  of  power,  is  not,  I  think,  fpeaking  in  the 

*  language  of  Parliament, 

*  I  fhall  likewife  agree  with  the  honourable  gen- 

*  tieman,  that  when  any  papers  are  moved  to  be 

*  called  for,  the  houfe  is  not  to  be  told  by  any  mem- 

*  ber,  or  any  but  his  Majefly,  that  fuch  papers  con- 
'  tain  fecrets  which  mufl  not  yet  be  difcovered ;  but 

*  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  agree  with  me,  that  it 

*  is  below  the  dignity  of  this  houfe  to  prefent  infig- 

*  nificantaddrelTes  to  his  Majefly ;  we  are  not  to  de- 

*  fire  of  his  Majefly  what  evidently,  and  at  firfl  fight, 

*  appears  to  be  fuch  as  his  Majefly  cannot  comply 

*  with  ;  and  therefore  when  a  motion  for  any  fuch 

*  addrefs  is  made,  any  gentleman  of  the  houfe  may, 

*  nay,  he  ought,  if  he  thinks  fo,  to  rife  up  and  fhew 

*  to  the  houfe,  that  what  is  defired  by  the  addrefs  mo- 

*  vcd  for,  is  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  his  Majefly  can- 

*  not  comply  with  it ',  and  this  I  take  to  be  the  cafe 
'  now  before  us.     In  mofl  public  negotiations  there 

*  are  fome  things  may  happen  which  ought  never  to 

*  be  revealed  ;  in  every  negotiation  there  are,   I  be- 

*  lieve,  fome  things  do  happen,  which  ought  not  to 
•^  be  publilhed  to  the  world  for  a  great  many  years 
^  after  ;  and  therefore  it  mufl  be  very  irregular  to 

*  defire  his  Majefly  to  lay  before  this  houfe,  that  is, 
^  to  publifli  to  the  world,  all  the  letters  and  inflruc- 

*  tions  relating  to  a  negotiation,  which  happened  but 

*  a  very  few  years  ago. 

*  Gentlemen  may  allign  what  caufes  they  pleafe 

*  for  the  treaty  of  Vienna  -,  but  when  that  treaty  comes 

*  to  be  confidered  by  this  houfe,  I  believe  it  will  ap- 

*  pear,  that  we  thereby  entered  intonoextraordina- 

*  ry  or  burdenfome  engagements  ;  it  will  appear, 
*^  I  believe,  that  we  are  not  thereby  obliged  to  do 
*^  any  thing,   but  what  we  were  by  the  nature  of 

*  things,  and  by  the  circumflances  of  the  affairs  of 

*  Europe^  obliged  to  do,  if  no  fuch  treaty  had  ever 

*  been  made.  If  this  fhould  appear,  it  will  then  be 
I  certain,  that  what  the  honourable  gentleman  was; 

*  pleafed 


A.  1734.  DEBATES.  281 

*  plcafed  to  mention,  was  not  the  true  caufe,  or  the 

*  only  foundation  of  the  treaty  ot  Vienna  ;   fo  that 

*  till  this  houfe  has  entered  into  the  confideration  of 

*  the  treaty  of  Vieyina^  and  has  found  that  the  en- 

*  gagcments  thereby  entered  into,  were  fuch  as  we 

*  ought  not  to  have  taken  upon  us,  if  there  was  any 

*  other  way  left  of  carrying  the  treaty  of  Seville  into 

*  execution,  without  entering  into  a  war  j  till  fuch 
^  time,  I  fay,  it  cannot  fo  much  as  be  pretended,  that 
'  there  is  any  connexion  between  the  letters  and  in- 
^  ftru6lions  relating  to  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of 
^  Seville^  and  the  treaty  of  Vienna^  now  refolv'd  to  be 
^  called  for  \  and  therefore,  till  that  time,  the  mo-- 
'  tion  now  before  us  cannot  be  a  proper  or  a  regular 

*  motion, 

'  Before  I  conclude.  Sir,  1  mufb  take  notice,  that 

*  the  way  which  fome  gentlemen  have  got  into,  of 
^  making  panegyrics,  and  praifing  the  minifters  for 

*  their  great  and  profound  wifdom,  by  way  of  irony 
^  at  one  time,  and  at  other  times  calling  names,  fuch 
'  as  a  cowardly  adminiftration,  a  wheeling,  fhifting 
^  minifbry ;  (though  by  the  by  I  never  undeiftood 
^  the  prefent  to  be  a  fhifting  adminiftration,  for,  as 
'  I  take  it,  the  great  quarrel  among  us  is,  that  the 
^  adminiftration  has  not  been  fhifted)  fuch  a  way, 
^  I  fay,  Sir,  is  a  method  of  fpeaking  which  very  ill 

*  becomes  any  member  of  this  houfe.  Though  I 
^  cannot  agree  with  gentlemen  who  fay,  that  this 

*  nation  is  at  prefent  in  fo  unhappy  a  fituation,  yet 

*  I  muft  grant,  that  the  affairs  of  .Ez/r^^i?  are  not  at 

*  prefent  in  a  very  happy  fituation  ;  and  if  the  errors 

*  or  mifmanagement  of  any  of  the  adminiftration 

*  here,  has  contributed  in  the  leaft  to  the  prelent 
^  pofture  of  the  affairs  of  Europe^  I  muft  think  that 

*  they  very  little  deferve  to  ferve  the  crown  :  But 
^  really,  by  fome  gentlemen's  way  of  talking,  one 

*  would  imagine  that  the  minifters  of  England  were 

*  the  minifters  of  Europe^  or  that  madnefs  and  folly 
^  reigned  at  this  court,  and  that  the  moft  profound 

'  v/ifdom 
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^  wifdom  prevailed  at  all  others :  If  any  unforefeen 

*  accidents  abroad^  if  the  ambition  of  any  foreign 
'  Prince,  or  the  mifcondudl  of  any  foreign  court, 

*  produces  any  untoward  efFedls,  or  occafions  any 
'  troubles  or  commotions  in  Europe^  the  minifters  of 

*  England  are  im.mediately  loaded  with  the  whole ; 
'  it  is  they  that  have  done  the  mifchief,  and  they 
'  mud  anfwer  for  it.     This,  Sir,  is  a  way  of  treat- 

*  ing  thofe  who  have  the  honour  to  ferve  the  crown, 
'  which  to  me  really  feems  neither  candid  nor  juft  : 

*  However,  I  fhall  trouble  you  no  farther,  but  only 
'  to  declare,  that  I  fhall  be  againft  the  motion 
.*  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  been  pleafed 
'  to  make.' 

Ur.  Ship-  William  Shippen^  Efq;    '  Sir,  as  the  honourable 

pen  s  pcecn.^  gentleman  who  fpoke  lail,  has  made  grievous  com- 

'  plaints  of  the  treatment  he  and  his  friends  receive 

^  from,  other  gentlemen,  I  am  a  good  deal  furprifed 

'  that  he  fhould  at  the  fame  time,  fall  into  that  very 

'  error  which  he  fo  much  complains  of  in  others ; 

'  for  to  fay  that  gentlemen  make  motions,  only  for 

*  the  fake  of  having   an    opportunity  to   declaim 

*  againft  thofe  m  the  adminiftration,  or  for  the  fake 
'  of  making  a  figure  in  the  votes,  is  language,  in 
'  my  opinion,  as^  unparliamentary,  and  treating  gen- 
'  tlemen  with  as  little  candour,  as  what  he  has  blam'd 

*  others  for. 

'  I  muft  fay,  Sir,  that  it  feems  to  be  a  very  dif- 
'  ficult  matter  to  know  how  to  pleafe  thofe  great 
'  men  in  the  adminiftration  ;    for  I  find  that  when 

*  any  encomiums  are  made  upon  them,  when  any 

*  thing  is  faid  in  praife  of  their  meafures,  they  im- 

*  mediately  take  it  to  be  meant  by  way  of  irony; 

*  and  if  any  gentleman  happens  to  give  them  any 

*  names  which  may  feem  to  be  a  little  harfh,  that, 
'  they  underftand  exaftly  as  it  is  fpoke,  and  com- 

*  plain  that  gentlemen  do  not  treat  them  in  a  parlia- 
^  mentary  way :    But,  Sir^  whatever  other  gentle* 

*  men 
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men  may  do,  I  am  none  of  thofe  who  have  be- 
beftow'd  panegyrics  either  upon  the  prefent  or 
upon  any  adminiftration,  and  I  hope  I  never  was, 
nor  ever  fhall  be  guilty  of  calHng  names.  Perhaps 
the  hon.  gentleman  may  didike  thofc  names, 
which  he  pretends  have  been  given  to  him  in  this 
houfe ;  whether  it  be  parliamentary  language  or 
no  I  Ihall  not  determine,  but  I  mull  tell  him,  that 
it  is  very  foft  and  pleafant  language,  v/hen  com- 
pared with  that  of  the  people  of  England:  Were 
he  to  hear  them  fpeak,  he  v/ould  hear  them  fpeak 
in  a  llile  very  different  from  that  ufed  at  court, 
or  even  in  this  houfe  •,  and  I  believe  it  would  be 
for  his  advantage,  to  give  a  little  more  attention 
to  the  plain  language  of  thofe  he  looks  on  to  be 
none  of  his  friends,  than  to  the  foothing  flatteries 
of  his  creatures  and  parafites  about  him. 
'  Sir,  gentlemen  may  make  themfelves  merry, 
but  what  I  have  faid  may,  perhaps,  when  it  is  too 
late,  be  found  to  be  true ;  and  whatever  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  and  his  friends  may  pretend  to 
think  of  the  prefent  motion,  I  muft  be  of  opinion, 
that  it  is  not  only  reafonable,  but  that  it  is  a  natu- 
ral confequence  of  what  was  immediately  before 
mov'd  and  agreed  to  •,  and  therefore  I  hope  this 
houfe  will  ad  fo  confidently  with  itfelf,  as  to 
agree  to  the  prefent  motion  iikewife.  What  in- 
formation we  may  get  from  the  papers  rnovM  for, 
with  regard  to  the  treaty  of  Vienna ^  the  gentleman 
who  has  feen  them  can  beft  tell  •,  but  as  that  treaty 
was  the  immediate  confequence  of  the  negotiations 
relating  to  the  execution  of  the  treaty  of  SeviUe^l 
muft  think  that  the  journal  of  thofe  negotiations 
will  afford  us  fome  light,  with  regard  to  that  trea- 
ty which  immediately  followed  -,  and  therefore  I 
hope  the  gentleman  will  excufe  me  for  not  taking 
it  upon  his  word,  that  the  papers  called  for,  can 
have  no  manner  of  connexion  with  the    treaty 

'  which 
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'  which  we  feem  now  refolved  to  take  into  confide- 

*  ration.' 

hir.Fuite^       p^illiam  Pulteney^  Efq;     Sir,  I  fland  up  now,  as 

*  I  have  been  obhged  to  do  upon  many  other  oc- 
^  cafions,  to  affert  the  rights  and  the  privileges  of 
'  this  houfe  •,    we  have  not  only  a  right  to  call  for 

*  what  papers  we  think  necelTary  for  our  informa- 

*  tion,  but  we  have  a  right  to  have  the  papers  fo 

*  called  for  laid  before  us.     The  hon.  gentleman  on 

*  the  floor,  feems  highly  offended  at  an  exprefTion 

*  which  dropt  from  my  hon.  friend  by  me.  I  will 
^  agree  with  him,  that  this  houfe  may  or  may  not 
'  agree  with  the  prefent,  or  with  any  other  motion 
'  that  fhall  hereafter  be  made  by  any  gentleman  in 
^  this  houfe  :  This  is  a  privilege  which  I  hope  fhall 
"^  always  be  preferved,  not  only  in  fhow  but  in  rea- 
^  lity :  I  hope  no  gentleman  fliall  ever  attain  to  fuch 
^  a  power  as  to  have  a  majority  in  this  houfe,  al- 

*  ways  ready  to  approve  of  what  he  pleafes  to  pro- 

*  pole ;  and  I  will  likewife  agree  v/ith  him  in  this, 

*  that  when  any  motion  is  rejeded  by  a  majority,  it 
'  then  becomes  an  ad:  of  the  houfe,  in  which  eveiy 
^  gentleman  muft  acquiefce ;    but  I  hope  he  will 

*  agree  with  me,  that  till  the  queflion  is  put  upon 
'  any  motion,  and  the  opinion  of  the  houfe  taken 
^  upon  it,  it  does  not  till  then  become  an  a<5l  of  the 
'  houfe:  Now,  as  no  queflion  has  yet  been  put 

*  upon  the  prefent  motion,  and  as  it  has  yet  been 
'  oppofed  only  by  thofe  who  are  immediately  con- 

*  cerned  in  the  adminiflration,  I  think  it  may  very 
'  properly  be  faid,  that  what  has  been  afked  has 
'  been  refufed  by   power^  or  at  leafl  by  thofe  in 

*  power. 
*  The  gentlemen  who  oppofed  this  motion  are 

«  forced  to  acknowledge,  that  this  houfe  has  a  power 

*  of  calling  for  what  papers  we  pleafe,  but  then, 
^  fay  they,  you  ought  not  to  oil!  for  the  papers  re- 

*  lating 
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lating  to  any  foreign  negotiation,  becaufe  all  fuch 

*  papers  mud  contain  fecrets  which  ought  not  to  be 

*  piiblifhed  to  the  world.     Is  not  this.  Sir,  faying 

*  and  unfaying  in  the  fame  breath  ?  You  may  call 
'  for  what  papers  you  pleafe,  but  you  mufl  not  call 
'  for  the  papers  relating  to  any  foreign  negotiation, 

*  becaufe  the  addrelTing  for  fuch  appears,  at  firil 

*  fight,  to  be  fuch  an  addrefs  as  his  Majefty  cannot 

*  comply  with.  Sir,  I  fay,  that  when  this  houfe 
'  finds  it  necefTary,  they  may  call  for  all  the  papers 
'  relating  to  any  negotiation  whatever,  and  may  in- 
'  fiit  upon  having  all  of  them  laid  before  the  houfe, 
^  Do  not  we  know,  that  upon  fuch  occafions  we  name 
'  a  fecret  and  fele<5t  committee,  to  infpe6t  fuch  pa- 

*  pers,  and  to  report  what  they  find  in  them  re- 
'  lating  to  the  affair  under  our  confideration ;  and  I 
'  hope.  Sir,  we  fhall  always  have  in  this  houfe  ten 
'  or  a  dozen  of  gentlemen,  as  capable  to  diflinguifh 
'  what  ought  to  be  kept  fecret,  and  as  capable  to 
'  keep  thofe  fecrets,  as  any  fecretary  or  other  mi- 
'  niiler  of  ftate,  that  is  or  ever  fhall  be  in  this  na- 
^  tion. 

*  1  am  really.  Sir,  furprlfed  to  hear  gentlemen 
'  pretend,  that  there  is  no  connexion  between  the 
^  negotiations  for  carrying  the  treaty  of  Seville  into 
'  execution,  and  the  treaty  of  Vienna  ;  when  by  that 
^  very  treaty  of  Vienna  the  treaty  of  Seville  was  ac- 
^  tually  carried  into  execution.  It  is  plain  to  the 
^  whole  world,  that  the  treaty  of  Vieitna  was  the 
'  lafl  negotiation  {zX.  on  foot  for  carrying  the  treaty 

*  of  Seville  into  execution ;  and  in  order  to  judge  of 
^  this  lafl  negotiation,  we  only  defire  to  fee  the  pa- 
'  pers  relating  to  the  preceding  negotiations,  which 
^  were  carried  on  for  that  fame  purpofe.  It  may, 
^  for  what  I  know,  be  true,  that  by  the  treaty  of 
^  Vienna  we  entered  into  no  engagements,  but  fuch 
^  as  we  were  obliged  to  by  the  nature  of  things, 
^  and  the  circumflancesof  the  affairs  o^  Europe  j  but 
'  it  muft  furely  be  granted,  that  an  exprefs  flipula- 

*  tioa 
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'  tlon  is  more  binding  than  a  natural  obligation,  and 

'  that  no  prudent  man  will  confirm   a  natural  obli- 

*  gation  by  an  exprefs  llipulation,  unlefs  he  has  fome 
'  very  good  confideration  for  fo  doing :  If  we  had 

*  entered  into  no  exprefs  engagements,  we  would 

*  have  left  ourpoflerity  in  the  fame  cafe  we  were  in 

*  ourfelves  -,    they  might  then  have  judged  as  well 

*  as  we,  by  the  nature  of  things,  and  the  circum- 
'  fiances  of  the  affairs  of  Europe,  as  they  fhould  then 
^  have  appeared  to  them  •,    but  now  they  are  pin- 

*  ned  down,  they  muft  judge  only  by  the  terms  of 

*  the  treaty  which  we  have  m.ade  for  them ;  and 

*  though  the  nature  of  things,  and  the  circum- 
'  fiances  of  Europe  fhould  be  intirely  alter'd,  it  will, 

*  without  doubt,  be  infilled  on,  that  they  ought  to 
'  perform  thofe  engagements  we  have  fubjeded  them 

*  to. 

'  The  hon.  gentleman  faid,  that  if  the  nation  was 

*  in  an  unhappy  fituation,  and  if  that  fituation  was 
'  owing  to  any  mifmanagement  at  home,  it  ought 

*  to  be  inquired  into,  and  that  on  the  foot  of  fuch 

*  an  inquiry,  he  was  ready  to  join  iflue  with  any  gen- 

*  tleman  in  this  houfe  :  On  that  foot.  Sir,  I  am  ready 
'  to  join  iffue  with  him :    To  me  there  is  nothing 

*  appears  more  certain,  than  that  we  are  in  a  moft 

*  lamentable  and  calamitous  fituation  ;  and  even  from 
'  the  lights  I  have  already,  I  am  convinced,  beyond 

*  all  doubt,  that  our  prefent  fituation  is  owing  to  the 

*  mifmanagement  of  thofe  at  home  :  It  may,  I  be- 

*  lieve,  be  proved,   to  the  fatisfadlion  of  every  un- 

*  biaffed  perfon  ;  but  I  mull  fay,  that  if  the  hon.  gen- 

*  tleman's  opinion  prevails  in  the  prefent  debate,  he 

*  is  taking  a  very  effeflual  method  to  prevent  its  be- 

*  ing  in  the  power  of  any  gentleman  to  bring  proofs 

*  of  what  I  have  now^  aflertcd :  While  he  is  poffef- 

*  fed  of  all  or  mofl  of  the  materials  neceflary  for  fuch 

*  a  proof,  it  is  an  eafy  matter  liril  to  deny  gentle- 

*  men  any  accefs  to  them,  and  then  to  throw  out  a 

*  defiance  %  but  this  will  not,  I  hopej  be  in  his  power ; 

*  I  hope 
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I  hope  the  houfe  will,  in  the  prefent  queftion, 
join  with  me  in  opinion,  that  it  is  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  us  to  have  the  papers  now  called  for  laid 
before  us. 

'  I  would  gladly  know,  how  it  is  pofTible  for  the 
Parliament  to  give  the  nation  any  relief  in  its  pre- 
fent melancholy  circumftances,  if  we  are  denied 
accefs  to  thofe  particulars  from  which  only  we  can 
know  what  our  prefent  fituation  is.  If  the  que- 
ftion fhould  come  before  us,  whether  or  no  we 
ought  to  take  any  part  in  the  prefent  war  ;  Can 
we  pafs  any  judgment  upon  fuch  a  queftion,  with- 
out firft  knowing  how  we  ftand  engaged  to  the  fe- 
veral  powers  abroad  ?  And  can  we  know  any  thing 
of  this,  without  firft  examining  the  many  treaties 
and  negotiations  which  have  been  carried  on  of 
late  years  ?  If  we  are  to  take  no  part  in  the  war, 
we  muft  provide  for  the  fafety  of  the  nation  •,  how 
can  we  do  this  properly,  and  as  it  ought  to  be 
done  ?  How  can  we  judge  of  the  efti mates  that  are 
to  be  laid  before  us  for  that  end,  without  knowing 
what  danger  the  nation  is  in  ?  And  how  can  we 
know  our  danger,  without  knowing  how  we  ftand 
with  refpe6t  to  our  foreign  alliances  and  engage- 
ments ?  For  thofe  ends,  Sir,  we  muft  have  not 
only  the  papers  now  moved  for,  but,  in  my  opi- 
nion, a  great  many  others  will  be  necefiary,  in 
order  to  give  us  thofe  lights  which  we  ought  cer- 
tainly to  have. 

'  As  I  have  faid  before.  Sir,  even  as  things  now 
appear  to  me,  all  that  has  happened  is  the  work 
of  our  own  hands  -,  the  weaknefs  of  thofe  whom 
many  already  look  upon  as  our  friends,  and  the 
ftrength  of  their  enemies,  is  all  of  our  own  doing : 
Gentlemen  were  told  of  it  at  the  time  when  thofe 
tranfadlions  were  carrying  on,  but  they  were  too 
wife  to  liften  to  advice.  When  the  whole  chain 
and  feries  of  our  management  for  feveral  years  paft, 
comes  to  be  impartially  looked  into,  what  I  now 
2  *  fay 
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'  fay  will  be  found  to  be  true :  Certain  caules  will 

*  be  found  producing  certain  effeds;  thefe  effeds 
'  afterwards  becoming  caufes,  and  producing  other 

*  effects,  till  at  lafl  v/e  have  arrived  at  the  miferable 
^  ilate  we  are  now  in  *,  but  thefe  are  matters  which 

*  I  hope  will  foon  come  to  be  more  fully  opened, 

*  and  clearly  ftated  to  this  houfe. 

'  The  hon.  gentleman  faid,  that  motions  were  of- 

*  ten  made  with  no  other  view  but  to  have  negatives 

*  put  upon  them ;  if  that  be  the  cafe,  as  to  the  pre- 

*  lent  motion,  the  gentleman  and  his  friends  may 
'  eafily  difappoint  us  of  the  negative  we  are  fup- 

*  pofed  to  expecl  \  and  I  wifh,  with  all  my  heart, 
'  that  the  gentleman  would  give  himfelf  the  plea- 
^  fure  of  difappointing  me  and  fome  other  gentle- 
'  men,  the  obliging  of  whom  did  never,  I  am  per- 
'  fuaded,  yield  him  any  great  delight. 

Jofeph  jyAnvers^  Efq;  member  for  Bramher  m 
Sujfex,  '  Sir,  I  am  intirely  againfl  your  queflion  ; 
*■  I  think  it  a  mofb  unreafonable  propofition  \  and  I 

*  muft  fay,  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  al- 
'  together  as  right  and  as  dutiful  in  us,  to  addrefs 
'  his  Majelly  to  bring  his  cabinet,  with  all  the  papers 

*  in  it,  and  lay  it  upon  the  table,  or  upon  the  floor 
'  of  this  houfe,  to  be  perufed  by  the  members.  An 

*  honourable   gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  but  one, 

*  talked  of  the  language  of  the  people  of  England^ 

*  and  feem'd  to  infinuate,  as  if  they  abufed  and  railed 

*  at  the  miniilry.  As  to  that.  Sir,  I  have  been, 
'  fince  laft  felTion,  in  feveral  counties  of  England^ 

*  and  have  converfed  with  people  of  different  par- 

*  ties,  and  I  never  heard  any  man  reproach  the  mi- 

*  niftry  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  feemed  all  to  think, 

*  that  the  only  difpute  among  us  here  was,  who 

*  Ihould  be  minifter  -,  and  as  this  is  a  difpute  which 

*  the  generality  of  the  people  of  England  are  no  way 
'  concerned  in^  gentlemen  are  much  miftaken,  if 

!  they 
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*  they  imagine  that  the  people  of  England  trouble 
I  their  heads  about  it.* 

The  queflion  was  then  put  upon  the  motion, 
and  upon  a  divifion  carried  in  the  negative,  195 
to  104. 

On  Friday  the  2^th.o^  January^  Samuel  Sa'/?Jys,}'^^^'^'^^.^ot 
Efq;  flood  up,  and  fpoke  to  the  following  effed,  ^'^  ""  "" 
viz,  '  Sir,  as  we  have  been   told,  not  only  upon 

*  the  occafion  of  our  addrefs  in  anfwer  to  his  Ma- 
^  jelly's  fpeech  from  the  throne,  but  have  likewife 

*  heard,  from  gentlemen  in  a  late  debate,  that  the 

*  principal  caufes  of  the  war  now  carrying  on  in  Eu- 

*  rope^  proceeded  from  thofe  ob  ft  ructions  which  were 
^  thrown  in  the  way  at  the  late  ele6lion  of  a  King  of 
^  Poland ;  I  fhall  therefore  beg  leave  to  move,  that 
'  an  humble  addrefs  fhould  be  prefented  to  his 
'  Majefty,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
'  give  diredlion,  that  the  feveral  inftrudions  to  Mr. 

*  Woodward^  his  Majefty's  minifter  in  Poland^  in  the 
'  year  1729,  Ihould  be  laid  before  the  houfe. 

'  It  is  very  well  known.  Sir,  that  the  late  King 

*  of  Poland  was  at  that  time  in  a  bad  ftate  of  health, 
'  fo  bad  that  even  his  life  was  defpair'd  of,  and  there- 
'  fore  we  need  not  doubt,  but  that  there  were  fome 

*  meafures  then  laid  down  for  regulating,  or  at  lead 
'  influencing  the  eledion  of  a  new  King :    As  we 

*  had  a  minifler  there  at  that  time,  it  is  as  little  to 
*'  be  doubted,  but  that  we  were  at  leaft  confulted, 

*  perhaps,  by  all  parties  concerned  ;  we  had  a  right 

*  to  intermeddle,  becaufe  there  are,  I  believe,  fome 

*  treaties  fubfifting  between  us  and  the  republic  of 

*  Poland'^   and  we  were  certainly  inrerefted  in  that 

*  great  event,  becaufe  of  the  extenfive  trade  carried  on 

*  by  our  fubjefe  in  that  fruitful  kingdom. :  'Tis  true, 

*  the  then  King  of  Poland  happen' d  to  live  for  a  few 

*  years  after  -,  but  it  is  probable  that  the  meafures 

*  then  agreed  gn  were  much  ih^  faaie  with  thofe 
Vol.  XL  U  '  which 
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'  which  have  been  fince  purfued  ;  or  at  lea  ft  that 
^  the  mealures  then  concerted,  very  much  influenced 
'  fome  of  thofe  meafures  which  have  been  fince  car- 
'  ried  into  execution :  For  this  reafon  I  fhould  be 
'  glad  to  fee,  and  I  think  it  is  abfolutely  neceflary 
«  for  this  houfe  to   fee  the   inftrudions  at  leaft, 

*  that  were  fent  to  our  minifters  at  that  time,  before 

*  we  can  determine  any  thing  as  to  the  flate  in 
<  which  we  ftand  at  prefent,  wnth  refpe6l  to  the 
'  war  now  unhappily  begun  in  Eurofe^  and  there- 

*  fore  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  make  you  this  mo- 

*  tion,  which  I  hope  the  houfe  will  agree  to/ 

This  motion  being  feconded  by  Mr.  Chetwindy 
there  enfued  upon  it  a  debate,  in  which  the  following 
gentlemen  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows,  viz. 

]}lwK^^'         He?iry  Pelham^  Efq;    '  Sir,  the  motion  now  made 

fpeech.       '  by  the  worthy  gentleman,  can,  in  my  opinion,  bear 

'  but  a  very  fhort  debate.  For  my  own  part,  I  real« 

*  ly  think  it  a  moft  improper  motion,  nor  can  I  ap- 
'  prehend  what  the  gentleman  means  by  going  fa 
'  far  back  as  the  year  1729.     I  do  not  indeed  re- 

*  member  any  thing  of  the  King  of  P^tei's  bad  ftate 
'•  of  health  at  that  time  ;  but  let  that  be  as  it  will,  it 
'  is  certain,  that  if  he  was  then  indifpofed,  he  reco- 

*  vered  of  that  indifpofition,  and  did  live  for  a  long 

*  time  after  in  a  ftate  of  perfedb  health  ;  and  even 

*  when  he  did  die,  I  believe  it  will  be  granted,  that^ 

*  but  a  very  few  days  before  his  death  happened,  he 

*  was  in  as  good  a  ftate  of  health,  and  as  likely  to 
'  live  as  moft  men  of  his  age  in  Europe.  . 

'I  wifh.  Sir,  as  has  been  wilhed  in  a  former  de- 
'  bate,  that  gentlemen  would  be  fo  candid  as  to  de- 

*  clare  what  they  really  intend  by  fuch  motions  as 

*  they  have  made  of  late  :  If  they  would  once  fairly 

*  tell  what  they  m.ean,  we  might  form  fome  judg- 

*  ment,  whether  what  they  afked  for  was  neceflary 

'  for* 
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*  for  attaining  the  ends  they  propofe,  and  in  that 
'  cafe,  if  any  thing  necelTary  or  reafonablc  fliould 
'  be  refufed  them,  they  would  then  have  fome  juil 
^  ground  of  complaint  ;  but  thus  to  move,  day 
*'  after  day,  for  all  letters,  all  inllruclions,  fenttohis 

*  Majefly's  miniflers  at  the  feveral  courts  of  Europe 
'  in  general,  is  a  method  of  proceeding  altogether 
'  new  in  this  houfe  ;  and  if  thefe  motions  were  com- 
'  plied  v/ith,  I  can  fee  nothing  they  could  poliibly 

*  tend  to,  but  to  the  increafing  of  thofe  troubles 
'  and  commotions  which  are  already  begun  in  Eii- 
'  rope :  This  would,  as  I  take  it,  be  one  of  the  cer- 

*  tain  confequences  of  the  motion  now  made  to  us, 
'  and  therefore,  as  a  perfon  no  way  concern'd  in  the 
'  adminiftration,  but  as  a  member  of  this  houfe,  I 

*  fhall  heartily  give  my  negative  to  tho.  queftion. 

Horatio  Walpole^  Efq-,    '  Sir,  after  what  1  u.s  been -•Jjj,^^''^^^^!^ 
^  faid  by  my  honourable  friend,  it  may,  perhaps, 

*  be  thought,  that  I  give  both  this  houfe  and  myfelf 
^  unnecefTary  trouble,  in  urging  any  thing  farther 
'  againfl  the  queftion  now  before  us.  If  we  fnould 
'  agree  to  this  motion,  it  would,  in  my  opinion,  be 

*  fhewing  a  very  great  difrefpe6l  to  his  Majefty  ;  for 

*  as  his  Majefty  has,  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne, 

*  affured  us,  that  he  had  no  ftiare  in  thofe  meafures 
<  which  have  occafioned  the  prefent  war,  other  than 
'  by  his  good  offices ;  and  as  this  motion,  if  it  means 

*  any  thing,  means  to  infmuate,  that  his  Majefty 
'  has  had  a  fhare  in  the  late  tranfadions  relating  to 
'  the  eledlion  of  a  King  of  Poland  •,  cur  agreeing  to 

*  it,  would  plainly  be,  to  tell  his  Majefty  that  we 
'  fufpe6t  he  has  had  a  very  great  ftiare  in  thofe  mea- 

*  fures  which  gave  occafion  to  the  prefent   war ; 

*  and  therefore.    Sir,    I   muft   fay,    that  I  have  a 

*  better  opinion  of  this  houfe,  than  to  beheve 
'  that  they  will  ever  agree  to  a  motion  lb  in- 
f  confiftent  with  that  duty  and  refped,  which  we 

U  2  '  have 
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'  have  exprefled  in  our  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Ma- 
'  jefly. 

'  There  are  feme  ^gentlemen,  Sir,  who  feem  to 
'  have  laid  it  down  as  a  principle,  that  every  thing 
'  that's  v/rong,  happen  in  what  corner  of  Europe  it 
'  will,  muft  be  owing  to  the  mifmanagement  of  the 
'  minifters  of  Great  Britain^  and  thofe  gentlemen  do 
'  all  they  can  to  perfuade  other  people  to  think  in 
'  the  fame    manner ;    but  to  imagine,  that  if  any 

*  wrong  fleps  have  been  made  by  any  power  in  Eu- 

*  rope^  with  regard  to  the  election  of  a  King  of  Po- 
'  land^  they  mud  be  owing  to  the  mifcondu6l  of  our 

*  minifters,  or  to  imagine,  that  any  inftru6tions  given 
'  to  our  minifter  in  Poland  in  tht  yea.r  1729,  can 
'  have  any  relation  to  what  has  lately  happened  either 

*  in  that  or  any  other  kingdom  in  Europe,  has  really 

*  feme  thing  fo  ridiculous  in  it,  that  I  can  hardly  be- 

*  lieve  the  gentleman  was  in  earneft,  when  he  made 
*-  the  motion.  PVom  fuch  motions  it  may  be  exped:- 
'  ed,  that  in  a  few  days  fome  gentleman  will  rife  up, 

*  and  move  for  the  inftrudions  fent  to  the  LordX^';^- 

*  nowle,  at  Conftantinople,  in  order  to  prove  from 
'  them,  that  the  defeat  given  to  the  Bajhaw  'Topal 

*  Ofinan,   by  the  Per/tan   general  Kouli  Katty  was 

*  owing  to  the  miniftry  here. 

*  The  fame  gentlemen  have  of  late  pretended  to 

*  be  very  artful  and  dextrous,  not  only  in  difcovering 
'  the  hidden  caufes  of  things  paft,  but  in  prophefy- 
^  ing  and  foretelling  future  events.     I  have  lately 

*  feen  a  pamphlet,  which  was,  I  fuppofe,  wrote  by 
'  one  of  thofe  prophetic  gentlemen ;  but  I  am  afraid 
'  they,  like  all  other  falfe  prophets,  will  very  foon 

*  come  to  lofe  credit,  even  among  thofe  who  are  at 

*  prefent  their  moft  implicit  believers.  When  any 
'  event  has  adlually  come  to  pafs,  they  cry,  O  !  this 

*  we  told  you  long  ago,  and  thus  they  pretend  to 
^  have  foretold  every  great  event  that  has  lately  hap-* 
<  pened  in  Europe ;  but  I  would  gladly  afk  them, 
I  where  or  when  any  of  them  have  prophefied,  what 

^  potentate, 
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'  potentate,  or  in  what  manner  any  potentate,  would 

*  interfere  in  the  ele6lion  of  a  King  of  Poland? 

*  Have  any  of  them  prophefied  that  the  King  of 
^  Sardinia  would  grant  a  paffage  to  the  French  troops, 
'  through  his  territories,  to  Italy^   or  did  they  pro- 

*  phefy,  that  he  would  join  with  France  in  declaring 
'  war  againft  the  emperor  ?  Have  any  of  them  pro- 
«  phefied,  that  the  two  flrong  forts  of  Milan  and 
'  Pizzighitone^    that    might  have   been  reafonably 

<  fuppofed  to  have  held  out  a  fiege  of  five  or  fix 
«  months,  fhould  have  been  taken  in  a  few  weeks  ? 
«  In  fhort.  Sir,  they  have  pretended  to  foretel  every 

<  thing,   and  have  really  foretold   nothing  ;    but 

<  this  being  a  digreffion  from  the  queflion,  I  fliall 
6  fay  no  more  about  it.  As  to  the  motion  it  Mi^ 
«  it  appears  to  me  in  fuch  an  odd  light,  that  I  dare 

<  fay,  the  gentleman  who  made  it,  when  he  con- 
c  fiders  better  of  it,  will  rather  withdraw  it,  than 
c  have    it  fland  in   the  votes   of  this   houfe  ;    if 

<  he  does  not,  I  fhall  certainly  give  my  negative  to 

<  it. 

Sir  Charles  Wager,     *  Sir,  the  honourable  gen- sir  a.^rk* 
'  tleman  who  fpoke  laft  having  mention'd  pamph-  [psS.* 

*  lets,  brings  to  my  mind,  that  I  have  lately  feen 

*  one,  which  I  believe  I  fhould  not  have  read,  had 

*  I  not  been  told  that  my  name  was  mentioned  in 

*  it.  *Tis  true,  that  about  the  times  mention'd  in 
'  that  pamphlet,  wc  were  obliged  to  fit  out  fome 

*  fquadrons  of  men  of  war  ;  and  though  I  thought 
'  myfelf  then  old  enough  to  be  laid  afide,  yet  I 
'  had  the  honour  to  be  appointed,  by  his  Majefly, 
'  commander  of  fome  of  them  :  With  one  of  thofe 

*  fquadrons  I  failed  to  the  Baltic^  for  the  relief  of 
'  Sweden^  which  was  then  in  a  very  dangerous  fitua- 

*  tion,   the  Mufcovites  having  then  a  large  fqua- 

*  dron  at  fea,  with  which  they  were  plundering  and 
^  ravaging  their  coafts^,  at  the  fame  time  that  they 

U  3  ^  were 
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'  were  attacking  them  with  a  numerous  army  by 
'  land.     The  very  news  of  our  fitting  out  fuch  a 

*  fquadron  for  the  Baltic  had  fo  good  an  efFe6l, 

*  that  before  I  had  arrived  at  Stockholm^  the  Muf- 
«  covites  had  agreed  to  conckide  a  peace  with  Swe- 
'  den^  upon  reafonable  terms,  fo  that  when  I  came 

*  to  Stockholm^  I  was  told  by  the  court,  that  they 

*  had  no  farther  occafion   for  our  fleet;    but  the 

*  fright  that  the  poor  people  were  in,  upon  all  the 

*  parts  of  that  coafl:,  which  I  touched  at,  and  the 

*  joy  they  expreffed  upon  the  feeing  our  fleet, 
'  was  a  plain  demonilration  of  the  danger  they 
'  thought  themi elves  in. 

'  I  went  afterwards.  Sir,  to  the  coafl:s  of  Spain^ 

*  with  another  fquadron,  where  I  cruiz'd  and  look'd 

*  out  with  all  poflible  care  for  the  SpaniJJj  flotilla, 

*  then  expeded  home  ;  they,  indeed,  had  the  good 
'  fortune  to  efcape  me,  but  if  the  gentleman  who 

*  wrote  that  pamphlet  knew  the  place  I  was  obli- 
'  ged  to   cruize  in,    and  the  only  place   I  could 

*  properly  cruize  in,  for  the  intercepting  of  the 

*  Flotilla^  and  if  he  knew  the  great  feas  that  roll 

*  there  in  the  winter  time,  he  would  not  have  had 

*  occafion  for  long  nights,  or  foggy  weather,  as  a 

*  reafon  for  my  having  miffed  meeting  with  the  Flo- 
'  tilla ;  he  would  have  known,  that  at  that  time  of 

*  the  year  they  might  have  paflTed  even  within  my 

*  view,  without  its  being  in  my  power  either  to 

*  come  up  with  them,  or  to  fire  a  gun  at  them  :  But 

*  gentlemen  often  cenfure  other  people's  adlions,  be- 

*  caufe  they  know  nothing  of  the  matter,  and  are 
'  quite  ignorant  of  many  circumflances  which  are 
^  necelTary  to  be  known,  before  they  can  form  a 

*  right  judgment  about  what  they  take  upon  them 
'  to  criticife. 

'  I  have.  Sir,  ferved  as  an  oiHcer  in  the  navy, 

*  ever  fince  the  revolution,    and,  I  hope,  I  have 

*  hitherto  ferved  without  the  leaft  reproach  :  I  am 

*  fure  I  have  always  endeavoured  to  fervemy  coun- 

2  'try 


A.  1734.  DEBATES.  295 

*  try  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power ;  and  therefore  I 

*  hope  gentlemen  will  take  care  not  to  throw  any 

*  reliedions  upon  my  condudl.  But  fome  people 
'  leem  to  think,  that,  with  our  fquadrons,  we  may 

*  do  whatever  we  pleafe,  and  that,  if  a  fquadron  is 

*  fitted  out  we  mufl  fight,  whether  there  be  any  oc- 

*  cafion  for  it  or  no  ;  I  believe  they  think  that,  with 

*  the  lafl  fquadron  we  had  at  Spitheed^  we  ought  to 
'  have  fought  the  Dutch ^  who  came  and  joined  us, 

*  rather  than  not  to  have  fought  at  all ;  but  furely 
'  this,  as  it  is  a  very  monflrous  opinion,  cannot  be 
'  a  general  opinion  :  We  may  perhaps  this  year  fit 
'  out  a  fquadron,  and  poflibly  they  too  may  go  no 
^  farther  than  Spithead^  they  certainly  will  not,  un- 
'  lefs  there  be  a  necellity  for  proceeding  farther ;  but 
'  when  all  our  neighbours  are  fitting  out  fquadrons, 
^  and  making  great  military  preparations,  it  would 
'  furely  be  very  imprudent  in  us,  not  to  put  our^ 
'  felves  at  leaft.in  a  poflure  of  defence. 

William  Pulteney^  Efq;     ^  Sir,  I  am  very  apt  toJJ^^^^'^j^ 
'  believe,  my  honourable  friend  over  the  way,  who 
'  made  you   this  motion,  was  very  ferious,  as  he 
'  always  is  in  every  motioa  he  makes  in  this  houfe. 

•  The   reafon  he  gave  for  his  motion  was  a  very 

•  flrong  one,  fo  llrong  that  it  has  not  as  yet  met 

•  with  any  anfwer  -,  for  if  it  fliould  appear,  that  we, 

•  at  the  time  he  mentions,  concerted  meafures  in  con- 

•  jundlion  with  other  powers,  for  regulating  or  in- 

•  fiuencing  the  next  election  of  a  King  of  Poland, 
'  and  that  the  plan  then  laid  down  has  been  fince 

•  purfu'd,  thefe  inflruclions  will  certainly  inform  us, 
'  and  from  thence  we  may  know  a  little  more  of  our 

•  prefent  fituation  than  we  do  at  prefent :  But  I  find, 
'  Sir,  if  the  opinion  of  fome  gentlemen  prevail,  we 
:  are  to  have  no  information  at  all ;  and  in  that  cafe, 
;  how  we  can  anfwer  his  Majefly's  expedlations,  who 
t  defires  our  advice  and  alTiflance,  I  leave  to  every 
f  gentleman  to  judge, 

U  4  !  The 
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«  The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  but 
one,  talked  of  prophecies,  and  ailced,  what  thofe 
prophets  had  prophefied  •,  had  they,  faid  he,  pro« 
phefied  this  ?  or  had  they  prophefied  that  ?  What 
prophets  or  prophefies  he  means,  I  do  not  know ; 
but  I  may  fay,  that  without  any  great  fpirit  of 
prophecy,  the  moment  you  feparated  the  courts  of 
Vienna  and  Spain^  every  thing  that  has  fince  hap- 
pened, might  have  been  eafily  foretold.  The 
gentleman  likewife  talked  of  pamphlets:  I  Sir, 
have  likewife  feen  a  pamphlet,  lately  pubhfh'd, 
and  whether  from  the  ftile  it  is  wrote  in,  or  the 
perplexity  in  the  way  of  thinking,  which  is  dif- 
covered  in  every  part  of  it,  I  think  I  can  be  al- 
m.oft  certain  as  to  the  author  of  it.  (Flere  he  gave 
a  defcription  of  the  perfon  he  fuppofed  to  be  the 
author  of  it.)  The  whole  of  this  line  performance 
refults  in  this.  That  the  nation  is  in  a  very  bad 
fituation  ;  fom.ething  muft  be  done,  but  what  is  to 
be  done,  the  author  does  not  know  :  If  we  do  one 
thing,  we  are  ftill  in  the  fame  fituation  we  were 
before,  perhaps  worfe ;  if  we  do  another  thing,  our 
cafe  will  ftill  be  the  fame :  In  fhort,  he  at  laft  leaves 
us  in  the  fame  wretched  condition  he  found  us  ; 
upon  which,  Sir,  I  muft  fuppofe  this  cafe :  Sup- 
pofe  a  phyfician  to  have  a  patient  for  fome  time 

•  under  his  hands  ;  the  patient  lingers  and  decays, 
'  and  at  laft  finds  himfelf  in  fo  low  and  weak  a  con- 

•  dition,  that  he  begins  to  defpair  ;  the  phyfician  is 
'  fent  for,  the  patient  complains,  and  afks  what  muft 
'  be  done  ?  The  dodlor  anfwers  gravely,  Sir,  you 
'  are  indeed  in  a  very  bad  ftate  :  There  are  but  two 
^  or  three  ways  of  treating  your  diftemper,  and  I 
^  am  afraid  neither  of  them  will  do  ;  a  vomit  may 

*  throw  you  into  convulfions,  and  kill  you  at  once  ; 
"^  a  purge  may  give  you  a  diarrhea,  which  would  cer-* 
^  tainly  carry  you  off  in  a  ftiort  time ;  and  to  bleed 

*  youj  Sir,  I  have  already  bled  you  fo  much,  and  fo 
J  often,  that  you  can  bear  it  no  longer :  In  fuch  4 

«  fituation 
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'  fituation  would  not  the  patient  probably  exclaim 

'  againft  his  do6lor,  and  fay.  Sir,  you  have  a;w  a/s 

'  pretended  to   be  a  regular  phyfician,  but  I  have 

'  found  you  to  be  an  arrant  quack  -,  I  had  an  excel- 

*  lent  conltitution  when  I  came  firfl  into  your  hands, 
'  but  you  have  quite  defhroyed  it ;  and  now  1  find 
'  I  have  no  other  chance  for  faving  of  my  life,  but 
'  by  the  calling  for  the  help  of  fome  regular  phyfi- 

*  fians, 

'  But,  Sir,  to  be  altogether  ferious,  for  the  fubjedl 
^  is  really  of  a  very  ferious  nature  •,  if  gentlemen 
'  have  a  mind  to  do  fomething  for  the  fafety  of  the 

*  nation  in  our  prefent  melancholy  circumfbances,and 

*  ferioully  to  afk  the  advice  and  alTiflance  of  Par- 
'  liament,  thofe  things  that  areneceflary  for  our  in- 

*  formation,  muft  not  be  denied:  Their  being  refu- 
'  fed  by  a  majority,  which  feems  to  be  almoft  the 
'  only  argument  urged  by  gentlemen  who  oppofe 
'  thefe  motions,  will  not  have  any  weight  with  the 

*  nation  ;  gentlemen,  it  is  true,  mufb  acquiefce  in 
'  what  is  done  by  the  majority,  but  it  will  not  have 
^  ail  that  force  without  doors,  as  fome  may  imagine. 
'  I  know.  Sir,  it  is  not  allowable  to  fay  any  thing 

*  againft  what  is  done  by  a  majority  of  this  houfe  •, 
*•  but  there  are  certain  methods  of  fpeaking,  which 

*  are  not  againft  order,  and  which  might,  notwith- 
'  ftanding,  make  gentlemen  ^Q.t\^  that  an   anfwer 

*  could  be  given,    even  to  that  unanfwerable  argu- 

*  ment  of  its  having  been  done  by  a  majority. 

'  I  have  known.  Sir,  in  former  Parliaments,  moft 

*  fcandalous  things  done  by  a  corrupt  majority  -,  any 
'  thing's  being  done  or  refolved  upon  by  a  majority 

*  even  of  this  houfe,  will  not  make  it  right,  nor  con- 
'  vince  the  nation  that  it  is  fo  :   We  know.  Sir,  what 

*  opinion  the  whole   nation   had   of  that  wicked 

*  fcheme,  which  was  before  us  laft  feflion  •,  we  know 
'  what  abhorrence  they  ftill  have  of  it,  and  of  many 

*  of  thofe  who  voted  for  it ;  and  yet  that  fcheme,  to 

*  ufe  an  honourable  perfon*3  own  words,  wasattend- 

I  '  ed 
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*  ed  v/ith  a  majority  in  every  divifion  ;  but  this  is 
'  foreign  to  the  queilion,  I  only  mention  it  to  fhew 

*  how  unfaiily  that  argument  of  a  majority  is  urged 
'  by  thofe  of  the  other  fide. 

'  In  a  late  debate,  Sir,  gentlemen  found  fault  with 
'  the  queftion  then  moved,  becaufe  of  its  being  too 
'  general :  They  defired  that  we  would  be  a  little 
'  more  particular,  and  lay  our  finger  upon  fome  pa- 

*  per  or  papers  relating  to  fome  particular  tranfac- 

*  tion,  which  might  give  us  the  information  we  de- 
'  fired,  with  refpe(ft  to  our  prefent  fituation  :  The 

*  ele6lion  of  a  King  of  Poland^  and  the  meafures 
^  that  have  been  taken  by  certain  powers  for  influ- 
'  encing,  or  rather  for  dire61:ing  that  ele6tion,  have 
^  been  owned-upon  ail  hands,  to  have  been  what  has 
^  given  rife  to  iht  prefent  troubles  in  Europe  ;  and 
'  DOW  when  the  particular  inftru6lions  relating  to 
'  that  particular  affair,  which  were  fent  to  our  mi- 
'  nifter  at  that  court,  only  for  one  year,  and  that  too 
'  feveral  years  ago,  are  moved  for,  ftill  we  are  told 
'  by  the  fame  gentlemen,  you  are  not  particular  e- 
'  nough,  your  dem.ands  are  unreafonable  ;  afk  but 
^  what  is  reafonable,  and  we  will  give  it  you,  pro- 
'  vided  the  majority  agree  to  it :  At  this  rate  it  is 
'  impofiible  for  Gentlemen  who  are  intirely  ignorant 

*  of  our  late  foreign  tranfa6lions,  to  alk  for  any 
'  thing ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  prefumed,  that  any  man 

*  can  af]<:  for  any  particular  paper,  from  which  this 

*  houfe  could  get  a  proper  Information,  even  as  to 

*  any  particular  tranfadlion,  unlefs  he  knew  very 
^  exadily  the  whole  feries  of  that  tranfaflion,  and  all 
'  the  other  tranfa6lions  relating  to  it. 

*  The  honourable  gentleman  by  me  has  been  plea- 

*  fed  to  declare  his  willingnefs  to  enter  into  the  moft 
<  ftrid  inquiry  -,  and  for  that  purpofe,  has  promifed 
'  a  great  deal  of  condefcenfion,  as  to  the  laying  be- 
'  fore  the  houfe  whatever  papers  might  be  thought 

*  neceflary  for  their  Information  >  but  what  has  all 

*  this 
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^  this  come  to  ?  Why,  he  and  the  Majority,  have  con- 

*  defcended  to  give  us  a  treaty,  which  has  long  ago 
^  been  in  print,  and  pubhfhed  in,  I  believe,  mod  of 

*  the  countries  in  Europe.  I  muft  fay.  Sir,  that  fuch 
'  treatment  is  intolerable  •,  I  do  not  know  what  name 
'  to  give  it  J    but  J  fliall  avoid  giving  names  :    I 

*  would  not  willingly  fling  the  firft  fcone,  but  if 
'  any  ftone  be  flung  at  me,  I  fliall  ahvays  be  ready 
'  to  fling  it  back  again.' 

Horatio  Walpole.      '  Sir,  The  honourable  ffentle- ^ff^^^'^^V" 

*  man  who  ipoke  lair,  ended  his  ipeech,  with  laying, 
'  that  he  would  not  willingly  fling  the  firfl:  fbone  ; 

*  but  it  feems  he  had  then  forgot  what  he  had  faid 

*  but  a  very  little  before,  by  which,  if  he  did  not 
'  fing  a  fl:one,  he  at  leaft,  in  my  opinion,  threw  a 
'  very  great  pebble  at  the  v/hole  houfe  :  After  having 
'  told  us,  that  it  v/as  not  allowable  to  fay  any  thing 

*  againft  what  was  done  by  the  majority  of  this 

*  houfe,   he  faid,  that  there  v/ere,  notwithflanding 

*  fome  methods  of  fpeaking,  which  were  not  againft 
'  order,  and  by  which  gentlemen  might  be  made 
«  to  feel,  that  an  anfwer  might  be  given  to  what  the 

*  majority  had  thought  unanfwerable  ;  then  he  talk- 
'  ed  of  fcandalous  things  having  been  done  in  for- 
'  mer  Parliaments  by  a  corrupt  majority  :  Now, 
«  Sir,  I  would  be  glad  to  knov/  how  this  houfe  can 
'  feel  any  thing  that  is  faid  of  former  Parhaments, 
*•  unlefs  it  be  meant,  that  the  prefent  Parliament  is 
«  of  the  fame  nature  with  the  former  Parliaments 

<  talked  of:  This,  Sir,  as  I  have  faid,  feems  to  be 

<  a  very  great  pebble  thrown  at  the  whole  houfe ; 
'  befides  the  dirt  he  had  before  flung  at  the  fuppofed 
'  author  of  a  pamphlet  lately  publiilied,  whom  lie 
«  took  care  to  defcribe  fo  particularly,    that,  I  be- 

*  lieve  every  gentleman  thinks,  the  author,  or  at 
«  leafl;  the  fuppofed  author  of  that  pamphlet,  is  now 
'  fpeaking  to  you  \  but  I  can  freely  declare,  that  I 
^  am  not  the  author  of  it  j  I  have  indeed  read  it, 

'  and 
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*  and  I  believe  the  greatefl  quarrel  that  gentleman 
'  and  his  friends  have  with  it,  is,  that  they  do  not 
'  know  how  to  anfwer  it. 

'  The  honourable  e;entleman  likewife  mentioned 
'  the  cafe  of  a  patient  and  his  phyfician  ;  but  I  leave 

*  the  world  to  judge,  who  moft  deferve  the  appel- 

*  lation  of  qiiacks ;  they  who  have  the  proper  de- 

*  grees,    and   pradife   in    a  regular  manner,     or 

*  that  gentleman's  friends  who  have  been  for  fome 

*  years  paft  difperfmg  their  quack  bills  round  the 
'  country,  exclaiming  againft  all  thofe  in  the  regular 
'  pra6lice,  and  endeavouring  to  perfuade  people  in 

*  good  health,  that  they  are  in  a  dangerous  condition; 
'  and  that  if  they  do  not  immediately  difcharge  all 

*  their  regular  phyficians,  and  fwallow  their  quack 

*  powders,  they  mufl  inevitably  perifli. 

'  But,  Sir,  to  be  ferious,  as  the  gentleman  faid, 

*  upon  this  fubjedl,  tho'  I  cannot  think  that  the  fub- 
'  jed:  now  before  us  is  fo  ferious,  as  he  would  repre- 

*  fent ;  if  thofe  gentlemen  w^ould  fairly  and  openly 

*  enter  into  the  confideration  of  the  flate  of  the  na- 
'  tion,  I  will  defy  that  gentleman,  or  any  other  gen- 
'  tleman  to  Ihew,  that  thofe  in  the  adminiflration 
'  have  adled  any  part,  or  entered  into  any  meafures, 
'  but  what  were,  at  the  time  they  were  tranfadbed, 
'  the  mxofi:  confident  with  the  interefh  of  Greai  Bri- 
'  tain^  of  any  that  could  then  be  thought  of,  or  en- 
*-  tered  into.  Gentlemen  may  give  to  the  prefent 
'  admiiniftration,  the  name  of  a  fhifting  adminiftra- 
:  tion ;  gentlemen  may  fay,  that  they  have  wheeled 

*  about  from  court  to  court,  but  upon  inquiry  it  will 
^  appear,  that  they  have  never  fhifted  or  wheeled, 

*  but  when  the  intereil  of  their  country  required  it ; 

*  and  that  if  there  has  been  any  fhifting  or  wheel- 
'  ing,  it  was  always  owing  to  a  change  of  the  mea- 

*  fures  at  other  courts :     As  Jong  as  any  power  in 

*  friendfhip  or  alliance  with  us,  continued  to  adt  a- 

*  greeably  to  the  intereil  of  Great  Britain,  fo  Jong 
^;  we  continued  firm  to  them  j  but  when  any  of  them 
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*  began  to  enter  into  meafures  which  were  diredlly 

*  oppofite  to  our  intereft,  we  then  likewife  changed 
'  our  meafures,  and  had  recourfe  to  other  powers, 

*  who,  from  that  moment,  became  our  more  natural 
'  aUies :  This,  Sir,  has  been  the  method  always  ob- 

*  ferved  by  thofe  in  the  adminiftration  ;  but  I  know 

*  who  they  are,  who  have  fhifted  and  wheeled  with 

*  quite  another  view  than  that  of  the  intereft  of 

*  Great  Britain ;   when  we  were  in  friendfhip  with 

*  France^  they  were  caballing  with  the  miniftersand 

*  agents  of  the  Emperor  -,  when  the  face  of  affairs 
'  changed,  and  our  friendfhip  with  the  Emperor  was 

*  reflored,  they  then  caballed  with  the  minifters  and 

*  agents  o^  France  \  and  thus  they  have  been  always 
'  in  the  greatefl  friendfhip  with  thofe  who  have  been 
'  moft  at  enmity  with  their  native  country. 

'  In  fhort.  Sir,  I  find  that  thofe  gentlemen  who 
'  call  themfelves  patriots,  have  laid  this  down  as  a 
'  fix'd  principle,  that  they  mufl  always  oppofe  thofe 
'  meafures,  which  are  refolved  on  by  the  King's 
'  minifters,  andconfequentiy  muft  always  endeavour 
^  to  fhew,  that  thofe  meafures  are  wrong ;  and  this, 
'  Sir,  I  take  to  be  the  only  reafon,  why  they  have 
'  been  as  yetfo  filent  as  to  a  certain  fubje(5l,  in  which 
'  the  intereft  of  their  country  is  very  much  con- 

*  cern'd :  Their  language  at  prefent  is,  as  I  fuppofe, 
'  do  not  let  us  declare  our  opinion  ;  let  us  wait  till 

*  we  know  what  part  the  miniftry  takes,  and  then  let 
'  us  endeavour  to  fhew,  that  they  ought  to  have  afled 
'  quite  otherwife  :  If  I  may  be  allow 'd  to  ufe  a  low 

*  fimile,  they  treat  the  miniftry  in  the  fame  way  as 

*  I  am  treated  by  fome  gentlemen  of  my  acquain- 

*  tance,  with  refped  to  my  drefs ;  if  I  am  in  plain 
«  cloaths,  they  then  fay,  I  am  a  flovenly  dirty  fel- 

*  low ;  and  if  by  chance  I  have  on  a  fuit  of  cloaths 

*  with  fome  lace  upon  them,  they  cry,  what,  Ihall 

*  fuch  an  aukward  fellow  wear  fine  cloaths  ?  So  that 

*  no  drefs  I  can  appear  in,  can  poflibly  pleafe  them. 
J  But  tQ  conclude.  Sir,  the  cafe  of  the  nation  under 

'  the 
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«  the  prefent  adminifbration,  has  been  the  fame  with 
'  what  it  always  has  been,  and  always  mufl  be;  for 
«  to  ufe  another  fimile,  which  my  worthy  friend 

*  over  the  way,  whom  I  have  in  my  eye,  will  un- 
<  derftand  :   As  long  as  the  wind  v/as  fair  and  proper 

*  for  carrying  us  to  our  defigned  port,  the  word 

*  was  fteddy -ileddy ;  but  when  the  wind  began 

'  to  fhifc  and  change,  the  word  came  then  necef- 
'  farily  to  be,  thus        'thus,  and  no  nearer..' 

Sir  IVill'iam  Wyndham  feood  up  next ;  whereupon 
Mr.  Speaker  got  up,  and  faid.  That  gentlemen  had 
fo  much  run  away  from  xkit  queftion  in  debate,  that, 
before  he  began,  he  would  beg  leave  to  read  the 
sir  miihm  queftion.  Then  Sir:  JVilliam  y^tnt  on,  '  I  fhall  take 
fpS!"'^  '  care,  Sir,  in  what  I  have  to  offer,  to  confine  my- 
'  felf  as  ftridly  to  the  queflion  as  polTible,  though  I 

*  muft  fay,  that  thofe  gentlemen  who  have  fpoke 

*  againft  it,  have  made  fuch  long  digrelTions,  and 
'  have  traverfed  fo  many  parts  of  Europe^  that  it  is 

*  a  difncult  matter  to  fay  any  thing  in  anfwer  to 

*  what  they  have  been  pleafed  to  advance,  and  at  the 

*  fame  time  to  keep  clofe  to  the  queflion.  As  to  the 
'  digrelTions  which  the  gentlemen  have  run  into,  I 
'  fhail  not  give  the  houfe  much  trouble  about  them  ; 

*  and  as   to  arguments,  the  only  two  that  I  have 

*  heard  m.ade  ufe  of,  or  fo  much  as  hinted  at,  againfl 

*  the  queftion,  are,  that  the  agreeing  to  the  motiort 
'  now  made  to  us,  v/ould  be  fhewing  a  difrefpedl  to 
'  his  Maiefty  ;  and,  that,  if  it  fhould  be  agreed  to, 

*  it  could  be  of  no  fervice,  as  to  the  giving  us  any 

*  information  about  our  prefent  circumftances. 

'  It  is  faid.  Sir,  that  the  agreeing  to  this  motion 

*  would  be  fhewing  a  difrefpe6l  to  his  Majefty,  be- 

*  caufe  it  would  be  fhewing  a  fort  of  fufpicion,  that 

*  his  Majefty  has  had  a  fhare  in  thofe  tranfad:ions 
'  which  have  given  occafion  to  the  prefent  war,  tho* 
[  he  has,  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne,  declared, 

'  that 
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'  that  he  has  had  no  Ihare  in  them.  The  anfwer  to 
this  obje6lion  is  plain  ♦,  we  all  know,  it  has  been 
always  allowed  in  this  houfe,  that  fpeeches  from 
the  throne  are  the  fpeeches  of  the  minifter,  and 
upon  that  fuppofition  it  has  always  been  thought, 
that  neither  this  houfe,  nor  any  member  of  this 
houfe,  is  guilty  of  any  difrefpedl  to  his  Majefcy, 
by  examining  and  canvafTing,  with  all  poffible  free- 
dom, every  fentence  of  the  fpeech  from  the  throne ; 
even  the  fa6ls,  there  afferted,  may  be  denied ;  and 
if  upon  examination  it  fhould  be  found,  that  they 
are  falfe,  the  minifter  ought  and  certainly  would 
anfwer  feverely  for  it.  This  is  the  very  cafe  now 
before  us :  It  is  allowed  of  on  all  hands,  that  the 
election  of  a  King  of  Poland,  is  the  principal  caufe 
of  the  war  now  broke  out  in  Europe ;  and  to  tell 
us,  that  his  Majefty  has  faid,  that  he  has  had  no 
fhare  in  that  tranfadion,  and  that  therefore  we  muft 
not  inquire  into  it,  is  a  dire6l  begging  of  the  que- 
ftion  :  The  minifters,  are  the  only  perfons  we  can 
fuppofe  to  have  faid  fo,  and  there  are  other  gen- 
tlemen who  affirm^  or,  at  leaft,  fufpecl  the  con- 
trary :  This  is  a  fa61:  then  that  is  controverted ; 
this  is  the  fa6t,  which  this  houfe  is  to  inquire  into  ; 
and  when  a  motion  is  made  for  having  thofe  pa- 
pers laid  before  us,  which  are  necejGTary  for  giving 
us  fome  lights  into  this  affair,  Ihall  gentlemen  be 
told,  that  fuch  a  motion  is  improper,  becaufe  it  is 
inconfiftent  with  that  refpe6l  which  v/e  have  pro- 
feffed  for  his  Majefty,  in  our  addrefs  of  thanks  ? 
If  this  houfe  can  be  perfuaded  to  accept  of  fuch  an 
excufe,  if  a  majority  of  this  houfe  can  be  pre- 
vail'd  on  to  join  in  fuch  a  method  of  proceeding, 
thofe  gentlemen  who  can  fo  prevail  upon  them, 
may  throw  out  as  many  defiances  as  they  pleafe  , 
They  are  the  fole  mafters  of  all  the  proofs  that 
are  necelTary  for,  or  can  be  made  ufe  of  upon  any 
inquiry,  and  they  are,  it  feems,  refolved  to  con- 
tinue fo, 

*  Whether 
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'  Whether  this  Houfe,  Sir,  can  have  any  proper 
information  from  the  inftrudlions  now  called  for, 
as  to  the  fad  in  difpute  at  prefent,  is  what  I  fhall 
not  take  upon  me  to  determine,  nor  can  it  be,  in 
my  opinion,  determined,  by  any  gentleman  in  this 
houfe  •,  but  to  me  it  feems  very  probable,  that  we 
may  from  thefe  inftruclions,  receive  fome  lights, 
which  may  enable  us  to  determine,  how  this  na- 
tion (lands  engaged,  with  refped  to  the  war  now 
carrying  on  in  Europe^  fince  the  principal  reafon 
of  that  war,  is  allowed  to  be  founded  upon  the 
late  eledion  of  a  King  o^  Poland,  Gentlemen  may, 
if  they  pleafe,  pretend  ignorance ;  but  it  is  very 
certain,  that  the  late  King  of  Poland  was  in  the  year 
1729,  in  a  very  bad  condition,  with  refped  to  his 
health,  and  therefore  it  feems  certain,  that  fome 
meafures  muil  have  been  concerted,  relating  to  the 
then  future  election  of  a  King  of  Poland  \  whether 
we  had  any,  and  what  fhare  in  thofe  meafures,  is 
what  this  houfe  now  wants  to  inquire  into,  and  to 
me  it  feems  as  evident  as  any  demonftration  what- 
ever, that  the  feeing  of  thofe  inflrudtions  is  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  for  this  end.  It  is  true,  the  King 
of  Poland  did  recover  a  little,  and  did  live  for  a 
few  years  after  -,  but  he  never  was  after  that  in  a 
llate  of  perfect  health,  and,  confequently,  it  is  mod 
reafonable  to  believe,  that  the  meafures  then  con- 
certed, were  the  fame  with,  or,  at  leafl,  did  very 
much  influence,  the  meafures  adually  purfued  upon 
the  demife  of  that  King :  If  we  had  no  Ihare  in 
the  tranfadlicns  at  that  time  carried  on  in  Poland^ 
furely  no  fecretcan  be  difcover*d,  by  the  laying  of 
thofe  inftruclions  before  this  houfe ;  and  if  we  had 
any  fhare  in  thofe  tranfadlions,  it  cannot  be  faid,  I 
think,  that  v/e  have  no  manner  of  fhare  in  thofe 
tranfa6lions  which  have  occafion'd  the  prefentwar 
in  Europe. 

*-  What  fhare  wt  had  in  thofe  tranfadions,  till  I 
fee  thofe  inftru6tions,  it  is  impoITible  for  me  to 

-    *  fays 
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fay  ^   but  from  the  lights  I  already  have,   Jt  ap- 
pears evident  to  me,  that  we  have  had  a  very  large 
fhare  in  all  the  other  negotiations  which  have  been 
lately  carried  on  in  Enrop:^.     Did  not  we  procure 
the  introduction  of  the  firil;  Spauifh  forces  into  lui^ 
iy  ?    Are  not  we  guarantees  for  all  Don  Carlos's 
rights  and  pofTelFions  in  luily  ?    Are  not  we  gua- 
rantees for  all  the  Emperors  rights  and  pofleihons 
in  Italy  ?  Are  jiot  we  guarantees  even  for  the  prag- 
matic fandlion  in  its  full  extent?  I  believe  we  arc 
under  engagements  to  every  one  of  the  Northern 
powers  •,  and  I  have  heard,  that  we  are  under  fome 
engagements  to  the  court  of  France-^  fo  that  let  a 
war  have  brolce  out  between  any  two  povv^ers  in 
Europe,  it  will  be  difficult  to  fhew,  that  we  had 
no  hand  in  the  tranfadions  which  gave  occafion  to 
that  war  •,    upon  the  contrary,  I  believe  it  will 
appear,  that  each  of  them  might  have  juftly  made 
demands  upon  us,   and  this,  Sir,-   is  our  prefent 
unhappy  fituation  :  If  this  (hews  great  wifdom,  or 
regular  pradice  (as  the  gentleman  was  pleafed  to 
call  it)  m  thofe  at  the  helm  of  our  affairs,  I  leave 
to  the  world  to  judge:  We  have  been  running  all 
over  Europe,  and  entering  into  engagements  with 
every  Prince  and  ftate  in  Europe,  and  all  this  with- 
out any  national  benefit  in  view,  but  generally  to 
the  great  detriment  of  our  domeflic  affairs,  and 
often  to  the  great  interruption  of  our  trade  in  all 
parts  of  the   world  ^    and  how  probable  it  may 
be,    that  the  fame  wifdom  which  has  brought  us 
into  this  fituation,    will  be  able  to  extricate  us 
out  of  it,   is  a  queftion  which  may  be  eafily  re- 
folved. 

'  We  were  told,  Sir,  the  firfl:  day  of  the  feillon, 
that  we  were  to  concert  meafures,  and  to  a6t  in 
conjundion  with  powers  who  are  under  the  fame 
engagements  with  us,  and  hax^e  not  taken  part  in 
the  prefent  war,  more  particularly  the  States  Ge- 
neral :  But  I  would  gladly  know,  if  we  have  hi- 
yoL.  XI.  X  *  therto 
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therto  taken  any  one  ftep  in  con  jundion  with  them  ? 
Is  it  not  well  Known,  tliat  in  moft  cafes  we  have 
lately  inade  the  firfl  ftep  by  ourfelves,  and  then 
have,  with  great  difficulty  and  expence,  prevail- 
ed on  them  to  follow  us,   which  they  never  did 
but  upon  their  own  terms,  and  under  very  great 
refiriclions  and  refcrvations:  They  have  now,  in- 
deed, done  fomething  for  their  own  fecurity,  but 
v/hat  they  have  done  was,  I  believe,  done  without 
any  thing  of  our  participation  5   they  did  not  lb 
much,  I  believe,  as  confult  with  us  upon  the  head, 
which  really  looks  as  if  they  had  fome  diftruft  of 
our  power,  or  as  i^  they  thought  they  could  not 
put  any  confidence  in  the  counfels  of  this  nation  ^ 
and  if  our  mod  natural  allies  fhould  once  begin 
to  harbour  fuch  an  opinion  of  us,    v/e  may  then 
conclude,    that  there  is  no  dependence  to  be  had 
upon  their  friendfhip  or  alliance. 
'In  fhort.  Sir,  if  his  Majefty  expefls  our  advice 
upon  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  affairs  oi  Europe -y  if 
his  Majefty  expeds  the  affiftance  of  Parliament  in 
the  prefent  exigency  of  affairs,  we  muft  be  inform- 
ed how  our  affairs  ftand,  before  we  can  in  a  pro- 
per parliamentary  way  give  either  our  advice  or 
alfiftance  :    It  was  with  this  view,  and  with  this 
view  only,   that  fome  papers  have  been  already 
called  for,  which  have  indeed  been  refufed  b}^  a 
majority  •,  it  is  with  this  view  only  that  the  pa- 
pers, mentioned  in  tlie  motion  now  before  us,  are 
afked  for  •,    and  if  they  likewife  be  refufed  by  a 
majority,   we  may,    perhaps,   give  his  Majefty 
fuch  affiftance  as  his  minifters  ftiall  peafe  to  aik  \ 
but  I  am  fure  we  can  give  him  no  advice,  nor  can 
we  give  a  reafon  for  what  we  do.* 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,    *  I  will  agree 

with  the  hon.  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  that  the 

•  prefent  pofture  of  affairs  does  require,  and  his  Ma- 

'  jefty  experts  the  ailiftaiice  of  Parliament  \  but  I 

*  will 
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'  will  fay,  that  the  prefent  motion,  and  fDme'Tuch 
lately  made,  had  the  houfe  agreed  to  them,  would 
have  tended  to  increafe  the  prefent  troubles  and 
confufions  abroad,  rather  than  to  have  given  any 
real  ailiftance,  either  to  ourfeh^es  or  others.  I  be- 
lieve, Sir,  there  is  not  a  court  in  Europe^  whether 
engaged  in  the  prefent  war,  or  otherwife,  but  ex- 
pe6ted  to  have  known  by  the  17th  of  this  month, 
what  part  Great  Britaw  was  to  have  taken  in  the 
prefent  war-,  as  yet  it  remains  unrefolved,  or,  at 
leaft,  a  fecret,  and  it  is  the  interefl:  of  Britain  it 
fhould  continue  to  do  fo-,  but  fbme  gentlemen  feem 
inclined  not  only  to  precipitate  their  country  into 
a  refolution,  but  to  publifli  that  refolution,  as  fooii 
as  taken,  to  the  whole  world  •,  and  which  fide  de- 
ferves  moft  the  thanks  of  their  country,  thofe  who 
are  for  our  coming  to  no  refolution,  till  we  have 
fully  examined  the  circumllances  of  affairs,  and 
ever  then  concealing  our  refolutionSjtili  we  are  JLid: 
ready  to  carry  them  into  execution  ^  or  thofe  who 
are  for  our  coming  to  a  haftjr  refolution,  and  im- 
mediately publifhing  it  to  the  world,  that  our  ene- 
mies ma}^  have  time  to  provide  againll  it,  1  t^'^^e 
to  the  world  to  judge.  H^k^  - 

'  Whatever  other  gentlemen  may  think,  'Sr^  it 
is  my  opinion,  that  our  lituation  is  much  better 
than  can  well  be  expeded  ^  and  whenever  that 
matter  (hall  come  to  be  examined  into,  I  btlieve 
it  will  appear,  that  our  prefent  fituation  is  the  ve- 
ry befl:  that  the  nation  could  polfibly  be  in,  with 
relation  to  the  prefent  pofture  of  the  affairs  o[  Eu- 
rope. The  gentleman  who  fpoke  lafl:,  was  pleafcd 
to  mention  the  ftates  o^ Holland,  ^ud  that  thej^  had 
done  fbmething  for  their  own  ftcurity  •,  'tis  true, 
they  have  done  fomething,  they  have  entered  into 
a  treaty  of  neutralitjr  ♦,  wlierecis  we  have  remained 
intirely  in  a  flate  of  inaction  ,  but  upon  this  very 
account,  I  think,  we  are  in  a  much  better  condi- 
tion tl>a-U  th^y  are  5  hy  that  neutrality  they  have 
X  2  '  tn» 
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engaged  not  to  adl  at  all,  nor  to  concern  themfelves 
in  the  prefent  war  j  we  are  ftill  at  liberty,  and 
may,  upon  an}''  event,  take  that  part  which  Ihall 
then  appear  to  be  moll  for  the  intereft  of  Great 
Britain :  In  this  then,  our  cafe  is  better  than  theirs, 
becaufe  the}^  are  engaged,  by  an  exprefs  ftipula- 
tion,  not  to  concern  themfelves  in  the  prefent  war, 
whereas  we  are  under  no  engagement,  but  that 
natural  obligation  which  lies  upon  every  country, 
not  to  concern  themfelves  in  any  war,  unlefs  they 
find  it  for  their  intereft  fo  to  do. 
'  I  do  not  believe.  Sir,  that  the  States  General, 
or  any  other  foreign  power,  has  lefs  truft  in  the 
ftrength,  or  lefs  confidence  in  the  counfels  of  this 
nation  than  they  formerly  had  ^  but  if  it  were  fo, 
I  fhould  not  wonder  at  'it,  when  every  poft  tells 
them,  that  we  are  a  divided  nation,  and  that  there 
is  no  dependence  to  be  had  upon  our  prefent  coun- 
fels, becaufe  great  alterations  are  foon  to  happen, 
wliich  muft  neceffarily  produce  a  thorough  change 
of  all  our  public  meafures  *,  and,  upon  this  confi-* 
deration,  I  leave  it  to  every  impartial  man  to  judge, 
if  we  are  in  any  unhappy  fituation,  who  have  con» 
tributed  moft  to  it,  thofe  who  have  honeftly  and 
faithfully  ferved  the  crown,  or  thofe  who  have 
made  it  their  bufinefs,  for  fome  years,  to  do  all 
that  was  in  their  power  to  diftrefs  every  meafure 
of  his  Majefty's  government  •,  and  that  too,  in  con- 
junction with  a  perfon  who,  I  believe,  will  never 
be  trufted  by  any  court  in  Europe, 
'  His  Majefty,  in  his  fpeech  from  the  throne,  has 
told  us,  that  he  is  not  any  way  engaged  in  the  pre- 
fent war,  and  that  he  will  take  time  to  examine 
the  fads  alledged  on  both  fides,  before  he  comes 
to  any  determination  \  when  he  has  done  fo,  it  is 
not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  he  will  lay  all  the  in- 
formations he  can  get  before  his  Parliament,  and 
will  take  the  advice  of  Parliament,  what  part  the 
'  nation  ought  to  take  in  the  then  conjunfturej  why 
^        "  '  then 
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then  fhould  we  endeavour  to  anticipate  his  Maje- 
fty's  wife  defigns  ?  Why  fliould  we  run  headlong 
and  plunge  the  nation  into  a  war,  by  joining  either 
one  fide  or  the  other,  before  his  Majefty  has  had 
any  time  to  examine  into  the  pofture  of  affairs 
abroad  ?  This  feems  indeed  to  be  the  view  of  fome 
gentlemen  ^  but  furely  fuch  a  rafh  proceeding 
would  rather  increafe  than  diminifh  the  unhappi- 
nefs  of  our  prefent  fituation  ^  and  is  very  far  from 
that  coolnefs  and  temper  which  ought  to  be  fliewn, 
when  the  very  falvation  of  our  country  depends 
upon  the  prudence  and  the  unanimity  of  our  re- 
folves. 

*  An  hon.  gentleman,  Sir,  who  fpoke  f  )me  time 
ago,  took  indeed  a  great  deal  of  liberty  in  talking 
of  majorities  of  Parliament,  but  I  would  have 
gentlemen  to  know,  that  when  they  talk  of  fuch 
majorities  at  prefent,  they  fpeak  of  their  equals^ 
as  members  of  this  houle,  of  their  equals  on  any 
ground  in  England  •,  let  gentlemen  but  caft  their 
eyes  round  the  houfe,  and  they  will  find  a  number 
of  gentlemen  fuperior  to  the  higheft  number  of 
their  minority,  who  can  as  little  be  fufpecred  of 
corruption,  as  any  of  thofe  who  generally  appear 
upon  the  minority  fide  of  the  queftion. 
'  It  is,  Sir,  an  eafy  matter  for  gentlemen  to  re- 
prefent  the  meafures  lately  taken  by  the  govern- 
ment, as  unwife,  inconfifient,  and  the  like,  or  to 
give  them  what  other  epithets  they  have  a  mind  % 
but  when  the  day  comies  for  inquiring  into  them, 
which  I  as  heartily  wifh  for  as  any  gentleman  in 
this  houfe,  I  believe  thofe  meafures  will  appear  in 
a  quite  different  light  •,  and  thofe  gentlemen  who 
may,  perhaps,  have  hearkened  to  every  little  whif- 
per  of  fome  of  the  foreign  minifters  at  this  court, 
which  is,  I  believe,  the  only  foundation  thej^-  have 
for  what  they  have  afferted,  will  find  themfelves, 
at  laft,  forely  difappointed.  Whenever  fuch  aii 
inquiry  Ih^U  be  relolved  on,  I  make  no  doubt, 
X  3  !  but 
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*  but  that  the  majority  of  this  houfe  will  agree  to 

*  call  for  every  paper,  that  can  be  thought  necefTary 
'  for  giving  the  houfe  a  full  information  of  the  pre- 
'  fent  ftate  of  the  nation  ;    But  this  is  not  the  que-. 

*  ilion  at  prefent,  nor  are  we  now  to  inquire,  whe- 

*  ther  his  Majefty  has  had  any  fhare  in  thofe  tranf- 
'  adlions  which  have  given  occafion  to  the  prefent 
'  war  in  Europe  ^  and  therefore  I  cannot  think  we 
'  have,  at  prefent,  any  thing  to  do  with  an}^  in- 
'  lirui^tions  given  to  his  Majelly's  minifters  in  Po- 
'  land^  or  eifewhere.  3'X2;lt  : 

-o  '  His  Majefty,  'tis  true.  Sir,  expects  the  ailiflance 
*!of  his  Parliament,  but  for  what  ?  He  does  not  im- 
'  mediately  expert  fuch  an  affiftance,    as  to  enable 

*  him  to  take  any  part  in  the  prefent  war-,  he  wants 

*  only  fuch  an  affiftance,  as  rnay  enable  him  to  put 
'  ihQ  nation  in  a  proper  pofture  of  defence  ^  and 
V  furely  we  may  determine  what  affiftance  will  be 
'  neceffary  for  that  end,  without  enquiring  into 
'  any  of  our  foreign  negotiations.    It  is  for  this 

*  reafon.  Sir,  that  I  think  the  houfe  has  done  right 

*  in  rejecting  all  the  motions  hitherto  made  for 
'  letters  and  inftru*itions  relating  to  our  foreign  af- 
'  fairs,  and,  for  the  fame  reafon,  I  make  no  doubt, 
'  but  that  they  will  likewife  rejed  the  prefent  mo- 


vThe  queftion  was  then  put  upon  the  motion,  and 
upon  a  divilion  was  carried  in  the  negative,  202 
againft  114. 
Another         Immediately  after  which,    Edmund  Waller^  Efq^ 
member  for  Great  Marhw  in  Buchnghamlhire^  rofe 
up,    and  after  a  fhort  fpeech,    m.oved,    '  That  an 
hum.ble  addrefs  ihould  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty, 
that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  communi- 
cate to  that  houfe,  how  far  he  had  been  engaged, 
by  his  good  offices,    in  thofe  tranfadions  which 
had  been  declared  to  be  the  principal  caufes  and 
motives  of  the  war^  which  was  then  begun  and 
I  ^  carried 


Motion. 
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*  carried  on  againft  the  Emperor,  with  fo  nrach  vi- 

*  gour,  by  the  united  powers  of  France^  Spain^  and 

*  Sardinia'  ig  io\  " 

Which  motion  was  feconded,  and,  after  a  fhorl: 
debate,  the  queftion  was  put  upon  it,  and  carried 
in  the  negative,  without  a  divifion. 

Then  Samuel  Sandys, ^  Efq-,    flood  up,   and  faid,  .^i^^^Sro^^^^^^ 

*  That  though  the  motion  he  had  juft  before  made 
^  had  been  rejeded,  jqX^  as  he  ne^'-er  propofed  any 
^  thing  in  that  houfe  but  what  he  thought  juft  and 

*  reafonable,  he  v/as  not  therefore  apt  to  be  difcou- 

*  raged,  and  for  that  reafon  he  would  beg  leave  to 

*  make  another  motion,  which  he  hoped  would 
^  meet  with  better  fuccefs :'  His  motion  was,  '  That 

*  an  humble  addrefs  (hould  be  prefented  to  his  Ma- 
'  jefhy,  that  he  would  be  graciouflj  pleafed  to  com- 
'  municate  to  that  houfe,  what  application  had  been 

*  made  to  him  by  the  feveral  parties  then  engaged 
^  in  the  v/ar,  founded  upon  treaties  ar  other  engage- 
'  ments/ 

This  motion  was  feconded  by  Sir  John  Riiilj'- 
out.,  upon  which  there  enfued  a  new  debate,  in 
which  the  following  gentlemen  {poke  as  follows, 
m.  . ..  ^ciibi  " 

Henry  Pelbam,  Efq^    '^  It  is  very  true,   Sir,  that  Mr.  p^^- 

*  the  hon.  gentleman  who  made  you  this  motion,  is'^*"»~^^r'^"^* 

*  not  very  apt  to  be  difcouraged  •,  but  however  far 

*  he  may  flatter  himfelf  with  fuccefs  in  his  prefent 
^  motion,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  fo  much  of  a  kin  to 
^  his  former  motion,  which  the  houfe  has  already 
'  rejeded,  that  I  can  fee  no  reafon  he  has  to  expect 

*  that  the  prefent  Ihould  have  a  different  fate.   Kis 

*  Majefty  has  already  told  us,  that  he  was  no  v/ay 

*  engaged  in  the  prefent  war,  nor  had  any  fharc  in 
^  thofe  tranfadions  which  gave  rife  to  it^  and  there- 
^  fore  'tis  not  to  be  prefumed,  that  any  power  en- 
'  gaged  has  made  any  application  to  him,  founded 
I  upon  treaties  or  other  engagements.  Some  of  them 
^  "        '  X  4  !  might 


512  Parliamentary      Ar  i  734. 

might  perhaps  have  made  an  application  to  his 
Majelty  for  his  ailiilance  *,  but  even  fuch  an  ap- 
plicatioa  was  not  to  be  prefumed,  becaufe,  had 
any  fuch  application  been  made,  it  was  not  to  be 
doubted  but  that  his  Majefty,  in  his  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  v/ould  have  taken  fome  notice  of  ir. 
As  this  queftion,  Sir,  is  of  tlie  fame  nature  vv^ith 
the  former  queftion  moved  by  that  gentleman, 
and  founded  upon  the  fame  jealoufy  of  his  Alajefty's 
cowduct,  it  is  impolfible  for  me  to  have  any  thing 
new  to  urge  againil:  it  ^  but  I  beliei^e  it  is  as  im- 
poirible  for  any  gentleman  in  this  houfe  to  fay  any 
thing  new  in  favour  of  it,  and  therefore  I  lliall 
give  the  houfe  no  farther  trouble,  only  to  declare, 
That  I  (hall  give  my  negative  to  it,  as  well  as  I 
did  to  the  former/ 

Mr.Pu/fe-       M^iUiam  Piiheiuy,  Efq-,     '  Sir,  v/hate\^er  light  the 
«e/s  fpeech.  c  ^^^^^  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  may  take  the  pre- 

*  fent  motion  in,  I  think  it  muft  bear  a  very  diffe- 
'  rentconfideration  from  the  motion  formerly  made 
^  by  my  worthy  friend.     I  believe  it  will  not  be 

*  denied,   but  that  we  are  under  fome  engagements 

*  to  every  one,  or  at  leaft  to  moft  of  the  powders  en- 
'  gaged  in  the  prefent  war  ^  and  whatever  we  may 

*  at  prefent  pretend  to  think  of  thofe  engagements, 

*  it  is  very  probable,  that  thofe  to  whom  we  are  en- 
^  gaged  think  otherwife  :    It  is  not  to  be  doubted, 

*  but  that  fome  of  them  think  that  we  are,  by  the 
^  engagements  we  have  entered  into,  obliged  to  af- 

*  iifl  them,  upon  the  prefent  emergency  ^  and  it  is 
'  pretty  well  known,  that  they  have  made  applica- 

*  tion  for  an  immediate  performance  of  thofe  engage- 
"-  n-icnts.     I  have  heard,    that  tqn    thoufand  land 

*  forces,   or  fome  fuch  number,    has  been  actually 

*  demanded  by  one  of  the  powers  engaged  in  the 
^  v/ar  \   I  Vv^U  not,   indeed,  afhrm  the  truth  of  it, 

thouph  I  haye  fomething  more  than  the  whifper 


'  of  a  foreign  minifter  to  confirm  wliat  I  ^^j. 


« 
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'  It  is  well  known,  Sir,  that  in  mofl:  of  the  en- 

*  gagements  we   have  entered   into  with   foreign 

*  powers,  it  is  left  optional  to  the  power  we  are  en- 
'  gaged  with,  to  demand  our  quota  in  a  fquadron  of 
'  ihips,  a  certain  fum  of  money,  or  a  certain  num- 
'  ber  of  troops  •,  and  as  we  are  to  go  into  a  cornmit- 

*  tee  upon  the  fupply  on  Monday  next,  there  isno- 
*-  thing  more  reafonable,  than  that  the  houfe  fhould 
^  be  informed  of  what  demands  have  been  made  upon 

*  us,  and  whether  thofe  demands  have  been  for  fhips, 
^  money  or  men,  before  v^e  go  into  that  committee  \ 
^  for  without  fuch  information,  it  will  be  impoilile 

*  for  us  to  know  how  to  come  to  fuch  refolutions  as 

*  may  be  moft  for  the  honour  and  fafety  of  the  na- 

*  tion.  The  motion  is  therefore  fo  far  from  being 
'  unreafonable,  that  it  is  neceffary  it  Ihould  be  com- 
'  plied  with,  and  if  it  is  not,  I  cannot  really  fee  how 

*  we  can  properly  go  into  the  committee  upon  the 
^  fupply  on  Monday  next. 

Sh  William  Tonge,     '  Sir,  Icanfeenoreafon  whysirff-'f?j«77; 

*  the  houfe  may  not  be  fully  prepared  for  going  in-fpeei^ 
'  to  the  committee  of  fupply  on  Monday  next,  tho' 

^  this  motion  fliould  be  rejeded  as  the  others  have 

*  been,  and  therefore  I  do  not  think  it  neceffary  to 
^  enter  into  the  debate  at  prefent,  whether  themo- 
^  tion  be  reafonable  or  no  •,  there  may  be  another 
'  time  for  that  queftion  ^  and  for  that  reafon  I  fliall 
I  now  only  move  for  the  previous  queftion. 

William  Pulteney^  Efq^.  '  Sir,  I  find  the  gentleman  wr.  Vuitc 

*  who  fpoke  laft  has  avoided  entering  upon  the  me- fp^echf '^'^ 
'  rits  of  the  queftion,  and,  by  a  fort  of  Parliamenta- 

*-  ry  trick,  by  moving  for  the  previous  queftion,  he 
■  intends,  it  feems,  to  put  off  the  queftion  for  this 

*  day,  at  leaft  ^  this,  in  my  opinion,  is  treating  the 
^  queftion  with  much  greater  indecency  than  if  it 
^  were  to  be  fairljr  argued,  and  afterwards  rejeded  5 
\  for  if  the  queftion  be  delayed  till  afrer  Monday 
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*  next,  it  will  then  be  too  late  to  enter  upon  the  con- 

*  iideration  of  it  ;  it  will  really  be  in  effect  firft 

*  to  refolve,  and  then  to  enter  into  the  confidera- 
^  tion  of  what  ought  to  be  refolved  ^  and  there- 

*  fore,  Sir,  I  muft  defire,  that  the  queftion  may 

*  be  fairly  debated,  that  gentlemen  would,  at  leaft, 

*  give  us  a  reafon,  for  what  they  are  to  do,  and 

*  then  let  the  motion  ftand  or  fall  upon  its  ov/a 
^  merits/ 

^ir  mn^m      sir  JViUhim  ToJige.    '  I  did  not,  Sir,  intend  any 

j.-iicasaiii.c  ^^.^j^  when  I  moved  for  the  previous  queftion  ^  it 

^  is  what  has  been  always  pradifed  in  this  houfe, 

^  when  any  queftion  has  been  moved  which  gentle- 

*  men  have  a  mind  to  favour  fo  much  as  not  to  put  a 
^  negative  upon  it  ;  But  even  as  to  the  merits  of  the 

*  queftion,  it  cannot,  certainl}^,  have  an}''  relation  to 
^ ,  any  refolutions  we  can  poifibly  come  to,  on  Mon- 
^  day  next,  in  the  committe-e  of  fupply  ^  for  all  the 
^  refolves  we  come  to  in  that  committee  are  founded 
^  upon  eftimates  given  in,  or  demands  made,  by 
^  xYiQ  crown,  and  if  any  demand  were  to  be  made 
'  upon  this  houfe,  to  enable  his  Majefty  to  fend  a 

*  quota  either  of  iliips  of  war,  money,  or  troops,  to 

*  any  pov/er  in  Europe^  fuch  d.emand  would  certain- 
'  ly  be  laid  before  this  houfe  by  his  Majefty's  orders, 
'  without  putting  us  to  the  trouble  of  prefenting  any 
'  fuch  addrefs  as  is  now  moved  for  ♦,  there  is  there- 
'  fore  no  neceifity  for  entering  this  day  upon  the  me- 

*  rits  of  this  queftion^  the  gentleman  may  renew  his 
"•  motion  when  he  thinks  proper,  and  then  I  do  not 
^  doubt  but  other  gentlemen  will  debate  the  reafona- 

*  blenefs  of  it,  and  as  it  appears^  to  the  houfe,  it 

*  will  certainly  be  agreed  to  or  reje6ted  \   but  as  I 

*  ^o  not  think  this  a  proper  time  for  debating  it^ 
^  I  muft  infift  upon  my  motion/ 
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Walter  Phimmer,  Efq^  '  Sir,  as  we  fhall  proba- Ur.vum- 
^  bly  come  on  Monday  next  to  fome  refolutions,  with'""'  '^'^'"^ 
refpedt  to  our  feamen,  I  fhould  think  it  neceflkrjr 
for  this  houfe  to  know  what  demands  have  been 
made  upon  us  by  our  allies,  before  we  come  to 
any  refolution  on  that  head  \  other  wife  we  may 
leave  room  for  thofe  extraordinary  meffages  and 
demands  towards  the  end  of  a  feilion,  which  this 
nation  has  of  late  been  too  much  accuflomed  with. 
The  gentleman  who  moved  the  previous  queftion, 
fays,  that  this  is  not  a  proper  time  for  entering 
upon  the  merits  of  the  motion  now  made  to  us, 
becaufe  if  any  fuch  application  had  been  made  by 
any  of  our  allies,  and  his  Majefly  had  refolved  to 
grant  what  was  aflced,  he  would  have  ordered  this 
to  be  laid  before  us,  together  with  the  other  efti-- 
mates  and  demands  of  the  current  fervice  of  the 
enfuing  year.  Is  not  this,  Sir,  diredly  to  tell  us, 
that  after  his  Majefty  is  come  to  a  determination 
what  part  to  adl,  he  will  be  graciouily  pleafed  to 
^  take  the  Advice  of  Parliament.  It  is  true,  Sir,  his 
Majefty  has  by  his  prerogative  the  power  of  ma- 
king peace  or  war  :  But,  Sir,  in  a  matter  of  fb 
great  confequence,  it  has  always  appeared  to  be  the 
intereft,  nay,  I  may  fay,  it  has  always  been  thought 
to  be  the  duty  of  the  Kings  of  England^  to  take 
the  advice  of  their  people  in  Parliament  aiTembled, 
and  not  to  truft  intirely  to  the  advice  of  their  mi- 
nifters  ^  and  if  any  fuch  demand,  as  is  mentioned 
in  the  motion  now  before  us,  has  been  made  by 
any  of  his  Majefty's  allies,  I  cannot  think  that  it 
would  be  any  way  derogatory  to  the  prerogative 
of  the  crown,  or  to  the  wifdom  of  the  minifters, 
to  lay  it  before  the  Parliament,  whether  it  ought 
to  be  complied  with  or  not. 

John  Cockhiirn,  Knight  of  the  (hire  for  Hadd'ingtonux.Cock^ 
in  Scotlaiid,    '  Sir,  I  was  againfi:  the  firft  motion,  fp^'ech. 
I  becaufe  ^omQ  gentlemen  had  alTured  the  houfe,  and 

'  I  was 
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*  I  was  myfelf  a  little  afraid,  that  at  prefent  it  might 
^  tend  to  increafe  the  coiifufions  and  troubles  that  are 
^  now  in  Europe  ^  but  the  prefent  motion  I  take  to 
'  be  of  a  very  different  nature,  I  am  fare  that,  fhould 
'  it  be  complied  with,  no  fecretscan  thereby  be  dif- 

*  covered,  nor  can  it  poffibly  tend  to  increafe  the  pre- 

*  fent  troubles  of  Europe. 

'  I  am  old  enough,  Sir,  to  remember  the  begin- 
'  ning  of  the  firft  great  war  againft  Fnnice,  and  1  re- 
'  member,  that  as  foon  as  the  Dutch  applied  to  us  for 

*  our  ailiftance,  Kmg  TViUiam  immediately  laid  the 

*  cafe  before  the  Parliament,  and  took  their  advice, 

*  as  to  what  v/as  proper  to  be  done  upon  that  emer- 
^  gency,  before  he  came  to  any  refolution  :  Upon 
*•  the  breaking  out  of  the  fecond  war,  the  late  Qiieen 

*  did  the  fame,  and  I  muft  fay,  that  I  think  every 

*  King  of  this  nation  ought  to  follow  that  example  ^ 

*  if  they  exped  the  alfillance  of  Parliament,  they 
^  ought  to  take  the  advice  of  Parliament  ^  and  our 

*  jiiftories  will  inform  us,  that  where  they  have  done 
^  10^  they  have  generally  done  well,  and  where  they 
^  have  done  otherwife,  they  have  had  but  little  fuc- 
^  cefs  -^  for  which  reafon  I  am  for  agreeing  with  the 
I  motion  now  made  to  us/ 

The  queftion  was  then  put  upon  the  previous  que- 
flion,  VIZ,  Whether  the  queftion  upon  the  motion 
fhould  be  then  put,  which  was  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive, without  a  divifion. 

SJlw^^  On  Monday  the  28th  of  January ^  the  houfe,  (ac- 
iretd  to.  cording  to  order)  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee  of 
the  whole  houfe,  on  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  ^  and  came  to  the  following  refolutions,  viz. 
That  20,000  men  fhould  be  emplojT'ed  for  the  fea- 
fervice  for  the  year  1 7  34,  beginning  the  firft  day  of 
January  173?.  and  that  a  fum  not  exceeding  four 
pounds  ^cr  month  Ihould  be  allowed  for  maintaining 

the 
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the  faid  20,000  men  for  13  months,  including  the 
ordnance  for  fea. 

Thefe  refolutions  were  reported  next  day  to  the 
houfe,  and  were  agreed  to,  as  they  had  been  in  the 
committee,  without  any  debate  or  divifion  ^  only 
Ibme  gentlemen  faid,  that  the  number  was  certainly 
either  too  large  or  too  fmall  ^  for  if  we  were  not  to 
engage  in  the  war,  they  faid,  there  was  no  occafioii 
for  keeping  fuch  a  number  of  feamen  in  pay  ; 
and  if  we  were  adually  to  engage  in  the  war,  they 
thought  double  the  number  would  fcarcely  be  fufTi- 
cient  :  To  which  it  was  anfwered,  that  though  we 
v/ere  not  to  engage  in  the  war,  yet,  as  fome  of 
our  neighbours  were  fitting  out  large  fquadrons,  and 
making  great  military  preparations,  almoft  at  our 
very  door,  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  put  the  na- 
tion in  a  better  ftate  of  defence,  than  during  the  time 
of  a  profound  peace  ,  and  as  our  fleet  was  the  chief 
bulwark  of  this  nation,  it  was  mod  proper  to  apply 
the  greateft  part  of  our  expence  that  way,  and  to 
have  a  ftrong  fquadron  ready  to  put  to  fea  upon  any 
occafion. 

On  Monday  the  4th  of  Fdrmry,  a  petition  of  the  ^^^f^^l^' 
druggifts,  grocers,  china-men,  and  others  dealing feaucU 
in  tea,  was  prefented  to  the  houfe  and  read  ^  alledg- 
ing,  that  by  an  a£t  pafTed  in  the  loth  year  of  King 
George  the  Firft,  the  petitioners  were  induced  to 
hope,  that  the  duty  arifing  from  tea  would  be  bet- 
ter fecured  to  his  Majefty,  and  the  interefi:  of  the 
fair  trader  better  fupported,  but  have  fatally  expe- 
rienced the  contrary  effedts  ^  the  clandeftine  im- 
portation of  tea  being  greatly  increafed,  to  the  da- 
mage of  the  public  revenue,  and  ruin  of  the  fair  tra- 
der, occafioned  by  the  great  difference  of  the  value 
of  that  commodity  at  this  and  foreign  markets,where- 
by  the  fmugglers  are  enabled  to  purchafe  it  abroad 
for  lefs  than  half  the  duty  paid  here  s  that  the  regu- 
lations 
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lations  which  the  petitioners  are  laid  under,  are  moft 
burdenfome  and  grievous,  their  houfes  being  liable 
to  be  entered  by  perfons  unknown  to  them,  and  their 
properties  fubjeded  to  the  judicial  determination  of 
commiihoners :  Ihat  the  petitioners  are  liable  to 
fevere  penalties  for  errors  and  omiillons  abfolutely 
unavoidable,  and  reftrained  from  difpofing  of  their 
goods,  after  having  paid  duty  for  the  fame,  with- 
out permits  from  the  officers  of  the  inland  duties, 
exprelfing  the  names  and  places  of  abode  of  the  re- 
fpective  buyers  and  fellers,  expofing  thereby  the 
extent  and  circumftances  of  their  trade  ,  whereby 
the  petitioners  conceived  they  were  in  a  worfe  con- 
dition than  any  other  of  his  Majefty's  fubjeds,  and 
therefore  praying  the  houfe  to  take  the  premiffes 
into  confideration,  and  give  them  fuch  relief  as  to 
the  houfe  fhould  feem  meet. 

This  petition  was  prefented  by  Sir  John  Barnard, 
who,  after  he  had  brought  it  up,  and  the  fame  was 
read  at  the  table,  ftood  up,  and  fpoke  to  the  follow- 
ing effedt.  '  Sir,  as  the  petition  I  have  how  had 
,/_  the  honour  to  prefent  to  you,  is  the  fame  with 
^jr  that  which  was  prefented  to  this  houfe  laft  feifion, 

*  I  need  not  take  up  much  of  your  time  in  opening 
^^  it  to  the  houfe.  The  petitioners  apprehend  that 
^  they  labour  under  very  great  grievances  by  their 
^.  being  fubjed  to  the  laws  of  excife  \  and  as  this 

■  houfe  in  the  verylaft  feiiion  of  Parliament,  thought 

*  it  unreafonable  to  fubjed  fome  other  forts  of  tra- 

*  ders  and  dealers  to  thofe  opprelFive  laws,  the  peti- 
^  tioners  think  they  have  reafon  from  thence  to  con- 

*  elude,  that  this  houfe  will  be  ready  to  relieve  them 
-  f  from  thofe  burdens,  which  in  laft  feilion  we  thought 

!i  unreafonable  to  impofe  upon  others. 
->.   '  When  this  petition  was  prefented  laft  year,  the 

rf  chief  objedion  made  to  it  was,  that  it  was  figned 
4.  only  by  a  few,  and  thofe  not  the  moft  confiderable 
ij  dealers  in  that  commodity ,  but  as  to  the  petition 
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*  now  prefented,  this  objedion  is  intirely  removed, 

*  for  I  believe,  there  is  not  one  dealer  in  that  com- 
^  modity,  I  am  fare  there  is  not  a  confiderable  deai- 

*  er  within  the  city  of  London^  who  has  not  joined  in^ 

*  and  figned  this  petition.  ^  -^ 

'  The  great  frauds  committed  in  the  running  of 
^  tea,  which  are  daily  increafing,  are  now  become  a 
^  very  great  and  general  grievance,  not  only  with 

*  refpedt  to  the  public,  but  with  refped  to  the  fair 

*  trader  :  It  is  impolfible  for  a  man,  who  honeftly 

*  and  fairly  pays  the  heavy  duties  upon  the  commo» 

*  dity  he  deals  in,  to  fell  fo  cheap  as  the  fmuggler 

*  m.ay  do,  and  therefore,  if  fome  Itop  is  not  fpeedily 

*  put  to  the  infamous  pradice  of  fmuggling,  vv^e  may 

*  expedl,  that  in  a  few  years,  the  whole  trade  of  the 
^  kingdom,  in  fo  far  as  relates  to  our  home  coii^ 
'  fumption  of  that  commodity,  will  be  got  into  the 
'  hands  of  fmugglers  only,  and  the  retailers  who 
^  buy  from  them.  It  was  expe(5led,  that  the  alteration 
^  made  fome  years  ago  in  the  method  of  collecting. 
'  thofe  duties,  would  have  prevented  this  infamous 
^  pradice  :  When  that  projed  was  iirft  fet  on  foot, 

*  I  remember,  fome  people  were  mighty  fond  of  it  ^ 

*  they  affured  us,  that  it  would  intirely  put  an  end 

*  to  fmuggling  5  but  experience  has  taught  os  the 
^  contrary,  for  fince  that  alteration,  the  trade  of 
'  fmuggling  has  been  much  more  general  than  ever 

*  it  was  before  ^  fo  that  we  have  fubjeded  a  great 

*  number  of  our  fellow  fubjeds  to  infinite  hardlhips 
'  and  opprelTions,  without  gaining  thereby  any  be- 
'  nefit  or  advantage  to  the  public. 

*  As  this  pradlice  of  fmuggling,    which  has  of 

*  late  fo  much  inereafed,  muft  be  like  wife  a  confi» 
'  derable  detriment  to  the  public  revenue,  the  peti- 

*  tioners  have  this  other  view,  that  upon  their  appli- 
^  cation  to  this  houfe,  they  hope  we  fhall  take  the 

*  affair  again  under  our  confideration,  and  endeavour 
'  to  contrive  fome  methods  for  preventing  this  infe- 
l  mous  praftice  for  the  future ;  If  then  the  relief  of 

^  a  great 
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a  great  number  of  our  fellow-fubje61:s  from  grie- 
vances they  juftly  complain  of,  if  the  encourge- 
ment  of  the  fair  trader,  if  the  increafing  of  the 
public  revenue,  are  confiderations  which  ought  to 
weigh  with  a  Britilh  Parliament,  I  am  fure  the 
cafe  now  before  us,  in  which  all  the  three  are  join- 
ed, deferves  the  utmoft  regard  of  this  houfe,  and 
therefore,  I  cannot  doubt  of  the  petition  s  being 
referred  to  a  committee,  and  when  we  go  into  that 
committee,  I  do  not  doubt,  but  that  feveral  gentle- 
men will  offer  their  opinions,  and  propofe  expe- 
dients for  the  relief  of  the  petitioners,  as  well  as 
for  the  advantage  of  the  revenue  ^  but  as  thefe 
things  cannot  properly  come  now  under  our  con- 
fideration,  I  fhall  not  give  the  houfe  any  farther 
trouble  at  prefent,  but  only  to  move,  that  the  peti- 
tion may  be  referred  to  the  confideration  of  a 
committee  of  the  whole  houfe/ 


Alderman 
Veny  fe- 
conds  the 
mocion. 


Alderman  Perry.  ^  As  my  honourable  friend,  Sir, 
has  fully  opened  the  nature  of  the  petition,  and 
'  as  it  is  a  matter  of  fuch  confequence,  that  I  make 
'  no  doubt  of  his  motion's  being  complied  with,  I 
'  think  there  is  nothing  incumbent  upon  me  at  pre- 
^  fent  more  than  to  fecond  the  motion  he  has  made. 


Upon  this  there  arofe  a  debate,  in  which  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen  fpoke  as  follows,  viz* 

Thomas  JVinningtcn^  Efq-,  *  I  can  by  no  means. 
Sir,  agree  with  the  two  honourable  gentlemen 
over  the  way,  in  the  motion  they  have  now  made 
you.  I  will,  indeed,  agree  with  them,  that  the 
relieving  of  any  number  of  our  fellow-fubjedg 
from  grievances  they  juftly  complain  of,  the  en- 
couraging of  the  fair  trader,  and  the  increafing  the 
public  revenue,  are  matters  of  a  very  great  con- 
cern, and  always  deferve  the  utmoft  attention  of 
this  houfe,  when  they  are  regularly  and  properly 

^.    !  brought 
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brought  before  us  ^  but  I  cannot  think  that  this  pe- 
tition can  properly  bring  either  of  them  before  us, 
nor  can  I  think,  that  it  is  now  a  proper  time  to 
go  into  a  committee  upon  this  or  any  fuch  petition. 
There  is  nothing  that  can  be  propofed  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  petition,  but  what  may  diminiffi 
the  public  revenue,  and  as  we  are  in  a  manner  now 
juil  upon  the  brink  of  a  War,  I  think  it  would  be 
very  unwiie  in  us,  to  do  any  thing  that  may  pof^ 
fibly  diminilh  that  revenue,  for  which  we  may 
foon  have  fo  great  an  occafion. 
'  As  to  the  infamous  practice  of  fmuggling,  and 
the  frauds  that  are  committed  in  that  branch  of 
the  public  revenue,  which  the  petition  relates  to, 
I  believe  every  gentleman  would  be  willing  to  do 
fomething  to  prevent  it,  if  poffible  •,  but  the  me- 
thod, v/hich  feems  to  be  propofed  by  this  petition, 
appears  reall}?'  to  me  in  a  verj^  ftiange  light :  It 
has  been  found,  they  fay,  that  the  laws  of  excife 
joined  with  the  lav/s  of  the  cuftoms,  have  not  hQcn 
effcdtual  for  preventing  all  thofe  frauds,  and  there- 
fore gentlemen  propofe,  that  we  lllould  take  off 
one  of  thefe  checks,  and  indeed  that  which  muff: 
be  acknowledged  to  be  the  moft  effedtual  of  the 
t'.vo,  in  order  to  p^^ei^ent  running  for  the  future.  I 
am  fure.,  Sir,  I  need  not  fay  any  thing  to  convince 
gentlemen,  that  this  propofition  cannot  be  fuppo- 
fed  to  tend  to  the  encouragement  of  the  fair  tra- 
der, or  to  the  increafe  of  the  public  revenue  j  and 
as  to  the  petitioners,  if  theyare  all  fair  traders,  they 
muff:  acknowledge,  that  it  would  be  fo  far  from  giv- 
ing them  any  relief,  that  it  would  intirelj^'ruin  them.- 
'  I  fhould  be  glad,  Sir,  to  hear  any  thing  propo- 
fed for  the  benefit  of  the  fair  trader,  or  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  public  revenue,  but  for  us  to  go  into  a 
committee  upon  that  fubjedf ,  wlien  no  gentleman 
of  this  houfe  can  f^iy,  that  there  is  any  particular 
method  or  fcheme  to  be  propofed,  would  be  taking 
up  the  time  of  the  houfe  to  no  purpofc.  Befides 
Vot.  XL  y  •  Sir 
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Sir,  if  there  were  really  any  methods  or  fchemes 
to  be  propofed  to  us,  for  putting  an  end  to  fraud 
and  fmuggling,  it  is  not  now  a  proper  time  for  us 
to  enter  into  the  confideration  of  them  :  As  it  is 
now  the  laft  feiRon  of  a  Parliament,  and  confider- 
ing  the  prefent  pofture  of  the  affairs  o{  Europe,  it 
muft  be  prefumed,  that  the  fhort  time  we  have  to 
iit,^  will  be  taken  up  in  matters  of  very  great 
weight,  and  which  require  a  more  immediate  con- 
fideration. There  cannot  be  any  great  inconve- 
nience in  putting  off  this  affair  to  another  feffion, 
and  therefore,  I  muft  be  againft  the  motion  now 
made,  and  fhall  move  that  the  petition  may  be 
ordered  to  lie  upon  the  table.* 

Alderman  Perry.  '  When  this  motion  was  made. 
Sir,  by  my  honourable  and  worthy  friend,  I  did 
not  apprehend  that  it  would  have  met  with  any 
oppofition,  and  therefore,  I  gave  the  hcufe  no  other 
trouble,  than  juft  to  fecond  the  motion  ,  but 
now  that  I  find  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
fpoke  laft  oppofes  the  motion,  I  hope  I  fhall  be 
indulged  to  offer  a  few  words  in  fupport  of  the 
motion  I  have  feconded.  It  has  always  been  my 
opinion,  Sir,  that  while  we  fit  here,  no  time  can 
be  improper  for  our  taking  into  our  confidera- 
tion, a  petition  figned  by  fuch  a  number  of  con- 
fiderable  traders,  com.plaining  of  grievances  which 
they  appehend  themfeives  under  ;  The  hearing  of 
complaints  from  the  fubjects,  and  the  redreffmg  of 
thofe  grievances,  which  any  of  them  labour  under, 
I  have  always  underftood,  to  be  a  chief  part  of  the 
bufinefs  of  Parliament  ,  and  am  forry  to  hear  it 
faid  in  this  houfe,  that  any  time  is  improper  for 
fuch  a  confideration,  efpecially  when  it  is  not  fo 
much  as  pretended,  that  the  complaints  are  frivo- 
^  lous,  or  that  the  petitioners  are  inconfiderable. 

'  The Jionourable  gentleman  fpoke  of  our  being 

[  on  the  brink  of  a  war,  and  therefore  thought  it  un- 

3       .  !  wife 
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wife  for  us  to  attempt  to  do  any  thing  at  fuch  a 
junaure,  that  inight  poiribly  Icffen  the  public  re- 
venue :  I  believe  there  is  no  gentleman  in  this 
houfe  means  to  lefTen  the  public  revenues  •,  the 
very  end  of  the  motion  novv^  made  to  us  is,  to  en- 
deavour to  do  fomething,  that  may  increafe  the 
public  revenue,  by  preventing  thofe  frauds  by 
which  it  is  greatly  diminifhed.  The  gentleman 
allows,  that  the  laws  of  excife,  and  the  laws  of 
the  cuftoms,  when  joined  together,  are  inefFeclual 
for  the  preventing  of  the  running  of  tea,  but  thinks 
it  ftrange,  that  the  taking  off  of  one  of  thofe  checks 
ihould  be  propofed,  as  a  method  for  the  preventing 
of  running  for  the  future  •,  and  it  would  be  fo,  if 
this  were  the  only  method  to  be  propofed  ^  but 
there  may  be  fome  method  propofed,  if  we  go  in- 
to a  committee  upon  this  affair,  which  will  render 
the  laws  of  the  cuftoms  flngly,  more  effedlual  a- 
gainft  fmuggling,  than  both  the  laws  of  excife  and 
cuftoms  have  been  found  to  be^  and,  in  fuch  cafe, 
it  will  not  appear  ftrange,  to  give  a  relief  to  many 
of  our  diftreffed  countrymen,  by  freeing  them  from 
the  opprellive  laws  of  excife. 
'  If  gentlemen  will  but  examine  this  afPair  a  little, 
they  will  find,  th.tt  by  adding  the  laws  of  excife 
to  the  laws  of  the  cuftoms,  they  have  neither  given 
a  check  to  fmuggling,  nor  have  they  increafed  the 
public  revenue,  in  the  fame  proportion  as  the  con- 
ilim.ption  of  that  commodit}^  has  increafed  of  late 
3''ears  within  this  kingdom.  In  the  year  1716,  the 
duty  upon  coffee  and  tea  amounted  to  but  iixty 
odd  thoufand  pounds  •,  from  17 16  to  1724,  that 
duty  continued  iubjeit  only  to  the  laws  of  the  cuf- 
toms, and  yet  fo  grearly  did  our  confumption  in- 
creafe within  that  time,  that  in  the  year  1723,  the 
duty  anounted  to  112,000/.  which  is  near  double 
the  Sum,  in  tliat  feven  years  which  preceded  the 
alteration  ^  which  can  be  attributed  onlj''  to  the  in- 
creafe of  the  confumption,  lor  it  cannot  be  faid, 
Y  2  '  that 
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'  that  the  cuftom-houfe  officers  were  more  exad  and 
'  diligent,  or  the  fmugglers  lefs  [killed  in  the  art^ 

*  of  deceit  in  that  year,  than  they  had  been  in  an/ 
'  of  the  former. 

'  In  the  year  1724,  the  famous  alteration  novr 

*  complained  of  was  made  •,  we  cannot  fuppofe  that 
'  the  confumption  has  fince  decieafed  \  on  the  con- 
^  trary,  as  tea  has  been  fold  cheaper  fince  that  time 

*  than  ever  it  was  before,  we  muft  fuppofe,  that  the 

*  confumption  has  greatly  increafed  ^  and  as  by  this 

*  alteration  the  unfair  dealers  and  traders  were  in- 

*  tirely  put  out  of  all  their  oM  arts  of  fmuggling,  or, 

*  atleaft,  of  difpofing  of  their  run  goods,  we  muft 

*  fuppofe  the  duty  increafed,  and  accordingly  it  did 
^  fo,  always  till  the  year  1729  ^  when  it  amounted 
'  to  about  162,000  /.  But  by  that  time  the  fmugglers 
*"  began  to  learn  new  arts  of  deceit,  and  to  contrive 
^,  new  ways  of  defrauding  the  public,  fo  that  fince 
^  the  year  1729,  the  duty  has  been  dail^^decreafiug, 

*  and  is  now  reduced  to  lefs  than  120,000/.  pa  ann, 
"-  From  hence  it  muft  appear,  that  the  public  has 
'  not  gained  much  by  the  alteration  of  the  method 
'  of  collection,  which  lies  fo  heavy  upon  all  the 
'  dealers  in  that  commodity. 

'  It  is  certain.  Sir,  that  this  decreafe  in  the  public 
'  revenue,  which  has  ha]>pened  fince  the  j^ear  1729,: 
""  cannot  be  owing  to  any  decreafe  in  the  confump- 
'  tion  of  that  commodity  •,  for  it  is,  of  late  years,. 
'  fold  fo  cheap,  that  the  very  meaneft  of  the  people 
'  make  ufe  of  it,  which  I  know  by  my  own  expe- 

*  rience  to  be  true  •,  becaufe,  but  latel3S  a  poor  wo- 

*  m^n  of  that  part  of  the  city  where  I  live,  for  whom 
^  I  had  fome  time  before  procured  twelve-pence  per 

*  week  charity,  acknowledged  to  me,  that  fhe  had 
'  tea  every  morning  for  her  breakfaft,  and  faid,  that 

*  except  v/ater,  it  was  the  cheapeft  drink  Ihe  could 
'  get  ^  and  therefore,  as  the  confumption  muft  be 
'  much  larger,  and  the  produce  of  the  duty  very 
'  little  fuperior  nov/  to  what  it  was  in  tli^  year  172^, 
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"^  wc  mufi:  conclude,  that  the  alteration  now  com'- 

*  plained  of,  has  rather  increafed  than  diminifhed 

*  fmuggling. 

'  i'he  honourahle  gentleman  fhould  not  have  faid, 
'  Sir,  that  it  was  propofed  to  leffen  the  public  reve- 
'*'  nue,  or  that  it  was  propofed  to  take  off  any  of 
'  thoie  checks  which  have  been  laid  upon  fmuggling  5 
'  there  has  not  been  any  thing  propofed,  nor  is  it 
'  proper  there  fhould,  until  we  go  into  the  commit^ 
■^  tee  moved  for,  which  I  have  reafon  to  believe 
'  the  houfe  will  agree  to,  becaufe  1  have  not  yet 
'  heard  any  one  argument  offered  againft  it,  but  on- 
'  ly  that  cf  its  not  being  now  a  proper  time,  which 
'-  indeed  has  been  almoft  the  only  argument  made 

*  ufe  of  againft  mofl  things  that  have  been  propofed 
■'  this  fellion,  and  I  really  believe  we  are  to  hear  no 
'  other  from  that  quarter  •,  but  I  muft  think,  that  it 
'  is  a  very  unfair  way  of  treating  any  proportion  or 
'  motion,  that  is  made  by  any  gentleman  of  this 
'  houfe,  and  however  far  fuch  arguments  may  pre. 
'  vail  in  this  houfe,  I  am  fure  they  will  give  but 
•*  very  little  fatisfaition  to  thafe  without  doors. 


Sir  JViU'uim  Tonge.  '  Sir,  not  with  ftanding  what  sir  r^W/m 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  made  the  motion,  fpS! 
and  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft, 
have  urged  in  fupport  of  their  motion,  I  muft 
agree  with  my  honourable  friend  on  the  floor,  that 
the  prefent  is  not  at  all  a  proper  time,  nor,  indeed, 
are  we  diwy  way  prepared  for  going  into  a  commit- 
tee upon  the  petition  now  before  us.  I  am  fur- 
prifed.  Sir,  to  hear  it  pretended,  that  no  argument 
has  been  oltered  againft  the  motion,  but  that  of  its 
not  being  a  proper  time :  Have  they  not  been  told, 
is  it  not  well  knov/n  to  every  gentleman  of  the 
houfe,  that  this  is  the  laft  feihon  of  a  Parliament, 
which  muft  alwajT's  be  pretty  much  hurried,  and 
thererefore,  it  is  not  proper  to  bring  before  us  an 
atiair  of  fuch  a  complicated  nature,  and  which  will 
Y  3  '  require 
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'  require  fo  mucb  time  to  fearch  thoroughly  to  the 

*  bottom  of  the  wound,  before  we  can  io  much  as 
^  pretend  to  apply,  or  even  to  find  out  a  proper  re- 

*  medy. 

'  Belides,  Sir,  have  they  not  been  told,  and  does 

*  not  every  man  know,  that  the  prefent  pofture  of 
^  affairs  in  Europe  may  probably  bring  matters  of 
^  much  greater  importance  before  us,  matters  of  the 
^  higheft  confequence  to  the  whole  nation,  and  mat- 
'  ters  which  will  require  the  immediate  confideration 

*  of  Parliament  ?   Shall  we  then  take  up  the  fhort 

*  time  we  have  to  fit,  in  the  examination  of  affairs 
'  relating  to  one  fmall  branch  of  the  revenue,    the 

*  delaying  of  which  until  another  feffion,  can  be  of 

*  no  fignal  difadvantage  to  tlie  nation  in  general, 

*  or  even  to  any  private  man?  And  I  fnall  add,  that 
'  we  ought  to  be  the  more  cautious  of  entering  into 
^  the  examination  of  this  petition,  becaufe  ic  m.ay 

*  bring  before  us  a  great  many  fuch  ^  there  are  feve- 
'  ral  forts  of  other  commodities  fubjedl:  to  the  laws 
'  of  excife,  and  if  we  once  enter  upon  giving  relief 
^'  to  the  petitioners,  we  ma}''  expect  petitions  from 
'  the  dealers  in  all  thofe  other  commodities  fubjecfc 
*^  to  the  fame  laws. 

'  The  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  has,  I  find,  been 
at  the  pains  to  confider  the  amount  of  the  duty  up- 
on tea  for  feven  years  before,  and  feven  years  after 
the  alteration  was  made  in  the  method  of  coliedt- 
ing  that  duty,  and  I  will  agree  with  him,  that  in 
this  lall:  3''ear  the  produce  of  that  duty  amounted 
to  no  more  than  120,000/,  But  i  muft  take  no- 
tice, that  his  method  of  comparing  the  one  with  the 
other  is  neither  fair  nor  jufc :  He  has,  out  of  the 
'  time  before  that  alteration  was  made,  picked  out 

*  the  year  when  the  produce  of  that  duty  amount- 

*  ed  to  the  highefr  fum  that  it  ever  did  before 
^  the  alteration  was  made  ^    and  out  of  the  time, 

*  lince  the  alteration  v/as  made,  he  has  picked  out 
'  that  year  when  the  produce  of  tiiat  duty  was  the 
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'  loweft  that  it  has  been  in  any  year  lince,  in  order 
'  to  make  a  comparifon,  and  from  thence  to  draw 
'  his  conclufion,  that  the  public  revenue  has  not  been 
'^  much  increafed  by  the  alteration  that  was  made  in 
^  the  year  1724,  as  to  the  method  of  colledling  that 
'  duty. 

'  Now,  Sir,  I  appeal  to  every  gentleman  that 
^  hears  me,  if  the  fair  way  of  ftating  this  matter  is 
'  not,  to  compute  the  amount  of  the  duty  for  feven 
'  years  before,  in  order  to  fix  a  medium  for  that 
'  ieven  years  ^  and  next  to  compute  the  amount  for 
'  feven  years  after,  in  order  to  fix  a  medium  for  that 
'  time,  and  then  to  compare  the  two  mediums  to- 
^  gether.  This,  Sir,  is  certainly  the  fair  way  of 
'  making  a  computation,  and  according  to  this  me* 
'  thod  it  will  be  found,  that  the  public  revenue  has 
'  been  increafed  above  34,000/.  per  annum.  Befides 
'  this,  the  gentleman  forgot  to  mention  feizures, 
'  which  in  this  cafe  ought  to  be  taken  notice  of,  and 

*  added  to  the  yearly  iiicreafe,  and  by  them  it  will 
'  be  found,  that  there  is  an  addition  of  20,000/.  a 
'  year  more  made  to  the  public  revenue-,    which  in 

■'^  the  whole  amounts  to  5:4,000/.  a  year,  an  increafe  - 
'  which  I  believe  no  gentleman  in  this  houfe  will 
'  think  inconliderable,  nor  ought  they,  I  think,  to 
'  go  raflily  into  the  changing  of  that  method  of  col- 
'  lection  by  which  tliis  increafe  has  been  made,  efpe- 
'  cially  vv^hen  we  are  at  leaft  in  danger  of  being  up- 

*  on  the  brink  of  a  war,  as  has  been  hinted  by  my 
'  honourable  friend  upon  the  floor. 

'  I  will  allow,  Sir,  that  the  practice  of  running  of 
^  tea  is  a  very  great  fraud  upon  the  public,  and  an 

*  injury  to  the  fair  trader,   and  I  will  like  wife  al- 

*  low,  that  it  has  come  to  a  very  great  height  of 
^  late,  but  the  manner  of  carrying  it  on  now  is  very 
'  different  from  what  it  was  formerly.  The  fmug- 
'  glers  now  travel  in  bodies  of  30  or  40  men  together, 
'  all  well  armed  and  provided  for  a  defperate  de- 
^  fence ,  they  carry  their  goods  fiom  houfe  to  houfe, 

y  4  *  and 
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*  and  adually  murder  and  deftroy  the  King's  offi- 
'  cers,   wherever  they  can  meet  with  them  unfup- 

*  ported  by  regular  troops  :  This  is  now  their  me- 
^  thod  of  running  their  goods,  and  difpofing  of  them 
'  after  they  are  run  ^  this,  as  v\^ill,  I  believe,  be  ac- 

*  knowledged,   muft  be  much  more  dangerous  and 

*  expenfive  to  them,  than  the  clandeftine  way  they 

*  were  in  formerly  ^    this  method  they  have  been 

*  reduced  to  by  the  laws  of  excife,  and  yet  gentle- 

*  men  defire  to  have  that  check  removed,  which  has 
^  laid  them  under  fo  great  difficulties. 

'  Gentlemen,  Sir,  complain,   that  arguments  are 

*  not  offered  againfl  what  they  propofe,   or  at  lead 

*  none  but  fuch  as  are  general,  but,  I  think,  it  has 

*  alwa3^s  been  the  cuftom,  when  any  thing  new  is 
=  offered  to  this  houfe,  for  thofe  who  are  for  it,   to 

*  give  their  reaions  for  what  they  propofe,  and  if 
'  thofe  reafons  cannot  be  fufficiently  anfwered,  or 
'  ftronger  reafons  brought  againfl:  it,  the  houfe  then 

*  agrees  with  the  motion.  Now  I  wifh  tliofe  gen- 
'  tlemen  would  give  us  fome  particular  argument  in 

*  fupport  of  what  they  propofe,  I  v/ifli  they  would 
''  agree  upon  fome  particular  facts,  and  argue  from 

*  thofe  fads,  and  then  the  gentlemen  who  feem  to 
^  be  of  a  contrary  opinion  would  be  able  to  debate 

*  the  queftion  fairly  with  them  ^  but  fince  they  have 

*  not  been  able  to  agree  upon  any  facts,  or  to  give 

*  us  any  particular  reafons  for  referring  this  petir 

*  tion  to  a  committee,   I  muft  conclude,  that  even 

*  they  themfelves  are  not  prepared  for  taking  it  in- 

*  to  confideration,  and  therefore  I  hope  it  will  be 
^  ordered  to  lye  upon  the  table. 

ut'Sandiis  Samuel    SancJy:^    Efq,      *  Sir,     the-   honourable 

fpcsch.       ,  gentleman  who    fpoke    laft,    defired    that    we 

*  might  agree  on  particular  facts,  and  argue  from 
•^  thcfe  fadts.     This,  Sir,   would  be  a  proper  and 

*  a  reafonable  demand,  if  ^  we  were  now  in  ^ 
I  committee  upon  the  petition  3   but  as  the  only 

!  gneftioi:^ 
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^  queftion  now  before  us  is,  whether  or  no  we  flialj 
go  into  a  committee,  I  cannot  think,  that  it  is 
either  proper  or  reafonable  :  It  is,  I  think,  ac- 
knowledged, that  the  pradice  of  fmuggling  is 
come  to  a  very  great  height,  and  I  believe  it  will 
not  be  denied,  but  that  all  thofe  who  are  fubjed 
to  the  laws  of  excife,  are  under  a  great  many  in- 
conveniencies  which  their  fellow  fubjeds,  not  liable 
to  fuch  laws,  are  free  from  :  This  alone,  in  my 
opinion,  ought  to  be  a  fufficient  inducement  for  us 
to  go  into  a  committee  ^  for,  in  moft  cafes,  peti- 
tioners, ivho  complain  of  grievances,  are  to  prove 
the  fads  ihtj  alledge,  before  the  committee,  and 
petitions  are  generail}^  referred  to  committees,  up- 
on lliggeftions  only  of  grievances  which  ought  to 
be  redrelled  ^  but  the  cafe  now  before  us  is  much 
ftronger,  the  fads  alledged  by  the  petitioners  are 
allowed  to  be  true,  the  grievances  complained  of 
are  alloived  to  be  fuch  as  ought  to  be  redreffed,  and 
yet  fome  gentlemen  are,  1  find,  againft  fo  much 
as  taking  thtrir  petition  into  confideration :  If  this 
be  treating  our  fellow-fubjeds  as  they  ought  to  be, 
as  I  hope  they  always  v/ill  be  treated  by  this  houfe, 
1  leave  to  the  whole  world  to  judge. 
'  But,  Sir,  upon  the  prefenting  of  a  petition,  and 
upon  a  debate,  whether  that  petition  ought  to  be 
referred  to  a  committee,  to  defire  gentlemen  to  a- 
gree  upon  particular  fads,  efpecially  when  the  fads 
muft  all  be  fuch  as  cannot  be  known  to  any  but 
thofe  in  the  adminiftration,  or  thofe  who  are  imme- 
diate!}' concerned  in  the  management  of  the  public 
revenue,  is  really  mofl:  unreafonable :  It  is  defiring 
gentlemen  to  agree  upon  fads  which  it  is  impoifi- 
ble  for  them  to  know,  till  they  can,  in  a  proper 
way,  have  an  opportunity^  to  inquire  into  them.  If 
the  houfe  iliall  agree,  which  I  hope  it  will,  to  go 
into  a  committee  upon  this  petition,  I  do  not 
doubt  but  fuch  papers  will  be  called  for,  as  will  put 
us  upon  an  equal  footing  with  thofe  gentlemen  who 

*  have 
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^  have  the  advantage  of  being  concv'^rned  in  the  ad- 

*  miniftration,  and  in  the  management  of  the  pub- 

*  lie  revenue;  and  then  I  make  no  doubt  of   being 

*  able  to  comply  with  the  gentleman's  defire  ^  I  am 
'  perfuaded,  we  fhall  then  be  able  to  fix  upon  fuch 
^  fads  as  will  make  it  appear  to  this  houfe,  that  not 
^  only  the  petitioners  ought  to  be  relieved,  but  that 
'^  fomething  muft  be  done,  fome  new  method  muft 
''  be  contrived,  for  putting  an  end  to  the  infamous 
^  pradice  of  finuggling  ^  fo  that  our  not  being  able 
^  at  prefent  to  fix  upon  an}^  particular  fads,  is  fo 
'  far  from  being  a  reafon  againft,  that  it  is  a  ftrong 
"^  reafon  for  our  referring  this  petition  to  the  confi- 
'  deration  of  a  committee. 

'  The  petitioners,  Sir,  have  verj^  juH:  grounds  to 
*^  hope,  that  this  houfe  will  take  oft  of  them  thofe 
'  fhackles  which  we  moft  juftly  refufed  to  put  upon 
'  the  dealers  in  wine  and  tobacco :  They  have  as 
'  good  a  title  to  all  the  liberties  and  privileges  of 
'  Eiiglipjmen  as  any  other  fubjeds,  and  1  can  lee  no 
"  reafon  for  diitinguiihing  them  from  i\iQ  reft  of 

*  their  countrymen.    In  the  prefent  cafe  gentlemen 

*  need  not  be  afraid  of  making  a  precedent,  and  lay- 
^  ing  a  foundation  for  a  great  many  petitions-,  there 
^  are  no  dealers  in  England  followed  by  the  laws  of 
^  excife,  as  the  dealers  in  tea  arc,   except  only  the 

*  dealers  in  brandy  ^  and  therefore,   the  giving  ear 

*  to  the  heavjT-  and  the  juft  complaints  of  the  peti- 
'  tioners,  can  lay  no  foundation  for  a  multitude  of 
'  petitions  being  brought  in  upon  us  from  the  deal- 
^  ers  in  other  commodities  fubjedcd  to  the  laws  of 
'  excife  ^  for  though  there  are  other  commodities 
'  fubjed  to  the  laws  of  excife,  yet  tliofe  laws  go  no 
'  farther  than  the  firfl:  manufadurer,    they  do  not 

*  follow  the  commodity  through  all  the  corners  of 
^  the  kingdom,  arid  into  the  little  lliops  and  cellars 

*  of  every  petty  retailer. 
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'  Gentlemen  tell  us,  that  we  are  to  have  matters 
of  much  greater  weight  before  us,  which  require  a 
more  immediate  confideration,  and  which  will 
take  up  the  whole  of  that  fhort  time  we  have  to 
be  together.  Sir,  I  know  nothing  of  greater 
weight  than  that  of  efFedtually  (ecuring  the  public 
revenue,  encouraging  the  fair  trader,  and  relieving 
our  fellow-fubjects  from  the  grievances  they  labour 
under,  and  I  wi(h  the  gentlemen  would  rife  up 
and  inform  the  houfc  what  it  is,  that  they  think  a 
ly^mev  of  much  greater  weight.  I  am  fure,  if  we 
are  upon  the  brink  of  a  war,  or  in  any  danger  of 
being  upon  the  brink  of  a  war,  it  renders  it  much 
the  more  necelTary  for  us  to  take  the  petition  into 
our  confiJeration  :  As  the  war  can  be  fupported 
only  by  the  public  revenue,  if  we  are  in  any  fuch 
danger,^  it  is  the  more  incumbent  upon  us,  to  take 
all  poiiible  methods  to  fecure  and  increafe  that 
revenue  ^  and  as  in  time  of  war  the  fair  trader  la- 
bours under  many  difcouragements  abroad,  it  will 
become  the  m.ore  neceffary  to  take  care  that  he 
fhall  labour  under  as  few  as  poffible  at  home  § 
and  I  am  fure,  if  we  are  threatened  with  a  war,  it 
is  the  bulinefs  of  this  houfe,  it  is  the  bufinefs  of 
every  man  who  wifhes  well  to  the  prefent  efta- 
blifhment,  to  be  more  diligent  than  ufual  in  con- 
ciliating the  minds  of  the  people  to  his  Majefty's 
government,  v/hich  can  only  be  done  by  remo- 
ving their  grievances  as  foon  as  we  hear  them  z 
Thus,  Sir,  every  argument  that  has  been  offered 
againft  going  into  a  committee,  when  duly  confi- 
dered,  appears  to  be  a  ftrong  argument  in  favour 
of  the  motion,  and  therefore,  unlefs  fom^e  more 
weighty  arguments  be  offered,  I  am  perfuaded  the 
houie  will  not  reject  it. 

Fbilip  Gyhhoj^  Efq^     '  I  fland  up.   Sir,    to  agree  JjJeeS^^'^^'' 
'  with  my  worthy  friend,  in  iht  motion  he  has  made 
*  fji  referring  this  petition  to  a  committee  of  the 

'  whole 
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*  .whole  houfe,  and  as  I  have  not  yet  heard  any  one 
*;argument  againft  it,  I  (hall  not  take  up  much  of 
^  your  time.     I  have  indeed  heard  gentlemen  argue 

*  againft  what  they  imagine  may  be  propoied  when 

*  we  go  into  a  committee  upon  this  petition,  which 

*  really  to  me  feems  to  be  a  very  prepofterous  way 
'  of  arguing^  they  firft  form  to  themfelves  hideous 

*  notions  of  what  is  to  be  propofed  in  that  commit- 

*  rtee,  and  from  thence  they  refolve  to  be  againft  go- 
Vdng  into  any  fuch  committee.     I  would  be  as  un- 

*  willing,  Sir,  as  any  gentleman  in  this  houfe,  'to  do 
^  any  tiling  at  the  prefent  juncture  for  leflening  the 
'  ^yublic  revenue,  and  I  am  far  from  believing,  that 
Sany  fuch  thing  is  intended  to  be  propoied  ^  but  if 
^  I  really  thought,  that  fome  fuch  thing  was  to  be 
^  propofed,  though,  according  to  my  prefent  fcnti- 
"^  ments,  I  fhould  be  ver}'^  much  againft  any  inch 
^  :propoiition,  yet  I  ftiould  be  willing  to  hear  what 
'^gentlemen  had  to  fay  upon  that  head,  and  there- 
tofore would  not  be  againft  giving  them  an  oppor- 
^lunity,  efpecially  in  a  cafe  which  every  man  al- 
f;lowed  to  be  fuch  as  ftood  vjery  much  in  need  of 
fijredrels. 

f^  '  lam  of  opinion,  Sir,  that  thofe  gentlemen  wlio 
*j^feem  to  fhew  fo  very  great  a  concern  for  the  reve^ 
^  -nue,  need  not  be  fo  much  afraid  that  the  giving  a 

*  proper  relief  to  the  petitioners  would  diminifh  the 

*  public  revenue  ^  for  I  believe  when  proper  papers 

*  and  accounts  are  .called  for,  and  the  matter  fairly 
^and  fully  examined,  it  will  appear,  that  the  reve- 

*  nue  has  been  no  great  gainer  by  the  alteration 
'Sometime  ago  made  in  the  method  of  collecting 

*  the  dut}^  upon  tea  ^  I  believe  it  v/ill  then  appear, 
^  that  the  increafe  of  the  publick  revenue  has  not  near 
'  kept  pace  with  the  increafe  of  the  confumption  ^ 
•^  fo  that  if  thofe  gentlemen  have  really  nothnig  elfe 

*  to  fear,  but  a  decreafe  of  t'nQ  public  revenue,  they 
\need  make  no  difficulty   in  reftoring  the  peti- 

'  tioner^ 
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'  tioners  to  thofe  privileges  which  no  Englifhman 

*  ought  to  he  devefted  of,  without  fome  very  abfo- 
*"  lute  and  apparent  necelFity  for  fo  doing. 

'  Gentlemen  fa3%    the  feffion  is  to  be  but  fhort, 

*  and  therefore  we  have  not  time  to  enter  into  the 

*  confideration  of  this  affair  •,    upon  which  I  muft 

*  fay,  Sir,  that  thofe  who  talk  fo,  feem  to  have  for- 
^  got  one  of  the  chief  ends  of  our  meeting  in  this 
'  place  -,  it  is,  or  it  ought  to  be  known  to  every  gen- 
'  tleman  in  this  houfe,  that  two  of  the  chief  ends  of 
^  our  meeting  here  are,  to  redrefs  grievances,  and 
'  to  grant  fuch  fupplies  to  his  Majefty  as  appear  to 
'  us  to  be  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  his  govern- 
'  ment  ^  and  the  ufage  of  Parliament  anciently  was^ 
'  to  grant  no  fupplies  till  all  grievances  were  firft  re- 
'  dreiTed  ^  but  the  method  feems  now  to  be  intirely 
'  altered  ^  gentlemen  find  time  enough  to  load  the 
'  nation  with  many  and  heavy  taxes,  but  can  Ipare 
'  no  time,  it  feems,  to  relieve  the  people  from  any 
^  burden  or  grievance  they  juftly  complain  of.  They 

*  who  talk  fo,  muft  certainly  have  much  more  afTu- 

*  ranee  than  I  am  mafter  of:  I  wondei  how,  after 

*  fuch  a  declaration,  they  can,  with  confidence,  look 
'  their  conftituents  in  the  face^  far  lefs  expecl,  that 
^  th^y  fhould  again   do  them  the  honour  to  fend 

*  them  hither.  Thofe  gentlemen  really  talk  of  this 
^  houfe,  as  if  they  looked  on  it  only  as  a  regifter  for 
^  taxes,  and  as  if  we  had  nothing  to  do  here  but 

*  to  grant  to  the  crown  what  fums  of  money  the 
'  minifters  fliall  pleafe  to  call  for  •,  I  hope,  Sir,  we 

*  are  not  yet  come  to  fuch  a  low  pafs  :  i  have  ftill 
^  a  better  opinion  of  this  houfe  than  to  believe,  that 

*  you  will  rejed  a  motion  fo  reafonable  and  fo  ne- 

*  cefTary.' 

Walter  Pinmmer,  Efq^    *  Sir,  I  am  fo  fenfible  ofMr.  p/«w- 

*  the  grievances  the  petitioners  labour  under,  and  "'^' '^'^'"'^^ 
'  of  the  necejfity  of  doing  fomething  to  put  a  ftop 

I  to  that  growing  evil  of  fmuggUng,  that  I  have 

*  beea 
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*  been  in  expedation  of  this  petition  ever  fince  the 

*  fellion  began.     The  time  I  fpenr  in  the  country, 

*  during  the  laft  recefs  of  Parliament,  happened  to 
'  be  in  a  county  where  I  had  occafion  to  fee  a  great 

*  deal  of  that  infamous  pradice  ^    fo  that  if  there 

*  was  no  other  motiv^e  for  going  into  the  committee 

*  propofed,  than  that  of  endeavouring  to  do  fome- 

*  thing  to  prevent  fmuggling,    that  alone  with  me 

*  would  be  a  prevailing  motive  ^  and  for  that  reafon 

*  I  am  furprifed  to  fee  the  motion  oppofed  by  any 

*  gentleman,    but  much  more  to  fee  it  oppofed  by 
'  thofe  gentlemen,    who  mufl:  know  much  more 

*  than  I  do  of  the  great  increafe  and  the  fatal  efrecls 

*  of  this  infamous  pradice. 

'  Sir,  in  that  county  where  I  was,  the  fmugglers 

*  went  about  in  fuch  formidable  bodies,  that  if  fome- 

*  thing  is  not  done  to  put  a  flop  to  it,  they  may 
-  foon  threaten  danger  even  to  our  civil  govern- 
;^-^ment :  I  have  often  met  them  in  gangs  of  forty  or 

"^  fifty  together,  and  all  fowell  mounted,  that  even 
*^the  dragoons  could  not  come  up  with  them  ,    and 

*  they  give  fuch  exceffive  wages  to  the  men  that  will 

*  engage  with  them,  that  the  landed  intereft  in  that 

*  part  of  the  country  fuffers  confiderably  by  it :  The 
•t:  common  price  of  a  day's  labour,  in  that  country 
1*  where  I  was,  is  already  got  up  to  iS  d,  and,  even 
iTt*^  at  that  price,  it  is  with  great  difficult}?-  that  the  far- 
'>*'  mers  can  find  labourers  to  till  and  manage  their 

^  grounds  •,  and  how  can  it  be  otherwife  ?    For  all 

*  the  young  clever  fellows  of  the  county  are  enga- 

*  ged  and  employed  by  the  fmugglers  ^    from  them 

*  they  have  half  a  crown  a  day,  while  the}^  wait  up- 

*  on  the  feacoaft  for  the  landing  of  the  goods  j  and 

*  as  foon  as  the  goods  are  landed,    and  they  mount 

*  on  horfe-back,  to  go  about  the  country  to  difpofe 
f  of  them,  they  have  a  guinea  a  day,  and  are  well 

'")f  entertained  during  the  whole  time  of  their  at- 

*  tendance :    Thus  they  find  a  much  ealier,    and 

*  more  profitable  employment  than  any  they  can 

'  have 
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*  have  from  the  farmer  ^  and  while  they  are  thus 
'  employed,  all  improvements  of  land  muft  remain 
'  in  fufpence. 

'  Gentlemen  may  talk  of  the  great  check  that  has 
'  been  put  upon  fmuggling,  hy  the  joining  of  the 
'  laws  of  excife  to  the  laws  of  the  cuftoms,  but  they 

*  muft  allow,  that  project  from  which  fo  much  be- 
'^  nefit  was  expeded,  has  proved  altogether  inefFec- 
'  tual,  and  I  am  afraid  that  all  other  methods  will 
'  prove  ineifeclual,  as  long  as  the  duty  is  fo  high, 
'  and  fo  much  advantage  to  be  got  by  running.  In 
'  that  part  of  the  country  where  I  was,  tea  is  gene- 
'  rally  fold  by  retailers,  in  their  fhops,  at  5  j.  a 
'  pound,  and  as  we  muft  fuppofe  the  importer  to 
'have  a  profit  upon  importation,   and  as  the  duty 

*  amounts  to  about  4.S,  and  9^.  a  pound,  I  leave 

*  gentlemen  to  judge,  whether  it  is  poffible  to  fell 
'  by  retail  at  5  j.  a  pound,  any  tea  upon  which  the 
'  duty  has  been  honeftly  paid  :  It  is  eafy  to  guefs 
'  from  whence  all  this  tea  comes  ^  the  fmugglers 
'buy  it  in  Holland,  at  2  /.  a  pound,  and  from  thence 

*  run  it  into  this  countr}^'-,  the  Dutch  buy  it  in  the 
'  Eali-hdies  at  6  d.  a  pound  ^  fo  that  this  nation  pays 
'  the  Dutch  18^.  a  pound  for  the  carriage :  This 
'  muft  be  a  vaft  lofs  to  this  nation,  and  muft  cer- 
'  tainly  be  fo  great  an  advantage  to  Holland^  that,  I 

*  am  fure,  if  there  were  now  a  Dutch  minifter  in 
'  our  gallery,  he  would  be  extremely  pleafed  to  fee 
'this  motion  rejeded,  and  would  not  fail  to  aq- 
'  quaint  the  States  General,  by  the  very  firft  poft, 

*  how  much  the  intereft  of  Holland  had,    by  fome 
J,  gentlemen  in  a  Brhilh  houfe  of  Commons,   been 

*  preferred  to  that  of  Great  Britain. 

'  I  am  amazed,  Sir,    to  find  that  fome  gentlemen 

*  do  not  fee  how  much  the  revenue  fufFers  by  the 
'  pradice  of  fmuggling  ;   and  though  I  do  not  ex- 

*  pe6t  that  they  fhould  take  any  great  care  of  the 
'  fubjed,  yet  I  hope  they  will  take  fome  care  of  the 
'  public  revenue,  fince  they  have  the  fingering  and 

-     '  the 
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*  the  managing  of  it.^    Upon  the  whole,  I  muft  fay, 

*  that  if  we  have  any  regard  for  the  fubjects  in  ge- 

*  neral,  if  we  have  an}''  regard  for  the  trade  of  this 
'  nation,  if  we  have  any  regard  for  the  public  reve- 

*  nue,  if  we  have  any  regard  for  the  landed  iiitereft,- 
'  particularly  the  tillage,  we  certainly  mufl  agree 
'  to  go  into  this  committee ,  I  am  fure  nothing  more 

*  worthy  of  our  confideration  can  pollibly  come  be- 

*  fore  us,  and  therefore  I  fliall  be  moft  heartily  for 

*  the  queftion.' 

w?^'         ii^^n  PManjy  Efq^     ^  Sir,  I  cannot  ^a3^    with' 
fpSch.       '  the  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  that  I  have  been  iii 

*  daily  expedlation  of  the  petition  now  prefented  to 

*  us  •,  on  the  contrar3s  I  was  in  hopes,  that  as  the 

*  fenfe  of  this  houfe  had  been  taken  upon  it  laft  fef- 
'  fion  of  Parliament,  the  petitioners  would  have  cho- 
'  fen  a  more  proper  time  for  renewing  their  requeft 
'  than  I  take  the  prefent  to  be  *,  for,  not  to  fa}'-  that 

*  we  are  upon  the  immediate  brink  of  a  war,  nor  to 

*  flatter  gentlemen  with  any  certain  hopes  of  peace, 

*  I  am  fure,  I  may  fay,  our  fituation  is  at  prefent 
'  fuch,  that  to  do  any  thing  which  might  poilibly 
'  lefTen  the  public  revenue,  would  be  adling  other- 
'  wife  than  this  houfe  ought  to  do  •,  and  indeed, 
'  confidering  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  affairs  of 
'  Europe,  and  how  nearly  this  nation  may  be  affect-  . 

*  ed  by  the  event  of  the  prefent  war,  the  prcfent- 
'  ing  of  fuch  a  petition,   at  fuch  a  critical  junc-- 

*  ture,  feemsi  really  to  me  to  be  done  with  no  other 
'  view,  but  that  of  reviving  thofe  clam.ours,  and 
'  renewing  thofe  unhappy  difturbances  which  were 

*  latelyfo  artfuUyftirred  up  over  the  whole  kingdom. 
'  It  is  impoifible.  Sir,  to  talk  either  for  or  againft 

*  committing  a  petition,  without  entering  fome  way 

*  into  the  merits  of  it,  and  into  what  may  be  ex- 

*  pe6ted  to  be  done  in  that  committee  :  In  this,  if 

*  there  is  any  irregularity,  the  gentlemen  who  have 

*  fpoke  for  referring  the  petition  to  a  committee, 

9  *  have 
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have  been  as  guilty  as  thofe  who  have  fpolce  againlt 
it  ^  but,  in  my  opinion,  there  is  nothing  more 
proper  to  be  confidered  in  the  prefent  debate,  than 
whether  or  no  there  can  poffibly  be  any  thing  pro- 
j)ofed  in  that  committee,  for  redrelHng  thofe  griev- 
ances which  are  complained  of  in  the  petition  •, 
for  if  no  prefent  redrefs  can  be  thought  of,  if  there 
can  be  nothing  propofed,  it  would  not  be  very  con- 
fiftent  with  the  dignity  of  this  houfe  to  go  into  a 
committee  upon  any  affair,  only  to  flare  at  one 
another,  and  then  to  break  up  without  hearing  any 
thing  propofed,  or  coming  to  any  one  refolution  ; 
and  as  yet  I  have  heard  nothing  mentioned,  nor  fo 
much  as  hinted  at,  for  us  to  do  in  that  committee, 
but  what  might  very  probably  diminifli  the  public 
revenue,  which  is  a  rifque  we  ought  not  to  run  at 
prefent. 

'  I  am  very  fenfible.  Sir,  of  the  great  enormities 
committed  by  the  fmugglers,  efpecially  in  thofe 
counties  which  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
city  :  The  open  and  the  outrageous  manner  in 
which  they  carry  on  their  frauds,  is  well  known,  I 
believe,  to  mofl  gentlemen  in  this  houfe  ^  but  it 
is  certain,  that  that  method  of  fmuggling  is  much 
more  expenfive,  more  difficult  and  more  dange- 
rous than  the  private  way  they  had  of  carrying  on 
that  practice,  before  the  laws  of  excife  were  joined 
to  the  laws  of  the  cuftoms  ^  and  it  is  likewife  well 
known,  how  many  feizures  have  lately  been  made, 
and  how  many  of  thofe  fmugglers  have  been  quite 
ruined  and  undone  ^  this  mufl  neceffarily  difcou- 
rage  any  new  undertakers  in  that  way,  and  will 
certainly  put  an  end  to  the  pradice  at  laft  ^  for  the 
misfortunes  of  others  will  at  lafl  convince  moflpeo- 
j)le,  that  there  is  nothing  to  be  got  by  the  trade, 
and  as  foon  as  that  opinion  comes  to  be  general, 
no  man  will  dare  to  engage  in  it. 

Vol,  XI.  Z  *  I  fhall 
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*  I  fhall  not  at  prefent  pretend  to  determine,  what 
increafe  has  been  made  to  the  public  revenue,  by 
fubjecting  tea,  coffee  and  chocolate,  to  the  laws 
of  excife  5  but  it  is  certain,  that  branch  of  there- 
venue  has  D^en  fince  that  time  increafed,  and  I 
cannot  think  but  that  there  was  more  fmuggling 
before,  than  fince  that  alteration  was  made  ^  there 
were  not,  indeed,  fo  many  feifures  made  before, 
as  there  have  been  made  fince  that  time,  nor  was 
fmuggling  formerly  carried  on  in  fo  open  or  fo  vi- 
olent a  manner,  fo  that  it  has  fince  made  a  great 
deal  of  m.ore  noife,  and  from  thence  moft  people 
conclude  falfely,  I  believe,  that  fmuggling  has 
lately  increafed. 

'  It  is  very  true.  Sir,  that  moft  of  thofe  things, 
which  are  now  under  the  laws  of  excife,  are  not 
fo  much  followed  after  as  tea,  which  indeed  makes 
a  difference,  as  to  the  number  of  perfons  who  are 
thereby  fubjected  to  the  excife  laws  ^  but  as  to 
thofe  who,  by  their  being  manufadurers  of  fuch 
other  commodities,  are  fubje6ted  to  fuch  laws,  they 
certainly  feel  as  many  inconveniences,  and  have 
as  much  reafon  to  complain  of  grievances,  as  the 
dealers  in  coffee  and  tea  can  poiubly  have,  and 
therefore  they  have  as  good  reafon  to  apply  to 
Parliament  for  relief:  Have  not  the  malfters,  the 
brewers,  the  foap-boilers,  and  a  great  many  others, 
as  good  a  title  to  all  the  liberties  and  privileges  of 
EngliJJmien,  as  the  dealers  in  coffee  and  tea,^  or  as 
any  other  fub  je(3-s,  and  the  reafon  for  diftinguifliing 
both  from  the  reft  of  their  countrymen  is,  becaufe 
the  public  utility  and  the  nature  of  their  bufinefs, 
make  it  abfolutely  neceffary  to  do  fo  ;  If  we  then 
take  the  cafe  of  the  petitioners  into  our  confidera- 
tion,  can  we  expect  that  all  the  other  forts  of  tra- 
ders, who  really  are,  or  imagine  themfelves  to  be 
in  the  fame  circumftances,  will  not  apply  to  us  for 
relief  j  and  will  it  be  confiftent  with  the  juftice  of 
Parliament,  not  to  take  their  cafes  under  our  con- 

lideration. 
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fideration,  as  well  as  the  cafe  of  the  petitioners  : 
Thus,  Sir,  iliall  we  open  a  door  for  a  great  deal 
of  more  bufinefs,  than,  I  believe,  any  gentleman 
thinks  we  will  have  time  to  difpatch  in  this  feliion, 
or  in  this  Parliament. 

'  In  the  prefent  cafe.  Sir,  gentlemen  ought  to  con- 
fider,  that  the  duties  upon  coffee  and  tea  are  appro- 
priated duties  ^  that  part  of  the  revenue,  or  at  kaft, 
a  great  part  of  it,  is  ai:)propriated  to  the  payment 
of  our  public  debts  ^  and  therefore,  before  we  at- 
tempt any  alteration,  as  to  the  method  of  colled- 
ing  it,  or  any  thing  that  may  poffibly  diminilh 
it,  we  ought  to  have  the  confent  of  thofe  who  are 
interefted  therein,  and  in  cafe  of  a  diminution,  we 
ought  to  be  well  affured  of  means  to  make  it  up 
in  another  way.  I  have  always  had,  and  fliall  al- 
ways have,  as  great  a  regard  to  the  intereft  of  the 
fubjed,  as  any  member  of  this  houfe,  and  I  do 
not  doubt,  but  the  honourable  gentleman  who 
fpoke  ]aft  has  the  fame  -,  but  I  never  could  think, 
that  the  taking  care  of  the  fub|e^,  and  taking  care 
of  the  public  revenue,  were  diltind  considerations, 
they  are  certainly  the  fame,  and  in  all  our  delibe- 
rations in  this  houfe  we  ought  to  have  a  regard  to 
both.  I  agree,  that  fomething  may,  lomething 
ought  to  be  done,  for  putting  an  immediate  flop 
to  the  prefent  praiftice  of  fmuggling,  bat  I  think 
it  more  confiftent  wi';h  the  wiidom  of  Parliament, 
not  to  enter  upon  fo  copious  a  field,  at  the  vciy 
clofe  of  a  Parliament,  and  therefore,  as  one  rhat 
wiihes  v/ell  to  the  fubject,  as  a  member  of  this 
houfe,  and  as  an  honeft  man,  I  lliaii  now  give  m.y 
I  vote  for  ordering  the  petition  to  lie  upon  the  table/ 

William  Pdteney,  Efq^    '  Sir,  I  find  that  all  the Mr^P^/j^^-^^ 

*  gentlemen,  who  have  oppofed  the  motion  \^ow  in"'^ 
'  your  hand,  pretend  to  be  of  opinion,  that  this  is 

*  not  a  proper  time  for  going  into  the  committee 
[  propofed.    This,  Sir,  was,  I  remember,  the  chief 

Z  2  '  argument 
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argument  made  ufe  of  laft  feffion  of  Parliament, 
againfl:  taking  this  petition  into  our  eonfideration : 
Then,  indeed,  they  had  another  objedion  ^  they 
pretended,  that  the  petition  then  prefented  to  us, 
was  figned  but  by  a  few  of  the  dealers  in  that  com- 
modity •,  but  tliis  objection  being  now  intirely  re- 
moved by  the  gentleman  who  prefented  the  peti- 
tion, they  are  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  other 
objection,  which  they  then  made  ufe  of.  In  laft 
fejlion,  they  tolxl  us,  this  feffion  is  near  an  end, 
we  have  not  time  now  to  enter  into  the  eonfidera- 
tion of  the  matters  complained  of  in  the  petition, 
but  next  felhon  it  fhall  be  done  :  Now  we  are  in 
the  next  feffion,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  feffion 
too,  they  cannot  tell  us  the  feffion  is  near  an  end, 
but  they  fay,  this  feffion  will  be  but  a  fhort  feffion, 
and  as  it  is  now  lb  near  the  clofe  of  a  Parliament, 
we  cannot  now  enter  into  the  eonfideration  of  this 
affair,  but  it  fhall  be  done  next  Parliament :  What 
arrant  trifling  is  this,  Sir  ?  Can  gentlemen  exped, 
that  this  houfe  will  be  treated  in  fuch  a  manner  > 
Who  is  the  gentleman  can  promife,  that  this  will 
be  done,  or  what  may  be  done  next  Parliament  ? 
Can  he  who  fancies  himfelf  the  greateft  man  among 
us  be  fure  of  having  a  feat  in  the  next  Parliament  ? 
Or,  if  he  has,  can  he  be  fure  that  his  power  and 
fway  will  be  the  fame  ?  But  why,  Sir,  fhould  this 
be  but  a  fhort  feffion  ?  There  is  no  neceffity,  that 
I  know  of,  for  putting  an  end  to  the  feifion  fo 
foon  :  If  there  is,  why  did  they  not  call  us  fooner  ? 
Thofe  in  the  adminiftration  have  the  fole  advifing 
of  his  Majefty,  and  it  lies  wholly  in  his  breaft 
when  to  call  us  together,  as  well  as  when  to  put  an 
end  to  the  feffion  :  Shall  our  trade  then  lie  expofed 
to  fraud  and  fmuggling  ?  fhall  our  fellow-fubjeds 
continue  to  groan  under  loads  of  oppreffion,  only 
becaufe  they  are  refolved,  that  this  feffion  fhall  be 
but  a  fhort  one  ? 


The 
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'  The  honourable  gentleman  whofpokclafl:  feem- 
edto  think,  that  this  petition  was  prefented  with  a 
view  only,  as  he  faid,  to  revive  the  clamours,  and 
renew  the  difturbances  that  were  laft  year  without 
doors :   This,  Sir,  I  am  furprifed  at  ^  fhall  our  op- 
prefTed  countrymen  be  accufed  of  havmg  a  defign 
to  raife  difturbances,  when  they  complain  to  Par- 
liament of  the  grievances  they  labour  under  ?  Shall 
thofe  who  fue  to  us  in  the  moft  humble  manner, 
and  pray  that  we  would  take  their  cafe  into  confi- 
deration,  and  give  them  fome  relief  if  it  be  poffi- 
ble  ',  fhall  fuch,  I  fay,  be  deemed  feditious  ?  No, 
Sir,  they  cannot  be  fo  much  as  fufpedted  of  havn:ig 
any  fuch  defign  •,  but  if  the  prefent  motion  be  re- 
jedied,  if  the  humble  requeft  of  the  petitioners  be 
denied,  it  will,  and  it  ought  to  revive  thofe  cla- 
mours, and  renew  thofe  difturbances,  which  were 
laft  year  moft  juftly  raifed  over  the  whole  king- 
dom, by  a  moft  wicked  fcheme  which  was  propo- 
fed  in  this  houfe  •,  the  nation  will  from  thence  moft 
juftly  conclude,  that  the  fcheme  then  fet  on  foot, 
is  not  yet  laid  afide  ^  they  will  have  reafon  to  fear 
that  an  honourable  gentleman  may  perhaps  be  able 
to  perfuade  gentlemen,  at  the  beginning  of  a  fevea 
years  Parliament,  to  agree  to  that  wicked  fcheme, 
which  he  could  not  perfuade  them  to  agree  to, 
immediately  before  a  new  eledion  :  If  our  fellow- 
fubjects  were  intirely  relieved  from  the  oppreifion 
of  excife  laws,  it  might  not  perhaps  be  fo  eafy  to 
faddle  us  with  them  again,  but  the  gentleman  is 
refolved  to  prefer ve  this  as  a  neft-egg,  as  a  foun- 
dation to  build  on,  whenfoever  he  has  a  mmd  to 
take  up  again  his  favourite  fcheme. 
'  Gentlemen  feem  to  be  in  a  fright,  as  if  the  public 
revenue  were  to  be  diminiihed  or  taken  away,  but 
I  am  convinced  their  fears  are  groundlefs  -,  there 
never  was,  I  believe,  any  fuch  thing  intended :  All 
that  is  defired  by  the  prefent  motion  is,  that  we 
would  go  into  a  committee,  that  we  would  take 
Z  3  !  ^^^ 
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the  affair  once  ferioiifly  into  cur  confideration,  in 
order  to  fee,  if  any  thing  can  be  done  more  effec- 
tually to  fecure  the  x^ublic  revenue  than  it  is  at 
prefent,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  grant  fome  relief 
to  thofe  who  petition  for  it,  and  have  a  right  to 
exped  it  from  Parliament  .'   This,  Sir,  will  be  an 
honour  to  this  Parliament  it  will  give  us  a  title  to 
return  to  our  conftituents  with  fome  confidence  5 
and  I  can  fee  no  reafon  why  we  fhould  leave  to 
any  future  Parliament,    the  honour  of  doing  a 
work  which  will  be  of  fuch  fignal  fervice  to  their 
country  and  to  their  fellow  fubjeds. 
'  The  grievance  now  complained  of  was,  without 
doubt,    the  foundation  of  that   wicked  fcheme 
which  we  had  laft  year  before  us,  and  I  am  con- 
vinced, that  no  gentleman  who  had  the  honour  of 
oppofing  that  fcheme,  will  agree  to  the  rejecting 
of  the  prefent  motion,  otherwife  the  houfe  muft  be 
much  changed  from  what  it  was  at  the  time  when 
an  honourable  gentleman,  on  feeing  the  minority 
daily  increafe,  and  the  majoritylanguifli  and  ficken 
away,  w^as  at  laft,  forced,  almoft  with  tears  in  his 
eyes,  to  give  up  his  favourite  child,  the  child  of 
whom  he  feemed  to  have  a  moil  extraordinary  opi- 
nion, when  he  faid,  that  gentleman  who  envied  him 
other  things,  would  fom>e  day  or  other  envy  him 
the  honour  of  that  projed  *,  and  I  am  perfuaded, 
he  ftill  entertains  the  fam^e  good  opinion  of  it,  and 
waits  only  for  a  proper  opportunity  to  renew  it,  for 
which  reafon  he  is  unwilling  that  we  fhould  go 
into  fuch  a  committee  as  is  now  propofed,    left  in 
that  committee  we  fhould  fap  all  the  foundations 
upon  which  any  future  projeds  for  a  farther  exten- 
iion  of  the  excife  laws  may  be  erected/ 


Sir  Kohert 

Walpole's 

fpsech. 


Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Euhequer,  '  Sir,  If  I 
were  to  follow  the  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  in  all 
he  has  faid,  I  muft  intirely  negled  the  queftion  now 
before  us ,  but  of  late  it  has  become  fo  fafhionable 
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for  gentlemen  to  run  away  from  the  quefiion,  and 
fa}''  every  thing  their  fancies  fuggeft  to  them,  that 
it  is  impoffible  to  give  any  aniwer  to  what  they 
fay,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  keep  to  the  order  of 
debate.  I  cannot  comprehend,  Sir,  how  I  come 
to  be  any  way  perfonally  concerned  in  the  prefent 
queftion,  and  yet,  moft  of  what  the  gentlemen  faid, 
feemed  in  a  particular  manner  to  be  diredled  at 
me,  which  indeed  is  a  fubjed  I  always  fpeak  to 
with  the  greatefl:  unwillingnefs,  and  a  fubjedl  I  am 
fure  that  is  very  little  worthy  the  attention  of  this 
houfe,  nor  ought  the  time  of  the  houfe  to  be  taken 
up  with  any  thing  relating  to  it. 
'  As  to  thofe  clamours  which  were  lately,  or  have 
at  ^ny  other  time  been  raifed  without  doors,  I  know 
very  well.  Sir,  that  great  art  has  been  ufed,  all  the 
means  that  human  induftry  was  capable  of  have 
been  employed,  to  raife  clamours  again  ft  me  in  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom  •,  but  it  is  my  happinefs,  that, 
after  ten  years  endeavours  for  that  purpofe,  no  ob« 
jedlon  could  ever  yet  be  made  to  my  conduct, 
except  what  proceeded  from  fomething  I  had  faid, 
or  fomething  I  had  propofed  or  moved  for  in  this 
houfe  5  and  I  am  fure  I  am  not  confcious  to  myfelf 
that  I  ever  propofed  any  thing  in  this  houfe,  but 
what  I  thought  confiftent  with  my  duty,  as  a 
member  of  this  houfe,  as  a  good  fubjeci:,  and  as  a 
fervant  to  the  crown  *,  and  in  fuch  cafe,  gentlemen 
may  talk  of  the  privileges  of  Parliament,  and  of 
the  freedom  of  debate,  in  this  houfe,  but  if  what  a 
man  fays  is  to  be  mifreprefented,  and  clamours 
raifed  againft  him  without  doors,  for  what  he  ho- 
neftly  and  fairly  propofes,  or  gives  as  his  opinion 
in  this  houfe,  I  muft  leave  to  the  houfe  to  judge, 
what  their  privileges  may  in  time  come  to. 
'  And,  Sir,  as  to  the  wicked  fcheme,  as  the  gen- 
tleman was  ];)leafed  to  call  it,  which,  as  he  would 
perfuade  gentlemen,  is  not  yet  laid  afide,I,  for  my 
2  4  !  own 
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own  part,  can  afTure  this  houfe,  that  I  am  not  fo 
mad  as  ever  again  to  engage  in  any  thing  that 
looks  like  an  excife,  tho'  in  my  own  private  opi- 
nion T  ftill  think  it  was  a  fcheme  that  would  have 
tended  very  much  to  the  intereft  of  the  nation  in 
general  ,  and  I  am  convinced,  that  all  the  cla- 
mours without  doors,  and  a  great  part  of  the  op- 
pofition  it  met  with  every  where,  was  founded 
upon  artful  falfhood  and  mifieprefentation,  anl 
upon  infinuations  and  fuggeftions,  that  fuch  things 
were  intended  as  had  never  entered  into  the 
thoughts  of  any  man  I  am  acquainted  with. 
'  I  will  now  try.  Sir,  if  I  may  be  excufed,  to 
fpeak  a  few  words  to  the  queftion  at  prefent  before 
us,  but  muft  firft  take  notice,  that  I  do  not  remem- 
ber any  promife  made  lafl  fellion  of  Parliament, 
that  the  petition  then  prefented,  and  now  again  be- 
fore us,  fhould  be  taken  into  con/ideration  in  this 
feihon  •,  nor  do  I  know  any  perfon  that  could 
make  fuch  a  promife,  or  that  can  now  fay,  that  it 
fhall  be  confidered  of  next  feflion  ^  if  the  gentle- 
man means  me,  I  am  fure  I  never  made  any  fuch 
promife  either  in  laft  feifion  or  in  this  ,  but  I  be- 
lieve any  gentleman  may  fa3%  that  the  next  Parlia- 
ment may,  if  they  pleafe,  take  the  affair  now  be- 
fore us  into  their  confideration,  and  I  think  it  is 
an  affair  of  fuch  confequence,  that  it  will  be  more 
proper  to  enter  upon  the  confideration  of  it  in  the 
beginning  of  a  new  Parliament,  than  at  the  very 
clofe  of  an  old  one. 

'  It  has  been  pretended,  that  the  alteration  made 
fome  years  ago,  as  to  the  method  of  colleding  the 
duties  on  tea,  has  not  prevented  the  running  of 
that  commodity,  nor  increafed  the  public  revenue 
in  proportion  to  the  increafe  of  the  confumption  j 
and  to  prove  this,  gentlemen  have  been  pleafed  to 
make  computations,  but,  as  has  been  before  ob- 
ferved,  they  took  a  very  unfair  method  in  making 
their  computations.    As  to  the  running  of  tea,  the 

'  alteration 
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alteration  made  has  not  indeed  intirely  prevented 
it,  but  I  am  very  fare,  it  has  made  running  a  great 
deal  more  expenfive  and  dangerous,  and  therefore 
one  may,  I  think,  with  a  great  deal  of  probability 
conclude,  that  no  fuch  large  quantities  of  tea  have 
been  run  fince  that  alteration  was  made,  as  there 
were  before  that  time ,  or  at  leaft  it  may  be  faid, 
that  as  all  forts  of  teas  are  now  fold  much  cheaper 
abroad  than  they  were  formerly,  and  as  our  fmug- 
glers  are  become  more  cunning,  and  more  bold 
and  defperate,  a  great  deal  more  of  that  commio- 
dity  would  have  been  run  in  upon  us,  if  that  aJ  re- 
lation, as  to  the  method  of  coUedtiijg  the  duty, 
had  not  been  feafonably  made. 
*  Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  increafe  of  the  public  reve- 
nues, if  gentlemen  will  but  take  that  branch  of 
the  revenue  at  a  medium  for  feven  years  before, 
and  at  a  medium  for  feven  years  after  the  altera- 
tion was  made,  I  believe  it  will  be  found  to  have 
been  a  growing  revenue  from  that  time  till  the 
year  1729,  when  indeed  it  began  todecreafe  ^  but 
that  was  not  owing  to  the  new  arts  found  out  by 
the  fmugglers,  but  to  the  increafe  of  their  profits 
by  fmuggling  ^  for  in  that  year  the  Didtch  had 
four  fhips  at  China,  and  the  French  had  four  more, 
by  which  they  imported  fo  great  quantities  of  tea, 
and  were  obliged  to  fell  it  fo  cheap,  that  they  not 
only  fupplied  thofe  places  we  formerly  ufed  to  fup- 
ply,  but  great  quantities  of  it  were  run  in  upon 
us,  bccaufe  the  increafe  of  the  difference  between 
the  price  of  that  commodity  abroad  and  the  price 
here,  confiderably  increafed  the  profits  to  be  got 
by  running,  which  made  the  old  fmugglers  run 
greater  rifques,  and  engaged  a  great  many  new  ad- 
venturers in  that  pernicious  trade  •,  and  this,  Sir, 
is  the  true  caufe  why  that  branch  of  our  public  re- 
venue began  then  to  decreafe  ^  but  if  the  former 
method  of  colledling  that  duty  had  been  then  in 
ufe,  it  would  have  decreafed  much  more  confldera- 
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hly  ^  na}  ^  I  do  not  know  but  it  might  have  almoft 
intirel}?-  vaniilied. 

'  There  is,  Sir,  another  miftake  which  gentle- 
men have  fallen  into  •,  they  have,  as  to  the  produce 
of  this  branch  of  the  revenue  for  laft  j^'ear,  forgot 
to  make  any  allowances  for  the  large  quantities 
that  are  new  in  the  ware-houfes  of  the  Eafi-Indhi 
com^pany,  which  mufl:  all  pay  duty,  before  it  can 
be  removed  from  thofe  ware-houfcs  in  order  to  be 
fold  for  hom.e  confumption  \  fo  that  to  pick  out 
any  one  year  for  determining  the  amount  of  that 
part  of  the  public  revenue,  is  a  very  fallacious  way 
of  computmg,  becaufe  it  intirely  depends  upon  the 
fales  which  the  Eafi-hdia  company  are  pleafed  to 
make,  and  not  upon  the  quantity  that  is  confum.ed 
within  the  kingdom  for  that  year  •,  and  yet  gentle- 
men have  been  fo  candid,  as  to  pick  out  this  laft 
year,  when  the  produce  was  lefs  than  it  has  been 
m  any  one  j^ear  fince  the  alteration  was  made,  in 
order  to  compare  it  with  the  year  immediately 
preceding  the  alteration,  when  the  produce  was 
higher  than  it  had  ever  been  before  *,  and  for  this 
plain  reafon,  becaufe,  v/hen  that  alteration  began 
to  be  talked  of,  every  body  imagined,  that  it  would 
inhance  the  price  of  tea,  and  therefore  moft  private 
families  laid  in  great  ftocks  of  tea,  before  the  alte- 
ration took  place. 

'  When  gentlemen  talk.  Sir,  of  going  into  com- 
mittees to  confider  of  lowering,  or  taking  the  du- 
ties off  of  any  commodity,  they  do  not  iiirely  re- 
fied,  that  it  would  be  entering  into  a  very  large 
field,  it  would  be  entering  into  an  affair  which 
would  require  the  moft  ferious  and  the  mi  oft  mature 
confideration  *,  there  are  many  other  duties  which 
ought  to  be  lowered  or  taken  off  if  it  were  poffible  5 
and  if  we  were  to  go  into  fuch  a  committee,  I 
do  not  know  but  it  might  be  thought  more  reafon- 
able  by  many  gentlemen,  to  take  off  the  duty  on 
foap  and  candles,  than  to  take  off,  or  even  to  lower 
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*  the  duty  now  payable  u})on  coffee  and  tea  ♦,  but 

*  thefe  are  confiderations  which  I  cannot  think  pro- 
'  per  to  be  entered  upon  in  the  very  laft  feiiion  of  a 

*  Parliament,  and  therefore,  I  muft  be  againft  the 
'  prefcnt  motion,  whatever  ufe  may  be  made  of  put- 

*  ting  a  negative  upon  it  :  The  rejeding  of  it  may 

*  perhaps  be  made  ufe  of  by  fome  gentlemen  to  raile 

*  new  clamours,   and  to  increafe  the  number  of 

*  cockades,  with  the  fine  motto  of  Libaiy,  Property^ 
^  and  no  Ey^cife  •,  but  whatever  hopes  may  be  con- 

*  ceived  from  fuch  low  artifices,  I  entertain  no  fears 

*  about  them,  nor  Ihall  they  ever  deter  m.e  from  de- 

*  daring  my  fentiments  freely  upon  any  fubjed  that 

*  comes  before  this  houfe/ 

Mr.  Speaker  then  ftood  up,  and  fpoke  to  order, Mr. speaV- 
That  it  was  none  of  his  bufinefs  to  appear  of  either^'  ^  ^'^^'^ " 
fide  of  the  queftion  •,  but  it  was  his  duty  to  ac- 
quaint gentlemen  when  they  were  any  way  difor- 
derly  ^  and  that  there  was  nothing  more  irregular, 
than  for  gentlemen  to  be  perfonal  in  their  debates, 
or  to  mention  any  thing  that  had  been  faid  by  any 
gentleman  in  a  former  feflion  of  Parliament,  or 
even  on  the  day  immediately  preceding. 

Then  William  Piilteney,  Efq^  ftood  up  again,  and  ^;^'-- ^^^^^ 
faid,  '  That  it  was  certain,  there  was  nothing  more  ''^  ^^^^* ' 
irregular,  than  for  gentlemen  to  be  perfonal  in  their 
debates,  or  to  mention  any  thing  that  had  been 
faid  by  any  particular  gentleman  in  a  former  de- 
bate •,  but  if  he  was  meant,  he  could  not  think  he 
had  been  guilty  of  any  of  thefe  irregularities  :  He 
had  faid  nothing  but  what  related  fome  way  to  the 
queftion  in  hand,  or  in  anfwer  to  what  had  been 
faid  by  fome  of  the  gentlemen  who  fpoke  before 
him.  That  he  had  been  no  way  perfonal,  nor 
had  he  pretended  to  mention  what  had  been  faid 
in  the  former  feifion  by  any  particular  gentleman. 

'  But 
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But,,  Sir,  (C^ys  he)  now  I  am  up,  Til  juft  men- 
tion one  thing,  with  the  indulgence  of  the  houfe, 
which  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft 
feems  to  miftake  ^  he  feemed  to  me  to  talk  as  if 
gentlemen  meant  to  take  off  the  duty  on  tea  :  No 
body,  I  believe,  Sir,  has  fpoke  of  taking  off  that 
duty  ^  but  if  the  duty  be  too  high,  or  laid  on  in  a 
wrong  manner,  if  we  do  go  into  a  committee  on 
that  affair,  I  doubt  not  but  that  fomething  may 
be  propofed,  for  fecuring  the  duty  to  the  public 
in  a  more  effedual  manner  than  it  is  at  prefent  ^ 
and  for  levying  it  in  a  way  which  may  be  more 
convenient  and  agreeable  to  the  fubjedt.  We 
may  remember,  Sir,  what  was  the  cafe  of  the 
duty  upon  pepper  •,  that  duty  was  found  by  expe- 
rience to  be  too  high  •,  it  was  lowered,  and  even 
by  the  lowering  of  it,  the  revenue  came  to  be  a 
confiderable  gainer.  This  may  be  found  to  be  the 
cafe,  with  refpedt  to  tea,  but  this  we  cannot  judge 
of  till  we  go  into  a  committee  upon  it,  and  have 
all  papers  and  accounts  proper  for  our  inftrudtion 
before  us/ 

Sir  John  Barnard,  '  Sir,  the  honourable  gentle- 
man over  the  way  has  taken  up  a  great  deal  of 
3^our  time  in  endeavouring  to  prove  by  argument, 
the  contrary  of  what  is  known  to  be  true  in  fadt. 
He  granted,  indeed,  that  the  fubjeding  of  tea  to 
the  laws  of  excife,  has  not  intirely  prevented  the 
running  of  that  commodity  *,  but  then  he  faid,  that 
if  it  had  not  been  fubjedled  to  the  laws  of  excife, 
much  greater  quantities  would  have  been  run  in 
upon  us  than  there  have  been  of  late  years,  becaufe 
of  the  great  difference  that  there  has  lately  been 
in  the  price  of  tea  abroad,  and  the  price  of  it  in 
this  kingdom  :  Now,  Sir,  this  is  a  fad  which  I 
cannot  fo  eafily  admit  •,  I  cannot  believe  there  is 
now,  or  has  lately  been,  fo  great  a  difference  be- 
tween the  price  of  tea  in  foreign  parts,  and  the 

[  price 


A.  1734-        DEBATES.  349 

price  it  is  fold  for  at  our  Eafi-India  fales ;  for  it  is 
certain,  that  our  Eaji-India  company  muft,  and 
ought  to  regulate  their  price,  according  to  the 
price  it  bears  in  foreign  markets  :  They  certainly 
buy  it  as  cheap  in  China  as  any  other  company  can 
do,  and  it  cofts  them  no  more  to  bring  it  home, 
therefore  they  may,  and  ought  to  fell  as  cheap  as 
any  other  company  does,  othervvife  they  cannot 
pretend  to  fell  any  of  their  tea  in  a  foreign  mar- 
ket ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  they  do  not  make  ufe 
of  their  exclufive  privilege,  fo  as  to  lay  a  tax  upon 
this  nation,  by  making  us  pay  dearer  for  their  tea, 
than  we  can  purchafe  it  from  others :  This  indeed 
would  give  an  encouragement  to  fmuggling,  but 
this  would  be  owing  mtirely  to  their  making  a 
bad  ufe  of  their  exclufive  charter,  by  grafping  at 
a  greater  profit  upon  the  fale  of  their  tea  than 
they  ought  to  expedt  :  For  this  reafon  it  is  to  be 
prefumed,  that  in  the  year  1729,  when  the  price 
of  that  commodity  fell  fo  much  abroad,  it  fell  a 
great  deal  likewife  at  our  Eaft-India  fales  here, 
and  therefore,  that  difference  which  the  gentle- 
man built  fo  much  on,  cannot  be  t.\\Q  real  caufe  of 
the  decreafe  of  that  branch  of  our  revenue  fince 
that  time  ^  but  this  is  a  fad  which  we  ought  to 
inquire  into,  and  this,  Sir,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
ftrong  reafon  for  our  going  into  the  committee  I 
have  propofed, 

*  'Tis  true,  Sir,  the  laws  of  excife  do  not  in  their 
own  nature  contribute  any  thing  to  the  encourage- 
ment of  running,  this  is  what  no  gentleman  has  af- 
ferted  %  but  I  am  convinced,  they  have  contributed 
nothing  to  the  preventing  of  running  •,  and  I  am 
fure,  if  it  does  not  appear,  that  they  have  contri- 
buted very  remarkably  to  the  preventing  of  that 
infamous  practice,  we  ought  not  to  leave  Inch  a 
number  ot  our  fellow-fubjeds,  even  for  the  fpace 
of  one  year,  under  the  burden  of  fuch  opprelHve 
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laws,  otherwife  it  cannot  be  faid,  that  we  have 
that  regard  to  the  eafe  and  the  happinefs  of  the 
people,  which  a  Britifh  Parliament  ought  to  have, 
and  which  I  hope  they  always  will  have. 
'  The  gentleman  found  fault  with  the  computa- 
tations  that  have  been  made,  but  let  him  make  his 
computations  what  way  he  will,  I  believe,  it  will 
be  found,  that  the  increafe  of  the  public  revenue 
has  bore  no  proportion  to  the  increafe  of  the  con- 
fumption  ^  and  this  laft  increafe,  which  muft  be 
acknowledged  by  every  man,  is  a  good  reafon, 
why  the  rule  which  the  gentleman  propofes  for 
difcovering,  whether  the  revenue  has  been  a  gainer 
by  fubjedting  tea  and  coffee  to  the  laws  of  excife, 
ought  not  to  be  obferved  ^  for  if  the  confumption 
gradually  increafed  for  {even  years  before,  and 
leven  years  after  the  alteration  was  made,  as  to  the 
method  of  collecting  the  duty  on  thofe  commodi- 
ties, the  medium  for  the  feven  years  after  mull 
be  much  higher  than  the  medium  for  the  feven 
years  before,  and  yet  the  increafe  of  the  public 
revenue  cannot  be  faid  to  be  owing  to  the  laws 
of  excife,  but  to  the  increafe  of  the  confump- 
tion. 

*  As  to  the  great  quantities  of  tea  now  in  the 
warehoufes  of  the  Eaft-Indhi  company,  and  the 
large  quantities  which,  it  is  pretended,  were  bought 
up  juft  before  the  alteration  took  place,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  the  company  generally  have  large  quanti- 
ties in  their  warehoufes,  and  fell  them  oit  accord- 
ing to  the  demand,  which,  as  to  our  home  con- 
fumption, muft  be  pretty  near  equal,  one  year  with 
another  -,  fo  that  if  they  have  greater  quantities 
now  than  ufual,  it  muft  be  becaufe  of  the  little 
demand  there  is  for  their  tea  at  foreign  markets  5 
when  there  comes  any  fuch  demand,  they  will,  I 
fuppofe,  fell  off  what  tea  they  have  upon  their 
hands  •,  but  whatever  is  fold  for  that  purpofe, 
pays  no  duty,  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  faid,  that 
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the  quantities  they  have  upon  their  hands  muft  all 
pay  the  duty,  or  that  a  variation  in  their  fales  can 
ever  much  alter  the  amount  of  that  branch  of  the 
revenue  :  And  whether  there  was  any  fuch  thing 
as  large  quantities  of  tea  bought  up  jiiil  before  the 
alteration  took  place,  is  what  I  fhall  not  now  pre- 
tend to  determine  ^  but  if  we  go  into  a  committee 
on  this  affair,  the  accounts  of  their  Tales,  and  the 
accounts  of  tea  exported  in  that  year  may  be  call- 
ed for,  and  from  them  it  will  appear,  whether 
large  quantities  were  bought  up  by  private  families 
juii  before  the  alteration  took  place  •,  fo  that  every 
fact  the  honourable  gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to 
mention  is  a  flrrong  argument  for  our  going  into 
a  committee  upon  this  affair. 
*  I,  Sir,  find  no  fault  with  the  duty  on  tea  being 
fo  high  ^  on  the  contrary,  I  wifh  it  were  higher 
than  It  is,  if  it  were  poilible  to  collect  it,  becaufe  I 
look  upon  it  as  an  article  of  luxury  •,  and  therefore, 
if  the  duty  on  fome  forts  of  tea  were  raifed,  and  if 
all  the  tea  that  fhall  hereafter  be  feized,  were  to  be 
burnt  and  deftroyed,  I  believe  it  v/ould  be  much 
better  for  the  nation  •,  and  this,  Sir,  is  an  anfwer 
to  what  an  honourable  gentleman  faid  feme  time 
ago,  that  we  ought  not  to  go  into  a  committee, 
unlefs  we  are  well  affured,  that  Unne  gentleman 
has  fomething  to  propofe  ^  for  tho'  I  do  not  allow 
his  rule  to  be  good,  becaufe  when  a  committee  is 
refolved  on,  and  proper  papers  and  accounts  arq 
called  for,  gentlemen  may  from  them  find  fome- 
thing very  reafonable  to  propofe  to  the  committee, 
v/hich  they  could  not  before  think  of  5  but  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  this  argument  is  of  no  weight,  for 
belides  that  which  I  have  already  mentioned,  I 
could  hint  at  feveral  other  propolitions  which  may, 
perhaps,  be  thought  reafonable  :  We  are  certainly 
in  a  wrong  method  at  prefent,  with  refped  to  our 
duties  upon  tea  :  It  is  ver}^  well  known,  that  there 
is  a  very  great  difference  in  the  prices  cf  different 
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forts  of  tea,  and  yet  our  duty  is  upon  all  forts  of 
tea  the  fame  ^  tea  of  2  /.  pn'  pound  pays  as  much 
duty  as  tea  of  20  s.  and  therefore,  in  my  opinion, 
if  the  duty  were  laid  on  ci<^  valotrm^  neither  the 
public  revenue,  nor  the  Eafl-India  company 
would  fuffer  fo  much  by  the  large  quantities  of 
low  priced  tea,  run  in  upon  us  from  Holland  and 
Flanders, 

'  It  is  not  to  be  queftioned,  Sir,  but  that,  in  cafes 
where  the  duty  far  exceeds  the  prime  coft  of  the 
comm.odity,  there  is  a  very  great  temptation  for 
fmuggling  :  A  man  has  more  profit  when  he  gets 
two  cents  per  cent,  upon  the  money  he  lays  out, 
than  when  he  gets  but  one,  or  perhaps  but  70  per 
cent,  and  this  will  encourage  him  to  run  a  greater 
rifque,  and  will  engage  more  perfons  to  become 
adventurers  :  Upon  this  confideration  it  muft  be 
granted,  that  the  lownefs  of  the  price  of  fome  forts 
of  tea  abroad,  may  of  late  have  contributed  a  lit- 
tle to  the  increafe  of  fmuggling  •,  but  no  laws,  no 
fe verity  can,  in  fuch  cafe,  prevent  the  practice  ^ 
for  where  there  is  an  exceflive  advantage  to  be  got 
by  a  man's  being  lucky,  no  rifque  can  prevent  his 
endeavouring  to  grafp  at  it,  nor  will  the  misfor- 
tunes of  fome,  frighten  others  from  becoming  ad- 
venturers :  This  is  the  nature  of  mankind,  and 
therefore  it  is  vain  to  imagine,  that  the  joining  of 
the  laws  of  excife  to  the  laws  of  the  cuftoms  will 
prevent  the  pradice  of  running  tea,  as  long  as  the 
advantage  to  be  got  by  running  continues  to  be  fo 
extraordinary. 

'  Though  every  man  who  Is  fubjedl  to  the  laws 
of  excife  is  as  liable  to  hardfhips  as  another,  yet. 
Sir,  there  is  a  very  great  difference  between  the 
excife  upon  tea,  coffee,  and  chocolate,  and  the 
excife  upon  any  other  commodity.  By  all  our 
other  excifes,  except  brandy,  there  are  but  a  few 
people,  none  but  the  firft  manufadturers  are  made 
2  '  fubjedt 
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fubjedl  to  the  laws  of  excife,  and  bymoft  of  them 
there  is  a  very  great  addition  made  to  the  public 
revenue  ^  but  as  to  the  excife  upon  tea,  coflee  and 
chocolate,  there  is  little  or  no  advantage  got  to  the 
public  by  that  method  of  coUeding  that  duty, 
and  yet  by  that  excife  there  are  more  people,  I 
believe,  made  fubjedt  to  thofe  opprejlive  latvs 
than  by  all  the  other  excifes  put  together  :  And, 
furely,  when  we  are  to  fubject  any  of  our  fellou^- 
fubjcds  to  hardfhips,  or  to  oppreifive  laws,  we 
ought  to  confider  the  number  of  people  that  are 
to  be  fubjedted,  and  the  benefit  which  the  pub- 
lic reaps  thereby,  in  order  to  compare  the  two 
together,  and  from  thence  judge,  whether  the  ad- 
vantage got  by  the  public  bears  fuch  a  proportion, 
as  may  juftify  the  laying  fuch  a  number  of  our 
countrymen  under  great  inconveniences  :  This, 
Sir,  fhews,  that  the  giving  ear  to  the  juft  com- 
plaints of  the  petitioners,  lays  us  under  no  necet 
fity  of  taking  the  cafe  of  any  other  fet  of  men 
under  our  confideration. 

*  As  to  the  confent  of  thofe  who  may  have  an 
intereft  in  the  duty  upon  coffee,  tea  and  choco- 
late, I  believe  we  need  give  ourfelves  no  trouble 
upon  that  head  •,  for  as  they  are  certain,  that  the 
Parliament  will  not  allow  them  to  be  fufferers, 
they  will,  as  foon  as  a(ked,  readily,  I  believe, 
confent  to  any  alteration  we  fhall  pieafe  to 
make,  efpecially  when  it  is  for  freeing  fuch  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  their  fellow-countrymen  from 
great  hardlhips  ^  but  it  will  be  time  enough  to 
think  of  this,  after  we  have  come  to  the  refoiutioa 
of  going  into  a  committee  upon  this  affair,  and 
therefore  that  argument  can  be  of  no  manner  of 
weight  againft  the  queftion  now  before  us. 

JohnCockhurn^  Efq*,     *  In  our  prefent  fituation,  Mr.  rc^fe- 
;  Sir,  I  would  be  very  far  from  agreeing  to  any^"'"'*^^''-''^ 
yoL,  XI.  A  a  [  thing 
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thing  that  could  poffibly  tend  to  diminifh  the 
public  revenue  ^  but  I  am  certain,  the  revenue 
can  be  in  no  danger  by  our  agreeing  to  the  prefent 
motion  ^  for  when  we  are  in  the  comniittee  x>ro- 
pofed,  if  any  fuch  thing  fhould  be  offered,  gen- 
tlemen may  freely  give  their  negative  to  it,  not- 
withftanding  their  having  given  their  confent  for 
going  into  that  committee.  I  muft  fay,  that,  in 
my  opinion,  I  have  not  heard  much  argument 
made  ufe  of  by  the  gentlemen  v/ho  have  been  plea- 
fed  to  oppofe  this  motion  :  The  whole  of  what 
they  have  faid,  refolves,  I  think,  in  this,  that  the 
time  is  improper,  becaufe  the  feihon  is  to  be  but 
{hort  •,  fo  that  the  true  queftion  now  before  us  is. 
Shall  we  allow  fo  many  of  our  fellow-fubjecis  to 
labour  under  what  they  apprehend  to  be  a  griev- 
ance, without  making  the  leaft  inquiry  into  their 
complaints  ?  Cr  fhall  we  fit  three  or  four  days 
longer  than  fome  gentlemen  intend  we  fhould }  As 
this  feems  to  be  the  only  queftion  at  prefent  before 
us,  I  think  it  is  eafy  for  any  gentleman  to  deter- 
mine, which  fide  he  ought  to  take  ^  as  for  my  own 
part,  I  fhall  moft  certainly  be  for  going  into  the 
conimittee  moved  for. 


Jofipb  Danvi^rs,  Efq^  '  I  am  fo  far,  Sir,  from 
being  for  the  queftion  now  before  us,  that  I  think 
this  houfe  ftiews  a  great  deal  of  good-nature, 
in  allowing  the  petition  to  lie  upon  the  table,  for, 
in  my  opinion,  it  ought  to  be  rejected.  I  fhall, 
indeed.  Sir,  readily  be  for  any  thing  that  may 
difcourage  not  only  the  running,  but  the  impor- 
tation of  coffee,  tea  or  chocolate,  for  I  wifh  we  \ 
would  or  could  be  made  all  to  return  to  the  good 
old  way  of  our  anceftors,  in  breakfafting  upon 
good  Engliflj  ale  and  bread  and  cheefe.  Beth  the 
men  and  the  women  of  thofe  days  were,  I  believe, 
as  ftrong  and  healthy  as  they  are  now,  and  yet 
what  they  made  ufe  of  for  breakfaft,  did  not  carry 

*  one 
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'  one  penny  of  money  out  of  the  nation  :  However, 
'  I  think  we  may  find  out  a  much  properer  time  for 

*  inquiring  into  this  affair,  than  the  very  laft  felfion 

*  of  a  Parliament,  and  a  felHon  which  muft  be 
^  taken  up  in  confidering  things  of  much  greater 
'  confequence,  not  only  to  this  nation,  but  io  Europe 

*  in  general. 

'  An  honourable  gentleman  talked  much  of  a 
*■  fcheme  which  was  before  us  laft  year,  which  he 

*  was  pleafed  to  call  a  wicked  fcheme  •,  but  I  differ, 

*  Sir,  lb  far  from  him,  that  I  think  the  gentlemen 
'  concerned  in  the  adminiftration  never  did  a  thing 
'  fo  wrong  as  the  giving  up  of  that  fcheme  :  I  then 
'  thought,  and  I  do  ftill  think,  that  it  would  have 
'  been  very  much  for  the  intereft  of  the  nation  in 

*  general,  and  I  am  very  fure  that  it  might  have 

*  been  carried,  if  thofe  gentlemen  had  not,  of 
'  themfelves,  let  it  drop. 

^  The  queftion  was  then  put  for  referring  the  peti- 
tion to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  j  and  upon 
a  divifion  was  carried  in  the  negative,  233  againft 
155.  But  no  queftion  was  put  for  ordering  it  to  lie 
upon  the  table  ,  fo  that  the  petition  was  intirely 
dropt. 

On  Tiiefday  the  5th  oi  February,  Sir  John  Riifhout 
prefented  to  the  houfe  (according  to  order)  a  bill 
to  prevent  the  infamous  practice  of  ftock-jobbing, 
which  was  received  and  read  the  firft  time,  and  or-' 
dered  to  be  read  a  fecond  time. 

Next  day,  m.  on  Wednefday  the  6th  of  Febru- 
ary^ the  houfe  (according  to  order)  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  confider 
farther  of  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Ma jefty  •  and 
the  proper  eftimates  being  referred  to  that  commit* 
tee,  as  foon  as  Sir  Charks  Turner  had  taken  the 
chair. 


A  a  2  Towit- 
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w^nv/"'  Townlheyidd  Andrews^  Efq^  flood  up  and  fpoke  to 
free^ch  and  the  cffcd  following  :  '  Sir,  by  the  employment  I 
have  the  honour  to  be  in,  it  naturally  falls  within 
my  province,  to  take  notice  of  the  eftimates  which 
have  been  laid  before  us,  relating  to  the  charge  of 
the  guards,  garrifons,  and  other  his  Majefty's  land 
forces  m  Great  Britain^  in  the  plantations,  and  in 
Minorca  and  Gibraltar^  for  the  year  enfuing :  By 
thefe  eftimates  gentlemen  will  find,  that  the 
charge  for  next  year  does  but  very  little  exceed 
that  for  laft  year,  and  therefore,  confidering  the 
prefent  ftate  of  affairs  in  Europe^  which  muft  be 
known  to  every  gentleman  in  this  houfe,  I  think 
it  would  be  but  mifpending  the  time  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  fay  any  thing  with  relation  to  the 
queftion  I  have  now  in  my  hand  to  move  to 
you. 

'  The  difference  between  the  fituation  this  nation 
is  in  now,  and  the  fituation  it  was  in  lafl:  year, 
fufficiently  juftifies  the  fmall  addition  that  is  pro- 
pofed  to  be  made  to  our  land  forces  ,  the  addition 
propofed  is  no  more  than  1800  men,  and  even  this 
.addition  is  propofed  to  be  made  in  the  eafieft  and 
leaft  expenfive  way :  We  have  now  three  regiments 
at  Gibraltar,  which  have  always  hitherto  been  pla- 
ced upon  the  Britijl)  eftablifhment  •,  becaufe,  tho' 
they  were  fent  there  upon  an  emergency,  it  was 
never  before  thought  neceffary  to  continue  them 
there  5  but  now  that  there  is  a  war  broke  out  in 
Europe,  it  cannot  be  thought  fafe  to  recall  them  5 
and  therefore  in  their  place,  it  is  propofed  to  add 
1 800  men  to  the  regiments  we  have  now  at  home, 
and  to  place  them  for  the  future  upon  the  eftablifh- 
ment for  Minorca  and  Gibraltar  :  This,  in  my 
opinion,  is  fo  reafonable,  and  fo  neceffary  a  de- 
mand, that  I  ftiall  give  the  committee  no  farther 
trouble,  but  beg  leave  to  move,  That  the  number 
of  effective  men  to  be  provided  for  guards  and 
garrifons  in  Great  Britain^  and  for  Guernjey  and 
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^  J^^fn-^  fo^^  the  year  17^4,  Le  (including  1815  in- 

*  valids,  and  555:,  which  the  fix  independent  com- 

*  panies  confift  of,  for  the  fervice  of  the  Highlands) 

*  17,704  men,  commiffion  and  non-commilhon  of- 

*  fleers  included/ 

Upon  this  motion  there  arofe  a  debate,  in  which 
there  were  feveral  fi")eeches  made  on  both  fides  of 
the  queftion,  fome  of  which  were  to  the  following 
effed,  "VIZ. 

Sir  WilHam  Wyndham.  '  I  do  not  ftand  up,  Sir,|;^;2'i\7 
to  oppofe  the  motion  made  by  the  hon.  gentle-rpeech. 
man  over  the  way  ^  for  as  the  motion  Hands,  the 
number  of  forces  propofed  to  be  kept  up  for  next 
year,  is,  I  find,  no  greater  than  that  which  was 
kept  up  for  laft  year  •,  and,  according  to  our  pre- 
fent  fituation,  I  do  believe  the  keeping  up  of  the 
fame  number  of  forces  will  not  be  thought  very 
extravagant  *,  but  as  by  what  the  gentleman  was 
pleafed  to  fay,  there  feems  to  be  an  augmentation 
defigned  \  I  fhall  therefore  beg  leave  to  propofe 
an  amendment  to  his  queftion.  However,  I  muft 
firft  take  notice,  that  as  to  our  own  particular  fitu- 
ation, it  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  fay  what  it  is 
at  prefent  ^  for  as  no  information,  relating  to  that 
queftion,  has  been  given  to  the  houfe,  as  all  fteps 
taken  by  gentlemen,  to  get  a  little  light  into  that 
affair,  have  been  ftopt,  and  the  very  attempting 
to  get  a  little  information,  has  been  reflected  on  as 
difrefpedtful  to  hisMajefty  ^  I  am  fure  there  is  no 
gentleman  who  hears  me,  can  fay,  that  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  houfe,  he  knows  as  much  of  our  pre- 
fent fituation,  as  may  juftify  his  confenting  to  the 
laying  of  a  new  load  upon  the  people  he  repre* 
fents. 

*  There  is,  Sir,  no  gentleman  in  this  houfe  who 

can  agree  to  any  demand  that  comes  from  the 

crown  more  chearfuUy  than  I  fliall,  when  I  fee  any 

A  a  3  t  reafo!^ 
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reafon  or  neceiFity  for  fuch  a  demand  ^  but  when 
any  augmentation  of  our  forces,  either  by  fea  or 
land,  is  demanded,  when  any  additional  load  is 
defired  to  be  laid  upon  the  people,  while  I  have 
the  honour  to  be  one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people,  I  fliall  always  exped  to  have  fufficient 
reafons  fhewn  to  me,  before  I  give  my  confent  for 
complying  with  any  fuch  demand  -5  and  therefore, 
upon  every  fuch  occafion,  I  think,  a  full  informa- 
tion ought  to  be  given  as  to  the  fituation  of  our  af- 
fairs, that  we  may  from  thence  judge,  whether  we 
ought  to  confent  to  what  is  propofed  :  Nay,  the' 
no  augmentation  had  been  aiked,  if  nothing  more 
were  to  be  afked,  but  to  keep  up  for  next  year  the 
fame  number  that  was  kept  up  lafi:  year,  yet,  as  it 
is  a  heavy  chgrge  upon  the  people,  and  cannot  fure- 
ly  be  always  neceitary,  the  confent  of  Parliament 
ought  not  to  be  expeded,  without  giving  us  fome 
good  reafons  for  fo  doing. 

'  For  this  reafon  I  hope.  Sir,  that  fome  gentle- 
men who  can  inform  us,  will  rife  up  and  let  us 
know  fomething  of  our  prefent  circumftances  :  It 
is  high  time  we  fhould  know,  not  only  our  pre- 
fent fituation,  but  likewife  what  Ihare  we  are  to 
take,  or  if  we  are  to  take  any,  in  the  war  now 
begun  in  Europe  :  It  is  chiefly  with  tijis  view  that 
I  am  to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  queftion  ^  my 
principal  defign  in  it  is,  that  fome  gentleman  may 
rife  up  and  give  me  fome  argument,  aftord  me 
fome  excufe,  for  my  confenting  to  lay  a  new  load 
upon  a  people,  whom  I  know  to  be  already  moft 
heavily  loaded.  I  know,  Sir,  we  are  in  a  com- 
mittee, and  that  therefore  I  may  be  indulged  in 
fpeaking  more  than  once,  for  which  reafon  I  fliall 
now  add  no  more,  but  only  move,  that  the  words, 
and  mcluding  the  three  regjments  of  Tirawley,  Grove 
and  Kirk,  may  be  added  by  way  of  amendment  to 
the  queftion/ 

Henry 
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Henry  Pdham^  Efq^  '  My  opinion,  Sir,  is  tlie^J^^f'^^^j^^ 
fame  with  that  of  the  hoii.  gentleman  who  made 
you  this  motion  ♦,  the  augmentation  propofed  is,  I 
think,  fo  ver}^'  fmall,  the  manner  of  doing  it  fo 
eafy,  and  fo  little  expenfive,  and  the  neceiiity  for 
doing  it  fo  evident  and  apparent,  that  I  did  not 
expedt  that  either  I,  or  any  gentleman  elfe,  ihould 
have  been  under  a  neceifity  of  Handing  up  to  fay 
any  thing  in  fupport  of  the  motion.  The  hon. 
gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  has  propofed  an  am.end- 
ment,  and  wants  much,  it  feems,  to  be  informed 
of  our  prefent  fituation,  and  hopes  that  fome  gen- 
tleman will  ftand  up  and  fatisfy  him :  I  do  not  take 
upon  me  to  fpeak  as  a  perfon  any  way  concerned 
in  the  adminiftration,  I  fpeak  only  as  a  member 
of  this  houfe,  and  as  fuch,  I  want  no  farther  in- 
formation •,  the  lights  I  have,  and  which  every 
gentleman  in  this  houfe  muft  know,  are  fufficient 
to  enable  me  to  give  my  vote  in  the  prefent 
queftion  :  If  other  gentlem^en,  v/hofe  curiofity 
m.ay  be  greater  than  mine,  want  to  knoxv  more 
than  they  yet  know,  I  am  afraid  they  will  return 
from  the  houfe  no  wifer,  in  that  refpecl,  than 
when  they  came  to  it  ^  for  gentlemen  are  not 
obliged  to  fay  more  than  what  is  neceilary  for 
their  prefent  argument,  nor  are  they  bound,  upon 
every  occafion,  to  fatisfy  the  private  curiofity  of 
other  men. 

'  Every  gentleman,  Sir,  mufl:  know  the  prefent 
circumftances  of  aifairs  in  £^/r^/?<^,  and  from  that 
confideration  alone  he  muft  fee  the  neceifity  of 
the  augmentation  propofed  :  The  three  regiments 
which  are  now  at  Gibraltar^  have  been,  till  now, 
kept  upon  the  Britifh  eftabliiliment,  becaufe  it  was 
not  expedted  that  we  would  have  been  obliged  to 
have  continued  them  there  \  but  now  that  there  is 
a  war  broke  out  in  Europe,  now  that  our  neigh- 
bours have  all  great  armies  in  the  field,  and  great 
fleets  at  fe^,  would  any  man  think  it  wife  or  pru- 
A  a  4  [  dent 
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dent  in  us,  to  diminifli  the  ftrength  of  that  place 
by  recalling  thofe  three  regiments  ?  Or  can  any 
gentleman  in  this  houfe  think,  that  a  lefs  number 
of  regular  troops  at  home  is  necelTary  now  in  the 
time  of  war,  than  what  was  laft  year,  in  the  time 
of  peace,  thought  neceflary  for  the  defence  of  his 
Majefty's  perfon  and  government  ?  Surely  no  gen- 
tleman in  this  houfe  can  think  fo,  and  therefore  I 
cannot  fee  how  any  gentleman  in  this  houfe  can 
difagree  with  the  queftion  now  before  you  ;  fince 
all  that  is  thereby  propofed  is  but  a  fmall  additi- 
onal expence  of  34  or  3  5,000  /.  to  the  nation  5  it  is 
only  an  augmentation  of  our  forces  at  home,  equal 
to,  and  in  the  room  of  thofe  three  regiments,  which 
it  is  now  become  neceffary  to  put  upon  a  foreign 
eflablifhment  ^  for  after  they  are  once  put  upon 
that  eitablifiiment,  it  is  certain  they  cannot  be 
called  home,  whatever  neceliity  we  may  have  for 
them  here  j  and,  for  all  that  has  been  formerly 
faid  by  gentlemen  about  numerous  ftanding  ar- 
mies, I  know  very  well,  that  while  I  ferved  in. 
another  office,  we  never  were  able  to  make  fuch 
a  difpofition  of  quarters,  as  to  have  it  in  our  power 
to  call  above  three  or  four  thoufand  men  together 
upon  any  emergency.  For  thefe  reafons,  Sir,  I 
cannot  agree  to  the  amendment  propofed  ^  on  the 
contrary,  I  never  was,  I  think,  clearer  in  any  one 
queftion  I  moved  in  this  houfe,  than  I  am  in  that 
v/hich  you  now  have  in  your  hand/ 

Mr.  Hsath-      George  Heathcote^  Efq-,     '  Sir,  as  the  fituation  of 

c^esii^eiKc  affairs  in  Europe  is  very  much  altered  /ince  laft 

'  year,  fo  my  opinion,  with  refpedt  to  our  army,  is 

*  greatly  changed.  I  was,  'tis  true,  laft  year,  againft 
'  keeping  up  fuch  a  number  of  regular  troops,  as  the 

*  majority  of  this  houfe  were  in  laft  felHon  of  Parli- 
"^  ament  pleafed  to  agree  to  •,  but  the  reafons  which 
^  then  made  me  vote  againft  the  number  propofed, 
^  feem  to  be  good  reafons  for  agreeing  to  what  is 

*  now 
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now  propofed.  We  were  then  in  a  ftate  of  perfedl 
tranquillity,  both  at  home  and  abroad  ,  but  now 
the  fcene  is  changed,  and  we  are  in  great  danger 
of  being  involved  in  tliat  war  which  is  already 
broke  forth  :  Do  not  we  fee  the  King  of  France^ 
who,  for  fome  years,  has  been  in  a  ftate  of  inacti- 
on, and  feenried  to  mind  nothing  but  his  pleafures 
and  diverfions,  do  not  we  fee,  I  fay,  that  young 
monarch  now  applying  himfelf,  with  great  appli- 
cation, to  public  bufinefs,  and  following  the  foot- 
fteps  of  his  ambitious  predecefTor  ?  Do  not  we  fee 
that  he,  by  his  armies,  in  conjundion  with  thofe 
of  Spain  and  Sardinia^  has,  in  a  very  ftiort  time, 
over-run  a  great  part  of  Italy  :  This,  Sir,  has 
given  the  alarm  to  all  the  Princes  of  Europe,  and 
certainly  ought  to  give  us  fome  fort  of  alarm  like- 
wife  *,  we  are,  perhaps,  among  the  moft  remote 
from  danger,  but  it  may  reach  us  at  laft,  and  in 
fuch  circumftances,  I  Ihould  think  it  very  unwife 
in  us  not  to  be  upon  our  guard  ^  for  which  reafon 
I  cannot  but  agree  to  a  demand,  which  in  itfelf  I 
think  fo  modeft  and  fo  reafonable .,  and  I  wi fh 
that  the  prefent  queftion  had  been  agreed  to  with- 
out any  oppofition  or  debate,  in  order  to  con- 
vince the  whole  world,  that  there  is  a  good  har- 
mony fubfifting  between  his  Majefty  and  his  Par- 

*  liament/ 

WilTuim  Sh'ippen,   Efq^      *    Sir,   notwithftandingMr.  s*!^- 
^  what  has  beenfaid  by  the  two  honourable  gentle-'*""'' ^'^''^^''^* 

*  men  who  (poke  laft,  I  am  of  the  fame  opinion 

*  with  my  honourable  friend,  who  moved  for  an 
^  amendment  to  the  queftion  ,  for  unlefs  we  are  to 

^  engage,  unlefs  we  are  to  have  fome  fhare  in  tht 

*  prefent  war,  I  can  fee  no  necellity,  nor  indeed  any 

*  reafon  for  the  augmentation  propofed  •,  becaufe  I 
'  am  very  well  affured,  none  of  the  powers  engaged 

*  in  war  will  attack  us,  if  we  have  a  mind  to  ftand 
^  neutral  j  and  if  his  Majefty  were  refolved  to  take 

2  '  any 
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any  fliare  in  the  war,  or  even  to  give  the  leaf!: 
aiiiftance  to  either  of  the  parties  engaged,  he  would 
certainly  have  communicated  his  refoiutions  to  his 
Parliament  :  Surely  thofe  gentlemen  who  have 
always  tliought,  at  leaft  of  late  years,  that  an 
army  of  1 8,oco  men  is  necefTary  in  time  of  peace, 
to  fupport  his  Majefty's  governm.ent,  can  never 
think  that  the  addition  of  1800  will  enable  him  to 
take  any  fhare  in  the  war,  or  to  give  aiiiftance  to 
any  of  his  allies  ^  from  hence  I  muft  conclude, 
that  his  Majefty  is  not  to  take  any  ihare  in  the 
war  ^  fo  that  the  fmallnefs  of  the  augmentation 
demanded,  which  they  make  ufe  of  as  an  argu- 
ment for  prevailing  with  us  to  agree  to  it,  is  with 
me  a  very  ftrong  argument  for  refufing  to  give 
my  confent. 

'  But,  Sir,  the  chief  argument  with  me  forheing 
againft  the  prefent  queftion  is,  that  I  am  afraid  left 
the  number  of  forces  kept  up  laft  year,  fhould  come 
to  be  thouglit  always  neceflary  to  be  kept  up,  even 
in  the  times  of  the  moft  profound  peace  and  tran- 
quillity ^  and  indeed  the  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft 
but  one,  feemed  to  infinuate  as  much  ^  fo  that  from 
henceforth  we  may  reckon  an  army  of  1 8,000  men 
as  a  part  of  our  conftitution  5  and  even  this  army, 
it  feems,  is  always  to  be  augmented,  whenever 
any  little  quarrel  happens  between  an}^  two  of  our 
neighbours,  and  that,  whether  we  are  to  have  any 
ihare  in  the  quarrel  or  not  :  This  is  the  principal 
reafon,  Sir,  why  I  cannot  agree  to  the  queftion  as 
it  now  ftands,  and  therefore  I  ftiall  be  for  the 
amendment  propofed.' 

TViUum  Pulteney,  Efq-,  '  Sir,^  the  honourable 
'  gentleman  who  moved  the  queftion,  did  extreme- 
'  ly  well  in  opening  and  explaining  it  to  the  com- 

*  mittee,  for  it  is  in  itfelf  fo  dark  and  intricate,  that 

*  without  the  explanation  he  was  pleafed  to  give  us, 

*  I  believe  there  are  very  few  gentlemen  in  the  houfe 

'  who 
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who  would  have  underftood  it,  or  could  have  ima- 
gined, that  a  large  augmentation  was  thereb}^  meant 
to  be  made  to  our  land  forces  in  Great  Britain : 
By  the  words  of  the  quefnon,  no  greater  number 
of  land  forces  than  what  was  voted  la  ft  year  a|> 
pears  to  be  demanded,  yet  when  it  comes  to  be 
explained,  we  find  that  there  is  a  demand  for  an 
augmentation  of  about  2coo  men  :  Here,  Sir,  is 
an  army  in  difguife  ^  it  really  puts  me  in  mind  of 
Mr.  Bap's  army  in  the  play,  for  it  would  have 
been  an  army  incog,  if  the  gentleman  had  not  been 
pleafed  to  difcover  it. 

*  An  hon.  gentleman  told  us,  that  thofe  three  re- 
giments now  at  Gibraltar  J  if  they  fhould  once  be 
put  upon  that  eftablifhment,  could  not  be  called 
hoi^e,  let  the  occafion  for  them  here  be  never  fo 
preffing  ♦,  this  I  cannot  admit,  I  can  fee  no  im- 
pollibiiity  of  callmg  them  home,  though  they 
fhould  be  i:>ut  upon  that  eftablifhment  •,  but, 
granting  there  were,  have  we  not  12,000  men  in 
Ireland^  from  whence  we  may  call  home  as  man}'' 
as  we  pleafe,  upon  any  emergency  :  Has  not  this 
been  done,  Sir,  in  former  times  ?  And  did  not  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain  willingly  make  up  the 
difference  of  the  pay,  and  all  the  other  charges 
that  attended  the  tranfporting  of  them  :  Befides 
this,  cannot  we  call  for  troops  from  Hol/ar/c/^ 
whenever  we  have  occafion  for  any  fuch  ?  Has  not 
this  likewife  been  formerly  done  ?  We  know  that 
the  Dutcb  are,  by  treaties,  obliged  to  fiirnifh  us 
with  10,000  men,  if  we  fliould  be  attacked  hyd.ny 
power  in  Europe.^  and  that  at  their  own  expence 
too  ',  though  I  believe,  indeed,  that  we  never  had 
as  jQt^  any  fuch  ailiftance  from  them,  but  what 
the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  was  obliged  to 
pay  for. 

'  The  gentleman  fpoke  likewife  of  the  difpofition 

of  quarters,  and  the  difficulty  of  getting  a  number 

of  men  together,  on  any  emergency.    i)ir,  I  have 

2  '  had 
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had  the  honour  to  ferve  in  that  office,  as  well  as 
the  hon.  gentlenman,  and  I  never  knew  a  difpofi- 
tion  of  quarters  fo  made,  but  that  almoft  all  the 
troops  in  Great  Britain  could  be  got  together  by 
regular  marches,  time  enough  to  oppofe  any  ene- 
my that  could  come  againft  us,  unlefs  they  fhould 
drop  from  the  clouds  :  I  cannot  comprehend  from 
whence  gentlemen  imagine  that  fuch  troops  fhould 
be  fent  againft  us  :  Muft  they  not  march  from 
their  feveral  quarters  to  the  fea  coaft  of  that  coun- 
try from  whence  they  are  to  come  ?  Muft  they 
not  have  a  fleet  of  fhips  to  tranfport  them,  and  a 
fair  wind  to  bring  them  to  this  ifland  ?  Will  not 
all  this  take  up  time,  and  that  enough  to  give  us 
an  opportunity  of  affembling  our  forces  ?  This, 
really.  Sir,  to  me  feems  to  be  raifing  fantafms  in 
the  air,  in  order  to  find  pretences  for  loading  the 
people  of  England  with  taxes. 
'  The  amendment  propofed  was  not,  I  believe. 
Sir,  meant  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  mo- 
ved it,  fo  much  to  be  infifted  on,  as  to  oblige  thofe 
gentlemen  who  defire  us  to  confent  to  this  aug- 
mentation, to  fhew  us  fome  reafon  for  fo  doing  ^ 
and  with  this  view  I  muft  join  with  him,  and  will 
be  for  the  amendment,  till  I  hear  fome  reafon  gi- 
ven for  the  augmentation :  If  thofe  gentlemen  will 
vouchfafe  to  ihew  us  any  reafons  for  what  they  afk, 
and  thofe  reafons  fhall  appear  to  be  fufficient,  I 
make  no  doubt  but  that  my  worthy  friend  will  be 
ready  to  drop  the  amendment  he  has  propofed  5 
and,  till  fome  reafon  is  offered  to  us,  I  think  I 
have  no  occafion  to  fay  any  thing  more  upon  this 
fubjed.  When  they  have  fhewn  us  their  reafons 
for  making  this  augmentation,  I  fhall  either  agree 
with  them,  or  I  fhall  endeavour  to  fhew,  why  I 
do  not  think  the  reafons  they  have  offered  fu& 
ficient/ 


Mr, 
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Mr.  PeVbcim  flood  up  again,  and  explained  a  little 
what  he  had  before  faid,  with  refped  to  the  calling 
home  the  regiments  from  Gibraltar,  and  with  refpedt 
to  the  difpofition  of  quarters.     And  then, 

Walter  Phimmsr,  Efq-,  faid.     '  Icannot  but  think,  Mi%,p^k^^^^ 

*  Sir,  that  it  is  highly  reafonable  for  gentlemen  to'"''"^  ^""'^  * 

*  exped  a  little  more  fatisfadion  than  what  they 

*  have  yet  got,  as  to  the  necejfity  for  this  augmen- 
'  tation,  before  they  agree  to  it.  This  houfe  has 
^  always  been  faid  to  hold  the  purfe  of  the  people  j 

*  but  if  we  fhould  agree  to  any  tax,  or  to  any  mea- 
'  fure  which  may  oblige  us  to  load  the  people  with 

*  taxes,  without  the  leaft  reafon  aifigned,  I  am  fure 

*  we  could  not  juftly  be  faid  to  be  mafters  of  the 
^  purfe  of  the  people  •,  we  would  be  only  the  flaves 
^  who  carry  it,  in  order  to  open  it  as  often  and  as 
^  wide  as  our  mafters  fhall  pleafe  to  command. 

*  From  all  that  has  been  yet  faid,  I  cannot  fee  that 
'  we  are  in  any  immediate  danger,  either  at  home 

*  or  abroad  ^   and  I  am  afraid,  that  the  putting  of 

*  thofe  three  regiments  upon  the  eftabliiliment  of 
'  Gibraltar,  may  be  done  with  a  view  to  make  the 

*  people  of  this  nation  feel  the  great  expence  of 
^  that  place,  in  order  to  make  them  fick  of  it,  and 

*  fo  to  induce  them  the  more  eafily  to  agree  to  the 
^  delivering  it  up.' 

The  hon.  Edward  D/ghy^  Efq^    '  The  number ^Ji--^'s'V5 
^  of  land  forces  now  propofed  to  be  added  to  the  ^'^^^"* 

*  number  voted  laft  year,  I  muft  own  to  be  but 
'  very  inconfiderable  *,  but,  Sir,  as  the  number  voted 

*  laft  year,  was  by  many  thoufands  more  than  I  then 
'  thought  neceffary,  I  muft  now  look  upon  all  thofe 

*  thoufands,  as  an  addition  made  this  year  to  the 
'  number  of  our  land  forces  •,  and  as  that  addition 
^  is  much  larger  than  I  can  judge  to  be  neceffary, 
'  from  all  that  I  have  heard  from  thofe  gentlemen 

'  who 


PAFvLIAMENTARY 


1734* 


who  are  fo  fond  of  increafing  our  army,  I  cannot 
but  be  againft  any  new  levies. 
'  Gentlemen  tell  us,  that  the  expence  of  the  aug- 
mentation propofed  can  be  but  very  fmall,  it  is, 
fay  they,  but  four  or  five  and  thirty  thoufand 
pounds  ^  but  to  this  I  muft  add  the  expence  of 
thofe  mmij  thoufands  v/hich  laft  3"ear  I  thought 
very  unnecelTary  to  be  kept  up  ^  and  in  this  light 
the  aduitional  expence  of  our  army  for  this  year, 
will  amount  almcft  to  hundreds  of  thoufands  : 
Befides  this,  Sir,  thofe  gentlemen  feem  to  forget, 
that  every  man  that  is  added  to  the  army,  is  a  man 
taken  from  the  labour  and  induftry  of  their  coun- 
tf]'',  and  with  this  view  the  real  lofs  to  the  nation 
will  amount  to  double  that  fum  :  Do  they  think, 
that  tlie  labour  of  a  working  man  is  to  be  valued 
at  nothing  ?  Sir,  I  believe  that,  at  the  moft  modeft 
computation,  the  labour  of  every  working  man  in 
the  kingdom,  one  with  another,  brings  in  20/.  to 
his  countr}?- :  It  is  by  the  labour  and  induftry  of 
fuch  men  that  the  trade,  and  confequently  the 
riches  and  the  power  of  this  nation  is  fupported,  and 
therefore  the  taking  of  any  fuch  man  from  his  la- 
bour, miuft  be  doing  a  real  injury  to  Jiis  country. 
'  What  was  mentioned  by  an  honourable  gentle- 
man fome  tinie  ago,  affords  me  really,  Sir,  a  moft 
melancholy  confideration  :  He  was  afraid,  left  an 
2ivmj  of  at  leaft  18,000  men  fhould  come  to  be 
made  a  part  of  our  conftitution  5  and  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  the  gentleman's  fears  are  by  much 
too  well  founded,  for  there  feems  to  be  now,  fo 
many  gentlemen  who  look  upon  an  army  of 
18,000  as  always  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of 
our  government,  that  though  we  have,  for  fome 
years  paft,  been  in  a  flate  of  the  moft  profound 
peace  and  tranquillity,  yet  we  have  never  been 
able  to  reduce  our  army  below  that  number  5 
*  but,  as  I  am  of  opinion,  Sir^  that  the  number  is 

'  not 
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'  not  nccefTary  in  time  of  peace,  as  I  think  it  is 
'  fufficient,  even  though  we  were  in  fome  little 
'  danger  of  a  war,  therefore  I  cannot  sgrec  to 
'  any  augmentation,  unlefs  I  fee  fome  greater  ne- 
'  ceihty  for  it  than  has  been  yet  fhewn  to  this 
'  houfe/ 

Sir  ff^illiam  Wyndham.     '  I  fland  up.  Sir,  onlysif  ?^:j//''^?» 
'  to  obferve,  that  my  honourable  friend  over  the  again/''''* 

*  way,  has  done  me  juftice  in  faying,  that  the  a- 

*  mendment  1  have  moved  for  was  principally  with 

*  a  view  of  having  a  little  information  from  fome  of 
'  thofe  gentlemen  in  the  adminiftration,  as  to  our 

*  prefent  fituation,  in  order  that  I  m.ay  from  thence 

*  be  able  to  judge  of  the  neceffity  of  complying 

*  with  the  demand  made  by  the  crown  :  This  is, 
'  Sir,  I  think,  no  more  than  what  the  Parliament 
^  ought  to  defire,  and  certainly  has  a  right  to  ex- 
^  ped:  5  and  therefore  I  cannot  even  yet  think,  but 
'  that  fome  gentleman,  who  is  qualified  for  that 
'  purpofe,  will  rife  up,  and  give  us,  at  leaft,  as 
^  much  information  about  our  prefent  circum- 
'  ftances,  as  may  enable  us  to  give  fome  reafon 
'  for  our  confenting  to  the  augmentation  now  de* 
^  manded.' 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  '  Tho'  I  had^Jr/^^f^^ 
'  refolved.  Sir,  to  fit  flill,  and  fay  nothing  in  thefpeech.'* 
^  prefent  debate,  yet,  as  I  believe  my  felf  pointed 
'  at  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft, 
'  when  I  find  my  felf  fo  often  called  upon,  I  cannot 
forbear  giving  fome  anfwer  to  what  gentlemen  have 
'  been  pleafed  to  fay  againft  the  fmall  augmentation 
'  of  our  forces,  which  has  been  propofed.  As  to  the 
^  information  which  gentlemen  are  fo  fond  of  ha- 

■  ving,  I  do  not  really  know  what  they  mean  hj  it, 

■  or  what  they  want  to  be  informed  about  :   It  is 

*  x>ublicly  known,  that  there  is  a  war  now  broke 
\  forth  in  Europe^  even  his  Majefty  in  his  fpeech  has 

*  taken 
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talcen  notice  of  it,  and  in  the  fame  fpeech  his  Ma- 
jefty  has  been  pleafeci  to  declare  to  us,  that  he  is 
as  yet  no  way  engaged  in  the  war,  nor  would  de- 
termine himfelf  till  he  had  examined  the  feveral 
facts  alledged  by  both  parties  :  This,  Sir,  is  a  de- 
liberation confident  with  the  wifdom  of  his  Ma  je- 
fty's  counfels,  and  from  thence  we  may  be  afTured, 
that  we  are  not  as  yet  any  wa}^  concerned  in  the 
prefent  war  ^  we  may,  'tis  true,  be  concerned  re- 
latively and  confequentially,  but,  from  what  his 
Ma  jefty  himfelf  has  told  us,  we  muft  conclude  that 
we  are  under  no  prefent  engagements,  and  there- 
fore I  muft  think  it  ftrange  in  gentlemen  to  ex- 
pert or  defire  any  declaration  from  his  Majefty, 
by  thofe  who  have  the  honour  to  ferve  him,  before 
an}^  refolution  has  been  taken,  nay,  even  before 
his  Majefty  could  poillbly  have  an  opportunity 
to  inquire  into  thofe  facts,  which  he  has  told  us, 
he  will  thoroughly  examine  before  he  determines 
what  he  is  to  do. 

'  But,  Sir,  as  it  is  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  confe- 
quence,  to  all  the  powers  engaged  in  the  war,  to 
know  what  part  Great  Britain  is  to  take,  or  whe- 
ther or  no  we  are  to  take  any  part  in  the  prefent 
war,  we  may  conclude,  that  they  are  all  extreme- 
ly anxious  about  knowing  what  we  are  to  do,  and, 
furely,  if  there  is  any  power  in  Europe  who  may 
in  tlie  event  become  the  enem}^  of  Great  Britain^ 
particularly  interefted  in,  and  therefore  anxious  to 
know  the  refult  of  our  deliberations,  it  would  be  a 
very  good  reafon,  if  there  were  none  other,  why 
gentlemen  ought  not  to  expert  the  fatisfadtion  they 
feem  fo  earneftly  to  defire,  efpecially  before  fo  full 
and  fo  public  an  audience  :  This,  I  fay,  Sir,  would 
be  a  good  reafon  for  his  Majefty  not  to  declare  his 
refolution  here,  even  fuppofing  he  had  come  to  a 
refolution  ^  and  till  his  Majefty  thinks  fit  to  pub- 
lifti  his  refolutions,  gentlemen  may  believe,  that 
neither  I,  nor  any  other  member  of  this  houfe, 

'  who 
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who  has  the  honour  to  ferve  the  crown,  will  he 
ready  to  make  any  declarations  in  this  place,  'till 
we  do  it  <fx  officio^  and  by  his  Majefty's  orders. 
'  Now,  Sir,  without  any  farther  information,  let 
us  conder  the  prefent  circumftances  0^ Europe :  We 
all  know,  and  his  Majefty  has  told  us,  that  a  war 
is  broke  out  in  Europe  ^  we  are  not  immediately 
concerned  in  this  war,  but  as  the  too  great  fuccefs 
of  either  fide  may  endanger  the  liberties  of  Europe^ 
we  are  certainly  concerned  in  the  event  ^  and  as 
we  are  concerned  in  the  event,  thofe  powers  who 
may  perhaps  now,  or  may  hereafter  come  to  think, 
that  we  are,  in  intereft,  nay,  for  felf-prefervation, 
obliged  to  declare  againft  them,  will  not  they,  as 
foon  as  they  begin  to  think  fo,  endeavour  to  take 
us  at  a  difadvantage,  and,  before  we  are  prepared 
for  our  defence,  in  order  to  prevent  our  attempt- 
ing to  put  a  ftop  to  thofe  ambitious  views  which 
fuccefs  may  infpire  them  with  ?  Is  it  not  therefore 
necejfTary  for  us  to  be  upon  our  guard,  and  to  pro- 
vide in  time  for  our  own  defence  ?  Upon  this  con- 
fideration,  the  neceffity  for  the  augmentation  pro- 
pofed,  which  fome  gentlemen  pretend  they  can- 
not difcover,  is  to  me  fo  apparent,  that  it  fpeaks 
itfelf,  and  the  demand  is,  in  itfelf,  fo  modeft,  and 
fo  evidently  fhews,  that  his  Majefty's  inclinations 
are  to  lay  as  few  and  as  eaf}^  burdens  on  his  people 
as  poffible,  that  I  muft  fay,  the  making  of  any 
difficulty  to  comply  with  it  does  not  teftify  any 
great  refped  towards  his  Majefty,  nor  a  warm  af- 
fedion  or  zeal  for  his  government  ^  and  therefore 
I  hope  the  queftion  will  be  agreed  to  without  any 
amendment. 

*"  As  to  the  infinuation  made  by  a  worthy  gentle- 
man over  the  way,  that  there  was  a  defign  to  make 
Gibraltar  appear  expenfive,  in  order  to  make  peo- 
ple fick  of  it,  and  induce  them  to  confent  to  the 
giving  it  up,  the  repeating  this  infinuation  is,  I 
think,  Sir,  a  fufficient  anfwer  to  it  •,  for  to  fay  that 
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the  miniftry,  by  adding  three  regiments  to  the 
defence  of  Gibraltar^  are  in  a  plot  to  deliver  it 
up,  has  fomething  fo  ridiculous  in  it,  that  I  am 
furprifed  it  fliould  drop  from  the  honourable  gen* 
tleman  \  but  I  am  perfuaded  he  did  not  mean  to 
be  ferious  when  he  made  that  infinuation,  and 
therefore  I  fhall  take  no  farther  notice  of  it. 


JVilUam  Pitlteney,  Efq^  *  I  believe,  Sir,  moff: 
gentlem>en,  as  well  as  myfelf,  whofe  expedations 
were  raifed  when  the  honourable  gentleman  ftood 
up,  have  met  with  a  very  great  difappointment : 
That  gentleman,  from  whom  we  had  reafon  to  ex- 
pert fomething  that  would  have  been  of  weight  in 
the  prcfent  debate,  has  not  only  told  us,  that  we 
are  to  have  no  reafon  for  what  we  are  delired  this 
day  to  agree  to,  but  has  given  us  very  little  hopes 
of  having  at  any  other  time,  that  information 
which  one  would  think  a  Britifh  Parliament  might 
expert.  Are  we,  Sir,  to  vote  x^owerful  fleets,  and 
numerous  armies  ^  are  we  to  lay  new  and  great 
burdens  on  the  people,  and  all  this  without  being 
told  any  reafons  for  what  we  are  defired  to  do  ? 
What  fatisfadion  can  we,  Sir,  give  our  confli- 
tuents,  if  they  fhould  afk  us,  why  we  have  aug- 
mented our  ftanding  army,  which  mull  always  be 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  our  country  ?  Why  we 
have  confented  to  the  increafing  the  public  charge, 
which  is  already  heavier  than  the  people  can  bear  ? 
Really,  Sir,  to  this  moft  material,  and,  I  think, 
moft  reafonable  queftion,  I  know,  as  jtt^  of  no  o- 
ther  anfwer  we  can  give,  but  only  that  his  Majefty 
has  told  us  in  his  fpeech,  that  there  is  a  war  broke 
forth  in  Europe^  in  which  we  have  no  manner  of 
concern,  and  his  minifters  have  told  us,  that  we 
ought  to  be  afraid  of  the  armies  and  fleets  raifed 
and  fitted  out  by  our  neighbours,  becaufe  they  are 
under  an  abfolute  neceffity  of  employing  all  the  ar- 
Hjies  they  can  raife,  and  all  the  fleets  they  can  fit 

!  out. 
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out,  in  thofe  parts  of  Europe  which  are  moil  re- 
mote from  us  •,  we  have  zeal,  Sir,  I  hope  we  have 
all  a  great  deal  of  aifedion  and  zeal  for  his  Maje- 
fty's  perfon  and  government  •,  but  do  not  let  iis 
allow  his  Majefty's  minifters,  or  even  his  Majelly 
himfelf  to  exped  fuch  a  blind  zeal  from  his  Par- 
liament :  It  is  inconfiftent  with  the  dignity  of 
Parliament,  andlamfure,  thatParliameiits  thirty 
or  forty  years  ago,  would  hardly  have  been  per- 
fuaded  to  have  fhewn  fo  much  comjplaifance  to  the 
minifters  of  the  crown. 

'  What  has  been  obierved  by  fome  gentlemen,  I 
own.  Sir,  weighs  greatly  with  me  :  From  the  de- 
mand now  before  us  we  have  reafon  to  conclude, 
that  18,000  men  may  be  the  number  intended  to 
be  always  kept  up  within  this  illand,  even  in  the 
times  of  the:^greateft  peace  and  tranquillity,  and 
that  the  augmentation  now  required  is  done  with  a 
view  only,  that  when  fuch  times  fhall  again  come, 
thofe  in  the  adminiftration  may  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  pretend  great  merit,  in  reducing  the  1800 
men  now  propofed  to  be  added  :  We  all  know 
what  jealoufies  and  fears  the  people  have  entertain- 
ed at  the  continuing  of  this  arm3^  during  the  lafc 
years  of  perfed  peace  and  tranquiliit}^  both  at  home 
and  abroad  ,  and  if  that  meafure  Ihouid  be  again 
attempted,  when  thofe  days  of  peace  return,  ever}^ 
m.an  muft  then  conclude,  that  that  ami}/  is  kept 
up,  not  for  defending  us  againft  our  foreign  ene- 
mies, but  for  the  fafety  of  thofe  who  have  render- 
ed themfelves  odious  among  the  people,  and  for 
defending  them  againft  the  refentment  of  an  inju- 
red and  a  plundered  nation  :  If  this  fiiould  ever 
happen  to  be  our  unfortunate  condition,  the  peo- 
ple will  certainly  make  a  ftruggle  for  the  preferi^a- 
tion  of  their  ancient  conftitution :  This  will  certain- 
ly be  the  cafe,  I  knov/  it  muft  be  the  cafe  ^  and 
*  when  it  is,  I  hope  thofe  who  jQiali  bring  us  under 
B  b  2  '  fuch 
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fuch  hard  circumftances,  will  find,  that  even  this 
armjr  of  1 8, ceo  men,  will  not  be  able  to  ftand 
againjfl:  the  whole  people  of  England.  I  have  a 
great  opinion  of  many  gentlemen  who  have  now 
commands  in  the  arm}^  and  if  fuch  a  cafe  fhould 
happen,  while  they  have  any  command,  I  make 
no  doubt  but  they  would  behave  as  their  prede- 
ccfTors  did  at  the  revolution,  T  dare  fay,  that  moft 
of  them  would  foon  be  found  of  the  people's  fide 
of  the  queftion. 

'  If  we  are,  Sir,  to  have  any  fhare  in  the  war, 
the  addition  of  i8co  men  is  but  a  bawble  ^  and  if 
we  are  to  have  no  fhare,  why  fhould  we  bring  any 
additional  expence  upon  the  people  ?  Ihe  honour- 
able gentleman  would  not  fay,  pofitively,  that 
wc  were  engaged  or  were  not  engaged,  or  that  we 
were  or  were  not  to  be  engaged,  but  that  we  might 
be  engaged  relatively  and  confequentially,  and  this 
refined  quibbling,  Sir,  is,  it  feems,  all  the  fatiP- 
fa(5tion,  all  the  reafons,  he  will  vouchfafe  to  give 
gentlemen,  for  agreeing  to  the  demand  now  made 
upon  them.  Is  an  Engl'ifh  houfe  of  Commons  to 
take  this  as  a  reafon  for  breaking  in  upon  their 
conllitution,  and  for  loading  their  conftituents  with 
taxes  ?  Surely,  Sir,  let  our  condition  be  never 
fo  bad,  and  I  believe  it  is  bad  enough,  if  the  ad- 
vice of  Parliament  is  wanted  on  that  occafion,  if 
their  alufiance  be  defired,  they  ought  to  have  a 
full  information  of  the  prefent  circumftances  of  the 
nation,  and  they  ought  to  have  fufficient  reafons 
given  for  the  demand  that  is  made  •,  but  it  feems 
we  are  for  the  future  to  have  no  other  reafon  given 
us  for  complying  with  any  demand  that  comes 
from  the  crown,  but  only  becaufe  it  is  afked  ^  and 
if  any  gentleman  fcruples  to  take  that  as  a  fufK- 
cient  reafon,  he  is,  it  feemiS,  always  to  be  told,  that 
his  not  agreeing  readily  to  the  demand,  will  be 
looked  upon  as  a  want  of  refped  to  the  crown  : 
Let  us,  Sir,  have  all  due  refpeit  to  the  crown, 

*  but 
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but  for  God's  fake,  let  us  have  likewife  fome  re- 
gard to  ourfelves  and  our  fellow- fubjeds,  without 
which  I  am  fure  we  have  no  bufiiiefs  here,  nor 
can  the  nation  ever  reap  any  benefit  from  our 
meeting  in  this  place. 

'  The  extraordinary  expence  of  the  augmenta- 
tion now  aiked  for,  is  faid  to  be  but  34  or  35,000/. 
It  is,  at  lead  35,000/.  which  is  a  fum  that  may, 
perhaps,  found  but  little  in  thofe  ears  which  are 
accufiomed  to  millions,  yet  it  is  a  great  fum,  and 
will  be  thought  fo  by  the  people  c£  England^  who 
are  already  over-burdened  with  taxes  and  impofi- 
tions  :  It  is  an  additional  expence,  which  no  man 
ought  to  confent  to,  unlefs  he  fees  an  abfolute  ne- 
cellity  for  fo  doing  :  The  honourable  gentleman, 
'tis  true,  fays,  that  the  neceffity  is  apparent,  and 
that  it  fpeaks  for  itfelf :  It  is  well  it  does  fo,  for 
no  gentleman  has  as  yet  thought  fit  to  fay  any 
thing  for  it  ^  but  as  I  neither  can  fee  this  apparent 
necejfity,  nor  hear  it  fj^eak  for  itfelf,  I  mult  there- 
fore as  yet  be  for  the  amendment  v/hich  has  been 
propofed. 

Sir  WUUam  To^ige.  '  The  qnefiion  now  before  sir^^r/Zjij^, 
us  is,  in  my  opinion,  Sir,  fo  reafonable,  and  thefp'Sh' 
additional  expence,  which  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman who  fpoke  laft  was  pleafed  to  call  a  great 
fum,  is,  I  think,  fo  far  otherwife,  that  1  be- 
lieve every  gentleman  in  this  houfe,  when  he 
heard  the  motion  made,  was  furprifed  at  the  mo- 
defty  of  the  demand,  and  could  not  but  admire 
his  Majefty's  wifdom,  and  the  great  care  he  had 
of  doing  nothing  that  might  be  burdenfome  to  his 
people. 

'  Gentlemen  may,  if  they  will,  fhut  their  eyes, 
and  not  fee  that  objed:  which  Hands  before  theni 
in  the  clearefl:  light,  but  the  necelfity  of  what  is 
now  propofed,  is  to  me  as  apparent  as  the  fun  at 
noon^day.  Though  we  be  not  as  yet  any  way  en- 
£  b  3  !  S'^ged 
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gaged  in  the  war  now  carrying  on  in  Europe^  yet 
no  man  can  anfwer  for  future  events,  nor  can  we 
know  what  refoiutions  foreign  courts  rmj  hereafter 
come  to  ^  it  is  for  this  reafon,  that  we  ought  to  be 
always  well  provided  for  our  defence,  againft  any 
fudden  attempts  that  may  be  refolved  on  or  made 
againft  us  ^  and  we  certainly  ought  to  be  better 
provided  for  our  defence,  when  our  neighbours  are 
at  war,  than  when  they  are  in  a  flrate  of  profound 
tranquillity.  When  they  are  at  war  they  always 
have  armies  in  the  field,  and  fleets  at  fea  ♦,  they 
have  many  pretences  for  marching  their  armies 
wherever  they  have  a  mind,  and  for  fitting  out 
what  fleets,  and  at  what  places  they  think  proper  ^ 
with  fome  of  thefe  they  may  come  upon  us  at 
unawares,  and  when  we  think  that  their  warlike 
preparations  are  defigned  againfl  thofe  they  are 
adually  at  war  witli  •,  whereas,  in  time  of  peace, 
though  they  have  ftandirig-armies,  yet  thofe  armies 
are  difperfed  and  in  quarters,  and  if  any  number  of 
them  Ihould  be  gathered  together,  and  prepared 
for  an  expedition,  we  would  have  a  right  to  de- 
m.and  the  reafon  for  fuch  preparations,  and  we 
could  eafily  judge,  whether  or  no  they  were,  or 
could  be,  defigned  againft  us  5  as  to  their  fleet,  it 
is  the  fame,  tho'  in  time  of  peace  they  have  fhips 
of  war,  as  well  as  other  fliips,  yet  their  men  of 
war  are  m>ofl:ly  laid  up  in  their  docks,  and  their 
other  ihips  employed  in  their  proper  bufinefs,  and 
if  they  ihould  begin  to  fit  out  a  fleet,  and  prepare 
'  for  a  TiciVdX  expedition,  we  would  have  a  right  to 
'  demand  v/hither  they  were  defigned,  and  could 
^  eafily  judge,  whether  or  no  they  could  be  intended 
^  for  an  invafion  upon  us  ^  in  either  of  which  cafes, 

*  we  would  have  time  to  prepare  for  giving  them  a 

*  proper  reception  :   From  this  confideration  it  ap- 

*  pears  evident  to  me,  that  it  is  neceffary  for  us  to 
'  have  both  a  greater  fleet  at  fea,  and  a  more  nume- 
^  reus  army  at  land,  when  our  neighbours  are  en- 

'  gaged 


A.  1734.        DEBATES.  375 

*  gaged  in  war,  than  we  have  occafion  for  when 
'  they  are  all  in  a  profound  peace  -,  and  I  cannot 
'  but  think  that  the  augmentation  now  propofed  is 
'  the  leafl:  that  can  be  judged  neceffary. 

'  As  to  the  conjedures,  Sir,  which  gentlemen  have 
'  been  pleafed  to  throw  out,  of  what  may  be  mtend- 

*  ed,  when  peace  Ihall  be  again  reftored  to  Eiirop^y 
'  I  think  no  gentleman  now  in  this  houfe  is  any 
'  way  concerned  in  them,  or  obliged  to  give  any 
'  anfwer  to  what  has  been  faid  upon  that  fubjetl:  If 
'  what  ought  to  be  then  done,  be  not  done,  let  thofe 

*  who  fhalL  then  have  the  honour  to  advife  the  King 
'  anfwer  for  it  ^  but  a  fuppofition  that  they  will  not 
'  do  their  duty,  can  be  no  reafon  for  us  to  negiedt 
'  or  to  refufe  doing  our  duty  upon  the  prefent  emer- 
'  gency.     The  honourable  gentleman  was  pleaied  to 

*  fay,  that  he  had  heard  no  body  fpeak,  or  give  any 

*  reafon  for  the  neceifity  of  the  augmentation  pro- 

*  pofed  ',  if  it  be  fo,  I  am  fure  I  have  heard  no  gen- 
'  tleman  fay  any  thing  againft  it  ^  and  tnerefore, 
'  fince  nothing  has  been  faid  of  either  fide  ot  the 
'  queftion,  let  every  gentleman  give  his  vote,  accord- 
^  ing  to  what  his  own  thoughts  may  fuggeft  to  him. 

Mafter  of  the  Rolls.    '  As  I  fiiall  always  fhew  a  s^rjo^ph 

*  great  willingnefs  in  complying  with  any  demands  fp^ek 
'  which  his  Majefty  Ihali  pleafe  to  make,  when  I 

'  fee  that  they  are  requifite  for  fupporting  or  defend- 
'  ing  the  honour  and  the  intereft  of  this  nation  -.^  fo 
'  I  Ihall  always  be  extremely  cautious,  of  agreeing 

*  to  any  thing  that  may  bring  new  loads  upon  the 

*  people,  by  increafing  the  public  expence,^  unlets 

*  whenlplainlyfeeanabfoluteneceliityforit^  and 
'  therefore.  Sir,  I  cannot,  for  all  I  have  yet  feen  or 
"-  heard,  agree  to  the  prefent  motion.  I  am  not  ig- 
'  norant  of  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs  abroad,  but  as 
'  we  are  not  as  yet  anyway  engaged  in  the  quarrel, 
'  I  can  fee  no  danger  we  are  in  from  any  power  a- 

B  b  4  b^oa^^s 
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broad,  and  therefore,  I  can  fee  no  reafon  for  our 
making  any  additional  provifion  for  our  defence  ^ 
for  tho'  we  were  really  in  fome  danger,  we  have, 
in  my  opinion,  fufficiently  provided  againft  it  by 
the  large  armament  we  have  already  voted  for  the 
fea-fervice,  which,  as  it  is  our  natural  defence,  was 
chearfuUy,  and,  I  may  fay,  unanimoufly  agreed  to : 
Nay,  if  we  were  to  give  fome  alfiftance  to  fome 
of  the  powers  engaged  in  the  war,  which  no  gen- 
tleman has  3'"et  faid  we  are,  it  is  certain  that  we 
may  affift  as  effedually  by  our  fleet,  as  by  our 
land-forces,  and,  in  fuch  cafe,  I  fliould  be  for  aug- 
m.enting  our  naval  force,  rather  than  our  land- 
army. 

*  The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpolce  lail:,  en- 
deavoured to  Ihew,  that  we  ongnt  to  be  better  pro- 
vided for  our  defence,  when  our  neighbours  are 
engaged  in  war,  than  when  they  are  in  a  profound 
peace  •,  but  in  my  opinion,  if  we  are  no  way  en- 
gaged in  the  quarrel,  we  have  then  lefs  occafion  to 
provide  for  our  defence  ^  becaufe  when  our  neigh- 
bours are  engaged  againP:  one  another,  they  will 
certainly  be  fo  far  from  doing  any  thing  that  may* 
difoblige  us,  that  we  muftthen  be  courted  by  both 
parties,  if  not  for  our  affiftance,  at  leaft  for  this, 
that  we  ma]7  obferve  an  exadt  neutrality  ^  and  to 
me  it  really  feems  a  paradox  to  fay,  that  any  na- 
tion in  Europe  will  be  the  more  ready  to  attack  us, 
becaufe  they  are  already  deeply  engaged  againfl: 
another  enemy.  For  this  reafon  I  muft  conclude, 
that  we  are  in  no  danger  of  being  attacked,  till 
we  come  to  a  refolution  to  join  one  fide  or  other  5 
when  we  have  once  come  to  fuch  a  refolution,  we 
ought  to  provide  for  offence,  as  well  as  defence, 
and  till  then  we  ought  to  fave  as  much  as  poifible, 
that  we  may  be  able  to  execute  our  refolution, 
when  taken,  with  the  more  vigour. 


Gentle-* 
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'  Gentlemen  talk  of  France^  and  of  the  great  ar- 
mies they  have  in  the  field,  and  the  great  fleets 
they  have  at  fea  ,  but  I  am  iiire  we  can  be  at  pre- 
fent  under  no  apprehenfions  from  them  :  That 
nation  has  now  work  enough  upon  their  hands,  in 
fending  two  great  armies  to  different  parts  of  the 
world,  and  providing  at  the  fame  time  for  their 
own  fecurity  at  home  -,  and  whatever  fleets  they 
may  have  at  fea,  it  is  certain,  that  they  will  have 
occafion  for  them  elfewhere  ^  nay,  even  tho'  they 
had  not,  I  doubt  much  if  it  be  in  their  power  to 
fend  any  fuch  fleet  to  fea,  as  could  give  us  jufl  caufe 
of  fear,  for  when  gentlemen  talk  of  invafions,  I 
hope  they  do  not  think,  that  this  nation  is  to  be 
conquered  by  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  men  -,  and 
unlefs  they  could  fend  at  once  fuch  an  army  as 
would  be  able  to  conquer  the  nation,  any  lefTer 
number  would  be  jufl:  fo  many  men  thrown  away  5 
for  our  fleet  would  not  only  prevent  fuccours  from 
coming  to  them,  but  would  likewife  prevent  its 
being  in  the  power  of  thofe  who  landed,  to  make 
their  efcape  out  of  the  ifland. 
'  But  befides  its  not  being  in  the  power  of  France 
to  attempt  any  thing  at  prefent  againft  us,  I  be- 
lieve it  is  not  in  their  inclination  :  They  certainly 
look  upon  us  as  their  allies,  and  have,  I  believe, 
good  reafon  for  fo  doing.  I  fliall  not  enter  into 
a  difquifition  of  the  many  engagements  we  are  at 
prefent  under  to  foreign  powers,  but  I  am  afraid 
they  are  fuch,  that  whatever  meafure  we  may  pur- 
fue,  with  refped  to  the  prefent  war,  it  will  not  be 
eafy  to  reconcile  the  honour  and  the  interefl  of  this 
nation  :  If  our  interefl:  fhould  call  upon  us  to  affifl: 
the  Emperor  and  his  allies,  I  am  afaid  we  muft 
forfeit  our  honour  to  France  and  her  allies  ^  and  if 
our  interefl:  fliould  call  upon  us  to  alfiLl:  France  and 
Spain ^  we  mufl:  equally  forfeit  our  honour  to  the 
Emperor  ^  nay,  if  we  fliould  obferve  an  exadt 
neutrality,  I  am  afraid  both  parties  would  have 

*  feme 
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*  fome  grounds  for  accufing  us  of  a  breach  of  faith  : 
'  I  (hall  not  pretend  to  give  names  or  epithets  to  any 
'  meafure,  or  to  any  minifter,  but  a  management 
'  which  has  brought  the  honour  and  the  intereft  of 

*  the  nation  thus  to  clafh,  I  cannot  applaud. 

'  As  the  defign   of  propofing  the  amendment 

*  which  has  been  offered,  feems  to  be  only  in  order 

*  to  procure  fome  information,  or  fome  reafons  for 

*  the  augmentation  demanded,  I  muft  fay,  that  if 

*  the  demand  on  one  fide  be  thought  fo  very  modeft, 

*  it  muft  be  granted,  that  what  is  alked  on  the  other 

*  iide  is  fully  as  modeft  ^  and  if  nothing  has  been 

*  faid  for  or  againft  the  augmentation,  it  certainly 
'  ought  not  to  be  complied  with,  for  there  is  an 
'  eternal  reafon  againft  it,  which  every  member  of 

*  this  houfe  muft  know  5  the  people  oi England  2itQ 
'  not  to  be  loaded  with  unneceffary  charges  :  If  this 
'  nevv  charge  be  unneceffary,  it  ought  not  to  be  com- 
'  plied  with,  and  if  there  be  a  neceffity  for  it,  that 
^  neceliity  ought  to  be  ftiewn  to  this  houfe  ^  the  Par- 
^  liament  has  as  good  a  right,  to  have  the  reafons 
'  for  any  demand  from  the  crown  laid  before  them, 
'  nay,  and  a  better  too,  in  my  opinion,  than  the 
'  crown  has  to  exped:  their  compliance,  without 
'  fliewing  them  any  reafons  for  their  fo  doing  ^  and 

*  therefore,  till  fome  reafons  be  offered  for  our  com- 

*  plying  with  the  demand,  I  Ihall  be  for  the  a- 
'  mendment/ 

f ^«;Si'/^''''''     Mr.  Speahr,    '  I  am  heartily  forry.  Sir,  I  ftiould 

r.,ec  .       ^  differ  from  the  honourable  and  learned  gentleman 

'  over  the  way,  with  whom  I  have  always,  till  now, 

*  concurred  in  queftions  of  this  nature,  and  for  whom 

*  I  have  the  greateft  refpedt  and  efteem.     As  I  have 

*  always  been  one  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  have 
/             *  appeared  againft  keeping  up  numerous  ftanding 

*  armies  in  times  of  peace,  I  think  myfelf  obliged 
'  to  give  my  reafons,  before  I  give  my  vote  for  the 

*  augmentation  propofed  ,  for  tho'  I  never  thought 

'  that 
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that  we  ought  to  keep  up  a  large  ftanding  army  in 
time  of  a  profound  peace,  yet  when  there  is  a  war 
actually  kindled  in  Europe^  when  our  neighbours 
are  all  making  vaft  military  preparations,  I  muft 
think  that  we  ought  then  to  add  a  little  to  our 
forces  both  by  fea  and  land,  not  only  for  our  own 
fecurity  at  home,  but  likewife  to  add  to  the  influ- 
ence which  we  may  have,  and  ought  to  afpire  to, 
with  all  the  parties  engaged  in  the  war. 
'  It  is  certain,  Sir,  that  if  there  were  no  parties 
nor  divifions  among  us,  this  nation  would  have 
no  occafion  to  be  afraid  of  ten  or  twelve  thoufand 
men  poured  in  by  furprife  upon  us  5  in  fuch  cafe 
I  do  not  believe,  that  any  power  in  Europe,  would 
attempt  to  invade  us  with  double  the  number  ^  but 
as  there  are  parties  and  divifions  among  us,  and 
always  will  be,  as  long  as  we  are  a  free  people, 
ten  or  twelve  thoufand  foreigners,  joined  hj  all  the 
power  of  the  difaffected  among  ourfelves,  might 
do  us  a  great  deal  of  mifchief,  if  not  overturn  our 
prefent  happy  eftabliihment,  efpecially  if  we  had 
but  a  fmall  numbers  of  regular  forces  at  home. 
'  It  is  likewife  certain,  Sir,  that  none  of  the  pow- 
ers engaged  in  the  war  will  attack  us,  or  do  any 
thing  to  difoblige  us,  as  long  as  we  remain  quiet, 
and  they  are  under  no  apprehenfions  of  our  being 
about  to  join  with  their  enemies.  But  when  fuch 
a  general  war  is  broke  forth  in  Europe-i  when  the 
united  forces  of  France^  Spaw^  and  Sardinhu  are 
tearing  the  Emperor's  dominions  in  Italy  afunder, 
are  v/e  to  be  altogether  unattentive  ?  Are  we  to 
lit  intirely  regardlefs  of  a  war,  which  miay  end  in 
the  total  overthrow  of  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe  ?  Surely,  Sir,  we  are  not  ^  and  if  we  fhould 
refolve  to  join  either  party  engaged  in  the  war, 
or  if  either  of  them  fliould  but  fufped  fuch  a 
thing,  would  not  the  party  againft  whom  we  fliould 
refolve  to  join,  or  who  fufpeded  that  we  were  to 
*  come  to  fuch  a  refolution  ^  would  not  that  party, 
2  ";  I  fay. 


P  A  Fv  L  I  A  M  E  N  T  A  Fv  Y         A,  I  794. 

I  fay,  attempt  to  make  a  fudden  invafion  upon 
us  ?  For  tho'  they  could  not  perhaps  eiped  im- 
mediate  fuccefs,  yet  it  might  give  fuch  a  diver- 
fion  to  the  arms  of  this  nation,  as  might  prevent 
its  being  in  our  power  to  put  a  flop  to  their  am- 
bitious views,  or  to  x'>referve  the  balance  of  power 
in  Europe, 

'  In  this  cafe,  Sir,  it  is  of  no  weight  to  fay,  that, 
after  we  have  come  to  fuch  a  refolution,  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  provide  for  our  defence  •,  for,  as  I 
have  faid,  the  apprenenfions  of  our  neighbours 
may  be  lufficient  caufe  for  them  to  invade  us,  and 
thofe  apprehenfions  we  can  know  nothing  of,  till 
we  feel  the  effedts  of  them  ^  but  even  as  to  our 
own  refolutions,  they  may  happen  to  be  difcover- 
ed,  as  foon  as  taken,  and  as  it  requires  a  longtime 
to  raife  any  number  of  land-forces,  and  to  difci- 
pline  the  men,  i^o  as  to  make  them  fit  for  fervice, 
it  will  be  too  late  then  to  begin  only  to  provide  for 
our  fecurity  at  home  ^  we  ought  before  we  come 
to  any  fuch  refolution,  at  leaft,  to  be  fecure  at 
home  -,  and  then,  after  it  is  taken,  we  may  with 
eafe  provide  for  ading  an  offeniive  part. 
'  Upon  the  v/hole,  Sir,  if  any  very  large  aug- 
mentation had  been  now  demanded,  I  fhould  not 
perhaps  have  given  my  vote  for  complying  with 
that  demand,  without  having  been  a  little  better 
informed  as  to  the  necejfity  for  making  fuch  an 
augmentation  ♦,  but  the  augmentation  now  alked, 
is  fo  fmall,  that  I  look  upon  it  as  done  chiefly  with 
a  view  of  fhewing  the  world,  that  there  is  a  good 
harmony  fubfifting  between  his  Majefty  and  his 
Parliament,  which,  perhaps,  fom.e  powers  abroad 
have  been  made  to  doubt  of  ^  and  therefore,  I  fliall 
not  only  heartily  comply  with  the  demand  made 
by  his  Majefty,  but  I  wifh  that  no  fort  of  unwil- 
lingnefs  had  been  Ihewn  by  any  gentleman  in  this 
houfe  5  for  as  nothing  can  give  fo  great  a  v/eight  to 
the  counfels  of  this  nation,  among  foreign  princes, 

I  ^1 
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'  as  a  ftri6l  union  between  the  King  and  his  Par- 

*  liament,  fo  nothing  can  give  fuch  a  ftab  to  our 

*  influence  abroad,  as  an  attempt  to  deftroy  that 
^  union  ^  and  if  Great  Britain  fhould  lofe  all  the 
'  weight  it  has  in  the  Icale  of  Europe^  to  what  a 
'  pafs  it  might  bring  the  affairs  of  Europe  I  fliall 
^  leave  to  gentlemen  to  judge. 

'  In  fliort,  Sir,  thofe  who  oppofe  an  army,  as  well 
^  when  it  becomes  neceflary,  as  when  it  was  unne- 

*  cefTary,  I  muft  fufpedl  of  having  fome  other  rea- 

*  fons  for  their  fo  doing,  than  thofe  they  publickly 

*  avow.     To  me  the  neceffity  of  the  augmentation    • 

*  afked,    appears   to  be  fufficiently    evident,   and 

*  therefore,  I  am  ready  to  give  my  vote  againft  the 

*  amendment  propofed/ 

After  him  Thomas  Wyndham,  Efq^   member  for 
Sudbury  in  Suffolk,  fpoke  againft  the  augmentation. 

And  then  Sir  John  St,  AuVin,    *  I  cannot  per-sir7o6«^ 
^  fuade  myfelf,  Sir,  to  agree  to  the  motion  as  it  no w  fpesSi/"  ^ 

*  ftands,   becaufe  I  have,  as  yet,  heard  no  reafon 

*  given  for  convincing  me,  that  the  augmentation 
^  now  demanded  is  necefTary  ^  for  tho'  it  be  called 
'  but  a  fmall  number,  yet  to  me  and  to  all  thofe 

*  gentlemen  who  were  laft  year  of  opinion,  that  the 
*"  number  of  land  forces  then  voted,  was  by  much 

*  too  large,  the  augmentation  muft  appear  to  be 

*  very  confiderable,  as  has  been  already  obferved. 
'  By  the  arguments  I  had  formerly  heard,  for  con- 

*  tinning  the  army,  and  the  arguments  I  now  hear 
'  for  augmenting  the  army,  it  appears  plain  to  me, 

*  that  fome  gentlemen  are  of  opinion,  that  an  army 

*  of  at  leaft  1 8,oco  men,  will  al  waj^s  be  neceffary  for 

*  the  fupport  of  our  government,  and  confequently, 

*  muft  become  a  part  of  our  conftitution  ^  for  when 
^  our  neigbours  are  all  at  peace,  we  are  told,  that 

*  we  muft  keep  up  at  leaft  that  number  of  regular 

*  troops,  becaufe  our  neighbours  have  nothing  to  do 

'  with 
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with  their  troops  elfewhere,  and  may  therefore 
make  a  fndden  and  unexpected  invafion  upon  us  j 
and  when  any  two  of  our  neighbours  are  at  war 
one  with  another,  which  is  the  prefent  cafe,  we 
are  told,  we  mult  keep  up  a  numerous  ftanding 
arm}^,  becaufe  our  neighbours  have  large  armies 
in  the  field,  and  great  fleets  at  fea,  which  they 
may  turn  fuddenly  againft  us. 
'  1  have,  Sir,  a  ver}^  good  opinion  of  the  E}7glifh 
foldiery,  and  when  they  have  been  properly  em- 
ployed, and  kept  in  action,  they  have  always  done 
great  honour  to  their  country  ^  but  an  army  kept 
here  at  home,  in  a  ftate  of  inadion,  and  wanton- 
ing in  lewdnefs  and  luxury,  till  they  have  quite 
loft  the  true  fpirit  of  Enghflmteu^  and  are  become 
fit  to  be  made  flaves  themfelves,  may  eafily  be 
perfuaded  to  make  flaves  of  their  fellow-fubjedts  ^ 
and  therefore,  I  ihall  alwaj'-s  be  againft  keeping 
up  a  numerous  regular  army  within  this  ifiand, 
let  the  pretences  for  it  be  never  fo  plaufible  ;  Our 
government  has  been  fupported  for  many  ages, 
without  any  fuch  army,  and  even  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  laft  two  great  wars,  there 
never  was  a  greater  number  of  forces  kept  at  home 
for  the  defence  of  this  nation,  than  the  additional 
number  now  propofed,  above  what  I,  as  well  as 
a  great  many  other  gentlemen,  thought  neceffary 
laft  year  to  be  kept  up. 

*  Gentlemen  talk  of  parties  and  divifions  among 
us,  and  of  its  being  neceflarj^  for  us  to  prepare  for 
our  defence,  before  we  come  to  any  refolution  5 
there  may.  Sir,  be  little  divifions  among  us,  but  as 
long  as  his  Majefty  enjoys  the  affedions  of  his  peo- 
ple, thofe  divifions  would  immediately  ceafe  upon 
the  approach  of  a  foreign  enemy,  we  would  then  all 
unite  in  the  defence  of  our  King  and  country  ,  and 
as  to  preparing  for  our  defence,  it  is  certain,  that 
half  the  number  of  the  troops  we  now  have,  would 
be  fufficient  to  repel  any  fmali  invafion  that  could 

!  be 
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be  fuddenly  brought  upon  us  •,  and  if  any  defign 
fhould  be  formed  to  invade  us  with  a  great  num- 
ber of  troops,  would  not  they  require  a  great  num- 
ber of  tranfport  fhips  ?  Could  fuch  a  naval  arma- 
ment be  prepared  without  our  hearing  of  it  ?  And 
have  not  we  already  voted  a  great  naval  force,  with 
which  we  might  eafily  block  up  our  enemies  in 
their  own  harbour  ? 

'  While  the  true  maxims  of  EnglifJo  policy  are 
purfued,  neither  his  Majefiry,  Sir,  nor  any  of  his 
lucceffors,  will  ever  have  an  occafion  for  ftanding 
armies,  the  King  will  alwa3^s  find  a  fecurity  for 
his  perfon  and  government  in  the  hearts  and  purfes 
of  his  people  \  but  if  ever  a  vicious  minifter  fhall 
begin  to  ad  upon  other  maxims,  arm^ies  ma}''  then 
become  neceffary  to  Ikreen  the  minifter,  or  even 
to  fupport  his  matter  ^  and  fuch  a  m.inifter  may 
perhaps  find  a  corrupt  Parliam.ent,  fervilely  and 
flavifhly  complying  with  his  moft  unreafooable  de- 
mands :    This  may  fupport  him  for  a  while,  but 
the  fpirit  of  the  people  will  be  rouzed  at  laft,  and 
even  that  army  in  which  he  puts  his  fole  truft, 
may  probably  join  with  the  reft  of  their  country- 
men, in  taking  vengeance  of  the  man  who  at- 
tempted to  enflave  his  country. 
'  This,  Sir,  I  fay,  m,ay  prob:;bly  be  the  cafe  5  but 
as  ftanding  armies  may  be  fo  modelled  and  mana- 
ged, as  to  become  proper  tools  for  tyrannical  po-/- 
er,  therefore  there  is  nothing  a  free  people  ought 
to  be  more  cautious  of  ^  and  as  I  can  fee  no  necef- 
fity  for  the  augmentation  propofed,  I  cannot  give 
my  confent  to  the  propofition.     I  do  not,  indeed, 
know  our  prefent  lituation,  but  whatever  it  may 
be,  I  mufi  fay,  that  if,  by  the  ignorance  of  him 
at  the  helm,  if  by  his  fhifting  the  fails  at  every  lit- 
tle turn  of  the  wind,  our  fhip  be  brought  into  great 
diftrefs,  and  our  reckoning  quite  \c&,  he  ought  in 

juftice  and  modefty  to  refign  the  helm, A 

general  council  ought  to  be  called,  and  every  par- 

*  ticular 
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*  ticular  circumftance  laid  fully  before  them,  that 

*  they  may  from  thence  learn  how  affairs  ftand,  fo 
'  as  to  be  able  to  judge  how  to  put  the  Ihip  in  a 
^  right  courfe.' 

Queftion         Colonel  Chohnondely^  member  for  Bofiney  in  Corn" 
^"''*  wall,  fpoke  next  to  the  augmentation  :  And  then 

the  queftion  was  put  upon  the  amendment,  which, 
upon  a  divifion,  was  carried  in  the  negative,  262 
againft  162. 
Refoiutions.  After  this  the  queftion  was  put  upon  the  firft  mo- 
tion, which  was  agreed  to  without  a  divifion,  and 
then  the  two  following  refoiutions  were  likewife 
agreed  to,  viz. 

That  a  fum  not  exceeding  647,429/.  11/.  3^. 
halfpenny,  fliould  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for 
defraying  the  charge  of  the  faid  17,704  men  for 
guards,  garrifons,  and  other  his  Majefty's  land 
forces,  in  Grmt  Britain,  Guernfeyy  ^nijerfey^  for  the 
year  1754.     And, 

That  a  ftim  not  exceeding  203,996/.  17/.  3^. 
halfpenny,  fliould  be  granted  to  his  Majefty,  for 
maintaining  his  Majefty's  forces  and  garrifons  in 
the  plantations,  Minorca  ?A'id  Gibraltar,  and  for  pro- 
vifions  for  the  garrifons  at  Annapolis  Royal^  Canfo^ 
Placentia,  and  Gibraltar,  for  the  year  1734. 

By  comparing  thefe  two  refoiutions  with  the  two 
refoiutions  for  the  fame  purpofes  in  the  preceding 
feifion,  it  appears,  that  the  additional  expence  for  this 
year  comes  exactly  to  the  fum  of  35,106  /.  5  /.  and 
5  d.  The  fum  voted  in  the  preceding  felfion  for 
thefe  two  fervices,  being  for  guards,  gaivif  .ns,  ^c, 
651,484/.  171.  id.  halfpenny,  and  for  forces  in  the 
plantations,  ffi^nz//^r,  ^f.  164,8 '^^L  Bs,  i  ^.  half- 
penny. 

On  TVednefday  the  13th  oi  February^  the  mutiny- 
bill  having  been  read  a  fecond  time,  and  committed 
to  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  the  Lord  Vifc. 
Morpeth  flood  up  and  fpoke  as  follows,  ^^nz, 

*  Sir 
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*  Sir,  though  an  army  Le,  as  yet,  no  part  of  our ^^^^^^^^^^^-^^ 
conftitution,  yet  we  find  that  the  Parliament  has,  and  modoa 
of  late  years,   thought  proper  to  keep  a  much  [hig'''Se** 
greater  number  offerees  on  foot  in  this  kingdom,  ^'^'^• 
than  was  known  in  former  times.    'Tis  true,  Sir,  I 

have  always  been  one  of  thofe  who  thought  a  much 
lefs  number  of  regular  forces  fufficient  for  the  de- 
fence of  this  nation,  and  for  the  fecurity  of  our 
government  ^  but  a  majority  of  both  houfes  of 
Parliament  have  been  of  a  contrary  opinion,  being 
thereto  induced,  as  I  believe,  fometimes  by  plots 
and  treafonable  confpiracies  at  home,  and  at  other 
times,  hy  the  fituation  of  our  affairs  abroad,  and 
the  precarious  flate  in  which  the  affairs  of  Europe 
happened  to  be  in  at  the  tim^e.  This,  Sir,  has 
been  our  unfortunate  cafe,  for  many  years  paft  ; 
and  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  our  cafe  for  years  to 
come  will  not  be  much  better  *,  fo  that  it  is  proba- 
ble, that  the  fame  number  of  regular  forces,  or 
perhaps  a  greater  number,  may  be  thought  necef- 
fary  to  be  continued  from  year  to  year,  and  there- 
fore, I  think,  it  is  the  bunnefs  of  Parliament  to 
put  our  army  under  fuch  regulations,  as  may  be 
thought  proper  and  neceffary  for  the  fecurity  of 
our  conftitution. 

*  It  is  certain,  Sir,  that  a  numerous  flanding  army, 
intirely  under  the  influence  of  the  crown,  or  of  any 
one  man,  has  been  what  has  over- turned  the  liber- 
ties of  moft  countries,  and  muft  always  be  dan- 
gerous to  this :,  and  though  the  Parliament  have 
hitherto  thought  fit  to  confent  to  the  keeping  up 
the  number  we  have  at  prefent,  yet  it  is  well  known 
what  fears  and  apprehenfions  that  meafure  has  cre- 
ated in  the  minds  of  the  i:>eople,  and  therefore  it 
is  become  neceffary  for  us  to  think  of  feme  regu- 
lation which  may  quiet  the  minds  of  the  people, 
by  fecuring  our  conftitution  as  much  as  poffible, 
againft  the  bad  confequences  ufually  attending  the 
keeping  up  of  a  ftanding  army  :  This,  Sir,  may 

Vol,  XI.  Cc  I  I  think. 
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I  think,  be  efFedled  in  a  great  meafure,  by  making 
cur  army  not  altogether  fo  dependent  upon  the 
crown  as  they  are  at  prefent  -,  for  the  lefs  depen- 
dent the  arni}^  is  upon  any  one  man,  the  lefs  dan- 
gerous they  muft  be  to  the  liberties  of  their  coun- 
try j  and  with  this  view  it  is  that  I  fhall  beg  leave 
to  make  a  motion,  which  will,  I  hope,  meet  with 
a  general  approbation. 

'  There  is  one  power,  Sir,  now  enjoyed  by  the 
crown,  which  muft  always  be  attended  with  the 
moft  dangerous  confequences  ^  I  mean  the  arbi- 
trary power  now  lodged  in  the  crown,  of  removing 
the  officers  of  the  army  at  pleafure  :  At  prefent 
the  crown,  or  rather  the  minifters  and  favourites 
of  the  crown,  may  remove  any  officer  of  the  army, 
without  any  reafon  or  caufe  affigned,  nay,  even 
without  fo  much  as  accufing  him  of  any  crime  or 
neglect  in  his  military  capacity  •,  and  this  power 
muft  appear  to  every  gentleman  to  be  the  more 
dangerous,  when  we  confider  how  many  gentle- 
men of  the  army  have  feats  in  this  houfe,  as  well 
as  in  the  other  houfe  of  Parliament. 
'  In  all  the  other  countries  oi Europe^  which  have 
any  pretences  to  liberty,  though  there  are  perhaps 
none  of  them  that  enjoy  fo  much  freedom  as  we 
do,  yet  there  are,  by  their  laws,  fome  wife  pro- 
vifions  made,  with  refped  to  their  armies.  In 
Holland^  no  officer  can  be  broke  but  by  the  fen- 
tence  of  a  court  martial ,  and  in  S^wedm,  during 
the  reign  of  their  laft  King,  they  were  fo  feniible 
of  the  man}''  inconveniences  and  great  danger  of 
this  abfolute  power,  which  their  King  had  over  the 
army,  that  upon  his  demife,  they  made  a  law,  that 
no  officer  fhould  thereafter  be  removed  from  his 
commiifion  in  the  army,  without  the  confent  of  the 
lenate. 

'  This  muft  fliew  what  opinion  all  our  neigh- 
bours, who  have  any  regard  for  the  liberty  of  their 
country,  have  of  this  arbitrary  power  in  the  crown  •, 

*  and. 
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^  and,  as  I  hope  there  are  no  people  upon  the  earth, 
'  who  have  a  greater  regard  to  the  liberty  of  their 
'  country  than  the  gentlemen  who  now  hear  me,  I 
'  Ihall  therefore  take  up  no  more  of  your  time  in 
^  opening  this  affair,  but  Ihall  take  the  liberty  to 

*  move,  That  leave  may  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill 
'  for  the  better  fecuring  the  conlHtution,  by  prevent- 

*  ing  the  officers,  not  above  the  rank  of  colonels  of 
'  Regiments,  of  fuch  land  forces  as  fliall  at  any  time 
'  be  allowed  by  authority  of  Parliament,  from  be- 
'  ing  deprived  of  their  commillions,  otherwife  than 
'  by  judgment  of  a  court  martial  to  be  held  for  that 
^  purpofe,  or  by  addrefs  of  either  houfe  of  Parlia- 
'  nient/ 

Sir  John  Ritfhout.  '  Sir,  the  noble  Lord  who  hassir7^^7 
been  pleafed  to  make  you  the  motion,  has  opened  fpeS ' 
it  to  the  houfe  in  fo  full  and  fo  clear  a  manner, 
and  has  made  it  appear  to  me  fo  reafonable,  that 
I  cannot  help  joining  with  his  Lordfhip  in  the  mo- 
tion. That  a  ftanding  army  is  no  part  of  our  con- 
ftitution,  will  not,  1  believe,  be  denied  by  any 
gentleman  in  this  houfe,  it  being  declared  fo  by  the 
mutin3'--bill,  which  we  have  juft  now  read  a  fecond 
time  \  but  yet  our  army  has  been  kept  up  {^o  ma- 
ny years,  and  is  likely  to  be  kept  up  for  lb  many 
years  to  come,  that  it  is  high  time  to  provide  fome 
antidote  for  that  evil,  which  every  man  fo  juftly 
apprehends. 

'  By  the  mutiny-bill.  Sir,  it  appc^ars,  that  no  com- 
anon  foldier  can  be  punilhed  or  difmilf  d,  as  guilty 
of  a  crime,  till  he  be  firfb  tried  and  found  guilty 
by  the  fentence  of  a  court  marlhal  ^  and  that  the 
officers  of  the  army  fhould  be  in  a  worfe  fit  nation, 
that  they  fhould  be  liable  to  be  removed  as  if 
guilty,  without  any  crime  fo  much  as  alledged 
againft  them,  or  any  trial  or  fentence,  appears  to 
me  fo  inconfiftent,  that  I  am  llirprifed  fome  re- 
C  c  2  '  gulation 
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gulation  in  this  particular  has  not  been  made  long 

^§^- 
'  The  noble  Lord  who  made  this  motion  took 

notice,  that  there  were,  and,  Ibeliei'e,  always  will 
be,  a  great  many  officers  of  the  army  who  have 
feats  in  Parliament  ^   there  are  now  above  forty 
who  have  feats  in  this  houfe  ^  and  though  I  have  a 
great  opinion  of  the  honour  of  all  thofe  gentlemen 
who  now  have  feats  in  Parliament,  and  do  not 
doubt  but  that  they  will  ad  with  as  much  honour 
and  integrity  as  any  other  gentlemen  in  the  houfe, 
yet  as  long  as  the}?  are  liable  to  be  turned  out  of 
their  commiffions  at  the  pleafare  of  a  minifter, 
they  may  juftl}^  fafpecl,  that  the  continuance  of 
their  commiliions  may  depend  upon  their  behavi- 
our in  this  houfe,  and  therefore  it  muft  be  grant- 
ed, that  they  are  more  liable  to  a  minifterial,  or 
a  court  dependence,  than  other  members  are  •,  for 
which  reafon  I  am  fure  that  they  cannot  difap- 
prove  of  a  proportion,  meant  chiefly  to  fet  them 
on  the  fame  independent  foot  that  other  gentlemen 
are  on,  with  refpect  to  their  behaviour  in   this 
houfe  :  I  cannot,  indeed,  apprehend,  that  a  pro- 
position in  itfelf  fo  reafonable  can  meet  with  any 
oppoiition  -,  but  if  it  fliould,  I  make  no  doubt  of 
having  the  ajliftance  of  thofe  gentlemen  of  the 
army  who  have  the  honour  to  be  members  of  this 
houfe,  in  the  fupport  of  a  propofition  deligned  for 
their  fecurity,  as  well  as  for  fecuring  the  liberties 
of  their  country  5  I  am  only  afraid  left  modefty 
ma}'-  make  fome  of  them  withdraw  :  This  I  fhall 
be  forry  for  ^  but  I  hope  none  of  them  will  ihew 
fo  much  felf-dcnial  as  to  oppofe  the  motion,  only 
becaufe  it  is  for  their  private  intereft  to  agree  to  it. 
I  fliall  not,  Sir,  upon  this  occafion,  give  the  houfe 
any  farther  trouble  *,  the  regulation  propofed  is  fo 
apparently  reafonable  and  neceflarj^-,  that  I  do  not 
*  think  it  requires  much  to  be  faid,  either  to  explain 

^  or 
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or  enforce  it  ^  and  if  any  oLjedlons  iliould  be 
'  ftarted,  I  hope  other  gentlemen  v/ill  take  care  to 
'  remove  them,  therefore  I  fhall  only  fecond  the 

*  motion/ 

Thomas  Chttterhuck,  Efq-,  member  for  Lejlard  in  ]^^ 
Cornwall.    '  Sir,  notwithftanding  what  has  been  faid 
'  by  the  noble  Lord  who  made  the  motion,  and  the 
'  honourable  gentleman  who  feconded  it,  I  cannot 

*  give  my  concurrence.     The  noble  Lord  fet  out 

*  with  faying,  that  a  ftanding  army  is  no  part  of  our 
'  conftitution  :  In  this  Til  agree  with  him  5  a  Hand- 

*  ing  army,  raifed  or  kept  up  in  time  of  peace,  with- 

*  out  confent  of  Parliament,  is  againft  law,  and  even 
'  with  or  without  the  confent  of  Parliament,  it  is 
'  certainly  no  part  of  our  collitution  ^  God  forbid 

*  it  fliould  ever  become  fo  :  But  it  is  as  certain,  that 
'  the  Parliament  may  fometimes  find  it  nccellarjr  to 
'  keep  up  a  ftanding  army  from  year  to  year,  for 
'  the  fupport  and  defence  of  our  conftitution  ^  and 
'  for  this  purpofe  it  is,  Sir,  that  the  Parliament  has 
'  of  late  years  confented  to  the  keeping  up  of  the 
^  armjr,  which  lome  gentlemen  in  this  houfe  have, 
'  indeed,  thought  to  confift  of  too  great  a  number, 
'  but  I  do  not  remember  ever  to  liave  heard  it  fo 
'  much  as  infinuated,  that  we  ought  not  to  have 
-  any  regular  forces  at  all  in  the  countr}''. 

'  The  conftitution  of  this  country  is,  Sir,  the  beft 

*  I  know  or  ever  heard  of  5  and  therefore  I  ihall 
'  always  think  that  all  that  is  incumbent  upon  us,  is 

*  to  preferve  and  hand  it  down,  as  it  now  is,  to 
'  thofe  that  ftiall  come  after  us  -,  but  if  there  were 

*  any  fault  or  flaw  in  our  conftitution,  I  am  fare 

*  the  propofition  now  made  to  us,  would  be  fo  far 

*  from  mending,  that  it  would  intirely  fap  and  uii- 
'  dermine  it.  It  has  always  been  the  undoubted 
'  prerogative  of  the  crown,  to  make  and  remove  the 
J  officers  of  the  army  at  pleafure  s,  this  is  a  pare  of 

C  c   B  '  our 
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cur  conflitution,  and  to  invade  the  prerogative, 
or  wantonly  to  rob  the  crown  of  any  part  of  it, 
is  certainly  aninvafion  of  our  conftitution,  which 
people  ought  to  be  extremely  cautious  of  ^  for  if 
we  once  begin  to  make  alterations  or  innovations 
in  our  conftitution,  it  is  not  eafy  to  tell,  where 
it  will  end,  or  how  far  we  may  go  :  If  we  once 
begin,  we  may  be  carried  fuch  lengths,  as  may 
intirely  fubvert  that  conftitution  which  has  ren- 
dered this  nation  fo  rich  and  fo  powerful,  and 
which  makes  us  at  prefent  the  happieft  people 
upon  earth. 

'  While  the  army  continues,  Sir,  in  its  prefent 
condition,  while  the  officers  depend  upon  the 
King  for  their  commilFions,  and  the  whole  army 
depends  upon  Parliament  for  its  continuance  and 
pay,  it  is  certain  that  our  conftitution  cannot  be 
fubverted  b}''  means  of  our  army,  nor  can  we  be  in 
any  danger  from  any  number  of  regular  forces  fo 
kept  up  ^  but  if  this  propofition  fhould  take  place, 
it  would  make  the  army  really  dangerous  to  our 
conftitution  ^  the  army  would  then  become  inde- 
pendent both  of  King  and  Parliament,  and  might 
foon  make  themfelves  mafters  of  both.  There 
are  many  crimes.  Sir,  an  officer  may  be  guilty  of, 
which  m.ight  give  good  and  fufficient  reafon  to  his 
Ma jefty  to  remove  him,  and  yetthofe  crimes  may 
be  fuch  as  cannot  properly  be  tried  by  a  court 
martial  ^  for  example,  difaffedtion  :  His  Ma  jefty 
and  all  mankind  may  be  fully  convinced  and  fa- 
tisiied  of  the  difaffedtion  of  an  officer,  tho'  it  be 
impoilible  to  prove  that  difaffection  to  the  fatif- 
fadtion  of  a  court  martial  •,  and  3^et  the  difaffec- 
tion  may  be  fo  flagrant,  and  fo  ready  to  break 
forth  in  fome  treafonable  adt,  that  the  fafety  of 
the  government,  the  very  being  of  our  confti- 
tution, may  depend  upon  the  immediate  remo- 
val of  that  officer  •,  and  as  this  propofition, 
Ihould  it  pafs  into  a  law,  would  make  fuch  offi- 

^  cers 
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cers  the  more  bold  and  enterprifing,  the  confe- 
quenccs  of  their  difaffedion,  which  could  not  then 
be  immediately  prevented,  would  be  the  more  to 
be  dreaded. 

'  The  noble  Lord  mentioned  to  us  the  cafe  of 
fome  of  our  neighbouring  countries,  but  I  muffc 
think,  that  when  we  fee  other  people  more  ha^^py 
or  more  free  than  we  are  ourfelves,  it  is  then  time 
enough  for  us  to  fly  to  other  countries  to  feek  ex- 
amples for  our  imitation  :  As  to  the  cafe  o{  Hol- 
land^ I  cannot  fay  I  have  lately  confidered  their 
conftitution,  and  therefore  I  fpeak  with  uncertain- 
ty, but  I  believe  that,  as  to  their  army,  their  Stadt- 
holder  has  the  fame  power  that  our  King  has  5  he 
may,  I  believe,  remove  the  officers  of  the  army 
at  pleafure  \  and  for  us  to  take  from  his  Majefty 
that  power  which  all  his  royal  predecefTors  have 
enjoyed,  which  even  the  States  of  Holland  have 
trufted  their  fupreme  magiftrate  with,  would  in 
my  opinion,  appear  very  ftrange,  efpecially  fince 
it  muft  be  granted,  that  his  Majefty  has  never  once 
made  an  ill  ufe  of  that  power,  or  done  any  thing 
to  deferve  its  being  taken  from  him.  In  fhort. 
Sir,  the  propofition  now  before  us  I  take  to  be  a 
moft  dangerous  innovation,  if  not  a  thorough  al- 
teration of  our  conftitution,  and  therefore  1  can- 
not confent  to  it." 

Samuel  Sand-js^  Efq^     '  I  am.  very  much  far pri- Mr.^^^«^>^'s 
^  fed,  Sir,  to  hear  the  honourable  gentleman  who  ^''^  * 

*  fpoke  laft  fay,  that  this  propofition  would  fap  and 
^  undermine  our  conftitution  ♦,  for  if  a  ftanding  ar- 
^  my  be  no  part  of  our  conftitution,  as  he  himfelf 
^  was  pleafed  to  admit,  how  can  it  be  poifible  that 
^  any  regulation,  with  refped  to  our  army,  can  fap 

*  and  undermine,  or  indeed  have  any  thing  to  do 

*  with  our  conftitution?  It  is  certain,  that  our  army 

*  is  not,  as  yet,  any  part  of  our  conftitution  5  but 
^  if  a  ftanding  army  be  continued,  for  any  time  to 

C  c  4  ^  Gomey 
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come,  upon  the  fame  footing  it  is  at  prefent,  fome 
future  ambitious  King,  or  criminal  prime-mini- 
fter,  may  model  and  manage  it  fo  as  to  make  it 
not  only  a  part,  but,  under  them,  the  whole  of 
our  conftitution  *,  the  officers  of  the  army  and 
other  dependers  upon  the  crown,  may  at  laft  be- 
come fo  numerous  in  both  houfes  of  Parliament, 
that  they  may  come  to  be  almoft  the  only  perfons 
to  meet  here,  in  order  to  make  laws  and  impofe 
taxes,  and  then  to  fend  their  orders  to  their  infe- 
rior officers  and  fubftitutes,  to  execute  thofe  laws, 
and  levy  thofe  taxes  ^  and  all  this  under  the  di- 
redtion  of  an  ambitious  prince,  or  a  wicked  mini- 
fter,  who  may  make  a  blind  fubmiffion  to  the 
moft  arbitrary  commands,  the  only  tenure  by 
which  they  are  to  hold  their  commillions,  or  even 
their  feats  in  Parliament,  and  in  fuch  cafe  I  would 
gladly  know,  where  we  could  find  the  liberties  and 
privileges  of  the  people  of  England^  or  any  other 
conftitution,  but  that  of  our  King,  his  minifters, 
and  his  army. 

*  The  prerogative  of  the  crown,  this  power,  which 
our  Kings  are  faid  always  to  have  enjoyed,  and 
which  gentlemen  are  fo  much  afraid  of  the  crown's 
being  robbed  of,  is  but  a  very  new  prerogative  ^ 
for  a  ftanding  arm.y  is  fo  far  from  being  a  part  of 
our  conftitution,  that  till  of  late  years  there  never 
was  any  fach  thing  known  in  this  nation  :  Till  the 
revolution  we  never  had  any  fuch  thing  as  a  regu^ 
lar  ftanding  army  ^  the  army  that  was  raifed  at 
that  time,  was  raifed  to  defend  our  liberties  and 
properties,  and  to  aifift  a  Prince  who  came  to 
refcue  us  from  flavery  ^  as  foon  as  the  danger  was 
over,  it  was  always  underftood,  that  the  army  was 
to  be  dift)anded,  but  xho,  two  heavy  wars  we  were 
fuccefTivel3r  engaged  in,  made  it  neceifary  to  keep 
up  a  ftanding  army,  during  the  reigns  of  that 
prince  and  his  fucceffor  •,  and  ever  fince  that  time 
there  have  always  been,  I  do  not  know  how, 

*  fome 
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fome  pretences  found  to  keep  up  a  numerous  ar- 
my,  even  in  times  of  the  moft  profound  peace,  fo 
that  we  feem  now  to  be  fo  firmly  faddled  with  it, 
that  I  am  afraid  few  gentlemen  in  this  houfe  will 
live  to  fee  our  prefent  army,  or  any  part  of  them, 
reduced.  Before  the  revolution,  thofe  armies,  by 
which  we  always^  fo  bravely  defended  ourfclves, 
thofe  armies,  which  made  us  a  terror  to  our  ene- 
mies were  armies  raifed  from  am^ong  the  people, 
upon  the  approach  of  danger,  and  as  foon  as  that 
danger  was  over,  as  foon  as  peace  returned,  the 
army  was  difmiffed,  and  the  foldiers  returned  to 
their  ufual  labour  and  induftry  •  in  thofe  daj^s,  it 
is  well  known,  that  our  military  force  did  not  in- 
tirely  depend  upon  our  Kings  •,  the  King  indeed, 
had  the  chief  command,  but  moft  of  the  other 
commanders  were  fuch  as  were  chofen  by  their  re- 
fpedive  counties,  or  fuch  as  held  their  commands 
by  their  tenures,  and  could  not  be  removed  from 
that  command,  without  being  legally  found  guilty 
of  a  crime,  no  more  than  they  could  have  been 
removed  from  their  freeholds  :  Therefore,  when 
gentlemen  talk  of  the  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
which  they  fay  is  to  be  invaded  by  this  pro- 
pofition,  they  muft  be  underftood  to  mean,  only 
that  prerogative,  which  has  grown  up  fince  the 
revolution. 

'  It  is  certain,  Sir,  that  the  prerogative  of  the 
crown  has  always  been  a  very  growing  part  of 
our  conftitution,  and  for  this  realbn  our  anceftors 
have  often  been  obliged  to  clip  and  pair  it,  other- 
wife  all  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  people 
would  long  ago  have  been  fwallowed  up  by  the 
prerogative  ^^  and  I  believe  it  will  be  granted,  that 
the  prerogative,  even  within  thefe  laft  thirty  or 
forty  years,  has  grown  pretty  confiderably  ^  I 
believe  every  gentleman  will  admit,  that  the  power 
of  the  crown  is  now  infinitely  greater  than  it  was 

'  for 
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for  fome  years  after  the  revolution  ^  and  I  wifh 
that  thefe  gentlemen,  who  now  feem  fo  tender  of 
invading  what  they  call  the  prerogative,  would, 
upon  other  occafions,  appear  as  tender  of  invading 
the  liberties  of  the  people  ^  this.  Sir,  is  what 
ought  to  be  the  principal  care  of  every  member 
of  this  houfe  ^  the  crown  Hands  in  no  need  of 
any  advocates  here,  becaufe,  by  our  conftitution, 
the  crown  may  put  a  flop  to  any  incroachment 
upon  the  prerogative,  when  the  incroachment  is 
fuch  as  may  not  be  thought  neceifary  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  liberties  of  the  people. 
'  The  gentleman  talked.  Sir,  of  innovations  and 
alterations  in  our  conftitution,  as  of  fomething  new 
and  terrible  ^  I  do  not  know  what  the  gentleman 
may  mean  b}^  innovations  and  alterations,  but  I 
am  lure  our  conftitution  has  feafonably  met  with 
many  amendments  :  Do  not  we  know,  that  for- 
merly the  crown  not  only  named,  but  could  re- 
move the  judges,  at  pleafure  ^  and  this  arbitrary 
pocver  of  removing,  with  refpect  to  the  judges, 
was  formerly  a  part  of  the  prerogative  5  but  as 
great  inconveniences  were  felt  from  the  ufe  that 
had  been  made  of  this  power,  it  was  taken  from 
the  crown,  and  the  judges,  when  once  named  by 
the  crown,  were  by  law  made  judges  for  life  ^ 
this  law,  when  firft  made,  was  certainly  intended 
to  make  them  judges  for  their  own  lives  ^  but  even 
this  part  of  the  prerogative  has  begun  again  to 
grow  ^  and  thofe  very  gentlemen,  the  judges  them- 
felves,  have  been  prevailed  on,  to  find  out  I  do 
not  know  what  quirks  and  evafions,  whereby  they 
feem  now  to  have  fixed  their  right  for  the  life  of 
another  perfon  only  ^  however,  even  as  it  ftands 
now,  it  muft  be  granted,  that  the  prerogative  of 
the  crown  has  thereby  been  diminifhed,  and  whe-- 
ther  this  was  to  be  called  an  invafion,  an  innova- 
tion, or  an  alteration,  I  do  not  know,  but  I  am 
vQxj  fare,  it  was  a  very  neceflkry  amendment^ 

^  which 


A.  1734.       DEBATES.  595 

which  has  produced  no  inconvenience,  nor  any 
way  injured  our  conflitution  -,  and  why  doing 
the  fame  thing,  with  rcfped  to  the  officers  of  the 
army,  fhould  give  fuch  a  terrible  alarm  to  fome 
gentlemen,  as  if  our  conflitution  was  thereby  to 
be  fapped  and  undermined,  I  cannot  compre- 
hend. 

'  I  will  agree  with  the  honourable  gentleman  in 
this,  Sir,  that  our  conflitution,  to  take  it  in  the 
general,  is  as  good,  if  not  better  than  that  of  any 
of  our  neighbouring  countries,  yet  in  fome  parti- 
culars fomie  of  them  may  have  the  advantage  of  us, 
and  in  thefe  we  ought  not  to  be  afliamed  to  take 
example  from  them,  and  from  thence  endeavour 
to  improve  and  rectify  our  own  ^  for  political 
conftitutions,  even  of  the  befl  fort,  are  like  the 
conftitutions  of  human  bodies,  they  are  apt  to 
languifli  and  decay,  and  often  ftand  in  need  of 
refloratives  ^  even  our  own  conflitution,  good 
as  it  is,  wants  every  now  and  then  to  be  po- 
liflied  and  reflored  to  its  primitive  luftre,  and 
particularly  that  growing  part,  the  prerogative, 
ought  fometimes  to  have  its  cumberfbme  branches 
lopped  off,  otherwife  it  may  become  too  heavy 
for  the  principal  flock  :  This  is  what  our  an- 
ceftors  have  often  done,  and  this  is  what,  I  think. 
Sir,  we  may,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  do,  witliout  the 
leaft  danger. 

'  The  honourable  gentleman  took  notice  of  the 
trials  b}''  court  martials,  and  faid,  that  there  were 
many  things  an  officer  might  be  guiltjr  of  for 
which  he  ought  to  be  removed,  and  which,  ne- 
verthelefs,  could  not  be  properly  tried,  or,  at  leaft, 
not  fully  proved  before  a  court  martial,  and  he 
mentioned  particularly  the  cafe  of  difaffection  :  I 
cannot  grant.  Sir,  that  this  is  a  cafe  which  can 
often  happen,  but  allowing  that  it  might,  it  is  fully 
provided  againfl  by  the  motion  which  the  noble 
Lord  hath  been  pleafed  to  make  :   Does  not  the 

'  Par. 
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Parliament  fit  every  year  ?  And,  in  cafe  of  an 
officer's  being  notorioull}^  difaffeded,  is  it  to  be 
doubted,  but  that  the  Parliament  would  ad- 
drefs  his  Majefty  to  remove  fuch  an  officer  from 
all  command  in  the  army  ?  And  there  could  be 
no  danger  from  the  delay,  becaufe  his  Majefty 
could,  in  the  mean  time,  fufpend  him,  or  even 
lay  him  under  an  arreft,  if  it  fhould  be  thought 
necelTary. 

Colonel  Bladen,    '  I  can  by  no  means,  Sir,  give 
my  affent  to  the  propofition  now  before  us,  as  it 
tends  to  the  taking  from  the  crown  a  prerogative 
which,  not  only  by  our  conftitution,  belongs  to 
the  crown,  but  has,b3^  exprefs  ads  of  Parliament 
been  declared  to  be  folel)^  in  the  crown  ^   for  a 
proof  of  which,  I  (hall  only  defire  the  two  militia-^ 
acts  palTed  in  the    13th    and    14th  3rears  of  the 
reign  of  King  C harks  the  fecond,    to  be  read  ; ' 
'1  heie  ads  being  read,  he  proceeded  as  follows.) 
Whatever  gentlemen  may  lay,  Sir,  about  our  an- 
cient conftitution,  it  appears,  by  thefe  ads,  that 
the  fenfe  of  Parliament  then  was,  that  the  fupreme 
government  of  the  militia,  and  of  all  forces  by 
fea  and  land  then  was,  and  ever  was  the  King's 
undoubted  right  •,   and  that  the  King  might,  at 
pleafure,  commillionate  or  difplace  the  officers  of 
the  militia  ^  and  therefore  I  muft  think,  that  if 
ever  our  military  force  was  under  any  other  regu- 
lation, it  was  either  a  regulation  which  was  not  ac- 
cording to  our  conftitution,  or  it  was  a  regulation 
which  was  found  to  be  fo  inconvenient,  that  it  was 
very  foon  altered  :  Gentlemen  may,  indeed,  fay, 
that  thefe  ads  concern  only  the  militia,  and  have 
no  relation  to  our  ftanding  army  •,  but  as  our  mi- 
litia was  found  to  be  of  little  or  no  ufe,  after  our 
neighbours  began  all  to  keep  up  regular  ftanding 
armies,  therefore  we  were  obliged  to  fubftitute,  in 
2  '  the 
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*  the  place  of  our  militia,  a  regular  ftanding  armr, 
'  and,  confequently,  the  fame  power  over  that  ftand- 
'  ing  army,  and  the  officers  of  that  arm}^,  mnft  be 
'  fuppofed  to  be  veiled,  by  thefe  ads,  in  the  King, 

*  as  he  is  thereby  declared  to  have  had  over  the 

*  militia,  and  the  officers  of  the  militia  ^  and  now 
'  to  attempt  to  take  awa}?-  that  prerogative,  when 

*  I  am  fure  it  cannot  be  faid,  that  any  wrong  ufe 

*  has  lately  been  made  of  it,  appears  to  me  very 

*  extraordinary. 

'  I  have  heard,  Sir,  that  fome  gentlemen  are  fo 
'  much  out  of  humour  witli  our  prefent  govern- 
'  ment,  and  fo  tired  of  our  prefent  happy  efta- 
'  liffiment,  that  they  would  do  almoft  any  thing 
'  to  get  rid  of  it  ♦,  they  would,  for  that  end,  even 

*  agree  to  the  making  a  thorough  change  in  our 
'  conftitution,  by  forming  it  into  a  commonwealth  : 
'  I  could  never,  indeed,  believe,  that  there  was  any 
'  truth  in  thefe  reports  •,  I  could  not  believe,  that 
'  there  could  be  fuch  a  madman  in  this  nation  : 

*  But  fliould  this  motion  take  place,  if  I  could  fo 
*'  much  as  believe  that  gentlemen  were  realljr  ferious 

*  in  the  motion  they  have  made,  I  would  no  longer 

*  look  upon  fuch  reports  as  chimerical  ^  for  I 
'  never  heard  of  any  motion  made  in  Parliament, 

*  which  tended  fo  diredly  towards  eftabjifhing  a 

*  commonwealth,  as  the  prefent  does,  except  fome 

*  of  thofe  famous  motions  which  were  made  in  the 
'  years  forty  and  forty-one  ,  and  I  am  perfuaded,  if 
'  this  motion  fhould  take  place,  it  would  produce 

*  the  fame  confequences. 

'  What !  to  create  an  army  for  life,  an  army  in- 

*  dependent  of  the  King,  fure  gentlemen  are  not  in 

*  earneft,  or  they  mufl:  have  forgot  the  confufions, 
'  and  the  fatal  eftedts  which  were  formerly  produ- 

*  ced  in  this  nation  b}'-  fuch  an  army.     I  thank  God, 

*  Sir,  1  am  none  of  thofe  who  are  tired  of  our  pre- 

*  fent  happy  eftabliffiment :  I  think  we  enjoy  our 
[  liberties  in  their  full  extent,  and  I  Ihall  never  give 

'  my 
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my  confent  to  a  propofition,  which  would  put  it 
out  of  the  King's  power  to  remove  any,  even  of 
thofe  officers  who  are  appointed  to  guard  his  royal 
perfon,  without  the  confent  of  the  other  officers  : 
It  would  be  found  to  be  a  difricult  matter  to  pre- 
vail with  a  court  martial  to  punifh  or  break  an 
officer,  perhaps,  for  a  crime  which  every  one  of 
that  court  martial  was  himfelf  guilty  of  If  the 
gentlemen  of  the  army  ihould  once  be  made  to 
depend  only  upon  one  another,  they  would  foon  be 
fenfible  of  their  own  power,  and  we  do  not  know 
what  ufe  they  might  be  tempted  to  make  of  it. 
In  fnort.  Sir,  the  propofition,  in  my  opinion,  tends 
to  nothing  but  confulion,  and  therefore  I  am  hear- 
tily again  ft  it. 

Sir  Tbomas  Rohhifon.  '  Sir,  I  cannot  help  ex- 
preihng  my  furprife  at  a  propofition  of  this  nature  ^ 
for  though  it  has  been  talked  of  without-doors;,  for 
fome  time  paft,  yet  I  never  could,  'till  yefterday, 
believe,  that  it  would  adfually  have  been  introdu- 
ced here  •,  becaufe  it  appears  to  me  to  be  founded 
on  a  fuppofition,  that  the  fame  number  of  forces 
we  now  maintain,  is  for  ever  to  be  intailed  on 
our  pofterity. 

'  Had  a  propofition  of  this  nature  come  hither 
from  another  quarter,  founded  upon  the  perpetuity 
of  the  army,  it  would  have  been  thought  highly 
unreafonable  ^  and  if  a  regulation,  thus  founded, 
fhould  pafs  this  houfe,  it  may  be  made  ufe  of  here- 
after, as  an  argument  to  continue  the  army  when 
there  is  no  longer  any  reafon  for  it,  and  may  be 
employed  as  a  means  to  interweave  the  civil  with 
the  military  power,  and  to  make  a  military  efta- 
bliihment  a  part  of  our  conftitution. 
'  As  this  queftion  has  been  ftated,  the  power  of 
the  King,  and  the  liberties  of  the  people,  feem  to 
interfere,  and  therefore  'twill  be  verjr  difficult  to 
fpeak  in  favour  of  the  one,  without  being  liable  to 

'  be 
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be  rcprefented  as  having  a  defign  to  deprefs  the 
other  ^  but  as  the  excellency  of  our  conllitution 
confifts  in  preferving  a  juft  temperament  between 
the  King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  and  the  right 
ballancing  the  power  allotted  to  each,  we  ought 
not  to  attempt  to  diminifh  the  power  of  either  of 
thefe  three,  in  any  inftance,  unlefs  by  the  exercile 
of  power  in  that  particular  cafe  it  be  found,  that 
that  branch  of  our  legiflature  is  arm.ed  with  a 
ftrength  difproportionable  to  the  other  two  •,  and 
therefore,  before  we  concur  in  taking  away  from 
the  crown  the  prerogative  of  difplaciiig  officers,  it 
ought  firfi:  to  be  very  clearly  demonltrated,  that 
the  influence  the  King  has  at  prefent  over  the 
army,  is  greater  than  is  neceflary  for  the  fecurity 
of  his  perfon  and  government,  or  greater  than  is 
confiftent  with  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and 
this,  Sir,  I  take  to  be  the  very  point  in  quejftion. 
'  The  very  point  now  in  debate  feems  to  be, 
whether  the  lopping  off  fo  great  a  branch  of  pre- 
rogative from  the  crown,  and  transferring  it  to  the 
army,  will  not  difarm  the  crown  of  a  power  ne- 
celTary  to  keep  the  army  firm  and  fteady  to  our 
prefent  eftablilhment  ^  and  whether  by  trufting  it 
in  the  hands  of  the  foldiers,  we  may  not  throw  a 
greater  degree  of  independent  ftrength  into  the  ar- 
my itfelf,  than  it  ought  to  have,  a  much  greater 
than  has  hitherto  been  thought  either  Ht  or  prudent 
to  entruft  it  with, 

'  Upon  this  occafion,  I  cannot  help  reminding 
gentlemen,  what  fatal  confequences  attended  that 
law  made  in  the  year  1641,  whereby  it  was  put 
out  of  the  power  of  the  King  to  diffolve  or  prorogue 
the  Parliament  without  their  own  confent  ^  if  break- 
ing the  balance  of  any  of  the  three  powers  in  the 
legiflature,if  the  two  houfes  of  Parliament  alTuming 
to  themfelves  anindependenc}^'  not  lawfully  inveft- 
ed  in  them  by  our  conflitution,  was  attended  with 
*  fo  many  evils,  what  may  we  not  dread,  fhould  we 
2  '  fee 
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fee  the  officers  of  an  army  not  removable,  but 
by  their  own  confent  ?  The  hiftory  of  the  laft  cen- 
tury fully  ihews  us,  what  various  fcenes  of  confu- 
iion  fucceeded  the  fatal  ftatute  I  have  juft  men- 
tioned, and  ever}?'  one's  thoughts  may  fuggeft  to 
him,,  what  muft  be  the  natural  confequence  of  this, 
ihould  it  fucceed. 

*  If  gentlemen  will  only  recolledl  a  little  the  Ro^ 
man  hiftory,  the}^  will  find,  that  whenever  mili- 
tary governments  of  provinces  were  given  for  life, 
or  for  a  certain  term  of  years  only,  or  even  when 
the  army  got  the  privilege  of  choofing  their  own 
officers,  the  fovereign  power  came  foon  after  to  be 
lodged  in  the  army  itfelf,  and  proved  fatal  to  thofe 
very  perfons  who  had  acquiefced  under  thefe  ill- 
judged  conceilions  ^  and  I  am  afraid,  if  a  power 
fhould  be  given  our  arm}?-,  that  no  officer  fhall  be 
put  out,  but  by  the  judgment  and  confent  of  the 
other  officers,  the  next  natural  ftep  for  them  to 
take,  will  be,  that  none  Ihall  be  put  in  or  preferred, 
who  have  not  their  recommendation-,  for  armies  are 
of  fuch  a  nature,  that  they  either  muft  obey,  or 
will  foon  command.    Numberlefs  examples  might 
be  produced  in  fupport  of  what  I  have  faid,  both 
from  ancient  and  modern  hiftory.     But  I  ftiall  not 
now  enumerate  particulars,  with  which  many  o- 
ther  gentlemen  maay  be  better  acquainted  than  I  am. 
'  And  that  this  has  been  the  received  opinion  of 
our  anceftors,  iince  m.onarchy  was  known  in  this 
ifland,  becomes  evident  by  refledling,  that  in  all 
the  ftruggles  they  had  with  the  crown  for  liberty  5 
na}^  even  at  the  time  of  the  late  revolution,  when 
every  thing  was  thought  of  by  the  patriots  of  thofe 
days,  for  leffening  the  royal  prerogative,  fo  far  as 
■  was  judged  neceffary  for,  or  confiftent  with  the 
'  prefervation  of  our  conftitution,  I  do  not  remem- 
^  ber  to  have  read  or  heard,  that  there  was  ever  a 
'  mention  made  of  any  projeft  of  this  nature  •,  and 
^  it  is  moft  certain,  that  if  fuch  a  projedl  had  been 

'  in 


A.  I734,        DEBATES.  401 

^  in  force  50  years  ago,  our  bufinefs  in  this  houfe 
'  would  now  have  been  rather  to  have  regiiiered  the 
'  edidts  prefcribed  to  us  by  the  army,  than  to. have 
\  debated  any  thing  that  might  afFed  a  body  of  men 
'  made  fo  formidable  by  their  independency. 
^  '  I  would  aik  the  gentlemen,  who  are  for  tliis 
'  popofition,  one  plain  queftion,  Whether  it  be  not 

*  abfolutely  neceffary,  that  either  the  militarypower 
^  mufl  be  dependent  on  the  civil  power,  or  the  civil 
'  upon  the  military  ?  If  from  the  nature  of  things 
^  one  beneceffary,  the  option  cannot  be  difficult  to 
'  make.  Surely,  gentlemen  upon  this  occafion.  do 
*"  not  recoiled  the  fate  of  their  predecefTors  in  the 

*  middle  of  the  lafl:  century,  when  the  Parliament, 

*  by  granting  fuch  conceifions  to  the  armjs  made 
'  the  army  foon  hold  them  in  contempt,  who  had 

*  thus  made  the  military  power  independent  of  the 

*  civil  magiftrate  :  I  fay,  I  muft  take  it  for  granted, 
'  that  this  part  of  our  hiftory  is  intirely  forgot,  when 

*  I  fee  a  queftion  moved  in  this  honfe,  tending  to 
'  give  the  army  that  independency  of  the  ftate,  which 
^  has  formerly  made,  and  in  procefs  of  time,  mufl: 
^  again  make  Parliaments  ufelefs  ^  for  I  look  upon 

*  mankind  in  general,  as  pretty  near  upon  a  level 
'  in  all  ages,  very  ftrong  temptations  will  too  often 
'  get  the  better  of  the  very  beft  intentions,  and  like 

*  caufes  will  always  produce  like  effeds. 

'  In  my  opinion,  Sir,  the  great  danger  to  be  guard- 
^  ed  againft  in  all  armies  is,  any  ftep  that  tends  to 

*  raife  them  to  a  ftate  of  independency,  and  there- 

*  fore  by  the  wifdom  of  the  legifJature,  our  army  is 

*  fo  wifely  conftituted,  as  not  only  to  be  dependent 
'  on  the  annual  votes  of  this  houfe,  for  its  fubfiftence 

*  and  continuance,  but  alfo  as  to  the  number  it  fhall 
'  confift  of  ^  then  as  to  the  nomination  of  the  offi- 
^  cers,  it  has  always  been  lodged  in  the  crown,  as  it 

*  is  highly  proper  it  fhould  ^  they  have  always  been 

*  left  dependent  on  the  King,  whofe  perfon  they  are 
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obliged  to  defend,  whofe  government  they  are  in- 
tended to  fupport. 

'  Thus  is  our  army  neceflarily  dependent  in  a 
double  capacity,  the  whole  is  dependent  on  this 
houfe  for  its  very  exiflence,  which  may  be  put  an 
end  to,  whenever  any  danger  comes  to  be  appre- 
hended from  it  •,  but  the  officers,  while  the  army 
exifts,  are  to  depend  on  the  King  for  their  com- 
niilFions,  otherwife  how  could  he  depend  on  their 
fidelity  or  behaviour,  fhould  they  be  called  forth 
to  adtion  ^  for  an  officer  may  be  guilty  of  feveral 
crimes  which  cannot  be  properly  laid  before  a 
court  martial,  particularly  difaffedion,  of  which, 
tho'  there  be  proof  fufficient  to  make  it  indifpu- 
table,  yet  the  proof  may  be  of  fuch  a  nature,  as 
not  to  be  proper  to  be  laid  before  a  court  martial, 
or  perhaps  cannot  be  laid  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to 
make  it  have  its  juft  weight  with  officers  fitting 
in  judgment  on  one  of  their  own  fraternity. 
'  Tho',  therefore,  in  this  refped,  our  army,  as  it 
receives  its  annual  fupport  and  exiftence  from  the 
Parliament,  may  be  called  a  ftate  army  (a  deno- 
mination an  honourable  gentleman  has  much  in- 
filled on)  yet,  I  think,  the  conclufions  he  has 
drawn  from  thence  are  very  ill  grounded  ^  for  a 
ftate  army,  as  fuch,  does  not  in  the  leaft  imply  a 
neceifity  of  the  officers  holding  their  employments 
for  life  ^  on  the  contrary,  it  feems  neceflary  in  all 
armies,  they  Ihould  be  fubordinate  to  fome  other 
power,  that  they  may  not  defeat  the  purpofe  for 
which  they  are  maintained  j  for  if  they  Ihould  be 
thus  made  dependent  only  on  themfelves,  and  in- 
dependent of  the  three  other  powers  of  the  legifla- 
ture,  it  will,  in  my  opinion,  be  laying  the  foun- 
dation of  a  fourth  power,  a  military  one,  which 
may,  in  procefs  of  time^  render  ufelefs  the  other 
three. 


This 
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*  This  leads  me  to  confider,  in  whom  the  advo- 
cates for  this  queftion  propofe  to  lodge  this  power, 
this  important  branch  of  the  prerogative,  which  is 
to  be  lopped  oif  from  the  crown,  if  this  military 
fcheme  fiicceeds ;  As  the  prerogative  of  the  crown 
is  to  be  diminifhed,  one  would  naturally  imagine 
the  power  of  the  people  was  intended  to  be  in- 
creafed  5  but  this,  Sir,  is  not  to  be  the  cafe,  it  is 
to  be  transferred  from  the  crown,  not  to  the  people, 
but  to  the  army,  and  lodged  folely  with  the  officers 
themfelves,  who  from  that  moment,  will  be  inde- 
pendent of  the  crown,  and  in  time  perhaps  of  all 
other  authority  ^  for  one  of  the  great  reftraints 
upon  the  army,  is  this  ver}^  prerogative,  which  the 
King  has  of  difplacing  officers,  who  may  be  fuf- 
peded  of  bad  intentions  ;  Give  this  privilege  to  the 
officers  themfelves  only,  and  what  fecunt}''  ihall 
we  then  have  for  their  future  behaviour  :  In  fhort, 
we  Ihall  then  have  raifed  a  power,  in  fupport  of 
the  prefent  eftablilhment,  without  having  provided 
a  fecurity  againft  its  attempting  to  overturn  that 
very  eftablilhment  ^  for  thus,  by  removing  this  ne- 
ceiTary  check  upon  the  army,  a  diftant  time  may 
come,  when  the  nation,  with  reafon,  may  be  jea- 
lous of  an  army,  in  whofe  hands  we  fliall  have  put: 
a  power,  fufficient  to  enable  them  to  get  the  better 
both  of  King  and  Parliament,  and  to  fet  up  a  new 
conftitutionoftheirown^  whereas,  while  the  army 
continues  in  the  ftate  it  is  at  prefent,  there  is  lit- 
tie  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  it,  even  fhould 
it  have  the  rafhnefs  to  attempt  any  thing  againft 
either. 

'  It  has  been  urged  by  an  honourable  gentleman 
under  the  gallery,  that,  as  the  judges  hold  their 
employments  for  life,  we  ought  to  convey  the  fame 
privileges  to  the  officers  of  the  arm^y  :  In  my  opi- 
nion, this  is  reafoning  upon  a  very  wrong  founda- 
tion, for,  I  think,  no  juft  parallel  can  be  drawn 
betwixt  civil  and  military  officers  in  general,  but 
P  d  2  I  certainly 
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certainly  there  is  the  wideft  difrerence  between 
thole  who  act  in  a  judicial,  and  thofe  who  act  in  a 
military  capacity  •,  for  the  fame  ftate  of  indepen- 
derxe,  necelfary  to  leave  the  judge  unbiafTed  in 
pronouncing  judgment,  would  tend  to  difengage 
the  foldier  fiom  that  intereft,  to  which  he  ought 
folely,  and  in  contradiftindtion  to  all  others,  to 
be  thoroughly  attached  :  A  judge  Ihould  be  left 
free  and  unbiafled,  that  he  may  fpeak  what  the 
law  fpeaks,  and  diffcribute  juftice  impartially  to 
all  parties  ^  but  the  very  nature  of  the  army  re- 
quires the  ilridell:  fubordination  in  the  officers, 
without  which  there  can  be  no  difcipline  ^  the  fol- 
dier mufl  be  dependent,  and  mull:  act  in  fubjectioa 
to  the  lawful  com.raands  of  thofe,  by  whom  he  is 
maintained  ^  nor  can  any  qualification  make  a- 
m-cnds  for  his  failure  in  this  particular. 
'  There  is  bel'ides  a  particular  circumftance,  which 
m.akes  it  impolfible  to  draw  any  juft  parallel  be- 
tween the  judges  and  the  officers  of  the  army  5 
tlie  judges  not  only  determine  between  fubjedt  and 
fubject,  but  they  are  like  wife  to  determine  be- 
tween the  crown  and  the  people  5  if  any  queftion 
arifes  between  the  King  and  a  fubject,  they  are  to 

•  determine  the  point  in  difpute,  and  therefore  it  is 
'  neceflary,  that  they  fhould  be  made  as  indepen- 

■  dent  as  poffible  upon  either  of  the  parties  ^  but  no 

■  fuch  power  was  ever  yet  lodged  in  the  officers  of 

■  the  army,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  never  will  5   for 

■  tho'  I  have  fo  great  an  opinion  of  the  gentlemen 
'  who  are  at  prefent  in  the  fervice,  that  I  think 
^  any  power  may  be  fafely  lodged  in  their  hands, 
^  yet,  I  believe,  they  neither  defire  fuch  a  power, 
'  nor  would  they  confent  to  the  giving  of  any  fuch 
'  to  their  fucceilors. 

'  But,  Sir,  the  proposition  now  made  to  us  would 
'  render  the  officers  of  the  army  ftill  more  indepen- 

■  dent,  both  upon  our  King  and  government,  than 

•  the  judges  are  at  prefent :  If  a  judge  be  guilty  of 

!  any 
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any  crime,  or  of  any  negledl  of- duty  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  office,  he  is  not  to  be  tried'  by  the 
other  judges  only,  he  is  to  be  tried  by  a  jmy,  he  is  ■ 
to  have  an  open  and  a  fair  trial  in  PFcfftminrt^r-hall^ 
as  the  reft  of  his  fellow  fubjcds  have  *,  and  if  it 
were  other  wife,  if  a  judge  for  any  inifl)ehaviour, 
were  to  be  tried  in  a  private  way  by  Ins  brother 
judges  only,  I  fhould  think  both  our  lives,  liber- 
ties and  properties,  in  greater  danger  from  them, 
under  fuch  a  regulation,  than  if  they  were  ftill  de- 
pendent on  the  crown  for  the  continuance  of  their 
commiffions  •,  and  it  muft  be  granted,  that  this 
laft  would  be  the  cafe  of  the  officers  of  tJie  army, 
if  thispropofition  fhould  take  place  \  for  they  could 
be  tried  by  none,  they  could  be  punifhed  by  none 
but  themfelves,andconfequently,the3^would  have 
no  dependence  but  upon  one  another  ^  and  without 
any  derogation  to  the  characters  of  thofe  who  are 
now  fo  worthily  at  the  head  of  the  law,  or  to  thofe 
who  command  in  the  army,  I  believe  every  per- 
fon  will  allow,  that  the  fear  of  puniiliment,  and 
the  hopes  of  reward,  are  equally  neceifary  to  keep 
moft  men  to  their  duty,  and  of  courfe  to  make 
them  ufeful  to  fociety. 

'  As  another  reafon  in  fiipport  of  this  propnfltion, 
an  honourable  gentleman  has  recommended  the 
wifdom  of  the  Swedes  to  our  imitation,  who,  he 
fays,  have  introduced  this  verjr  regulation  in  their 
army  •,  but  give  me  leave  to  obferve,  Sir,  in  an- 
fwer  to  this,  it  is  fo  very  late  a  pradice  among 
them,  that  they  cannot  yet  be  proper  judges,  how 
far  it  will  anfwer  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  in- 
troduced. 

'  To  be  fure,  Sir,  it  is  very  commendable  in  thofe 
who  have  fpoke  for  this  queftion  ^  na3^  it  is  thQ 
duty  every  man  owes  his  countr}^,  to  obferve  the 
methods  of  government  ufed  in  otlier  ftates,  and 
adopt  that  which  is  founded  on  wifdom  and  true 
policy  into  our  own  *,  but  in  all  attempts  of  this 
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kind,  a  ftrid  regard  is  to  be  had  to  the  particular 
turn  of  our  own  conllitution  ^  for  what  may  be  a 
neceffary  ftep  in  one  ftate,  may  prove  to  be  the 
dellrudion  of  another*,  and  therefore,  moft  certain- 
ly, the  bare  example  of  the  Swedes  ought  not  to 
influence  us  to  take  fo  extraordinary  a  refolution, 
unlefs  the  nature  of  our  own  conftitution  would 
juftify  it :  If  gentlemen  reafon  only  from  the  ex- 
ample of  the  Swedes,  they  may  with  the  fame  ju- 
ftice  plead  for  a  farther  introdudlion  of  their  laws  \ 
and  as  all  foreign  affairs  are  tranfacted  by  their 
fenate,  they  may  on  the  fame  account  exped,  that 
the  management  of  all  our  foreign  negotiations 
ought  to  be  fubmitted  folely  to  the  direction  of 
this  houfe  ^   they  may  likewife  pretend  to  tranf- 
plant  other  cuftoms  prevalent  in  the  fenate  of  Swe- 
den, into  our  Parliament,  which  would  quite  alter 
the  prefent  form  of  our  conftitution,  and  introduce 
a  new  fpecies  of  government  into  this  kingdom  ^ 
for  it  is  certain,  that  a  King  of  Sweden  has  now 
hardly  the  power  of  a  ftadtholder  of  Holland  ^ 
efpecially  with  refpedl  to  the  officers  of  the  army  ^ 
none  of  whom  he  can  even  create  or  promote,  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  fenate  •,  their  government 
at  prefent  is  indeed  little  more  than  a  common- 
wealth, fo  that  few  things  can  be  drawn  from 
their  pradtice  as  an  example  fit  for  us  to  follow. 
'  Before  I  conclude.  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  remind 
gentlemen,  that  our  hiftories  fufficiently  teach  us 
this  truth,  that  our  liberties  and  conftitution  are 
never  in  greater  danger  than  when  any  one  of 

■  the  branches  of  our  legidature  grafps  at  any  power 
or  authority,  which  hath,  by  the  wifdom  of  our 

■  anceftors,been  appropriated  to  another ;  and  there- 

■  fore,  moil  certainly,  an  unwarrantable  attack  upon 
'  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  which  may,  indeed, 

be  intended  to  extend  the  liberties  of  the  people, 
'  is  in  reality,  the  readiefi:  way  to  bring  them  into 
'  danger.    I  believe  every  impartial  perfon  will 

^  acknow- 
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acknowledge,  that  in  our  prefent  happy  fitnation, 
we  of  this  nation  enjoy  as  much  liberty  as  is  con- 
fiftent  with  that  fubjedion,  which  is  nccefTary  for 
the  fupport  of  all  governments  ^  andthefureftway 
to  continue  this  particular  bleffing  to  ourftlves,  and 
to  perpetuate  it  to  our  pofterity,  is  to  reft  fatisfied 
with  what  we  enjoy,  and  not  to  hazard  what  we 
already  have,  by  aiming  to  extend  the  liberties  of 
the  peo])le  to  a  degree,  perhaps  we  ourfelves  may 
be  the  firft  perfons  fliall  be  fenfible  of  the  incon- 
venience of:  All  experiments  therefore  of  reform- 
ing the  conftitution,  muft  be  hazardous,  unlefs 
where  the  event  is  clear  and  undifputed  :  Tamper- 
ing with  the  laws,  where  our  liberties  are  concern- 
ed, hath  often  proved  of  dangerous  confequence  5 
and  whenever  we  come  to  new  modelling  the  con- 
ftitution in  any  efTential  point,  unlefs  where  an 
apparent  ncceftity  requires  it,  it  is  impolfible  to 
tell  how  far  the  fpirit  of  reformation  will  ])roceed. 
^  I  beg  pardon  for  taking  up  fo  much  of  your 
time  :  As  I  once  had  the  honour  to  be  in  the  fer- 
vice,  and  under  a  gentleman  whofe  good  nature 
and  affability,  muft  ever  demand  the  re^^ard  and 
efteem  of  all  that  know  him,  and  who  is  as  little 
defirous  of  grafping  at  an  unreafonable  power,  as 
he  is  capable  of  mifapplying  that  he  is  already 
trufted  with,  I  flatter  myfelf,  that  during  the  time 
I  was  under  his  command,  I  learnt  a  little  what 
the  nature  of  an  army  is,  and  had  I  ftill  been  in 
the  fervice,  fo  far  from  retiring  upon  this  queftion, 
as  has  been  recommended  to  thofe  now  in  the  fer- 
vice, if  gentlemen  fhould  divide  upon  it,  which  I 
fhall  not  believe  they  intend  doing,  till  I  fee  it 
done,  I  fajr,  had  I  ftill  been  in  the  fervice,  I 
Ihould  have  been  equally  ftrenuous  againft  the 
queftion,  as  it  has  always  been  my  opinion,  that 
the  fureft  way  to  depend  on  any  fet  of  men  for  act- 
ing right,  is  not  to  give  them  an  unneceilary  power 
or  temptation  of  doing  wrongo 
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^  For  thefe  reafons   I  think  myfelf  obliged  to 

*  ufe  my  endeavours,   that  neither  this,  nor  any 
'  other  propofition   of   the  like  nature,    however 

*  i:)opu!ar  they  may  at  this,  or  any  other  time  ap- 
'  pear,  fliall  ever  meet  with  encouragement  from 

*  this  houfe/ 


Thomas  Winnington^  Efq^  ^  I  cannot,  Sir,  let 
this  queftion  go,  without  declaring  my  abhorrence 
to  the  motion  that  has  been  made  to  us :  I  really 
think  it  is  the  mofi:  monftrous  motion  I  ever  heard 
made  fince  I  had  the  honour  to  fit  in  Parliam.ent. 
Gentlemen  fay,  Sir,  an  army  is  no  part  of  our 
conftitution  •,  but  if  the  propofition  they  have 
made  fliould  take  place,  the  whole  of  our  confti- 
tution. would  foon  be  at  the  mercy  of  our  army. 
At  prefent,  Sir,  the  officers  of  the  army  depend 
upon  the  King  for  their  commifTions,  and  the  ar- 
my itfelf  depends  upon  Parliament  for  its  continu- 
ance, and  for  its  pay  ^  but  if  you  fhould  once  make 
the  officers  of  the  army  independent  of  the  crown, 
if  you  fhould  once  giv^e  them  a  fort  of  freehold  in 
their  commiifions,  they  would  foon  make  both 
King  and  Parliament  depend  upon  them.  If  both 
King  and  Parliament  fhould  join  in  opinion,  and 
think  it  proper  to  make  a  redudion  of  anj^-  part  of 
your  army,  do  you  imagine  that  thofe  gentlemen, 
with  their  fwords  in  their  hands,  would  quietly  lay 
them  down,  and  retire  to  their  refpedive  homes 
at  our  defire  ?  No,  Sir,  they  would  then  tell  you, 
our  commiffions  are  for  life,  they  are  our  freehold, 
a  lawof  your  own  making  has  made  them  ^o,  and 
you  fhall  not  take  them  from  us,  unlefs  we  have 
been  guilt}?'  of  a  crime  •,  if  we  have  done  anj^  wrong 
let  a  court  martial  be  called,  let  us  be  tried  in  that 
way  which  is  by  law  prefcribed,  and  if  we  be  found 
guilty,  we'll  fubmit.  This,  Sir,  we  may  reafon- 
ably  fiippofe,  would  be  the  language  of  thofe  you 
had  a  mind  to  reduce  5  and  in  fuch  a  cafe  gentle- 

'  men 
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men  may  eafily  guefs  what  rcdrefs  the  nation  could 
exped  from  a  court  martial. 

'  The  liberties  of  Rome^  Sir,  were  never  deflroy- 
'  ed  till  their  army  was  made  an  2ixmj  for  life  •,  and 
'  even  this  country  loft  its  liberty  by  an  arnny  :  As 
'  foon  as  an  army  was  raifed  and  made  independent 
'  of  the  fovereign  power,  they  overturned  the  whole 

*  of  our  conftitution,   they  pulled  a  predecelTor  of 

*  yours  out  of  the  chair,  and  kicked  the  members 
'  out  of  doors  ^    and  Ihall  we,  Sir,  eftablifh  fuch 

*  another  army  ?  The  propofition  is  furprifing.  I 
'  would  rather  lie  under  any  imputation,  than  that 

*  of  having  made  fuch  a  one  to  this  houfe  :   I  am 

*  fure  it  is  very  far  from  appearing  to  the  noble  Lord 
'  who  made  it,  in  the  fame  light  it  does  to  me  :  I 
'  have,  I  think,  a  juft  opinion  of  it  ^  but  if  he  had 
'  judged  fo,  I  am  very  well  convinced  he  would 
^  never  have  offered  it  to  this  houfe.  However, 
'  fince  the  propofition  has  been  made,  and  as  every 

*  gentleman  is  at  liberty  to  treat  any  propofition 

*  according  to  that  light  in  which  it  appears  to  him, 
^  I^nuft  fay,  that  I  look  upon  the  motion  as  mon- 

*  flrous,  abfurd  and  ilavilh,  and  therefore  I  am 
<  heartily  againft  it.  If  I  have  fpoke  with  too  much 

*  warmth,  I  beg  pardon,  Sir  :  I  hope  it  will  be 
'  afcribed  to  my  zeal  for  our  conflitution,  and  the 
'  prefent  happy  eftablifliment,  and  not  to  any  want 
'  of  refped  for  the  gentlemen  who  feem  to  favour  a 
<-  propofition,  which  appears  to  me  in  a  light  fo 

*  very  different  from  that  in  which,  I  believe,  it 
'  appears  to  them/ 

Sir  John  Bruce  Hope,   member  for  Kiwofs,  (^c.^^ryohn 
in  Scotland.     '  The  honourable  gentleman  over  tliefecch^'^'*' 
'  way,  I  mufl  fay.  Sir,  has  fpoke  with  a  great  deal 

*  of  niore  warmth  than  decency,  and  has  treated  the 
'  foldiery,  both  ancient  and  modern,  in  a  manner 

*  which  I  think  both  fcandalous  and  unj'uft.  The 
'  gentleman  fpoke  of  the  Roman  liberty,  and  pre- 

*;  tended 
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tended,  that  the  lofs  of  it  was  owing  to  their  ar- 
my's being  made  an  army  for  life  ;  I  can  remem- 
ber nothing,  Sir,  of  an  army  for  life  at  Rome  ,  I 
do  not  remember  that  they  had  ever  any  fuch  re- 
gulations in  their  armies,  even  as  this  now  propo- 
^Qd^  which  is  very  far  from  eflablifhing  an  army 
for  life  :  On  the  contrary,  if  they  had  had  any 
fuch  regulation,  I  believe  it  would  not  have  been 
in  the  power  of  their  Generals  or  Emperors,  to 
have  modelled  and  garbled  their  armies,  fo  as  to 
make  them  ferve  thofe  vile  purpofes  which  they 
were  made  to  ferve  ^  and  if  the  gentleman  will 
pleafe  to  read  over  the  Roman  hiftor)r  with  atten- 
tion, he  will  find,  that  the  lofs  0^  the  Roman  li- 
berty was,  at  firft,  more  owing  to  bribery  and 
corruption  in  their  eledions,  and  in  their  fenate, 
than  to  their  arm}^ :  It  was  by  this  briberjr  and 
corruption  that  all  public  virtue  was  deftroyed  in 
that  country  ^  and  when  the  virtue  of  the  army, 
as  well  as  the  people,  was  deftroyed,  it  became  an 
eafy  matter  to  make  tools  of  both,  for  the  fupport 
of  arbitrarjT-  power. 

'  I  have  had  the  honour  to  ferve  in  our  own  ar- 
my, I  have  likewife.  Sir,  ferved  in  foreign  ar- 
mies, and  I  think  I  know  a  little  of  the  nature  of 
both  :  From  thence  it  is  that  I  judge,  that  no  ar- 
m.y  will  allow  themfelves  to  be  turned  againft  the 
liberties  of  their  country,  unlefs  it  be  left  in  the 
power  of  fome  ambitious  man  to  model  them,  fo 
as  to  make  them  fit  for  their  own  wicked  purpofes : 
It  was  this  that  made  our  army,  in  the  laft  centu- 
ry, turn  againft  the  Parliament  which  had  raifed 
them,  and  the  army  will  always  be  dangerous,  as 
long  as  any  fuch  power  is  lodged  in  any  one  man. 
I  have  the  honour.  Sir,  to  be  acquainted  with  ma- 
ny of  the  general  officers,  as  well  as  other  officers 
in  our  own  army  at  prefent.  I  know  their  worth 
and  their  merit,  and  I  fliall  never  fear  any  thing 
from  an  army  under  their  command  and  direction  j 

*  but 
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but  if  what  has  been  once  attempted  iliould  ever 
be  attempted  again,  if  our  army  (hould  be  gar- 
bled, the  gentlemen  who  are  now  in  command 
turned  out,  and  fellows  of  mean  birth,  or  perhaps 
foreign  officers,  x:)ut  into  their  places,  we  would 
have  every  thing  to  fear  from  fuch  an  army,  even 
tho'  the  generality  of  the  comm.on  foldiers  fhould 
continue  to  be  made  up  of  our  own  countrymen  :  - 
And  upon  this  occafion  I  cannot  but  fake  notice. 
Sir,  of  what  I  read  t'other  day  in  a  very  judicious 
anothor,  who  upon  this  very  fubjedt  faj'^s,  that  any 
minifter  who  advifes  the  King  to  difmifs  a  good 
officer,  who  has  long  and  faithfully  ferved  his 
King  and  country,  is  guilty  of  the  greateil  and 
blackeft  ad  of  treafon  againft  his  Prince  ^  and 
therefore.  Sir,  to  prevent  as  much  as  poffibie  the 
committing  of  any  fuch  treafon  in  time  to  come, 
I  fhall  be  for  agreeing  to  the  juopofition  now  be- 
fore us.* 

Hugh  fViU/ams,  member  for  Afjgkfia,  fpoke  next 
againft  the  motion  •,  and  after  him, 

General  fVad^.  '  The  gentlemen  of  the  armyoenmi 
are  certainly  very  much  obliged  to  the  noble  Lord  fpcech. 
who  made  "this  propofition,  and  I  doubt  not  but 
every  one  of  us  would  be  for  it,  if  we  thought  it 
were  confiftent  with  the  good  of  our  country-,  for 
as  it  is  natural  for  all  men  to  defire  to  be  indepen- 
dent, it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  the  officers 
of  the  army  defire  it  as  much  as  any  other  fet  of 
men  ^  but  whether  it  may  not  be  of  dangerous 
confequence  to  make  fo  great  an  alteration  in  our 
conftitution,  is  what  principally  weighs  with  me  •, 
and  for  my  own  part,  I  fhall  always  give  up  any 
private  advantage  I  may  exped,  rather  than  agree 
to  any  meafure  which  may  in  the  leaft  endanger 
or  hurt  the  conftitution,  or  the  public  interft  of 
my  country. 

*  Since 
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*  Since  I  have  had  the  honour,  Sir,  to  jflt  in  this 
houfe,  I  can  fay,  that  I  have  always  aded  with 
the  lame  freedom,  as  if  I  had  had  )io  commiliion, 
nor  any  concern  in  the  army  ,  and  though  I  have 
generally  joined  in  opinion  with  thofe  who  were' 
in  the  adminiftration,  yet  I  have  likewife,  upon 
many  occafions,  differed  from  them.   I  remember, 
that  when  the  famous  Soutk-Sea  fcheme  was  in 
agitation  in  this  houfe,  though  it  was  brought  in 
by  a  minifter,  and  ftrongl}?^  fupported  by  thofe 
who  were  then  at  the  head  of  the  adminiftration, 
37'et  I  had  the  honour  to  be  one  of  the  55  who  di- 
vided againft  it.     It  is  true,  Sir,  I  had  upon  that 
occafivon  meifages  fent  to  me,  and  was  threatened 
to  be  ftripped  of  all  my  military  employments  •, 
but  thofe  threats  had  no  weight  with  m^e,  nor  fhall 
fuch  threats  ever  have  any  weight  with  me,  in  any 
cafe  where  they  come  in  competition  with  my 
duty  as  a  member  of  this  houfe,  with  m3^dut3^as 
an  oiiicer  of  the  army,  or  with  my  duty  as  a  fub- 
jedi  of  Great  Britain  ^  and  I  hope  that  this  is  the 
refolution  of  every  man,  who  has  the  honour  to 
bear  a  commilfion  in  the  arm.y. 
'  Gentlemen  talk  of  courts  martial,  and  of  his 
Majeftj^'s  having  the  power  to  name  the  officers 
who  are  to  be  upon  them  :   His  Majefty  has,  in- 
deed, the  power  of  granting  warrants  for  the  hold- 
ing of  courts  martial,  as  often  and  in  fuch  places 
as  he  {hall  pleafe  to  appoint  ^  I  have  myfelf  a  war- 
rant from  his  Majefty  for  holding  courts  martial 
in  ^orth  Britain,  where  I  have  the  honour  at  pre- 
fent  to  command  •,    but  I  never  did,  nor  does  his 
Majefty  ever  name  the  officers  who  are  to  be  upon 
fuch  courts  martial  •,  that  fervice  being  performed 
by  a  roll,  as  other  parts  of  duty  are,  and  I  have 
often  very  great  difficulty  to  get  a  fufficient  num- 
ber of  officers  for  holding  thofe  courts  martial  ^  for 
fometimes  fix  or  feven  captains,  befides  fubalterns, 
'  will  be  abfent  at  one  time  \  and  it  is  hardly  polfi- 

'  ble 
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ble  now,  in  time  of  peace,  to  get  them  to  attend 
their  duty,  notwithftandmg  the  great  power  the 
crown  has  over  them  :  Since  theri  they  are  at  pre- 
fent  lo  negligent  of  their  duty,  would  they  not  be 
much  more  fo,  if  they  could  not  be  difiniiTed  for 
neglect  of  duty,  but  by  a  fentence  of  a  court- 
martial  :  If  any  of  thofe  ofRcers  ftiouid  be  brought 
to  be  tried  for  negled  of  duty,  or  any  other  inch 
crime,  by  a  court  martial,  the  majority  of  which 
m.ight  perhaps  confifl  of  officers,  who  had  them- 
felves  been  guilty  of  the  fame  fault,  can  gentle- 
men imagine  that  in  fuch  a  cafe  any  officer  would 
be  broke,  or  any  way  puniihed  by  a  fentence  of 
tliat  court  martial  ? 

'  In  fhort.  Sir,  the  difcipline  of  our  army  is  al- 
ready in  a  very  bad  way,  and  I  am  afraid,  if  this 
propofition  fhould  take  place,  it  would  be  intirely 
deftroyed  ^  for  if  this  propofition  fhould  pafs  into 
a  law,  it  would  not  only  take  away  all  depen- 
dency upon  the  crown,  but  it  vFOuld  deflroy  that 
fubordination  of  inferior  officers  to  their  fuperi- 
ors,  which  is  abfolutely  neceflkry  to  be  ftridtly 
kept  up,  in  all  armies  •,  and  without  which  an 
army  would  foon  becom.e  an  unruly  mob,  inftead 
of  being  a  regular  and  a  well-difciplined  army  ♦, 
therefore,  Sir,  I  cannot  but  be  againfl:  the  propo- 
fition.' 

Giles  Earle^  Efq^  '  As  this  propofition  muft  cer- Mr.  r,,/e's- 
tainly  tend  to  the  eftablifhing  an  arm}'-  with  too^^''''''^" 
great  and  too  independent  a  power  in  itfelf,  I  muffc 
think  it  extremely  improper  ^  and  I  muft  think 
that  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  has 
very  well  and  very  juftly  obferved,  that  it  would 
deftroy  all  difcipline  in  the  army,  and  would,  I 
believe,  introduce  a  general  licentioufnefs  among 
the  officers  •,  for  there  are  many  irregularities  an 
officer  may  be  guilty  of,  which  could  not  well  be 
brought  before  a  court  martial  h  and  if  they  were, 

'  the 
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the  irregularity  might  be  fo  general,  that  it  would 
be  hard  to  get  fuch  a  court  martial  as  would  pu- 
nifh  the  officer,  for  a  crime  which  perhaps  every 
one  of  themillves  might  be  guilty  of. 
^  It  is  well  known  how  many  complaints  there 
?re  alread}^-,  both  againft  officers  and  foldiers,  for 
irregularities  committed  in  their  quarters  •,  even 
with  all  the  power  which  his  Majefty  now  has  over 
the  army  •,  it  is  very  hard  for  thofe  to  whom  he  in- 
trufts  the  chief  care  and  management  of  his  army, 
to  keep  the  officers  and  foldiers  to  their  duty,  and 
to  prev^ent  their  being  now  and  then  guilty  of  fome 
little  ads  of  oppreliion  in  their  quarters  ^  but  if 
the  propofition  now  made  fhould  pafs  into  a  law, 
it  would  render  the  quartering  of  foldiers  moft 
grievous  to  the  people  •,  one  officer  would  fay,  I 
have  made  mj  quarters  good,  as  they  call  it,  ano- 
ther would  do  the  fame  5  this  would  encourage  a 
third,  a  fourth,  and  fo  on,  till  the  pradice  be- 
came general  *,  and  if  they  were  to  be  tried  and 
punifhed  for  this,  only  by  a  court  martial,  can 
gentlemen  im.agine,  that  they  would  not  acquit 
one  another  ? 

'  'Tis  true,  Sir,  officers  may  be  removed,  officers 
have  been  removed  without  being  guilty  of  any 
crime  •,  I  was  myfelf  once  removed,  when  I  am 
fure  they  could  not  lay  any  crime  to  my  charge  ^ 
I  was  then  forry  for  it,  but  I  was  not  for  carrying 
my  refentment  fo  far,  as  on  that  account  to  turn 
every  thing  topfey-turvey  ^  yet  there  was  at  that 
time  more  ground  for  fuch  a  propofition  than  there 
is  at  prefent  ♦,  there  has  lately  been  no  garbling  or 
removing  of  any  confiderabie  number  of  officers, 
and  therefore  I  cannot  find  out  what  could  give 
occafion  for  this  motion  at  this  time.  Was  not 
the  great  Duke  of  Marlborough,  in  the  midft  of 
his  glorious  fuccefs,  removed  from  all  command 
in  the  army  ?  I  believe  no  man  will  accufe  him  of 
having  ever  been  guilty  of  a  crime,  or  even  of  a 

*^  negled 
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'  ncgled:  of  duty  :   Was  not  the  man  who  was  put 

*  in  this  place  jiiftly  fufpeded  of  having  defigns  a- 

*  gainft  the  prefent  happy  eftablilhment  ?  Nay,  fo 

*  juftly  was  he  fufpeded,  that  when  the  late  King 

*  came  over,  he  durll:  not  ftand  his  trial,  but  took 
'  guilt  upon  himfelf,  and  fled  from  the  juftice  of 
'  the  nation  ?  Yet  upon  that  occafion  there  was  no 

*  fuch  propofition  as  this  made  in  Parliament. 

'  I  cannot,  with  the  hon.  gentleman  who  fpoke 

*  laft,  think,  that  the  officers  of  the  army  are  much 
'  obliged  to  thofe  gentlemen  who  appear  in  favour 

*  of  this  propofition  ^  on  the  contrary,  I  think,  that 

*  it  is  entertaining  a  very  bad  opinion  at  leaft  of 

*  thofe  officers,  who  have  the  honour  of  fitting  in 

*  this  houfe,  to  imagine  that  they  do  not  ad  with 
'  the  fame  integrity  and  freedom  that  other  gentle- 
'  men  do  ^  I  am  fure  I  Ihould  not  think,  that  any 
'  man  entertained  a  good  opinion   of  me,    if  he 

*  thought  that  I  could  be  induced,  either  by  threats 
'  or  rewards,  to  ad  contrary  to  my  duty  in  this 
^  houfe. 

'  There  is  not  the  leaft  ground.  Sir,  for  fufped- 
'  ing  any  fiach  thing  of  any  gentleman  of  the  army 
'  who  fits  in  this  houfe,  and  therefore  I  am  not  only 
'  againft  the  motion,  but  I  hope  that  it  will  be  treat- 
'  ed  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  may  prevent  its  being  ever 

*  renewed  in  this  houfe/ 

JVUl'mm  Pulteney,  Efq^     '  I  cannot  but  obrerve,Mr.  p«/;f- 

*  Sir,  the  unhandfome  manner  in  which  fome  gen-''^"^^"^^" 

*  tlemen  have  treated  the  motion  now  in  your  hand, 

*  and  the  hard  names  they  have  given  it,  fuch  as 

*  monltrous,  abfurd,  flavifh,  and  the  like  ^    I  am 

*  fure.  Sir,  neither  the  noble  Lord  v/ho  made  the 

*  motion,  nor  any  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  have 

*  fpnken  in  fupport  of  it,  can  from  their  condudt  in 

*  this  houfe,  or  in  any  other  part  of  life,  from  the 
'  families  they  are  come  of,  or  the  large  properties 

*  theypoffefs,  be  the  leaft  fufpeded  of  entertaining 

*  any 
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'  any  notions  of  flavery,  or  of  making  any  motion 
'  in  this  houfe,  for  deflroying  any  part,  far  lefs  for 
-  '  undermining  the  whole,  of  our  conftitution  :  I  will 
'  avoid  retorting  thofe  names,  or  faying  any  thing 
'  that  may  give  offence,  though  I  am  fure  I  may  do 
\  it  with  far  more  juflice  upon  thofe  gentlemen, 
''  who  have  taken  that  liberty  with  others. 

'  The  hon.  gentleman  behind  me,  fpoke  of  ofH- 
'  cers  making  their  quarters  good,  which  is  a  mili- 
'  tary  term  I  really  do  not  underfland  ^  but  I  fup- 

*  pofe  it  is  doing  fom.ething  they  ought  not  to  do, 
'  and  yet  fom.ething,  as  that  gentleman  feemed  to 
'  infinuate,  which  they  are  fo  apt  to  do,  that  there 
'  is  no  preventing  it  without  keeping  them  in  a  fla- 

*  viih  fort  of  dependency  :  He  told  us,  that  he  was 

*  himfelf  once  removed,  and  that  he  was  very  forry 
'  for  it  ^  he  was,  'tis  true,  once  removed,  and  that 

*  he  was  forry  for  it,  is,,  I  believe,  what  no  body 

*  will  doubt  of  ^  but  I  hope  it  was  not  for  making 
'  his  quarters  good  ^  for  though  the  gentlem>an  likes 
'  good  quarters,  and  knows  as  well  when  he  is  in 
'  fuch  as  any  man,  yet  I  am  convinced,  that  he  is 
'  incapable  of  doing  any  thing  wrong,  either  for  ob- 
'  taining  quarters,  or  for  making  them  good  :  He 
'  likewife  told  us  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  ha- 

*  ving  been  removed  \  I  believe  no  man  will  fay  it 
'  was  a  right  ftep  to  remove  that  great  general,  but 
'  it  has  no  relation  to  the  queflion  now  before  us  \ 

*  becaufe,  if  I  underftood  the  noble  Lord's  motion 

*  right,  the  power  of  rem^oving  generals  from  their 

*  command  as  generals  in  the  army,  is  to  remain  in 

*  the  crown,  as  much  unlimited  as  ever  it  was  be- 
*-  fore  •,  and  it  muft  be  granted,  that  the  removal  of 

*  that  great  man,  and  the  many  other  removals  that 

*  followed,  if  they  have  any  relation  to  the  prefent 

*  queftion,  are  ftrong  arguments  in  its  favour  ^  for  I 

*  believe,  ever}^  man  who  wifhed  well  to  the  con- 
'  ftitution,  would  have  wifhed  that  fuch  a  law  had 
'  been  in  being  at  that  time  ^  and  indeed  all  the 

*  other 
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other  arguments  I  have  heard  againfi:  the  propoiT- 
tion,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  call  them  fo,  are 
much  ftronger  arguments  for  it  than  thej'-  are 
againft  it. 

'  Gentlemen  talk,  Sir,  of  invading  the  preroga- 
tive, as  if  it  were  a  m.ofl:  heinous  thmg,  to  lefTen, 
in  any  refped,  what  they  call  the  prerogative  ^  but 
this  has  been  already  anfwered  b}^  a  v/orth}^  gentle- 
man over  the  way  *,  he  juiily  faid,  that  the  prero- 
gative has  been  growing  ever  fince  the  revolution, 
and  it  is  certain  that  it  is  daily  gaining  ground  both 
in  this  lioufe  and  the  other.  The  power  of  the 
crown  is  what  every  member  of  this  houfe,  as  well 
as  the  other,  ought  alv/ays  to  be  jealous  of  ^  for 
what  by  creations  and  tranflations,  it  maj^,  atlaft, 
grow  fo  great  as  intirely  to  overturn  that  balance 
upon  which  our  conftitution  depends  :  And  it  is 
well  known,  that  the  prerogative  now  in  dilpute, 
is  a  prerogative  of  a  very  fliort  ftanding  ^  even  the 
prerogative  as  to  the  militia,  mentioned  by  an 
honourable  gentleman  fome  time  ago,  has  been 
afTumed  but  of  late  years  ^  and  tho'  the  power  of  the 
King,  as  to  the  militia,  be  very  fully  and  very  ex- 
plicitly declared  in  the  two  adts  that  gentleman  was 
pleafed  to  read  to  us,  yet  I  hope,  tTiat  neither  he 
nor  his  friends  will  recommend  all  the  proceedings 
of  the  Parliament,  in  which  thofe  ads  were  pafTed, 
as  proper  patterns  for  us  to  imitate,  nor  will  he 
defire,  that  we  faould  now  approve  of  every  thing 
that  was  done  at  that  time  in  Parliament :  Befides, 
Sir,  there  is  a  very  great  difference  between  the 
officers  of  a  ftanding  army,  and  thofe  of  the  mi- 
litia ^  the  firft  is  both  an  honourable  and  a  bene- 
ficial employment,  the  laft  is  become  of  late  j^'ears 
not  very  honourable,  and  I  am  fure  it  cannot  by 
law  be  made  a  beneficial  employment  ^  fo  that  the 
arbitrary  difpofal  of  commiiiions  in  the  army,  may 
*  be  of  much  more  fatal  confequence  to  our  confti- 
VoL.  XL  E  e  *  tution. 
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tution,  than  the  arbitrary  difpofal  of  commiffions 
in  the  militia. 

'  Gentlemen,  Sir,  have  afked  us,  Will  you  make 
the  officers  of  the  army  independent  ?  Will  you 
give  them  their  commilFions  in  the  nature  of  a 
freehold  ?  No,  Sir,  by  the  propofition  now  made 
to  us,  they  are  to  depend  upon  King  and  Parlia- 
ment, as  much  as  ever  they  did  before  upon  the 
King  fingiy  :  His  Majeily  isftill  to  have  the  power 
of  preferring  them  intirely  lodged  in  him  •,  and  his 
Majell:}^  with  the  ailiftance  of  either  hcufe  of  Par- 
liament, is  flill  to  have  the  power  of  removing 
anyone,  or  any  number  of  them,  without  anyrea- 
fon  or  caufe  affigncd  :  This  is  very  far  from  making 
thtm  independent  :  But  fuppofe  they  were  to  be 
made  independent  both  of  King  and  Parliament  5 
has  the  Parliament  and  people,  fupported  by  the 
King,  more  to  dread  from  fuch  an  army,  than 
the  Parliament  and  people  have  to  dread  from  an 
ambitious  King,  fupported  hy  an  army  which,  by 
this  power  of  removing  and  preferring,  he  has 
made  intirely  dependent  upon  himfelf  alone  :  An 
officer  who  depends  upon  nothing  but  the  laws  of 
his  country,  is  engaged  in  intereft,  as  well  as 
honour,  to  fupport  thofe  laws,  as  the  tenure  by 
which  he  holds  his  commiffion  ^  but  an  officer 
who  depends  intirely  upon  the  abfolute  will  of  one 
man,  be  he  King,  or  be  he  chief  general,  is  a  te- 
nant at  will,  and  is  in  interefl,  at  leaft,  engaged  to 
fubmit  to  the  will  of  his  Lord,  in  every  thing  :  It 
was  this  that  made  the  army  fo  pernicious  about  the 
middle  of  thelaft  century*,  they  had  become  in- 
tirely dependent  upon  their  general,  and  then  their 
general  made  what  ufe  of  them  he  had  a  mind  ; 
and  it  was  a  negledt  of  this  maxim  which  faved 
our  conflitution  towards  the  end  of  the  fame  cen- 
tury, becaufe  our  King  then  began  to  break 
through  the  conftitution,  before  he  had  taken  care 
to  make  the  army  intirely  dependent  upon  him- 
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felf  alone  :  If  that  King  had  taken  care  of  the  laft 
before  he  had  attempted  the  firft,  the  nation  would 
now  have  been  groaning  under  poper}^  flavery, 
and  arbitrary  power  ^    it  was  a  moft  remarkable 
providence,    a  moft  remarkable  fatality  in  the 
counfelj;  of  our  opprefTors,  that  faved  the  nation 
at  that  time  •,  but  if  we  do  not  by  our  own  wif- 
dom  and  our  own  condu6t  prevent  it  for  the  future, 
I  muft  fay,  we  deferve  the  moft  heavy  chains  that 
were  ever  laid  upon  any  people. 
*  It  is  not  intended,  Sir,  by  the  propofition,  to 
give  the  officers  a  freehold  in  their  commiffions, 
but  if  it  were,  can  it  be  faid,  it  would  be  unjuft  ? 
Have  not  many  of  them  puchafed  their  commif- 
fions at  a  very  high  price  ?   Perhaps  with  the 
whole  of  what  they  had  in  the  world  -,  and  would 
it  not  be  the  height  of  injuftice,  that  fuch  gentle- 
men fhould  be  turned  a-drift,  at  the  pleafure  of  a 
minifter  of  ftate  ?  Have  not  many  of  them  bought 
their  commiffions  by  long  fervices,  by  much  blood, 
and  many  w^ounds  ?  Is  not  this  a  purchafe  much 
more  honourable,  than  that  of  giving  a  few  gui- 
neas for  a  piece  of  land  ?  And  muft  the  officer  be 
turned  out  of  his  only  fubfiftence  to  pleafe  a  pee- 
vilh  minifter,  whilft  the  land-purchaler,  who  per- 
haps robbed  his  country  in  order  to  purchafe  that 
land,  is  proteded  by  the  laws  of  his  country  in  the 
polTeffion  of  his  ill-gotten  purchafe?  Is  this  juftice. 
Sir  ?  Or  is  it  a  fhewing  of  that  refpect  which  is  due 
to  thofe  who  have  boldly  and  faithfully  ferved 
their  country  >  But  there  is  this  farther  hardfhip. 
Sir,  the  officer  who  is  turned  out,  not  only  lofes 
his  bread,    but  his. honour  may  fuffer  into  the 
bargain  *,  for  if  it  is  not  very  publicly  known  for 
what  he  was  turned  out,  the  malicious  world  may 

*  be  apt  to  fufpedt,  that  he  was  difcarded  for  fome 

I  very  heinous  and  dilhonourable  crime. 
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'  Some  gentlemen  have  already  talcen  notice,  that 
^  there  are  a  great  many  officers  of  the  army  who 
'  have  now  feats  in  Parliament,  and  while  they  are 
'  allowed  to  fit  in  this,  or  in  either  houfe  of  Parlia- 
'  ment,  it  is  certainly  to  be  wifhed,  that  they  were 
'  put  upon  the  fame  independent  footing  with  other 
'  gentlemen  :  I  do  not  in  the  leaft  fufpedl  the  virtue 
'  of  thofe  who  at  prefent  have  feats  in  either  houfe  of 

*  Parliament  :  Their  virtue  is,  I  find,  what  thofe 
'  who  oppofe  the  prefent  queftion  would  gladly  lug 

*  into  the  debate  5  but  as  neither  their  virtue  nor 
'  honour  has  any  thing  to  do  in  the  quefl:ion,  I  may 
'  freely  fay,  that  when  gentlemen  either  now  or 
'  hereafter  have  their  whole  at  fl:alce,  and  fee  by  the 
'  exampleofothers,  the  danger  of  pretending  to  con- 
'  tradidt  an  infolent  minifter  in  any  the  m.ofl  wick- 
'  ed  of  his  meafures,  it  is  putting  their  virtue  to 
'  too  great  a  trial,  it  is  more  than  human  frailty 
*"  can  well  fupport  •,  and  I  am  fure  he  muft  be  very 
'  little  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  mankind,  who 
'  thinks  that  the  conftitution,  and  the  happinefs  of 
*■  his  country,  may  fafely  depend  upon  the  event  of 
'  fuch  a  trial. 

'  The  honourable  gentleman  over  the  way,  who 
'  is  in  the  army,  and  who,  I  am  fure,  has  adted 
'  with  as  much  honour  in  this  houfe,  as  any  gentle- 
^  man  in  it,  has  given  us  one  of  the  moft  unanfwer- 
'  able  arguments  that  the  art  of  man  could  invent,  in 

*  favour  of  the  propofition  now  before  us  :  He  has 
^  told  us,  that  when  he  oppofed  a  fcheme  which  he 

*  thought  a  moft  pernicious  fcheme,  and  which  after- 
'  wards  moft  eftedually  proved  fo,  he  was  fent  to, 

*  and  was  threatened  with  the  lofs  of  all  his  employ- 

*  ments  in  the  army,  becaufe  that  fcheme  was 
'  brought  in  and  fupported   by  a  minifter  :  He 

*  had,  'tis  true,  virtue  to  withftand  thofe  threats, 
'  but  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  every  man  has  the 
'  fame  virtue  ^  and  what  he  has  now  told  us  is 
I  an  evident  demonftration,  that  this  pretended  pre- 

2  '  rogative 
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rogative  of  removing  officers,  at  pleafure,  may 
by  a  minifter  be  made  ufe  of  to  obtain  the  ap- 
probation of  Parliament  to  the  moft  deftrudtive 
fchemes  he  can  invent. 

'  We  know.  Sir,  that  the  late  King  William  was 
once  applied  to,  by  fome  of  his  minilters,  to  remove 
an  officer  of  his  army,  becaufe  of  a  vote  he  had 
given  in  this  houfe  :  But  that  Prince,  like  a  great 
and  a  wife  King,  anfwered,  I  fuppofe  the  gentle- 
man voted  according  to  what  appeared  juft  and 
right  to  him  at  the  time  ^  I  know  him  to  be  a 
brave  and  a  good  officer,  and  one  who  has  always 
done  his  duty  in  his  military  capacity  ^  I  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  his  behaviour  in  Parliament,  and 
therefore  I  will  not  remove  him  from  his  com- 
mand in  the  army.  His  late  Majefty  was  fo  ^qw- 
fible  of  the  neceffity  of  what  is  nowpropofed,  that 
he  approved  of  a  bill  of  this  very  nature  5  the  bill 
was  adually  drawn  up,  and  was  to  have  been 
brought  into  the  other  houfe  by  the  late  Earl  of 
Stanhope  :  This  I  know  to  be  true,  I  do  not  know 
how  it  was  prevented,  but  I  know  that  his  late 
Majefty  chearfully  gave  his  confent  for  xhQ  bring- 
ing it  into  Parliament. 

'  The  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft  faid, 
that  thofe  who  are  for  the  prefcnt  queftion  ufed  the 
officers  ill  ^  but  I  leave  it  to  the  impartial  world, 
I  leave  it  to  the  officers  themfelves,to  judge,  which 
fide  ufes  them  worft  :  Thofe  who  fay  they  ought 
to  be  fecured  againft  the  refentment  of  a  tyrannical 
minifter,  or  thofe  who  tell  us,  you  are  to  expedt  no 
juftice  from  officers  fitting  in  a  court  martial,  not- 
withftanding  their  being  fworn  to  do  the  fame  ju- 
ftice, and  to  try  with  the  fame  impartiality,  that 
judges  and  juries  ought,  and  are  fuppofed  to  do  : 
You  are  not  to  truft  to  officers,  they  will  certainly 
combine  together,  and  deftroy  your  conftitution  % 
*  there  is  nothing  can  keep  them  honeft  or  faithful  to 
E  e  3  [  their 


422 


Mr.  Pulte- 
ne/s  Ipeech. 


Parliamentary      A.  i 734. 

their  country,  but  keeping  them  in  a  flavilh  de- 
pendence upon  the  crown.  Has  not  this,  Sir,  been 
the  whole  language  of  thofe  who  have  hitherto  op- 
pofed  this  queftion,  and  I  do  not  doubt  but  the  offi- 
cers of  the  army  will  judge  of  the  argument  as 
they  ought  to  do. 

*  I  have  fpoke,  Sir,  much  earlier  in  this  debate 
than  I  intended,  and  I  muft  fay,  that  I  had  but 
very  little  room  for  any  thing  that  has  been  faid 
againft  the  propofition,  to  have  taken  up  fo  much 
of  your  time  •,  but  I  find  fome  gentlemen  do  not 
incline  to  fpeak  to  the  queftion  ^  however,  if  they 
do  not,  if  no  better  reafons  be  given  againft  it, 
than  what  have  been  already  given,  I  am  perfua-. 
ded  the  fate  of  the  queftion  muft  be  very  different 
from  what  they  exped. 

Hdm-y  Pdham^   Efq^      '    I  have    attended,    Sir, 

as  clofely  as   I  could,   to   what  has  been    faid 

both  for  and  againft  the  propoiition  now  before 

us,   and  I  think  the  debate  is   now   reduced  to 

this  fingle  point,    Whether,  b}^  what  is  now  pro- 

pofed,  our  conftitution  may  be  mended  and  made 

better  \  or  whether  it  may  not  rather  tend  to  hurt 

and  injure  our  conftitution  :    The  latter.  Sir,  is 

my  opinion,  and  I  am  convinced  it  appears  in  the 

fame  light  to  every  one  of  the  gentlemen,  who, 

before  me,  have  fpoken  againft  the  motion.     I  do 

not  approve  of  hard  names,  or  any  names  that  are 

indecent,  to  this,  or  any  other  propofition  made 

in  this  houfe  •,  but  as  thofe  liberties  have  often 

been  taken,  by  the  gentlemen  who  now  find  fault 

with  what  has  been  faid,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that 

other  gentlemen  think  they  have  the  fame  liberty, 

and  may  retort  thofe  names,  when  they  think  the 

^  propofition  deferves  them  ^  however,  upon  all  fuch 

'  occafions,  at  leaft  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  I  am 

^  fure  there  is  nothing  meant,  perfonally  againft  any 

*  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  fpoken  in  favour  of 

'  the  propofition.  '  Qentle- 
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*  Gentlemen  have  been  pleafed  to  fay,  that  the 
prerogative  is  a  growing  part  of  our  conftitution ; 
for  my  own  part,  Sir,  I  cannot  really  fee,  wherein 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown  is  greater  now,  than 
it  has  been  at  any  time  fince  the  revolution  ^  nor 
can  I  fee  what  Ihould  give  this  alarm,  or  what 
fhould  make  it  neceffary  now  to  clip  and  pare  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  unlefs  gentlemen  have 
fome  fcheme  for  greatly,  or  perhaps  totally,  alter- 
ing our  conftitution  ^  and  if  they  have,  I  am  fure 
they  can  fhew  us  no  manner  of  reafon  for  our  at- 
tempting at  prefent  to  make  any  fuch  dangerous 
experiment.  Suppofe  his  Majefty  he^s  thought  fit 
to  remove  one  or  two  gentlemen  from  their  em- 
ployments in  the  army,  can  that  be  looked  on,  as  a 
fufficient  reafon  for  taking  from  his  Majefty  that 
power,  which  he  and  his  predeceffors  have-always 
enjoyed  ?  The  very  attempting  fuch  a  thing  really 
looks  as  if  gentlemen  thought,  that  fome  very 
wrong,  and  wicked  ufe  had  been  lately  made  of 
that  part  of  the  prerogative,  which,  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  they  have  not  the  Icaft  ground  for  ^  the  worth 
and  honour  of  the  two  noble  perfons,  who  have 
been  removed,  muft  be  acknowledged  b}'  all  •,  but 
worthy  as  they  are,  it  muft  certainly  be  granted, 
that  they  have  been  fucceeded  by  two  gentlemen 
of  equal  worth  ^  and  furely  this  cannot  be  called 
garbling  or  modelling  the  army  ^  for  the  army 
can  never  be  faid  to  be  garbled  or  modelled,  but 
when  the  moft  worthy  and  honourable  are  difmif- 
fed,  and  creatures  of  mean  birth,  or  of  no  worth, 
put  into  their  places. 

'  It  is  true,  Sir,  there  were  a  great  many  officers 
removed  about  the  time,  that  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough  was  removed  ^  and  without  the  power  of 
removing  the  inferior  officers,  xhtj  had  not  per- 
haps ventured  to  have  removed  that  great  general 
from  his  command  in  the  army.  Such  a  law,  as 
what  is  now  propofed,  might  have  been  perhr-ins 
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of  fome  fervice  at  that  time,  but  it  would  have 
been  of  bad  confequence  fooii  after.  We  know 
what  were  thought  to  be  the  views  and  defigns, 
when  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  was  removed  5 
we  know,  that  he  was  fucceeded  by  a  perfon,  whom 
I  did  indeed  efteem  for  his  perfonal  qualifications, 
but  his  political  views  had,  at  that  time,  very  near 
ruined  our  conftitution,  and  have  fince,  upon  fome 
occafions,  greatl}''  endangered  it  •,  and  if  none  of 
the  officers  of  the  army,  who  were  upon  that  oc- 
cafion  put  in,  or  continued  in  commilFion,  could 
have  been  removed,  but  by  the  fentence  of  a  court 
martial,  I  doubt  much,  if  this  houfe  had  been  now 
fitting  to  givs  their  opinion  upon  this,  or  any  other 
queftion. 

'  An  honourable  gentleman  on  the  floor,  who 
fpoke  fome  time  ago,  happened  to  drop  fome  ex- 
preifions,  which  I  am  fure  were  owing  to  his 
warmth  ^  he  fpoke  of  foreign  officers,  and  infinu- 
ated,  as  if  they  might  happen  to  be  put  into  the 
places  of  thole,  who  may  hereafter  be  removed. 
Every  gentleman.  Sir,  furely  knows,  that  this 
would  be  diredly  contrary  to  law  ^  and  no  man 
can  fay,  that  there  has  been  any  thing  done  or  at- 
tempted, that  can  give  the  leaft  ground  for  appre- 
hending any  fuch  thing  in  time  to  come  :  It  was 
indeed  an  indecent,  and  an  ugly  infinuation  \  I  wifli 
the  gentleman  had  fpared  it  ^  but  as  I  am  convin- 
ced, that  it  was  intirely  owing  to  warmth,  I  fliali 
take  no  farther  notice  of  it. 
'  I  did  not  really,  Sir,  think  it  necefTary  to  have 
given  you  any  trouble  in  this  debate,  fince  other 
gentlemen  before  me  have  given  very  fufficient 
reafons  for  not  agreeing  to  this  motion,  and  have 
anfwered  every  thing  that  has  been  faid  in  favour 
of  it  ^  but  the  honourable  gentleman,  who  fpoke 
laft,  feemed  fo  mighty  defirous,  that  ge;dlemeii 
would  fpeak  againft  what  he  and  his  friends  feem 
^  to  be  for,  that  I  rofe  up  rather  to  gratify  him,  than 

'  that 
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'  that  I  thought  any  thing  neceffary  to  be  added  to 

*  what  had  before  been  faid  againft  this  piopofition  ^ 
*-  and  therefore  I  fliall  take  up  no  more  of  your  time  •, 
'  but  leave  the  propofition  to  ftand  or  fall  by  its  own 

*  merits/ 

Sir  William  Wyndham,  ^  The  gentlemen,  who  sir  7rz//Mr« 
have  been  pleafed  to  fpeak  againft  this  propofition,  f^eed/'"^ 
have  all  of  them  ailerted,  I  find.  Sir,  that,  fliould 
it  take  place,  it  would  alter  the  very  being  of 
our  conftitution  *,  from  whence  we  muft  conclude, 
that  thefe  gentlemen  think,  that  the  very  being 
of  our  conftitution  confifts,  not  only  in  having  a 
ftanding  army,  but  in  having  that  army  abfolutely 
and  intirely  dependent  on  the  crown  5  which  is  an 
opinion  fo  diredly  contrary  to  that  which  every 
man  ought  to  have  about  our  conftitution,  that  I 
am  forry  to  hear  of  its  being  entertained  by  any 
gentleman,  who  has  the  honour  cf  being  a  member 
of  this  houfe.  I  wifli  thofe  gentlemen  would  con- 
fider  a  little  better,  the  nature,  or  the  being  of  our 
conftitution,  and  the  many  alterations  that  have, 
from  time  to  time,  crept  into  it  •,  if  they  do,  they 
will  find  no  greater  novelty,  nor  can  they  find  one 
more  dangerous,  than  that  of  a  ftanding  army.  It 
is  not  as  yet,  I  hope,  a  part  of  our  conftitution, 
and  therefore,  what  is  now  propofed  cam^iot  be  an 
alteration  of  our  conftitution  •,  it  is  indeed  fo  far 
otherwife,  that  the  very  defign  of  it  is,  to  prevent 
our  conftitution's  being  altered,  b}''  a  ftanding  ar- 
my's being  hereafter  made  a  part  of  it  ^  or  at  leaft 
to  make  that  army  lefs  dangerous,  in  cafe  it  (liould 
become  abfolutely  necefl^ary  for  us  always  to  keep 
up  a  ftanding  arm}^ 

'  We  have  likewife  been  told.  Sir,  that  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  crown  is  a  part  of  our  conftitution, 
and  the  leflening  the  power  of  the  crown,  or  rob- 
bing the  crown  of  its  prerogative  (as  gentlemen 
have  been  i:)leafed  to  call  it)  is  an  alteration  of  our 

'  con- 
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conftitution.     For  my  own  part,  Sir,   I  have  no 
notion  of  any  legal  power  or  prerogative,  but  what 
is  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  5    nor  do  I 
think,  that  any  power  can  be  legal,  but  what  is 
originally  derived  from  the  community  ^   and  it 
is  certain,  that  all  the  power  that  is,  or  can  be 
given  hy  the  people,  muft  be  given  for  their  own 
protection  and  defence  :  Therefore,  if  the  people 
fliould  afterwards  find,  that  they  have  given  too 
much  •,  if  they  fliould  begin  to  forefee,  that  the 
power  they  have  given  may  come  to  be  of  dange- 
rous confequence  to  themfelves  ^   have  not  they 
reafon,  have  not  they  a  right,  to  take  back  what 
part  of  it  they  think  necelTary  for  their  own  fafe- 
ty  ?  This,  Sir,  is  the  proper  footing,  upon  which 
the  prefent  debate  ought  to  be  put  ^  and  taking  it 
upon  this  footing,  fiippofe,  that  this  power  of  re- 
moving the  officers  of  the  army,  were  a  part  of 
the  ancient  prerogative  of  the  crown  ^  if  the  Par- 
liament fliould  forefee,  that  this  power  might  be 
made  a  bad  ufe  of  ^  that  it  might  eaiily  be  turned 
towards  enflaving  the  people,  would  not  the  peo- 
ple have  a  right  to  take  it  from  the  crown  j  would 
It  not  be  their  duty  to  do  fo  ^  nay,  ought  not  the 
crown  willingly  and  freely  to  give  it  up  ? 
*  Gentlemen  have  next  endeavoured  to  frighten 
us  with  the  effects  of  this  propofition,  fliould  it  be 
pafTed  into  a  law  ^  they  fay  we  would  foon  fee  what 
fuch  an  independence  in  the  army  would  turn  to  ^ 
but,  for  God's  fake,  Sir,  is  not  the  army  to  be 
fl:ill  as  much  dependent  upon  King  and  Parliament, 
as  ever  they  were  before  ?  If  it  ihould  be  but  fu- 
fpeded,  that  any  officer,  or  any  number  of  officers, 
were  going  to  attempt  any  thing  againft  King 
and  Parliament,  could  not  the  King  immediately 
fufpend  them,  or  even  put  them  under  arrefl  •,  and 
could  not  the  Parliament,  as  foon  as  they  met,  ad- 
drefs  his  Majeftyto  remove  them  ?  Upon  thisoc- 
cafion,  I  ihall  beg  leave^  Sir,  to  ftate  the  difference 

*  of 
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of  the  two  cafes :  In  the  one  cafe,  an  army  intirely 
dependent  on  the  crown,  fo  much  at  the  mercy  of    • 
the  crown,  that,  let  the  merit  of  thofe  gentlemen 
in  their  military  capacity  be  never  fo  great  5  let 
their  fidelity  to  their  King  and  country  be  never 
fo  confpicuous  ^  let  their  paft  fervices  be  never  fo 
meritorious  *,  yet,  if  they  do  not  implicitly  obey 
all  the  orders  they  Ihall  receive  from  the  crown,  or 
rather  from  the  favourite  minifter  of  the  crown  i 
if  they  do  not  fubmit  to  propagate  the  moll  llavifh 
fchemes  of  a  projeding  minifter,  they  may  pro- 
bably be  turned  out  of  their  employments  in  the 
army  •,  and  thus,  after  having  wore  out  their  youth 
and  vigour  in  the  fervice  ot  their  country,  they 
may  at  laft,  and  in  their  old-age,  be  turned  adrift, 
and  reduced  to  a  ftarving  condition.     In  the  other 
cafe,  an  army  under  no  fuch  fervile  dependence, 
having  no  reafon  to  doubt  of  preferment  accord- 
ing to  their  merit,  and  certain  they  could  unt  be 
turned  out  of  the  places  they  have  purchafed  by 
their  long  fervices,  without  being  guilty  of  fome 
crime  or  of  fome  difhonourable  behaviour  ^  and 
having  the  conftitution,  and  the  laws  of  their  coun- 
try, as  a  fecurity  for  their  enjoying  all  thofe  ad- 
vantages as  long  as  they  live  -,  is  it  not,  Sir,  an 
eafy  matter  to  determine,  in  which  of  thefe  cafes 
an  army  may  be  of  moft  danger,  or  of  moft  fer« 
vice,  to  the  conftitution  of  this  country  ? 
'  I  will  allow  all  that  has  been  faid -about  the  vir- 
tue of  thofe,  who  are  at  prefent  the  officers  of  our 
army  5  about  their  beii^g  Engrif}:)men^  and  every 
thing  elfe,  that  has  been  laid,  or  can  be  faid,  in 
favour  of  the  characters  of  thofe  gentlemen  ^  but 
ftill  they  are  men,  and  every  body  knows,  that 
thofe  who  have  a  dependence,  perhaps  for  the  whole 
they  have  in  the  world,  muft  be  fomething  more 
than  men,  if  they  a6t  with  the  fame  freedom,  that 
they  would  do  if  they  were  under  no  fuch  influence 
*  or  dependence  ;  It  is  certain  ,  I  hope  the  gentle- 


*  men 
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men  of  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion,  even  thofe 
gentlemen  who  now  ftand  up  fo  zealoufly  for  the 
prerogative,  will  grant,  that  ours  is  a  limited  mo- 
narchy :  Our  conftitution  depends  upon  its  not  be- 
ing in  the  power  of  the  crown  to  break  thro'  thofe 
limits  which  are  prefcribed  by  law,  or  to  manage 
fo,  as  to  render  them  quite  inefFedtual  ,  for  when 
either  of  thefe  comes  to  be  the  cafe,  our  conftitu- 
tion will  be  at  an  end  ^  the  monarchy  can  no 
longer  be  faid  to  be  limited,  any  more  than  a  man 
can  be  faid  to  be  under  any  reftraint,  who,  tho' 
locked  up  in  a  room,  has  the  keys  in  his  pocket, 
and  may  open  the  doors  when  he  pleafes  5  or  has 
proper  materials  at  hand,  and  may  break  the  doors 
open,  and  walk  out  whenever  he  has  a  mind.  We 
are  therefore  never  to  give  a  power  to  the  crown, 
we  ought  not  to  leave  the  crown  in  the  poffeiiion 
of  a  power,  which  may  enable  any  future  King  to 
fhake  off  all  thofe  limitations,  which  the  royal 
power  ought  by  our  conftitution  to  be  fubjt(5t  to  : 
And  in  this  view  I  leave  it  to  every  gentleman  to 
confider,  whether  a  ftanding  armjs  under  the  pre- 
fent  circumftances,  or  under  the  regulations  now 
propofed,  does  portend  moft  danger  to  our  con- 
ftitution ?  For  my  own  part,  I  think  the  cafe  fo 
plain,  I  think  the  dangers  pretended,  from  what 
is  now  propofed,  fo  chimerical,  that  I  am  furprifed 
to  hear  the  motion  oppofed  by  any  gentleman, 
who  pretends  to  have  the  liberties,  or  the  happinefs 
of  his  country  truly  at  heart. 
'  But  in  particular,  Sir,  I  muft  at  prefent  obferve, 
that  if  no  notice  fhould  betaken  of  what  has  lately 
happened  •,  if  no  fuch  provifion,  as  is  intended  by 
the  bill  now  moved  for,  ftiould  be  made,  and  we 
Ihould  enter  into  a  war,  as  is  now  likely  we  may 
be  obliged  to  do,  what  encouragement  can  young 
gentlemen  of  noble  and  ancient  families  have  to 
go  into  the  army  ^  when  they  confider,  that  after 
having  often  ventured  their  lives  in  the  fervice  of 

^  their 
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'  their  country,  after  having  honourahly  acquired 
'  fome  preferment  in  the  axmy^  and  afterwards,  by 
'  a  natural  and  a  family- intere ft,  are  come  to  have 
'  feats  in  Parliament,  they  muft  then  be  obliged  to 
'  forfeit  all  thofe  preferments,  they  have  fo  honour- 
'  ably  acquired,  or  otherwife  to  make  themfelves  pro- 
'  ftitutes  to  an  infamous  and  wicked  adminifl:ration  ? 
'  After  this  melancholy  confideration.  Sir,  can  it  be 

*  prefumed,  that  any  gentleman  of  honour  will  en- 

*  gage  with  that  alacrity  in  the  army,  as  he  would 
'  do,  if  he  were  afTured  of  preferving  and  enjoying 
'  whatever  pofts  he  may  have  in  the  army,  with  the 
'  fame  honour  and  integrity,  with  which  he  acquired 
'  them  ?  This,  Sir,  makes  it  more  particularly  ne- 

*  ceffary  at  prefent,  to  agree  to  the  proportion  now 

*  made  to  us  j  and  as  I  think  it  makes  no  encroach- 

*  ment  upon  our  conftitution,  but  is,  upon  the  con- 

*  trary,  a  very  neceflary  amendment  •,  as  I  think  it 
'  for  the  honour  of  Parliament,  and  no  way  incon- 
'  fiftent  with  the  honour  or  fafety  of  the  crown,  I 

*  fhall  therefore  moft  heartily  agree  to  it/ 

Sir  WilUam  Totige,     '  Sir,  It  is  faid,  I  remem- qr  jn//i^,« 

*  ber,  in  a  printed  paper  which  I  read  lately,  that  ^p^^'^J^! 

*  the  revolution  had  not  brought  our  conftitution 
'  to  that  perfedion  which  it  ought  to  have  done  ^ 

*  but  that  fome  amendments  were  ftill  wanting, 
'  and  feemed  to  be  abfolutely  neceffary.     I  was 

*  indeed  at  fome  lofs,  to  think  what  the  amendments 

*  were,  which  thofe  reforming  geniuffes  pointed  at  ^ 
'  but  now  the  fecret  is  in  fome  part  out  ^  for  the  pro- 
'  pofition  now  in  debate  I  veril3r  believe  to  be  one 

*  of  thofe  neceffary  am.endments  they  thought  of; 

*  but  the  gentlemen,  who  hai'e  fpoke  before  me, 
'  have  fufficiently  proved,  that   this   amendment 

*  would  be  fo  far  from  improving  our  conftitution,  or 

*  rendering  it  m.ore  fecure,  that  it  would  in  a  great 

*  meafure  deftroy  it :  And  if  the  other  amend- 
{  ments,  their  wifdoms  have  projedcd,  be  of  the 

*  fame 
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*  fame  nature  with  this,  I  am  afraid  the  people  of 
'  England  will  not  think  themifelves  much  obliged 
^  to  them,  for  the  trouble  they  have  taken  in  pro- 

*  jedting  fuch  amendments. 

'  We  know,  Sir,  that  the  people  of  this  nation 

*  have  generally  been  divided  into  parties,  and  that 

*  party,  which  1  have  always  been  proud  to  reckon 

*  myfelf  one  of,  has  generally,  tho'  very  wrongfully, 

*  been  called  the  republican  party  •,  but  if  I,  or  any 
'  other  gentleman  in  this  houfe,  who  has  had  the  ho- 

*  nour  of  being  reputed  a  Whigg,  fhould  come  into 
'  this  propofition^we  fhould  juftly  deferve  that  name, 

*  which  thofe  of  another  party  have  always  given  us 
'  b}^  way  of  reproach  ,  for  it  is  certain,  that,  if  this 

*  proportion  fhould  take  place  our  chief  magiftrate 

*  could  not  properly  be  called  a  King  \  he  would  not 

*  have  fo  much  power  left  him,  as  the  Stadtholder 
^  of  the  republic  of  Holland  has  always  enjoyed. 

'  The  honourable  gentleman,  who  fpoke  laft,  in- 

*  filled  much  upon  the  danger  of  an  army's  depend- 
'  ing  upon  the  crown,  and  talked  of  turning  officers 

*  adrift,  and  reducing  them  to  a  ftarving  condition  ^ 

*  but  let  us,  Sir,  confult  our  own  hiftories,  and  fee, 
'  whether  an  army  depending  upon  the  crown,  or 

*  an  army  depending  upon  the  Parliament,  has  done 

*  mofl:  harm  to  our  conftitution :  We  fhall  there 
'  fee,  that  an  army  of  the  latter  kind  was  fo  far  from 

*  improving,  or  doing  good  to  our  conftitution,  that 
'  they  very  quickly  overturned  it-,  they  foon  brought 

*  the  King  from  the  throne  to  the  fcaffold  ^  they 

*  turned   both  Lords  and  Commons  out  of  doors, 

*  and  then  fet  up  a  moft  arbitrar}''  government  of 

*  their  own  :  Whereas  an  army  of  the  firfl  kind  has 

*  often  preferved  the  conflitution  j  an  army  much 

*  more  dependent  upon  the  crown,  than  our  army  is 
'  at  prefent,  was,  we  know,  fo  far  from  fupporting 

*  the  crown  in  attempts  againft  the  liberties  of  the 

*  people,  that  moft  of  the  army  joined  with  the  peo- 

*  pie  in  vindicating  their  liberties,  even  againft  a 

:  King, 
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King,  upon  whom  they  had  a  moft  abfolute  de- 
pendence ^  and  while  our  army  confifts  only  of 
our  own  countrymen,  and  is  commanded  by  gen- 
tlemen of  good  families  and  fortunes  in  the  king- 
dom, we  may  always  expedt  from  them  the  fame 
honourable  behaviour. 

'  As  for  turning  officers  adrift,  and  reducing  them 
to  a  ftarving  condition,  it  is  certain  that  no  fuch 
thing  can  ever  happen  to  any  officer,  that  is  a 
member  of  this  houfe,  let  him  vote,  or  behave  in 
this  houfe,  in  whatever  manner  he  will  ^  for  his 
very  qualification,  the  eftate  he  muft  have  in  his 
own  right  and  poffeffion,  in  order  to  qualify  him 
for  having  a  feat  in  Parliament,  will  always  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  afford  him  a  comfortable  fubfifience  •  fo 
that  if  he  has  any  honour^  or  any  regard  to  his 
country,  the  fear  of  being  turned  out  of  his  poft  in 
the  army,  can  never  prevail  upon  him  to  give  a 
vote  in  this  houfe  contrary  to  what  he  thinks  right. 
And  if  we  can  fuppofe,  that  any  officer,  who  is 
now,  or  ever  may  be  in  this  houfe,  has  neither 
honour,  nor  regard  to  his  country,  with  fuch  a  man 
the  hopes  of  preferment  will  work  as  eifedually, 
as  the  fears  of  extreme  neceifity  can  be  fuppofed 
to  work  with  any  man  of  common  honour  ^  but 
as  no  fuch  thing  can,  in  my  opinion,  be  fuppofed, 
we  have  no  occafion  to  give  ourfelves  any  trouble, 
much  lefs  to  run  ourfelves  into  evident  dangers, 
in  order  to  provide  againft  it. 
'  In  fhort.  Sir,  I  can  fee  no  necelFity  for  our  ma- 
king fuch  an  alteration  in  our  conftitution  ^  I  can 
fee  no  caufe  for  our  making  fuch  an  attack  upon 
the  prerogative  of  the  crown  j  it  may  be  produc- 
tive of  great  mifchiefs,  but  cannot,  I  am  fure,  pro- 
duce any  good.  And  as  for  ufing  the  officers  ill, 
the  gentlemen  of  the  army,  who  are  now  in  the 
houfe,  are  themfelves  the  beft  judges,  by  which 
fide  of  the  queflion  they  are  worft  ufed  •,  and  their 
I  way  of  voting  upon  this  queftion  will  be  the  beft 
2  *  proof 
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proof  of  their  judgment  in  that  particular ;  As  for 
my  oivn  ])art,  I  really  think  the  propofition  fo  un- 
reafonable,  and  fo  inconfiftent  with  the  principles 
even  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  fupport  it,  that  1  did 
not  at  Hrft  believe  it  could  have  bore  fo  long  a 
debate/ 


Other  fpea-      Sir  Tbowas  Saim^afon  fpolce  next  in  favour  of  the 

^^^^'         propofition  ^    Lord  Glenorchy  againft  it  5    Sir  John 

Barnard  for  it  i    Colonel   Mordaunt    and   Dan'ul 


Sir  Kol'cv 
M'.tip'yle's 
fpeech. 


Forbids,  Efq-,  againfl  it  j  and  then 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  flood  up  and 

fpoke  as  follows,  viz.    '  When  I  firfl:  heard,  Sir, 

that  fijch  a  motion  as  what  is  now  before  us,  was 

to  be  made  to  this  houfe,  I  confidered  with  myfelf, 

what  it  was  that  had  given  occafion  for  gentlenien's 

thinking  of  making  fuch  an  innoi^ation  in  our  con- 

ftitution,  what  view  or  defign  they  had,  and  what 

form  of  government  they  aimed  at  :    As  to  all 

which  particulars  I  found  myfelf  intirel}^  at  a  lofs. 

We  have  heard,  Sir,  of  monarchies,  ariftocracies, 

democracies,    of  oligarchies  and  anarchies,    but 

fhould  this  propofition  take  place,  I  am  perfuaded/" 

the  government  of  this  country  would  foon  become* 

what  majr  be  called  a  ftratocracy,  an  army-govern-1 

ment,  which  is  a  fort  of  government  was  never  jet^^ 

I  believe,  eftablifhed  in  any  country,  and  fuch  a 

government  as,  I  believe,  no  man  in  this  nation 

would  be  fond  of :  I  fhall  not  run  out  in  cample- 

ments  to  the  gentlemen  of  the  army,  but  I  hope 

thofe  gentlemen  will  not  take  it  amifs  if  I  fay,* 

that  I  do  not  defire  to  give  up  our  prefent  form  of 

government,  in  order  to  come  under  their  govern--, 

ment.  ^  ^  ^  .  { 

*'^  As  for  trials,  Sir,  by  martial  law,  I  believe  no" 

gentleman  will  difpute,  but  that  they  have  hitherto^ 

been  very  juft  and  impartial  ^  but  if  the  officers^ 

Ihould  be  once  made  independent  of  all  other  pow-~ 
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er,  we  do  not  know  what  thofe  trials  might  tuvp 
to :  I  neither  can,  no  fliall  fay  any  thing  to -re- 
flect upon  the  gentlemen  who  are  judges  in  fuich 
trials,  but  we  muft  all  allow,  rhat  the  nature  of 
mankind  is  fuch,  that  everyone  has  an  attachment 
to,  and  a  byafs  in  favour  of  tliofe  he  lookb  on  to 
be  of  the  fame  body  with  himfelf  5  mercha'nts',  law- 
yers, even  the  meaneft  fort  of  tradefmen,  fhew  a 
partiality  in  favour  of  one*another  ^  and  why  we 
fhould  look  upon  the  officers  of  the  army  to  be 
lefs  liable  to  thofe  natural  partialities,  than  any 
other  fet  of  men,  I  cannot  really  fee  any  reafon 
foi"  ^  therefore  I  am  apt  to  believe,  that  if  this 
propofition  fhould  be  once  paffed  into  a  law,  it 
would  not  be  x)ofrible  to  remove  any  officer  frorh 
his  commilTion  by  the  fentence  of  a  court  martial^ 
as  long  as  he  p)referved  a  character  and  an  intefefl: 
ia  the  army,  which  of  courfe  would  encourage 
them  in  the  boldeft  attempts  againft  the  conftitu^ 
tion,  and  the  government  of  their  country. 
'  Gentlemen  have  told  us.  Sir,  that  generals  are 
ftill  to  be  removable  by  the  King  at  pleafure,  and 
that  all  other  officers  are  ftill  to  be  removable  hj 
his  Majefty  and  the  Parliament  5  but  I  believe  it 
.will  be  granted,  that  though  the  King  fhould  moft 
evidently  fee  a  very  juft  caufe  for  removing  a 
general  officer,  he  might  not  find  it  fafe  to  do  fo, 
without  removing  at  the  fame  time  a  great  num- 
ber of  inferior  officers,  whom  he  knew  to  be  de- 
penders  upon  that  general,  and  perhaps  affociated 
with  him  in  the  lame  wicked  defigns :    And  if 
officers  were  made  fecure  of  their  commiffions  for 
life,  it  would  add  fo  much  weight  to  their  intereft 
through  the  whole  kingdom,  that  they  might  foon 
get  fuch  an  influence  in  both  houfes  of  Parliament, 
as  woi^ld  make  it  impoflible  to  procure  an  addrefsi 
from  either  houfe,  for  the  removal  of  any  of  them  ^ 
beiides,  the  very  calling  of  the  Parliameat  toge- 
ther,  which  cannot  be  done  fuddenlya  would  give 
JoL.  XI,  F  f  '  th^ 
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*  the  alarm  to  thofe  officers,  who  might  be  engaged 

*  in  a  confpiracy  for  feizing  the  government  into 

*  their  own  hands,    whereby  they  would  have  an 

*  opportunity  of  carrying  their  defigns  into  execu- 
'  tion,  before  the  government  could  by  any  means 
^  prevent  them. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  we  would  be  in  continual  danger  of 

*  falling  intirely  under  the  government  of  our  army, 
'  and  I  am  fure  there  is  nothing  has  of  late  happen- 

*  ed,  that  can  give  occafion  for  our  running  ourfelves 
'  into  any  fuch  danger.  What  tho'  his  Majefty  has 
'  lately  thought  fit  to  remove  two  gentlemen  from 
'  their  commands  in  the  army  ^  can  the  removing 
'  of  two  gentlemen  only,   in  a  courfe  offo  many 

*  years,  be  called  modelling  or  garbling  the  army  ? 
'  Can  it  be  faid,  that  the  gentlemen  who  have  fuc- 

*  ceeded  them  are  not  men  of  as  good  families,  of 
'  as  great  eftates,  and  of  as  untainted  characters  as 

*  any  gentlemen  in  the  kingdom  ?  furely,  Sir,  this 

*  cannot  be  call'd  garbling,  which,  as  has  been  al- 

*  ready  faid,  muft  imply  the  removal  of  the  moft 

*  worthy,  and  tlie  putting  of  the  moft  unworthy  in- 
'  to  their  places  ^  and  this,  I  am  convinced,  the  an- 
'  grieft  man  in  this  houfe  will  not  pretend  to  be  the 

*  cafe  at  prefent. 

'  It  is  certain,    there  v/ere  never  any  removals 

*  made,  but  what  occafioned  various  fpeculations, 

*  when  the  reafons  why  they  were  made  were  not 
'  publicly  known :    in  fuch  cafes,  every  man  who 

*  is  ignorant  of  the  true  reafon,  is  apt  toaffign  fome 

*  reafon  of  his  own  invention  ^  but  of  all  the  removals 

*  that  I  have  ever  heard  of,  whatever  talk  they  might 

*  occafion  without  doors,    there  never  was  any  of 

*  them  that  occafioned  any  propofition  or  motion  in 

*  this  houfe  ^  no  pretence  was  ever  taken  from  any 

*  fuch,  to  rob  the  crown  of  its  prerogative,  or  to  al- 

*  ter  our  conftitution  in  any  part.     Even  when  the 

*  great  Duke  of  Marlborough  was  removed,  there 
'  was  no  fuch  propofition  as  this  ever  thought  on : 

^The 
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The  removal  of  that  great  man  I  remember  well  j 
and  I  remember  too  the  arts  that  were  ufed  bj  his 
enemies,  firft  to  procure,  and  then  to  juftify  his  re- 
moval. What  gentlemen  would  do  by  the  bill 
now  propofed,  was  the  very  crime  pretended  to 
be  laid  to  his  charge :  it  was  pretended,  that  he 
was  contriving  how  to  get  himfelf  made  general 
for  life ;  that  he  was  become  too  great  for  his  mi- 
ftrefs  ^  and  had  thrown  off  all  dependence  upon 
the  crown  ;  that  he  aimed  at  being  made  perpetual 
didtator  ^  and  to  give  fome  fort  of  colour  for  the 
fpreading  of  this  calumny,  I  remember,  that  a  cer- 
tain zealous  gentleman  of  thofe  days,  fent  a  large 
prefent  to  Mr.  Booths  and  told  him,  it  was  for  the 
part  he  adted  in  the  tragedy  of  Cato^  againft  the 
perpetual  Dictator.  This  fhews.  Sir,  that  it  was 
then  looked  on  as  a  great  crime  for  an  officer  to 
endeavour  to  be  indejpendent  of  the  crown  ^  and 
why  it  fhould  now  appear  in  a  light  fo  different, 
as  to  make  the  people  think  it  neceffary  to  make 
a  law  for  that  very  purpofe,  I  cannot  imagine. 
'  We  know.  Sir,  that  great  endeavours  have  he^n 
of  late  ufed  to  make  it  be  believed  abroad,  that 
this  is  a  divided  nation,  that  the  people  are  difaf- 
feded  *.  hitherto  all  fuch  endeavours  have  had  but 
very  little  eifedt  *,  but  if  this  propofition  flieuld 
pafs  into  a  law,  will  not  foreigners  have  reafon  to 
believe  what  they  have  heard  ?  They  cannot  ima- 
gine, that  the  removing  of  two  colonels  of  regi- 
ments, could  have  produced  fuch  a  law  ^  but  will 
naturally  fay,  what  we  have  heard  we  fee  now  to 
be  true  ^  the  Parliament  has  no  confidence  in  the 
King,  and  therefore  they  have  taken  from  him 
that  power  which  all  his  predecefTors  enjoyed.  Is 
this,  Sir,  an  opinion  which  we  ought  at  any  time 
to  encourage  or  promote  among  cur  neighbours 
abroad,  but  efpecially  at  prefent,  when  a  jull  opi- 
nion of  the  unanimity  and  ftrength  of  this  nation, 
*  may  be  fo  neceflary  for  prefervjng  a  juft  balance 

Ff2  !of 


456  Parliamentary      A.  1734. 

*  of  power  in  Europe,  and  confequentl}^  the  very 

*  being  of  this  nation  t* 

*  In  fhort.  Sir,  the  regulation  now  propofed  can 

*  produce  no  good,  it  may  produce  a  multitude  of 

*  mifchiefs,  and  therefore  I  think  we  fhould  all  fay, 

*  upon  this  occafion,  Nolmmis  Leges  Angliie  mutare^ 

lord  D-        Lord  Catherloiigh,     '  I  cannot  tut  fay,  Sir,  that 

f^echf '   '  ^h^  officers  of  the  army  are  very  much  obliged  to 

'  the  gentlemen  who  are  for  agreeing  to  the  propo- 

'  fition  now  before  you ;  but  I  look  upon  it  as  a 

*  certain  maxim,  that  no  man  can  be  a  proper  judge 

*  in  his  own  caufe,  and  as  1  have  the  honour  to  be 
'  in  the  army,  I  look  upon  myfelf  as  a  party  con- 

*  cerned,  and  therefore,  I  think,  I  can  neither  in 

*  honour  or  confcience  offer  to  give  my  vote  upon 

*  the  queftion. 

After  w^hich  hislordfhip  withdrew,  and  then  the 
queftion  was  put,  and  carried  in  the  negative,  with- 
out any  diviiion. 

Motion  re-  After  this  affair  was  over,  Samuel  Sandys^  Efq^ 
ruke^ofBlz-go^  "P'  ^^^^  fpoke  to  the  following  effed,  viz.  '  Sir, 
lowandLord'  what  gave  rife  to  the  propofition  lafl  before  you, 
cuh^m]     *  I  believe  mofl:  gentlemen  in  this  houfe  may  eafily 

*  guefs  :  It  was  often  mentioned  in  the  lafl  debate, 

*  and  as  in  the  courfe  of  that  debate,  no  gentleman 
^  pretended  to  juftify  what  has  lately  happened,  I 

*  have  a  queftion  in  my  hand  which  I  hope  will 
'  meet  with  no  oppofition,  and  therefore.  Sir,  I  fhall 

*  take  the  liberty  to  move,  That  an  humble  addiefs 

*  be  prefented  to  his  Majefl}'',  humbly  to  defire  his 

*  Majefty,  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  in- 
^  form  this  houfe,  by  whofe  advice  it  was  that  his 

*  Majefly  was  pleafed  to  difcharge  his  Grace  Charles 
^  Duke  of  Bolton^  and  the  right  hou.  Richard  Lord 

*  Vifcount  Cobham,  from  the  regiments  lately  under 

*  their  fcveral  commands,  and  what  crimes  were  al- 

!  ledged 
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*  ledged  againft  them,   which  were  the  occafion 

*  thereof.' 

William  Pulteney,  Efq-,  '  I  ftand  up,  Sir,  to  fe-Mj;^;^^^;;^ 
cond  the  motion  made  by  my  worthy  friend,  which  "'^* 
I  hope  will  meet  with  much  better  fuccefs  than  the 
laft  motion  we  had  before  us  :  The  laft,  indeed, 
was  called  by  fome  gentlemen,  an  attack  upon 
the  prerogative,  an  aifront  to  the  crown,  and  a 
great  many  other  hard  names,  which  I  thought  it 
very  little  deferved  ^  but  I  am  fure  there  cannot 
be  the  leaft  colour  of  reafon  for  making  fuch  ob- 
jedions,  or  for  giving  fuch  nam^s  to  the  motion 
now  made  to  you  :  On  the  contrary,  it  is  {hewing 
a  great  tendernefs,  and  a  moft  dutiful  refped  to  his 
Majefty.  The  removal  of  thofe  two  noble  Lords 
from  their  commands  in  the  army,  was  what  no 
gentleman  in  the  late  debate  fo  much  as  endea- 
voured to  excufe,  moft  (eemed  rather  to  condemn, 
and  all  the  world  without-doors  had,  we  know, 
before  condem.ned  it.  Since  then,  the  removal  of 
thofe  two  noble  Lords  is  looked  on  to  be  a  wrong 
ftep,  and  fince  his  Majefty  cannot,  by  law,  be 
fuppofed  to  do  any  wrong,  we  ought  therefore, 
in  duty  to  the  crown,  to  prefent  fuch  an  addrefs  as 
is  now  propofed  to  us,  that  his  Majefty  may  be 
freed  from  the  fufpicion  of  doing  any  thing  that 
is  wrong,  that  the  wicked  perfon  who  advifed  it 
may  be  pointed  out  to  the  world,  and  that  the 
reproach  of  fuch  a  meafure  may  fall  where  it 
ought. 

'  If  ever  it  flianld  happen,  Sir,  to  be  the  cafe  of 
this  nation,  that  a  minifter  grown  infolent  in 
power,  ftiould  dare  to  tell  his  matter.  If  you  do 
not  difmifs  fuch  a  man,  or  fuch  another,  I  muft 
abandon  you,  I  can  no  longer  fupport  your  govern- 
rnent  ^  and  by  fuch  language  fhould  prevail  on 
hii.H  to  difmifs  fome  of  his  moft  faithful  fervants* 
only  Lecaufe  they  had  honourably  oppofed  fome 

F  f  3  [  wicked 
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*  wicked  attempt  upon  the  liberties  of  their  coiin- 

*  try  :  I  fay,  Sir,  if  ever  any  one  minifter,  who 
'  folely  ingrofTed  the  ear  of  his  matter,  fhould  ar- 

*  rive  at  fuch  an  infolence  in  power,   the  King 

*  v/ould  no  longer  be  the  firft  man,  he  would  be 

*  but  the  firft  flave  in  the  nation  ;   and  in  fuch  a 

*  cafe  would  it  not  be  the  duty  of  Parliament,  would 

*  not  they  be  bound  in  duty,  both  to  their  country 

*  and  King,  to  defire  to  know  who  it  was  that  ad- 

*  vifed  fuch  meafures,  and  what  were  the  reafons 

*  for  taking  fuch  ?    This,  Sir,  is  not,  I  hope,  the 

*  cafe  at  prefent  ^  but  as  the  removing  of  thofe  two 
'  noble  Lords  has  been  condemned  by  the  whole 

*  nation,  it  is  fufficient  for  juftifying  us  in  the  ap- 
'  plication  now  propofed  :  Let  us  know  who  gave 

*  the  advice  •,  it  was  a  wicked  ^3ne,  and  the  wicked- 
^  nefs  of  it  will  be  ftill  more  apparent,  if  it  fhall 

*  appear,  that  thofe  who  gave  it  dare  not  avow  their 

*  reafons  for  giving  it/ 

After  fome  time's  paffmg  witliout  any  gentlem.an's 
xifing  to  {peak,  but  only  a  call  for  the  queftion. 

Sir  mii}am      S'lV  WUl'mm  IVyndham  flood  up,  and  fpoke  in  fub- 
(tecchr"'  ftance  as  follows,  vh.    '  Whether  or  no  there  are 

*  any  gentlemen  in  the  houfe  againfl:  the  queftion, 

*  cannot,  as  yet,  be  determined  ^  but  if  there  are, 

*  I  was  in  hopes,  Sir,  they  would  have  flood  up,  and 
^  have  given  the  houfe  fome  fatisfadtion,  as  to  their 

*  reafons  for  being  againfl  a  queftion,  which  feems 

*  to  be  highly  approved  of  by  feveral  gentlemen  in 

*  this  houfe.     What  the  caufe  of  their  filence  may 

*  be,  I  ftiall  not  pretend  to  guefs,  but  it  feems  we 

*  are  to  have  no  other  fatisfadion  from  them,  but 
I  only  a  call  for  the  queftion. 

"   *  In  my  opinion,  Sir,  the  affair  now  before  us 

*  deferves  a  much  more  decent  treatment,  if  it  were 
^  for  no  other  reafon,  but  becaufe  the  names  of  two 
\  jioble  Lords  are  mentioned  in  the  queftion,  both  of 

'  whom 
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*  \fhom  have  done  great  fervices  to  their  country, 
^  but  one  in  particular.     As  I  do  not  mean.  Sir,  to 

*  complement  the  one,  neither  will  I  depreciate  the 
'  fei vices  of  the  other,  and  tlierefore  I  fay  they  have 

*  both  done  great  fervices,  though  in  different  capa- 
^  cities  ^  but  whoever  remembers  the  late  vvar,  which 

*  was  carried  on  fo  much  to  the  honour  of  this  na- 

*  tion,  mull:  remember  how  often  honourable  men- 

*  tion  was  then  made  in  our  gazettes,  of  Sir  Richard 

*  Tempk  :  In  moft  of  the  accounts  tranfmitted  to  us 

*  from  Flanders,  either  «f  battles  or  fieges,  his  name 
^  generally  ftood  among  the  foremoft  in  the  lift  of 

*  tliofe  gallant  officers,  who  bravely  ventured  their 
'  lives  in  the  fervice  of  their  country.     And  if  we 

*  look  upon  his  behaviour  in  the  fenate,  it  is  as 

*  much  to  his  honour  as  his  fervice  in  ihQ  field  :  In 
^  the  laft  he  has  always  aded  as  a  good  officer  and 
^  a  brave  foldier,  in  the  defence  of  his  country-  in 

*  the  firft  he  has  always  behaved  as  a  faithful  fubjeci: 

*  and  a  good  counfellor  to  his  King  ^  and  that  fuch 
'  a  man  fhould  be  one  of  the  firft  to  fall  a  facrifice 

*  to  minifterial  refentment,  is  what  muft  give  a  juft 

*  alarm  to  all  the  honeft  part  of  mankind  :  It  is 
^  what  principally  gave  rile  to  this  day's  debate, 
^  and,  in  particular,   to  the   motion  now  before 

*  3^ou,  which  I  very  much  approve  of  ^  and  if  no 
^  gentleman  thinks  fit  to  fay  any  thing  againft  it, 
'  I  can  hardly  doubt  of  its  being  unanimoufljr 

*  agreed  to.' 

Ko  other  gentleman  offering  to  fpeak,  the  que- 
ftion  was  put,  and,  upon  a  divifion,  carried  in  the 
negative,  by  a  confiderable  majority. 

By  the  methods  of  proceeding  obferved  in  tho, 
houfe  of  Commons,  no  bill  can  be  brought  into  that 
houfe,  till  fome  member  rifes  up  in  his  place,  and 
moves  for  leave  to  bring  in  fuch  a  bill,  and  if  the 
majority  of  the  houfe  agrees  to  the  motion,  they  then 
name  a  com   ittee  for  drawing  up  fijch  a  bill  as  was 

F  ^  4  moved 
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moved  for,  and  after  the  committee  have  drawn  it 
up,  they  then  prefent  it  to  the  houfe.  This  is  the 
method  of  introducing  bills  into  the  houfe  of  C^m- 
mons  •,  but  in  the  houfe  of  Lords  it  is  otherwife  : 
Every  Lord  has  the  privilege  of  prefenting  to  that 
houfe  any  bill  he  pleafes  to  draw  up  5  which  bill 
is  always  read  a  firft  time  ^  then  the  Lord  that  pre- 
fented  it,  or  fome  other,  moves  for  a  fecond  read- 
ing 5  upon  which  motion  a  debate  enfues,  if  any 
Lords  in  the  houfe  are  againft  bringing  in  or  paffing 
any  fuch  bill. 
Bin  for  Upon  the  very  fame  day  that  the  laft  mentioned 

thfarmy^  debate  happened  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  his  grace 
Thehod-t''"^^^  Duke  of  Marlborough  prefented  to  the  houfe  of 
of  Lords.    Lords,  the  bill,  intitled,  An  a^  for  the  better  f ecu- 
ring  the  corfthiition^  by  preventing  the  officers^  &c.    of 
which  the  following  is  a  copy. 

An  aci  for  the  better  fecuring  the  conjiitution^  by  pre' 
venting  the  officers  of  fuch  land  forces^  as  {hall  at 
any  time  be  allowed  by  authority  of  Parliament^  from 
being  deprived  of  their  comniilfwns^  otherwife  than 
by  judgment  of  a  court  martiai  to  be  held  for  that 
purpofe,  or  by  addrefs  of  either  houfe  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

WHEREAS  no  ftanding  army  can,  in 
time  of  peace,  be  raifed  or  kept  up  with- 
in this  realm,  but  by  authority  of  Parliament  : 
And  whereas  the  fafety  and  liberties  of  this  nation 
do  (in  a  great  meafjre)  depend  upon  the  experi- 
ence and  virtue  of  the  officers,  to  whom  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  Ihould  be  intrufted,  whenever 
any  military  force  ihall  be  judged  proper  to  be 
raifed  or  kept  on  foot :  Now,  to  the  end  that 
perfons  of  fortune  and  virtue  may  be  encouraged 
to  expofe  their  lives  for  the  fafety  and  liberties  of 
their  country,  and  not  be  fubj^6t,  by  fecret  and 
malicious  reprefentations,  to  be  cafhiered  or  re- 

^  moved 
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moved  from  their  refpedive  polls  in  the  army, 
without  any  charge  or  pretence  of  negled  or  breach 
of  duty,  or  without  any  examination  or  trial 
whatfoever  :  May  it  pleafe  your  moft  excellent 
Majefty,  that  it  may  be  enafted,  and  be  it  enact- 
ed by  the  King's  moft  excellent  Majefty,  by  and 
with  the  confent  of  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral, and  commons  in  this  prefent  Parliament 
affembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  That 
from  and  after  the  day  of 

no  captain  of  any  of  his  Majefty 's  troops  of 
guards,  or  any  commiffion-officer  under  them, 
nor  any  colonel,  lieutenant-colonel,  or  major  of 
the  regiment?  or  captain,  lieutenant,  cornet  or  en- 
Hgn  of  any  troop  or  company,  belonging  to  any 
regiment,  or  of  any  independent  troop  or  compa- 
ny, or  any  officer  under  them,  having  his  com- 
miffion  from  the  crown,  Ihall  be  caftiiered  or  re- 
moved (other  than  to  an  higher  poft)  or  diicharged 
from  his  commiilion,  or  be  deprived  of  the  pay 
belonging  to  the  fame,  in  an}'  other  manner  than 
is  hereafter  prefcribed,  any  ufage  to  the  contrary 
notwithftanding. 

*  And  be  it  farther  enabled,  by  the  authority  a- 
forefaid,  That  if  any  of  the  officers  before-named 
ftiall  be  guilty  of  any  breach  of  duty,  or  otherwife 
mifbehave  themfelves  in  the  faid  offices,  That 
then  it  fliall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  Majefty, 
his  h«irs  and  fucceftbrs,  to  grant  acommiffion  un- 
der his  or  their  fign  manual,  to  any  officer,  not 
under  the  degree  of  a  field-officer,  to  try  fuch  per- 
fon  by  a  court  martial,  in  fuch  manner  and  form, 
and  fubjed  to  fuch  rules,  regulations  and  methods 
of  trial,  as  have  been  ufually  obferved  in  courts 
martial,  for  trying  perfons  for  negled  of  duty, 
or^  other  mifhehaviour  in  the  army,  and  to  ca- 
Ihier,  remove,  or  difcharge  any  officer  whatfo- 
ever, if  fuch  court  martial  (hall  adjudge  the  fame  5 

*  any 
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'  any  thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  not- 
'  withftanding, 

'  Provided  always,  That  nothing  herein  contain- 

*  ed  fliall  extend,  or  be  conftrued  to  extend,  to  hin- 
'  der  or  prevent  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  or  fucceflbrs, 
^  from  difhanding,  breaking  or  reducing  all,  or  any 

*  of  the  regiments,  troops  or  companies,  now  in  be- 

*  ing,  or  which  fhall  or  may  be  raifed  hereafter, 

*  whenever  his  Majefty,   his  heirs  or  fuccefTors, 

*  fhall  think  fit  to  difband  or  reduce  the  fame, 

'  Provided  alfo,  That  it  Ihall  and  may  be  lawful 
'  for  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fuccelTors,  to  ca- 

*  ftiier  or  remove  any  officer  whatfoever,  upon  an 
'  addrefs  from  either  houfe  of  Parliament  for  that 
^  purpofe/ 

His  Grace  introduced  the  bill  with  a  fpeech,  ex- 
plaiiiing  the  nature  of  the  bill,  and  the  neceffity  that 
there  was  for  making  fome  fuch  regulations,  in  a 
countr}'-  which  gloried  in  the  name  of  liberty,  and 
v/here  the  people  were  fo  happy  as  to  preferve  that 
freedom,  after  moft  of  their  neighbours  had  loft 
theirs,  by  the  very  means  which  he  propofed  to  ob- 
viate, by  the  bill  he  then  prefented  to  that  houfe. 
Upon  the  queftion  s  being  put  for  a  fecond  reading 
of  this  bill,  there  arofe  the  following  debate. 

For  fome  time  after  the  motion  for  a  fecond  read- 
ing, no  Lord  ftood  up  to  fpeak  either  for  or  againft 
it,  only  fome  called  for  the  queftion,  and  v/hen  the 
queftion  was  juft  going  to  be  put, 

The  Earl  of     The  Earl  of  ChefterfieM  ftood  up,  and  fpoke  as 

^f^*^t[f^^^'' follows,  vh,    '  My  Lords,  as  there  feem  to  be 

'  fome  of  your  Lordftiips  againft  the  fecond  reading 

*  of  this  bill,  I  am  furprifed  to  hear  the  queftion  fo 

*  much  infifted  on,  before  any  Lord,  who  feems^  to 
'  be  againft  a  fecond  reading,  has  ftood  up  to  give 

*  any  one  rcafon  for  his  being  fo.    If  any  motion  is 

1  made. 
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made,  if  any  bill  is  prefented  to  this  houfe,  were 
it  an  affair  of  no  confequence,  yet  it  is  a  refped: 
due  to  the  noble  Lord  who  makes  the  motion,  or 
prefents  the  bill,  not  to  put  a  negative  upon  it 
without  giving  fome  reafons  for  fo  doing  ;  but 
in  the  prefent  cafe  it  cannot  be  pretended,  but 
that  the  bill  now  prefented  to  us  is  an  affair  of  the 
utmoft  confequence  ^  tlie  bill  offered  to  us  is,  in 
my  opinion,  not  only  a  good,  but  a  neceffary  bill, 
and  the  noble  Duke  has  given  fo  ftrong  reafons 
for  its  pafling,  that  I  hope  your  Lordihips  will  not 
fo  much  as  endeavour  to  put  a  negative  upon  it^ 
without  firft  giving  fome  fort  of  a  reafon  for  what 
you  are  about  to  do. 

^  Such  a  method  of  proceeding,  my  lords,  is  be- 
neath the  dignity  of  this  houfe,  it  will  really  look 
as  if  fomething  elfe  than  reafon  and  argument  pre- 
vailed in  this  houfe  .,  and  if  a  fecond  reading  of  a 
bill  of  fuch  confequence  be  in  fuch  a  manner  refu- 
fed,  I  am  fure  the  world  will  conclude,  that  no 
good  reafon  could  be  given  for  fo  doing,  which, 
ofcourfe,  muft  bring  this  houfe  into  the  utmoli 
contempt,  in  the  opinion  of  the  generality  of  the 
nation  :  This  is  a  confequence  that,  I  am  con- 
vinced, every  one  of  your  Lordfliips  muft  think 
yourfelves  concerned  in,  and  therefore  I  hope  that 
fome  of  thofe  Lords  who  are  to  give  their  nega- 
tive to  the  fecond  reading  of  this  bill,  will  ftand 
up  and  give  us  their  reafons  for  being  of  tliat 
opinion  :  At  prefent  my  opinion  happens  to  be 
different  from  theirs,  but  I  now  declare  to  them, 
that  if  fufficient  anfwers  are  not  made  to  every 
objedion  they  fliall  Hart  againft  the  fecond  read- 
ing, I  Ihall  moft  readily  quit  the  opinion  I  am 
now  of,  and  join  with  them  in  putting  a  negative 
upon  the  bill. 


Lord 
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\^e''iu^ch      ^^^^  Hervey.     '  lam,  my  Lords,  one  of  thofe, 
veys  pceci.^  ^^^^  ^  b  rlicvc  thcrc  are  a  great  many  more,  who 

^  are  againft  the  fecond  reading  of  this  bill.     I  did 

*  not,  'tis  true,  rife  up  immediately  after  the  motion 

*  was  made,  to  give  my  reafons  for  being  againft 

*  a  fecond  reading,  becaufe  I  thought  the  bill  was 

*  of  a  nature  fo  very  extraordinary,  and  the  ob- 
^  jedions  to  it  fo  ftrong  and  fo  evident,   that  I 

*  thought  it  unneceffary  for  me  or  any  other  Lord 

*  in  this  houfe,  to  give  himfelf  or  the  houfe  the  trou- 

*  ble  of  explaining  them  ;  But  fince  the  noble  Lord, 
'  v/ho  fpolce  laft,  infifts  fo  much  upon  it,  in  or- 

*  der  to  fatisfy  him,  I  fhall  give  fome  of  thofe  rea- 
'  fons  which  prevail  with  me  to  be  againft  a  fe- 
'  cond  reading  of  the  bill  now  before  us  ^  and  if 
'  either  that  noble  Lord,  or  any  other,  can  give 
'  fufficient  anfwers  to  thofe  reafons,  I  fhall  moft 
'  readily  give  up  my  prefent  opinion,    and  join 

*  with  thofe  noble  Lords  v/ho  are  for  reading  this 
*'  bill  a  fecond  time. 

'  With  me,  my  Lords^  one  of  the  principal  ob- 

*  jedions  againft  the  bill  is,  that  I  look  upon  it  as 

*  an  openand  a  direct  attack  upon  the  prerogative 

*  of  the  crown.     It  is  an  attack  upon  a  prerogative 

*  which  his  Majeft}^  and  his  anceftors  have  enjoyed 
'  ever  fince  our  monarchy  had  a  being  ^  and  we  all 
'  know  how  nearly  connected  the  privileges  of  this 

*  houfe  are  with  tlie  prerogatives  of  the  crown  5  we 
'  know,  my  Lords,  that  the  laft  open  and  diredfc 

*  attack  that  was  made  upon  the  prerogatives  of  the 

*  crown,  ended  in  the  total  fubverfion  of  our  mo- 

*  narchy,  and  an  intire  diffolution  of  this  houfe  5 

*  and  therefore  I  cannot  but  be  furprifed  to  fee  a 

*  b  11  of  this  nature  brought  firft  into  this  houfe  : 
'  If  fuch  a  bill  had  paffed  the  other  houfe,  and  had 

*  been  fent  up  to  us  from  thence,  I  do  not  doubt  but 

*  that  every  one  of  your  Lordftiips  would  have 

*  eafily  feen  through  the  defign  ^  you  would  have 
'  feen  the  fnare  that  was  hid  againft  the  monarchical 

'     eftablifh- 
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eftablifhment  of  our  governirjent,  upon  which  the 
privileges  of  everjr  Lord  in  the  nation  ablblutely 
depend  ;  this  would  have  given  your  Lordfhips 
a  juft  alarm  ,  and  this,  I  doubt  not,  would  have 
made  you  receive  fuch  a  bill  in  the  manner  it  de« 
ferved. 

'  I  have  often  heard,  my  Lords,  of  a  compad 
between  the  King  and  the  people,  a  compadt  up- 
on which,  it  is  faid,  our  conftitution  and  govern- 
ment depend  ^  if  there  be  any  fuch,  the  nature  of 
it  muft  certainly  be  mutual  ^  upon  one  part,  our 
Kings  are  obliged  not  to  ufurp  or  incroach  upon 
the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the  people  ^  but 
furely  there  muft  be  a  counter-part,  and  by  that 
there  muft  be  an  obligation  upon  the  people,  not 
to  ufurp  or  incroach  upon  the  powers  and  prero- 
gatives of  the  crown  •,  for  it  would  be  a  very  un- 
juft  compact,  if  on  the  one  hand,  the  King  were 
moft  ftridly  tied  down,  and  on  the  other  hand, 
the  people  left  at  full  liberty  to  incroach  as  often, 
and  as  far,  as  they  pleafed,  upon  the  prerogatives 
of  the  crown.  This  cannot  be  the  cafe  ^  the  corn- 
pad  muft  be  mutual  *,  and  as  his  prefent  Majefty 
has  never  once  attempted,  nor  defires,  in  the  leaft, 
to  incroach  upon  the  liberties  or  the  privileges  of 
the  people,  it  would  be  very  unjuft  and  unfair  in 
us  to  make  any  incroachment  upon  him  :  Nay,  it 
would  be  moft  unwife,  and  might  be  attended  with 
the  moft  fatal  confequences  ^  for  a  breach  of  cove- 
nant upon  one  fide  would  diftolve  all  the  covenants 
upon  the  other,  which  would  at  once  unhinge  the 
whole  of  our  conftitution. 

'  It  has  been  always  thought  necefrary,my  Lords, 
to  give  our  Kings  the  fole  power  of  naming,  pre- 
ferring, and  removing^  at  pleafure,  the  officers  of 
our  armies,  in  order  to  give  our  Kings  that  power 
and  influence  over  our  armies,  which  isabfolutely 
neceflary  for  fupporting  and  promoting  a  proper 
miiiiaiy  difcipUne  among  them,  without  which 

*  they 
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they  would  be  of  no  ufe 
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gain  ft  a  foreign  enemy. 


and  might  foon  become  moft  oppreffive  to  the  peo- 
ple, for  whofe  fafety  they  were  raifed  and  main- 
tained. This  power  was  thought  fo  necefTary  at 
the  time  of  the  revolution,  and  it  was  then  thought 
to  be  of  fo  little  danger  to  the  freedom  of  our  con- 
ftitution,  that  at  that  time,  when  the  liberties  of 
the  people  were  fully  conildered,  when  every  thing 
was  removed  that  could  be  of  dangerous  confe- 
quence  to  them,  there  was  not  the  leaft  mention 
made  of  taking  this  power  from  the  crown,  or 
even  of  laying  it  under  any  reftraints  ^  and  I  do  not 
know  any  thing  that  has  fince  happened,  which  can 
give  us  the  leaft  ground  for  being  of  an  opinion 
different  from  that  which  was  the  opinion  of  our 
anceftors  at  that  time. 

'  The  happinefs  of  our  conftitution,  my  Lords, 
depends  upon  that  equal  divifion  of  power,  which 
is  eftablifned  among  the  three  branches  of  our  le- 
gidature  :  The  executive  power,  and  the  defend- 
ing of  the  people  againft  their  enemies  is  now,  and 
always  has  been,  intrufted  folely  with  our  King  j 
and  as  long  as  the  execution  of  the  laws,  or  the 
defence  of  the  people  againft  their  enemies,  foreign 
or  domieftic,  is  intrufted  with  the  King,  it  muft 
always  be  abfolutely  necelTary  to  give  our  Kings ' 
proper  powers  for  thofe  purpofes  ^  the  fupreme 
and  ultimate  determination  of  all  difputes  about 
property,  is  lodged  folely  in  this  houfe  5  and  the 
railing  of  m.oney  for  the  public  ufe,  or  laying  taxes 
upon  the  people,  is  what  now  feems  to  be  princi- 
pally the  province  of  the  other  houfe.  Thus  the 
three  branches  of  our  legiflature  are  a  check  upon 
one  another,  which  prevents  its  being  in  the  power 
of  any  one  of  them  to  opprefs  the  people,  or  to 
deftroy  the  other  two.  Under  this  eftablilhment 
we  have  been  happy  for  many  ages,  under  this  the 
nation  has  grown  up  to  a  very  high  pitch  of  riches 
and  power,  and  while  this  eftablifliiDcnt  conti- 
a  I  nues. 
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nues,  it  is  more  than  probable,  we  fhall  always 
be  happy. 

^  But,  my  Lords,  by  the  bill  now  before  us,  we 
are  to  eftablifh  a  fourth  power,  a  new  fort  of 
power,  which,  I  am  perfuaded,  would  foon  become 
independent  of  the  other  three.  This  is  making 
a  moft  confiderable  alteration  in  our  conftitution  ^ 
an  alteration  that  may  be  attended  with  fuch  fatal 
confequences,  that  it  makes  me  tremble  to  think 
of  it  :  To  eftablifli  a  General  for  life  at  the  head 
of  a  well-difciplined  arm}^  commanded  by  offi- 
cers who  could  not  be  removed,  but  by  the  con- 
fent  of  one  another,  would  foon  put  it  in  the 
power  of  that  General,  to  make  himfelf  miafter 
both  of  King  and  Parliament :  The  tranfition  from 
Du^  to  Re)c  would  foon  become  eafy  for  him  ,  by 
this  the  conftitution  might  be  intireiy  overthrown, 
and  the  nation  might  be  involved  in  a  multitude 
of  calamities. 

^  Tis  true,  my  Lords,  that  by  what  is  propofed 
in  the  bill  now  before  us,  an  officer  may  ftill  be 
removed  from  his  command  in  the  army,  upon 
an  addrefs  from  either  houfe  of  Parliament  ^  but 
as  the  Parliament  cannot  be  kept  alwaj's  fitting, 
this  addrefs  could  not  often  be  fpeedily  obtain- 
ed *,  and  if  an  officer  Ihould  be  difcovered  to  be 
confpiring  the  overthrow  of  the  government,  and 
fhould,  notwithftanding,  be  continued  in  his  com- 
million,  and  in  the  poifeffion  of  that  power  in  iht 
army  which  he  had  by  virtue  of  his  comm.iiiion, 
till  the  next  feffion  of  Parliament  ^  both  houfes 
might,  perhaps,  addrefs  for  turning  him  out,  but 
his  power  in  the  army  miight,  hj  that  time,  be  ^o 
well  eftablilhed,  that  it  would  be  out  of  the  power 
of  both  King  and  Parliament  to  deveft  him  of  his 
command  •,  and  as  for  a  trial  hj  a  court  martial,  I 
believe,  it  would  not  be  fo  much  as  pretended,  that 
a  fentencc  could  be  got  againft  fuch  an  officer,  or 

•  indeed 
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^  indeed  againft  any  officer,  who  had  a  great  influ- 
'  ence  in  the  army  :  It  is  not  to  be  prefumed,  that 

*  officers  would  be  ready  to  condemn  one  another, 

*  unlcfs  it  was  for  a  crime  which  they  themfelves 
'  could  no  way  approve  of,  efpecially  when  they 
'  knew  that  they  could  not  be  removed  by  any  other 

*  authority. 

'  Since  then,  my  Lords,  I  can  fee  no  manner  of 

*  occafion  for  the  regulation  now  propofed,  fince  I 

*  am  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  a  great  injury 
'  done  to  his  Majefty,  that  it  would  tend  todeftroy 

*  all  military  difcipline  in  the  army,   and  would 

*  greatly  endanger,  if  not  totally  fubvert  our  hap- 

*  -py  conftitution,  I  cannot  therefore  agree  to  the 

*  giving  it  a  fecond  reading. 

The  Earl  of  Ormy  fpoke  next  for  the  queftion, 
the  Earl  of  Chohnondely  fpoke  againft  it,  the  Marquis 
of  ^wecdaU  for  it,  and  then  the 

ruke  of         Duke  of  Newcaflk  ftood  up,  and  fpoke  in  fub- 

^Ichf'"''  ftance  as  follows,  vh,    '  My  Lords,  as  I  ihall  cer- 

'  tainly  give  my  vote  againft  the  fecond  reading  of 

*  this  bill,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  give  fom'e  of  my 

*  reafons  for  fo  doing.  I  muft  be  of  opinion,  my 
^  Lords,  that  it  will  always  be  proper  to  leave  in 

*  his  Majefty,  a  pow'er  of  removing  the  officers  of 

*  the  army  at  pleafure,  in  order  to  preferve  that 

*  refpect  and  obedience  which  is  due  from  them 

*  to  their  King  ,  but  I  am  the  more  firmly  of  this 

*  opinion,  when  I  confider,  that  there  is  at  prefent  a 

*  Pretender  to  the  crown  of  theie  realms  5  for  while 

*  there  is  fuch  a  misfortune  hanging  over  us,  we  may 
^  conclude,  that  there  always  will  be  plots  and  con- 
'  trivances  in  this  kingdom  againft  the  perfon  in  pof- 

*  feilion  of  the  throne  •,  and  while  there  is  a  Preten  Jer, 
V  he  may  have,  without  all  doubt,  his  agents  in  the 
'  army,  as  well  as  he  has  every  where  elfe  :  Under 

*  fuch  circumftances  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  that 

^2  '  fome 
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fome  of  the  officers  may,  at  feme  time  or  other, 
be  drawn  away  from  their  duty  to  their  King  and 
countr}^,  fome  of  them  may  happen  to  be  mifled, 
and  drawn  into  engagem.ents  againfl:  his  Ma  jelly's 
perfon  and  government  *,  and  while  hisMajefty  is 
in  fuch  danger,  Ihall  we  put  it  out  of  his  power 
to  remove  thofe  offia-'  s  fom  their  commands  in 
the  army,  tho'he  has  certain  information  of  their- - 
being  in  a  plot  to  overthrow  his  government,  per-^^ 
haps  even  to  take  away  his  life  ? 
'  This,  my  Lords,  his  Maj.fty  ma}^  have  moffc 
certain  information  of,    the  officers  concerned  in 
fuch  engagements  may  be  made  known  to  himy^ 
beyond  all  doubt  or  contradidion,  and  yet  the  " 
proofs  may  be  fuch  as  would  not  prevailupon  a 
court  martial  to  condemn  their  brother  officer  to 
death,  or  even  to  be  broke  ^  or  they  may  be  fuch 
as  could  not  properly,  at  leaft,  at  that  time,  be  laid 
before  a  court  martial  ^  becciufe  if  they  were  laid 
before  any  fuch  court,  the  informers,  and  all  the 
other  methods  by  which  the  plot  was  at  firft  dif- 
covered,  and  the  whole  prcgrefs  of  it  traced,  muft 
then  become  publicly  known,  by  which  all  farther 
difcovery  would  be  effe  dually  prevented  ;  aiid  if 
the  bill  now  prefented  fhould  pafs  into  a  law,  his 
Majefty  would  be  under  a  necelfity  of  laying  all 
proofs  immediately  before  a  court  m:artial,  or  of 
allowing  fuch  treacherous  officers,  perhaps,  even 
one  of  his  Chief  Generals,  to  continue  in  command, 
by  which  they  might  probably  be  enabled  to  ren- 
der their  confpiracies  fuccefsfu!  •,  for  which  reafon, 
I  hope,  that  none  of  your  Lordlliips  will  approve 
of  this  bill,  vvhen  you  confider  how  dangerous  it 
may  prove  to  be  for  our  prefent  happy  eliablifh- 
ment,  and  how  much  it  may  weaken  the  hands  of 
the  government,  againfl:  any  attempts  that  may 
hereafter  be  made  in  favour  of  the  Pretender. 

yoL.  XI.  G  g  !  Befides 
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'  Belldes  this,  mj  Lords,  there  are  many  other 
cafes  which  might  be  mentioned,   wherein   liis 
Majcfty  might  have  very  good  reafon  to  remove 
an  officer,  though  it  would  not  be  at  all  proper 
to  make  that  reafon  fo  public  as  to  lay  it  before 
a  court  martial  :  There  are  likewife  many  little- " 
crimes  which  an  officer  may  be  guilt}''  of,  and  for 
which  he  might  highly  deferve  to  be  removed, 
and  yet  thefe  crimes  may  be  fuch  as  could  not 
well  come  under  the  cognifance  of  a  court  martial  j 
at  leaft  it  would  not  be  poifible  to  obtain  a  fentence 
of  a  court  martial  for  the  removing  of  fuch  an  of- 
ficer •,  for  when  gentlemen  fit  in  judgment  upon 
a  brother  officer,  in  order  to  determine  whether  he 
ought  to  be  broke  or  not,  it  is  to  be  fuppofed,  that 
they  will  not  pafs  judgment  againft  him,  unlefs 
fome  very  enormous  crimes  be  fully  proved  before 
them  5  which  would  make  it  impolhble  to  keep  up 
that  ftricl  difcipline,  and  regular  fubordination, 
that  muft  be  obfervcd  in  all  regular  armies,  or  in- 
deed in  any  army  fit  for  fervice,  or  that  may  be 
depended  on  for  the  defence  of  a  country. 
*  I  muft,  indeed,  fay,  my  Lards,  that  if  any  at- 
tempts had  ever  been  made  towards  modelling  the 
army,   and  making  it  fit  for  any  bad  purpofe, 
there  might  then  have  been  fome  occafion  for 
propofing  fuch  a  bill  as  this  now  before  us  5  but 
as  no  fuch  attempts  have  ever  been  made,  as  no 
fuch  attempts  can  be  fo  much  as  apprehended  from 
his  prefent  Majefty,  J  am  therefore  furprifed  to 
hear  fuch  a  bill  fo  much  as  propofed  in  this  houfe, 
at  prefent.    I  am  fure  the  palling  of  fuch  a  bill, 
at  j)refent,  would  be  a  fubjeding  of  the  nation  to 
many  great  and  certain  dangers  and  inconvenien- 
ces, for  the  fake  of  avoiding  an  inconvenience  that 
has  never  been  felt  by  any,  but  in  imagination  ^ 
and  for  this  reafon  I  muft  be  againft  giving  the 
bill  a  fecond  reading. 


Earl 
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Earl  of  Chefierfidd.  '  I  have,  my  Lords,  before  ^-^;:io^.,^^'^- 
declared-  that  my  opinion  was  for  reading  thisfiiciu' 
bill  a  fecond  time  ^  I  likewife  faid,  I  would  alter 
opinion,  if  any  Lord  could  give  me  a  fufficient 
reafon  for  fo  doing  -,  but,  from  what  has  fell  from 
the  noble  Lords  who  have  fpoke  againft  the  fecond 
reading,  I  am  fo  far  from  altering  my  opinion, 
that  I  now  think  a  fecond  reading  of  the  bill 
is  abfolutely  neceffary,  even  before  we  can  en- 
ter into  any  debate  upon  the  merits  of  it  -,  for 
all  the  arguments  that  have  been  made  ufe  of 
againft  a  fecond  reading,  all  the  objections  hither- 
to made  to  the  bill,  are  founded  upon  fuppofi- 
tions  which  are  dire6tly  contrary  to  the  contents 
of  the  bill. 

'  It  has  been  faid,  that  the  bill  is  a  direcl  attack 
upon  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and  that  it  is 
defigned  for  deftroying,  or  at  leaft  diminifhing, 
the  power  of  the  crown  ,  but,  my  Lords,  if  what 
is  propofed  in  the  bill  be  duly  confidered,  it  will 
appear  to  be  neither  an  attack  upon  the  preroga- 
tive, nor  fo  much  as  a  diminution  of  the  power 
of  the  crown  :  There  is  no  power  to  be  taken 
from  the  crown,  but  that  power  which  the  crown 
ought  never  to  make  ufe  of:  It  is  certain  that  the 
crown  ought  never  to  take  an  officer's  commiilion 
from  him,  but  for  fome  very  fufficient  reafon,  and 
upon  a  full  proof  of  the  facts  alledged  sgainft 
him  ♦,  and  therefore  all  that  is  propofed  b}^  this 
bill,  is  only  a  method,  by  which  the  crown  may 
get  fuch  an  information,  as  to  the  fads  alledged, 
as  may  be  depended  on  ^  whereby  the  crown  mav 
be  fecured  againft  impofitions,  and  the  officers  a- 
gainft  private  mifreprefentations,  and  faife  accufa- 
tions  :  It  is,  my  Lords,  to  prevent  the  King's  be- 
ing malicioufly  led  into  the  doing  a  piece  of  the 
higheft  injuftice  to  a  faithful  foldier,  and  to  pre- 
vent a  good  and  a  brave  officer  from  being  whif- 
pered  out  of  his  commiffion,  and  reduced  to  a 
G  g  2  '  ftarving 
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^  ftarving  condition  for  no  crime,  perhaps  for  a  piece 

*  of  behaviour  for  which  he  ought  to  be  highly  re- 

*  warded.     Can  this,  my  Lords,  be  culled  a  Jimi- 

*  nution  of  the  power  of  the  crown  ?  Is  it  not  plain- 
'  ly  and  directly  grounded  upon  that  fundamental 
'  maxim  of  our  conftitution,  which  fays,  That  the 
'  King  ci England  fhall  have  it  in  his  power  to  do  as 
^  miuch  good  as  he  pleafes,  but  fliali  not  have  it  in 
'  his  power  to  do  wrong  ? 

^  The  objedion  as  to  general  officers,  is  likewife, 
'  my  Lords,  founded  upon  a  raiftake  \  for  if  the 

*  noble  Lords  had  attended  to  the  firft  reading  of 
'  the  bill,  they  muft  have  known,  that  with  refpedt 
'  to  general  officers,  the  power  of  the  crown  is  to 
'  remain  in  the  very  fame  ll:ate  it  was  in  before  v 
'  the  regulation  propofed  by  the  bill,  is  to  extend 
'  no  higher  than  colonels  of  regiments  •,  and  furely 
^  thecontinuing  of  the  moft  defigning  and  the  moft 

*  daring  man,  in  the  comm.ai:d  of  a  fingle  regi- 

*  ment,  for  two  or  three  months,  after  a  ducovery 
'  of  his  wicked  defigns,  can  be  of  no  dangerous 
'  confcquence  •,  even  though  the  contit.uirig  him 
'  for  that  time  were,  by  this  bill,  to  be  made  ab- 
^  folutely  necelTary  \  but.  that  is  not  the  cafe,  which 
'  leads  me  to  confider  another  miflake,  from  which 
'  an  argument  hath  been  drawn,  and  much  infifted 
'  on  by  fome  of  the  noble  Lords  who  have  fpoke 
'  againfl:  the  queftion. 

•^  The  Pretender,  my  Lords,  I  find,  is  to  be  lug- 

*  ged  into  this  queftion,  as  he  has  been  into  fome 

*  others,  in  which  he  had  very  little  to  do  •,  and  the 

*  danger  the  nation  lies  expofed  to  from  him,  is  to 
'  be  made  an  argument  for  our  not  taking  that  care 

*  of  our  liberties  and  conftitution  which  we  ought.  I 

*  hope  I  am  as  little  fijfp^dcd  of  favouring  any  de- 

*  iigns  from  that  quarter,  as  any  Lord  in  this  houfe  5 

*  if  there  were  the  leaft  ground  for  that  argument,  it 

*  would  be  a  moft  prevailing  argument  with  me  for 

*  being  not  only  againft  the  fecond  reading  of  this 

2  '  billj 
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bill,  but  for  the  reie6ting  of  it  with  the  utmoft 
difdain  :  But  thofe  Lords  who  make  ufe  of  this 
argument,  feem  not  to  take  notice,  that  the  King 
is  ftill  to  retain  the  power  of  fufpending  and  put- 
ting under  an  arrcft  any  officer,  or  any  number  of 
officers,  he  pleafes,  and  at  whatever  time  or  times 
he  may  think  proper  ^  and  if  the  leaft  difcovery 
fhould  be  made,  that  any  officer,  or  number  of 
officers,  were  drawn  into  a  plot,  in  favour  of  the 
Pretender,  or  into  any  other  plot  againft  his  Maje- 
fty*s  perfon  and  government,  could  not  his  Ma jefty 
immediately  fufpend  all  fuch  officers  from  their 
commands  in  the  army  ?  Could  not  he  immediate- 
ly lay  them  all  under  an  arreft  ?  Nay,  could  not 
he  immediately  throw  them  all  into  a  common 
prifon,  or  at  leaft  into  the  hands  of  meffengers, 
and  detain  them  there,  'till  it  fhould  be  found  con- 
venient to  bring  them  to  a  trial  before  a  court 
martial,  or  otherwife  •,  or  at  leaft  'till  the  Parlia- 
ment fhould  be  called,  in  order  to  have  an  addrefs 
from  this  or  the  other  houfe,  for  breaking  fuch  of 
them,  againft  whom  a  legal  and  full  proof  could 
not  be  obtained  ?  Is  it  to  be  doubted,  that  either 
this  houfe  or  the  other,  or  indeed,  both,  would  re- 
ful'e  to  redrefs  his  Majefty  upon  fuch  anoccafion? 
And  would  not  this  as  effectually  difuppoint  all 
their  plots  and  contrivances,  as  if  his  Majefty  had 
immediately  broke  every  one  of  thofe  officers,  who 
were  at  firft  reprefented  to  him  as  being  concern- 
ed in  that  plot. 

^  This  bill  has  like  wife  been  reprefented  to  us  as 
if  it  would  deftroy  that  influence  which  his  Maje- 
fty  ought  always,to  have  in  the  army,  and  annihi- 
late that  refpett  and  dependence  which  the  officers 
ought  always  to  have  upon  the  crown  :  But  this, 
my  Lord,  feems  likewife  to  be  founded  upon  a 
miftake,  or  at  leaft  upon  an  overfight  ^  for,  not- 
withftanding  any  provifion  in  the  bill  now  before 
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US,  the  power  of  naming  and  preferring  the  officers 
of  the  army  is  to  remain  abfolute  in  the  crown  ^ 
and  befides  there  will  be  many  otiier  ways  left, 
by  which  the  crown  may  fecure  the  refped  and 
dependence  of  all  the  officers  in  the  army  ^  fo  that 
there  :s  nothing  in  this  bill,  nor  any  thing  defigned 
by  the  bill,  that  can  poilibly  diminifh  that  juft  and 
due  influence  which  the  crown  ought  to  have  in 
the  army.  The  hopes  of  preferment  alone  are 
fiifficient  for  influencing  every  officer  to  do  his 
duty,  and  to  fhew  that  refped  which  is  due  both 
to  the  crown,  and  to  his  fuperior  officers  :  They 
may  not,  indeed,  be  fufficient  for  influencing  an 
officer  to  act  contrary  to  his  duty,  both  as  to  his 
King  and  country,  by  obeying  the  private  com- 
mands of  a  wicked  minifter  ^  but  this,  m^r  Lords, 
and  this  only,  is  what  is  by  this  bill  propofed  to 
be  guarded  againfl:.  All  that  is  propofed  is,  only 
that  no  miniiier  of  ftate  fliall  hereafter  have  it  in 
his  power  to  tell  an  officer  of  the  army,  in  a  cafe 
that  perhaps  no  way  regards  military  difcipline. 

Sir, ycu  (hall  do  fo  or  fo, >  or  ftarve  ! 

'  Thus,  my  Lords,  I  think  I  have  Ihev/n,  that 
all  the  material  objedions  againfl:  the  fecond  read- 
ing of  this  bill  are  founded  upon  miftakes,  as  to 
the  nature  of  it  ^  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  mofl: 
convincing  argument  for  giving  it  at  leaft  a  fecond 
reading.  There  has  indeed  one  or  two  other  ar- 
guments been  made  ufe  of,  which  I  am  greatly 
furprifed  at.  It  has  been  faid,  that  there  are  feve- 
ral  crimes  an  officer  may  be  guilty  of,  which  can- 
not properly  be  brought  before  a  court  martial  j  or 
at  ieafl:,  where  juftice  upon  the  ofi^ender  could  not 
well  be  expected  from  a  court  martial  :  Here  in- 
deed I  am  quite  at  a  lofs,  for  I  know  of  no  mili- 
tary crimes  but  what  may  properly  be  brought 
before  a  court  m^artial  ^  and  unlefs  it  be  fuch  crimes 
as  are  proper  Tor  the  cognifance  of  our  fpiritual 
courts,  I  do  not  know  any  other,  but  where  the 

^  moft 
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moftfevere  and  impartial  judice  has  always  teen 
given  b}^-,  and  ma]"  always  be  expected  from 
courts  martial  :  I  am  fure,  that  if  any  officer  be 
guilty  of  cowardice,  of  negled:  of  duty,  or  of  any 
crime,  or  a6lion,  that  is  in  the  leaft  difhonoura- 
ble,  the  moft  ftrid  juftice  may  always  be  expect- 
ed from  a  court  martial  ^  nay,  fo  fevere  have  the 
officers  of  our  army  alwaj'^s  been,  in  fuch  cafes, 
upon  one  another,  that  for  fome  failings,  which 
the  crown  has  overlooked,  which  the  generals 
have  fo  far  overlooked,  as  not  to  bring  them  be- 
fore a  court  martial,  jtt  the  officers  themfelves 
have  taken  notice  of  them,  and  have  refufed  to 
roll  or  to  ferve  with  the  man  who  has  been  guilty 
of  them  5  and  therefore  to  pretend,  that  martial 
difcipline  could  not  be  kept  up  in  the  army,  if 
officers  could  not  be  broke  or  removed  but  by  a 
court  martial,  is  an  argument  founded  upon  a  fup- 
poiition,  which  is  diredly  contrary  to  experince. 
'  The  other  argument,  vv^hicli  furprifes  me,  is  an 
argument  founded  upon  a  new  fort  of  dodrine  5  a 
doctrine  by  which  we  are  taught,  that  the  prero- 
gative is  never  to  be  touched  in  the  lea  ft ,  you  are 
never  to  make  any  law  for  regulating  the  prero- 
gative in  any  branch  ^  the  com  pad  between  King 
and  people  muft  be  mutual  ♦,  the  people  muft  be 
as  much  obliged  not  to  incroach  upon  the  King's 
prerogative,  as  he  is  obliged  not  to  incroach  upon 
their  privileges.  As  to  the  compad's  being  m^u- 
tual,  and  the  parties  equally  bound,  I  ffiall,  my 
Lords,  eafily  grant  ^  yet  that  can  be  no  bar  to  our 
makmg  as  man}''  ads  of  Parliament  as  we  pleafe, 
for  regulating,  or  even  retraining  the  prerogative; 
becauie  to  every  fuch  act  the  King  gives  his  con- 
fent,  and  furely  all  the  perfons  concerned  in  a  com- 
padt  may,  by  their  mutual  confent,  make  what  al- 
terations in  it  they  pleafe  :  And  fo  the  cafe  is  -,  we 
*  have,  by  ads  of  Parliament,  made  many  altera- 
!  tions  with  regard  to  the  prerogative  j  and  I  be- 

G  g  4  I  lieve 
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lieve  every  one  of  your  Lordfhips  will  grant,  that 
it  is  to  thefe  alterations,  that  we  owe  the  liberty 
we  now  Gvj^y,  The  prerogative  has  been  often 
reftrained  and  limited,  or  at  leaft  brought  back  to 
its  primitive  inftitutions.  Was  not  the  Habeas  Cor- 
pus  act  a  moft  noted,  and  a  moft  ufeful  limitation 
of  that  prerogative,  which  our  Kings  then  pretend- 
ed to  >  Did  not  our  Kings  formerly  pretend  to  a 
power  and  prerogative  of  removing  the  judges  at 
pita fn re  ?  But  this  prerogative  was  found  to  be  in- 
conliftent  with  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  there- 
fore, by  the  claim  of  right,  an  alteration  was  made 
as  to  that  part  of  the  prerogative.  And  as  to  that 
part  of  the  prerogative  now  infifted  on,  it  is  well 
known,  that  it  has  grown  up  of  late  ages,  for  by 
our  primitive  inftitution,  the  King  could  not  re- 
move the  officers  of  the  army  :  The  nobility  and 
the  barons  of  the  kingdom,  were  the  proper  offi- 
cers, and  each  of  them  led  out  to  war,  and  com- 
manded his  own  military  tenants,  fo  that  their  com- 
mands in  the  arm}''  depended  upon  their  tenures, 
from  neither  of  which  the  King  could  remove 
them,  without  their  being  legally  found  guilty  of 
a  crime  ^  and  from  the  writings  of  the  learned 
judge  Coh,  who,  I  believe,  will  be  allowed  to  have 
underftood  pur  ancient  conftitution,  we  may  learn, 
that  of  ancient  times,  the  freeholders  of  each  coun- 
ty chofe  their  leader  in  war,  as  well  as  they  did 
the  fheriffs  and  other  officers  for  times  of  peace.* 
And  therefore,  what  is  now  propofed  muft  appear 
to  be  fo  far  from  being  an  attack  upon,  or  a  dimi- 
nution of^  the  ancient  prerogative  of  the  crown, 
that  it  does  not  near  bring  the  prerogative  back 
to  its  primitive  inftitution. 
*  It  has  been  faid  that  at  the  revolution  no  fuch 
proviflon  was  made  as  is  now  propofed  :  Very 
I  true,  my  Lords  ^  but  the  reafon  was,  becaufe  before 
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that  time,  we  never  had  fuch  a  thing  as  a  legal 
Handing  army  ^  we  had,  indeed  a  few  regular 
troops,  but  they  never,  I  believe,  amounted  to 
4000  men,  which  could  not  properly  be  called  an 
army  ^  fo  that  it  was  impolllble  we  could  think 
of  making  any  regulation  about  a  thing  which  was 
not  then  in  being  :  And  moreover,  it  cannot  be 
faid,  that  at  the  very  time  of  ihe  revolution,  the 
liberties  of  the  people  were,  or,  indeed,  could  be, 
fully  confidered',  it  cannot  be  pretended, that  every 
thing  was  then  removed,  that  might  be  of  dange- 
rous confequence  to  them  ^  for  do  not  we  know^ 
that  even  fince  that  time,  fome  regulations  have 
been  made,  with  refpedt  to  the  prerogative  ?  Even 
that  remarkable  regulation  of  triennial,  or,  as  we 
have  them  now,  feptennial  Parliaments,  was  not 
made  till  fome  time  after  the  revolution  ^  and  yet 
it  muft  be  granted,  that  this  was  not  only  a  great, 
but  a  neceUary  diminution  of  the  prerogative,  in 
order  to  fecure  the  liberties  of  the  people  :  It  is 
not  in  the  power  of  man,  my  Lords,  to  forefee  all 
the  evils,  and  all  the  inconveniences  that  majr  af- 
terwards arife,  and  therefore,  it  is  impoffible  for 
men  to  provide  proper  remedies  againfl:  them  all  ^ 
we  can  provide  againfl:  them  only  by  degrees,  and 
as  they  happen  to  come  under  our  obfervation. 
'  The  evil  which  is  propofed  to  be  remedied,  or 
at  leafl  prevented,  by  the  bill  now  before  us,  is 
what  has  been  long  under  the  obfervation  of  moft 
gentlemen  in  the  kingdom,  and  therefore,  my 
Lord*;,  I  am  extremely  furprifed  to  hear  it  faid, 
that  no  examples  have  happened,  which  could  giv^c 
occafion  for  fuch  a  bill  as  the  prefent.  Is  it  not  well 
known,  that  we  have  had  feveral  examples  of  offi- 
cers turned  out  of  their  commijlions,  only  for  not 
beiiigfubmiifive  to  theminifl:ersfor  the  time  being? 
Do  not  we  all  know,  that  in  the  end  of  the  late 
*  Qpeen's  reign,  there  were  numbers  of  gentlemen 

^  turned 
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*  turned  out  of  their  commifilons,  without  any  rea- 
'  fon,  without  any  crime  (o  much  as  alledged  againft 

*  them  ?  Do  not  we  know,  that,  even  in  the  late 

*  King's  reign,  there  were  a  great  many  brave  offi- 

*  cers  removed,  without  being  guilty  of  any  crime, 

*  at  leaft,  I  am  fure,  they  were  not  guilty  of  any 
'  military  crime,  no  not  lb  much  as  of  a  neglect  of 
'  duty  •,  they  could  not  even  be  accufed  of  any  want 
'  of  refped  to  the  crown  •,  the  whole,  I  believe,  of 

*  what  could  poinbly  be  laid  to  their  charge  was, 
'  that  they  were  not,  perhaps,  fo  fubmiffive  to  the 
'  prime  minifter,  as  he  thought  he  had  reafon  to  ex- 
'  pect.  Thefe  removes  were,  at  that  time,  my 
'  Lords,  fo  much  taken  notice  of,  that  it  occafioned 
'  a  very  great  debate  upon  the  mutiny-bill,  both  in 
'  tins  and  the  other  houfe  of  Parliament  :  I  was 
'  then,  my  Lords,  in  the  other  houfe,  and  I  well 
'  rem.ember,  that  it  was  there  ftrongly  infiited  on,  as 
'  an  objeCLion  againft  that  claufe  of  the  bill,  by  winch 
'  officers  are  made  judges  in  the  cafes  of  life  and  death, 
'  that  it  was  very  improper  they  fliould  be  judges  in 
'  any  fuch  cafe,  as  long  as  their  commiilions  intirely 
'  depended  upon  the  crov/n,  and  might  be  taken 

*  from  them  whenever  a  minifter  had  a  mind. 

'  And,  my  Lords,  though  his  prefent  Majefty's 
'  juftice  and  prudence  be  known  to  the  whole  world, 
'  jQt  we  find,  that  even  he  has  been  prevailed  on, 
'  hy  what  means  I  do  not  know,  to  remove  two  offi- 

*  cers,  both  members  of  this  houfe,  neither  of  whom, 
'  in  fo  far  as  I  can  hear,  has  ever  yet  been  accufed 

*  of  any  crime,  or  of  any  want  of  refpecl  to  the 
^  crown  ♦,    no,  not  fo  much  as  of  a  neglect  of  duty. 

*  What  I  am  now  on  is,  I  know,  my  Lords,  a  ten- 
'  der  point,  I  am  forry  I  am  obliged  to  mention  it  5 
'  and  1  would  avoid  it,  if  I  did  not  know  my  heart 

*  to  be  lb  warmly  affeded  to  his  Majft}^  that  I  am 

*  fure  it  will  not  allow  my  tongue  to  fay  any  thing 
'  unbecoming  of  him.  If  there  is  any  fault,  I  am 
'  fare  his  Majeffcy  is  not  to  blame ;  If  the  two  noble 

^  Lords 
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*  Lords  were  removed  without  a  fufficient  caufe,  it 

*  could  not  proceed  from  any  thing  that  was  wrong 
^  in  his  Majefty :  It  mufi:  have  proceeded  from  fome 

*  mifreprefentations,  or  fome  private  and  malicious 

*  accufations,  which  his  Majefty  has  not  yet  difco- 

*  vered  to  be  falfe  •,  but  when  he  does,  we  ma}^  de- 
'  pend  on  it,  he  will  do  juftice  to  the  two  noble 
'  Lords  who  have  been  injured,  and  will  feverely 

*  punifh  thofe  who  have  been  guilty  of  giving  him 
^  a  falfe  and  a  malicious  information  :  This,  my 

*  Lords,  we  may  moft  certainly  expedl  from  his 

*  Majefty  ^  but  this  ftiews,  that  even  out  of  that  re- 

*  gard  which  we  ought  to  have  for  the  crown,  we 
'  ought  to  agree  to  the  bill  now  before  us  ^  becaufe 

*  it  will,  for  the  future,  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 

*  any  perfon  to  impofe  upon  the  crown,  by  any 

*  falfe  furmifes,  or  malicious  mifreprefentations. 

'  I  think,  my  Lords,  I  have  now  left  no  argu- 

*  ment  againft  the  bill  unanfwered,  but  that  moft  ex- 

*  traordinary  one,  of  its  being  time  enough  to  guard 
^  againft  the  evil  of  modelling  an  ^vmy  for  any  bad 
'  purpofe,  after  it  has  once  happened :  I  hope  it  will 
'  be  granted  me,  that  the  modelling  of  an  army  for 

*  the  private  and  particular  purpcfes  of  a  minifter, 
^  or  miniftry,  is  as  bad  a  purpofe  as  any  that  can  be 
^  imagined  ^  and  I  think  1  have  fhewn,  that  fuch  a 
'  modelling  was  actually  fet  on  foot  in  the  end  of  the 
'  late  Qiieen's  reign,  and  fomething  like  it  happened 
'  even  in  his  late  Majefty's  time  ^  and  therefore  it 
'  muft  be  granted,  that  it  is  now  high  tim.e  to  think 
'  of  guarding  againft  it  ♦,  but  if  it   be  meant,  that 

nothing  like  it  has  happened  in  his  prefent  Maje- 
fty's  time,  the  argument  will  be  ftill  more  extraor- 
dinary, for  does  not  every  one  know,  that  before 
fuch  a  bill  can  pafs  into  a  law,  the  King,  at  that 
time  upon  the  throne,  muft  give  his  confent  to  it, 
and  if  any  King,  by  the  advice  of  an  evil  minifter, 
fliould  once  actually  begin  to  model  his  army, 
would  it  not  be  ridiculous  to  expect  the  confent  of 

'  that 
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*  that  King,  to  a  law  for  putting  a  flop  to  what  he 

*  had  adually  begun  ^  fo  that  his  Majefty's  never 

*  having  attempted  any  fuch  thing,  is  one  of  the 

*  ftrongeft  arguments  for  our  paffing  the  bill  now 
'  before  us  i  becaufe  it  is  only  from  fuch  a  juft  and 

*  fuch  a  gracious  King  as  the  prefent,  that  the  royal 
'  affent  to  fuch  a  bill  can  ever  be  expected. 

'  I  hope,  my  Lords,  I  have  now  fully  fliewn  the 

*  weaknefs  of  all  the  objedlions  that  have  been  made 

*  to  the  bill  :  But  as  to  the  arguments  for  it,  they 

*  are  ftrong,  they  are  convincing  :  I  (hall  only  touch 

*  upon  that  one,  which  I  think  has  the  greateft  con- 
'  nedion  with  the  nature  of  our  conftitution.  It 
'  is  well  known,  my  Lords,  that  there  are  many 
'  officers  of  the  army  who  have  nothing,  or  at  leaft, 
^  very  little,  to  fubfift  on,  but  their  commiiHons  , 
'  and  it  is  likev/ife  well  known,  that  there  are  many 

*  gentlemen  of  the  army  now  in  both  houfes  of  Par- 
'  liament :  There  are  now,  m}^  Lords,  more  officers 
'  of  the  army  in  each  houfe  of  Parliament,   than 

*  there  were  when  we  had  on  foot  an  arm}^  of  above 
^  fixty  thoufand  men  :  Thefe  are  facts  which  will 
^  not,  I  believe,  be  controverted.  It  is,  I  do  not 
'  know  how,  become,  of  late  37-ears,  a  prevailing  opi- 

*  nion,  that  the  only  belt  way  of  getting  preferment 
'  in  the  army,  is  to  have  a  feat  in  this  or  in  the  other 

*  houfe  of  Parliament  :  This,  it  is  true,  my  Lords, 
'  mufl:  be  an  erroneous  opinion  :  It  is  impollible  that 
'  any  man  can  juftly  and  honourably  acquire  any 

*  preferment  in  the  army,  by  his  behaviour  in  either 
'  houfe  of  Parliament,  and  therefore,  this  muft  be 

*  an  opinion  for  which  I  hope  there  never  was  any 

*  ground  ^  I  am  fure  there  can  be  no  ground  for  it 

*  under  his  prefent  Majefty  ^  but  erroneous  as  it  is, 

*  it  is  become  a  general  opinion,  and  we  know  that 

*  mankind  always  were,  and  always  will  be  govern- 
^  ed  and  intluenced  by  general  opinions  and  preju- 

*  dices  5  and  according  as  the  prevalence  of  this  opi- 

*  fiica 
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nion  increafcs,  we  may  cipedt  an  increafe  of  the 
number  of  officers  in  both  houfes  of  Parliament. 
*  We  may  expert,  my  Lords,  that,  in  future 
times,  as  Toon  as  an}''  gentleman  has  once  got  a 
commilTion  in  the  army,  he  will  next  employ  all 
his  money  and  credit,  and  all  his  friends,  to  pro- 
cure himfelf  a  feat  in  Parliament  •,  he  will,  per- 
haps, pawn  the  laft  fhilling's-worth  he  has  in  the 
world,  befides  his  commiiiion,  in  order  to  procure 
himfelf  a  feat  in  the  other  houfc  of  Parliament, 
and  how  dangerous  it  may  be  to  our  conftitudon, 
to  have  fuch  a  man  depending  for  the  continuance 
of  that  commiiilion,  upon  fome  future  enterprillng 
minifter,  I  leave  to  your  Lordihips  to  judge.  No 
man  has  a  better  opinion  than  I  have  of  the  gentle- 
men who  are  at  prefent  the  officers  of  our  army  5 
but  I  mull  fay,  that  I  think  it  too  hard  a  trial, 
even  for  their  virtue,  efpecially  in  this  degenerate 
age,  to  leave  it  in  the  power  of  a  defperate  mini- 
fter,  to  tell  them,  upon  occafion  of  an  important 
queflion  in  Parliament.  If  you  do  not  vote,  Sir, 
as  I  direct  you,  you  fhall  ftarve  ! 
'  Your  Lordihips  are,  I  am  fure,  all  convinced, 
that  the  happinefs,  the  effence  of  our  conftitution, 
does  not  depend  upon  outward  forms,  but  upon 
realities.  Our  conftitution  does  not  depend  upon 
our  having  always  a  Parliament  •,  but  upon  that 
Parliament's  being  independent  of  the  adminiftra- 
tion  5  upon  its  being  in  the  power  of  Parliament 
to  examine  feverely,  and  judge  im.partiall}^  the 
condudt  and  the  meafures  of  thofe  im ployed  in  the 
adminiftration  -,  to  reprefent  the  grievances,  and 
watch  over  the  liberties  and  the  properties  of  the 
people  of  this  nation  5  and  to  take  away  evil  coun- 
fellors  from  before  the  King  :  But  if  ever  a  majo- 
rity of  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  lliouid  come  to 
be  compofed  of  gentlem^en,  whofe  daily  bread,  or 
at  leaft,  their  chief  fupport,  depended  intireljr  up- 
l  on  the  favourites  of  the  crown,  can  it  be  imagined, 

'  that 
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'  that  it  would  then  be  in  the  power  of  Parliament 
'  to  examine  freel3^  or  judge  impartially,  the  con- 

*  duct  of  thofe  favourites  ^  to  relieve  the  people 
'  from  the  opprejlions  brought  upon  them  by  fuch 

*  favourites  ^  or  to  tell  their  fovereign  any  ungrate- 

*  ful  truths  about  thofe,  whom  he  had  thought  fit  to 
'  employ  as  his  minifters  ?  Would  not  an  arbitrary 

*  negative  be  then  put  upon  all  fuch  queilions  in 

*  Parliament  ?  Would  not  the  beft  defigns  of  the 
'  uncorrupted  and  independent  few,  be  baffled  by 

*  a  corrupt  and  a  flavifh  irajority  ?    And  fhall  any 

*  queftion  which  tends  towards  the  preventing  of 

*  fuch  a  misfortune,  have  now  the  ill  fate  to  be  re- 

*  jed:ed  by  your  Lordfhips  ? 

'  The  bill  now  before  us,  is  fo  far  from  being  an 
'  attack  upon  the  prerogative,  that  it  is  in  the  very 

*  fame  terms  with  a  bill  drav/n  up  in  the  very  laft 
'  reign,  by  as  able  and  as  honefl:  a  minifter  as  ever 
'  ferved  the  crown  ;  He  was  indeed  an  honeft  and  a 
'  difinterefi:ed  minifter  ^  for  he  had  the  happinefs  of 

*  his  country  fo  much  at  heart,  that  he  neglected  his 

*  own,  and  has  left  little  elfe  to  his  fon,  but  the  ho- 
'  nour  of  having  a  feat  among  your  Lordfhips  :  The 

*  bill,  I  fay,  my  Lords,  was  not  only  drawn  up,  but 

*  even  his  late  Majefty,  who  never  could  be  acciifed 

*  of  allowing  of  any  unjuft  encroachments  upon  the 

*  crown,  had,  by  the  advice  of  that  minifter,  agreed 

*  to  its  being  brought  into  Parliament :  And  if  it 

*  had  been  brought  in  at  that  time,  which  was,  I 

*  do  not  know  how,  prevented,  not  only  the  mini- 

*  fters  of  the  crown  were  ready  to  have  fupported  it, 
'  but  the  King  himfelf  was  ready  to  have  given  it 

*  the  royal  affent,  as  foon  as  prefented  to  him  for 

*  that  purpofe.     This,  my  Lords,  I  know  to  be 

*  true,  and  therefore,  I  am  the  more  furprifed  to 

*  hear  the  offering  of  fuch  a  bill  now  reprefented  as 

*  an  attack  upon  the  prerogative,  an  affront  to  the 
!  King, 


l^c 
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'  We  all  Icnour,  my  Lords,  that  there  is  nothing 
propofed  to  be  done  by  this  bill,  but  what  has  been 
done  in  every  country,  where  there  are  any  remains 
of  liberty  left.  In  HolUwd^  no  ofricer  was,  1  be- 
lieve, ever  removed  but  by  a  court  martial  ^  I  do 
not  remember  that  ever  any  wa?,  nor  do  I  know 
any  other  way,  by  which  an  officer  can  be  broke 
or  removed  in  that  country.  In  Sweden^  as  foon 
as  they  recovered  their  liberties,  b}''  the  death  of 
their  late  heroic  King,  they  eftablffhed  this  rule 
among  them,  that  no  officer  lliould  be  removed  or 
broke,  but  by  a  court  martial,  or  by  the  King  with 
the  confent  of  the  fenate.  And  m  Poland^  their 
late  King  having  made  ftrong  and  repeated  remon- 
ftrances  to  the  ftates  of  that  kingdom,  to  have  a 
body  of  regular  troops  raifed,  and  kept  up,  the 
ftates  at  laft  confented  to  it  ^  But  how  did  they 
confent  ?  They  agreed  indeed  to  the  raifing  of  the 
troops  aiked  for,  but  with  this  regulation,  that  all 
the  officers  fhould  have  their  commiifions  for  life, 
which  was  a  wife  and  a  neceffarj^'  regulation  ^  but 
whatever  defigns  or  views  the  court  of  Poland  h^d 
in^  afking  for  thofe  troops,  they  found,  that  the 
raifing  of  them,  and  keeping  them  up  under  that 
regulation,  would  fo  little  anfwer  the  ends  they 
thereby  had  propofed  to  themfelves,  that  they 
never  put  the  ordinance,  which  they  had  fo  ftrong- 
Iv  folicited,  in  execution,  nor  was  there  a  man 
raifed  upon  that  foot.  In  fliort,  my  Lords,  the  re- 
gulation intevided  by  this  bill,  is  a  regulation  that 
has  been  thought  neceffary  in  all  free  countries  ^ 
in  this,  I  think  it  is  abfolute]y  neceffary  for  the 
prefervation  of  our  conftitution  ^  I  can  fee  no 
reafonable  objedion  that  can  be  made  to  it,  and 
therefore  I  ftiall  ftill  be  for  a  fecond  reading.' 

After  his  Lordfhip,  the  Lord  Willoiighhy,  and  ih^ 
Earl  of  Ahhigdov,  fpoke  both  in  favour  of  the  bill, 
and  then  the  queftion  was  put^  which  upon  a  divifion, 

'  was 
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was  carried  in  the  negative  :  There  were  of  Lords 
prefent,  49  Contents  to  78  Not  Contents  •,  and  of 
proxies,  there  were  13  Contents,  and  22  Not  Con- 
tents  iy  in  all  62  Contents,  and  1 00  Not  Contents  5 
fo  that  it  was  carried  againft  the  fecond  reading  by 
a  majority  of  98,  Immediately  after  the  carrying 
this  queftion, 


The  Earl  of  Scarloroiigh  flood  up,  and  fpoke  as 
follows,  v'lz,  '  Before  this  queftion  was  put,  I  had 
not,  my  Lords,  an  opportunity  to  give  my  fenti- 
ments  upon  it,  though  I  had  fully  confidered  it  ^ 
and  I  had  the  more  fully  confidered  it,  becaufe  I 
thought,  that  both  my  own  honour,  and  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  my  country,  were  deeply  concerned  in 
the  queftion  :  However,  I  ftiall  now  take  an  op- 
portunitjr  to  declare,  that  I  never  gave  my  nega- 
tive to  any  queftion  in  this  houfe  more  heartily,  or 
with  greater  convidion,  than  I  did  to  the  fecond 
reading  of  this  bill  ^  which  really,  in  my  opinion, 
is  one  of  the  moft  extraordinary  bills  that  was  ever 
brought  before  this  houfe,  and  therefore  I  mufi: 
think,  that  it  deferves  fomething  m.ore,  than  the 
putting  of  a  bare  negative  upon  its  being  read  a 
fecond  time. 

'  It  has  often  been  endeavoured,  by  many  Lords 
in  this  houfe,  to  fet  a  regular  ftanding  army  in  the 
moft  terrible  light  •,  and  great  art  has  formerly 
been  ufed  to  ftiew  the  dangerous  confequences  of 
fuch  an  army  ^  but  in  all  the  debates  that  have  hap- 
pened in  this  houfe,  upon  that  head,  there  never 
were  any  fuch  fatal  confequences  pretended,  as  I 
fliould  have  dreaded  from  a  ftanding  army,  under 
the  regulations  prefcribed  in  this  bill,  had  it  paffed 
into  a  law.  While  our  army  continues  in  the  ftate 
it  is  in  at  prefent,  while  it  depends  upon  the  Par- 
liament for  its  very  exiftence,  and  while  the  offi- 
cers depend  upon  the  King  for  the  continuing  of 
them  in  their  refpective  commands,  1  fliall  never 

*  have 
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have  any  fears  about  the  confeguences  whicli  may 
from  thence  enfue  5  but  if  this  bill  had  paffed  into 
a  law,  our  army  had  been  made  independent  loth 
of  King  and  Parliament,  The  officers  would  tlieii 
have  depended  upon  no  power  but  their  own  ^ 
they  would  foon  have  begun  to  think,  that  they 
had  a  legal  right  to  their  coramiliions,  and  confe- 
quently  to  their  pay  ^  and  if  both  King  and  Par- 
liament had  joined  in  opinion,  for  reducmg  any 
number  of  them,  they  would  have  looked  on  it  as 
an  injury  done  them,  and  would  have  been  apt  to 
have  joined  all  together  to  prevent  theetftdt  of  any 
fuch  refolution  •,  and  if  they  had,  I  would  be  glad 
to  know,  how  the  refolutions  of  King  and  Parlia* 
ment could  have  been  made  effectual  againft  thcm^ 
whereas,  while  they  remain  in  the  dependent  ftate 
they  are  in  at  prefent,  they  know  they  have  no 
longer  any  right,  either  to  their  commiihons  or  to 
their  pay,  than  it  Ihall  pleafe  his  Majefty  to  conti- 
nue  them  in  their  command,  and  therefore  they 
readily  fubmit,  whenever  his  Majefty  finds  it  pro* 
per  to  reduce  any  number  of  them. 
'  This,  my  Lords,  would  have  been  the  confe- 
quence  as  to  the  public  •,  but  then  as  to  private 
perfons,  the  moft  terrible  oppreffions  mjght  have 
enfued,  from  making  the  officers  fuhject  to  no 
power  but  their  own.  The  officers  of  the  army, 
like  all  other  fets  of  men  are  apt  to  favour  one 
another  ^  they  are  likewife  apt  to  favour  the  com- 
mon lbldiers,as  bemgoithe  fame  bodj^  with  them- 
fcives  :  We  all  know,  how  many  little  a6ts  of 
opprefiion  may  be  committed  by  the  officers  and 
foldiers,  in  their  refpective  quarters,  and  otherwiie, 
which  cannot  come  under  the  cogniiance  of  the 
common  law.  If,  in  fuch  cafes,  the  ofiicci-'  fliould 
be  guilty  of  oppreifions,  or  Ihould  co.inive  at  the 
irregularities  committed  by  the  ioldiers  under  his 
command,  we  may  eafily  judge  what  woulu  be  the 
J  confequence,  if  the  offender  couid  nor  oe  an  v  Way 
Vol.  XL  U  h  '*  pu- 
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^  punifhed,  but  by  a  trial  and  fentence  of  his  brother 

*  officers  in  a  court  martial,  who  might  probably  be 
'  all   guilt)''  of  the  fame  crimes  and  irregularities : 

*  Ajid  if,  in  fuch  cafes,  the  officers  had  nothing  to 
'  fear,  either  from  King  or  Parliament,  we  may  moft 
'  certainly  conclude,  that  our  regular  army  would 
'  foon  become  intolerabl}''  irregular,  and  would  be- 
'  come  a  moft  infupportable  grievance  to  the  ]:eople, 
'  in  all  parts  of  the  country  thro' which  they  (hould 
'  happen  to  march,  or  where  they  fhould  happen  to 

*  be  pofted. 

'  This,  I  find,  my  Lords,  was  an  inconvenience 

*  which  the  projectors  of  this  bill  were  aware  of  5 

*  and  therefore  they  have  pretended  to  contrive  a  re- 
'  medy  for  this  evil,  by  leaving  officers  liable  to  be 

*  broke,  or  removed  by  his  Majefty,  upon  an  ad- 
'  drefs  from  either  houfe  of  Parliament  ^  but  I  am 

*  afraid,  that  this  remedy  would  have  been  foon 
'  found  to  be  altogether  ineffedual.     The  principal 

*  reafon  affigned  for  bringing  in  this  bill,  was,   be- 

*  caufe  the  officers  of  the  army  are  now  become  nu- 
'  merous  in  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  and  may 

*  foon  become  more  numerous,  fo  as  at  laft  to  be 

*  able  to  bear  too  great  a  fway  in  both  houfes.  If 
'  this  be  the  cafe,  as  they  are  fituated  at  prefent, 
'  would  not  we  have  much  more  to  fear  from  their 
'  numbers  and  fway  in  Parliament,    if  they  had  a 

*  fort  of  freehold  in  their  commiifions  ^  which  they 
'  would  have  had,  if  this  bill  had  paiTed  into  a  law  ? 
'  Would  not  the  holdmg  of  their  commiffions  for 

*  life  have  made  every  one  of  them  more  confider- 

*  able  in  the  country  than  they  can  poilibly  be,  in 
'  the  precarious  condition  they  are  in  at  prefent  > 

*  And  if  you  had  added  to  their  weight  and  intereft 
^  in  the  country,  would  not  you  of  courfe  have  in- 
*■  creafed  their  numbers  and  their  fway  in  bothhou- 
t  fes  of  Parliament  ?  This,  my  Lords,  I  look  upon 
*'  as  a  moft  certain  confequence ;  and  are  we  not  rea- 
^  fonably  to  fuppofe^  that  all  the  officers  in  both 

*  houfes 
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houfes  of  Parliament  would  have  joined,  not  only 
in  voting,  but  in  making  all  the  interell  they  could 
againft  any  motion  for  fuch  an  addrefs  ?  This 
would  certainly  have  been  the  caie  ^  and  if  this  bill 
had  paffed  into  a  law,  I  am  convinced,  the  ofii- 
cers  of  the  army  would  loon  have  got  fuch  an  in- 
tereft  in  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  that  it  would 
have  been  impoilible  to  have  procured  an  addrefs 
from  either  houle,  for  the  removal  of  any  one  of 
them.  The  officers  who  had  feats  in  Parliament, 
would,  upon  any  fuch  motion,  naturally  have  told 
you,  why  this  extraordinary  remedy?  if  the  man 
is  guilty,  fend  him  to  us  ^  we'll  try  him,  and  break 
him  by  the  fentence  of  a  court  martial  ^  and  if  he 
be  not  guilty,  he  ought  not  to  be  broke  ^  he  ought 
not  to  be  oppreffed  by  a  vote  of  either  houfe  of 
Parliament. 

'  At  prefent,  my  Lords,  if  any  of  the  officers  of 
the  arm}^  commit  any  a6t  of  opprelFion,  or  allow 
thefoldiers  under  their  command  to  commit  anf 
irregularities  upon  the  poor  people  among  whom 
they  are  quartered  -5  the  honeil  countryman  has  a 
ready  redrefs  ^  he  reprcfents  his  cafe  to  his  land- 
lord,  and  his  landlord,  either  by  himfelf,  or  by 
fome  gentleman  of  his  acquaintance,  gets  the  poor 
man's  cafe  laid  before  the  fecretary  at  war,  who 
reprefents  it  to  the  Xing  ^  and  if  an  officer  fhouLi 
be  often  found  guilty  of  fuch  little  trefpaiTes,  to 
be  fure his  Majefty  would cafhier  him,  which  cer- 
tainly is  a  check  upon  the  behaviour  of  thofe  of* 
ficers,  whofe  inclinations  may,  perhaps,  be  very 
ftrong  towards  acts  of  oppreliion  :  But  if  this  bill 
had  palled,  where  fhould  the  poor  man  have  gone 
to  complain  ?  If  he  had  got  his  cafe  reprefented  to 
the  fetretary  at  v/ar,  and,  by  that  means,  to  the 
King,  what  could  his  Majefliy  have  done?  He 
would  have  had  no  power  to  rectify  the  abufe,  or 
to  punifh  the  offender  :  And  if  the  officer  had  been 
brought  before  a  court  martial,  they  could  not 
H  h  .;:       '  "  h^ve 
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have  inquired  into  the  general  courfe  of  his  beha- 
viour^ they  could  have  inquired  only  into  that 
particular  fad,  which  they  would  not  probably 
have  found  to  be  of  weight  enough  to  have  broke 
a  brother  officer  ^  and  even  as  to  that  particular 
ht},  it  might  have  happened,  that  the  court  mar- 
tial was  conipofed  cf  officers  who  were  mod  of 
them  guilty  of,  and  liable  to  be  profecuted  for, 
the  fame  fort  of  crime  -,  I  believe  it  will  i:u|t  be 
fuppofed,  that  the  poor  injured  man  would  have 
met  with  much  redrefs  from  that  court  martial; 
who  would  have  been  loath  to  have  encouraged 
fuch  complaints,  by  giving  a  proper  redrefs  to  the 
perfon  complaining.  This  might  have  been  the 
cafe  as  to  courts  m.artial,  and  how  difficult  it  would 
have  been  for  a  poor  countryman,  perhaps,  in  fome 
remote  part  of  the  ifland,  or  indeed  for  any  man, 
to  have  obtained  redrefs,  by  a  comx^laint  in  Parlia- 
ment, I  have  already  (hewn. 
'  Whether  this  difficulty  of  obtaining  redrefs,  a- 
gainft  an  oppreffive  and  unruly  officer,  would  not 
have  encouraged  great  licentioufnefs  in  the  army, 
I  leave  to  every  one  of  your  Lordfhips  to  judge. 
Even  with  all  the  power  which  the  crown  now  has 
over  the  officers  and  the  foldiers,  it  is  a  difficult 
matter  to  prevent  their  being  fometimes  a  little 
troublefome  in  their  quarters,  or  to  keep  up  that 
regular  and  exad  difcipline  which  ought  to  be  pre- 
ferved  in  an  army  ^  but  if  this  bill  had  paffed  into 
a  law,  it  would  have  been  impoffible  to  have  pre- 
vented  the  one,  or  to  have  enforced  the  other: 
Kay,  I  do  not  fee,  my  Lords,  how  it  would  have 
been  poilible  for  the  colonel  of  a  regiment  to  have 
commandid  that  fubmiifion  and  refped  which  is 
due  to  him,  by  the  officers  of  his  own  regiment : 
All  iiiferior  officers  would  have  become  fo  inde- 
pendent of  their  fuperiors  in  command,  that  it 
would  have  been  impoifible  to  keep  them  to  a 
ftrict  obfervance  of  their  duty :  Every  little  fault, 
I  every 
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*  every  little  negledt  of  duty,  could  not  have  been 

*  brought  before  a  court  martial,  aud  if  it  Jiad,  tlie 

*  officers  would  have  hccn  loath  to  have  broke  a 

*  brother  officer  for  one  little  failing,  of  which  tlicy, 

*  or  moft  of  them,    perhaps,    had   been  guilt3^ 

*  Whereas,  while  the  power  of  removing  rcmaiiis 

*  in  the  crown,  the  whole  tenor  of  an  officer's  be- 

*  haviour  may  be  confidered  ♦,   and  if,    upon  the 

*  whole,  it  appears  to  be  bad,^  and  without  any 

*  hopes  of  amendment,  his  Majefty  may,  and  cer- 

*  taiiily  would,  remove  him  from  his  poll  in  the 

*  army. 

*  In  fhort^  my  Lords,  the  evil  confequences  of 
'  this  bill  are  fo  numerous,  tliat  I  hope  your  Lord- 
'  fliips  will  endeavour  to  prevent  any  fuch  bill's 

*  being  brought  in  for  the  future,  and  therefore  I 
I  Ihall  move,  that  it  may  be  reje£led. 

Upon  which  motion,  the  queftinn  was  immedi- 
ately put,  and  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  with* 
out  a  divifion. 

On  occafion  of  putting  a  negative  on  the  former 
queftion,  the  following  proteft  was  entered. 

The  queftion  being  put  upon  the  firft  motion. 

It  was  rcfolved  in  the  negative. 

Contents  49  ->    ^^ 

Prnxies  i^  y 


Not  Contents    78  ■> 


XOQ 


Proxies  2: 

Bijfcntknt, 
I.  T>  Ecaufe  the  exigence  of  affairs  in  times  paft,  orproteft  on 
XJ  complaifance  of  former  Parliaments,  have,  for  Jj^f^^g'^^J^ 
feveral  years,  occafioned  the  keeping  up  a  confidera-^ii^^* 
bie  body  of  land  forces  in  this  kingdom ;  and,  as 
various  events  may  happen,  to  oblige  future  Parlia* 
mcnts  to  purfue  the  fame  meafures,  which  nothing 
but  the  utmoft  neceflity  can  juftify,  they  being  re- 
^ugn^t  to  the  nature  of  our  coiiliitutioo,  and  dan^ 

Jib  3  g<rou« 


O  P  A  fv  L  I  A  M  E  N  T  A  Fv  Y         A.  1 734* 

gcroiis  to  the  liberties  of  a  free  people  ♦,  and,  as  the 
whole  diipoiltion  of  the  laid  forces  is  abfolutely  in 
the  crown,  we  cannot  but  think  it  highly  reafona- 
Lie,  tliat  when  fo  great  an  increafe  of  power  and 
iniluence,  which  was  formerly  occafional  and  rare, 
comes  to  be  annually  veiled, and  conftantly  exercifed 
hy  the  crown,  that  Ibnie  fuch  limitations,  as  are  pro- 
pofcd  by  this  bill,  are  not  only  proper,  but  neceifa- 
r_y.  And  we  are  confirmed  in  that  opinion,  by  the 
dodrine  To  often  and  fo  ftrongly  laid  down  in  this 
houfe,  that  the  grcateil  danger  to  this  nation,  from 
a  ftanding  military  force,  muft  arife  from  theabufe 
of  the  power  which  now  fubfifts,  of  cafliiering  offi- 
cers, Without  any  crime  proved  or  alledged,  and  of 
garbling  the  army  at  pleafure.  And  we  heartily  wifh, 
that  nothing  had  fiace  happened  to  put  us  in  mind  of 
that  dodrine. 

7.  Becaufe  the  em.plojnng  or  removing  of  all  ge- 
neral ofncers  would  have  been  left  in  the  crown,  if 
this  bill  had  paffed  into  a  law  ^  for  the  enacting 
claufes  were  only  to  this  purpofe.  That  no  colonel, 
or  other  officer  of  inferior  degree,  having  his  com- 
iriilFion  from  the  crown,  fliali  be  cafhiered  or  reino- 
vcd  (other  than  to  a  higher  polt)  or  difcharged  from 
his  comrnillion,  or  be  deprived  of  the  pay  belonging 
to  the  fame,  in  any  other  manner  than  by  a  court 
martial,  to  be  appointed  by  a  commiirion  under  his 
Majefty's  lign  manual  to  any  officer  not  under  the 
degree  of  a  field  officer  ^  at  the  fame  time  there  is 
Fio  provifion  in  the  bill,  that  nothing  fhall  extend  to 
prevent  his  Majefliy,  or  his  fucceffors,  fromdisband- 
;;.  .:;.v'i3g,  breaking,  or  reducing  all,  or  any  of  the  regi- 
iTients,  troops  or  companies  now  in  being,  or  which 
ihall,  or  inay  be  raifed  hereafter.  And  it  is  farther 
pcovided^  That  his  Majefty  and  his  fuccefTors  may 
remove  any  officer,  upon  an  addrefs  of  either  houfe 
of  Parliament.  We  conceive,  therefor?,  that  as  thefe 
pofts  v/jauid  ftill  have  remained,  4apon  alb  vacancies, 

i  in 
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in  the  fole  difpofal  of  his  Majefty,  and  that  the  per- 
fons  now  poffeliing  them  are  liable  to  be  removed  for 
any  breach  or  negledt  of  duty,  by  a  court  martial, 
or  by  addrefs  of  either  houfe  of  Parliament,  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  crown  woulJ  be  no  other  ways  a- 
bridged  or  altered,  than  it  has  been  on  many  other 
occafions,  particularly  in  that  inftance,  of  making 
the  Judges  to  hold  their  places  ^uamdiit  fe  hcne  gej- 
fer'int^  which  were  formerly  durmg  pleafure  only  : 
Which  alteration  has  been  always  approved,  and  we 
hope  will,  in  no  time  to  come,  ever  be  attempted  to 
be  repealed. 

3.  Becaufe  thepradlice  of  all  the  nations  in  Eu-^' 
rop^,  even  where  the  government  is  moft  arbitrary, 
jullifies  the  intention  of  this  bill,  for  no  inftance  can 
be  produced  in  any  other  kingdom  or  ftate  (as  we 
believe)  where  officers  are  caihiered  or  deprived  of 
their  commilfions,  otherwife  than  by  the  judgment 
of  a  court  martial  ^  how  much  ftronger  reafons  then 
have  we  of  this  nation  to  eftablifh  fuch  a  rule,  fmce 
our  officers  are  many  of  them  in  a  capacity  of  having 
a  fhare  in  the  legiflature,  where  it  is  abfolntely  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  prefefvation  of  the  conftitution,  that 
every  member  (hould  be  free  and  independent  ^  and 
more  particularly  at  this  time,  when  we  find  the 
number  of  officers  having  feats  inParliament,far  grea- 
ter than  ever  it  was,  even  in  time  of  war,  when  a-- 
bove  three  times  the  number  of  the  prefent  troops 
were  kept  on  foot  ? 

4.  Although  it  was  objeded  in  the  debate, 
That  in  time  of  danger,  upon  fafpicion  of  traite- 
rous  practices,  it  might  be  neceffary  to  remove  an 
officer  from  his  poll,  though  the  informations 
might  not  be  ready  to  be  produced,  or  proper  to 
be  laid  before  a  court  martial  *,  and  yet  bjrfiich  of- 
ficers continuing  in  their  pofts,  great  mifchicfs 
might  accrue  to  his  Majefty  and  the  public  :   We 

H  h  4  app^'e-» 
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apprehend,  that  objedion  received  a  full  anfwer, 
Tiiat,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  an  officer  might  be  immediately 
put  under  arreft,  or  fent  to  fome  other  poft,  where  he 
could  not  be  fo  dangerous  :  And  we  conceive,  fuch 
a  method  of  proceeding  will  always  be  thought  moft 
proper,  when  the  crime  is  only  fufpeded,  but  not 
capable  of  legal  proofs  for  it  muft  be  allowed,  as 
unjuft  to  condemn  a  man  upon  fufpicion  only,  as 
it  would  be  unreafonable,  to  let  a  man  continue 
in  pp-vc.^r,  who  is  ju/Ilv  u^der  fitfpkion  -,  that  part 
of  the  prerogative,  which  will  always  be  efteem- 
ed  the  brighteft  jtwel  of  the  crown,  the  powtr 
of  conferring  grace  and  favour,  would  have  remain- 
ed intire,  had  this  bill  paiTed  into  a  law  •,  only  the 
difag-  eeablc  pait  of  mfliding  punifliments,  was  de- 
iigiied  to  be  limited,  or  rather  fecured  by  this  bill, 
from  being  turned  to  an  illufe,  by  the  private  whit 
pers  of  fome  malicious  or  vindiiiive  mini/hr^  who 
may,  at  any  tmie  hereafter,  unhappily  get  poffef' 
lion  of  the  royal  ear. 

5.  Becaufe  the  time  for  the  new  eleftions  draw- 
ing near,  we  look  upon  this  as  the  moft  favourable 
opportunity  of  palling  fo  necefTary  a  bill,  fince 
hereafter  the  very  great  increafe,  which  may  pro- 
bably happen,  of  the  number  of  officers  in  Parlia- 
ment, may  render  the  future  paihng  of  fuch  a  bill 
totally  impracticable  :  For  while  the  officers  of  the 
army  remain  in  their  pre  feat  precarious  fitua- 
tion,  they  may  be  intimidated  by  the  threats  of 
an  imforgvvwg  minifter,  from  voting  even  for  a 
bill  of  this  nature,  and  chufe  to  purchafe  pre- 
fent  fecurity  at  the  price  of  their  own  interefl:,  and 
their  future  independence  in  Parliament,  in  which 
the  liberty  of  their  country  is  fo  much  concerned. 

6,  Becaufe  we  conceive  the  fmall  degree  of  in- 
dependence, propofed  to  be  given  to  the  officers  of 
the  arxnj  by  this  bill,  to  be  n^cf flary  to  prevent 

"         '      their 
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their  being  expofed  to  temptations,  in  which  (tho' 
we  are  ready  to  do  juftice  to  the  fentiments  of 
honour  and  virtue  in  thefe  gentlemen)  we  fhould 
rather  lament  than  wonder,  to  find  a  difcou raged 
and  indigent  virtue  yield  to  a  criminal,  but  profpe- 
rous  compliance  5  efpecially  Ihould  we  have  the 
misfortune,  to  fee  aa  impmous^  ^H'grafp'mg^  powers 
engroffing  mimfta^  who  may  make  their  political 
fubmilhon  to  his  opprelFive  and  deftrudive  Ichemes, 
the  only  teft  of  their  merit,  and  the  only  tenure  of 
their  commiiFions. 


47t 


Wmchelfea  and 
{Nottmgham^ 
ScarfJaky 
Warrington^ 

Suffolk^ 

Marlborough 
Marchmonty 

Wejmouth<i 
Tweedak, 
Chdfterfield^ 
Carter^y 


Oxford  ani  Mart, 

Willougbhy  de  Br* 

Clinton^ 

Boyle^ 

Berk/hire^ 

Mafiamy 

Denbigh^ 

I'nchfiddy 

Craven^ 

Monirofe, 

Ktr^ 


iiovxr^ 

BriicCj 

^irajford^ 

Bathurfiy 

Bedford^ 

Boltofh 

Cobham^ 

Tadca/Ur^ 

Bndgtwaur^ 

Cardigan^ 

Foky. 


Then  the  Lord  Cart  era  ftood  up,  and  after  a  fhort  Morioi^  for 
fpeech,  moved,   '  That  an  humble  addrefs  ihould  JCoui'",! 

*  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  would  be  g^'a-^;=^^'^^^^** 

*  cioufly  pleafed  to  acquaint  the  houfe,  wlio  advifed 

*  his  Majefty  to  remove  the  Duke  of  Bolton^  and 

*  the  Lord  Vifcount  Cohbam,   from  their  reipe6tive 
'  regiments,  and  what  crimes  were  laid  to  their 

*  charge. 

Whereupon  the  Earl  of  Hay  flood  up,  and  fpoke  F.ari  of irv 
as  follows,  m.    *  My  Lords,  the  motion  which ^^'"^^' 

*  the  noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed  to  make,  is,  I 

*  think,  a  very  new,  and  a  very  extraordinary  mo~ 

*  tion,  and  it  xs  the  more  atraordinary,  in  that  his 
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*  Lord  (hip  has  been  pleafed  to  make  it  juft  after  he 
'  has  feen  the  bill,  offered  by  fome  of  his  -friends, 

*  rejeded  b}''  this  houfe  ^  for  to  me  it  appears 
plain,  that  fince  the  Lords  who  offered  that  bill 
iind  that  this  houfe  will  not  agree  to  the  bill 
they  were  pleafed  to  offer,  they  are  refolved  upoa' 
•endeavouring  to  obtain  by  motion,  the  very  fame 
tiling,  which  they  had  endeavoured  to  obtain  by 
their  bill.    . 

'  The  defign  of  the  bill  was,  to  take  away  from'^ 
the  crown  the  power  of  removing  the  officers  of^  • 
the  army,  and  to  enact,  that  for  the  future  no  offi- 
cer fhould  be  removed  but  by  a  court  martial,  or 
by  an  addrefs  from^  either  houfe  of  Parliament. 
This  the  houfe  has,  I  think,  for  very  good  reafons 
refufed  to  agree  to  ^  and  therefore  now  they  pro-- 
pofe  to  us  to  demand  from  his  Majefty  the  realbn 
wh}^  he  has  removed  tv/o  officers  from  their  com- 
mands in  the  army.  Surely- every  one  of  your 
Lordfhips  muff  fee,  that  fnch  an  addrefs  would 
have  the  very  fame  effect  ^  for  if  fuch  a  precedent 
Ihould  once  be  made,  it  would  foon  become  an 
ufual  cuftom  :  If  ever  his  Majefly,  or  any  of  his 
fuccelTors,  ihould  at  anytime  hereafter  think  pro- 
per to  remove  any  officer  from  his  command  in 
the  army,  there  would  immediately  be  an  addrefs 

;f?om  one,  perhaps  from  both  houfes  of  Parliament, 
demanding  his  Majefty^s  reafons  for  the  removal 
of  that  officer  ^  and  in  cafe  the  reafons  given  fhould 
appear  to  Parliament  not  to  be  fuffi'cient,  we  need 
not' doubt  but  that  the  firft  addrefs  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  fecond^  for  replacing  that  officer,  which 
the  King  would  be  obliged  to  comply  with,  or  fall 
out  with  his  Parliament  ^  fo  that  neither  his  Ma- 
jefty, nor  any  of  his  fucceffors,  would  ever  venture 
to  remove  an  officer  from  his  command  in  the 
army,  but  by  the  fentence  of  a  court  martial,  or 
in  purfuance  of  an  addrefs  previoully  obtained  ' 
from  Parliament  for  that  purpofe*  — .  ' ,  - '    ' 

I  *  Thus 
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*  Thus,  my  Lords,  it  is  plain,  that  the  addiefs 
now  moved  for,  would  make  fuch  a  precedent,  as 

would  have  the  fame  effed  with  the  bill  which 
your  Lord  (hips  have  jufi:  now  been  plea  fed  to  re- 
jed.  Nay,  it  is  certain,  that  the  precedent  would 
have  a  more  extenfive  effect,  and  woife  confe- 
qucnces,  than  the  bill  could  have  had  ^  bccaufe  the 
bill  was  confined,  it  went  no  higher  than  colonels 
of  regiments,  but  the  precedent  introduced  by  the 
addrefs  now  moved  for,  would  be  unconfined,  it 
would  extend  to  generals,  it  would  even  extend 
to  the  general  in  chief-,  and  therefore  it  mull:  be 
agreed,  that  all  thole  arguments,  which  mc^ft  jufl- 
ly  weighed  fo  much  with  your  Lord  111  ips,  as  to 
make  you  rejed:  the  bill,  muft  militate  m.ore 
ftrongly  againft  the  addrefs  now  propofed.  Thofe 
arguments  have  been  already  lb  clearly  and  fo 
fully  flated,  that  I  am  fure  I  neither  need  to  repeat, 
nor  can  I  add  to  them,  but  Ihali  onlyfa}^  that  as 
I  was  againft  the  bill,  fo  I  fliall  likewife  be  againft 
the  addrefs  •,  and  I  cannot  but  believe,  that  every 
Lord  in  this  houfe  who  joined  with  me  in  opinio;! 
upon  the  former  queftion,  will  do  me  tliQ  honour 
to  join  me  likewife  in  this. 

l^oxA  Bath itr J}.     '  As  to  the  particular  cafe  nowi.ordi?^- 
before  us,  if  it  be  fomething  new,  it  is  not  at  aiirjzjj!," 
to  be  wondered  at  ^  becaufe  it  is  but  lately  that  we  ' 
have  had  any  fuch  thing  as  a  ftanding  army,  and, 
even  fince  we  have  had  a  ftanding  army,  it  has  been 
but  very  feidom  that  any  gentleman  has  been  re- 
moved from  his  command  in  the  army,  without 
fo  much  as  a  pretence  for  fo  doing,  which  is  iht 
cafe  now  before  us  ^   there  was  not,  I  believe,  f ) 
much  as  a  pretence  for  the  removals  which  have 
given  occafion  for  this  motion  ^  there  was,  at  leaft, 
no  juft  pretence  that  the  public  have  ever  yet  heard 
of    But  as  to  the  cafe  in  general,  my  Lords,  it  is 

*  neither 
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tieither  new  nor  extraordinary  ^  for  it  is  well 
Icnown,  tJr^t  this  houfe  has  often  addreffed  the 
King  to  lcnoT;^%  who  were  his  advifers  as  to  fome 
particular  ftep  that  has  been  taken  :  This  is  what 
appears  often  upon  the  journals  of  your  Lord  (hipi 
houfe,  and  it  is  one  of  the  chief  ends  of  our  fitting 
here  :  We  are  his  Majefty's  great  council,  and  if 
his  Majefty,  or  any  of  his  fucceffors  fhould  ever, 
by  wicked  counfellors,  be  prevailed  on  to  do  what 
is  publicly  and  generally  complained  of,  we  are 
obliged,  both  in  honour  and  duty,  to  inquire  into 
the  affair,  and  to  addrefs  his  Majefty  to  lay  before 
us  the  reafons  for  his  fo  doing,  and  to  inform  us 
who  it  was  that  advifed  him  to  take  fuch  meafures; 
that  fo  the  meafures,  if  right,  maybe  juftificd^ 
and,  if  wrong,  that  the  indignation  of  the  people 
may  be  removed  from  the  throne,  that  their  re- 
fentment  may  fall,  as  it  ought,  upon  thofe  that 
advifed  fuch  meafures,  and  that  the  evil  counfel- 
lors may  meet  with  that  punifhment  which  they 
deferve.  This,  my  Lords,  is  really  the  cafe  now 
befoi'e  us,  a  meafure  has  been  taken  which  has 
raif  d  a  general  clamour,  and  we  are  the  more 
concrriicd  in  it,  becaufe  the  two  officers  who  have 
been  renir>ved  are  both  members  of  this  houfe.  I 
make  no  doubt  but  that  very  fufficient  reafons 
have  been  ftiewn  to  his  Majefty  for  removing 
them  •,  but  I  have  fo  good  an  opinion  of  the  two 
noble  Lords,  that  I  am  convinced,  the  reafons 
which  have  hten  fhewn  to  his  Majefty  for  their 
removal,  are  falfe,  and  were  grounded  only  upoa 
mi  ft  eprefenrations. 

'  'Tis  true,  m^y  Lords,  T  was  one  of  thofe  Lords 
who  voted  for  the  bill,  which  your  Lordftiips  have 
been  pleai'ed  to  re jecl.  I  muft  fay,  that  1  have  as 
3^et  heard  nothing  f  hat  can  make  me  alter  my  opi- 
nion, and  liDce  it  has  been  faid,  that  the  fame  ar- 
gutnciits  whica  prevailed  with  your  Lordfhips  to 
reject  that  bill,  m.uft  now  prevail  with  you  to  re- 
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jeft  this  motion,  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  talce  fome 
notice  of  thole  arguip.ents.  I  was,  indeed,  a  little 
furprifed  to  hear  it  laid,  that  by  the  bill,  the  cm- 
cers  of  the  army  were  to  acquiie  a  fort  of  freehold 
in  their  com  millions.  I  believe  your  Loulihips 
would  not  agree  to  take  any  pardcular  mans  free- 
hold from  him,  even  by  an  ait  of  Parliament, 
without  giving  him  an  equivalent  ♦,  but  notwith- 
ftandmg  any  provifion  in  the  bill,  an  officer  was 
to  remain  liable  to  have  his  commiilion  taken 
from  him  by  an  addiefs  only,  without  any  caufe 
affigned,  or  equivalent  given  •,  nay,  by  breaking  or 
reducing  the  regiment,  all  the  officers  of  the  regi- 
ment might  have  been  turned  out  of  their  com* 
mands  by  his  Majefty's  fingle  authority  ^  which 
fhews,  that  though  the  bill  had  palled,  it  would 
have  given  them  no  manner  of  freehold  in  their 
commiffions  :  It  would,  in  reality,  have  given  the 
officers  no  farther  right  to  their  commiilions  than 
they  have  at  prefent  •,  for  it  is  certain,  that  every 
officer  has  now  a  right  to  his  commiffion,  as  long 
as  he  behaves  well,  and  the  corps  to  which  he  be- 
longs is  kept  intire  ^  no  officer  ought,  or  can  juft- 
ly,  be  turned  out  of  his  bread,  as  long  as  he  be- 
haves well  *,  and  all  that  was  propofed  to  be  done 
by  the  bill,  was,  to  fubje^  the  behaviour  of  an  of- 
ficer to  the  judgment  of  a  court  martial,  or  a  houfe 
of  Parliament,  inftead  of  leaving  it  fubjed  to  the 
judgment  of  minifters  of  ftate  or  court -favourites : 
The  officers  therefore,  if  the  bill  had  palled  into  a 
law,  could  not  have  imagined,  that  they  had  any 
better  right  to  their  commiflions  or  their  pay,  than 
they  now  have  ^  and  confequently,  there  could 
never  have  been  any  more  danger  or  difficulty  in 
reducing  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  army,  than 
there  is  at  prefent. 

'  But,  my  Lords,  fuppofing  that  the  officers  of 
the  army  were  to  be  rendered,  as  to  the  holding 
©f  their  commiffions,  iatirely  independent  both  of 

'  King 
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King  and  Parliament,  farely  if  any  danger  were 
to  be  apprehended  from  them,  in  fuch  a  ftate,  in 
cafe  they  fhould  unite  againfl:  King  and  Parlia- 
ment, under  a  general  of  their  own  chufing,  the 
Parliament,  and  confequently  the  people,  have 
much  more  to  fear  from  them,  in  their  prefent 
ftate,  in  cafe  fome  future  King  ftiould  think  pro- 
per to  make  ufe  of  them  for  the  deftruction  of  Par- 
liaments, and  for  overturning  the  liberties  and 
privileges  of  the  people  ^  for  certainly  it  would 
be  much  more  eafy  for  the  army  to  unite  together 
under  the  King,  who  is  their  chief  general  by  law, 
than  under  any  one  of  their  own  chufing,  which 
very  choice  would  be  a  flying  in  the  face  of  the 
law  •,  and  this  union  would  certainly  be  the  more 
eafily  effected,  by  the  King's  having  the  power  he 
has  at  prefent,  of  turning  out  and  putting  in  whom- 
foever  he  pleafes :  The  noble  Lords  v/ho  oppofe 
this  motion,  may  talk  of  the  dependence  of  the 
army  upon  Parliament  ^  but  if  the  cafe  be  examin- 
ed ftridly,  it  will  appear,  that  the  army  has  real- 
ly no  dependence  upon  Parliament  :  The  King 
indeed  depends  upon  Parliament,  for  a  legal  power 
of  keeping  up  a  (landing  army  in  time  of  peace, 
and  for  enabling  him  to  pay  them  and  difcipline 
them  according  to  law  ^  but  if  in  any  future  time 
the  Parliament  fhould  think  it  neceiTary  to  reduce 
a  part  of  the  army,  and  of  confequence  make  no 
provifion  for  their  pa}^  the  refclution  of  Parlia- 
ment could  not  break  any  one  regiment,  or  any 
part  of  any  one  regiment,  in  the  kingdom  -,  the 
officers  might  all  legally  continue  in  their  refpec- 
tive  commands,  and  if  the  King  then  upon  the 
throne  fhould  not  think  fit  to  break  any  of  them, 
they  might,  indeed,  then  very  probably  think^ 
that  they  had  a  good  right  to  their  pay  as  long  as 
they  continued  in  commiifion  ^  and  if  they  could 
not  get  it  by  law,  they  might  probably  join  with 
tjie  King  in  railing  it  contrarj'-  to  law,  efpecially 

'  if 
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if  he,  forefeeing  what  would  happen,  had  talceii 
care  to  model  them  for  that  purpole,  which  any 
King  might  foontlo,  while  the  anny  continues  up- 
on the  footing  it-  as  on  at  prefent  •,  and  for  this 
reafon,  my  Lords,  I  muft  be  of  opinion,  that  all 
thofe  arguments,  which  have  been  ufed^for  fhew- 
ing  us  the  danger  of  making  an  army  independent, 
are  fo  many  arguments  for  {hewing  the  danger  of 
our  army's  being  intirely  dependent  upon  one 
branch  only  of  our  legiflature,  and  confequently 
are  good  arguments  for  the  bill,  which  was  defign- 
ed  to  make  the  army  not  intirely  dependent  upon 
any  one,  but  upon  all  the  three  branches  of  our 
legiflature. 

'  As  to  the  fubmiffion,  and  obedience  of  inferior 
officers  to  their  fuperiors,  it  is,  my  Lords,  fo 
ftrongly  inforced  by  the  martial  law,  and  it  is  fo 
much  the  intereft  of  every  officer  to  fee-it  pundu- 
ally  oblerved,  that  no  court  martial  could,  or 
would  incline,  either  to  avoid  or  defer  giving  fen- 
tence,  wherever  any  the  leaft  crime  of  that  nature 
fhould  appear  ^  and  as  to  all  forts  of  negledl  of 
duty,  we  know,  that  it  is  generally  the  other  offi- 
cers of  the  corps  that  fuffer  m.oft  by  fuch  negledt, 
and  therefore  we  m>ay  depend  on  it,  that  they 
would  always  take  care  to  fee  the  laws  of  war  duly 
put  in  execution,  againft  all  fuch  negligent  per- 
fons  ^  and  in  this  we  may  believe  they  vv^ould  be 
the  more  exad,  the  lefs  dependent  the}''  were  upon 
minifters  of  ftate,  or  court- favourites  •,  for  it  is  well 
known  in  the  army,  that  thofe  who  are  moft  fre- 
quently guilty  of  fuch  crimes,  and  meet  with  moft 
indulgence,  are  thofe  who  are  the  relations  or  the 
favourites  of  minifters  of  ftate,  or  fuch  other  per- 
fons  who  are  fuppofed  to  have  great  intereft  at 
court  •,  and  therefore  1  think  I  have  good  reafon  to 
preiume,  that  if  this  bill  had  palfed  into  a  law,  it 
*  would  have  greatly  conduced  to  the  obfervance  of 

*  the 
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'  the  moft  cxad^  military  difcipline  among  all  de- 

*  grees  of  men  in  the  army. 

*  I  am  furprifed,  my  Lords,  to  hear  it  pretended, 

*  that  the  making  of  the  officers  of  the  army,  in  feme 

*  fmall  meafure  only»  independent  of  a  Secretary  at 

*  war,  or  other  minifter  of  ftatc,  would  tend  to- 

*  wards  the  making  court  martials  connive  at  the 

*  opprefTions  or  abufes  that  might  be  committed, 
«  either  by  officers  or  foldiers,  in  the  places  where 

*  they  were  quartered,  or  in  the  places  thro'  which 

*  they  happened  to  march  ^  I  am  fure  there  is  no 

*  ground  that  I  know  of  for  fuch  a  pretence  5   and 

*  as  I  never  yet  heard  that  any  officer  was  fo  much 

*  as  fufpended  by  the  Secretary  at  war  for  fuch 

*  practices,  I  muft  think,  that  it  is  the  fear  of  pu- 

*  nifhment  from  a  court  martial,  that  has  hitherto 

*  kept  both  officers  and  foldiers  pretty  much  within 
'  bounds,  in  that  refpedt.    It  is  certain,  that  there 

*  is  not  the  leaft  crime  of  this  nature,  but  what  may 

*  be  brought  before  a  court  martial,  and  may  be 

*  punifhed  by  them  :  In  fuch  cafes,  a  court  m.artial 

*  as  well  as  the  fecretary  at  war,  may  conlider  the 

*  general  character  of  the  offender,  and  may  propor- 

*  tion  the  punilhment  according  to  it  5  and  I  do  not 

*  doubt,  but  that  they  would  break  any  officer  in 

*  the  army,  if,  upon  inquiry,  it  fnould  be  found, 

*  that  he  had  often  been  guilty  of  oppreiling  the  poor 
'  country  people  upon  whom  he  was  quartered,  or 

*  had  been  guilty  of  but  one  very  heinous  crime  of 
'  that  natuxe.     But  if  any  poor  country  inn-keeper 

*  or  vidualier  fliould  be  refufed  a  proper  redrefs,  by 

*  means  of  a  trial  before  a  court  martial,  could  not 

*  he  ealily  have  accefs  to  fome  of  the  Lords  of  this 

*  houfe,  or  to  fome  of  the  members  of  the  other, 
'  who  could  reprefent  his  cafe  to  Parliament,  where 

*  he  certainly  would  meet  with  a  proper  redrefs,  not 
'  only  againft  the  firft  offender,  but  even  againfl: 

*  the  officers  of  the  court  martial,  who  had  refufed 
'  him  juftice,  in  the  ordinary  way :  Whereus,  if  any 

'  Lord 
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*  Lord  of  this  houfe,  or  any  member  of  the  other, 
'  fliould  now  make  any  fuch  complaint,  he  would, 
'  probabljs  be  told,  that  his  complaint  was  irregu- 
'  lar  -,  it  ought  firft  to  have  been  made  to  the  fecre- 

*  tary  at  war. 

'  But,  my  Lords,  we  have  been  told,  that  if 
'  ever}''  officer  of  the  army  was  to  have  his  com m if- 
'  Hon  ^am  dm  fe  bene  ge/Jent^  their  intereft  in  the 
'  country,  and  their  numbers  in  Parliament,  would 

*  be  greater  than  it  is  at  prefent,  and  confequently 

*  that  they  would  have  fo  much  influence  inParlia- 
'  ment,  as  to  prevent  the  obtaining  of  an  acidrels 

*  from  either  houfe,  againfl:  any  of  the  officers  of 
'  the  army.  My  Lords,  that  their  natural  intereft 
^  in  the  country  would  be  greater,  and  d(  fervedly 

*  greater,  1  do  not  doubt,  but  that  their  numbers, 

*  or  their  influence  in  Parliament,  would  be  greater, 
^  I  VQxy  much  queftion  ^  for  if  they  were  to  expedt 
'  no  private  advantages  by  their  being  in  Parlia- 
'  ment,  thty  would  not,  I  believe,  be  io  very  fond 

*  of  being  members  of  either  houfe  ^   and  if  they 

*  had  no  dependence  upon  the  court,  with  refpect 
'  to  eledions,  they  would  be  upon  the  lame  foot- 
'  ing  with  other  gentlemen  t,  whereas,  while  they 
'  have  an  intire  dependence  upon  the  court,  it  is  to 
'  be  feared,  that  in  every  place,  where  an  officer 

*  fets  up  as  a  candidate  again  ft  a  country  gentle- 

*  man,  the  officer  will  be  fupported  hy  the  court, 
'  and  the  additional  intereft  an  officer  muft  have,  by 
'  his  being  fupported  by  the  court,  will  generally 

*  be  greater  than  any  additional  intereft  he  could 
'  acquire  by  his  having  his  commiffion  quam  dm  fe 

*  hene  gefferit :  And  thus  1  think  it  muft  appear  evi- 

*  dent,  that  if  the  bill  had  pa  fled  into  a  law,  the 

*  number  of  officers  in  Parliament  would  not  have 

*  been  fo  great,  as  it  may  probably  be,  if  the}'' con- 
[  tinue  upon  the  footing  they  are  on  at  prefent. 

Vol.  XI.  li  {  Now, 
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'  Now  as  to  tlieir  influence  in  Parliament,  is  it 
to  be  fiippofec],  that  any  fet  of  men  can  ever  unite 
fo  generalhs  or  fo  firml)'',  in  any  cafe,  efpecially 
fuch  a  dilhonourable  cafe,  as  that  of  fcreening  a 
guilt}^  perfon  ?  Is  it,  I  fay,  to  be  fuppofed,  that 
they  will  unite  fo  firmly  when  there  is  no  band  of 
union  among  them»,  but  that  of  their  being  of  the 
fame  profeiiion,  as  they  may  be  fuppofed  to  do, 
when  there  is  not  oiil}^  that  band  of  union  among 
them,  but  this  farther  band,  of  every  man's  com- 
miilion  depending  upon  his  uniting  with  the  reft 
under  a  minifterial  leader  ?  This  is  the  influence, 
m}^  Lords,  that  we  are  to  be  afraid  of :  It  is  not 
the  influence  of  the  officers  onlv,  even  fuppofing 
theni  to  join  together  ^  but  it  is  when  their  influ- 
ence in  Parliament  is  not  only  directed  by  the 
crown,  but  added  to  all  the  other  influences,  which 
the  crown  ma}^  have,  and  m.ull:  at  all  times  have, 
in  Parliament,  it  is  by  this  union  of  influences 
that  our  conftitution  m.ay  be  overturned  ;  and  this 
is  the  danger  which  b}^  this  bill  was  propofed  in 
part,  at  leali,  to  be  obviated, 
*  It  is  well  known,  that  a  dependence  upon  the 
crown,  is  a  dependence  upon  the  minifber,  and  if 
ever  fuch  a  dependence  fhould  come  tote abfolute, 
it  is  to  be  feared,  that  the  militar)'"  fword  may 
com;e  to  move  always  according  to  the  diredtions 
of  the  miniflerial  fword,  that  hangs  over  it  •,  and 
that  the  votes  of  thofe  officers,  who  may  hereafter 
happen  to  be  mem.bers  of  either  houfe  of  Parlia- 
ment, may  be  generally  directed  by  the  minifter, 
upon  whom  their  commiifions  depend.  It  is  to  be 
feared,  my  Lords,  that  preferment  or  difgrace  in 
the  armjs  may  come  to  depend,  not  upon  military 
virtues,  or  military  crimes,  but  upon  obedience  or 
difobedience  to  the  moft  unjuft  commands  of  a 
prime  m.inifter  :  This  is  v/hat,  I  think,  ought  to 
be  prevented,  if  pojfible.  I  will  admit,  nay,  I 
defire,  that  the  paths  of  preferment  may  be  made 

*  like 
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like  the  paths  of  virtue  :  Let  them  be  rough  and 
rugged,  but,  for  God's  fake,  my  Lords,  do  not  let 
lis  allow  them  to  be  miry  and  dirty. 
*  There  is,  my  Lords,  a  very  great  difference  be- 
tween the  motion  now  before  us,  and  the  bill  which 
your  Lordfhips  have  been  pleafed  to  rejedt  :  By 
the  addrefs  moved  for,  it  cannot  fo  much  as  be 
pretended,  that  there  is  any  attack  made  upon  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown,  or  that  the  power  of  the 
King  over  the  army  is  to  be  any  way  touched  *, 
nor  can  it  juftly  be  faid,  that  this  would  lay  a  pre- 
cedent for  addreffmg  the  King  upon  every  occa- 
/lon,  when  his  Majefty,  or  any  of  his  fucceffors, 
Ihould  think  proper  to  remove  an  officer  ^  there 
can  never  be  a  precedent  pretended  from  the  ad- 
drefs now  propofed,  but  when  fuch  removes  may 
occafion  a  general  difcontent  and  murmuring  in  the 
nation,  and  in  fuch  cafe,  I  hope  your  Lordfhips 
will  all  grant,  that  fuch  a  precedent  would  be  of 
great  ufe  ^  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  this  houfe  to 
addrefs  upon  all  fuch  occafions  •,  for  in  fuch  cafes 
it  will  always  be  of  great  fervice  to  the  King,  be- 
caufe  it  will  aiford  him  an  opportunit}^  of  fatisfy- 
ing  the  public,  that  what  he  did  was  right,  or  of 
doing  juftice  to  thofe  who  had  fulfered  by  calum- 
nies and  mifreprefentations  •,  and  therefore,  I  make 
no  doubt,  but  that  many  of  thofe  Lords,  who  vo- 
ted again  ft  the  bill,  will  join  with  me  in  voting 
for  this  addrefs.' 

The  Earl  oi  Cholmonddey,  among  other  things,  The  Eari  of 
fpoke  to  the  following  eftect,  viz.  '  1  cannot,  t^'^J  ^il'^^'^^l^^^^ 
Lords,  believe,  that  the  complaints  againft  the  re- 
moving of  the  two  noble  Lords  mentioned  in  the 
motion  now  before  you,  are  fo  great,  or  fo  general, 
as  fome  Lords  have  been  pleafed  to  reprefent  •,  for 
in  all  the  companies  that  I  have  ever  been  in  fince 
^  thefe  two  noble  Lords  were  removed,  I  have  not 
I  i  2  *  heard 
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heard  fo  much  as  one  complaint  againftit  -,  and  as 
the  generalit}^  of  thofe  complaints,  is  the  principal 
reafon  given  f^or  agreeing  to  the  addrefs  propofed, 
I  mull;  therefore  be  of  opinion,  that  there  is  no 
cccallon  for  any  fiich  addrefs.' 

The  Earl  0^  Ahingdon  ftood  up  next,  and,  among 
ther  things,  fpoke  thus  :  '  My  Lords,  a  very  good, 
and  a  particular  reafon  m^ay  be  given,  why  the  no- 
ble Lord,  wlio  fpoke  laft,  has  heard  no  complaint 
made  againft  the  removal  of  the  two  noble  Lords, 
mentioned  in  the  miOtion  for  this  addrefs.  It  would 
not  perhaps  be  very  polite,  it  would  not  even  be 
good  manners,  in  his  Lordfhip's  comipany  to  find 
fault  with  the  removal  of  thofe  two  noble  Lords, 
or  with  any  other  m.eafare  that  has  lately  been 
taken  ^  but  if  every  Lord  in  this  houfe,  who  has 
heard  a  coin  plaint  made  againft  that  meafure  in 
particular,  fhall  give  his  vote  for  the  addrefs  pro- 
pofed, I  believe  it  is  no  difficult  matter  to  deter- 
mine, v/hat  will  be  the  fate  of  the  queftion.' 

The  Duke  of  ArgyJe.  '  I  did  not  before,  my 
Lords,  give  the  houfe  any  trouble,  or  offer  to  give 
my  reafons  againft  the  bill,  becaufe,  as  I  thought  it 
a  very  new  thing,  and  a  very  extraordinary  one 
too,  I  thought,  that  the  Lorcls,  who  appeared  to 
be  for  it,  ought  to  have  given  their  reafons  for  be- 
ing fo,  before  it  could  be  expedted,  that  any  Lord 
fhould  give  his  reafons  for  being  againft  it  ^  for  it 
is  known  to  have  been  always  th.Q  cuftom  of  this 
houfe,  that,  when  any  thing  new  is  propofed  or 
offered,  the  Lords  who  are  for  it,  give  their  rea- 
fons, and  all  that  the  other  Lords  have  to  do,  is, 
to  fhew,  that  thofe  reafons  are  not  fufficient  for  pre- 
vailing with  the  houfe  to  agree  to  what  is  propofed. 
In  the  prefent  cafe,  I  did  indeed  hear  a  very  hand- 
fome  fpeech  made  in  favour  of  the  bill  prefented 

'  to 
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to  us  5  a  great  many  pretty  things  ivere  indeed  fciid 
in  its  favour,  but  in  all  that  was  faid,  I  could  not 
obferve  any  real  argument,  or  an}^  reafon  offered 
for  inducing  us  to  make  fuch  an  alteration  in  our 
conftitution,  as  was  propofed  to  be  made  by  that 
bill. 

'  I  hope,  my  Lords,  there  are  no  gentlemen  in 
the  army,  that  ever  were,  or  ever  can  be  prevailed 
on,  either  to  a6l  or  fpealc  contrary  to  their  con- 
fcience,  by  the  fears  of  being  turned  out  of  their 
commiffions  ,  I  hope  there  never  will  be  any  fuch 
in  our  army  ^  but  if  there  are  new,  or  ever  fhall 
be,  any  fuch  abandoned  men  in  our  army,  I  am 
fure  there  was  nothing  propofed  by  the  bill,  that 
could  have  had  any  elfedl  as  to  fuch  men  i  for  it 
is  v/ell  known,  I  believe  ever}^  one  of  your  Lord- 
fhips  is  fenfible,  that,  with  all  thofe  men,  who  are 
ready  to  facrifice  their  honour  and  their  confcience 
to  their  private  intereft,  the  hopes  of  preferment, 
the  hopes  of  a  more  lucrative  pofl:  or  emplojnnent, 
will  always  be  as  prevailing  an  argument,  as  the 
fears  of  lofing  what  they  have.     I  am  perfuaded, 
there  is  not  a  man  in  the  nation,  who  would  facri- 
fice his  honour  and  confcience,  rather  than  lofe 
1000/,  a  year,  which  he  enjoys,  but  would  do  the 
fame,  if  he  expected  thereby  to  add  but  one  fingle 
hundred  a  year  to  his  former  revenue  ^  and  there- 
fore, in  the  only  cafe,  in  which  it  can  be  flippcfed 
that  the  bill  was  neceffary,  it  is  plain  it  could 
have  had  no  effedt. 

'  I  muft  indeed  fay,  that,  if  I  had  fpoke  againfl 
the  bill,  I  fliould  have  differed,  as  to  fome  fadls, 
from  thofe  noble  Lords  who  fpoke  for  it.  It  is 
very  true,  that  there  have  formerly  been  remioves 
in  the  army,  but  it  is  certain  likewife,  that  many 
of  thofe,  who  were  removed,  had  no  feats  in  Par- 
liament, and  therefore  it  cannot  properly  be  faid, 
I  that  the  behaviour  of  gentlemen  in  Parliament 
I  i  3  t  was 
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was  ever  the  cauf^  of  their  being  removed  from 
their  commands  in  the  army.  However,  I  fhall 
fay  no  more  as  to  the  bill,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
has  b-en  juftly  rejeded. 

'  But,  my  Lords,  as  to  the  addrefs  propofed,  I 
really  think  it  worfe  than  the  bill  itfelf :  It  is  cer- 
tainly as  great  an  attack  upon  the  prerogative  of 
the  crown,  as  the  bill  was  •,    for  what  fignifies  a 
prerogative,  if  the  Xing  is  never  to  make  ufe  of  it, 
without  being  obliged  to  give  an  account  of  his 
reafons  for  fo  doing  to  either  houfe  of  Parliament, 
that  fhall  pleafe  to  call  for  fuch  an  account  ?  The 
addrefs,  therefore,  is  as  great  an  attack  upon  the 
prerogative,  and  it  is  a  much  more  diredt  attack 
upon  his  prefent  Majefty's  condud:.    I  am  furpri- 
fed,  my  Lords,  to  hear  fuch  a  noife  made  about 
the  removal  of  two  noble  Lords  from  their  com- 
mands in  the  arm3^     It  is  true,  there  have  been 
'  two  Lords  removed,  but  there  has  been  but  one 

*  foldier  removed  •,  and  therefore,  when  Lords  are 
'  pleafed  to  talk  of  foldiers  having  been  turned  out 
'  of  their  commijfions  in  the  army,  they  ought  not 
'  to  talk  in  the  plural  number.  Since  then  his 
^  Majefty  has  removed  but  one  foldier,  I  can  fee 
'  no  reafon  for  pretending,  in  fome  manner  at  leaft, 
^  to  call  him  to  an  account,  by  defiring  him  to  lay 

*  his  reafons  for  fo  doing,  before  either  houfe  of  Par- 
'  liament  :  It  is  what  was  never  offered  to  any  of  his 
'  predeceffors,  even  when  numbers  of  officers  were 
'  removed  at  a  time.  There  was  no  fuch  addrefs  as 
'  this  propofed,  in  a  late  reign,  when  many  officers 

*  were  at  once  turned  out  ^  officers,  who  were  fo  far 

*  from  having  been  guilty  of  any  crime,  or  of  any 

*  negledt  of  dutjr,  that  fome  of  them  were  but  juft 
'  returned  from  vidory.  It  mufl  therefore  be  grant- 
'  ed,  that  what  is  now  propofed,   is  without  prece- 

*  dent  in  either  houfe  of  Parliament  ^  and  for  that 
";  reafon,  I  am  againft  agreeing  to  the  motion/ 

2  The 
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The  Earl  of  Anghfey.      '  I  voted,    my   Lo rds,^;^^^ «//'»- 
for  the  bill,    which  your   Lordlhips    have   beenV.ch. 
pleafed  to  rejed  ^   and  I  voted  for  it,ibecaufe  1 
heard,  what  I  thought  verv  (Iroiig  and  very  con- 
vincing arguments  offered  for  it,  and  not  the  lei^ft 
fhew  of  any  argument  have  I  yet  heard  againfl:  it. 
AVhat  the  noble  Duke  was  pleafed  to  tc^ke  notice 
of,    was  a  very  good  argument  for  oilering  an 
amendment  to  the  bill,  but  it  was  no  argument 
againft  the  bill,  and  much  lefs  againil:  the  fecond 
reading  of  the  bill.     It  is  certain,  that  men  are 
fometimes  guided  by  their  hopes,  as  well  as  by 
'  their  fears  ^  but,  furel}^  when  the  hopes  of  prefer- 
'  ment,  and  the  fears  of  ftarving,  are  put  together 
'  in  the  fcale,  againft  virtue  and  confcience,  they 
'  will,  jointly,  weigh  more  heavily,  than  either  of 
'  them  would  do  feparately.     I  cannot  allow,  that 
'  every  man,  who  may  be  governed  and  directed, 

*  in  his  way  of  ading  and  fpeaking,  by  the  fear  of 
"  ftarving,  will  likewife  be  directed  by  the  hopes  of 
'  preferment,  or  the  hopes  of  a  more  lucrative  poft 
'  or  employment  -,  for  he  muft  have  a  fmall  Ihare 
'  of  virtue,  and  a  ver}?-  great  ihare  of  ambition  or 
'  covetoufnefs,  who  is  directed  to  act  againft  his  con- 
'  fcience,  by  the  fingle  hopes  of  preferment,  or  the 
'  hopes  of  a  more  lucrative  employment  ^  and  it 
'  muft  be  granted,  that  thare  are  many  men,  who 
'  have  fo  little  ambition  or  covetoufnefs,  that  if  they 
'  are  but  made  fure  of  a  moderate  fuppjrt  for  life, 
^  the  hopes  of  preferment,  or  the  hopes  of  adding 
'  to  their  yearly  income,  will  have  fo  little  effedt 
'  upon  them,  that,  with  even  but  a  fmall  ftiare  of 
^  virtue,  they  may  hold  out  againft  the  moft  alluring 

*  hopes  :  But  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  the  man,  who 

*  ftands  his  ground  againft  the  fears  of  being  redu- 

*  ced  to  a  ftarving  condition,  as  well  as  againft  the 
'  hopes  of  preferment,  and  adding  to  his  yearl)r  in- 

*  come,  muft  have  a  very  great  ftiare  of  virtue  ^  a 
^  greater  ftiare,  I  am  afraid,  than  moft  men  can  brag 

I  i  4  !  of 
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of  in  this  degenerate  age.  As  for  thofe  who  are 
quite  abandoned,  and  governed  intirely  by  their 
own  felfil"h  ends,  I  believe  it  is  not  poifible  to  make 
them  hone  ft  or  virtuous,  but  furely  there  are  de- 
grees both  of  vice  and  virtue  j  all  men  are  not 
equally  vicious,  and  if  we  could,  by  the  bill's  be- 
ing paffed  into  a  law,  but  have  preferved  the  vir- 
tue of  fome,  it  would  certainly  have  been  worth 
our  while  ^  we  could  afterwards  have  amended  it, 
if  we  had  found,  that  what  was  done  was  not 
fufficient. 

'  As  to  the  addrefs  now  propofed,  I  cannot  fee, 
my  Lords,  hov/  it  is  poihble,  that  an  humble  ad- 
drtfs  from  either  houfe  of  Parliament  can  be  deem- 
ed an  attack  upon  the  prerogative  of  the  crown. 
His  Majefty,  or  any  of  his  fuccr  ffors,  may  make 
wha':  ufe  they  pleafe  of  any  of  the  prerogatives  of 
the  crown  •,  but  it  is  certain,  that  if  ever  any  bad 
ufe  iliall  be  made  of  sluj  of  thofe  prerogatives,  the 
Parliament  has  a  right,  nay,  it  is  their  duty,  to  in- 
quire into  it,  and  to  deiire  his  Majeftj?'  to  acquaint 
them,  who  it  was  that  advifed  him  to  take  fuch  a 
ftep.  1  his  has  alwa37^s  been  the  practice  of  Parlia- 
ment, as  to  every  prerogative  that  was  ever  claim- 
ed by  the  crown  :  This  is  the  very  cafe  now  before 
us :  His  Mi jefty  has  made  ufe  of  his  prerogative 
in  rem.oviiig  two  noble  Lords  from  their  commands 
in  the  army  :  Thefe  removals  have  occafioned  a 
mofl:  univerfal  complaint  through  the  whole  na- 
tion, becaufe  it  is  generally  believed,  that  there 
were  no  fufficient,  or  good  reafons  for  removing 
them  ^  and  as  it  is  the  duty  of  this  houfe  to  take 
care,  tha*  his  Majefty  fliall  not,  by  any  ftep  he  may 
be  advifed  to  t^ke,  incur  the  general  cenfure  of  the 
people,  therefore  this  general  complaint  that  has 
been  ra  fed,  is  a  moft  fufficient  foundation  for  the 
addrefs  now  propofed  :  His  Majefty 's  conduct  is  no 
way  concerned  in  the  queftion,  it  is  only  the  con- 

!  dua 
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dudt  of  thofe  who  advifed  him  ^  if  they  advifed 
him  well,  they  will  be  juftified  by  what  is  now 
propofed  •,  if  they  advifed  him  ill,  they  certainl}'^ 
deferve  at  leafi:  the  cenfm^e  of  this  houfe  ^  but  to 
tell  us  that  his  Majefty's  conduct  is,  or  can  be  con- 
cerned, in  any  fuch  queftion,  is  diredly  to  tell  us, 
that  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  fhall  never 
inquire  into  any  thing,  that  their  King  fhall  be 
pleafed  by  the  advice  of  his  minifters  to  do. 
'  As  to  the  number  of  thofe  who  have  been  re- 
moved, it  is  of  no  fignification  in  the  prefent  que- 
ftion *,  the  caufe  of  removal  is  what  your  Lordfhips 
are  to  inquire  into  •,  for  if  thofe  two  noble  Lords 
were  removed  only  as  an  example  to  others,  one 
example  may  ferve  to  keep  hundreds  in  awe  5  and 
if  that  example  was  m.ade,  only  to  ferve  a  minifte- 
rial  end,  it  may  be  of  the  moft  fatal  confequence 
to  our  conftitution.  For  this  reafon  I  fliall  be  for 
the  addrefs  moved  for.  The  motion  may  perhaps 
be  rejected  by  a  majority  of  this  houfe  I  but  if  it 
be  rejeded,  the  whole  world  will  be  convinced, 
that  thofe  two  noble  Lords  were  removed  from 
their  commands  in  the  army,  for  no  caufe  5  at  leaft, 

[  for  no  caufe  that  can  well  be  publicly  avowed.' 

The  Duke  of  Montr ofi  fpoke  next,  and  after  hini 
the  Lord  Cower,  both  for  the  motion  ^  after  which 
the  queftion  was  put,  and  carried  in  the  negative, 
upon  a  divifion  77  not  contents,  1048  contents,  no 
proxies  having  been  called  for. 

"Whereupon  the  two  following  protefts  were  en- 
tered, viz, 

*-  Moved,  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented 

*  to  his  Majefty,  that  he  will  be  gracioufly  pleafed 

*  to  acquaint  this  houfe,  who  advifed  his  Majefty  to 
I  remove  the  Duke  of  Bolton,  and  the  Lord  Vifcount 

[  Cokham, 
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'  Cohhauh  froin  their  refpedive  regiments,  and  what 
'  crimes  were  laid  to  their  charge. 

*  The  fame  being  objedted  to, 

*  After  debate,  the  queftion  was  put  thereupon, 

'  And  it  was  refolved  in  the  negativ^e. 

Content  48. 

Mot  content      77. 

I .  T5  Ecaufe  we  conceive  'tis  the  inherent  right 
Xj  of  this  houfe  to  addrefs  the  crown,  to  be 
informed  who  are  the  advifers  of  any  meafures 
that  may  be  prejudicial  to  his  Majefty*s  govern- 
ment, or  dangerous  to  tlie  liberties  of  the  nation. 

'  2.  Becaufe  the  removal  of  two  officers  of  fuch 
rank  and  dignity,  and  of  fuch  known  fidelity  to 
his  Majefty'sperfon  and  government,  without  any 
caufe  aifigned,  or  any  known  or  alledged  negledl 
of  their  duty,  gave  the  greateft  alarm  to  many  of 
his  Majefty's  moft  faithful  fubjecls  •,  we  therefore 
thought  it  for  his  Majefty's  fervice,  to  give  him 
this  occafion  to  publifh  to  the  world  the  juft 
grounds  of  his  difpleafure,  or  to  detedt  the  calum- 
ny of  their  accufers  \  and  confequently  to  with- 
draw his  confidence  from  fuch  pernicious  coun- 
fellors. 

'  3.  Becaufe,  that  as  the  practice  of  dif placing 
officers  has  grown  more  frequent  in  proportion  to 
the  increafe  of  their  numbers  in  both  houfes  of 
Parliament,  the  world  may  entertain  (however  un- 
judly)  an  opinion,  that  the  free  ufe  of  their  votes 
has  been  the  real  cauf^  of  their  difgrace  ^  and  the 
more  fo,  fince  moft  of  the  perfons,  who  have 
been  removed,  have  happened  to  be  members  of 
^  one  or  other  houfe  of  Parliament, 

!4.Be: 
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'  4.  Becaiife  applications  of  this  nature  to  the 
crown  may  hereafter  protedt  many  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  faithful  fubjeds  from  the  fecret  and  mali- 
cious reprefentations  of  fome  minifter  in  future 
times,  who  (tho'  unreftrained  by  any  fenfe  of 
truth,  regardlefs  of  his  prince's  real  intereft,  and 
animated  only  by  his  own  palfions)  may  however 
be  checked  by  the  juft  apprehenfions  that  the  ap- 
plications of  Parliament  may  lay  open  his  calum- 
nies, and  bring  upon  himfelf  the  difgrace  he  had 
prepared  for  others. 


Winch  el  feu  and 
{Noitingham^ 
Strafford^ 
Warrington^ 
Aiigkjey^ 
Denbigh, 
Marlborough^ 
Marchmontj 
^weedaley 
Montrofe, 
Northampton^ 
Weymouthy 


Dijfentient, 

BEcaufe  we  were  not  confcious,  that  any  negledl 
or  breach  of  our  duty  can  be  laid  to  our  charge, 
much  lefs  any  want  of  zeal  and  attachment  for  his 
Majefty's  perfon  and  government  ^  we  therefore 
muft  teftify  our  earneft  defire,  that  this  motion  had 
paiTed  in  the  affirmative,  that  we  might  have  had 
an  opportunity  given  us  of  knowing^  our  fuppofed 
crimes  and  accufers  5  and  we  hope,  of  juftifying  our- 
felves  to  his  Majefty  and  the  world. 
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Oxford  and  Mor- 

Ker, 

timer. 

Bruce, 

Wtlloiighby 

deBr, 

Scarfdale, 

Clinton, 

Suffolk, 

Bathurit, 

Berkflme, 

BrifloU 

Craven, 

Abingdon, 

Litchfield, 

Bedford^ 

Bridgwater, 

Cryffin^ 

Montjoy, 

Boyle 

Gower, 

Mafham, 

Tadcafter, 

Carteret 

Chefierfield, 

Cardigan, 

Foley. 

Bolton, 


Cohham, 


On 


ridce-men. 
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m\  againft  Qj^  fy'icfciy  the  i  ^th  day  of  February,  the  hoiife 
of  Commons  ordered,  1  hat  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  fecuring  the  freedom  of  Parliament, 
by  limiting  the  number  of  officers  in  the  houfe 
of  Comm.ons  •,  and  that  Mr.  Sandys,  Mr.  PFortky, 
and  Mr.  Cbolmonddcy^  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
fame. 

Which  bill  was  prefented  to  the  houfe  by  Mr. 
Sandys,  on  ^hujday  the  1 9th  of  February,  was  then 
read,  as  ufual,  a  fiifl:  time,  and  was  ordered  to  be 
read  a  fecond  time  upon  that  day  feven-night. 

Accordingly,  on  ^uefday  the  26th,  the  faid  bill 
was  read  a  fecond  time,  and  Mr.  Sandys  then  mo- 
iled for  its  being  committed,  whereupon  a  debate 
enfued,  in  which  the  following  gentlemen  fpoke  as 

follows,   VIZ, 

johnCimp'      J(^^"^  Campbell,    Efq-,    Knight  for  Pemlrohjhire^ 

hif'-^H    ftood  up,  and  fpoke  in  fubftance  as  follows,  'viz,  '  In 

'^  ^"  •  '  lYiy  opinion.  Sir,  the  bill  now  before  us,  is  one  of 

*  the  moil;  extraordinary  and  moft  unreafonable  bills 
'  I  have  ever  ^Qtn  brought  into  Parliament,  fince  I 

*  have  had  the  honour  to  fit  in  this  houfe.     It  is,  I 

*  think.  Sir,  not  only  unreafonable,  but  in  feveral 
'  refpedts  unjuft  :  For  as  to  the  eledors,  the  people 

*  G^ Great  Britain,  it  is  certain,  that  they  are  the  beft 

*  judges,  and  indeed  the  only  proper  judges,  who  are 

*  the  mofl:  capable,  and  the  moll  proper  perfons, 

*  to  reprefent  them  in  Parliament  •,   and  for  us  to 

*  pretend,  by  a  law,  to  lay  a  reftraint  upon  them 

*  in  their  choice,  is  certainly  doing  them  a  very 

*  great  piece  of  injuftice.     If  the  people,  if  the  elec- 

*  tors  of  an}^  fnire,  city,  or  borough,  make  choice  of 

*  a  gentleman  to  reprefent  them  in  Parliament,  who 
'  has  a  poft,  or  an  employment  in  the  government, 

*  that  very  choice  is  a  fufficient  proof  that  they 

*  do  not  think  the  fervice  of  the  country  in  Parlia- 

[  ment. 
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ment,  and  the  fervice  of  the  crown  incompatitle  •, 
and  the  law  has  alread}^  wifely  provided,  that  in 
cafe  any  gentleman  accepts  of  a  place,  or  an 
emplo37'ment  in  the  government,  after  he  has  been 
chofen  a  member  of  Parliament,  his  feat  in  Par- 
liament, fhall  thereby  be  vacated^  he  muft  return 
to  his  county,  city,  or  borough,  to  be  rechofen  ^ 
and  if  they  again  chufe  him,  it  is  a  certain  fign, 
that  they  continue  to  think  him  the  moft  proper 
perfon  to  reprefent  them,  notwithftanding  his  ha- 
ving accepted  of  a  place  or  employment  under  the 
crown. 

'  Then,  Sir,  as  to  the  gentlemen  who  are  now, 
or  may  hereafter  be  in  offices,  civil  or  military, 
under  the  crown,  it  is  certain,  that  they  gene- 
rally are  gentlemen  of  families,  and  many  of 
them  have  very  large  properties  in  their  country. 
Have  not  they  therefore  as  good  a  right  to  ftand 
candidates  for  being  chofen  members  of  Parlia- 
men,  as  any  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  are  out  of 
employment  ?  And  if  the  people  do  them  the  ho- 
nour to  chufe  them,  v/hy  fhould  we,  by  a  law, 
deprive  them  of  that  honour  which  the  people  have 
thought  fit  to  confer  upon  them  ?  Is  it  not  robbing 
them  of  a  part,  at  leaft,  of  thofe  rights  which  they 
have  a  juft  title  to  as  EngUfljmn7^  or  as  Fret: 
Britons  ? 

'  By  this  bill,  Sir,  I  muft  likewlfe  think,  that 
there  is  a  very  great  piece  of  injuftice  done  to  tlie 
crown  ^  I  cannot  but  think  it  a  very  extraordina- 
ry thing,  to  put  fuch  a  mark  of  difgrace  upon  all 
the  officers  employed  by  the  crown,  as  to  exclude 
them  from  the  right  of  having  feats  in  Parliament, 
and  that  for  no  other  reafon,  but  becaufe  the  King 
has  thought  them  worthy  of  ferving  their  country 
in  fome  office,  civil  or  military,  under  him.  It 
is,  really,  not  only  putting  an  affront  upon  his 
prefent  Majefty,  but  doing  an  injuftice  to  all  his 
fucceffors  ;  It  is  indeed  putting  an  affront  upon 

I  '   XllQ 
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^  the  crown  itfelf,  and  rendering  it  impoffible  for 
'  our  government  to  fubfifl:  under  its  prefent  form  5 

*  for  if  fuch  an  ignominy  fhall  be  put  upon  all  thofe, 

*  who  fhall  accept  of  any  employment  under  the 
'  crown,  as  to  render  them  incapable  of  ferving 
'  their  country  in  Parliament,  which  is  one  of  the 

*  higheft  honours  a  gentleman  can  have  in  this 

*  country  ^  what  gentleman  of  family  or  fortune, 
'  what  gentleman  of  honour  or  capacity,  will  ac- 
'  cept  of  any  employment  under  the  crown  ?  And 

*  thus,  by  rendering  it  impoffible  for  the  King  to 

*  get  any  man  of  family  or  fortune,  of  honour  or 

*  capacity,  to  ferve  under  him,  you  will  render  it 

*  impoffible  for  our  government  or  conftitution  to 

*  fubfift  under  its  prefent  monarchical  form. 

'  Should,  Sir,  the  bill  now  before  us  pafs  into  a 
'  law,  I  think  it  is  eafy  to  forefee  the  confequence. 
'  It  would  bring  the  houfe  of  Commons  into  the 
'  higheft  contempt,  or  it  would  bring  all  thofe  gen- 

*  tlemen,  who  accepted  of  an  office  in  the  govern- 
'  ment,  civil  or  military,  under  contempt.  One  or 
'  the  other  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  the  undoubted 

*  confequence  ,  it  is  natural  for  every  man  to  endea- 
'  vour  to  render  contemptible  that  honour,  that  poft, 
'  or  that  thing,  which  he  knows  he  cannot  attain 
'  to  :  The  gentlemen  of  the  army,  the  gentlemen 
'  of  the  navy,  the  gentlemen  in  civil  offices,  know- 

*  ing,  that  by  law  they  were  all  abfolutely  exclu- 
'  ded  from  the  honour  of  having  feats  in  the  houfe 
'  of  commons,  would  all  join  together  in  endeavour- 
'  ing  to  render  the  houfe  of  Commons  contemptible 

*  in  the  eyes  of  the  people  *,    and  we  need  not 

*  doubt,  but  that  the  clergy  would  join  with  the  reft, 

*  becaufe,  I  think,  they  are  already  excluded  from 

*  this  houfe  :  On  the  other  hand,  the  gentlemen  of 

*  the  houfe  of  Commons,    and   thofe  who  might 

*  continue  to  be  eligible  into  this  houfe,  would  en- 

*  deavour  to  fupport  the  honour  of  this  houfe,  by 

*  endeavouring  to  render  contemptible  all  thofe,  who 

*  accepted 
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accepted  of  an}^  poft  or  employment  in  the  go- 
vernment, either  in  church  or  ftate.  Is  it  not 
much  to  be  feared,  is  it  not  rather  certain,  that 
fuch  an  unnatural  divifion  as  this,  might,  in  the 
end,  prove  fatal  to  the  conftitution  ?  For  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  either  party  would  ceitainly  overturn  our 
prefent  form  of  government. 
'  I  will  not  fay,  Sir,  but  that  country  gentle- 
men are  very  proper  reprefentatives  of  the  people, 
and  I  believe  the  majority  of  this  houfe  will  al- 
ways confifl:  of  fuch,  as  it  has  formerly  always 
done  *,  but  I  muft  think,  and  I  believe  it  will  be 
granted  me,  that  it  is  for  the  fervice  of  this  houfe, 
it  is  even  necelTary  for  difpatching  the  bufinefs 
that  properly  comes  before  this  houfe,  to  have 
likewife  fome  of  thofe  gentlemen  among  us,  who 
belong  to,  and  are  acquainted  with  the  manner  of 
tranfadting  bufinefs  in  the  feveral  great  offices  un- 
der the  government.  Every  gentleman,  who  has 
been  but  a  Ihort  time  in  this  houfe,  and  has  at- 
tended to  the  feveral  forts  of  bufinefs  that  have 
come  before  us,  and  the  feveral  forts  of  papers  and 
accounts,  we  have,  from  time  to  time,  found  necef- 
fary  for  us  to  call  for,  muft  have  taken  notice,  that 
the  houfe  would  have  been  fometimes  greatly  be- 
wildered, if  we  had  not  had  fome  gentlemen  among 
us  belonging  to  the  public  offices,  capable  of  ex- 
plaining to  the  houfe  the  matters,  which  we  then 
happened  to  have  under  our  confideration  5  which 
muft  convince  every  man  of  the  necelFity  of  ha- 
ving fome  fuch  gentlemen  always  among  us. 
'  If,  indeed,  there  were  reafon  to  flifped:,  that 
gentlemen  in  offices,  who  have  feats  in  Parliament, 
were,  by  their  enjoying  fuch  offices,  any  way  in- 
fluenced in  their  way  of  ading  or  fpeaking  in  this 
houfe,  it  might  then  be  neceffary  to  contrive  fome 
way  of  preventing  that  influence  for  the  future  5  but 
as  I  am  convinced,  that  a  man's  being  in  an  office, 
does  not  in  the  leaft  influence  his  way  of  thinking, 

'  or 
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^  or  his  manner  of  atting,  in  this  houfe,  I  therefore 

*  think  we  have  no  occafion  for  contriving  any  fuch 

*  remedies  at  prefent,  and  far  lefs  have  we  any  occa- 
'  fion  for  fuch  an  extraordinary  remedy  as  is  propo- 

*  fed  by  the  bill  now  before  us,  for  which  reafon  I 

*  am  againft  committing  it. 

ur.  Sandys      Samucl  Sciudys-,  Efq^  ^  '  As  this  bill,  Sir,   met 

freech.       c  \ijix]\  no  oppofition,  either  when  it  was  moved 

'  for,  or  when  it  v/as  brought  in  and  read  the  firft 

'  time,    I  was   ver}^'  little  apprehenfive  that  we 

*-  Ihould  have  had  any  debate  upon  it,  and  much 

*  lefs  was  I  apprehenfive,  that  our  going  into  a  com- 

*  m  it  tee  upon  it  would  have  been  oppofed  ^  for  as 
'  3''et  it  can  be  called  little  more  than  a  blank  ^  it 
'  cannot  well  deferve  the  name  of  a  bill,  till  it  has 
'  gone  thro'  the  committee,  where  the  many  blauiks 

*  which  are  now  in  it,  are  properly  to  be  filled  up, 

*  I  was  indeed,  furprifed,  Sir,  to  hear  the  worthy 

*  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  fay,  that  he  thought  it 

*  the  moft  extraordinary  and  unreafonable  bill  he 
'  had  ever  feen  brought  into  this  houfe  ^  for  if  the 
'  gentleman  will  look  into  our  journals,  he  will  fee 
'  that  this  very  bill  has  been  often  brought  in,  and 
'  has  almoft  alv/ays  been  paffed  in  this  houfe  •,  and  I 

*  am  fure,  Sir,  if  ever  it  was  thought  reafonable  by 

*  this  houfe,  it  mull  now  be  thought  much  more  fo, 

*  when  the  number  of  pkce-men,  who  have  feats  in 

*  Parliament,  is  much  greater  than  it  ever  was  any 

*  time  heretofore. 

'  The  worthy  gentleman  has  likewife  told  us,  that 
'  he  thinks  the  bill  unjuft,  both  with  refpedt  ro  the 

*  crown,  the  people,  and  the  geatlen^en  who  have 

*  the  honour  to  be  employed  by  the  crown  •,  as  to 
*■  which,  I  (hall  take  notice  in  general,  that,  by  the 

*  fame  method  of  reafoning,   he  may  pretend  to 

*  fhew  us,  that  all  the  laws  that  vvere  ever  made 
*■  for  regulating  elections  were  unjuft,  and  were 
'  incroachments  upon  the  rights  of  the  people.    I 

'  Ihall 
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fhall  reaclil}^  agree  with  him,  that  the  people  are 
the  propereft  judges,  who  ought  to  be  choien  hj 
them  for  their  rcprefcnta^ives  in  Parliame*it  ^  and 
I  am  confident,  th?A  were  they  left  to  a  free  choice, 
we  Ihould  not  fee  fo  many  civil  and  military  offi- 
cers brought  into  Parliament.     The  people,  I  be- 
lieve, would  always  think  themJelves  more  fecure 
in  being  reprefented  by  country  gentlem-cn,  with 
whom  they  are  well  acquainted,    and  who  can 
have  no  intereft  feparate  from  them,    than  by 
clerks  of  offices,  or  fuch  other  perfons,  whom  they 
perhaps  never  faw  or  heard  of  before  they  came 
down  to  be  chofen  their  reprefentatives,  and  whom, 
probably,  they  may  never  iee  again,  'till  they  re- 
turn to  aik  the  fame  favour  •,  which  every  gentle- 
man here  knows  to  be  often  the  cafe  of  many  of 
our  little  boroughs  in  England. 
_'  But,  Sir,  to  fay,  that  it  would  be  any  injuilice 
in  us,  to  lay  any  reftraint  upon  the  people,  as  to 
the  choice  of  their  reprefentatives,  feems  to  me 
very  extraordinary,  when  we  confider  the  law  now 
in  being,  by  which  the  people  are  reilrained  from 
chufing  any  gentleman  for  their  reprefentative  in 
Parliament,  who  is  not  pofTeffed  of  fuch  an  eftate. 
Surely,  Sir,  we  may,  with  refped  to  eledtions, 
without  being  guilty  of  any  injuftice,  lay  what  re- 
ftraints  we  think  neceffary  for  the  good  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  the  prefervation  of  our  conftitution :  When- 
ever any  fuch  reftraint  is  neceifary,  it  ought  to  be 
laid  on,  becaufe  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  5 
and  I  am  fure,  that  whatever  is  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people,  cannot  be  juftly  faid  or  thought  to  be 
injurious  to  the  crown.     It  is  extraordinary  to  fay, 
that  what  is  propofed  by  this  bill  would  be  an  in- 
juftice  done  to  thofe  who  are  thereby  to  be  made 
incapable  of  being  elected  \   for  have  not  we  al- 
ready a  law,  by  which  all  the  officers  conceufd  in 
the  collection  of  the  cuftoms  or  excife  are  rendered 
*  incapble  of  being  chofen  members  of  Parliament  > 
Vol,  XI,  Kk  ^  And 


498  P  A  Fv  L  I  A  M  E  N  T  A  Pv  Y  A.  1 734. 

*  And  yet  I  have  never  before  heard  it  urged,  that 
^  there  was  any  injuftice  done  to  thofe  gentlemen, 
^  by  excluding  them  from  having  feats  in  Parlia- 
'  mtnt,  as  long  as  they  are  in  an  office  which  is 
'  inconfiftent  with  their  being   members  of  this 

*  houfe.     I  will  allow  that  the  choice  made  by  the 

*  burgeffes  of  a  little  borough,  or  by  ihe  freeholders 

*  of  a  county,  if  it  falls  upon  an  officer,  civil  or 
,*  .military,  (hews  that  the  majority  of  thofe  eledors, 
'at  that  time,  did  not  think  rhe  office  he  then  en- 

*  joyed  incompatible  or  inconfiftent  with  his  be- 
,',^ing  their  reprefentative  in  Parliament  ^  but  I  hope 
^  it  will  not  be  faid,  that  the  burgeffes  of  a  little 

*  borough,  or  even  the  freeholders  of  a  county^  are 
^  better  judges  in  this  refpecl:,  than  the  reprefenta- 
*"  tives  of  the  whole  people  of  Gr^at  Britain  met  in 
'  this  hcufe,  efpecially  when  the  opinion  of  this 

*  houfe  is  approved  of  and  confirmed  by  the  other 
./ ,two  branches  of  our  legiflature. 

,:,/'*  As  to  the  alternative  pretended,  that  if  this  bill 

*  Ihould  pafs  into  a  law,  it  would  render  either  the 
i.  officers  civil  and  military  contem.ptible,  or  this 
p.  houfe  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  I 
*lcannot  imagine  how  it  could  produce  either  of 
^  thefe  effects  ^  for  as  to  the  officers  civil  or  milita- 
^  :ry,  is  it  to  be  imagined,  that  a  fuccefsful  general 
'  or  admiral,  that  a  brave  and  experienced  captain, 
'  by  fea  or  land,  or  a  civil  officer,  honeft,  expert,  and 
'  diligent,  in  the  ftation  he  is  in,  would  be  contemn- 

*  ed,  becaufe  he  was  not  capable  of  being  a  member 
"-  of  this  houfe  ?  Were  the  clergy  ever  brought  into 

*  contemipt,  by  their  being  excluded  the  privilege 

*  of  being  chofen  members  of  Parliament  ?   Upon 

*  the  contrary,  I  believe,  they  never  got  any  ho- 

*  nour  by  being  members  of  either  houfe  •,  and,  I 

*  believe,  there  are  very  few  officers,  either  civil 
'  or  militar}?-,  in  the  kingdom,    who  ever  gained 

*  much  honour,  or  much  repute,  among  the  people, 

2  !  by 
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by  their  being  members  of  either  houfe  of  Par- 
liament, unlefs  v/hen  their  being  fach  vv^as  the  oc- 
caflon  of  their  being  turned  cut  of  the  offices 
they  enjoyed,  and  might  have  continued  to  enjoy, 
both  to  their  own  honour,  and  the  advantage  of 
their  country,  if  they  had  not  been  members  of . 
Parliament.  ^        -■'!^'^  ^ 

'  As  to  the  other  part  of  the  alternative,  that  this 
houfe  may  be  rendered  contemptible  by  what  is 
now  propofed,  I  am,  Sir,  not  in  the  leaft  afraid 
of  it  z,  but  1  am  very  much  afraid,  that  if  fome 
bill  of  this  nature  is  not  pafTed  into  a  law,  and 
that  very  fpeedily  too,  this  houfe  will  become  con- 
temptible in  the  eyes  not  only  of  our  own  people, 
but  of  the  whole  v/orld.  Gentlemen  may  pre- 
tend, that  no  man  is  influenced  in  his  way  of 
thinking,  or  in  his  manner  of  acting,  in  this  houfe, 
by  the  poft  or  the  office  he  poifefTes,  and  may  be 
turned  out  of,  whenever  a  prime  minifter  may 
have  a  mind  y  but  while  men  are  men,  I  am  con- 
vinced, that  there  will  always  be  a  great  number, 
by  far,  I  fear,  the  greatefi:  numiber,  v/ho  will  ra- 
ther vote  according  to  the  diredions  of  the  prime 
minifter  for  the  time  being,  than  run  the  rifque  of 
being  turned  out  of  the  lucrative  poft  or  office  he 
then  holds  at  the  pleafure  of  the  crown  ♦,  and  if 
ever  a  majority  of  this  houfe  fhould  happen  to  be 
compofed  of  fuch  men,  I  am  fure  it  v/ill  become  as 
contemptible  as  ever  the  fenate  of  Rom^  was,  after 
it  became  the  political  tool  of  their  arbitrary  and 
tyrannical  Emperors. 

'  I  will  likewife  agree  with  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, that  it  may  be  neceffary,  at  leaft,  it  mar 
be  convenient  for  this  houfe,  silways  to  have  in  it 
fome  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  belong  to,  and  are 
converfant  in  the  methods  of  tranfading  bufinefs 
in  the  feveral  great  offices  of  the  kingdom,  and 
therefore  I  am  not  for  excluding  from  feats  in  Par- 
liament, all  thofe  who  are  in  offices  civil  or  milita- 
K  k  2  *  ry  I 
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*  ry  ^  I  believe  no  gentleman  in  this  houfe  ever  had 

*  any  fuch  thought  in  his  head  ^  and  if  gentlemen 

*  will  but  perufe  the  bill  as  it  ftands  now,  they  will 
'  fee,    that  there  is  to  be  an  exception,   which  is 

*  now  left  blank,    as  in  all  fuch  cafes  is  ufual  ^  in 

*  order,  that  when  we  go  into  a  committee  upon 
'  the  bill,  gentlemen  may  then  propofe  the  filling 
*'  up  in  that  blank  as  many  officers,  or  as  many  forts 
'  of  officers  as  they  have  a  mind.  About  this,  in- 
^  deed,  I  expected  there  might  have  been  fome  de- 
'  bates  ^  but  confidering  the  great  number  of  officers 
'  of  all  forts  we  have  now  in  the  houfe,  confider- 
'  ing  how  greatly  that  number  may  be  increafed  in 
'  times  to  come,  confidering  the  great  clamour  al- 
'  ready  raifed  in  the  nation  againft  fo  many  officers 
'  being  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  I  really  did  not 
^  expect,  that  any  gentleman  v/ould  have  oppofed 
'  the  committing  of  the  bill,  or  would  have  pretend- 
'  ed,  that  the  palnng  of  fom.e  fuch  bill  was  not  now 
'  become  neceifary,  both  for  the  honour  of  this  houfe, 
'  and  the  fafety  of  our  conftitution. 

'  To  conclude,  Sir,  the  bill  is  at  prefent  but  a 
'  blank,  but  I  am  confident,  it  may  be  made  a 
'  good,  and  a  reafonable  bill,  and  agreeable  to  e* 
'  very  gentleman  in  this  houfe,  and  therefore  I 
'  hope  the  houfe  will  agree  to  the  going  into  a 
'  committee  upon  it,  becaufe  if  gentlemen  do  not 
'  like  it  after  the  blanks  are  filled  up,  they  may 
'  then  drop  it^  or  throw  it  out  upon  the  third  read- 


Mr 


Thomp-  Ed-ward  Thompfon^  Efq;  member  for  York  city. 
'  -Sir,  if  v/e  do  relolve  to  go  into  a  committee  on 
'  the  bill  now  before  us,  which  I  hope  we  Ihall 
'  not,  I  muft  take  the  liberty  to  move  for  an  in- 
'  ilrudion  to  receive  a  claufe  for  excluding  all  thofe 
'  fi'om  feats  in  Parliament,  who  have  afked  for 
'  any  place  or  em.ployment,  or  any  other  favour, 
'  from  the  government,  and  have  been  refufed  what 

'  they 


\.  1754.         DEBATES.  501 

they  afked  for  ^  becanfe  I  am  perfiiaded  that  an- 
ger, revenge,  and  difappointiiieat,  may  influence 
men's  a6tions,  and  even  their  behaviour  in  this 
houfe,  as  much  as  the  hopes  of  getting  a  place,  or 
the  fears  of  lofing  one,  can  poffibly  do  ^  and  there- 
fore I  think  it  fully  as  reafonable  to  exclude  the 
former,  as  it  is  to  exclude  the  latter,  from  having 
feats  in  this  houfe 

'  If  it  can  be  fuppofed,  Sir,  that  the  hopes  ofgetting 
a  place,  or  the  fears  of  lofing  one,  can  influence 
fome  men  fo  much,  as  to  make  them  approve  of 
all  the  meafures  of  the  government,  and  agree  with 
every  thing  that  is  propofed  by  thofe  in  the  admi- 
niftration,  nght  or  wrong,  I  am  fure  it  may  be 
fuppofed,  that  the  paffions  of  revenge  and  difap- 
pointment,  may  likewife  influence  fome  men  fo 
much,  as  to  make  them  find  fault  where  there  is 
none,  and  to  oppofe  whatever  is  propofed  by  the 
government,  even  when  they  are  in  their  own 
confciences  convinced,  that  what  is  propofed  k 
right,  and  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  our  govern- 
ment and  confl:itution  ^  but  for  my  own  part,  Sir, 
I  can  make  nofach  fuppofition  5  I  cannot  fuppofe, 
that  the  being  in  a  place  or  employment  under  the 
government,  is  inconiiflent  with  common  honour 
and  honeJiy  ^  nor  can  I  fuppofe,  that  any  man 
would,  for  the  fake  of  fatisfying  his  malice  or  re- 
venge, oppofe  any  thing,  that  he  faw  was  ne- 
ceffary for  preferving  or  improving  the  happi- 
nefs  of  his  country  ^  and  I  would  gladly  afk  thofe 
gentlemen,  who  have  formerly  been  in  places 
under  the  government,  and  happen  now  to  be 
out,  if  they  looked  upon  themfelvesaslefs  honeft, 
when  they  were  in  place,  than  they  are  now  when 
they  are  out. 

'  As  the  bill  appears  to  me,  Sir,  to  be  a  total  ex- 

clufion  of  all  officers,  civil  and  military,  from  ha- 

I  ving  feats  in  this  houfe,  I  would  really  advife  thofe 
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'  gentlemen,  who  now  feem  fo  fond  of  it,  to  be  a 
'  little  cautious  in  palUng  fuch  a  bill,    for  if  that 

*  which  they  have  fo  lor.g  ftruggled  to  come  at,  be 

*  fo  near  at  hand,  as  fome  people  have  been  plea- 
'  fed  to  give  out  without-doors,  the  palling  of  fuch 

*  a  bill  may  foon  afFed  a  great  many  of  them- 
'  felves.     They  may  then,  perhaps,  think  of  the 

*  bill  as  I  now  think  of  it  ^  and  I  muft  declare, 
'  that  I  can  by  no  means  agree  to  the  committing 
'  of  it^  becaufe  I  think  it  impoffible  to  make  it  a 
^"  good  bill. 

Mr.  -p-jgh's      The  honourable  Ed-ward  D'lghy^  Efq^  ^  '  I  differ, 

fpeech.       c  gj^,^  ^^  f^j.^  ^^^  ,^y  opinion  about  the  bill  now  be* 

'  fore  us,  from  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 

*  laft,  that  I  think  it  is  f.oi  poliible  to  make  it  a  bad 
'  bill  It  is  a  bill  thnt  has  often,  as  was  before  ob- 
^  ferved,  paffed  through  this  houfe,  and  I  am  fure 

*  it  was  never  more  neceffary  for  fecuring  the  free* 

*  dom  and  inc  ependency  of  Parliaments  than  it  is  at 

*  this  prefent  time  :  I  am  afraid.  Sir,  that  even  the 

*  tranfactions  of  this  day  may  be  a  convincing  proof 

*  of  the  great   necellity  that  there  is  for  having 

*  fome  fuch  bill  paifed  *,  or  rather  ^hat  they  will  be 

*  a  melancholy  proof  of  its  being  already  impolFible 
V  ever  to  get  fuch  a  bill  paffed. 

-   '  It  is  certain,  Sir,  that  the  prefervation  of  our 

*  conliitution  depends  upon  preferving  a  jufi:  balance 

*  between  the  feveral  powers  of  which  it  is  compo- 
'  fed,  tor  if  ever  the  fcale  ihould  be  fo  much  turn- 
'  ed,  as  to  overthrow  and  deitroy  that  balance;,  our 

*  eonftitution  v/iil  from  that  moment  be  at  an  end  : 

*  And  it  is  cert^m,  that  the  many  penal  laws  which 
'  have  been  enacted  fuice  the  revolution,  the  many 

*  taxes  that  have  been  laid  on  and  ftill  continued,  and 

*  the  great  number  of  officers  that  are  neceffary  for 
'  the  colltcling  of  thofe  t?xes,  have  thrown  a  great 
'  and  a  .dangerous  power  into  the  hands  of  the  crown  •, 
'  fuch  a  power,  as  it  is  greatly  to  be  feared,  may  ena- 

'  ble 
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Lie  the  crown  to  fwallow  up  the  two  other  branches 
of  our  legiflature,  by  making  them  intirely  depen- 
dent on  the  crown,  if  ever  thofe  employed  bjahe 
crown  fliould  be  wicked  enough  to  make  fuch  a 
cruel  ufe  of  the  power  they  have  got  into  their 
hands  :  I  will  not  fay,  Sir,  that  ever  fuch  a  ufe,  or 
any  wicked  ufe,  has  as  yet  been  made  of  the  great 
power  which  the  crown  has  lately  acquired  ^  but 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  fuch  a  ufe  may  be  made 
of  it :  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  feme  future  mini- 
fter  may  arife,  who  may  make  an  abfolute  and  a 
blind  obedience  to  his  commands,  both  as  to  vo- 
ting and  fpeaking  in  either  houfe  of  Parliament, 
and  as  to  voting  at  elections  for  members  of  this 
houfe,  the  only  tenure  by  which  gentlemen  in 
office  can  hope  to  continue  in  their  refpcdtive  offi- 
ces, and  the  only  merit  which  can  intitle  a  man 
to  preferment  either  in  church  or  ftate  •,  and  if 
this  fliould  ever  happen  to  be  the  cafe,  I  muft 
leave  it  to  ever3r  gentleman  that  hears  me,  tocon» 
fider,  whether  our  conftitution  would  not  then  be 
in  the  moft  imminent  danger  :  Shall  we  then,  who 
are  the  guardians  of  the  people's  liberties,  negle6> 
or  refute  to  provide  proper  fences  again  11  that 
power,  which  may,  fome  time  or  other,  be  made 
ufe  of  for  invading  or  breaking  down  all  thofe 
fences,  which  nov/ferve  to  protect  and  defend  tlie 
liberties  and  the  properties  of  the  people  ? 

*  We  all  know.  Sir,  that  the  fervice  of  the 
'crown  and  the  fervice  of  the  people  ought  alwaj^-s  to 
be  the  fame  ,  we  know  that  the  crown  ought  never 
to  afk  any  thing  but  what  is  for  the  fervice  of  the 
people,  and  that  'the  people  ought  never  to  refufe 
what  is  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  the  crown, 
and  for  their  own  defence  •,  but,  Sir,  we  like  wife 
know,  that  the  fervice  of  the  crown  and  the  fervice 
of  the  people  have  not  been  alwaj^-s  the  fime  ;  we 
know  that  the  crown  has  fometimes  been  the  peo- 
ple's moft  dangerous  enemy,  and  the  people  may, 
K  k  4  perhaps^ 


-4.  P  A  F.  L  J>  A  M  p  N  T  A  ,R  v        A.  I754, 

'  perhaps,  have  foiji^^in^es  ^-j^fufed  what  was  neceflk- 

'"'rjfcr  the  ifupport  of  the  crown,  and  for  their  own 

*  de^e'nc^ :  'AVhat  has  happened  may  happen  again  ; 

*  ■'fiiit^a's^^ong  as  the  Parliament  continues  pure  and 
^''4iiic6'rriipted,  they  will  always  be  proper  mediators 
*1^e^ween,the  crown  and  the  people  ^  whereas,  if 
'  'Both  houfes  of  Pa'rliaiijent  fhould  ever  come  to  be 
''Sntirely  dependent  on  the  crown,  and  readj^-  to  fol- 
'  lo'w'.bUndly  whatever  inftruclions  they  may  receive 
'  fVl^m  tfe  miniftfers'' pf  th^  could  it  then  be 
^  -{ald^'that  the  "Parliament  would  be  proper  media- 
^  tors. between  the  crown  aiid  the  people?  Could  it 
'  be  e:^pecte(J,  that  the  Parliament  would  ever  put  a 

*  'clietK  u^on  the  moft  arbitrary  demands  of  the 

*  crbwii,  ox  could  it  be  expeded,  that  they  would  e- 

*  cy^irjiaye  weight  enough  with  the  people  to  prevail 
'  "With  them  to  compl}^  willingly  with  theimftft  ne- 
'  ceffary  demands  of  the  crown  ?  ro  :-: 

''^This,  Sir,  is  a  cafe  that  is  certainly  to  be  appre- 

*  Wnded,  by  all  thofe  v/ho  have  any  regard  for  our 

*  pffifent  Jj^ppy  conftitution  ^  and  as  the  number  of 

*  officers,  in  the  fervice  of  the  crown  is  daily  increa- 
'  fiiag  in  this  houfe,    I  think  it  high  time  to  put  a 

*  ff  Jp|tb  it  ^  for  the  difeafe  may,  I  am  afraid,  very 

*  foori'- become  incurable.  That  fome  dangerous 
^  pradices  have  formerly  been  attempted  by  the  mi- 
'  nifletg'of  the  crown,  upon  the  members  of  this 

*  houfe,' cannot  be  denied,  fince  an  hon.  gentleman 
^  of  great  worth,   a  gentleman  of  great  diftindion 

*  in  the  army,  has  but  lately,  in  a  foniier  debate, 
"  told  us,  that  even  he  hinifelf  was  threatened,  for 

*  daring  to  give  his  vote  againll  one  of  the  mofl  de- 

*  fl:ru6tive  miniilerial  fch ernes  that  was  ever  brought 

*  into  Parliament  ^   and  though  he  had  virtue  and 

*  courage  enough  to  defpife  fuch  threats,  3^et  it  is 

*  ptbbable,  that  many  were  brought  over  by  fuch, 
^  or  the  like  arguments  •  becaufe  that  fcheme,  de- 
^  fl:ru61:ive  as  it  was,  got  the  fanclion  of  a  BntiJJ;  a<5t 
"  of  Parliair.ent,  an  a6t  of  Parliament,  which,  for  its 

*  many 
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^  many  fatal  and  iniquitous  eife6ls,vvill  for  ever  make 
'  a  confiderable  asra  in  the  annals  of  this  nation. 
,  '  But  I  need  not  enlarge,  Sir,  upon  the  necciHty 
*iof  our  having  fome  fuch  law  as  is  propofed  by 
*^thisbill,  the  thing  fpeaks  itfelf  ^  the  independence 
*}of  ourParliaments  is  certainly  our  greateft  fecurity-, 
'and  if  we  cannot  render  them  altogether  indepen- 

*  dent,  the  more  they  are  fo,  the  greater  our  fecuri- 

*  ty,  or  rather,  the  lefii  our  danger  will  be,  and  there- 
'  fore  I  am  for  our  going  into  the  committee  moved 
'  for; 

Thomas  Winntyigion^    Efq;      ^  This  bill,  Sir,  asMr.rf?';- 

*  gentlemen  have  obferved,  has,  'tis  true,  been  often  rrSh.^ 

*  propofed,  and  has  fometimes  paiTed  in  this  houfe, 

*  but  it  has  likewife  been  fometimes  rejedied  ^  fo 
'  that  if  there  is  any  argument  in  this,  it  is  equally 

*  ftrong  on  both  fides  •,  and  as  it  has  been  often  pro- 

*  pofed,  and  never  yet  has  paifed  into  a  law,  it  is  a 
'  certain  proof,  that  it  has  never  yet  been  thought 

*  reafonable:  Indeed,  if  we  look  into  the  hiflory  of 

*  it,  we  (hallfindjthatithasat  all  times  been  brought 
^  in,  and  fupported,  by  thofe  who  v/ere  atthofefeve- 

*  ral  times  endeavouring,  as  much  as  they  could,  to 

*  diftrefs  the  government. 

'  I  will  likewife  agree  with  the  hon.  gentleman 

*  who  fpoke  laft,  that  it  is  neceflary  to  keep  a  ba- 

*  lance  between  the  three  branches  of  the  legillature^ 

*  but  I  cannot  agree  with  him  in  faying,  that  That 
'  balance  is  now  in  any  danger  of  being  deftroj'^ed  : 
'  I  hope  it  never  will  ^  I  am  fure  it  never  was  in  lefs 

*  danger  than  it  is  at  prefent  •,  and  I  am  perfuaded, 

*  that  if  the  government  fhould  ever  attempt  any 
'  thing  againft  the  liberties  of  the  people,  th>y  would 

*  find  no  fuch  fervile  dependence  or  blind  obedience 

*  among  the  gentkmen  in  office,  as  has  been  talked 
'  of:  ManyofthoR  gentlemen  are,  and,  I  believe, 
*^  always  mufi:  be,  gentlemen  of  good  families,  and 
^  pofleffed  of  confiderable  eftates  of  theii  own^  they 
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'  may  not  perhaps  be  very  ready  to  join  with  any 
'  fet  of  men,  to  diftrefs  that  government  they  ferve, 

*  but  if  they  fhould  obferve  that  government  in- 
'  croaching  upon  the  liberties  nf  the  people,  they 
^  would  then,  without  doubt,  fhew  fome  regard  to 
'  the  families  they  were  come  of,  and  the  prefevva- 
'  tion  of  their  own  private  fortunes,  and  would  ra- 

*  ther  throw  up  the  pofts  or  places  they  enjoved  uii- 

*  der  the  crown,  than  join  with  the  crown  in  over- 

*  turning  the  laws  and  the  conftitution  of  their 

*  country. 

'  As  there  may  be  danger,  Sir^  in  throwing  too 

*  much  power  into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  io^  I 
'  hope  it  will  be  granted,  that  the  hands  of  the 

*  crown  m.ay  be  fo  much  iveakened,  as  to  render  it 
*•  impoiuble  for  the  crown  to  fupport  itfelf,  and  ad- 
'  minifter  the  public  affairs  of  the  nation  as  they 

*  ought  to  be  -,  and  this  la  ft  would,  I  am  convinced, 
'  be  the  cafe,  if  this  bill  Ihould  pafs  into  a  law  ^ 
*■  for,  as  it  certainly  contains  a  total  exclufion  of  all 
'  officers,  civil  and  military,  where  muft  the  crown 
'  go,  to  find  perfons  to  fill  up  thofe  employments, 
^  as  they  fhall  become  vacant  ?  Gentlemen  of  figure 

*  or  fortune  in  their  country  would  not  certamly 
^  accept  of  any  of  them,  were  they  thereby  to  be 

*  branded  with  fuch  a  mark  of  infamy,  as  to  be 

*  rendered  incapable  of  ferving  their  country  in 
'  Parliament  ^  fo  that  the  crown  would  be  obliged 

*  to  go  among  the  very  dregs  of  the  people,  to  find 

*  out  perfons  who  would  undertake  or  accept  of 
'  any  office  under  the  crown  5   and  thus,  in  a  Ihort 

*  time,  we  fhould  have  all  our  offices  and  employ- 

*  ments,  both  civil  and  military,  filled  with  crea- 

*  tures  of  no  family  or  fortune  in  the  kingdom : 

*  And  if  all  our  civil  employments,  but  efpecially 

*  our  military  employments,  fhould  come  into  fuch 
^  hands,  I  would  gladly  know,  from  the  gent lernen 
'  who  feem  fo  fond  of  this  bill,  if  they  would  think 
'  the  conftitution  fafe  under  fuch  an  adminiftration. 

'  This, 
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'  This,  S:r,  i  takcto  be  a  very  ftrong  argument 
'  againfl:  the  bill,  and  I  cannot  really  fee  any  one 
'  argument  for  it  ^  I  can  fee  no  reafon  why  a  gen- 
'  tleman,  only  becaufe  he  is  in  employment  under 
'  the  crown,  fhould  be  deprived  of  his  birth-right, 
'  by  being  difqualified  from  fitting  in  Parliament, 
'  It  is  certain,  that  the  people  at  prefent  do  not  think 
'  fo,  otherwife  they  v/ould  not  chufe  fo  many  of 
'  thofe  gentlemen,  as  they  do  ^  and  I  muft  think, 
'  that  it  would  be  a  very  great  incroachment  on  the 

*  rights  of  the  people,  to  dictate  to  them  in  their 
'  choice,  and  to  tell  them,  you  fliall  chufe  only 
'  fuch  or  fuch  perfons  for  jonv  reprefentatives  in 
^  Parliament.  The  laws,  as  thejr  ftand  now,  have,  I 
'  think,  provided  fufficientiy  in  this  refpecl  ^  if  any 

*  gentleman  accepts  of  an  office  or  employment  un- 

*  der  the  crown,  he  is  fent  down  to  be  re-chofen,  and 
'  if  the  people  think  him  thereby  difqualified,  they 
'  may  refufe  chufing  him  again  for  their  reprefenta- 
'  tive  ^  but  the  many  inftances  which  have  even  late- 
'  ly  occurred,  of  gentlemen's  being  re-eledted  upon 

*  fuch  occafions,  is  with  me  a  full  proof,  that  tlie 
'  people  do  not  think  any  gentleman  difqualified  for 

*  being  their  reprefentative  in  Parliament,  by  his 
'  having  accepted  of  an  office  or  emploj'^ment  under 

*  the  crown. 

'  As  for  the  South-fea  fcheme,  which  the  hon. 
'  gentleman  was  pleafed  to  mention,  however  de- 
'  ftrudlive  it  was,  it  is  certain,  it  is  not  to  be  laid  to 
^  the  charge  of  the  crown  or  of  the  miniftry,  even 

*  at  that  time  :    We  all  know  how,  and  by  what 

*  methods  it  was  carried  through  Parliament  :  We 
'  know,  that  when  the  inquiry  came  to  be  made,  it 

*  appeared,  that  thofe  directors  who  were  let  into 
'  the  fecret,  and  intruded  with  the  management  of 

*  that  fcheme  in  Parliament,  were  men  of  all  deno- 

*  minations  and  complexions  ^  and  fubfcriptions  were 

*  given  to  members  of  as  different  denominations 

*  and  comple<5tions ,  by  which  there  were,  1  believe, 

'  many 
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*  many  more  brought  in  to  fupport  that  fcheme, 

*  than  were  brought  in  by  any  mmifterial  influence: 

*  But  whatever  may  be  in  that,  it  is  well  known, 

*  that  the  minifters  that  now  are  were  ftrenuous  op- 

*  pofers  of  that  fcheme  ^  fo  that  no  argument  can 
'  be  drawn  from  thence,  for  or  againft  any  thing 
* .  that  is  now  propofed. 

Sir  muitrn      S'lV  William  Wyndham,     '  As  it  has  always  been 
^echf'"^  *  my  opinion,  Sir,  that  every  man,    who  is  in  a 

*  place  or  ofrice  under  the  government,  is  not  there- 

*  fore  neceffarily  to  be  fuppofed  to  be  under  any 

*  flavifli  influence,  as  to  his  behaviour  in  this  houfe, 

*  I  have  formerly  oppofed  bills  of  this  fort,  when 
*■  brought  into  this  houfe  ^  and  if  this  bill,  when  it 

*  may  properly  be  called  one,  does  appear  to  be  the 
'  fame  with  thofe  which  I  have  formerly  oppofed, 
'  as  I  have  not  ytt  altered  my  opinion,  I  fhall  op- 

*  pofe  this  likewife  ^  but  the  worthy  gentleman  who 

*  brought  in  this  bill,  has  already,  in  converfation, 

*  fhewed  me  a  good  deal  of  difference  between  what 

*  is  now  defigned,  and  the  bills  I  have  formerly  op- 

*  pofed  ^  for  which  reafon  I  fhall  be  for  going  into 
'  a  committee  upon  it,  becaufe  no  man  can  well  fay 
^  any  thing,  either  for  or  againft  the  bill,  as  it  now 

*  ftands,  it  being  really  nothing  but  a  blank  •,  but 

*  when  it  has  gone  through  the  committee,  when 

*  the  blanks  are  all  filled  up,  and  the  bill  brought 
'  into  fuch  a  fhape,  as  to  enable  one  to  form  fome 
'  fort  of  judgment  about  it,  I  can  then  eafily  de- 
'  termine  what  farther  I  am  do  *,  and  if  it  be  not 

*  then  made  very  different  from  the  bills  I  have 

*  formerly  oppofed,  which  were  brought  into  thi| 

*  houfe  under  the  fame  title,  I  fhall  in  this,  as,  I 
^  hope,  I  have  on  all  other  occafions,  ad  conflftent- 

*  ly  with  myfelf,  and  oppofe  the  bill's  being  carried 

*  any  ftep  farther, 

'  At 
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^  At  the  fame  time.  Sir,  I  mufl:  talce  notice,  that 

*  the  neceifity  for  fome  fach  bill,  is  certainly  much 
'greater  now''  than  it  was  formerly  :    Pariiaraents 

*  are  now  of  a  much  longer  continuance,  and  it  muft 

*  be  granted,  that  a  more  intimate  acquaintance, 
^  and  a  more  clofe  correfpondence  between  the  crown 
^  and  a  Parliament,  may  be  contracted  in  a  courfe 

*  of  feven  years,  than  could  poihbly  have  happened         , 

'  in  a  courfe  of  three  years  drily.    This  is  a  novelty,      uwJh 
'  and  a  moil  dangerous  novelty,    which  has  been 
'  lately  introduced  ^   and  when  fuch  novelties  are 

*  introduced  into  our  conftitution,  if  they  can't  be 
'  Ihaken  off,   if  things  can  t  be  brought  back  to 

*  where   they  were,  laws,   which   formerly  were 

*  thought  unnecefTary  and  unreafonable,  may  then 
'  become  both  reafonable  and  neceffary  ^  and  gen- 

*  tlemen,  who  formerly  oppofed  them,  ma}^  then 

*  think  themfelves  obliged,   both  in   honour  and 

*  duty,  to  fupport  and  promote  them,  to  the  utmoft 

*  of  their  power. 

'  As  the  bill,  Sir,  is  now  but  a  blank,  we  argue 

*  in  the  dark  upon  it  -,  but  if  I  have  been  rightly 

*  informed,  there  never  was  the  leafi:  defign  of  ex- 
'  eluding  all  officers,  civil  and  military  •  on  the  con- 

*  trary,  the  great  officers  of  (late,  the  commiilioners 
^  of  the  treafury,  admiralty,  trade,  and  many  others 

*  in  fuch  offices,  are  to  be  excepted  :  None  of  them 

*  are  defigned  to  be  excluded,  nor  indeed  ought  they 

*  to  be  excluded,  becaufe  they  are  generally  fuch, 

*  who,  by  their  families  and  fortunes,  have  a  natural 

*  intereft  in  the  country,  and  may  be  chofe  members 

*  of  Parliament,  without  any  ailifta nee  from  the 
i^  board  to  which  they  belong.   Such  gentlemen  may 

*  reafonably  be  fuppofed  to  be  independent  of  the 
'  board,  or  even  of  any  minifter  of  ftate  ^  but  the 

*  fame  cannot  be  faid  of  all  the  other  little  officers 

*  belonging  to  thofe  boards,  or  to  any  other  office 
'  under  the  government  ^  if  fuch  little  officers  fliould 
[  ever  be  brought  into  Parliament^  it  muft  be  by  the 

^  unna- 
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'  unnatural  interefl:  of  the  board  or  office  to  which 
'  they  belong-,  and  as  the}^  will  then  be  intirely 
^  dependent  on  the  board  or  office  to  which  they 
^  belong,  not  only  for  their  feats  in  Parliament, 
'  but  like  wife  for  their  daily  bread,  we  cannot  fup- 

*  pofe,  that  their  behaviour  in  this  houfe  will  be  ab- 
'  folutely  free  from  minifterial  influence  ^  therefore 
'  I  mull:  think,  that  it  may  be  very  proper  to  ex- 
'  elude  all  fuch  from  being  brought  into  Parliament  ^ 

*  for  though  it  may  be  neceffary  to  allow  a  fecretary 
'  of  ftate,  or  any  fuch  great  officer,  a  feat  in  this 
*■  houfe,  yet  it  is  not  at  all  neceffary,  he  fhould 
'  come  here  with  his  clerks,  and  the  whole  equipage 
^  of  his. office. 

^Though  the  hon.  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft, 

*  ftemed  to  think,  that  no  argument  could  be  drawn 

*  from  the  fuccefs  of  the  late  fatal  South-Sm  fcheme, 

*  [fet,  I  think,  he,  from  thence,  gave  us  a  very  ftrong 

*  argument  for  fome  fuch  bill  as  is  now  propofed, 

*  when  he  told  us,  that  gentlemen  of  all  denomina- 

*  lions  and  complexions  were  drawn  in  to  fupport 

*  that  fcheme,  hj  means  of  the  fubfcriptions  that 

*  were  given  them  %   for  does  not  that,  Sir,  fhew, 

*  that  men  of  all  denominations  and  complexions  are 
'  apt  to  have  their  inclinations  byaffed,  and  even 
^  their  underftandings  blinded,    in  favour  of  that 

*  public  meafure,  from  v/hich  they  exped  to  draw 

*  a  private  advantage  ?  Is  not  this,  Sir,  one  of  the 

*  ftrongeft  arguments  that  can  be  given,  for  us  to 

*  take  all  poilible  care,  that  no  mem.ber  of  this  houfe 
'  Q\A\  ever  have  any  private  advantage  to  expedt,  or 

*  any  private  lofs  to  fear,  from  his  voting  of  either 

*  fide  of  any  queftion  that  may  happen  in  this  houfe  ? 

*  And  is  not  this,  Sir,  a  moft  unanfwerable  argu- 

*  ment  for  our  agreeing  to  exclude  thofe  from  ftats 

*  in  this  houfe,  who  may  have  the  whole,  or  at  leaft 

*  the  principal  part  of  their  daily  fubfiftence,  depcnd- 

*  ing  upon  their  way  of  voting,  or  behavip.g  as  mem- 
[  bers  of  this  houfe  ?  However,  Sir,  it  is  impoiublQ 

'  to 
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to  argue  with  any  certainty,  either  for  or  againfi: 
the  bill,  as  it  now  Hand  ^  if  the  bill,  after  it  has 
pafTed  through  the  committee,  iliall  appear  to  be 
an  unreafonable  or  an  unneccflary  bill,  v;e  may 
eafily  prevent  its  going  any  farther  5  and  there- 
fore I  muft  fay,  that  1  can  fee  no  reaibn  for  gen- 
tlemen's oppofing  our  going  into  a  committee  up- 
on it,  unle(s  it  be,  that  they  are  afraid  left  it  may 
be  there  made  io  good,  and  lb  reafonable  a  bill, 
that  they  cannot  then,  with  any  confidence,  op- 
pofe  its  being  paffed  into  a  law/ 

Horatio  Walpole.     '  Sir,  the  hon.  gentleman  be-  HorauoWnu 
'  low  me  has  told  you,  that  he  has  alwdys  oppofed ^'^''' ^'^'''^ 
'  bills  of  the  fame  nature  with  this  now  before  us  ^ 
'  and  I  was  really  heartily  forry  to  find  him  fo  much 

*  difficulted  to  find  out  fomewhat  in  this  bill  difFe- 

*  rent  from  thofe  he  has  formerly  oppofed,  info- 

*  much,  that  he  was  at  lafi:  even  forced  to  own,  that 

*  it  was  at  prefcnt  the  very  fame  fort  of  bill,  but 
'  that  in  the  committee  it  might  be  made  a  dilferent 
'  bill  from  what  it  now  appears  to  be.  I  will  not, 
'  Sir,  afk  the  hon.  gentleman,  whether  he  was  in 

*  place  or  out  of  place  when  he  oppofed  fuch  bills  > 
*"  But  I  will  fay,  that  I  have  always  oppofed  them, 
'  both  in  place  and  out  of  place  •,  and  as  I  take  this 
'  to  be  the  very  fame  bill  with  thcfe  I  have  for- 

*  merly  oppofed,  I  fhall  therefore  be  againft  the 

*  queilion  now  before  us  ^  and  for  all  the  gentleman 

*  has  faid,  I  make  no  doubt,  but  that  we  ihali  this 
'  day  be  both  upon  the  fame  fide  of  the  queftion  •, 
'  for  I  dare  fay,  he  only  meant  to  make  fome  fort 

*  of  complement  to  his  worthy  friend  over  the  way  5 

*  but  when  it  comes  to  the  queftion,  I  am  perfuaded 

*  he  will  join  with  me  ^    which  if  he  does,  I  will 

*  fairly  promife  him,  that  if  any  fuch  bill  be  pro- 

*  pofed  when  he  is  in  place,  and  1  am  out,  he  fhall 

*  iave  my  alliftauce  in  oppofing  it, 

!  We 
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'  We  have  been  told,  Sir,  that  though  the  bill, 
as  it  Hands  at  prefent,  be  a  total  exclufion  of  all 
officers  civil  and  militar}'',  yet  there  are  to  be 
many  exceptions  made,  when  we  go  into  a  com- 
mittee upon  it  *,  I  muft  fay,  that  this  raifes  my 
curiofit}?-  fo  much,  as  to  give  me  fome  inclination 
to  be  for  the  queflion,  becaufe,  by  the  exceptions 
thofe  gentlemen  are  to  propofe,  we  ma}^,  I  be- 
lieve, pretty  well  guefs  what  offices  and  employ- 
ments they  have  chalked  out  for  themfelves  ^  but 
as  the  time  of  this  houfe  ought  not  to  be  taken 
up  about  matters  of  curioiit}^  only,  therefore  I 
fhall  not  allow  m}^  curioiity  to  carry  me  fo  far, 
as  to  vote  for  this  houfes  throwing  awa}''  a  da^^  of 
their  feihon,  by  going  into  a  committee  upon  an 
affair  which,  I  am  convinced,  muft  prove  fruit- 
lefs  in  theencl. 

'  There  are  fome  gentlemen  among  us,  Sir,  whom 
I  have  formerly  known  to  be  in  very  good  em- 
ployments under  the  crown,  but  now  they  happen 
to  be  out  of  Y^lace,  and  are  become  mjghty  patri- 
ots :  'Tis  true,  there  is  fomething  very  fonorous 
and  pompous  in  the  name  Patriot  •,  but,  I  believe, 
thofe  gentlemen  looked  upon  themfelves  to  be 
every  bit  as  good  men,  and  as  firmdy  attached  to 
the  intereft  of  their  country,  when  they  were  call- 
ed Secretaries  at  war,  Cofferers,  or  the  like  ^  nay, 
I  believe,  they  not  only  thought  fo  themfelves, 
but  would  have  been  angry  with  any  man,  who 
would  then  have  pretended  to  have  thought  other- 
wife  of  them. 

'  The  honourable  gentleman,  who  fpoke  laft, 
mentioned  likewife  the  long  continuance  of  our 
Parliaments,  and  the  great  acquaintance  and  cor- 
refpondence,  which  may,  in  a  term  of  feven  years, 
be  contradted  between  them  and  the  crown  :  From 
whence,  Sir,  I  prefume,  we  are  in  this  feffion  to 
have  fome  debate  upon  that  queftion  too  •,  and  there- 
fore, if  we  do  agree  to  go  into  the  committee  pro- 

'  pofed 
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pofed,  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  move  for  an  iji- 
ftrudlion,  for  that  committee  to  receive  a  claufe  for 
fliortening  the  continuance  of  our  Parliaments, 
that  fo  we  may  make  but  one  day's  debate  of  both 
queflions^  when  that  is  over,  we  majr  have  the 
call  of  the  houfe,  and  then,  I  believe,  the  bufinefs 
of  this  feiiion  will  be  pretty  well  over/ 

William  Puluney,  Efq^  'Sir,  the  worthy  gentle- ^;^^;;f/;i^ 
man  who  fpoke  laft,  has  entertained  the  houfe 
with  a  good  deal  of  his  wit,  but  has  not  be^n  plea- 
fed  to  give  us  any  one  argument  againft  the  que- 
ftion  ^  and  as  I  amx  Ycry  fenfible  of  my  own  inca- 
pacity to  contend  with  him  in  wit,  I  am  forr}^  he 
did  not  vouchfafe  to  give  me  an  opportunity  of 
anfwering  fome  of  his  arguments,  if  he  has  any, 
againft  our  going  into  the  committee  propofed.  He 
mention'd  the  word  patriot,  and  told  us  there  was- 
fomething  very  pompous   and   fonorous  in  the 
name  ^  but,  whatever  that  worthy  gentleman  may 
think  of  patriotifm,  I  hope,  Sir,  it  will  never  be 
laughed  at,  or  turned  into  ridicule  in  tliis  houfe.  It 
is  certainly  the  moft  glorious  epithet,  when  juftly 
applied,  that  ever  was,  or  ever  can  be  bellowed 
upon  any  man  %  and  I  fliould  be  forry  to  find,  that 
that  gentleman,  with  all  his  wit,  or  any  other  per- 
fon  with  a  little  fuch  fonorous  wit,  were  able  to 
laugh  it  out  of  thefe  doors. 

*  But  now.  Sir,  as  to  the  queftion  in  hand,  I  will 
venture  to  fay,  that  every  gentleman,  who  has  fpoke 
againft  it,  has  intirely  miftaken  the  nature  of  the 
bill  now  before  us  •,  they  fuppofcd  it  to  be  fuch  a 
bill,  as  they  have  been  pleafed  to  reprefent,  and 
came  here  provided  with  arguments,  fome  in  their 
heads,  but,  I  believe,  more  in  their  pockets,  againft 
a  bill,  fuch  a^  they  had  before  fuppofed  this  to  be ; 
and  now,  when  we  have  heard  them,  it  is  plain, 
that  none  of  their  arguments  aftedr,  in  the  leaft,  the 
bill  now  before  us,  Gentlemen,  and  particularly  one 
yoL.  XL  hi  [  t*5 
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1om(Jmthfe.^^|n^.%Wfhb  tried  a  little  at  wit  too,  have 
l^^mi^fyofdly  that,  by  this  bill  a  total  exclufion  of  all 
^■^dfficersvCivilm^d.mUitaryj  v^as  inteiided  v  but  they 
^^ave  been  told;,  that  no  fuch  thing  was  ever  in- 

*  tended,  or  fo  much  as  dreamed  of:  They  have 

*  been  told,  that  all  great  officers  are  ftill  to  have, 

*  and,  I  think,  ought  to  have  feats  in  this  houfe  5  but 

*  fuppofe,  Sir,  that  it  is  intended  to  exclude  fuch, as, 

*  by  the  nature  of  their  office,  muft  either  negledt 

v^ctnpiroduty  in  Parliament,  or  their  duty  in  their 

^ibffice,:  which  neqelfarily  requires  their  attendance 

-sloelfewhere^  filch,  for  example,  as  the  corrtrniffioners 

^^;df  the  revenue  in  /r^/^«^  ^  furely,  Sir,  this  mull 

§fifbe:thought  highly  reafonable  by  a  majority  of  this 

3i^rh(Ja3fe,  as  well  as  by  the  generality  of  mankind  ^ 

''^^^^vyfefelidoubt  much,  if  the  worthy  gentleman  in  the 

-^i  e^rnei*  .would  think  fo,  Suppofe  agaiii,  that  it  were 

>l6r^ntended  to  exclude  from  feats  in  Parliament  thofe 

8i/r{«icirikp;anddeputIes^of  offices,  who'have  a  continual 

rrfifidqjeijd^nce  upon  the  crown,  and  are  d^ily  at  the 

i'/*BnferGy  of;a  minifler^  for  being  continued  in^  or 

-sX^tiirned  out  of  -that  employment, irom  virhiGh  they 

-ifc*t](iaiw  the  principal  part  of  their  fubfiftence-mJght 

lol^c^o^j^hisbe  doai?,  Sir,  without  any  injuftice?  Can 

li^itAeftppo&d^ith^  ^^  people  would  think  them- 

*  felves  injured  by  fuch  a  regulation  ?  Such  perfons 

^f^eaiiiifeve^:  ;be  fuj^mftd  to  aft  or  vbte  with  that 

i^fafirecdi^m,  which  :every  member  of  this  houfe  ought 

lii'fi  X6J^  fL-and,  I  am  fupe^it  would  be  for  the  honour, 

30(f  as  well  as  the  freedorri  of  Parliament,  to  exclude 

li-^^-^^^  gdl  fnch  perfon$5  which  is  all  that  is  ifttended  by 

,^liJ:the  bill  now  before  us-,  and  therefore  it  is  evident, 

(11  ^Ahstlrrone.  of  the.  arguments,  made  ufe  of  agaipft 

noi*l:idlie§rieto5ftr>^fFea:inthe  kaft  the  bill,  which  we 

sd*/liBife:wnvr^nder  our  confideration. 

avbd  t Gentlemen  have  inUfted  much  upon  the  neceftlty 

.ijl^nwe^aFe^uiideJi^^f'it^aying  always  in  this  houfe  fome 

hn^  vf  thofe  who  ar^  jn  public  offices  arid  employ- 

^  ments  5  they  have  told  us,  that  the  knowledge  of 

*  fuch 
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.afiieh  g<^ntlemei>^  in  affairs  pfftafp,  js  fi?perior  to 
.^  that.of  countrj-gentlemen,  or  foi-fiuntds:  It  is 
|i;  true,  Sir,  they  nlay  perhaps  know  &  little  morpof 
l^^the  management  of  public  offices,  anJ  the^mf^trlai^ds 
_.,, of  making  tip  accounts,   and  raifing  perquifites'; 

*  than  gentlei^eh  who  never  hiid  the  honour,  nor  the 
^  profit  of  being  made  acquainti^d  w^th  fuch  things^, 
I  but  it  will  be  allowed,  I  Ml.  ve,  that  thofe  geotle- 
I  men,  who  pay  a  large  fhare  of  the  taxes  impofed, 
'  and  feel  the  heavy  burden  of  them,  becaufe  they 

are  obliged  to  pay  the  whole  out  of  r heir  own  pit- 

*  vate  fortunes,  will  be  a  little  more  cautious,  how 

*  they  lay  on  fuch  taxes,  and  more  exadt  in  feeing 

*  them  properly  and  frugally  applied,  than  thoie 
I  knowing  gentlemen  in  public  offices,  who:huVe 
I  large  falaries,  and  many  perqui files  dafly  comiiig 

^    in.     Xhe  cafe  of  fuch -gentlemen,  really  putsime 

.^,'  in  mind  of  a  i^affage  in  the  play  called  thef  %;/,-'- 

I*  ^^^'  I  remember,  Mir,  an  undertaker  is  ther^  re- 

1^  pre(ented,  as  paying  money  to  his  mournerstnJb^k 

^^  fad  and  difmal,  and  one  of  them  he  reprimands 

K*  Severely,  for  that  the  more  mc^ney  he  gave  him 

-J  to  look  fad^^  the  more  merry  the  fellow  alwars 

^^  looked :  This  is  the  very  cafe  with  thofe^^ntle- 

,  '  iiien  in  qfficesJj  the  more  rtigiiey  they  give  iii^  par- 

.^  liamentary  way,  the  more  ifierry  they  look,  for 

g^*  the  more  they  give^  the  rnore  comes  into;  their 

1^    own  pockets,    ;  v  ;•  ■ 

^  't   ^^^^^  Sir^  to  br  ferious,  for  the' flibjea  is  really 

^  of  a  very  ferious  nature  :  It  is  cenain,'tliefe  never 

^  was  a  time,  when  this  bill,  or  fome  fuch  biUv  Was 

.,  ^  more  neceifary:  The.  grjeat  power  and  influence 

^  of  t.he  crown  m  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  as  w<\l 

Ss.^  ^M"  V^^  elea:ions  of  the -members  of  thisrhoUfV, 

su^  calls  aloud  for  fome  reguiatioii.  It  marfoon  bd  in 

^  the  powet  of  a  minifter,  even  bef>re  the  election 

V4  'u  ^^^^^^^^^^'^^  ^^^^  us  whatmajonayhe 
^^k  T-  {^^^^^"^^'^^^^"fiiing  P^rliamenf  vhe  m^t  have 
„^,,;  this  houfe,  or  at  leaft,  ^majority  of.  this  hohfe. 
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^  and  perhaps  of  the  other  too,  in  his  pocket.  This 
fe  Hvould  be  a  mbft  terrible  misfortune  •,  it  is  a  mif- 
iBfdrtun^  which  is  jtift  at  our  door,  and  if  we  allow 
**Blt't|Tenter,  it  will  be  ifnpoffible  to  get  it  out  again : 
^iDef^^U^  theti  do  what  we  can  *,  if  we  cannot  get  all 
"rnw^  m(Hf^or^  kt  Us  endeavour  to  exclude  from  feats 
'^iitf  his  houfe,  atleaft  thofe  who  are  the  immediate 
*'!fervile  dependents  upon  a  minifter  :  If  this  is  not 

*  done,  our  conftitution  mufi:  foon  be  undone  ^   for 

*  let  any  future  minifter  be  as  wicked,  as  rapacious, 
*^and  as  criminal,  as  ever'any  minifter  was,  who 

*  iWilUatfempt  to  accufe  or  impeach  him  in  a  houfe 

*  ^of  X2oB3^©ns,  Whdre  it  is  known  he  has  a  corrupt 
*ta^i6tity,  ready  to  acquit  him  of  whatever  crimes 

*  %iay  be  laid  to  his  charge,  even  tho'  his  guilt  fhould 

*  be  made  as  manifeft  as  the  fun  at  noon-day  ! 

^r  milium      Sir  Wrlliam  Tonge.     *  I  have,  T  think.  Sir,  given 

fpT/ch!      '  all  poflible  attention  to  everj^  gentleman  who  has 

^  fpoke  'in  this  debate,  and  for  m}^  own  part,  I  muft 

*  fay,  Icannot  difcover  that  there  is  any  neceffity  at 

*  prefent  for  the  bill  now  propofed  to  be  committed  : 

*  It  is  true,  th?^  fuch  bills  have  been  often  brought 

*  in,  and  have  fometimes  been  pafTed  in  this  houfe, 

*  particularly,  in  the  reign  of  the  late  King  ffilliam  ^ 

*  and  as  I  was  but  the  other  day  reading  the  hiftory 

*  of  that  reign  in  a  book  lately  pubiifhed,  I  fhall  re- 

*  peat,  as  far  as  my  memory  ferves,  the  account  the 
*"  hiftorian  gives  of  a  bill  of  this  nature,  and  of  thofe 

*  who  then  brought  it  in  :  He  fays  the  perfons  who 
■ ..  '  :^  were  then  the  bringers  in,  and  fupporters  of  that 

■  *^  bill)  were  either  fuch  as  thought  they  had  not 
^  been  fufficiently  rewarded  for  the  fervices  they 
^  had  done  in  affifting  to  bring  about  the  revolution, 

*  or  fuch  v/ho  v/ere,  and  always  had  been,  real  ene- 

*  mies  to  the  revolution,  both  which  parties  joined 

*  in  bringing  that  bill  in,  and  getting  it  paffed,  in 

*  order  to  diftreis  the  meafures  of  that  glorious  King, 

*  and  to  clog  the  wheels  of  his  govermnent. 

^•5»iuor- »-. •  ■"      ■        .  '-■'  «  Thlsj, 

iiwoiii  ' 
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'  '  This,  Stf;  1^  Ae  account  Ae  hiftorian^git^esof  a 
*^1)ill  of  this  natafe,  brought  into  this  hoiifeatthat 
^'tifi^e':  I  am  far  from  throwing  the  fame  imputa- 
*^tit>rl  upon  the  gentlemen  who  are  the  fnpport(*rs 
i^bf  the  bill  now  before  us  ^  I  hope  they  att  from 
'^  quite  different  principles  ^  but  the  attempting  to 
'  make  fuch  alterations  in  our  conftitution,  when 
'  there  is  no  apparent  neceffity  for  it,  does  give  fomc 
'  fort  of  ground  for  fufpefting  that  thofe  who  make 
'  fuch  attempts,  are  influenced  by  motives  different 

*  from  thofe  that  are  openly  avowed  :  As  T,  Sir, 
* -can  fee  110.  manner  of  reafbn  for  making  at  prefent 
*-  fuch  an  alteration  in  our  conftitution,  as  that  of 
*'  excluding  from  feats  in  Parliament  all,  oi  at  leaft 
'  the  greateft  parr  of  thofe  who  enjoy  any  office, 
'  civil  or  militarjr,  under  the  crown  •,  I  cannot  there- 

'  fore  fee  any  neceifity  for  the  bill  now  before  us^     H'JI.vT 

'  and  if  the  only  view  now  be,  to  exclude  two  or 
'  three  clerks  in  offices  from  feats  in  Pailiament,  I 
'  muft  think  that  neither  our  conftitution,  nor  the 

*  freedom  of  Parliament  can  be  in  any  danger  from 
'  three  or  four  perfons  having  feats  in  this  houfe,  let 
'  their  dependence  be  never  fo  great,  or  never  fa 

*  fervile  j  and  therefore,  I  do  not  think  it  worth 
'  while  to  take  up  the  time  of  this  houfe,  in  paffing 
'  any  bill  for  fuch  a  purpofe,  or  in  going  into  a: 

'  committee  upon  any  fuch  bill,  for  which  reafoa  ^ 

*  I  fhall  be  againft  your  queftipn/ 

H^f7ry  Pdhanh  Efq^  ^  I  do  not  ftand  up.  Sir,  toMr.p./i^w's 
trouble  you  with  any  arguments  againft  the  com/^''^''^' 
mitment  of  the  bill,  other  gentlemen  having  before 
'  fpoke  fufficiently  to  that  point-  but  as  clerks  and 
deputies  in  offices  have  been  mentioned,  I  ftand  up 
to  fpeak  for  one,  whofe  modefty  will  not  allow 
him  to  fpeak  for  himfelf  I  have  the  honour.  Sir, 
to  be  in  an  office  which  is  certainljr  very  lucrative, 
as  well  as  a  place  of  great  truft,  and  the  gentle- 
man who  is  my  deputy,  is  a  member  of  this  houfe, 

*  knowa 
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*  known,  to  many  gentlemen  in  the  houfe,  and  be- 


loved, I  believe,  hy  all  that  know  him  :  It  is  well 
'known,  that  the  fecutity  he  gives  for  the  faithful 
* "  performance  of  his  duty  in  that  office  is  very  can^ 

*  iiderable  •,  it  is  fiich  as  I  am  fure  muft  free  hint 
-  from  all  rhanner  of  fufpicion  among  thofe  he  re- 

*  pref^nts  v  for  no  niali  who  is  capable  of  giving  fo 

*  large  fecurity,  caivbe  fufpeded  of  any  fuch  fervile 

*  dependence',  as  fonie  gentlerhen  have  been  pleafed 
-•to  mention  ^  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  fuch  a 

*  gentleman  owes  his  daily  bread,  or  even  the  prin- 
^  cipal  part  of  his  fubflftence,  to  the  office  he  enjoys, 
'*  or  th^t  he  would  be  guilty  of  fuch  a  heinous  crime, 
^  as  that  of  betraying  his  country  in  Parliament,  for 
^  the  fake  of  continuing  in  that  office.    This,  Sir, 

*  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  mention  •,  but  as  it  is  now 
^  folate,  I  will  not  give  you  the  trouble  of  faying 

*  any  thing  as  to  the.fubjed  now  in  debate. 

lorACather-"   Lord  Cathnlog^.'  *  I  believe.  Sir,  no  man  who 

/o^^'sfpeech.i  j^^Q^g  me,  is  ignorant  of  the  many  and  the  late  ob- 

^^  ligations  I  owe  to  his  Majefty,  which  I  (hall  always 

*  be  ready  to  acknowledge '^  and  T  fhall  endeavour 
'  to'take  all  opportunities  of  fhewing  my  gratitude 

*  jbr  the  favours  I  have  received.  While  I  have  the 
^'^lionour  to  fit  in  this  houfe,  I  think  i  cannot  (hew 
'^''  my  gratitude  to  his  Majefty  better,  than  by  per- 

*  forttiing  my  duty  towards  thofe  I  reprefent,becaufe 

*  r always  looked  upon  the  intereft  of  the  King,  and 
'  tte  intereft  of  the  people  to  be  infeparable  j  and 

^^*:therefore,  as  I  think  the  bill  now  before  us  not 
^  bbly  reafohable,  but  even  neceffary  for  the  prefer- 

*  yation  of  our  eonftitution,  I  fhall  give  my  vote  for 
^*iDuif^birig  into  a  committee  upon  it/ 

Sir  KohrP^^T^  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.   '  It  has  always 
^^'-^-^eetiJiyGip^ni  Sir,  that  we  ought  not  to  make 

*  any  alterations  in  our  conftitution,  but  when  there 

*  is 
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*  is  an  apparent  neceflity  for  dohigTo ;  an  J  it  iscer^ 
Itain,  that  the  time  of  this  houfe  ought  not  to  be 

*  talcea  up  with  contriving  new  regulations,  or  paf* 
f  iing  bills,  for  which  there  is  w  manner  of  occa- 
'  fion.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  I  have  heard  nothing 
'  that  can  in  the  leaft  convince  me  of  their  being  at 

*  prefent  any  necelfity  for  the  bill  now  before  us, 
'  which  of  itfelf  is  to  me  a  fufHcient  r^afon  for  my 
*•  giving  my  vote  againft  the  preflrnt  queftion  ^  but 

*  the  cafe  of  an  hon.  gentleman  mention  d  early  la 

*  the  debate,  and  what  the  noble  Lor  I  who  fpoke 

*  laft,  has  f aid,  is  to  me,  and  mail,  1  thi!jk,  be.  to 
^  every  gentleman,  a  full  proof,  that  thereisnone- 
'  ceffity  for  the  bill  now  under  our  conlideration,:and 

is  confequently ,  an  unanfwerable  argument  for  pur 

not  taking  up  the  time  of  the  houfe,  with,  gmng 

into  a  committee  upon  this,  or  any  fuch  bill  j^^or 

when  we  fee  gentlemen  who  are  in  offices,  gentle- 

-y  men  who  own  their  many  obligationsto. his Ma-^^^^^.^^^^ 

^  jefty,  declaring  their  opinic«i,;  and  giving  tljeiCiT^Hrc.^ 

e *  votes  in  this  houfe,  with  the  feme  freedoin.  that 

3*  other  gentlemen  do,  it  feems  flrange  to  layit  down 

*  as  a  maxim,  that  all  gentlemen  in  offices  acl  uii- 

*  der  a  fervile  dependence  ui^^n  the  crown. 

V     *  As  to  bills  t3f  this  patur^,  having  been  ^en 

*  propofed,  or  even  paffed  in  this  houfe,  it  jis  ip  ar- 

*  gument  for  ouf  agreeing  or  difagreeing  to  it  now : 

*  Every  propofition  is  a  new  propofitipn  as  often  as 

*  it  is  made  in  this  houfe,  and  is  to  be  debated  and 
i|r#.confidered  upon  its  own  merits  only,  without  any 

^regard  to  what  is  pafTedi  for  what  former  Parlia- 

*  ments  have  done,  or  have  refufed  to  do,  can  b,e  no 

*  rule  for  iis^  and  as  the  merits  of  every  queftion 
'  muft  depend  upon  what  has  been  faid,  or  may  be 

^2  *  faid,  for  and  againft  it,  I  belieye,  without  adding     , 
e  *  any  thing  farther,  I  may  leave  tb^  prefent  queftion.  ..^^^^^ 
^;^^-'^pon  that  iiliie.  .i^uim^  mo m  miou^i^m  \ii&  ^ 

«  As 
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'  As  for  clerics  and  deputies  in  office,  I  am  fure 

*  there  are  none  fuch,  who  have  now  feats  in  Parlia- 

*  menu  that  are  rLgt/ulbj;  intitled  to  fuch  feats  by. 

*  tl:^^J^o6ei:^k%thek  pofrdfs^  ^nd  their  oiivn:private 

*  foniifteJiTfuffraite  th^rti  as  much  above  the  fiifpi- 

*  cion  of  corruption,  or  of  a  fervile  dependence,  as 

*  any  gentleman  in  this  houfe  can  well  be  -,  there  are 
'  none  of  them  but  have  fortunes  of  their  own  fuf- 
'  ficient  to  fupport  the;n  as  gentlemen,  and  whoever 

*  is  fo|pr6vided,  camicjt  from  liis  circumftances  be 
'  fufpeded  of  any  fervile  dependence  ^  if  there  be 

*  any  ground  for  fuch  a  fufpicion,  it  muft  proceed. 

*  frorp  the  t'e^r.per  of'the  mind,  againft  which  there 

*  is^^p  fortuiie  afPiua:nt  enough  fou  being  a  fufficient  • 

*  giiatd,  lior  could  the  law  now  propofed  be  of  any 

*  effed  againft  fuch  men. 

'  An  honourable  gentleitiah  fpoke  of  minifters 

*  having  a  houfe  of  Commons,  even  a  houfe  of 

*  Lords,  in  their  pockets  ^  I  own  this  is  language  I 

*  do  not  i^nderftaad  ;  Gentlemen  are  in  this  houie.  at 
'  liberty  to  throw  out  whatever  their  imaginations 

*  may  fuggeft^  but  they  certainly  ought  to  have 

*  fome  meaning  in  every  thing  they  fay.    The  ho* 

*  nourable  gentleman  talked  too  of  wicked  minifters, 
'  and  of  impeaching  criminal  minifters^  thi3^..Sir, 
^  has  often  been,  talkjd  of,  but  has  yet  appeared  to 

*  be  nothing  but  v/ords :  If  I  am  the  minifter  meant, 

*  I  wi(h  with  all  my  heart  they  would  begin  ^  I  am 
'  perfuaded,  there  are  thofe  who  tvaiit  not  inclination, 

*  and  God  forbid  I  fliould  fuppofe  they  wanted  abi- 

*  lities :  If  there  were  any  probable  ground,  if  there 

*  were  the  leaft  foundation  for  impeaching  any  mi- 

*  nifter  or  minifters,  1  am  fully  convinced,  it  would 

*  be  impoilibie  to  withftand  or  evade  fuch  an  im- 

*  peachment^  at  leaftlam  fure  I  nov/  fpeak  in  m. 
'  affembly  where,  were  I  guilty,  I  could  not  expert 

*  to  be  acquitted,  but  while  I  am  innocent,  I  may, 

*  and  I  do  depend  upon  it,  that  I  never  ftiall  be 

*  condemned s  for thisreafonlfay,! wifnthat gen» 

*  tlemea 
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'  tlemen  would  begins  but  while  they  talk  only  of 

*  impeachments,  without  proceeding  any  farther,. 
'  what  they  fay  muft  be  looked  on  but  as  meer 

*  words  to  amufe  the  galleries,  and  embellifh  their 
'  fpeeches.' 

Thmcis  Wyndham,  Efq^  /  In  my  opinion,    ^^J!;;^, 

*  moft  gentlemen,  and  particularly  the  honourable  fpeccu. 

*  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  have  wandered  very 
'  much  from  the  queftion  in  debate:  The  only 
'  queftion  now  before  us  is,  Whether  or  no  we  fhall 

*  go  into  a  committee  upon  the  bill  which  has  been 
'  now  read  a  fecond  time  to  the  houfe  >  If  the  bill 
'  be  a  neceffary  or  a  reafonable  bill,^  we  certainly 
'  ought  to  go  into  a  committee  upon  it^  and  if  it  be 

*  neither  reafonable  nor  neceffary,  it  is  as  certain  we 

*  ought  not  to  proceed  any  farther. 

'  As  to  its  being  a  reafonable  bill,  it  has  been  ob- 
'  ie6ted,that  it  would  be  injurious  to  the  crown,  to 

*  exclude  all  the  fervants  of  the  crown  from  feats  in 
'  Parliament^  but  to  this  a  full  anfwer  has  already 
'  been  made,  that  there  is  no  deiign  to  exclude  all 
'  the  fervants  of  the  crown  •,  the  only  defign  is  to 

*  exclude  thofe  fen^ants  of  the  crown,  whofe  duty 
'  demands  their  attendance  elfewhere,  or  who,  by 

*  the  places  they  enjoy,  may  reafonably  be  fuppofed 
'  to  be  under  a  fervile  dependence  upon  the  mini- 
'  Iters  of  ftate  :  Where  then  is  the  injury  done  to  the 
'  crown,  fince  his  Majefty  may  ftill  have  moft  of 

*  his  principal  fervants  in  this  houfe,  and  is  ftill  at 
'  liberty  to  employ  whomfoever  he  thinks  proper, 
'  either  in  a  military  or  a  civil  capacity  ? 

'  It  has  been  farther  faid,  that  this  bill  would  be 
'  an  injuftice  done  to  the  people,  becaufe  it  would 
'  limit  them  in  their  choice,  and  preclude  them  from 

*  chufing  thofe  whom  they  perhaps  thought  moft 
'  proper  for  reprefenting  them  in  Parliament^  but, 

*  in  my  opinion,  Sir,  it  is  doing  a  favour  to  the  peo- 
'  pie,  to  preclude  them  from  putting  a  truft  in  thofe 
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*  who  may  probably  be  induced  to  betray  that  truft, 

*  by  loading  the  people  with  all  the  taxes  and  bur- 
,  *rdens,  which  a  wicked  and  defigning  minifter  may 

*  propofe :  This,  Sir,  will  be  a  real  favour  to  the 
^:  people,  and  a  favour  vvhich  they  will  foon  become 

-1'  leniiMe  of.   It  is  true,  as  has  been  faid,  that  when 

:*  a  gentleman  accepts  of  a  new  office,  he  is  fent  back 

^  to  his  country  to  be  rechofen,  and  it  is  like  wife 

.Vtrue^that  fuch  gentlemen  are  often  rechofen  ^  but 

:*  do  not  we  know,  that  fuch  gentlemen  go  back  to 

■  ^f.  their  country  with  a  double  credit ;  Such  a  man 

^i  h^s  not  only  the  intereft  he  formerly  had^but  he  is 

rt"  now  got  into  an  office,  he  is  looked  on  as  the  fa- 

'**  yourite  of  the  minifter^  fome  he  promifes  to  pro- 

.:'  vide  in  places,  others  he  is  to  fave  from  pains  and 

:*  penalties,  and  thus  by  the  places  he  gets  for  fome, 

:,*  and  the  fears  he  relieves  others  from,  he  purchafes 

*  his  borough  for  life,  if  his  office  be  fo :  Is  not  this 
'  a  fort  of  corruption  ?  and  ought  not  we,  Sir,  to 
'  provide  a  remed}^  againft  this  fort  of  corruption,  as 

*  well  as  that  which  is  properly  called  bribery  ? 

'  Now,  Sir,  as  to  the  neceffity  there  is  for  fome 
'  fuch  bill,  as  what  is  now  propofed  \  the  cafe  of  an 

*  honourable  gentleman,  who  had  virtue  enough  to 

*  withfland  the  menaces  of  a  court,  and  the  caJe  of 

V  a  noble  Lord,  who  always  behav'd  with  great  ho- 
'  nour  in  this  houfe,  have  been  made  ufe  of  to  fhew 
'  that  there  is  no  neceffity  for  fuch  a  bill-,  but  are 

*  one  or  two  inftances  to  be  made  ufe  of  as  an  argu- 
'  ment,  in  an  affair  where  hundreds  might  be  brought 
'  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion  ?  The  inftances ; 

*  -  of  the  other  iide  are  indeed  kept  much  more  fecrct, 

V  it  is.  not  eafy  to  difcover  the  motives  of  men's  ac» 
'  tions ;  but  lam  convinced,  there  is  no  gentleman 

*  in  this  houfe  who  doubts,  but  that  many  fuch  in- 

*  ftances  have  happened^  and  the  cafe  of  the  ho- 
'  iiourable  gentleman,  which  is  now  made  public,  is 
'  .a  convincing  proofof  the  danger  of  having,a  great 

*  number  of  ge;ntteintn  in  this  houfe,  who  have  pro- 
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fitable  employments  depending  intirely  upon  the 
pleafure  of  the  crown,  and  confequently,  upon 
the  pleafure  of  the  favourite  minifter. 
*  It  is  certain,  Sir,  the  circumftances  of  this  coun- 
try, are  much  alter'd  from  what  they  were  :  For- 
merly the  crown  had  fo  few  places  or  emplo3''mentd 
to  give,  that  if  thofe  who  were  in  pofTelHon  of 
them,  had  all  been  in  Parliament,  they  could  not 
have  endangered  our  conftitution ;  but  now  the 
fervants  of  the  crown  have  multiplied  fo  much, 
what  by  new  taxes,  and  by  foliciting  of  offices, 
that  the  moft  fatal  confequence  is  to  be  feared  from 
them  ^  efpecially  now  that  a  feat  in  Parliament 
begins  to  be  thought  almoft  neceffary  toqnalifya 
man  for  a  poft  or  employment :  In  a  little  time 
this  houfe  may  be  filled  with  the  fervants  of  the 
crown,  tho'  by  our  conftitution,  we  ought  all  to 
be  the  fervants  of  our  country :  We  are  not  to 
talk  of  what  is  the  cafe  at  prefent,  or  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  now  the  honour  to  be  members 
of  this  houfe,  as  well  as  fervants  of  the  crown  ^ 
they  may  perhaps  be  independent  of  the  crown, 
they  may  adt  with  abfolute  freedom  in  this  houfe  ^ 
but  it  is  certain,  that  he  muft  have  more  than  com- 
mon virtue,'  who  will  forfeit  a  lucrative  poft  or 
employment,  rather  than  fubmit  fometimes  to  the 
directions  of  a  prime  minifter,  even  as  to  his  way 
of  voting  in  this  houfe ;  and  therefore,  it  is  certain, 
that  unlefs  fome  fuch  bill  as  this  be  pa  fled,  the  ma- 
jority of  this  houfe  may  come  to  be  compofed  of 
fervants  of  the  crown,  who  have  not  fo  much  vir- 
tue as  they  who  are  now  members  of  this  houfe 
houfe.  I  hope  it  will  be  agreed,  that  it  would  then 
be  too  late  to  think  of  any  fuch  bill  as  the  prefent -, 
for  God's  fake  then,  Sir,  let  us  provide  for  the  fafe- 
ty  of  our  country  while  it  is  in  our  power  ^  If  we 
do  not  do  it  now,  we  may  foon  be  involved  in 
ruin  without  any  hopes  of  redemption  ^  for  the 

'  pre- 
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'  preventing  of  which,  I  think  this  bill  abfolutely 
'  neceflary,  and  therefore  I  am  moft  heartily  for 
*  the  queftion/ 

After  him  T'homas  Chtterhuckj  Efq^  fpoke  againfl 
the  commitment,  and  then  the  queftion  was  put, 
and  carried  in  the  negative  23oagainft  191. 

^m'  ^^^  ^'^^  ^9^^  ^^  Ffhritary,  the  bill  to  amend  and 
arop'd.  render  more  effedual  an  ad  made  in  the  ninth  year 
of  the  reign  of  her  late  Majefly  Queen  Anne,  inti- 
tied,  J}2  Acl  for  Jccurivg  th  freedom  of  ParliamemSy 
hy  the  farther  qualifying  the  members  to  fit  in  the  hoitfe 
of  Commons^  was  read  a  fecond  time :  and  a  motion 
was  made  for  its  being  committed  •,  upon  which,  after 
fome  debate,  the  queilion  was  put,  and  palled  in  the 
negative  •  fo  that  the  faid  bill  was  drop'd,  as  it  had 
likewife  been  in  the  preceding  feffion. 

The  remaining  tranfadions  of  this  feffion  will  be 
continued  in  the  following  volume. 


^he  End  of  the  Eleventh  VolumEc 


/ 


7  33-3y 


